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INTRODUCTION

HOME
Standing outside Central Library enticing passers-by into the annual exhibition of the Birmingham & District Association of Local History Societies, I was told by an unimpressed Brummie, ‘Birmingham’s got no history.’ In 1990 I started compiling this document to show him the wealth of history that’s on his doorstep!

AIMS
This History of Birmingham on your Doorstep is written initially as a resource for Birmingham schools. I have compiled it to support history teaching with the aim of encouraging and enabling local Birmingham history to be included in general history teaching. It is vital for children to know the history of their locality and how it fits into the broader picture.

There is history right under your feet, in your own backyard, there is history on your Doorstep - or not very far away! Wherever you stand in Birmingham, people have walked over that same spot for a quarter of a million years, and here is the evidence to prove it. Whatever history topic or period you cover there is local information here. I am keen to give teachers the precise locations of evidence of past times. I want you to be able to take your children and their educated imaginations to the very place where a Stone Age hunter dropped his axe, to the exact riverside site where corn was ground for a thousand years, to the very place where steam transformed the industrial history of the world - and for children to know that history happened right there, where they are standing. And is there anything surviving that gives a clue to the past?

This resource will help you to help your children begin to explore  the two great historical themes of Change and Continuity 

- and it’s all on your Doorstep.

CONTENT & SOURCES

This document is not the result of primary research, but compiled from a very wide variety of secondary sources. Information is presented chronologically for the most part, and in periods rather than centuries, though later periods and centuries are roughly concurrent. Periods are not exact and there is overlap. The CONTENTS list is chronological. Each period has local background information usually alongside a regional or national perspective.
For teachers to easily find out about their own locality GAZETTEERS form a major component. They are organised by the type of site and chronogically - so there is, for instance, a gazetteer which includes churches with surviving medieval evidence. The Gazetteers list and detail archaeological and documentary evidence and surviving buildings and their locations. They are in postcode order and give district and street names. Multi-period sites may appear in more than one Gazetteer. For this reason, always search the whole document for a reference. (For easier searching, apostrophes are omitted in names eg. Kings Heath, except in church names eg. St Martin’s.) Browse the A-Z INDEX to see the variety of Gazetteers available; this is also a good starting point for browsing the whole document. I also include sizeable extracts of contemporary documentary evidence to show people’s experiences and opinions of Birmingham.

The A-Z INDEX  does not include every reference but lists the headings of articles or sections within the document. If you want to find something specific that is not listed, such as handaxe, Saltley or College Road, run a search. Click Edit and Find, remembering that apostrophes are omitted in names, except in church names. Names such Dog and Partridge are generally written using the ampersand: ie. Dog & Partridge.
Readers should also find useful a number of potted lives of Birmingham people in the  BIOGRAPHY, a GLOSSARY with local examples, and an APPENDIX of items contributed by other authors which includes a good section on the origins of Street Names.

This is a large document, but it is somewhat deceptive. If you look up a reference relating to something you know about, you will find the information at best concentrated, at worst minimal, and the whole somewhat sparsely populated with people. However, an advantage of an electronic document is that it can constantly be improved. (To find which version this is, click CURRENT VERSION - date & information. To find the latest version, log on to www.bgfl.org and Search for History of Birmingham. Here you can quickly download a compressed self-extracting file.)

This is a working document and should be seen as my work in progress. It is unfinished; indeed it is a document that never can be finished. 

No history can be exhaustive. This one will best serve as a starting point for further research. I therefore give guidance on where to find more information. In the extensive annotated BIBLIOGRAPHY every book and map listed is available at Birmingham Central Library Local Studies Department.

Authors! - If your book isn’t listed here, my apologies.

Send me a copy - see FEEDBACK.

There is an increasing amount of information available from a host of websites. Where I have referred to websites I have said so in the text, but I have not given the website address. In my experience addresses (including this one!) change so frequently  that they are of limited use. Use your browser’s search facility to trace sites. See Websites.

Readers are also constantly referred to the Birmingham Sites and Monuments Record, the BSMR, a computerised database kept by the City Planning Archaeologist and open to public access. For each archaeological find or site the BSMR gives details, street locations and Ordnance Survey grid references. Some items have extensive information, others are short, but most importantly, the original sources are always given to allow further investigation. See BSMR. The Registers of Nationally and Locally Listed buildings are now available on the  Birmingham City Council website www.birmingham.gov.uk - look for Heritage. 

Notes:

Hyperlinks appear in blue and are underlined throughout the document.

To enable easier searching, apostrophes are omitted in names eg. Kings Heath, except in church names eg. St Martin’s.

This is a free educational resource !
CREATE YOUR OWN History of . . .
One way to use this material for school projects is to use your word processor’s Search or Find facility quoting either the postcode, district, street, period, topic or site in which you are interested. Always search the whole document: some sites are mentioned more than once with different details; occasionally sites are not found in the period you expect, and some topics reappear in later periods. (For easier searching, apostrophes are omitted in names eg. Kings Heath, except in church names eg. St Martin’s.)
Create your own document by copying relevant information; or copy the whole document, deleting material not relevant to you, and use the remaining text as a basis for your own work.

Finding out more . .

First: A good way to start local research is initially via Carl Chinn 1999 One Thousand Years of Birmingham which gives a good overview of the history of Birmingham by districts.
Then: Search the BIBLIOGRAPHY to see if you are lucky enough to have anything on your area written by Birmingham headteacher, the late John Morris Jones, which will give detailed local information against the general historical background. (Much of this material is to be found on the Birmingham Grid for Learning website www.bgfl.org - search for John Morris Jones.
Next: There is also an excellent series published by Birmingham Library Services with photographs from the Reference Library archives and variously entitled Old Photographs/ Archive Photographs/ Images of England which covers most areas.

And: Search the BIBLIOGRAPHY under district names which will also give the names of other books and references in periodicals; there is wealth of material available though it may well be patchy.

Finally: There are in Birmingham lots of knowledgeable people just waiting to be asked who love to share their interest in local history. Make contact via The Birmingham Historian, an excellent periodical published by the Council of the Birmingham and District Association of Local History Societies (B&DALHS) available for purchase, with back-copies held at the Central Library. Each volume contains the names of all local history societies with a named contact. Search their website.

And lastly: When you do produce something, please let me have a copy - Thanks! See FEEDBACK.

HOME
William Dargue’s History of Birmingham on your Doorstep
( COPYRIGHT

This document is a free educational resource,

but it remains the copyright of William Dargue.
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	Prehistory   See Geological Time Chart


	Human Prehistory



	The Stone Age
	The Old Stone Age
c1 000 000 BC-c10 000 BC
	The Middle Stone Age
c10 000 BC-c3500 BC
	The New Stone Age
c3500 BC-c2000 BC 
	The Bronze Age
c2000 BC-c500 BC
	The Iron Age
c500 BC -

	
	c2000 000 BC

Saltley handaxe – neanderthal
	c5000 BC 

Sandwell Valley flints - homo sapiens
	?3000 BC 

Digbeth axe
	c1200 BC 

Burnt mounds
	Castle Bromwich bead

	History


	The Romans
43 AD-410 AD 
	55/54 BC 

Julius Caesar invades Kent 
	43 AD 

Emperor Claudius establishes Britannia as part of Roman Empire. Metchley Fort built
	Late 50s AD Metchley reoccupied – Queen Boudicca’s rebellion
	c90 AD 

Metchley rebuilt

c200 AD Metchley abandoned.
	410 AD 

Fall of Rome & withdrawal of the legions from Britain

	The Dark Ages
AD 410-c750 AD
	
	
	
	
	

	The Early Middle Ages
	
	
	
	
	

	The Anglo-Saxons
449 AD-1066
	Kings of Mercia
	Penda 

632-654
	Wulfhere 

657-674
	Ethelred 

674-704
	Cenred 

704-709

	c450 AD Anglo-Saxon kingdoms established

577 Celts defeated by West Saxons
	c585 Kingdom of Mercia established
	c628 Hwicce conquered by Mercia

653 Mercia Christianised
	663 St Chad Bishop of Lichfield
	699 Charter of Kings Norton
	

	
	Ceolred 

709-716
	Ethelbald 

716-757
	Offa 

Rex Anglorum King of the English 757-796
	873 

Mercia fell to the Danes
	

	
	Kings of Wessex

802-1016
	Egbert King of Wessex 802 – King of England 828-839
	Ethelbald 

855-860


	Ethelbert  

860-866
	Ethelred I 

866-871

	
	
	849 Charter of Cofton
	
	
	

	
	Alfred the Great 871-899
	Edward the Elder

901-925
	Athelstan 

925-940
	Edmund 1 the Magnificent 

940-946
	Edred 

946-955

	
	Edwy the Fair 955-959
	Edgar the Pacific

959-975
	St Edward the Martyr

975-978
	Ethelred II the Unready

978-1016
	Edmund II Ironside 

1016

	
	957 Charter of Aston & Barr
	972 Charter of Yardley
	
	
	

	The Vikings
c800 AD-1066
	Danish Kings
1016-1042
	Sweyn 

1013-1015
	Canute I

1016-1035
	Harold 1 Harefoot

1035-1040
	Canute II Hardicanute

1040-1042

	
	Kings of Wessex restored

1042-1066
	St Edward the Confessor 

1042-1066
	Harold II 

1066
	
	

	The Normans
1066 -
	William I the Conqueror 

1066-1087
	William II Rufus

1087-1100
	Henry I 

1100-1135
	Stephen 

1135-1154
	

	
	1066 Battle of Hastings

1086 Domesday Book
	
	
	
	

	The Middle Ages
1066-c1530
	
	
	
	
	

	House of Plantagenet
	Henry II 

1154-1189
	Richard I 

1189-1199
	John 

1199-1216
	Henry III 

1216-1272
	Edward I 

1272-1307

	
	Birmingham Market Charter 1166
	Confirmation of Market Charter 1189
	
	Royal visit 1237 The king travelled from Lichfield via Birmingham to Worcester.

1250-1251 Grant of a Fair.
	1285 Priory of St Thomas founded

	
	Edward II 

1307-1327
	Edward III 

1327-1377
	Richard II 

1377-1399
	
	

	
	c1313 Great Fire of Birmingham
	Black Death from 1348
	1380 St John Deritend founded
	1392 Guild of the Holy Cross founded
	

	House of Lancaster
	Henry IV 

1399-1413
	Henry V 

1413-1422
	Henry VI
1422-1461
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	House of York
	Edward IV 

1461-1470
	Henry VI 

1470-1471 restored
	Edward IV 

1471-1483 restored
	Edward V 

1483
	Richard III 

1483-1485

	
	
	
	
	
	

	The Early Modern Period
	
	
	
	
	

	House of Tudor
1485-1603
	Henry VII 

1485-1509
	Henry VIII 

1509-1547
	Edward VI 

1547-1553
	Mary 

1553-1558
	Elizabeth I 

1558-1603

	
	Royal visit 1486 The king travelled from Nottingham via Birmingham to Worcester
	1536 St Thomas Priory dissolved
	
	
	Royal visit to Old Crown en route from Kenilworth Castle 1575

	House of Stuart
1603-1714
	James I 

1603-1625
	Charles I 

1625-1649
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	The Commonwealth 1649-1660
	See

The English Civil War
	1642 Battles of Curdworth Bridge & Kings Norton Green
	1643 Battle of Birmingham & Siege of Aston Hall
	
	

	Restoration of the Monarchy

House of Stuart 
	Charles II 

1660-1685
	James II 

1685-1689
	William and Mary
1689-1694
	William III 

1694-1702
	Anne 

1702-1714

	
	Great Plague 1665
	
	
	
	

	House of Hannover

The Georgians
1714-1837
	George I 

1714-1727
	George II 

1737-1760
	George III 

1760-1820
	George IV 

1820-1830
	William IV 

1830-1837

	
	
	1769 Birmingham Streets Commission
	1791 Birmingham Riots
	
	1835 Chartist Riots

	House of Hannover

Queen Victoria
1837-1901
	1837 Grand Junction Railway Birmingham –Liverpool
	1838 Birmingham Municipal Charter
	1873-1876 Joseph Chamberlain mayor
	1889 City Charter
	1901 Birmingham University

	The 20th-Century
	
	
	
	
	

	House of Saxe-Coburg
	Edward VII 

1901-1910
	
	
	
	

	House of Windsor
	George V 

1910-1936
	Edward VIII 

1936
	George VI 

1936-1952
	Elizabeth II 

1952-
	

	
	World War 1 

1914-1918
	
	
	World War 2 

1939-1945
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(See BIBLIOGRAPHY for any work by John Morris Jones.)

Key Points -

People settle in particular places according to the types and availability of natural resources: soil, rocks and rivers, plants and animals. These natural resources are directly related to the underlying rock. Communities prospered, struggled or failed depending on what natural resources there were and what use they were able to make of them. Modern construction methods and urbanisation have made the geology of Birmingham largely irrelevant to the ordinary citizen - unless they are gardeners, of course.
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Geography

The Birmingham Plateau

Birmingham lies in the centre of the Birmingham plateau, an upland area generally above 400 feet/ c125m between the rivers Avon, Severn and Trent. Cannock Chase at the northern end of the plateau is an area of higher ground rising to 801 feet/ c250m; the Clent-Lickey ridge rises at the southern end to 1036 feet/ c320m; in the middle of the plateau Barr Beacon north of Birmingham stands at 700 feet/ c215m.

A line drawn through the following towns roughly encircles the plateau: clockwise from the north - Stafford, Rugeley, Lichfield, Tamworth, Atherstone, Nuneaton, Coventry,Stratford, Redditch, Bromsgrove, Stourbridge, Tettenhall, Penkridge, Stafford. The upper Tame running south-east from Wolverhampton cuts the plateau in two west to east. The wide valley of the River Blythe runs northwards from Shirley to join the River Tame near Shustoke and the Tame to join the River Trent north of Lichfield; the valley separates the main part of the plateau from the East Warwickshire plateau. Birmingham lies on the edge of a central lowland part of the plateau.

The plateau is divided into high plateaux and ridges, low plateaux and river valleys, those locally relevant as follows:

The Sutton Plateau
This low plateau stands west of Sutton Coldfield town which itself lies just off the plateau in the river valley of Plantsbrook. The plateau slopes southwards towards the valley of the middle Tame and covers roughly the area between Aldridge and Hamstead in the west and Bassetts Pole to Tyburn in the east. On its western edge a ridge runs from Shire Oak to Queslett where it rises up to Barr Beacon. The plateau is made up of Bromsgrove sandstone (formerly keuper sandstone), Wildmoor sandstone (formerly bunter sandstone) and pebbly sandstone conglomerates laid down during the Triassic period.

The West Bromwich-Harborne plateau

A low plateau lying south of the River Tame and west of the River Rea, similar to the Sutton Plateau above being made up of sandstones and pebbly conglomerates.

The Sedgley-Northfield Ridge

This area of higher ground forms part of the main English watershed. Rain falling to the south of the ridge drains to the Severn via the Bristol Channel to the Atlantic Ocean; rain that falls to the north drains to the River Trent and via the Humber to the North Sea. The northern part of the ridge is made up of three sharp folds of Silurian limestone at Sedgley Beacon, Wrens Nest and Dudley Castle Hill; south of this are coal measures which include at Rowley Hill a large intrusion of dolerite, a hard igneous rock. South of this, Northfield lies on bunter pebble beds, bunter and Bromsgrove sandstone (formerly known as keuper sandstone).

The Clent-Lickey Ridge

Parallel to the southern stretch of the Sedgley-Northfield Ridge and separated from it by the River Rea, the Clent-Lickey Ridge also includes part of the main English watershed. The Lickey Hills are made up of cambrian quartzite up-faulted into later carboniferous and permian rocks.

The Solihull Plateau

This low plateau lying largely south and west of Solihull town centre is made up of triassic keuper marl, now known as mercia mudstone. Both the River Cole and Blythe drain this area on which much of south Birmingham is built.

The Mid-Tame, Rea and Upper Cole Valleys

The upper Tame running south-east from Wolverhampton cuts the Birmingham Plateau in two from west to east. Both the middle Tame and the Rea were subject to flooding until the early years of the 20th century when they were deeply culverted. The gently sloping valleys were used to make road, canal and rail links onto the plateau. In the 1970s the M6 motorway was built along the Tame valley and subsequently the M42 as far as Kingsbury. The course of the rivers owe much to the melting of the pleistocene glaciation and they wend their way largely over mercia mudstone. Along their courses alluvial deposits have created marshy but fertile land.

The Blythe and Lower Tame Valleys

The wide valley of the River Blythe runs northwards from Shirley to join the River Tame near Shustoke and the Tame to join the River Trent north of Lichfield; the valley separates the main part of the plateau from the East Warwickshire plateau. It runs through a wide floodplain of triassic mercia mudstone.

See British Association for the Advancement of Science 1950 Birmingham and Its Regional Setting article Relief and Physiographic Regions by G T Warwick.

For information on geological periods see Geological Time Chart and  Brief Geological History below.

See also Birmingham Rocks below.
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West Midlands Geology
Midlands geology is comprised of horsts and grabens (pronounced grah-bens). Horsts are blocks of the earth’s crust which have been raised up along geological faults; here they consist of rocks dating from the Cambrian to the Upper Carboniferous period, any later rocks having been denuded. Grabens are down-faulted basins and consist of rocks from the Cambrian to the Upper Carboniferous, but also of more recent rocks dating from the Triassic and Lower Jurassic periods. The faults defining the up-faulted and down-faulted blocks are believed to be very ancient, possibly as early as Precambrian. The greatest movements probably occurred during the Variscan orogeny, a period of mountain building at the end of the Upper Carboniferous Period when continents collided. However, movements of blocks up and down may have occurred several times, probably as late as the Tertiary.

Birmingham lies on a downfaulted area between horsts to west and east. To the west the South Staffordshire horst runs north to south some five miles wide from Stafford and Rugeley to Bromsgrove. The East Warwickshire Plateau is also an up-faulted horst well over 5 miles in width and lying between Tamworth and Warwick. Between the two horst are two downfaulted blocks, the Lichfield and the West Warwickshire grabens. These are separated by the Birmingham Fault which runs north to south from east of Lichfield, through Birmingham city centre and down to Bromsgrove.

The main geological units of the Birmingham area are identified as the coal measures (carboniferous), the new red sandstone (triassic) and the glacial drifts (pleistocene). Below these lies a platform of much older rocks dating from precambrian through to mid-carboniferous times.

Evidence cannot be found of all periods. Over the many millions of years of geological time disturbances of the earth on a scale difficult to imagine have completely removed all deposition of some periods. Other than pleistocene glacial drift there is no evidence near Birmingham of deposition later than the Triassic Period which ended over 200 million years ago.

Glacial ice completely covered the Midlands once only during the Pleistocene period and that during the Anglian stage c444 thousand years ago; this was the most severe glaciation. It is possible that ice also covered parts of the Midlands during the Wolstonian stage 128-367 thousand years ago. The north west Midlands were covered during the latter part of the Devensian stage 15-20 thousand years ago This was the most recent ice age in Britain c10-116 thousand years ago. It was largely the effect of the glaciers of the last Ice Age which created the geography of this area.  Millions of tonnes of slowly moving ice scoured the landscape scraping off the softer rock to form a gently undulating landscape, while older and more resistant rocks were left as plateaux and ridges. In many places the solid geology is overlaid with varying thicknesses of glacial drift deposited as a result of the ice sheets. Some deposits are over 30m thick; most, however, are 2-10m in thickness. Glacial drift is particularly important in relation to early settlement and agriculture; see Birmingham Rocks below.

For information on geological periods see Geological Time Chart and  Brief Geological History below.

For information about the rocks that can be found in our area and their use as natural resources, see Birmingham Rocks below.

See British Association for the Advancement of Science 1950 Birmingham and Its Regional Setting article Geology by Leonard J Wills. Readers are further referred in the latter to the the classic account of Charles Lapworth in the British Association for the Advancement of Science 1913 Handbook for the Birmingham Meeting, to The Geological Survey 1947 Central England Handbook 2nd Edition, and to Leonard J Wills 1948 Palaeogeography of the Midlands.

For a world-wide view focussing on the movement of the earth’s plates and the fossil record see Douglas Palmer 2000 The Atlas of the Prehistoric World; an excellent book superbly illustrated.

Geological Time Chart

NOTES:

The terms in bold are the ones most commonly used.  All dates are Years BP ie. Before Present, and are approximate.

Names of periods are used either to denote the period as a unit in time or to refer to the sequence of rocks found during that time.

Acknowledgement: The time scale is largely that of Encyclopaedia Britannica 1994-1999.
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	Aeon
	Era
	Period
	Epoch
	Began – years BP
	Major Ice Ages- million years BP  Before Present
	Evolution of Life
	Birmingham

	Precambrian Time 



	Hadean Aeon
	4600 million  years before present
	
	No life
	Uncertain.

Birmingham in the Southern Hemisphere and  probably on land.

	Archaean Aeon
	3900 million
	
	First life: algae /bacteria
	

	Proterozoic Aeon
	3500 million
	Huronian Ice Age 

  2700 - 1800

Gnejso 940 - 880

Sturtian 820 - 770

Verangian 615 - 570 
	Soft-bodied invertebrates, including jellyfish
	

	Phanerozoic Aeon

	
	Palaeozoic Era
	Cambrian Period
	
	540 million
	
	Age of Trilobites

First fish
	Birmingham at the South Pole beneath the sea. Volcanic activity.

	
	
	Ordovician
	
	505 million
	Ordovician Ice Age 

  440 - 430 
	First freshwater animals, corals
	Birmingham at the Antarctic Circle beneath shallow seas. 

	
	
	Silurian
	Early/ Late
	438 million
	
	First land plants, insects
	Birmingham level with modern South America beneath tropical shallow seas.

	
	
	Devonian
	Early/ Middle/ Late
	408 million
	Permo-Carboniferous 

Ice Age 330 - 350 
	First amphibians

Age of Fishes
	Birmingham in a hot dry desert on a level with modern S America.

	
	
	Carboniferous
	Upper/ Lower
	360 million
	
	First reptiles, winged insects, first forests
	Birmingham in a tropical swampy river delta on the Equator.

	
	
	Permian
	Early/ Late
	286 million
	
	More reptiles
	Birmingham in hot dry desert conditions now north of Equator.

	
	Mesozoic Era
	Triassic Period
	Early/ Middle/ Late
	245 million
	
	First dinosaurs/ flying reptiles 
Age of Reptiles
	Birmingham on a river delta in hot dry conditions east of the present Caribbean.

	
	
	Jurassic
	Early/ Middle/ Late
	208 million
	
	First birds 
	Birmingham located in the position of the present mid-Atlantic. Beneath the sea in a climate much warmer than present.

	
	
	Cretaceous
	Early/ Late

Lower/Upper
	144 million
	
	Age of Dinosaurs Early mammals, flowering plants
	High global sea level. Birmingham beneath a shallow sea and moving towards present position.Central Europe now land.

	
	Cenozoic Era
	Tertiary Period
Palaogene Epoch

Neogene
	Palaeocene Epoch
	66.4 million
	
	Larger mammals
	Europe now on land, Britain joined to the continentand siutaed west of present Spain. Warm climate.

	
	
	
	Eocene Early/ Late
	56 million
	
	Grasslands develop
	

	
	
	
	Oligocene
	34 million
	
	Grazing mammals
	

	
	
	
	Miocene
	23.7 million
	
	Apes & whales
	

	
	
	
	Pliocene Early/ Late
	5 million
	
	Earliest hominids
	

	
	
	Quaternary Period


	Pleistocene Epoch
	1.65 million
	The (Great) Ice Age:

  Beestonian glacial

Cromerian interglacial

  Anglian glacial

Hoxnian interglacial

  Wolstonian glacial

Ipswichian interglacial

  Devensian glacial
	Humans
	Ice completely covered Midlands during the Anglian stage, partially during Wolstonian. North west Midlands covered during Devensian. Human stage: Palaeolithic/ Old Stone Age 500 000 – 10 000 years ago. See STONE AGE.

	
	
	
	Holocene
	10 000
	     Holocene interglacial
	The present epoch
	Mesolithic/ Middle Stone Age c10 000- 7000 years ago.

Neolithic/ New Stone Age c7000-4000 years ago.

Later stages to present, see TIMELINE.


Brief Geological History

Geological periods are defined by the types of fossils found. A significant change in the fossil record indicates some great change which caused the extinction of species sometimes on a massive scale and encouraged the evolution of new species. These changes are linked to global climate change or to changes in climate caused by meteorite impact or volcanic eruptions or to changes in sea level due to movements of the tectonic plates. The most well-known but by no means the only or greatest extinction occurred at the end of the Cretaceous and saw the disappearance of the dinosaurs. It has been linked to a massive meteorite impact on the Yucatan Peninsula in Mexico. The fossil record thereafter is so markedly different that it is used to define the beginning of the Tertiary Period.

The appearance of the continents has changed dramatically over geological time. The Earth’s crust is made up of enormous plates which are moved by currents in the hot semi-liquid mantle beneath. Plates sometimes collide pushing up mountain chains, move apart causing oceans to form, or slide past each other causing earthquakes and volcanic activity. The plate on which most of Britain stands started out at the South Pole and has moved (and is still moving) slowly northwards.

Brief Geological History CONTENTS        See also the Geological Time Chart above.
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Precambrian Time  - Archaean and Proterozoic Aeons

This aeon was named with respect to the Cambrian period which follows it. The terms Archaean and Proterozoic derive from Greek and mean ancient and earliest life (aeon), respectively.

The Precambrian lasted some 80% of geological time and was the period when the earth was cooling and its crust thickening. By the end of this time one enormous supercontinent had formed. There was extensive volcanic activity. The oldest known rocks in the world are some 4000 million years old; the oldest in Britain are to be found in north-west Scotland. Sediments world-wide bear witness to numerous glaciations, the most severe and extensive between 1000 million and 600 million years ago. Evidence is to be found on the Isle of Islay off Scotland where sedimentary rock shows 17 glaciations on the site with a further 27 periods of nearby glaciation.

Late precambrian rocks can be found in the Lickeys on Cofton Hill, some of the oldest in the Midlands. This fine-grained brown, green or purple rock, known as Barnt Green volcanic rock, was originally deposited as millions of tonnes of volcanic ash which gradually compacted to form a hard rock.

At this time Britain was located at the South Pole. Due to plate tectonics and continental drift it has moved slowly north and eastwards for some 3000 million years.

The original definition of the Precambrian was that it predated life on earth. However, fossil evidence of early organisms has now been found over 3500 million years old. Consequently the Precambrian is now divided into three aeons: the pre-life aeon is now known as the Hadean, the Archaean Aeon saw the evolution of algae and bacteria, the aeon of soft-bodied invertebrates is the Proterozoic Aeon.

Phanerozoic Aeon - Palaeozoic Era

 - Cambrian Period
The term Phanerozoic derives from Greek meaning visible life and was coined to indicate the beginning of the fossil record. The present epoch is still part of the Phanerozoic Aeon. Palaeozoic also derives from Greek meaning ancient life. The Cambrian period is named after rocks in south-west England and South Wales and derives from Cambria, the Roman name for Wales.

There were at this time three large and a number of smaller continents. England and Wales and southern Ireland lay near the Antarctic Circle on a smaller sub-continent known as Avalonia which also carried Novia Scotia and New England. (Northern Scotland and Ireland at this time lay just south of the equator.) Avalonia was drifting northwards at some 4cm per year. As it drifted it met with a continental plate below sea level which was moving southwards. The plate moved beneath Avalonia pushing it upwards and causing volcanoes and earthquakes. The Snowdon range and volcanic rocks near Nuneaton date from this time.

The climate during the Cambrian was warmer than today and sea levels rose. Sandstone is commonly found formed from sedimentary water-borne deposits around ancient seashores. The few terrestrial rocks found are water-borne deposits on floodplains and windblown sand. No life, plant or animal, inhabited the desert landscape, and with no plant roots to hold the earth in place, cambrian lands were subject to severe erosion by wind and rain.

Cambrian life was exclusively marine. A wide variety of fossil evidence marks a significant change from the Precambrian. Thousands of species of trilobites have been identified along with other arthropods. The Cambrian is commonly known as The Age of Trilobites. Sponges were common as well as brachiopods; the ancestors of sea urchins and starfish were present as were the molluscs. Graptolites, types of marine plankton are in evidence.

For most of this time Birmingham lay at the bottom of a shallow sea south of the great continent of Gondwana. The Welsh slate used to roof most Birmingham houses during the 19th century was`formed as deposits of mud over 5 kilometres deep in still deep marine basins in North Wales.

The Lickey ridge if made up of buff or pink-coloured cambrian Lickey quartzite. This soft sandy sedimentary rock may possibly be the result of wind-blown desert conditions. Darker quartzite on Bilberry Hill shows signs of having been deposited as sand at the bottom of a shallow sea.

Phanerozoic Aeon - Palaeozoic Era

 - Ordovician Period

The Ordovician System was recognised and described 1879 by Birmingham University professor, Charles Lapworth who so named the exposed rocks of the Arenig Mountains east of Bala, North Wales. He took the name from that of a local Celtic tribe, the Ordovices.

A major glaciation lasting over 10 million years dominated much of the period and substantially lowered sea levels by as much as 170 metres exposing vast new areas of land.

Flora and fauna still existed only in the sea. With no terrestrial life, the land was completely barren and oxygen levels consequently low. At the beginning and end of the period there were mass extinctions caused by the effects of glaciation and the corresponding alteration of sea levels. However, a wide variety of new small marine animals, trilobites, brachiopods, and graptolites appeared across the world. Fossils have been found of the first fish, armoured and jawless. It is thought that the first simple plants developed on land in the tropics in the middle of the Ordovician.

The rocks of the English Lake District were formed at this time. They are made up of a mixture which includes enormous amounts of volcanic ash washed into a shallow sea. Ordovician Birmingham lay beneath a shallow sea and continued to move slowly to the north-eastwards.

Phanerozoic Aeon - Palaeozoic Era

 - Silurian Period

The period is named after the Celtic tribe of the Silures; the first rocks to be recognized as of this period were identified in south-east Wales.

At the end of the Ordovician ice age, deposits of sedimentary rocks around ancient coasts testify to rising sea levels. There is widespread evidence of land plants and early jawed fish.

Southern Irish and Welsh rocks show evidence of the early land plants. A series of islands lay between warm shallow seas roughly where Brazil is now.

The Wenlock Reef: The Wenlock limestone of Dudley is world famous for the exceptional preservation of fossil marine fauna. Limestone is formed from the remains of coral, shells and calcified algae and was deposited when the West Midlands was covered by a warm shallow tropical sea. Some beds contain many fossil fragments indicating that the animal remains had been subject to the movement of waves; other beds contain complete fossils, perfectly preserved by rapid burial under mud on the seabed perhaps after storms. Most of these fossils were found during quarrying in the 18th and 19th centuries when limestone was used as flux in the Black Country iron industry. The Lapworth Museum at Birmingham University contains the Holcroft Collection, some of the finest collections of fossils of Silurian Wenlock Limestone of the West Midlands and the Welsh Borders, made between 1876 and 1897 by Sir Charles Holcroft, a successful iron and coal master in Dudley. He collected some 4000 specimens including exceptionally preserved examples of more common fossils such as trilobites, corals, crinoids and brachiopods and also some rarer and more unusual fossils. The excellent trilobite specimens are known world-wide as Dudley Bugs.

During the Silurian Birmingham would have been at the bottom of a shallow sea where coral reefs swarmed with millions of tiny creatures in the clear warm water.
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Geological Time Chart
Phanerozoic Aeon - Palaeozoic Era

 - Devonian Period

The first rocks to be recognized as of this period were identified in Devon and Cornwall.

The early continent of Baltica of which Britain was a part and Laurentia of which North America was part collided forming a single continent known as Laurussia or Euramerica. Mountains were raised and there was intense volcanic activity along the line of collision; in Britain this was in Scotland. In a climate warmer than the present there was widespread desert. Sediments of sandstone were formed from the eroded mountains. North of a a line from Bristol to Belgium was a great continent; to the south was shallow sea. Birmingham would have been on dry land during the Devonian and situated roughly where Colombia now lies in South America.

A wide variety of invertebrates continued to evolve in fresh and marine waters, but it is the very large number of primitive fish species which has named the Devonian The Age of Fishes. Fish, including the first carnivorous species, inhabited freshwater and marine environments. On land the first amphibians emerged from the sea and fossil evidence of the first tree forests has been found.

Phanerozoic Aeon - Palaeozoic Era

 - Carboniferous Period

The name Carboniferous is derived from the coal deposits, the fossilised remains of millions of trees growing in warm wet swamp conditions; from Latin carbo = coal.

Laurussia was an early continent north of the Equator consisting of Laurentia (North America) and Baltica (northern Europe) and was largest landmass during the Carboniferous. England and Wales had by now collided with Scotland, uplifting the Scottish Highlands.The coal measures ran in a continous line from Alabama through the Appalachian Mountains, via the Midlands to Germany. The Atlantic Ocean did not exist at this time. The climate was warm and sub-tropical.

Our area was periodically covered with shallow warm sea or by swampy river deltas which ran down from the great land mass to the north into a sea around the Equator. Limestone is found formed from the remains of coral, shells and calcified algae deposited in a warm shallow tropical seas.

The Carboniferous landscape was dominated by plants, from small shrubs to tall trees over 30m in height, the ancestors of our tiny club mosses. Fossil logs have been found measuring as much as one metre at the base. There was now a large variety of insect life on land and in the air. Amphibians date from end of the Devonian, but spread widely during the early Carboniferous as the only land vertebrates and grew to as long as 2m. The earliest reptiles c30cm in length have been found in the Upper Carboniferous in Canada.

South Staffordshire coal measures: Birmingham University’s Lapworth Museum contains collections of carboniferous flora and fauna especially from the coal measures of South Staffordshire. Many were collected by Sir Charles Holcroft, a Black Country iron and coal master whose collection came to the museum 1917. The fossils are extremely well preserved and include a wide variety of plants and animal fossils including horseshoe crabs, insects, millipedes, arachnids, crustaceans and fish. 310 million years ago this was a wide flat river delta with a variety of habitats including fresh water, brackish water and dry land. The shape and position of the delta constantly changed over the millions of years of the Carboniferous, so that layers of coal may be interspersed with alluvial deposits. This great river drained from the Mercian Highlands rising south and west of Coventry and fed via a great delta into the sea north of Cannock Chase. Coal deposits are found west of Birmingham from Cannock to Stourbridge in the Black Country and to the east between Tamworth and Warwick.

The coal-bearing strata consist mainly of grey shale often with associated sandstones and ironstones, once mud- or sand-banks in a great delta; of seat-earths of ganister, once soils on which forests grew; and of coal, once the peat resulting from the decay of the forests. The rhythm, - shale or sandstone,seat-earth, coal - is often repeated. Sometimes the shale contains marine fossils, but more commonly freshwater and terrestrial forms. It is believed that the rhythm was brought about by the intermittent subsidence of a very flat tract of delta to which rivers were bringing great quantities of sediment. After a subsidence the tract was flooded either by fresh river-water lagoons or by marine or brackish incursions of the sea. The rivers continue to bring in sand and mud, but chiefly the latter, until the surface rose above water level and plants began to colonise it and to convert the latest muds into fireclays. The growth of vegetation in stagnant swamps, and probably a hot moist climate, produced the peats which are now the coals. This picture explains the coalescence of seams when traced from the subsiding region of the Pennines in the north towards the more stable areas in the south where peat formation proceeded without interruption by flooding. It also explains why coals die out in the south, for here the stable land stood too high to become part of the coal swamp, whereas to the north the delta area kept intermittently sinking and this providing space for more sediment.

British Association for the Advancement of Science 1950 Birmingham and Its Regional Setting article Geology by Leonard J Wills p19

In 1917 Dr Frank Raw  Birmingham University collected series of carboniferous reptile footprints and tail marks on red sandstone near Alveley, Shropshire. The fossil footprints formed trackways made by many different animals. 310 million years ago this was a warm river floodplain rich in plant-life, especially club-mosses. Pools or small lakes on the flood plain were colonised by small arthropods, amphibians and reptiles. Both carnivores and herbivores were present. Some rocks have cracks suggesting that later in the Carboniferous the pools and lakes dried out under intense heat; others have rain prints on them. It is suggested that the footprints and tracks were preserved as a result of being quickly buried by sand brought down by torrential flooding.

Carboniferous deposits of Keele clay are found on Beacon Hill in the Lickeys interspersed with thin beds of sandstone. The clay was deposited by a river into a shallow lake in arid conditions. Periods of increasing rainfall carried sand mixed with the clay into the lake. The present rocks were formed as sediments on the bottom of the lake.
Phanerozoic Aeon - Palaeozoic Era

 - Permian Period

The Permian is named after the district of Perm in the Ural Mountains in Russia where the sequence of rocks of this period were first identified.

At the end of the Carboniferous and beginning of the Permian the Armorican/ Iberian plate which carried parts of western Europe and Spain collided with Avalonia carrying England and Wales. This collision is known as the Variscan orogeny ie. mountain building, which pushed up the earth’s crust creating ranges from Ireland across southern Britain and into Germany. In England this formed the Mercian Highlands which no longer exist. By the middle of the Permian the northern hemisphere continent of Laurasia (present North America and Asia) and southern hemisphere Gondwana (South America, Africa, India, Australia, and Antarctica) formed the supercontinent of Pangaea stretching from pole to pole. While there was extensive glaciation in the south, most of the continent was hot and dry with extensive deserts. Birmingham was roughly in the position of present-day central America and was terrestrial.

Major climate changes affected both marine and terrestrial life. Sea levels fell, the land rose and the climate became much drier bringing to an end the swamps favourable to coal deposits. Climate warming caused widespread extinctions. It is estimated that some 70% of marine species died out at the Permo-Triassic boundary, and 95% of terrestrial animal and plant life. These extinctions later resulted in expansion and diversity in terrestrial plants, insects, and reptiles, particularly pre-mammalian reptiles.

Above the golf-course on Beacon Hill in the Lickeys permian Clent breccia is found. Breccia is compacted gravel, here made up of sharp reddish fragments surrounded by large amounts of muddy rock. It was formed by flash floods rushing down from the Mercian Highlands and laid down in hot desert conditions. Although there is evidence of carboniferous limestone, pebbles are predominantly of precambrian igneous rock suggesting that the Highlands were much reduced by this time.
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Phanerozoic Aeon - Mesozoic Era
 - Triassic Period

Mesozoic derives from Greek and means middle life. Triassic, Greek trias = set of three, derives its name from a central German sequence with three rock formations, the lower being Bunter (German bright or variegated), Muschelkalk (a marine system not found in Britain) and Keuper (a German mining term, pronounced koy-per) uppermost, thought to typify the period.

At the beginning of the Triassic the supercontinent of Pangaea comprised almost all the major landmasses of the world and covered a quarter of the Earth's surface. The climate was largely warm and dry but subject to continental extremes of temperature. Degraded sedimentary rocks of earlier periods accumulated as sediments on land throughout the Triassic. Keuper marl, now known as mercia mudstone, and new red sandstone are examples. Such sediments may be wind-deposited in desert regions or may be the result of river action. Much of Europe lay below the Triassic seas.

In the sea the ancestors of large predatory plesiosaurs evolved, but the largest marine reptiles were carnivorous ichthyosaurs which gave bore live young. At the end of the Permian some 80% of amphibians and reptiles disappeared due to increasing heat and drought. Ancestors of modern animals which appeared in the Triassic include lizards, turtles and crocodiles.  Bipedal reptiles made an appearance to evolve into the early predatory dinosaurs which could reach lengths of over 6m. Some early lizards were the first flying vertebrates gliding using skin stretched between extended ribs. This was the Age of Reptiles. The first true mammals appeared at the end of the Triassic Period.

Birmingham lay near the south-west coast of Laurentia in the south of Pangaea on the latitude of the present Sahara Desert, but much to the west of it. As the shallow seas evaporated vast deposits of salt were laid down which are mined to this day across Europe, in Cheshire, for example. Triassic sand and bunter pebble beds are found in Birmingham west of the north-south sandstone ridge and occur in a range of colours, mainly reds, browns and yellows. The beds are a natural source of gravel and sand and made up of a coarse conglomerate of pebbles  2-10cm in diameter, held loosely in sand. The red colour of the sandstone indicates land-borne rather than sea-bed transportation, erosion and deposition. The iron in the wet sand oxidised on contact with the air giving the sand its rusty red colour. The deposits are the result of river action; this was the site of an enormous inland river delta which stretched from south of Worcester to north of Stoke. The pebbles are of Ordovician or Devonian origin having been washed down by this great river from the Mercian Highlands to the south and south-west which no longer exist.

Keuper marl (now known as mercian mudstone, red clay) was laid down in the Upper Triassic in semi-desert conditions. It is likely to be the final remains of the Mercian Highlands to south, degraded sedimentary rock washed down onto a wide plain liable to drying up in a hot arid climate. The plain which covered most of England to the south was probably at or below sea level, and there are signs that the sea covered the area by the end of the period. The mercia mudstone may have been overlaid in subsequent periods by later sediments which have since been completed eroded. However, they compressed the mudstone to its present consistency leaving a layer some 250 metres thick which covers most of the area north-east, east and south-east of Birmingham city centre.

mercia mudstone is thus the most recent rock to be found in our area. Later depositions of rock almost certainly occurred, but all have since been completely eroded away.
Phanerozoic Aeon - Mesozoic Era

 - Jurassic Period

Pangaea began to break up with North America separating from Eurasia, and Africa from India, Australia, and Antarctica. On warm shallow seabeds carbonates were deposited, the remains of trillions upon trillions of shells, to form the limestone reefs of the French Jura Mountains (after which the period is named) and of southern England. The climate was warmer than present and the polar ice caps had melted. Further coal deposits indicate a moist climate temperate to tropical.

There was abundant marine life, sharks and HYPERLINK "C:\Program Files\Britannica\Bdvd\Cache\eb:\\cgi-bin\g?DocF=\index\bo\ny_.html" \l "0LNCD" 
 bony fish being predominant. Marine reptiles, plesiosaurs and ichthyosaurs also shared the warm seas. Frogs, toads and salamanders evolved at this time, but the dominant land animals were reptiles including the dinosaurs. The largest herbivore, apatosaurus reached 30m in length and weighing some 30 tonnes; the fiercest carnivore, tyrannosaurus stood 6.5 m tall with a head 1.3m long and teeth 15cm long and weighed 8 tonnes. Armoured dinosaurs evolved. Crocodiles, marine turtles and lizard appeared. Flying reptiles were common; they were as small as sparrows and probably warm-blooded. The first birds evolved in the Late Jurassic: archaeopteryx had claws at the ends of its wing and feathers. The first small shrew-like mammals appeared.

Although there is no geological evidence in our area of the Jurassic period, it is likely that the Birmingham area was beneath the sea for most of this time and located south and west of its present position. Higher ground in Scotland, Wales and south-west England was above sea level, as at times was the London area.

Phanerozoic Aeon - Mesozoic Era

 - Cretaceous Period

The name Cretaceous derives from Latin creta = chalk, a fine soft limestone made up chiefly of the armoured plates of planktonic floating algae.

As the break-up of the Pangaean supercontinent continued, continents began to take on their present shapes, although Europe was separated from North America by a very narrow Atlantic Ocean and from Africa by a very wide Mediterranean Sea. Sea levels varied throughout the period but were the highest in the history of the Earth, by the end of the Cretaceous some 250 higher than at present. All continents lost large amounts of land to the sea which lay wide and shallow around the coasts.

A wide variety of ammonites were prey to larger animals including marine reptiles, the mosasaurs. Other reptiles were plesiosaurs and ichthyosaurs. The ancestors of modern fish were prey to sharks and rays. In the air flying reptiles, the pterosaurs held sway, quetzalcoatlus having a 15m wingspan. The Age of the Dinosaurs continued on land. Early cretaceous plants included cycads, ginkgoes, conifers, and ferns; later to evolve were magnolias, poplars, willows, sycamores, and herbaceous plants. New plants brought new insects. At the end of the Cretaceous the dinosaurs became extinct. Although terrestrial plant life was largely unaffected, in the sea little planktonic flora and fauna was to survive. Ammonites became extinct, along with such marine reptiles as ichthyosaurs, mosasaurs and plesiosaurs. It is believed that this mass extinction may have been caused by a massive meteorite impact on the Yucatan Peninsula in Mexico whose shock waves and subsequent dust clouds caused such severe climate change that many species could not adapt quickly enough to survive. It was in the wake of this event that the surviving life-forms adapted to fill the gaps and become the present successful fauna. Placental and marsupial mammals evolved at this time, as did penguins and marine mammals such as the seal and walrus.

At the beginning of the Cretaceous Birmingham was probably at the bottom of a shallow sea, that grew ever deeper, and was at a higher latitude than the present, perhaps on a  level with present-day northern Germany.
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Phanerozoic Aeon - Cenozoic Era
 - Tertiary Period

Epochs: Palaeocene, Eocene, Oligocene, Miocene, Pliocene

The name Cenozoic signifies recent life; the Tertiary is the third period following the Palaeozoic and Mesozoic. The -cene of the names of the epochs Palaeocene, Eocene, Oligocene, Miocene, Pliocene derives from Greek and means recent with respect to the types of modern flora and fauna to be found. The epochs are thus respectively ancient, dawn, fewest, less, more modern species. American usage is increasingly to dispense with the term Tertiary in favour of Palaeogene (Greek = old type) with reference to the Palaeocene, Eocene and Oligocene epochs, and to use Neogene (Greek = new type) to cover the Miocene and Pliocene. Some also include the Quaternary Period to the present as the Neogene.

The continents are recognisable as the precursors of the present. The Atlantic continued to widen, the Mediterranean to narrow. Europe was approaching its present position in the northern hemisphere. The break-up of the Laurasian supercontinent was completed in the Eocene by the formation of the Norwegian-Greenland Sea which united the Atlantic and Arctic oceans. Climatic conditions remained subtropical at northern latitudes during the Cenozoic Era. The early Eocene witnessed the warmest conditions of the Cenozoic with evidence of subtropical plants in the south-east of England.

During the Oligocene and Miocene periods the earth’s mantle swelled up beneath the Irish Sea causing the whole of Britain to tilt. The north-west of England was raised by up to 2km as a result of the same movements that created the Alps. It is likely that the horst of South Staffordshire and the East Warwickshire Plateau were raised up. During this and the succeeding periods of glaciation, erosion has moved millions of tonnes of rock from the surface of Britain, the more so at higher altitudes. The result of this is that older rocks can now be found at the surface in the north-west, with progressively younger rocks at the surface moving towards south-east of England.

This was a time of mammal diversification: mammals had existed for 100 million years but now evolved into many forms and spread dramatically. Hoofed mammals evolved during the Palaeocene Epoch and proliferated into horses, tapirs, and rhinoceroses, and into pigs, peccaries, hippopotamuses, camels, llamas, deer, giraffes, sheep, goats, musk-oxen, antelopes, and cattle. Elephants of many types spread throughout the world. Some mammals grew to giant size in the Pliocene such as the sabre-toothed cat, the giant ground sloths and woolly mammoths. At this time the first hominids appeared. Early humans did not emerge until the Pleistocene Epoch of the Quaternary Period. The first modern humans did not arrive here until after the Great Ice Age at the end of the Pleistocene.

Phanerozoic Aeon - Cenozoic Era

 - Quaternary Period - Pleistocene Epoch

The Pleistocene Epoch is usually known as The last Ice Age or The Ice Age. Its name derives from Greek = most modern (species) epoch.

The formation of glaciers actually began at the end of the Tertiary Period, but continued and ebbed and flowed throughout the Pleistocene. At times a third of the Earth was covered in ice, as were significant amounts of sea (At present one tenth of the earth is covered with ice.) There were ice sheets in North and South America, in the Alps, Siberia, New Zealand and even on African mountains on the Equator. Across northern Europe the Scandinavian Ice Sheet covered most of Britain (as far south as Bristol and north London) and Ireland, Germany, Poland and Russia. The weight of thousands of metres of ice (Birmingham was over a mile beneath the ic sheet) caused the land beneath to sink and land beyond to rise, the reverse occurring when the glaciers melted. Glaciers pushed huge quantities of rock which were deposited as moraines at the melting ends of the ice sheets. The Scandinavian ice sheet eroded the bedrock leaving patches of glacial drift several metres thick which had been shifted sometimes hundreds of miles.

Glacial ice completely covered the Midlands once only during the Anglian stage c444 thousand years ago. It is possible that ice also covered the Midlands during the Wolstonian stage 128-367 thousand years ago. The north west Midlands were covered during the latter part of the Devensian stage 15-20 thousand years ago This was the most recent ice age in Britain c10-116 thousand years ago.

The solid geology of the West Midlands is overlaid in places by a variable thickness of glacial drift deposits. These may be over 30m thick though 2-10m is more typical. The rock found in Birmingham drifts generally originates from North Wales and are made up of triassic sand and pebbles mixed with carboniferous and trassic clays.

Some large mammals evolved adapted to Arctic conditions, including woolly mammoth, woolly rhinoceros, musk ox, moose and reindeer. They lived in periglacial areas ie. on permafrost or tundra beyond the limit of the glaciers. Large temperate zone mammals present during the warmer inter-glacials included included elephant, mastodon, bison, hippopotamus, wild hog, deer, giant beaver, horse, and ground sloth. However, in general the temperate zone was much further south than the present.

The Pleistocene saw the appearance and evolution of our own genus, homo and is where where geological time merges into human prehistory. See STONE AGE BIRMINGHAM. The oldest species, homo habilis evolved during the late Pliocene. In Africa fossil evidence has been found 2 million years old. Homo erectus is found in Africa c1.6 million years ago, spreading to other parts of the world during the early Pleistocene; fossils have been found in China and Java c1 million years old. Early forms of our own species, homo sapiens, evolved in the middle Pleistocene c400 000 years ago. More modern forms, homo sapiens neanderthalensis appeared c100 000 years ago during the last interglaciation and are found in Europe and Asia. They became extinct c35 000 years ago replaced by ourselves. At the end of the Pleistocene many large mammals, including mammoths, mastodons, ground sloths, and giant beavers became extinct.

Evidence of homo heidelbergensis and homo neanderthalensis has been found in Essex and in Kent. They may well have walked this way too. In Warwickshire and Worcestershire have been found the fossilised bones of Pleistocene animals: auroch (the ancestor of European bison and domestic cattle), elephant, hippopotamus, hyena, mammoth, stag and wolf. Nearest to Birmingham were auroch, elephant and stag at Shustoke and mammoth bones at Dudley and Minworth. Stone Age handaxes have been discovered at Waverley Wood Farm Pit near Coventry. See STONE AGE BIRMINGHAM.
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Phanerozoic Aeon - Cenozoic Era

 - Quaternary Period - Holocene Epoch
The present epoch

The Quaternary is the fourth period following the Palaeozoic, Mesozoic and Tertiary. Holocene means most recent epoch ie. the present epoch. The end of the Pleistocene is generally taken to mark the end of the Great Ice Age. However, it cannot be known whether this is true or whether we are at present living in an interglacial period.

At the end of the Pleistocene the ice melted quickly. It is estimated that at its height c8000 before the present some 18 trillion tonnes of meltwater were being released annually raising the sea level by 5cm each year flooding former coastlines. As a result Britain became separated by sea from mainland Europe. Another effect caused by the removal of the tremendous weight of the ice sheets was that the level of the land previously under ice began to rise, in Scotland eventually by some 15 metres. The marginal bulge beyond the glaciers also began to subside: recent studies of the Solent show flooding of areas previously above sea level. The end of the Ice Age also saw an enormous increase in rainfall.

Gradually the ice-age tundra became covetred with the arctic trees, aspen and birch, subsequently pine and hazel, then alder and oak, then elm and lime, ash, beech, holly, hornbeam and maple which covered virtually the whole of Britain by 7000 BC. Neolithic people spread across Europe and Asia in a climate pleasantly warmer than the present. There were the beginnings of deforestation and consequent land erosion as Bronze Age people extended pastoral and arable agriculture as well as using charcoal for smelting. During the Holocene the human race has increasingly made a major impact on the Earth. However, despite the effects of global warming it is believed by some that we are at present in an interglacial period and that another ice age may be expected.

As for the future: it is estimated that the African continental plate will continue to collide with the Eurasian plate on which the British Isles is situated for many tens of millions of years. Eventually the Atlas mountain ranges of north-west Africa will be pushed up as far as Paris and Berlin. The Erasian plate is moving north-eastwards at a speed of some 8 mm per year and will, in perhaps250 million years, lie where Siberia is at present.

See STONE AGE BIRMINGHAM.
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The following is based on and adapted from John Morris Jones 1970-1980 Hall Green & Hereabout and other books.

Many millions of years ago in a climate much hotter than the present, most of the Birmingham area was covered by a vast shallow lake which lay below sea level. As there were no river outlets and water escaped only by evaporation, salts washed down into the lake became concentrated making the lake very salty. Over thousands and thousands of years enormous quantities of fine silt was washed down by floods from surrounding mountains and deposited on the lake bed forming a layer of clay hundreds of metres thick. This clay is known as mercia mudstone (formerly keuper marl).

The climate changed, the lake vanished and the dry red plain tilted slightly towards the north-east. The clay cracked and when it rained the water flowed along the cracks creating shallow streams and rivers. Gradually the valleys of the Cole, Rea and Tame were formed. However, the clay desert was only lightly grooved as yet.

During the most recent Ice Age which ended 10 000 years ago the land was buried beneath 3000 metres of ice. The climate was like that at the North Pole today. Slow-moving sheets of ice ground the tops from the Welsh Mountains and the great glaciers pushed great masses of earth and broken stone across the clay plain. In huge lakes blocked in by ice barriers a mile high, gales blew the water into mighty waves, which pounded the rocks into smooth gravel.

When the great thaw came, this rubble was left strewn over the landscape forming an uneven, fairly continuous layer known as glacial drift, composed of water-worn pebbles mixed with sand and clay with a few larger boulders.

As the glaciers melted great floods swept in torrents down the river valleys, washing away much of the drift, deepening the river beds into gorges. When conditions stabilised, ours was a sodden landscape: rain and countless tributary rills were starting to smooth and bevel the valley sides. Higher points and the ridges between streams were still covered in drift, but clay was exposed on the valley sides. The swollen rivers oozed through a morass of silt.

Vegetation returned, followed by animals and, some 10 000 years ago, by human beings. They found plateaux and ridges dry and firm, patchily wooded, with heath on the stoniest areas. From scores of springs at the edges of the drift, brooks rushed down the clay sides now hidden under dense oak and underbrush forest. The plateaux provided relatively easy travelling, but the slopes were muddy and the woods impenetrable. The valley floors were largely uncrossable bog: but here and there gravel deposits made the approaches and river bed firmer. These were discovered by animals and used by the hunters who followed their trails.

12 000 years of wind and rain and snow have rounded the valley sides, creating today's landscape; only the ridges between the rivers are flat-topped and covered with glacial drift, where it forms the highest ground; being relatively porous it soon dries out on top, but it holds water well and springs flow from its edges across the clay below. The slopes are gentle and valleys are filled with silt with trickles of streams. Overlying both the drift and the clay is 10 000 years' accumulation of topsoil, which is wetter and richer in humus on the clay.
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BIRMINGHAM ROCKS and NATURAL RESOURCES

  Red Sandstone
  Red Clay
  Sand and Pebbles
  Coal
  Drift
  Alluvium

NOTE:

Descriptions of natural resources and vegetation below relate to the period following the last Ice Age c10 000 BC; the landscape and climate being radically different before that time.

Red Sandstone

The Birmingham Ridge runs north to south from Lichfield, through Birmingham city centre and down to Bromsgrove; this is a strip of new red sandstone (keuper sandstone, now known as Bromsgrove sandstone) about a mile wide which was formed in dry hot desert conditions over 200 million years ago during the Triassic period.

Outcrops of sandstone are exposed in some places: for instance, at Spaghetti Junction (M6 Junction 6) B24 Tyburn Road, at Birmingham Botanical Gardens (the woodland walk) B15 Westbourne Road at Birmingham University (between South Car Park and Chancellors Court) B15 Edgbaston Park Road, along the east side of the M5 motorway south of Birmingham. Sutton Coldfield, Pype Hayes, Witton, Erdington, Birmingham, Edgbaston and Northfield were early settlements on the Birmingham sandstone ridge.

Open woods and grassland used to grow on sandstone soil where early hunters would have found deer, hares and birds. Sandstone soil can be good for farming and is easy to plough, but rainwater tends to run through quickly and crops may struggle in dry weather. Travelling on sandstone lands is easy whatever the weather. The stone is easy to cut for building but it wears badly; see some of the stonework of Yardley or Castle Bromwich churches, for instance.

The east edge of the sandstone marks a geological faultline which was particularly important to the successful development of Birmingham. Water percolated through the porous sandstone until it met the impervious red clay. Along the faultline was a series of springs which gave ample supplies of water, a factor critical in the town’s early industrial development.

Birmingham’s only caves were to be found in the sandstone cliffs at B24 Gravelly Hill in the cliff at the foot of Copeley Hill west of Slade Road; the cliffs were made by the action of the River Tame wearing its way through the sandstone ridge. The caves were known as the Dwarf Holes certainly from 1490 and were probably natural caves which had been artificially enlarged, though when it not known. In 1900 they were rediscovered during sewerage work and blocked up; they were used as air-raid shelters during World War 2 and destroyed by the building of Spaghetti Junction 1973. (Photograph in Drake 1995 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY). Many Victorian sandstone garden walls can still be seen along Gravelly Hill.

Red Clay

East of the Birmingham sandstone ridge is very wide area of red clay (mercia mudstone, formerly known as keuper marl) laid down during the Triassic. The tiny grains stick together when wet and water cannot pass through. Streams on clay land flood quickly when it rains, but not for long.

On clay land there were thick forests of oak and ash with holly, briar and bramble. Stone Age hunters found hares, deer and wild pigs here as well as nuts and berries. Forest trees were used to build houses and to make carts, ploughs and furniture. And wood was crucial for making fires. Wood was later made into charcoal for melting iron. Until the Middle Ages this was part of the Forest of Arden covering much of Warwickshire north of Stratford-upon-Avon.

There are remnants of the Forest of Arden survive (although these may have been replanted at times in the past.

@ @ @   B30 Bournville Acacia Road/ Maple Road (west of the junction) - Stock Wood is believed to be one of the few remnants of the Forest of Arden in Birmingham, although no existing trees are older than 150 years. Owned and managed by Bournville Trust it is private and kept locked. (Formerly known as Camp Wood there may be a Civil War connection.)

Early farmers found clay hard to plough, but clay lands make good farmland when broken up. Although clay can be rock-hard when dry, it retains moisture, minerals and nutrients and makes fertile soil. The clay which has a high lime content was later dug and spread by farmers onto sandy or gravelly land to improve it; old marl pits were later used to water livestock can be found marked on early Ordnance Survey maps. In wet weather travel could be very difficult across the sticky clay lands. Early settlements on clay lands were usually on drift. This clay is good for making pots and tiles; there were many claypits and brick works in the area; B9 St Andrews Football Ground, for instance, was laid out on the site of extensive clay workings. Thousands Victorian houses in Birmingham are built of bricks made from Birmingham clay.

Sand and Pebbles

West of the sandstone ridge is a mixture of sand and pebbles, beds of quartzite bunter sandstone and pebbles derived from the sandstone. The name of this Triassic strata derives from German bunter, meaning bright or variegated in colour; pebbles occur in a range of colours, reds, browns and yellows. These formations have now been reclassified: Bunter sandstone is now known as Wildmoor sandstone; the bunter pebble beds are now known as pebbly sandstones of the Kidderminster Formation. 

The red colour of this Triassic sandstone indicates land-borne rather than sea-bed erosion, transportation and deposition possibly wind-blown in desert of the result of river action. As the iron in the sand oxidises on contact with the air, it takes on a rusty red colour. This was formerly heathland, long grass with bushes and few small trees. Stone Age people used the pebbles as tools. The soil is light, drains quickly taking with it any nutrients and is prone to drought. It is not particularly good for farming. Where there were pebbles early people would find difficulty ploughing, but sandy soils would be much easier. Great Barr, Perry Barr, Handsworth, the Sutton plateau, Aston, Hockley, Winson Green, Smethwick, Rotton Park, Ladywood, Harborne, Quinton, Bartley Green, and Rubery are on sand and pebble land.

Coal

Coal is found further west than the sand and pebbles, from Cannock to Stourbridge in the Black Country. Coal consists of the fossilised remains of giant ferns and other plants which flourished during the tropical climate of the Carboniferous period some 300 million years ago. With the coal there is often sandstone, clay and iron ore. All these were vitally important during the Industrial Revolution for smelting iron to make machinery and goods. In Birmingham coal was mined at Hamstead and nearby at Sandwell Valley. However, all the economically viable coal has now been dug out and there are no coal mines left in Birmingham or the Black Country. Coal is still mined east of Birmingham between Tamworth and Warwick.

Drift

During the Ice Ages huge glaciers pushed millions of tonnes of sand, gravel and pebbles downwards from Wales and from the north of Britain towards the Midlands. However, much glacial drift is comprised of rock from relatively local underlying formations. Glacial drifts with different mixtures of sand and gravel, pebbles and clay are found in many places on top of other rock.

Where sand and gravel drifts are found on top of red clay, trees do not grow closely together. Ploughing is easier and there are drier places to build houses. Springs of fresh water can often be found at the edge of the drift. These were the first places people settled, often on south-facing slopes. Early settlements at Yardley and Moseley are on drift; in open land at the rear of Castle Bromwich Hall Gardens, B36 Chester Road exposed sand can be seen. Drift makes good routes for travelling even near rivers and in wet weather as long as the muddy valley bottoms are avoided. Drift on river beds makes good crossing places.

Sand and gravel were quarried commercially: Little Pitts Farm B24 Chester Road was named after holes left by such excavations; a hollow remains in Pype Hayes Park and there were sandpits on Hodge Hill Common.

Alluvium

Alluvium is fertile mud or river silt washed down into the valleys. In some valleys it made large swampy areas which were difficult to cross. Alder and willow grow well near water and were used for building and basket making. Alluvium is good black soil for farmers. Long lush grass is good for grazing cattle or for drying as hay for winter. River reeds were used for thatching roofs. The rivers gave water for drinking, for fishing, for travelling and later power for the water mills.
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The Stone Age covers a vast period of time from c500 000 to c4000 years ago and saw the extinction of our ancestor species and the emergence of our own species, anatomically modern man, homo sapiens sapiens. It is divided into the following units:

The Palaeolithic - the Old Stone Age

Lower Palaeolithic: the oldest part of the Old Stone Age has left evidence often in the form of handaxes as the main tool. The oldest known evidence of this period in Britain is about 500 000 years ago. At this time homo heidelbergensis and homo sapiens neanderthalensis are known to have The period continues until c130 000 years ago.

Middle Palaeolithic: a period during the last Ice Age, the later Pleistocene c100 000 and 40 000 years ago, which has produced evidence of flint flakes made from cores and flake tools as well as a variety of handaxes and produced by neanderthal people.

Upper Palaeolithic: a period in the late Pleistocene, c 40 000 -10 000 years ago, when evidence first appears in Britain of stone tools made by modern humans, homo sapiens sapiens. This period is divided into the Early and Late Upper Palaeolithic. 
The Early Upper Palaeolithic lasted  from c40 000 to 30 000 years ago and is separated from the Late Upper Palaeolithic by the last glaciation c18 000 years ago. The Late Upper Palaeolithic dates from c15 000 to 10 000 years ago.
Mesolithic - the Middle Stone Age
A period following the end of the last Ice Age c10 000 to 7000 years ago. Mesolithic evidence includes small flint tools known as microliths. These might be used together in a wooden handle to form a knife or used to make barbs or arrow tips. The way of life was nomadic possibly following herds of animals to hunt and gathering plant foods.

Neolithic - the New Stone Age
A period when the first farmers and animal herders appeared. Evidence now includes pottery and polished stone axes. In Britain the Neolithic started c7000 years ago and lasted until the Bronze Age c 4000 years ago.
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Prehistoric Birmingham - Evidence

Prehistory refers to the time before anything was written down; what is known of prehistory has to be learned by archaeologists who often dig to find what people left behind. Archaeologists face a number of problems whether investigating prehistory or later history:

- After thousands of years most evidence has rotted or been destroyed and evidence found is only a tiny part of the whole.

- Much is found by chance by the public. The more people live in an area, the more that is likely to be found. However, chance finds are usually easily recognisable objects, coins being an obvious example. A stone tool or broken pot may not recognisable to a lay person. Wooden houses and evidence of farming leave little trace and is easily and permanently destroyed by subsequent building.

- The finding of evidence is patchy and depends on what use has been made of the land since. It also depends on whether archaeologists have looked for it. Sutton Park and rural east Sutton have yielded a disproportionate number of finds for these reasons. It might be reasonable to assume the rest of Birmingham would yield the same abundant evidence; on the other hand this is not necessarily so.

- Archaeologists can only guess what was the original use of their finds. Archaeological evidence does not reveal what people said or thought.

Archaeologists look at the evidence and try to fit clues together. Using evidence from other parts of Britain and from other parts of the world it is possible to make intelligent guesses about the past.
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(The Palaeolithic) Before 10 000 BC
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Key Points -

There is very little Old Stone Age evidence for the Birmingham area: much evidence of the Old Stone Age was destroyed by the Ice Ages. It is not known whether there was ever much human activity here. Some evidence does exist, however, to show that there were hunter-gatherers in this area 250 000 years ago.

Evidence of the Old Stone Age

Lower Palaeolithic - Early Old Stone Age
The human race evolved in Africa over a million years ago. However, it was hundreds of thousands of years before human beings spread to every part of the world. The first people to reach Britain walked across from France, Belgium, the Netherlands and Germany some 500 000 years ago. There was no sea between us then and the land looked very different. The modern lie of the land, the coastline, hills, valleys and rivers, took its present shape after the last Ice Age 10 000 years ago. It is believed that the first colonisers followed the course of a lost river, now given the name the River Bytham. This great river, which has been identified by gravel deposits along its course, drained the southern Pennines and south-west Midlands and flowed from Stratford-upon-Avon east of Coventry before running eastwards from Leicester through East Anglia and across the North Sea (still land at that time.) A number of Old Stone Age sites are known along the course of this ancient river, the nearest being at the gravel quarry and land-fill site at Waverley Wood Farm Pit south-west of Coventry.

Archaeological digs have revealed an enormous amount of information about this site with finds of extinct species of elephant, horse bison, shrew, water vole and mole. Finds of insect species allow a picture to be built up of the site 500 000 years ago. The River Bytham was some 150m wide and meandered across a broad flood plain leaving abandoned loops filled with sediment. Nearest the river were reed swamps, further away water meadows and yet further a dry grassland plain. Beyond the plain on higher ground was woodland of pine and spruce. The climate was generally cool. A single quartzite flake in mint condition was found in the sandy bed of the river, evidence of stone tool manufacture here. Four handaxes, a cobble tool, a scraper and a second flake have also been found. These tools are c500 000 years old and the oldest yet found in Britain. They are probably evidence of a temporary camp made by a group of early hunters attracted here by large herds of game. Three of the handaxes are made of a hard volcanic rock either from North Wales or the Lake District. As no such volcanic flakes were found here, it follows that these handaxes were made elsewhere and brought to this site. Two axes are so similar in workmanship that it is believed that they were made by the same tool-maker at the same time and place. The tools which had never been used are now in the Warwickshire Museum.

The oldest human bones in Britain were found in 1995 at Boxgrove near Chichester, West Sussex by an amateur archaeologist at a large dig in a quarry. Among thousands of fossils of robins, starlings, giant deer, wolves, bears, rabbits, hedgehogs and badgers, as well as lions, elephants and hyenas, was the fossilised shin bone of a human left leg. It probably belonged to a man 1.85m tall of stocky build weighing c80kg and living c480 000 years ago. The bone is in the Natural History Museum London. Two teeth from another individual were also found. Numerous flint hand tools have been excavated as well as horse and rhino bones likely to have been killed by human hunters and bearing unmistakable signs that they had been dismembered using flint tools. Boxgrove Man, homo heidelbergensis is believed to have been a homo sapiens hominid, possibly a neanderthal ancestor and not a direct ancestor of our own.

East of London at Swanscombe, Kent on the River Thames were found the bones of a teenage girl, homo sapiens neanderthalensis who lived about 400 000 years ago. Neanderthals were not direct ancestors of homo sapiens sapiens, anatomically modern humans. No evidence of permanent settlements has been found in Britain and it is assumed that Old Stone Age people were nomadic.

Britain’s most severe glaciation was the Anglian 478 000 years ago, when the ice sheets reached as far south as London. For over 50 000 years Britain was uninhabitable. The weight and movement of the ice over this long period changed the landscape dramatically: the ice ground down mountains, carved new valleys and created rivers such as the Severn and the Avon. The River Bytham disappeared altogether.

The warm Hoxnian 424 000 - 380 000 years ago led to recolonisation and evidence from the south of England is plentiful with thousands of handaxes and other stone tools being discovered. There is, however, little sign of occupation in our area. After the Anglian glaciation there were eleven glacial and interglacial cycles.

The Wolstonian glaciation was followed by the Ipswichian interglacial 130 000 - 110 000 years ago when Britain was warm enough to support animals we now find in African climates, such as hippopotamus. However, there is no evidence of human occupation between 180 000 and 60 000 years ago. It is likely that the melting waters caused a rise in the sea level which flooded the English Channel and made Britain temporarily an island.

Middle Palaeolithic - Middle Old Stone Age

Evidence of the return of Neanderthal people using a more sophisticated handaxe c60 000 years ago has been found: this period is defined as Middle Palaeolithic. There is no evidence of humans in the Midlands, but evidence of woolly rhino, mammoth, reindeer, horse, bison and wolf has been unearthed at Whitemoor Haye Quarry, Staffordshire.

Upper Palaeolithic - Late Old Stone Age

Our own species, homo sapiens sapiens, using more sophisticated stone and a variety of other tools replaced the Neanderthals completely c40 000 to 30 000 years ago. This marks the beginning of the Upper Palaeolithic. In Goats Cave at Paviland on the Gower peninsula in South Wales a young man was found ceremonially buried, bones of mammoth, cave bear, woolly rhinoceros, elk and hyena were found nearby. In caves at Creswell Crags, Derbyshire assemblages of various artefacts were found including representations engraved on bone of a horse’s head, a reindeer and a stylised human form.

The Devensian glaciation 15-20 thousand years ago covered Britain in ice roughly north of a line between the Bristol Channel and the Humber estuary. It reached as far south as Birmingham. This country was again uninhabitable until c13 000 years ago. A further very cold spell led to the abandonment of  Britain again until c10 000 years ago when the glaciers melted for the last time and the Middle Stone Age began.
No human bones have been found near Birmingham, but in Warwickshire and Worcestershire have been found the fossilised bones of Old Stone Age animals: auroch (the ancestor of European bison and domestic cattle), elephant, hippopotamus, hyena, mammoth, stag and wolf. Nearest to Birmingham were auroch, elephant and stag found at Shustoke and mammoth bones at Dudley and Minworth.

Only a small number of Old Stone Age tools have been found in Birmingham. It is probable that there was only ever a tiny population of nomadic hunter-gatherers in the Birmingham area living on temporary sites in open well-drained country on sand and gravel drift above the flood-level of the rivers.

Old Stone Age tools may be found other than where they were dropped. They may have been moved by Ice Age glaciers or by huge rivers of melting ice or moved in modern times by human action.

No Birmingham axes were found by deliberate excavation; all were found by chance.
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 @ @ @   B8 Saltley College Road
 The Saltley handaxe was the first Old Stone Age implement to be discovered in Warwickshire. This is a good example fashioned from quartzite, 8 cm long and over 200 000 years old. It was found 1890 by Mr T Sandon of St Peters College in a gravel pit 50m in front of the college. It is similar to one found at Creswell Crags, Derbyshire, an important cave site with many implements. On display in Birmingham Museum. BSMR


@ @ @   B8 Saltley Adderley Road/ Hams Road
 Handaxe now in Birmingham Museum. BSMR


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Brook Road/ Harborne Road
 Handaxe found by Charles Wallis 1912 in a disused quarry. BSMR


@ @ @   B23 Erdington Court Lane
 13cm long pinkish-brown quartzite handaxe c250 000 years old found on the surface of a garden. Birmingham Museum. BSMR


@ @ @   B78 Hurst Green Wishaw Lane

A likely flint core, debris from flint tool making, was found during fieldwalking west of the lane.


The Old Stone Age - Some Points to Think About

Only four Old Stone Age axes have been found in Birmingham. Does this mean that only four Stone Age people walked this way and dropped their axes? Why have so few axes have been found? Would we always recognise a piece of stone as being a Stone Age tool? What other evidence might we expect to find? Did Old Stone Age people use organic materials such as wood, animal skin and bones? What happened to them?

Imagine Old Stone Age Birmingham

You are looking a dense deciduous jungle 250 000 years ago. In every direction there are trees: mostly oak but also hazel and alder, lime and yew. The weather is warm and moist. A long way off you can hear the trumpeting of elephants. Maybe a lion is hunting.

Not far away is a wide slow river where you can see a herd of hippopotamus, their eyes and noses just peeping out of the warm water. You turn to look as a flock of birds fly up from the jungle trees.

The birds have been frightened by human beings coming through the forest. You see by their sharp blooded sticks that they are hunters and they have caught a deer. One carries a stone handaxe. He waves it above his head and calls out as more people come running to meet them. This is a good catch for the tribe. Deer meat will make a welcome change from fruit and berries. The skin will be made into clothes and the bones can be sharpened to make tools.

Soon everyone is busy. The man puts his handaxe on the ground and now he is using the sharp edge of a flintstone to cut up the deer; some people bring wood while others build up the fire and others put meat on sticks to cook. The fire burns, the meat sizzles and the man who had the handaxe and his tribe get ready to feast.

The ice came back and Birmingham was buried under three thousand of metres of ice. The slow movement of thousands of tonnes of ice in the glaciers changed the landscape and destroyed much of the Old Stone Age evidence. About 10 000 BC Britain became warmer and the ice melted for the last time. By 6000 BC melting ice caused the sea level to rise, the English Channel flooded and Britain became an island.
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Key Points -

The Middle Stone Age followed the Ice Age. Great forests, rushing rivers and swampland dominated the landscape. There is evidence of hunter-gatherers. Finds of flint from outside this area suggest travel and trade.

Evidence of the Middle Stone Age

After the retreat of the ice, huge herds of bison, deer, horse and cattle roamed the tundra with nomadic hunters following. As the climate continued to get warmer the tundra became more and more heavily forested. Britain was not an island but joined to mainland Europe until c6000 BC.

At Star Carr near Scarborough in Yorkshire archaeologists have found Middle Stone Age evidence. A regular winter camp site over 7000 years old has been excavated by a former lake in the Vale of Pickering. The camp would have been used by several families. People used flint-tipped fishing spears and bows with flint-tipped arrows to hunt elk, deer, pigs and aurochs (giant cattle). The skull of Britain’s earliest domestic dog was found here. Birch trees were felled with flint axes and the bark used to make containers.

In southern England evidence has been found of shelters made of branches and of pits covered with rushes. Middle Stone Age people were nomadic, hunting and gathering food where it was available, but they would settle in one place as long as they had shelter, water and food.

The land was covered with thick forest, large rivers and much swamp. As with the Old Stone Age in the Birmingham area there seems to have been a very small population of nomadic hunter-gatherers who kept to well-drained open sites on sand and gravel drift where tree cover was less dense.

None of the Birmingham finds were by chance. The Sutton Park flints were discovered by careful observation of worn paths; others by fieldwalking, archaeologists walking side by side in line across ploughed fields deliberately searching for objects.

Only poor quality flint is found naturally near Birmingham in pebbles in glacial drift. Flint objects found here are small, of poor quality stone and often have the cortex (the poor outer layer) still in place; this is never found in the flint areas of the south of England. Finds of flint flakes show that people had settled in a place long enough to make tools and use them. Settlements would be near water and probably at the edge of woods where the light encouraged more fruit, nuts and animals.

GAZETTEER
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@ @ @   B21/ B70 Sandwell Sandwell Country Valley Park Park Lane
 The Sandwell Valley flints: a significant find of c870 flints was discovered by fieldwalking at Sandwell Priory and Sandwell Hall. These were made from small pebbles brought from elsewhere and made into tools on site. People of the Middle Stone Age were nomadic and so this is likely to have been a small hunting camp rather than a settled base. The camp was probably was reoccupied a number of times hence the large number of finds. Presumably the hunting was so good here that the hunters returned each year.


@ @ @   B23 New Oscott College Road/ Chester Road
 Flint tool found at Oscott College BSMR


@ @ @   B74 Sutton Park near Little Bracebridge Pool
 Flint flake BSMR


@ @ @   B74 Sutton Park near Little Bracebridge
 2 flint scrapers, part of a blade, flint flake and flint chips found 1959 beside a path leading north from Little Bracebridge Pool. The flake and chips show that tools had been made here. BSMR


@ @ @   B74 Sutton Park near Rowton Well/ Rowtons Well
 Flint core: the flint left after arrows and scrapers have been chipped off a larger piece, ie. waste, cf. an apple core. 


@ @ @   B75 Sutton Coldfield Hill Wood Road
 The Manorial Wood flints: 16 flints were found in two fields by archaeologists during fieldwalking at Manorial Wood. Though few compared with other British sites, the number of flints found here make this an important Birmingham site - see comments on Sandwell Valley above. BSMR


@ @ @   B76 Wiggins Hill Wiggins Hill Road 

Two late mesolithic flint cores, from which flint flakes and blades were struck, found near Wiggins HillThese suggest an area of flint tool manufacture, and therefore of settlement, probably a temporary base-camp for hunting.
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Forests were increasingly cleared for farming during the New Stone Age, although dense forest remained on the clay lands in the east of the Birmingham area. There is clear evidence of occupation though only a small thinly scattered population is likely, perhaps some 20 000 people across the whole of Britain. Stone tools from Cornwall and Wales show evidence of travel and trade.

Evidence of the New Stone Age

New Stone Age settlers came to Britain from the Baltic and Mediterranean. The climate was growing cooler. The new settlers were farmers who sowed seeds to grow crops for food. They kept sheep, cattle, goats, pigs, horses and dogs. They also have hunted for food but now they lived in one place in small farming villages where they grew crops and kept herd animals. New Stone Age people made clay pots and spun wool and wove cloth.

Exactly how the clearance of the great forests was achieved by a small Neolithic population is unknown. Stone axes would have been of little use in feeling substantial hardwood trees, neither does fire make much impact. It may be assumed that they first cleared areas of light cover first and that grazing animals prevented regrowth even in areas of denser forest. However, it was done, it is likely that by the end of the New Stone Age substantial inroads had been made on the forests that had previously covered almost the entire country. This would not have been the case in the area later known as the Forest of Arden. There was substantial forest here until the Middle Ages.

Excavation from Carn Brea near Redruth, Cornwall has revealed a hill-top village of 3700 BC with a 2m high boulder wall protecting the homes of 200 people. The co-operative labour of 30 people working for 6 months would have been needed to build the wall alone. The village was surrounded by wheat fields. About 3400 BC the village was abandoned; evidence of fire has been found as well as some thousand arrow heads around the site.

No evidence of villages or fields has been found in Birmingham from the New Stone Age; subsequent ploughing and building would easily obliterate any traces. No pottery has been found; more stone tools have been found than from earlier times, but they primitive compared with implements from further south. Arable farming would have been possible on gravelly sandy sites where tree cover was less dense and the land easier to work; pastoral farming would have taken advantage of gravel areas near rivers but above the swampy flood plain. No evidence has been found from Castle Bromwich but this would be a typical site. It would appear that the Birmingham area was thinly populated and culturally backward, a fact attributable to dense forest and the difficulties of cultivation.

Stone axes were too heavy for hunting and were possibly used for felling small trees after burning to clear land for agriculture. New Stone Age people were farmers, but the number of arrowheads found suggests that they were also hunters or warriors. Unlike the mesolithic period, neolithic flint-work is generally made from larger pieces of higher quality raw flint imported from areas of chalk geology.

The majority of Birmingham finds are chance finds.

Ancient Routes

The earliest tracks were made by animals where ground was easiest underfoot and crossing rivers where fording was safest; these same tracks were followed by human beings. During the New Stone Age long distance routes across Britain were used for trade.

One such is believed to have linked Cardigan Bay via Quinton and Barr Beacon and on to Cannock and northwards.

The following local routes may date from Anglo-Saxon times or earlier; earlier dates may be conjectured as these routes follow ridges between rivers on lighter drier soils and ford rivers at points where glacial drift makes crossing easier.

Part of an ancient local route is the Yardley ridgeway from Pershore to the River Cole crossing at Trittiford, B13 Yardley Wood, Trittiford Road/ Highfield Road via B14 School Road, B28 Highfield Road, Fox Hollies Road, B27 Broad Road, Flint Green Road, Rookwood Road, Dalston Road, Wynford Road, Yardley Road. Here the route splits, one way going along the ridge via B25 Church Road to B33 Cole Hall Lane before meeting the Chester Road at B36 Castle Bromwich, the other following the valley of Stich Brook along Stoney Lane to the River Cole crossing at B8 Stechford Lane to Bromford.

The Chester Road is an ancient route from (locally) B36 Castle Bromwich through B24 Erdington to Brownhills (A452) and was still marked on 17th-century maps as the Ridgeway.

A ridgeway ran along B6 Lozells Lane/ Victoria Road via the Lichfield Road to the Tame ford at Salford Bridge.

A route from Birmingham to Salford ran via Coleshill Street ran via Ashted Row (now gone), Bloomsbury Street and along the ridge via Nechells Park Road; travellers to the hundred moot at Hemlingford near Kingsbury, later at Coleshill, would have crossed the Rea at Saltley Ford (Saltley Viaduct) travelling via Alum Rock Road to Castle Bromwich; this is recorded 1250.
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@ @ @   B12 Digbeth Deritend
 The Digbeth axe: a polished axe of Langdale stone (Lake District) was found 1953 half a metre below ground level during road widening near the site of St John’s Chapel (demolished 1947), almost opposite the Old Crown Inn. BSMR


@ @ @   B14 Druids Heath/ Kings Norton Druids Lane
 Part of a stone axe BSMR


@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath near Stirchley Brook
 Perforated stone tool BSMR


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Derry Close
 Leaf-shaped flint arrowhead BSMR


@ @ @   B21 Handsworth Queens Head Road
 Polished stone axe of Cornish stone found by Mrs James in her garden. Birmingham Museum. BSMR


@ @ @   B23 New Oscott College Road/ Chester Road
 Flint flake found at Oscott College during archaeological fieldwalking BSMR


@ @ @   B24 Erdington/ Tyburn Chester Road
 Stone axe reported from former Tyburn Waterworks BSMR


@ @ @   B25 Yardley Hobmoor Croft
 5cm brown flint blade found in a garden. Birmingham Museum. BSMR


@ @ @   B29 Selly Oak Weoley Park Road
 Flint scraper found 1915 by Edmund Dendy removing turf from the field next to his garden. BSMR


@ @ @   B29 Selly Park Selly Park Road/ Raddlebarn Road/ Warwards Lane
 Small piece of worked flint found 1995 at St Marys Hospice while a research team was looking for traces of a Roman road. 


@ @ @   B30 Bournville Bond Street
 6cm long axe made of stone from Craig Llwyd axe factory, Penmaenmawr, North Wales found when Bond Street was laid out 1899. BSMR


@ @ @   B30 Bournville/ Cotteridge
 Stone axe now lost. BSMR


@ @ @   B30 Cotteridge/ Kings Norton Selly Oak Road
 Flint axe BSMR


@ @ @   B30 Stirchley Cartland Road
 Unfinished axe hammer of Nuneaton stone found during sewer excavations at Vicarage Farm when Pineapple Estate was laid out 1933. BSMR


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Quarry Lane
 Scraper of yellowish chert, a flint-like quartz. Birmingham Museum. BSMR


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Tessal Lane
 Stone axe BSMR


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Wychall Road
 6.5cm long flint scraper 6000-3000 BC in very good condition found at Wychall Road Allotments 300m north-west of the River Rea by Mr Day of Northfield 1967 BSMR


@ @ @   B45 Rednal Lickey Road
 Leaf-shaped flint arrowhead BSMR


@ @ @   B47 Hollywood Chantry Close
 Flint arrowhead and scraper. Birmingham Museum


@ @ @   B74 Four Oaks/ Hill Hook Clarence Road
 Leaf-shaped arrowhead BSMR


@ @ @   B74 Sutton Park near Longmoor Pool
 Flint arrowheads found when clearing drainage ditches during World War 2 by German prisoners-of-war who were allowed to take them home. BSMR


@ @ @   B75 Four Oaks Jacksons Fields (location uncertain)
 Stone axe BSMR


@ @ @   B75 Four Oaks/ Ley Hill Queenswood Road
 Leaf-shaped flint arrowhead BSMR

@ @ @   B76 Fox Hollies Sutton Coldfield Fox Hollies Road/ Webster Way
 Late neolithic flint found in a field near Fox Hollies west of Peddimore Hall; and a flint scraper later retouched with a knife.


@ @ @   B76/ B46 Minworth/ Curdworth Kingsbury Road
 Polished stone axe found at Curdworth Sewage Works BSMR


  @ @ @   B76 Wishaw/ Over Green/ Sutton Coldfield Grove Lane/ Bulls Lane
 8 late neolithic flint cores found near Hermitage Farm implying a site of flint tool manufacture and therefore settlement.

@ @ @   B78 Hurst Green Wishaw Lane

 Late neolithic flint cores found west of Wishaw Lane

@ @ @   WS9 Barr Beacon Beacon Road
 Two stone hammers, one perforated and of a rare type and a naturally perforated flint hammer found in the 1870s. BSMR


The New Stone Age - Some Points to Think About

Flint is not naturally found near Birmingham. How did Stone Age people in Birmingham get it to make tools and weapons? What could they have traded for it: food, skins, people? What do the finds at Minworth and at Bond Street Bournville tell archaeologists? What about the find at Cartland Road Stirchley?

If the evidence shows that New Stone Age people lived and farmed in the Birmingham area, where did they live? Why are there no signs of settlements or fields, of pottery or clothing?

Why did New Stone Age people began to farm for food? Growing crops means keeping seeds to sow each year, digging the ground, weeding, maybe watering, and harvesting. It means building houses and having to live in one place. What happens if there is a flood or a drought or there isn’t enough food to last till the next harvest? Isn’t it easier to pick fruit from the trees and hunt wild animals?

Arrow heads suggest hunting: why did New Stone Age people hunt when they grew crops and kept livestock? On some sites (not in Birmingham) deer bones have been found. Did they hunt for pleasure or variety of diet?

At a site on Crinkley Hill, Gloucestershire a New Stone Age fort has been found with numbers of arrowheads round the entrance. Were arrows also a weapon of war? With so few people in the country why should people need to fight each other?
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You are looking at a small village in a clearing in the forest. Smoke drifts up from five or six low huts. The roofs are thatched and the walls are like fences daubed with thick mud.

Everywhere people are working. A group is digging at the hard soil with deer antlers tied to sticks. It’s hard work but it must be done if the seeds are to be sown. They saved the best seeds from last year’s crops of barley and wheat, peas and beans, but the crops have not been growing well in the past few years. Already the tribe have been talking about clearing new land to grow their crops - but it will be a long hard job.

The tribe have chosen a clearing with not too many trees. But some trees have been burnt and must be chopped down with stone axes and the roots pulled out before the ground can be dug and seeds planted. The next few years may be difficult; they will need to use their hunting skills.

At the far end of the clearing two children are watching over a small herd of thin cows eating the grass. Not far away the village dogs are barking at a group of children playing at throwing spears. With practice their aim will get better and they will join the hunters and use the best polished flint spears. Some of the hunters are experts with bows and arrows. Arrows are good for silently shooting an animal some distance away, but it isn’t always easy to find the precious flint arrowheads afterwards.

Near one of the huts some people are thumping a small smooth log into a large wooden tub. They are grinding corn to make flour. The farmers are hungry but there’s still a lot of work to do before it’s time to eat.
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Key Points -

The size of the Bronze Age population cannot be known, but the large number of burnt mounds discovered suggests widespread occupation. Bronze tools are primitive and few compared with southern England. Continuing dense forest suggests that animal husbandry may have predominated over arable farming.

Evidence of the Bronze Age

People came to Britain from France, Spain and Germany who knew how to melt copper and tin (9:1) to make bronze. Bronze did not replace stone. Although bronze is light and easily worked, it is also easily blunted and may have been used for woodworking and carpentry, and for ornaments as much as for tools. Stone is heavy and better for working with timber. The ability to make bronze need not imply a better technology, rather a different one. Great skill is needed to make the best flint arrowheads, and this skill was not lost.

It is not known how many newcomers there were compared with the native Stone Age population, nor whether the one group conquered or replaced the other, or whether they intermarried or whether it was the technology that spread from one group to the other.

In a climate warmer than present Dartmoor was extensively farmed. Villages of thatched round huts with a central wooden support have been found as well as many miles of stone field walls. About 1000 BC the climate grew colder and wetter, Dartmoor was abandoned never to be farmed again and the ruins thus preserved.

It is reckoned that by the end of the Bronze Age some half of the country’s original wildwood had been felled to varying degrees. This would not have been the case in the area later known as the Forest of Arden. There was substantial forest here until the Middle Ages.

No evidence of cultivated land has been found near Birmingham; it is likely that herding was important near rivers and forest areas. Comparatively few tools have been found and no pottery and Bronze Age stone implements show a backwardness not typical of areas further south. However, the number of burnt mounds so far discovered seem to indicate a larger population than hitherto imagined.
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(BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B24 Erdington/ Bromford Bromford Lane/ Canal Lane
 Bromford hoarstone: a standing stone used as a hoarstone (a boundary marker probably from medieval times) stood by the canal near the Navigation Inn; when the canal was cut the stone was partially buried; by 1884 it was covered altogether. Christopher Chattock the Castle Bromwich antiquary conjectured that it originated from Bronze Age burial mounds on Hodge Hill Common. Stone is not found naturally here; the nearest available would be along the Birmingham sandstone ridge, at Gravelly Hill, for example. (Chattock 1884)


@ @ @   B36 Hodge Hill Bromford Road/ Chattock Close
 Hodge Hill standing stone: a standing stone stood until the late 19th century 1.5m above the ground on the right-hand side of Bromford Road where it leaves Hodge Hill Common; it was used as a hoarstone or boundary marker on the Chattock estate and was believed by Christopher Chattock (BIBLIOGRAPHY Chattock 1884) to have been taken from the nearby Bronze Age burial mounds.


@ @ @   B36 Hodge Hill Coleshill Road/ Bromford Road
 Hodge Hill barrows: Chattock reported having seen burial mounds or barrows on Hodge Hill Common in the late 19th century; he believed them to be of Bronze Age origin. One 5m x 2m and a metre high stood north of Buckland End Lane and had been partially demolished by the Birmingham-Castle Bromwich turnpike road; east of it was a large mound 40m x 12m with a 2m mound just south of it and 10m to the east two more mounds, the northernmost over 10m in diameter. These no longer seem to be visible.


@ @ @   B36 Castle Bromwich Chelmsley Collector Road/ M6
 Castle Bromwich Castle prehistoric site: Bronze Age pits and pottery were found 1969-1970 during an archaeological dig at the foot of the Norman motte of Castle Bromwich castle prior to the construction of the Chelmsley Collector Road. Roman evidence was also found on the site. This must have always been a prime site of occupation situated on the well-drained land above an important crossing of the River Tame; the Chester Road is believed to be a prehistoric ridgeway of more than local significance. (To my knowledge the report of the Castle Bromwich excavations has never been published.) BSMR


@ @ @   B44 Kingstanding Kingstanding Road/ Cooksey Lane (north-west corner)
 The Kings Standing may be Birmingham’s only Bronze Age burial mound, diameter now 20m and 1m high, though it was certainly higher in the past. If it is a burial mound it is a very rare occurrence in this area. Kings Standing Mound is now a Scheduled Ancient Monument alongside the old Roman Icknield Street/ Ryknield Street, which was probably already an ancient trackway.

A medieval standing was where the king would wait to have deer driven past so that he could chase with a fair chance of success. It is not known which king this refers to. At the beginning of the Civil War King Charles I is believed to have reviewed troops newly recruited from Shropshire here. A new tenant levelled the mound but then rebuilt it on hearing from his neighbours of its royal association. BSMR


@ @ @   B72 Maney Hill Monkseaton Road
 The Maney Hill padstone: this is believed to be the site of a standing stone of unknown origin taken for use as a padstone for the 14th-century windmill that stood here. A padstone was a stone used underneath the uprights of a timber-framed building to prevent the timber from sinking and from rotting in the soil; stone is fairly scarce in the Birmingham area and would always have been recycled whenever possible. Maney Mill is Birmingham’s earliest record of a windmill 1309; it was rebuilt a number of times. There are no visible remains and the whereabouts of the padstone are unknown. BSMR


@ @ @   B74 Sutton Park near Longmore Pool
 Parts of tree trunks with axe marks strongly suggest a timber trackway found in the Old Peat Pit (18th-century) found in an enlarged channel of a tributary of Longmoor Brook. A trackway clearly implies that a village stood nearby further up the hill. However, no evidence of the settlement is known; the timber track may have survived because of local wet conditions, a timber and thatch village may have left little trace. BSMR
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(BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B13 Kings Heath Haunch Lane
 Bronze shield palstave. BSMR


@ @ @   B21 Handsworth - exact location uncertain
 The Handsworth palstave is made of bronze. It is noted in Robert Plot 1686 The Natural History of Staffordshire p403 and illustration; Plot was the first to describe prehistoric finds although he wrongly believed it to be a Roman catapult bolt.. BSMR


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green/ Yardley Wood Tixall Road
 Late Bronze Age ribbed axe 10cm long found near the surface while gardening now in Birmingham Museum. BSMR


@ @ @   B32 Bartley Green/ Woodgate Valley Stonehouse Road
 Part of a bronze flat axe blade found with a metal detector west of Holly Hurst BSMR


@ @ @   B33 Stechford/ Kitts Green Flaxley Road
 Middle Bronze Age palstave axe 16cm long found 1939 by C L Schramm in the garden of No.186 while digging foundations for a World War 2 air-raid shelter. Birmingham Museum. BSMR


@ @ @   B90 Solihull/ Shirley Ralph Road/ Northbrook Road
 Powells Ground bronze sword: A sword made of bronze 72cm in length was found during ploughing at Powells Ground 1912. It can now be seen in Birmingham Museum


NOTE

A palstave is a type of axe shaped to fit into a split handle into which it would be bound with leather strips, rather than being perforated with a socket in the axe for the handle to fit into.

GAZETTEER

Bronze Age Stone Implements
(BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B9 Bordesley Green/ Little Bromwich Bordesley Green/ Broadway Avenue
 Part of an early Bronze Age flint dagger found on allotments in 1976 which may have been brought with new topsoil c1972, origin unknown BSMR


@ @ @   B16 Rotton Park Gillott Road
 Barbed flint arrowhead found in the gravel surface of the road 1910 by Professor G S West. Birmingham Museum. This was the first neolithic find in Birmingham. BSMR


@ @ @   B23 Perry Common/ Short Heath Perry Common Recreation Ground Perry Common Road
 Quartzite macehead (ie. club) BSMR


@ @ @   B23 Stockland Green/ Witton Brookvale Park George Road
 Pointed arrowhead found by schoolboy, M T Wilkinson 1961 BSMR


@ @ @   B45 Rednal Lickey Road/ Lowhill Lane
 Flint javelin point found on the surface by Mr W H Laurie during road-widening 1925. BSMR


The Bronze Age - Some Points to Think About

Why is it that most of the Bronze Age finds in Birmingham were not of bronze but of flint? Bronze Age people did not just use bronze and stone; what other natural materials were available to them?
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Mysterious burnt mounds are intriguing evidence of the Bronze Age. Archaeologists working near rivers and streams in the late 20th century found over 25 burnt mounds in Birmingham and there could be more.

Birmingham burnt mounds date from around 1200 BC. They are always near streams and are up to 2m high and 20m across. However, after 3000 years they do not look much like mounds and they are not easy to spot. When they are excavated archaeologists find only evidence of burnt wood and heat-cracked pebbles. The pebbles were either cracked by being dropped into cold water or by having cold water poured onto them. No other evidence has been found at all.

The mystery is: what were they used for? The answer is that no-one actually knows.

Were they used to heat water for cooking? No animal bones have been ever found nearby. Were the burnt mounds something to do with leather or cloth making? Was it to heat water for bathing? No-one knows.

Burnt mounds in Britain are not uncommon. There are many in Orkney and Shetland and in Wales. Usually archaeologists who have searched in an area for burnt mounds have found them. More recent evidence from northern Europe and from North American Indians suggests that water may have been poured onto the hot stones inside a tent for a steam bath. The Birmingham burnt mounds may have been saunas.

NOTE

The pebbles are referred to in older books as ‘potboilers’; it used to be thought that hot stones were dropped into pots to heat the water for cooking.

In 1159 BC the volcano Mount Hekla in Iceland erupted so powerfully that a cloud of ash and smoke blotted out the sun for many years afterwards. This almost certainly made the climate much colder. Plants and animals and people died of cold, crops were lost and poorer land that had been used for farming was abandoned. After this many fewer burnt mounds were made.

The Bronze Age - Some More Points to Think About

Historians used to think that few people lived in Birmingham during the Bronze Age. What does the large number of discovered burnt mounds suggest? No evidence of Bronze Age villages has yet been found near Birmingham, and very few Bronze Age tools. Why could this be?
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 (BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B13 Billesley Billesley Common Ardencote Road
 Burnt mound near Swelbrook 13m diameter found during building work and excavated 1952. BSMR


@ @ @   B13 Moor Green/ Moseley Shutlock Lane Highbury Park
 2 burnt mounds near the stream south of the lake, one with burnt pebbles exposed beneath a drainage pipe on the south bank, charcoal radiocarbon-dated to 1025 BC +/ -80. BSMR


@ @ @   B13 Selly Park/ Ten Acres Dogpool Lane
 Burnt pebbles found near River Rea BSMR


@ @ @   B13 Wake Green/ Moseley Wake Green Road Moseley Bog
 Burnt mound, burnt and heat-shattered pebbles spread 30cm thick along both sides of Coldbath Brook, charcoal radiocarbon-dated to 880 BC +/ -80. BSMR


@ @ @   B13 Wake Green/ Kings Heath Moseley Golf Course Coldbath Road/ Brook Lane
 2 burnt mounds. BSMR


@ @ @   B14 Brandwood End Broad Lane
 Burnt mound near Chinn Brook. BSMR


@ @ @   B14 Walkers Heath Redburn Drive
 Burnt mound. BSMR


@ @ @   B14 Yardley Wood Firth Drive
 Burnt mound partly cut by a stream running into Chinn Brook. BSMR


@ @ @   B15 Metchley/ Edgbaston Vincent Drive
 3 burnt mounds found on the course of a former stream during building work for at Queen Elizabeth Hospital BSMR


@ @ @   B27 Hall Green/ Olton Fox Hollies Park Severne Road
 2 burnt mounds near Broomhall Brook, one 14m diameter BSMR


@ @ @   B30 Bournville Yachting Pool Bournville Lane
 Burnt mound cut into by the stream and visible for 6m along the bank discovered 1953, charcoal radiocarbon-dated to c1010 BC BSMR


@ @ @   B30 Bournville Bristol Road South/ Bournville Lane
 Burnt mound found during building excavation near Bournville Police Station BSMR


@ @ @   B30 Bournville Bristol Road South Cob Lane Park
 Burnt mound exposed by Griffins Brook recorded 1950 and excavated 1980. Among burnt shattered pebbles and charcoal a post hole and stake hole were discovered. A rectangular pit was lined with wood radiocarbon-dated to 1190 BC +/ -90 BSMR


@ @ @   B30 Bournville/ Northfield Woodlands Park Road
 Burnt mound cut into by the stream, charcoal radiocarbon-dated to c1070 BC BSMR


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Meadow Brook Road/ Bell Hill
 Burnt mound with heat-shattered pebbles extending 6m along Merritts Brook, charcoal radiocarbon-dated to 1120 BC +/ -100 BSMR


@ @ @   B31 Northfield/ Ley Hill Merritts Brook Lane
 Burnt mound 16m diameter cut in two by Merritts Brook BSMR


@ @ @   B32 California Lismore Drive
 Burnt mound, now buried, in the north bank of Bourn Brook BSMR


@ @ @   B32 Woodgate Valley Simmons Drive
 Burnt mound 3m diameter on south bank of the Bourn Brook near Moor End Farm, radiocarbon-dated 2020 BC +/ -100 BSMR


@ @ @   B32 Woodgate Valley/ Ridgacre Sommerfield Road
 Burnt mound now destroyed on the north bank of Bourn Brook BSMR


@ @ @   B35 Castle Vale Tameside Drive
 A number of burnt mounds by the River Tame destroyed at the end of the 19th century


@ @ @   B74 Sutton Park
 2 burnt mounds and various bumps and hollows near The Bowers extending over c100m BSMR


@ @ @   B74 Sutton Park Streetly Lane/ Crown Lane
 6 burnt mounds in line up to 20m long found 1926, also a possible hut circle of unknown date which has not been excavated; only one mound is visible to the lay-person c400m from Crown Lane gate and topped by a stunted oak tree. BSMR


@ @ @   B75 Falcon Lodge Sutton Coldfield Springfield Road/ Ox Leys Road

 Burnt mound west of Langley Hall on the west bank of Langley Brook. 

@ @ @   B75 Sutton Coldfield London Road/ A38
 Burnt mound east of the A38 on the southern bank of Langley Brook south of Langley Mill Farm and another close by.

@ @ @   B76 Fox Hollies Sutton Coldfield Fox Hollies Road/ Webster Way
 Burnt mound east of the junction of Fox Hollies Road/ Webster Way.

@ @ @   B78 Hurst Green Wishaw Lane

 Burnt mound on Hurst Brook south of Wishaw Lane.

@ @ @   B78 Sutton/ Littleworth End New Park Wood London Road
 Burnt mound diameter c15m found by archaeologist Mike Hodder 1980 near small stream which runs into Langley Brook/ River Tame BSMR


NOTE

Some burnt mounds have been revealed or even cut in two by streams which have changed their course or had their courses changed over the past 3000 years. Others which were close to the original stream have been left high and dry.

It is interesting to note the element of luck that has preserved the mounds. They were built up by streams because whatever process they were used for obviously required water. Land alongside Birmingham’s rivers and streams has proved largely unsuitable for building until modern times and has been retained as parkland into the 20th century. So the burnt mounds survive.
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Key Points -

Little Iron Age evidence has survived. There are hillforts outside this area, but may be that the Birmingham area was a sparsely inhabited borderland between tribal territories. The population of the whole of Britain by the time of the Roman conquest was probably less than half a million people.

The Iron Age - History
For 500 years until Roman times, Celtic tribes came to Britain from mainland Europe, originally from around Slovakia. Celtic smiths used charcoal to make fire hot enough to smelt iron, a metal much tougher than bronze. Iron axes, iron sickles, iron-tipped ploughs made farming easier; an iron sword is harder than a bronze weapon.

It was Celtic people who gave this island the name, Britain. They called the indigenous people, ‘the painted people’, in Celtic ‘pretanni’, later ‘Britons.’ However, it was the Celts themselves who were later referred to as Britons by the Romans.

Limited historical information exists about the Iron Age. There is no Celtic written evidence; Roman written sources which are clearly one-sided describe the Celts as tribally organised, mutually hostile and based on power centres. These were often hillforts which could house up to 1000 inhabitants and which were surrounded by farming estates; they would have been the power base of a local clan chieftain. Some hillforts were occupied for over 500 years. Classic examples are Maiden Castle and Hambledon Hill in Dorset. The majority of the population must have farmed in the country, however, living in tiny villages and isolated farmsteads and this must have been so in the Birmingham area. Their wooden-framed buildings were generally round with a central post and thatched roof almost to the ground; some were enclosed by hedges or moats.

A major influx of the Belgae from across the English Channel occurred after 100 BC. They spread across south-east England and up into the Midlands. Their heavy wheeled plough allowed them to cultivate soils previously too difficult to work and, in the south-east they laid out the first towns.

GAZETTEER

Iron Age Archaeological Finds
(BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B29 Selly Park Selly Park Road/ Raddlebarn Road/ Warwards Lane
 Fragment of Iron Age pottery c2000 years old found 1995 at St Marys Hospice while a research team was looking for traces of a Roman road.


@ @ @   B36 Castle Bromwich/ Bromford Newport Road/ Coleshill Road
 Yellow and white glass bead found on parkland near Castle Bromwich Hall Gardens 1960. Birmingham Museum. BSMR


@ @ @   B77 Tamworth Torc Avenue/ Treasure Close
 A little out of our area, but an important find and a handsome one: the Tamworth Torc - In 1943 a Celtic gold torc was found near Tamworth c2000 years old. It remained in the wardrobe of one of the three finders for 25 years before its importance was realised; the proceeds of the treasure trove were spilt between them. Now on display in Birmingham Museum.


The Iron Age - Some Points to Think About

Did no Iron Age farmers live here? Were there too many trees to fell? Was Birmingham clay too heavy to plough? Perhaps people still lived a Stone Age life in the forests of Birmingham. Perhaps there were Iron Age wooden huts that have rotted away. Were there iron tools that have rusted to nothing?

Just one bead has been found in Castle Bromwich. But that one bead probably belonged to a necklace, a necklace that was probably worn by someone who probably lived and farmed somewhere near where it was found, a necklace that had probably been traded for something grown or made by the wearer. From one bead it is possible to make some intelligent guesses.
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There are over twenty Iron Age  hillforts within a 30-mile radius of Birmingham, although few have been excavated. The nearest is Berry Mound at Solihull Lodge; others are Wychbury Hill near Hagley, Castle Old Fort near Wall and Castle Ring on Cannock Chase. Barr Beacon, the highest point in West Midlands County may well have been a hillfort. Unlike the very old hillforts of Wessex and the Welsh Marches, however, these hillforts seem to have been built relatively quickly by local clan chieftains to fight the Romans and were probably not occupied for long. However, the number of hillforts constructed seems to indicate that the Celtic population was strong enough to offer organised resistance to the Roman advance even though this was short-lived and unsuccessful.

@ @ @   B13 Moseley Wake Green Playing Field Yardley Wood Road/ Windermere Road
 The Wake Green earthwork/ Swanshurst earthwork, may have been an Iron Age enclosure, possibly a lowland hillfort covering perhaps 5 hectares; it survived on this site until 1820s when it was ploughed out. John Morris Jones (1969 The Historical & geographical Environs of St Bernards RC School) suggests the possible site: the tree-clad 'plecks' shown on the 1843 Tithe Map and still there today, were perhaps the south wall, protected by the bogs of Coldbath Brook, and the east wall was flanked by a tiny tributary.  What may be vestigial banks - or later quarries, or both - survive at the south-east corner, and in the angle is a knoll that could have borne a tower command post. (Centuries later it bore a windmill.) The west side is a steep slope to Yardley Wood Road, but there, and on the north side (Windermere Road) where the banks and ditches would necessarily be much greater, they are quite lost.
There is a local legend that King Alfred made his headquarters here before defeating the Vikings who had fortified Berry Mound, which was known as Danes' Camp. This is certainly possible though it is probably an imaginative antiquarian invention.


@ @ @   B74 Sutton Park
 Sutton Park Ancient Encampment, across the railway from Blackroot Pool, is a fascinating enigma. It is a large oval enclosure measuring 34m by 28m but too badly damaged for positive identification but may be Iron Age, possibly a settlement. BSMR


@ @ @   B75 Little Sutton Common on Fox Hill Tamworth Road;
 Crop marks showing linear features and enclosures at Fox Hill of late Bronze Age or Iron Age date. 

@ @ @   B75 Sutton Coldfield Hill Wood Road
 A series of crop marks have been identified on aerial photographs near Manorial Farm, including three possible ring ditches and a probable field enclosure and may be of Iron Age date.

@ @ @   B90 Solihull Lodge Peterbrook Road/ Truemans Heath Lane
 Berry Mound/ Berry Mount was almost certainly an Iron Age hillfort, though its name probably derives from Anglo-Saxon buhr = fortified place. Probably built c500 BC and covering an area of some 4½ hectares, the hillfort is oval and surrounded by a ditch and bank which would have had a palisade on top. The mound is actually the end knoll of a low ridge and was protected by the marshland in the valleys of the River Cole, Shaw Brook and Peter Brook.  A track led along the ridge between brooks, to a causewayed entrance on the south-east corner, which may have been guarded by outer banks.

Much of the mound was badly damaged by farming activity between 1805 and 1871 when much of the bank was thrown into the ditch. However, the ditch and bank remain a clear landmark.

Excavations have been made only in the ditches and not in the centre of the fort and have found very little evidence to tell what it was used for or when. This must have been he centre of a local chiefdom with a tribe a some hundreds contributing to its construction. It may well have been used defensively against the Roman invasion c48 AD, but resistance would have been short-lived. Excavation of the ditch revealed very little; the central enclosure has never been excavated. Small and insignificant compared with hillforts in central southern England, nonetheless this is locally an important example. Scheduled Ancient Monument.


Celtic Tribes

Iron Age Celts lived in tribal areas. The people of each area spoke the same language or dialect, followed the same customs and obeyed the same laws under common rule. The limits of these areas were later altered to some extent by the Romans under occupation. The exact boundaries of the tribal areas are unknown: indeed they may never have been precisely defined.

The Birmingham area seems to have fallen between three tribal areas:

East of Birmingham the Corieltauvi had their capital at Leicester;

West of Birmingham were the Cornovii who had their capital on the Wrekin;

South of Birmingham were the Dobunii with their capital at Cirencester.

Roman towns were later built to replace the Celtic capitals; Leicester and Cirencester roughly on the same sites; Wroxeter became a major Roman centre and replaced the Wrekin.

It may be that the River Cole at Coleshill marked the boundary between the Corieltauvi and the Cornovii. This is supported by the existence of a small Romano-British temple which has been excavated at Grimstock Hill (see below); such temples were often built in the no-man’s land between tribal boundaries.

The Saxon Kingdom of the Hwicce which covered Worcestershire and beyond may have replaced the tribal area of the Dobunii. The northernmost part of the Hwiccan Kingdom is represented in Birmingham by the ancient Worcestershire parishes of Kings Norton, Northfield and Yardley. Much of the boundary could have therefore been the River Rea, Sparkbrook and River Cole. However, these theories are conjectural.

Celtic Placenames
FORWARD to Viking Placenames
FORWARD to Anglo-Saxon Placenames
The majority of placenames in Birmingham are Anglo-Saxon, but a very small number of older Celtic names survive:

Barr (Great Barr and Perry Barr) - Celtic barr = hill top: it may well have been an Iron Age or Celtic hillfort.

Brewood - Celtic bre = hill, Anglo-Saxon wudu = wood

Penn Celtic pen = hill

Walsall - Anglo-Saxon walas = Welshman (ie. Celt), Anglo-Saxon ho = ridge

(Possibly Deritend may derive from Celtic dwr = water + Anglo-Saxon geat = gate. The name may derive from Anglo-Saxon deor geat = deer/ wild animals gate.

Also Monyhull may be a Celtic survival - monadha = hill (+ Anglo-Saxon hyll?); or it could be Anglo-Saxon Manna’s (or Munda’s) hyll = Manna’s Hill.)

Two of Birmingham’s rivers have Celtic names:
Cole Celtic = hazel trees

(Many rivers had local names at different times - the Cole was referred to as in Maerebroc ie. boundary brook in 1275, as Inkford Brook south of Yardley 1649, Hemill ie. Hay Mill Brook c1700, Low Brook south of Yardley c1700 and Greet Brook where it passed through that sub-manor.)
Tame Celtic = uncertain: possibly ‘dark’ (river) or simply ‘river’. The name may pre-date the Celts, and derives from the same word as Thames.

(Rea derives from Anglo-Saxon aet thaere ea meaning simply ‘at the water.’)

The River Arrow near Lickey is a very unusual survival and appears to predate even the Celts.

The Forest of Arden which covered much of Warwickshire until the Middle Ages may have meant in Celtic ‘high ground’. It may well derive from the same word as the Franco-Belgian Ardennes.

The significance of these surviving Celtic names lies in the fact that they clearly show contact between post-Roman Celtic Britons and the incoming Anglo-Saxons. It has long been popularly believed that the invading Anglo-Saxons drove the Celts into hilly areas such as Wales and Cornwall. The perpetuation of these names under Saxon rule strongly suggests a surviving Celtic presence.

HOME
HOME to IRON AGE CONTENTS
ROMAN BIRMINGHAM
HOME
CONTENTS

ROMAN BIRMINGHAM Key Points
Roman History
   GAZETTEER The Roman Fort at Metchley
Roman Roads
Imagine Roman Birmingham
Roman Finds
   GAZETTEER Roman Archaeological Sites - Settlement, Agricultural and Industrial
   GAZETTEER Roman Archaeological Finds
Roman Coins
   GAZETTEER Roman Coin Hoards
   GAZETTEER Single Roman Coins


ROMAN BIRMINGHAM  43 BC - 410 AD
HOME
HOME to ROMAN CONTENTS
Key Points -

In 43 AD Emperor Claudius made Britain part of the Roman Empire which it remained for almost 400 years. Roman military roads passed through this area and a fort was built to support the Roman conquest of northern England and Wales. It is likely that the local Celts were able to offer little resistance to the invasion. However, the Birmingham area was on the fringe of Roman civilisation probably because of extensive forest areas in east Birmingham and poor agricultural land in the west. There is evidence in Birmingham of Roman occupation, of farming and commercial-scale pot manufacture. Many coins have been found. A probable farm of the Roman period has been found in the Bull Ring area.

The climate at this time in the Mediterranean was wetter in summer than the present; in Britain, the weather in summer may have been cooler but dry. After the 1st century AD sea levels began to rise and lower-lying land in the south of England was covered by the sea. It may be that the end of the Roman Empire was hastened by a cooling of the climate, causing northerly tribes to migrate southwards. 

During the Roman period there was a population of perhaps one million people. 

Roman History

History is defined as information about the past that has been written down; British history as such therefore begins with the Romans. Julius Caesar wrote about his British adventures and Tacitus wrote about his father-in-law Agricola, a Roman governor of Britain. However, there is little documentary evidence about the Midlands and none at all about. What we know of 400 years of Roman occupation is limited to a few archaeological finds, many of them single coins which tell us little.

‘Veni, vidi, vici’ - ‘I came, I saw, I conquered’: Julius Caesar’s famous line from his Gallic Wars. Caesar came to Britain in 55 and 54 BC but not until 43 AD did Emperor Claudius return to make Britain part of the Roman Empire. Britain then remained Roman for almost 400 years.
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@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston/ Harborne Metchley Lane/ Metchley Park Road, Mindelson Way/ Vincent Drive 
 Metchley Roman Fort BSMR


(See R T Rowley 1969 Metchley Roman Fort, West Midlands Archaeology 12)

Directly in front of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital is the site of a Roman marching fort now known by its Anglo-Saxon name as Metchley; its Roman name is unknown. The roundabout at Vincent Drive and University Road West stands in the north-east corner of the site. The site is a Scheduled Ancient Monument.

The fort was constructed on a plateau with good views over the surrounding area, near to good water supplies and close to the junction of roads to Droitwich, Alcester and Wall (exact location unknown). It was first laid out in roughly the traditional playing-card shape, measuring 200+m by 200m and covering c4 hectares. It was surrounded by a double-ditch and earth bank topped by a fence with look-out towers at the corners and along the sides. Wooden barracks including an early and rather unusual back-to-back double barrack building probably for cavalrymen inside could initially accommodate up to 1000 soldiers; a granary, store house and workshop have been excavated. Outside the fort’s west gate (Vincent Drive c200m west of the roundabout) was a vicus, a civilian settlement occupied by camp followers and traders. The buildings were timber-framed with gravel paths in the settlement. Evidence has been unearthed of hearths and ovens.

Metchley Fort was built in the late 40s AD probably on the orders of Publius Ostorius Scapula, Roman governor of Britain who wanted to extend the northern frontier to a line between the Rivers Trent and Severn. It may have been built by the Legio Quattuordecimae (XIV) Gemina (14th Legion) or the Legio Vicesimae (XX) Valeria Victrix (20th Legion), the two legions who led the Roman advance through the Midlands. It is reckoned that 18 000 logs 2m long were needed just to build the palisades of a legionary fortress; internal buildings would probably have doubled that. A small civil settlement known as a vicus developed on sloping ground outside the fort's western defences.

During the late 50s AD the fort was extended, perhaps at the time of Queen Boudicca’s rebellion, and occupied for a further ten to twenty years. on the north, east and south sides, each annexe protected with a double ditch rampart. The annexes were used for industrial activity, storage and keeping and exercising horses. Some of the barracks inside the fort were converted to storage. Although there were less troops here at this time, the fort seems to have maintained a strategic importance. There is evidence that the internal buildings were destroyed by fire and were replaced by buildings of less regular construction.

During the 60s, perhaps when the army moved into Wales and the North, although the defences were maintained, many of the original buildings were dismantled to be replaced with less substantial buildings. The fort may have been used for storage, livestock and stabling and light industry; evidence of iron-working has been excavated.

About 90 AD a smaller fort c2.6ha was built inside the old fort’s ramparts; the original ditches were redug. Although excavation has identified a granary and a cookhouse, no evidence of barracks has been found suggesting that the garrison was accommodated in tents. This would have been unusual and perhaps suggests a short-term occupation at this time. It is not known why the fort was rebuilt in this way. Were the Birmingham Celts again causing trouble? Was the fort used to supply the army in Wales where there was trouble? Was the army brought back to watch out for trouble further south? Was the army being withdrawn from Scotland; were soldiers being brought back from the front to be resettled later as civilians? No-one knows.

The fort continued to be sporadically occupied until as late as c200. During this last phase it may have been used on occasions as a training camp; it may have been the site of a lodging house for official military and government travellers and had stables to change horses. The site seems then to have been abandoned.

The fort at Metchley was visible until the 1930s, protected from disturbance by virtue of having been within a medieval deer park. It was first excavated in 1934 and there have been several digs since. Its age and the length of time it was used can be estimated by looking at the amount and types of pottery found. There is little to see now except for a small part of a rebuilt ditch and grassy banks near Metchley Park Road. Since the Romans left the Worcester & Birmingham Canal 1815, the Birmingham West Suburban Railway 1876, Queen Elizabeth Hospital from 1933 and Birmingham University from 1900 and various roads have all been built on the site. The north-west corner of the fort was rebuilt in earth and wood in the 1950s and ditches and banks still survive behind the Birmingham University Postgraduate Medical Centre off Metchley Park Road. Further excavations have taken place 1996-2000 ahead of further building work.

A reconstructed Roman fort can be visited at the Lunt at Baginton near Coventry. This may have been used after Boudicca’s rebellion to retrain captured chariot horses for cavalry use.

The nearest Roman cities were the regional capitals of Cirencester, Leicester and Wroxeter with smaller towns at Worcester, Alcester and Droitwich to the south and Penkridge, Wall and Mancetter on Watling Street to the North.

Appendix - Roman Camp Construction

Acknowledgement: This appendix is taken verbatim from the Roman Britain website, an excellent free site constructed by Kevan W White.

There are traditionally three main types of Roman fortification; the Marching Camp, the Auxiliary Fort and the Legionary fortress. See below for Marching Camps. To these three basic types there has been recently added a fourth classification, that of Vexillation Fortress.

1. Auxiliary Forts These were generally rectangular or square in outline, posessed of a substantial rampart and may have several ditch systems. They were constructed at first mainly of timber but later in stone, and housed troops from allied and Romanized nations, who would become full Roman citizens on discharge, the Auxilia. These troops were not as highly trained (or as well paid) as were the citizen troops of the Roman Legions, and although they made their own Marching Camps, their Garrison Forts were actually built by the legionaries.

2. Legionary Fortresses These were, as the name implies, the permanent strategic military encampments of the Roman legions, which were occupied for any period between tens of years like Viroconium (Wroxeter) or even centuries like Eburacum (York). As they were built to house an entire legion, where the number of soldiers did not vary (i.e. around 5,200 legionaries), their size is fairly uniform at fifty acres. Their defences are massive, generally of stone, although the Fortress at Isca Dumnoniorum (Exeter) was occupied for only a short period and its defences were merely of timber construction.

3. Vexillation Fortresses These were large encampments of a fairly uniform size, which were built to house task forces comprised of perhaps half a legion and several Auxiliary cohorts. They could be used for either a single summer campaign like the Rhyn Park fortress in Shropshire, or used successively over a number of seasons like the fortress at Lake Farm in Dorset. Their purpose was therefore mainly tactical rather than strategic.

Construction Methods

The Auxiliary Fort or Campaign Fort

A tactical auxiliary fort, built to last at least one campaign season guarding an important site, were built with more intrinsic strength and solidity. The usual method was to build a turf rampart:

i. The site was surveyed using the same basic methods used for a marching camp, described above, though probably with less haste, on a more carefully chosen site.

ii. After accurately marking out the positions of the ditches, ramparts and gates, work would begin by removing the turf from the areas delineating the ditches and ramparts.

iii. The gathered turves would be stacked together forming two turf walls, each about a yard (0.9 metre) thick and separated by a gap of around ten feet (3 metres).

iv. While the turf walls were being stacked, post-holes would be dug at the corners and gaps in the ramparts, and choice timbers would be erected to form the frameworks of corner-towers and gateways.

v. The outcast from the ditches surrounding the fort would provide the infill material for the interior space between the turf walls. The processes of infilling and building-up the enclosing turf walls would be going on simultaneously.

vi. The rampart may be strengthened or modified in a number of ways:

· If sufficient local timber was available - as was often the case in Britain - the walls of the fort may be strengthened by the inclusion of a timber lattice-work within the intermural space.

· If timber resources were plentiful the entire front of the rampart may be faced with timber, perhaps part-replacing the outer turf wall.

· If the area was particulaly damp or prone to flooding, the entire rampart may be built upon a raft of logs or stones, again, if locally avaialable.

· In some particularly damp areas, the rampart would perhaps be built of alternate laminated layers of sand and clay. Clay was also used to line ditches in sandy soil, to prevent slippage.

vii. A turf rampart would be built almost vertically upwards for about ten feet, and would be between twelve to sixteen feet wide at its base. The top of the rampart could be anything between ten to four feet in width, depending on the angle of slope imparted to the turf walls at the front and rear.

viii. The top surface of the rampart was boarded over by a catwalk, and a timber palisade erected at the front.

ix. Turves for the defences were also removed from the areas delineating the major roads in the interior of the fort, which were then surfaced with gravel.

x. The interior buildings would be the last things constructed, mainly of timber, though sometimes in stone, particularly the sacellum in the centre of the fort, which housed the regimental standards and the treasury; in many Roman forts, the sacellum was the only building made of stone.
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The Roman army quickly conquered most of Britain and built roads for quick access to all parts of the country. Along the roads wooden supply forts were built. From London roads were built to Exeter in the west and to Lincoln in the north. By c48 AD a road had been built across the Midlands as far as Wroxeter where a legionary base was established. This road was later called Watling Street. No Roman names are known of any Roman roads in Britain; their surviving names are either Anglo-Saxon or medieval.

As the Roman army moved forward from London to conquer each part of the country, roads were built across to join the Exeter road and the Lincoln road with Watling Street, like a spider’s web. The Fosse Way linking Exeter and Lincoln is one of these cross-country roads.

A number of hillforts were built just outside the Birmingham area by the Celts to oppose the Roman advance. A string of forts east of Birmingham and west of the River Avon stretched from near Alcester to Mancetter. A second string west of Birmingham between the Rivers Severn and Stour stretched from near Worcester to Bridgnorth. Two forts north of Birmingham are known as Castle Ring on Cannock Chase and Castle Old Fort south of Wall. However, it is assumed from the small number of Roman camps in the wider area around Birmingham that once the hillforts were captured the Celtic population was quickly subdued and gave no further cause for concern.

Roman Roads in Birmingham
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There is no evidence of any significant settlement in the Birmingham area and no evidence at all to suggest that the present city centre was a settlement at that time. Roads in this area were part of the network of secondary roads, and either built with respect to the fort at Metchley or were passing through the area.

GAZETTEER

The Roman Road from Alcester
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A road left the Fosse Way at Bourton-on-the-Water, passing via Alcester and on towards Metchley fort. It is known elsewhere as Ryknield Street though in Birmingham it is usually called Icknield Street. The street known as Icknield Street which runs through B18 Hockley is misnamed: it was incorrectly believed from the 18th century that this was the course of the Roman road.

From the south its route from Alcester comes towards Birmingham from Forhill and Headley Heath B38, into Birmingham at Walkers Heath then following Lifford Lane B30 across the River Rea and on through Stirchley. Stirchley’s Anglo-Saxon name was Strete-leage meaning ‘(Roman) road clearing’. The route follows the Pershore Road from Breedon Cross to Bournville Lane.

Its route after that is not known: perhaps through Selly Park Recreation Ground B29 near Metchley Roman fort. Forts were usually near rather than on Roman roads.

GAZETTEER

The Roman Road to Wall
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Another road linked Metchley with the Roman fort at Wall near Lichfield, Littlechester near Doncaster and the North-east. In the past this road has been thought of as a continuation of Ryknield/ Icknield Street and is known as such where it is visible in Sutton Park. It is, however, more likely to be a continuation of the road from Droitwich (see below).

Its route in the city is unknown but it leaves the area of Metchley fort heading towards Perry Barr, probably along Stoneleigh Road and Wellhead Lane B42.

It certainly crossed the River Tame near the Old Ford at Holford, (north of Tamebridge Industrial Estate and west of Perry Bridge on Aldridge Road). It follows Kingstanding Road B44 through Old Oscott and Kingstanding, along Westwood Road and into Sutton Park B73/ B74 where it can still be seen. When Sutton Park became a deer park in the 12th century this section was no longer used; Sutton’s continued use as a park has ensured the road’s preservation. It is a Scheduled Ancient Monument.

The road leaves Sutton Park at Roman Road. Streetly is the same name as Stirchley, Anglo-Saxon Strete-leage meaning ‘Roman road clearing’. It goes north into countryside at Forge Lane, Little Aston WS14.

Remains of the Roman fort and settlement at Wall can be seen and a public museum houses archaeological finds.

GAZETTEER

The Roman Road from Droitwich
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An important road linked Metchley fort with the Roman camp at Dodderhill near Droitwich and ultimately with the Roman Bristol Channel port at Sea Mills, via Worcester and Gloucester. Its Roman name is unknown; it later became known as the Upper Saltway because it was used to bring salt from Droitwich during the Middle Ages and later, although it probably performed the same function even before Roman times. This road goes on to Wall.

Where it joined the road from Alcester is not known.

Archaeologists have found traces of the road from Droitwich where it crosses the Lickey Hills to enter Birmingham at the Rose Hill Gap B45. It is thought to run parallel to the Bristol Road South B31 through Rednal and Longbridge.

Excavations at Swarthmore Road B29 (corner of Bryony Road) Northfield, however, showed a more easterly direction than expected. It may have joined the road from Alcester at Selly Park.

GAZETTEER

Sightings and Excavations of Roman Roads
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@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Farquhar Road
 A gravel surface half a metre thick believed to be the foundations of a Roman road was seen during building foundation work 1955; it could be the road from Alcester heading towards a junction with the road from Droitwich to Wall.


@ @ @   B15 Chad Valley/ Edgbaston Norfolk Road/ Westfield Road
 A ‘paved’ road was sighted during excavation in the late 19th century and believed to be Roman, possibly the road from Droitwich to Wall. However, it is now known that Roman roads were very rarely paved and then primarily in towns; a paved road may be 18th-century or even later.


@ @ @   B29 Selly Park Selly Park Road/ Raddlebarn Road/ Warwards Lane
 Soil resistivity surveys 1994-95 may indicate a link from Stirchley, the road from Alcester, with Farquhar Road siting.


@ @ @   B29 Northfield Swarthmore Road/ Bryony Road
 Excavation in 1963 found at least five periods of Roman road construction, revealed initially by building work, possibly heading towards Selly Park from the road from Droitwich. The fact that the road had been repaired/ rebuilt a number of times demonstrates that this must have been a significant highway, probably of more than local importance


@ @ @   B29 Selly Oak Harborne Lane/ Roman Way at Harborne Bridge
 sighting in allotments 1930s - unknown road


@ @ @   B45 Lickey Rose Hill
 The road from Droitwich was excavated at Lickey Parish Hall and Rose Hill 1959 and positively identified as Roman.


@ @ @   B74 Sutton Park
 Excavations took place on two sites 1936; a surface survey was carried out at Banners Gate 1977 and an excavation near Banners Gate 1979. For much of its route through the west of Sutton Park, the road to Wall known here as Icknield Street can be seen raised above ground level. This is an important site: because Sutton Park has never been built on and has not used for arable farming, the remains of the Roman road can clearly be seen and have been left largely undisturbed for 2000 years. Scheduled Ancient Monument.


(See Peter Leather 1994 West Midlands Archaeology 37. The Birmingham Roman Roads Project includes all references to Birmingham Roman roads. See The Roman Roads Project website.)
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It is a land of forest - there are clearings among the trees and a wide shallow river winding through marshy land in the valley, but everywhere you look there are trees. It’s a land with few people. In the distance is a small village with smoke rising from the low huts. But no other sign of people. In the fields the farmers have stopped work and the villagers look on silently at the biggest army they have ever seen.

There are thousands of Roman soldiers in uniform, wearing armour and helmets, carrying swords, spears and shields. Officers shout orders, men on horseback move about and trumpets sound from time to time. But this army is not fighting: the soldiers are building.

Right across the countryside a road is being built in a dead-straight line. Surveyors have lined it up with a distant hill to the north and the engineers have hammered in wooden posts to show the soldiers where to dig. Tons of stones and gravel are being moved by men and horses to give a good surface for an army to march along.

The new road stretches back as far as you can see from the south. It is not a main road but it will be an important road to bring troops and supplies across the country faster than ever before.

Follow this road south and you will reach Londinium; then sail across from Dubrae (Dover) and you will reach Italy and Rome itself. In the Roman Empire they say that all roads lead to Rome.

On a hill across the valley more soldiers are building a wooden fort, digging ditches, building banks and chopping down the trees to make a strong fence around it. The villagers have never seen anything as big as this. You could fit their whole village inside the Roman fort, fields and all.

The inside of the fort is filled with row upon row upon row of tents, but building work has already started on the wooden barracks that will be home for 3000 fighting men.

The people in the village carry on with their jobs and the farmers get back to work in the fields. The Romans have come and many things will never be the same again - though for most people the work of the farm and its seasons in this country village will continue very much as it has for hundreds of years before.
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@ @ @   B14 Brandwood End/ Moseley Brandwood Road/ Dawberry Fields Road
 Later settlers named fields ‘blacklands’ whose soil was blacker than virgin earth because the land had been manured and fires had been burned. These may have been Roman fields named by Anglo-Saxon settlers; however, they could well be later. BSMR

@ @ @   B20 Perry Barr Wellington Road
 The remains of a Romano-British kiln were found and excavated by Mr F W Jolley in his garden 1959 300m west of the Roman road to Wall. Remains include pieces of floor and wall and up to half a tonne of broken pottery. Pottery of two types was produced here from the late 1st century to the late 2nd century. Pottery making was a rural industry and without doubt the potter lived somewhere close by. BSMR


@ @ @   B36 Castle Bromwich Chelmsley Collector Road/ M6
 At the foot of Castle Bromwich castle a Romano-British timber and clay building and pits with 2nd-century Mancetter pottery including a piece of a mortar were discovered when the site was excavated prior to being destroyed by Chelmsley Collector Road construction.


@ @ @   B38 Walkers Heath/ Kings Norton Ardath Road/ Parsons Hill
 Roman pottery (late 1st-century to 3rd-century) was exposed by bulldozers and noticed by Mr Nixon 1949. Later excavation showed evidence of a settlement site with gravel surfaces and evidence of fire. The site has since been dug out. BSMR


@ @ @   B38 West Heath Longdales Road 

 An archaeological dig c2000 discovered an unusually large farm site close to the road from Alcester (Icknield Street). A square farmyard surrounded by ditches had a cobbled surface and a circular timber building. Next to the farmyard were more timber buildings, including a large barn. Pottery sherds give an occupation date from the 2nd to the 4th century. Much of the pottery, bowls, tankards, mixing bowls had been made in the Birmingham area, but some came from further afield, Gaul and the Mediterranean. The ditched farmyard is too large for an ordinary farm and may have been a collecting depot for animals from surrounding farms, before they went to market at Alcester. A geophysical survey beyond the excavation revealed more ditches surrounding animal enclosures and a road which led to Icknield Street.

@ @ @   B46 Coleshill between Temple Way and Roman Way
 Outside our immediate area but an important local site where a Roman villa and temple were found between Chattle Hill and Grimstock Hill during building work 1978. At the south end of the site the dig unearthed a Roman villa with a hypocaust and bath-house. Finds included pottery, brooches and a bronze bull’s head. At the north end of the site remains of the original 1st-century wooden temple were found. This was later replaced by a tiled stone building the stone of which was subsequently taken away for re-use. Temples were often found in border territory: it could be that this area marked the boundary between the Cornovii to the west and the Corieltauvi to the east. Much of the site is now preserved beneath a light industrial site.


@ @ @   B74 Sutton Park
 Possible Roman marching camp at Rowton Hill near the Roman road. This would have been a temporary feature used for a few days only by an army en route. BSMR. See Appendix below.


@ @ @   B75 Mere Green Sutton Coldfield Sherifoot Lane
 2nd-century pottery kiln discovered by Mr Young digging a garden pond. Excavation found a kiln about 1m diameter and evidence of the small chimney. Waste pottery found in a rubbish pit included tankards, jars, bowls, dishes, lids, cheese presses and mortars. The light grey pottery from this kiln has been found at Coleshill; its likely market was probably Wall Roman fort and town near Lichfield. BSMR


@ @ @   B76 Grove End Sutton Coldfield Bulls Lane/ Ox Leys Road
 Banks and hedges mark out square Roman or possibly even pre-Roman Celtic fields. The field boundaries are shown clearly on the Sutton Coldfield Corn Rent map of 1825 (Sutton Library), showing that these rectilinear fields continued for some 2 km in a north-south direction. Indeed, the routes of local roads seem to respect these field boundaries and may therefore also be of Roman date. These were abandoned after Roman withdrawal but re-used by the 14th century. This is believed to be the oldest evidence of a field system or indeed of agriculture in Birmingham.

@ @ @   B76 Wiggins Hill/ Minworth Greaves Wiggins Hill Road
 Scattered pieces of Roman pottery; broken pottery was usually thrown onto the farm dung heap and later scattered onto the fields with the manure; a settlement was not far from here. BSMR


@ @ @   B76 Wishaw/ Over Green Sutton Coldfield Bulls Lane/ Grove Lane
 Many pieces of pottery found by fieldwalking. BSMR


NOTES

Although Roman evidence in Birmingham is sparse compared with more heavily romanised areas in the south of England, the finds to the east of Sutton may indicate the existence of other isolated farmsteads since built on. Roman farmsteads would have been rectangular timber-framed buildings with thatched roofs and unlikely to leave easily noticeable evidence.

Pieces of Roman pottery are unlikely to be recognised as significant by the layman.

The word ‘Roman’ must always be taken to mean ‘Romano-British’.

Appendix - Roman Camp Construction

Acknowledgement: This appendix is taken verbatim from the Roman Britain website, an excellent free site constructed by Kevan W White.
Marching Camps are characterized by a single narrow ditch and interior rampart, are generally rectangular in outline, but can vary widely in size. These camps generally represent the entrenchments made by a single Roman army unit for an overnight stop in field conditions, when the enemy is close at hand and there is chance of an attack. The size of the army unit on the march would obviously dictate the actual dimensions of the camp.

In a temporary overnight camp not intended for re-use after the force had moved on the following morning, the agger may be formed merely from the piled-up outcast from the fosse, surmounted with a rough palisade of stakes thrust into the earth along the top of this bank. The overall width and size would vary depending on the number of men available for the task.

The Roman marching camp was constructed in the following manner:

i. The area would be scouted and the best site chosen.

ii. The centre of the site would be marked by a flag; this would preferably be placed at a point slightly higher than the surrounding topography.

iii. The camp engineer would take sightings using a single groma - a simple instrument which allowed the efficient sighting of right-angles - placed at the designated centre, and the positions of the intended gateways would be marked by other pairs of marker flags at measured distances paced out from this central point.

iv. Upon the arrival at the camp site of the bulk of the force, each unit would move to its assigned position within the marked-out area and would dump its gear. The strongest and most experienced centuries would be first, and they would march through almost the entire length of the marked out area before turning aside and making camp; in this way the most experienced troops were set to work on the defences nearest to the enemy.

v. Every eight-man contubernium in each century would assign each of its members to different tasks;

· If the camp was made in hostile territory, a proportion of the force would be used to form a defensive cordon around the remainder, who would prepare the encampment.

· The bulk of the force would be used to construct the camp defenses, usually comprising of a single ditch and an inner bank formed from the ditch outcast, with a row of staves implanted in the top of the bank. If there were sufficient men, the defenses may be more elaborate, perhaps built of stacked turves.

· Whilst the heavy construction fell to the rank and file, under the watchful eye of their centurions, some legionaries were excused the dirty work and as a consequence were termed immunes (Latin immunis, free or exempt from...). These would be required to perform the less arduous tasks; clearing the camp interior, unloading baggage, erecting tents, cooking dinner, tending horses, etc.

vi. The first half of the force would already be employed building the forward part of the camp by the time the commander arrived and took up position at the centre. He would probably begin with a meeting of all centurions and officers to discuss any immediate defensive problems.

vii. During the time that it took the rearward half of the force to reach the encampment, most of the defensive circuit would already have been delineated by a bank and ditch.

GAZETTEER
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@ @ @   B8 Saltley College Road
 Pieces of Roman pottery found by Mr T Sandon of St Peters College Saltley in front of the college 1887-1897 BSMR


@ @ @   B14 Moor Green/ Moseley Highbury Park
 3rd-century boundary stone with inscription. The type of stone is peculiar to the Mediterranean region and is thought to have been brought here and lost by an 18th/ 19th-century archaeologist. Birmingham Museum. BSMR


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Lordswood Road
 Roman stylus BSMR


@ @ @   B29 Selly Park Raddlebarn Road
 Roman spindle whorl BSMR


@ @ @   B42 Great Barr/ Scott Arms Mildenhall Road 200m east of its junction with Hamble Road
 Roman phalera (breastplate ornament) found by Melville Cave when Mildenhall Road was made 1935. Birmingham Museum. BSMR


@ @ @   B74 Streetly Old Chester Road/ Hardwick Road
 Small bronze ornamental disc with classical figures (death of Orpheus?) found 1840 in fields of Hardwick Farm, originally thought to be a shield boss, but too small. BSMR
BSMR


@ @ @   B74 Streetly/ Sutton Coldfield Thornhill Road
 Romano-Celtic head c30cm high of sandstone of a type commonly found in northern Britain - possibly from Letocetum (Wall) Roman fort, more probably a 20th-century garden ornament! Birmingham Museum. BSMR


@ @ @   B74 Sutton Park Blackroot Glade
 Rim of a mortar (as in pestle and mortar) exposed by rain possibly brought here when the track was resurfaced for the Scout Jamboree 1956. BSMR


@ @ @   B74 Sutton Park
 Brooch clasp found with a metal detector


@ @ @   B75 Whitehouse Common/ High Heath Sutton Coldfield Withy Hill Road
 Romano-British brooch clasp from Chester found on land of Wheatmoor Farm 50-200 AD. BSMR


@ @ @   B76 Wishaw/ Grove End Sutton Coldfield Grove Lane/ Bulls Lane
 Dolphin-type fibula brooch BSMR
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Many many single coins were dropped by accident over the course of 400 years even in a rural area like Birmingham. Then, as now, people would not search too hard for low denominations. Because so many people now live in Birmingham a great number of coins have been recovered by chance especially through gardening where people pay close attention to the soil, and also during building work. Unlike broken pottery old coins are easily recognised as such by the lay person.

Coin Hoards are more important to archaeologists than single coin finds. Hoards were deliberately hidden for safety, though we can often only guess why. It is fairly certain that they were hidden not far from the owner’s house, although no Roman settlement site is known in any of the following cases.

GAZETTEER

Roman Coin Hoards

(See BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B5 City Centre Granville Street
 Jews Cemetery Coin Hoard
Many Roman coins including a bronze Vespasian (69-79) conen were found 1816 by a man digging his garden near Jews Cemetery near Worcester Wharf, on the east side of Granville Street north of the canal.


@ @ @   B8 Alum Rock/ Saltley Jackson Road
 Alum Rock Coin Hoard
A large number of bronze coins were found 1919 and immediately dispersed.


@ @ @   B26 Yardley Bilton Grange Road
 Bilton Grange Coin Hoard
60 4th-century bronze coins were found by Richard Withers on a building site 1935. They date from 330-354 and were probably buried soon after the latter date. Birmingham Museum


@ @ @   B31 Northfield/ Longbridge Bristol Road South/ Quarry Lane/ Hill Top Road
 Northfield Coin Hoard
When the Pigeon House was demolioshed in 1923, a number of coins were found at Pigeon House Hill, including Claudius II Gothicus (268-270), Diocletian (284-305), Maximian (285-286), Constantius (305-306), Constantine (306-337).


@ @ @   B34 Shard End Coneyford Road/ Shustoke Road
 Shard End Coin Hoard
A rough pot containing 200 silver denarii was found 1909 in a field belonging to Mr Wood at Shard End Farm now demolished and the area built up. Coins ranged from Nero (54-68) to Commodus (180-192) and included some forgeries. Birmingham Museum, British Museum, Stroud Museum


@ @ @   B38 Hawkesley/ Kings Norton Shannon Road
 Kings Norton Coin Hoard (possible) was allegedly discovered at the entrance to Wasthill Tunnel, Birmingham & Worcester Canal, reported by Miss Salt, a teacher at Primrose Hill School who had the information from a pupil whose mother knew of the find. No other evidence.


@ @ @   B42 Perry Barr Holford Bridge
 Perry Barr Coin Hoard
A find of more than 15 coins mostly of Constantine (306-337), one showing Romulus with the wolf. The site is where the road to Wall crossed the River Tame. The coins were in the possession of Mr Shirley Feilding Palmer, surgeon. (Chattock 1884)


@ @ @   B76 Wishaw Wiggins Hill
 Wiggins Hill Coin Hoard
20+ coins found in a small urn including Gallienus (253-268), Victorinus (269-271), Tetricus (271-273), Claudius II Gothicus (268-270). The location is described (Chattock 1884) as Wishaw which adjoins Wiggins-hill and Cats Hill; the coins were in the possession of Mr Shirley Feilding Palmer, Surgeon.


GAZETTEER

Single Roman Coin Finds
(See BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B1/ B16 Ladywood Ladywood Middleway - Roman coin

@ @ @   B4 City Centre St Chads Queensway - Roman coin found at St Mary’s Church (no longer there but sited in front of the present Dental Hospital)


@ @ @   B5 City Centre Dudley Street/ Smallbrook Queensway - Roman coins found during sewer construction


@ @ @   B8 Alum Rock Alum Rock Road - denarius (150 AD) of Antoninus Pius (138-161)


@ @ @   B10 Small Heath Arthur Street/ Camelot Way - follis of Licinius (308-324)
@ @ @   B10 Small Heath Oakley Road/ Glovers Road - 2 Roman coins


@ @ @   B11 Sparkhill/ Showell Green Esme Road - Roman coin 
@ @ @   B11 Sparkhill Ivor Road - bronze coin of Constantine I (306-337) found in back garden
@ @ @   B11 Sparkhill Shakespeare Street - 4 Roman coins


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Highgate Road - ae of Theodosius - Birmingham Museum
@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Mary Street - Roman coin
@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Lincoln Street - Roman coin 
@ @ @   B12 Highgate Conybere Street - Roman coin


@ @ @   B13 Billesley Purefoy Road - Roman coin ae of Crispus found while making a path. Birmingham Museum
@ @ @   B13 Billesley Sandway Grove - 2 brass coins, as of Trajan (96-117) and dupondius of Antoninus Pius (138-161)
@ @ @   B13 Billesley Westridge Road - Roman coin
@ @ @   B13 Moor Green/ Moseley Highbury Park - very worn as of Antoninus Pius (138-161) found 1977 with metal detector; very worn coin, possibly 3rd century found 1980 with a metal detector
@ @ @   B13 Moseley Oxford Road - antoninianus, bronze with silver wash, of Gallienus (253-268) issued in Rome (260-268)
@ @ @   B13 Moseley Sandford Road - Roman coin


@ @ @   B14 Lifford Allens Croft Road/ Brandwood Park Road - Roman coin
@ @ @   B14 Lifford/ Kings Norton Lindsworth Road - antoninianus of Probus (276-282) found on the bank of small stream near the canal
@ @ @   B14 Bells Farm Shrewton Avenue - antoninianus of Probus (276-282)


@ @ @   B16 Winson Green Marroway Street/ Icknield Port Road - Roman coin


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Croftdown Road - as of Faustina
@ @ @   B17 Harborne Harborne Park Road - 4th century as found in garden


@ @ @   B19 Lozells John Street - Roman coin


@ @ @   B20 Birchfield Putney Road - Roman coin


@ @ @   B21 Handsworth Copthall Road - 3 as of Constantius II (337-361) - Birmingham Museum
@ @ @   B21 Handsworth/ Gib Heath Grasmere Road - ae of Constantine II (337-340) minted at Constantinople
@ @ @   B21 Handsworth Sycamore Road - coin of Constans (337-350)


@ @ @   B23 Short Heath Court Lane bronze coin, officina, of Valens (364-378) issued 367-375 found while building house extension


@ @ @   B24 Pype Hayes Paget Road - brass coin from Constantinopolis


@ @ @   B25 South Yardley Penkridge Road - follis of Constantine (306-337)


@ @ @   B27 Acocks Green Hazelwood Road - bronze coin of either Constans I (337-350)/ Constantius II (337-361); bronze coin of Magentius (350-353)


@ @ @   B28 Yardley Wood Priory Road/ Sandmere Road - Roman coin 


@ @ @   B29 Bournbrook Raddlebarn Road - Roman coin
@ @ @   B29 Selly Oak Frederick Road - coin of Constantine I (306-337)
@ @ @   B29 Weoley Castle Alwold Road - antoninianus
@ @ @   B29 Weoley Castle/ Lodge Hill Castle Road - coin of Gordian III (238-244)


@ @ @   B30 Bournville Middle Park Road - denarius of Hadrian (117-138)
@ @ @   B30 Bournville Woodlands Park Road - as of Trajan (96-117)
@ @ @   B30 Kings Norton/ Lifford Broad Meadow Lane - follis of Maximian (285-286)
@ @ @   B30 Stirchley Hazelwell Fordrough - gold aureus of Vespasian (69-79) minted in Tarragona, Spain in the last quarter of the 70s AD - of a design never before found


@ @ @   B31 Ley Hill/ Northfield Elmdale Crescent - bronze coin, officina of Constantine issued at Heraclea 327-329 found 1933 in back garden
@ @ @   B31 Longbridge/ Northfield Cofton Grove - ae of Constans (337-350) found in garden
@ @ @   B31 Turves Green Hawkesley Crescent - 2 brass coins of Hadrian (117-138) sold for a shilling each
@ @ @   B31 West Heath Sir Hiltons Road - coin of Claudius II Gothicus found in garden (268-270)


@ @ @   B32 Quinton Blandford Road - Alexandrian billon tetradrachma of Diocletian (284-305) found while digging back garden - this coin is rare in Britain
@ @ @   B32 Woodgate Valley Gorsley Piece - coin of Trajan (96-117) these are new houses and the coin may have been brought in new garden topsoil


@ @ @   B33 Stechford Webbcroft Road - 5 Roman coins found 1m deep, 3 illegible, two of Victorinus (269-271). Birmingham Museum
@ @ @   B33 Stechford Victoria Road - coin of Valerian (253-260) found 1913 on an allotment now built over


@ @ @   B36 Castle Bromwich Castle Bromwich Hall Birmingham Road/ Old Chester Road - dupondius of Faustina II found 1963
@ @ @   B36 Castle Bromwich - gold coin of the Brigantes


@ @ @   B38 Kings Norton Wychall Lane - 3rd-century antoninianus found in a garden backing onto the River Rea


@ @ @   B44 Kingstanding (location now unknown) - coin of Maximian (285-286)
@ @ @   B44 Kingstanding Beckenham Road - billon follis of Constantius I (305-306) found 1985 in back garden
@ @ @   B44 Kingstanding Brackenbury Road - coin of Domitian (81-96) found 50cm deep while digging back garden
@ @ @   B44 Kingstanding/ Old Oscott Kingstanding Road/ Warren Farm Road - a number of coins found in what was Roman Field on the road to Wall including Domitian (81-96), Trajan (96-117), Hadrian (117-138), Antoninus Pius (138-161), Marcus Aurelius (161-180), Lucius Verus (161-169); the coins were in the possession of Mr Shirley Palmer Feilding, surgeon. (Chattock 1884)
@ @ @   B44 Perry Barr Aldridge Road sestertius of Marcus Aurelius (161-180) found in a flower bed by a schoolboy. Birmingham Museum


@ @ @   B45/ B31 Frankley Egghill Lane - coin found in garden
@ @ @   B45 Gannow/ Green/ Frankley Cornwall Road - Roman coin found in Gannow Green moat
@ @ @   B45 Rednal Dowar Road - dupondius of Antoninus Pius (138-161) found 1963 by Janet & Stephen Harris near Rednal Hill School.

@ @ @   B73 Sutton Coldfield Oakwood Road - denarius of Posthumus (260-269) found in a rat’s hole in the garden 1947. Birmingham Museum


@ @ @   B74 Four Oaks Clarence Road - coin of Gordian III (238-244)
@ @ @   B74 Sutton Park - 2 unidentifiable 1st/ 2nd century coins found with a metal detector; 2 coins of Diocletian (284-305) found 1909, billon Alexandrian tetradrachma and a follis copper coin found between the Roman road and Streetly Gate (the billon is rare in Britain); bronze coin of Constantine (306-337) found on the Roman road near Streetly Wood 1879


@ @ @   B75 Four Oaks Hathaway Road - coin of Trajan (96-117)
@ @ @   B75 Sutton Coldfield Rectory Road (near Rectory Park) - brass coin of Constantine III (407-411) found while gardening

@ @ @   B76 Cat Hill/ Walmley Ash Sutton Coldfield Rosslyn Road - Roman coin found during house building
@ @ @   B76 Walmley/ Minworth Sutton Coldfield Peddimore Lane - Roman coin found at Peddimore Hall


NOTES All these are chance finds.

An as was a copper/ bronze coin originally weighing c350g, later c230g; there were 10 asses to the denarius, 16 in Imperial times.

The denarius was a silver coin.

The billon was a gold/ alloy coin.

The aureus was a gold coin weighing about 8g.
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The period from the end of the Roman Empire to the Norman Invasion is often now called the Early Middle Ages.

The westward movement of central Asian people such as the Hun and the Goths may have been ue to climatic conditions. During cooler periods the meltwaters of central Asian glaciers gave a plentiful water supply even at the edges of the deserts. However a warmer climate led to the water supply diminishing, the desert area encroaching and communities moving to maore favourable sites. Pressure of migration from the east led to the fall of the Roman Empire. These population movements were to include the Anglo-Saxons.

The Letter of Honorius
410 AD is the date traditionally taken as marking the end of Roman Britain. In that year that Emperor Honorius is thought to have answered the British request for help against invaders by telling the Britons that they must defend themselves. In the same year Rome fell to Alaric the Visigoth. There is so little written evidence for what happened after that and so little archaeological evidence that the period which saw the end of Romano-Celtic Britain and the arrival of the Anglo-Saxons is usually called the Dark Ages.

It is assumed that as the withdrawal of Roman authority gradually became apparent Romano-Celtic leaders took charge of the Roman regions; these were probably roughly based on original Celtic tribal areas. The Corieltauvi were east and north of Birmingham with their capital at Leicester, the Cornovii west and north of Birmingham with their capital at Wroxeter, the Dobunii to the south of Birmingham with their capital at Cirencester.

With the collapse of Roman economic and administrative systems town life declined rapidly and power focussed once more on hillforts and large agricultural estates. The Birmingham plateau probably remained a border region between the three tribal areas the precise boundaries of which are unknown and may not have existed at all.
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Key Points -

Little is known about the Anglo-Saxon invasion; whether the area was taken over by large numbers of new settlers or whether new lords simply took over existing patterns of social organisation is not known. Angles appear to have come from the east and Saxons from the south. Very little archaeological evidence survives; placename evidence, however, is plentiful. Occupation here was generally not based on villages but on scattered farmsteads especially in the forested area. By the time of the Norman Conquest the pupolution had reached perhaps 1¼ million.

The Legend of the Coming of the Anglo-Saxons

Hengest and Horsa

After the departure of the last two legions of the Roman army 410 AD Britain was attacked by tribes initially intent on looting and pillage, later with the intention of invasion, conquest and settlement. Under the Roman Empire in the 3rd century Saxon mercenaries had been paid to settle in Britain and to defend the east coast against Picts and Scots and other hostile invaders. The traditional story tells of the British king, Vortigern who in 449 AD asked Hengest and Horsa, two Saxon brothers to come from Germany to help defend Britain. This they did but they also brought with them their relations and friends. The invasion of Britain by Anglo-Saxons had begun by invitation. It seems that Vortigern failed to pay his armed defenders who wreaked bloody revenge and took land in lieu of payment.

The coming of the Anglo-Saxons is sometimes known by the Latin term Adventus = arrival. Whatever the truth of the legend, the earliest Anglo-Saxon kingdoms had been established in the south-east by 450 AD.

(See Bede 731 History of the English Church and People Chapter 15)

Angles and Saxons in the West Midlands

Angles
Birmingham is on the borderland of the territory of the Angles and the Saxons. Anglian people came west along the Rivers Trent and Tame. Pagan burials in Anglian style have been excavated at Baginton near Coventry and dated as early as c500.

Anglians founded the kingdom of Mercia c585. In the 7th century Mercia stretched south of the River Humber and west of the River Trent to the west Midlands. The royal capital was at Tamworth; the seat of the bishop at Lichfield. The extent of Mercia expanded under King Penda, and by 8th century Offa ruled all south of the Humber between Wales and East Anglia. His coins proclaim him Rex Anglorum Latin for King of the English. Mercia fell to the Danes in 873. The Birmingham Anglians were Tomsaeten, dwellers by the Tame. Both Angles and Saxons were worshippers of the Teutonic gods (Woden, Thor, etc); in 653 Christianity came to the Midlands when Paeda son of King Penda (r.632-654) married the Christian daughter of King Oswiu of Northumbria. As a result Diuma was created the first bishop of Mercia.

St Chad was 5th Bishop of Mercia and lived at Nether Stowe, Lichfield from 669; he united existing Celtic with newer Roman traditions. Although bishop for only 3 years St Chad  is regarded as the Apostle of the Midlands and after his death 2 March 672 his tomb at Nether Stowe became a place of pilgrimage; from 700 his shrine was transferred to the newly built Lichfield Cathedral until the Civil War when his bones were hidden. The bones of St Chad are now in St Chad’s Roman Catholic Cathedral Birmingham. (For more information see BIBLIOGRAPHY Bird 1970)

Saxons
The Celts of (modern) Gloucestershire, Hereford and Worcester held out longest against the Saxons. The old Roman towns of Bath, Gloucester and Cirencester fell after the British were defeated at the hands of the West Saxons under Ceawlin at the Battle of Dyrham near Marshfield Gloucestershire in 577. This subsequently allowed a West Saxon people known as the Hwicce (pronounced Whichee) to move northwards up the Rivers Severn and Avon and to eventually establish the Hwiccan kingdom with its capital at Worcester. However, archaeological evidence suggests sparse Saxon settlement and it is therefore likely that the Hwiccan kingdom was predominantly Celtic. It may be that Celtic Christianity continuously survived in this area until the conversion of the Saxons.

The Hwiccans were conquered by the Mercians c628 probably by Penda and the kingdom administered as a separate unit under the aegis of Mercia.

Angles in Birmingham

Anglians may have settled first along the Birmingham sandstone ridge which runs from Bromsgrove to Lichfield. There may have been thin birch and hazel woodland here or it may have been cleared by earlier peoples and reverted to light cover of gorse, broom and heather. The land would have been fairly easy to clear and plough, although it is not especially fertile and does not retain water well.

Anglian settlements on the sandstone ridge may have been Sutton, Erdington, Witton, Aston, Nechells, Birmingham, Edgbaston, Harborne and Weoley. Towards the end of the Anglo-Saxon period Anglian territory in Birmingham became parts of Staffordshire and Warwickshire.

Saxons in Birmingham

The best farmland is south of the Birmingham area: there were many Saxon villages beyond Bromsgrove and Evesham in the valleys of the River Severn and River Avon where the land is very good for cereals and other crops. Covering much of the clay lands of the south and east of the Birmingham area was the Forest of Arden which stretched down towards Stratford-upon-Avon. The extent of clearance and agricultural use by the Celts at the end of the Roman period is not known. However, the earliest Hwiccan Saxons would have farmed first on sites where glacial gravel drifts on top of the sticky clay made clearing and ploughing easier.

Early Saxon settlements in the clay lands are on patches of drift: Acocks Green, Greet, Kings Norton, Lea Village, Moseley, Tyseley, Yardley for example, Northfield and Selly are on bunter pebble beds. Slowly would they have begun to expand into the more difficult clay lands to make new settlements. Saxon territory in Birmingham was later to become part of Worcestershire.

Birmingham is Born

Birmingham was probably not a settlement and was certainly not a defined land unit before the Anglo-Saxon period. Therefore it has actually been incorrect to refer to ‘Birmingham’ until now. However, we have no other name for the area now known by that name. The village of Birmingham was probably founded sometime between 550 and 700 by an Anglian tribe or clan called the Beormingas, Beorma’s people. It may be of an earlier date rather than later. Birm - ing - ham = Beorma’s people’s village. Until after the Norman Conquest it was a hamlet no different from many others in the area, and a manor poorer than many others.

By the time of the Norman Conquest 1066 there were many hamlets, tiny villages widely scattered round the Birmingham area. Birmingham was one of the poorest with probably less than 50 people. There were few plough teams and few mills in the area.

Further south in Warwickshire the villages were tight settlements with a group of houses centred round a village green and mainly growing crops. In the forested Birmingham area it is more likely that there were no ‘proper’ village centres perhaps until the 13th century or later. The ‘village’ was actually a number of separate small farms spread over a wide area. What we now know as the village centres of places such as the Bull Ring, Erdington, and Moseley, for instance, are more likely to be medieval than Anglo-Saxon. 

The oldest Birmingham villages were probably on the sandstone ridge or on gravelly ground which was easier to plough; they often faced south. As the population grew during the 10th and 11th centuries new settlements were founded as offshoots of the original village. Newer settlements were often on heavier clay soil and had woodland to be cleared.

To the south Worcester was the capital of the kingdom of the Hwicce people, to the north Tamworth was the capital of Mercia. But away from these towns stretched miles and miles of forest with tiny farming villages making a living for their people.

The Survival of the Celts

Neither the size of the pre-Anglo-Saxon population, nor the location of settlements, nor the extent of land cultivation is known. Neither is it known how many Anglo-Saxon immigrants came. nor how rapidly they spread across England. The traditional view held from the time of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle until the end of the 20th century is of Celtic people retreating into Wales, Cornwall and north-west England before advancing tribes of invading Anglo-Saxons. The invaders then cleared the dense forest to make clearings where they set up their farms and subsequently their villages.

Archaeological evidence seems to support this view. Although Anglo-Saxon archaeological evidence is sparse, 5th-century burials in the Avon valley and in the Trent valley upstream of Repton reveal grave goods similar to those in the known Anglian areas of East Anglia and the East Midlands. By the 6th century grave goods show similarities with those of the upper Thames valley. This suggests that Anglo-Saxon people were spreading inland from the south and south-east. However, the ethnicity of those buried is not known. It may be that these people were actually Celts and that it was Anglo-Saxon culture and influence that were spreading rather than substantial numbers of Anglo-Saxon people.

It is not known whether Anglo-Saxons established those settlements now called by Anglo-Saxon names, whether they were taken by force or negotiation from the native population or whether they continued in Celtic hands and were renamed in the Anglo-Saxon language

It is now thought that substantial numbers of Celtic people especially at the working end of society continued life as they had before the Anglo-Saxons came. Overlordships certainly came into Anglo-Saxon hands, but what happened to the Celtic lords of manors. Did they continue under new masters or were they supplanted. It simply is not known.

(For an interesting discussion of Anglo-Saxon Birmingham see Steven Bassett’s article in Midland History 25 2000.)
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Anglo-Saxon Archaeological Finds
(BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Harrisons Road
 The Edgbaston spear: a 10th-11th-century Anglo-Saxon iron spearhead found during sewer work 1877. Birmingham Museum. BSMR


@ @ @   B31 Longbridge Bristol Road South
 The Longbridge beaker: a tall slender Anglo-Saxon glass cone beaker was found, possibly of the type associated with a cemetery. However, no burials have been found. It is remarkable that a glass object survived for 13 centuries. Now in the British Museum. BSMR


@ @ @   B29 Weoley Castle Alwold Road
 Weoley Castle is the only site in Birmingham where there may be archaeological evidence of Anglo-Saxon occupation. The site was occupied from Norman times as Northfield Manor House; the buildings were in ruins by the 17th century and the site is now a City Museum. Archaeologists found an earth platform believed to be Anglo-Saxon beneath the 12th-century building but deeper excavation is needed to confirm its age. Scheduled Ancient Monument and Grade II Listed building. BSMR
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The classic references are

J E B Gover, A Mawer & F M Stenton 1970 The Place Names of Warwickshire
A Mawer & F M Stenton 1927 The Place Names of Worcestershire;

see also McKenna Birmingham Placenames
and anything by Margaret Gelling - see BIBLIOGRAPHY.

Although so little archaeological evidence has been found in Birmingham we know where Anglo-Saxon settlements were because most towns and villages in modern England still have the derivatives of Anglo-Saxon names. The first time most of the Birmingham (and indeed English) names were written down was not until 1086 when William the Conqueror’s officers wrote them in the Domesday Book. However, many villages had existed for 300 years before that.

The history of placenames is complex. Names were given to settlements, to fields and to geographical features and were devised locally for the practical purpose of distinguishing between the upper and lower fields, the beech wood and the oak wood, the clear stream and the muddy stream, etc. The use of terms such as Dud’s farm and Beorma’s farm could vary depending on circumstances: It could mean the Dud’s farmhouse, or the hamlet around the farm house, or the farmland. Subsequently then the name of an individual settlement might be transferred to an area, a manor or parish. This usage is found in the present - a shopper going to the City Centre speaks of ‘going into Birmingham’; someone living on Castle Vale would equally say that they ‘lived in Birmingham’; indeed people living beyond the boundary in Castle Bromwich, for instance, might also to an outsider say that they came from Birmingham. Balsall Heath originally described the land immediately around the Moseley Road north of Edgbaston Lane and was the name of a geographical feature, not a settlement name; it gradually became the name for the whole area between Stoney Lane and the River Rea.

Placenames fall out of use; before 1800 Good Knaves End was a small settlement on Chad Hill around Westbourne Road/ Harborne Road/ Richmond Hill Road near Harborne; the name is unknown now. The placename, Tenchley predates that of Acocks Green by some 700 years but the name had fallen out of use by the end of the 18th century.

From the 18th century when deliberately planned housing developments began, names were created to convey a particular impression of the estate, as happens to this day. Ashted was an 18th-century development named after Dr John Ash, famous as the founder of the General Hospital whose estate this was. The name of Bloomsbury was borrowed from London to add a sophisticated urban gloss and give prestige to this 19th-century development, now Nechells Green. Conversely the name of a rural feature was used when Chelmsley Wood was named in the 1960s. The name of the small wood near Chelmsley town centre was applied to the whole housing development.

When most Anglo-Saxon settlements were named, the language was not a written one. And as the language changed with time, the understanding of placename meanings also may have changed. Northfield derives from Anglo-Saxon Northefeld, nord feld. Feld did not originally mean field in the modern sense but open land as opposed to forest, possibly land already cleared when the Anglo-Saxon settlers arrived. The meaning changed during the Anglo-Saxon period to mean a large open field divided into strips all worked by different individuals. From the Middle Ages as strips were consolidated and blocks of land enclosed it began to take on its present meaning as a area of land demarcated by hedges or ditches and used as a single unit for animals or crops. And in urban areas the word generally refers to a grassland where sports are played. So the name of Northfield apparently makes sense to us now, but not the same sense it made to people a thousand years ago.

Sometimes, names changed as the language changed and kept their original meaning. It is possible that Gravelly Hill had an Anglo-Saxon equivalent using the word greot; as the language changed so did the name and its meaning today is still clear. However, the name of Greet, derived from greot, can no longer be understood. Sometimes names were altered to make something meaningful out of a name whose meaning was lost, thus changing the original meaning. Hall Green was originally Hawe Green, named after common pasture near the medieval hall of the Hawe family; it is easy to conjecture that after the Hawes had gone, it made more sense to locals to name the green after the hall.

It may or may not now be possible to determine the original form of placenames. However, using a knowledge of the Anglo-Saxon language, of the way in which speech changes over the years and by examining the earliest written forms of a placename, it is often possible to make an intelligent guess as to the original form and meaning.

The earliest names may have been ones that described the countryside such as ‘red hill’ or ‘muddy stream’. Names with ‘ing’ meaning ‘the tribe of’ may also be very old.

Anglo-Saxon settlers began to find clearings in the forest; ‘field’ means ‘open land’ and may suggest land already cleared when Anglo-Saxon settlers arrived. Often trees had to be cleared to make way for fields and names ending with ‘ley’, ‘forest clearing’ are common. These may also denote existing clearings, or indeed agricultural land in a wooded area.

Early names relating to topographical features also common are ‘wood’ and ‘hurst’, meaning ‘wooded hill’. ‘Holm’ or hole denoted flood meadows, and ‘more’ or moor was boggy land usually along streams and rivers which was often used as summer pasture.

‘Green’ is a common name usually indicating unenclosed rough grazing where local people had rights of pasture; squatters would settle around the edges of the green. ‘Wicks’, ‘dairy farms’ were pastures for cattle near rivers. They were set up to supply the main village but eventually became villages in their own right. Names with north, south, east or west were often villages to belonging to a main village some distance away. ‘Hays’ meaning ‘enclosures’ were farms with fields enclosed by fences or hedges, ‘crofts’ and are later Anglo-Saxon names.

The West Midlands was settled relatively late by the Anglo-Saxons and so it is surprising that few Celtic names survive. It may be that the area was sparsely populated by Celts, or that most Celts deserted the area, or that the Anglo-Saxon occupation when it came was very thorough. No-one knows.

The Anglo-Saxon period is a long one, over 600 years. Placenames may date from the earliest settlements in the 5th century or from until the Norman Conquest and into the Middle Ages.

Anglo-Saxon Placenames (and later)

GAZETTEER
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NOTE The language of the Anglo-Saxons is often also referred to as Old English.
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Placenames

Acocks Green B27

Acock is a family name first recorded in the 15th century. The original green that took their name was probably near B27 Woodcock Lane, further out along the Warwick Road than the present centre at the junction of Shirley Road. The term green usually denoted common pasture land; there was a only tiny hamlet here until suburban development began in the late Victorian period. The later ‘green’ at B27 Warwick Road/ Westley Road was originally a tram terminus 1932 and grassed over when the trams finished after World War 2 and it from this time that the junction and shopping centre east of it and subsequently the district became Acocks Green. See also Tenchley below.

Adderley B8
Local 17th-century landowners whose family name may derive from the place (or vice versa): possibly from Aldred's leage = clearing. The name is not thought to be local. It is preserved in B8 Adderley Park opened 1855 by Charles Bowyer Adderley, Lord Norton and Adderley Park Station. The original settlement site may have been at Adderley Road/ Arden Road where the medieval moated manor house of Saltley Old Hall stood. Although any buildings had long since disappeared the dried-up moat could still be distinguished in 1880. The site is that of Arden Road Board School/ Adderley School 1897. See Moated Sites.

Allens Cross B31

First written record 1631, the name is commemorated by Allens Cross recreation ground B31 Bristol Road South/ Park View Road.


All Saints B18

See Brookfields below.

Alum Rock B8
Very uncertain. Alum is a type of the mineral gypsum, which may possibly have been found in a glacial erratic?; recorded as Hallam Rock 1718, Alum Rock by 1848. This was still a rural hamlet at the beginning of the 20th century located at B8 Alum Rock Road at its junction with Cotterills Lane.

Ashfurlong B75

Ash trees + furlong (furrow long) ie. field, recorded 1242. Ashfurlong Hall stands between B75 Weeford Road and Tamworth Road. This is not a district name.

Ashted B7

Ashted, earlier Ashsted or Ashstead, was a late-18th-century speculative development the well-to-do moving out of the smoky centre of town. The name was an artificial creation after Dr John Ash founder of the General Hospital whose estate this was and whose house later became the church of St James the Less 1791; the house stood at B7 Barrack Street/ Great Brook Street, south-west of the junction and was demolished 1956. The estate lay north of Vauxhall Road; Duddeston lay south of the present Nechells; Vauxhall lay between the Grand Junction Birmingham-Liverpool Railway and the River Rea. The name largely fell out of use subsequent to the 1960s redevelopment of Nechells Green.

Aston B6

There are a many other Astons across the country. Estone, Anglo-Saxon est tun = east farm. Aston may have been a secondary settlement, although it is not known which settlement it was east of; could it have been Wednesbury, an important early settlement? Aston stands on Birmingham’s sand and pebble soil which could be lighter and easier to plough. The village settlement was along B6 Witton Lane around the parish church. Aston is the name of an extensive Anglo-Saxon manor of some importance locally being one of the most valuable in Birmingham and one of two locally having a priest in the Domesday Book (Northfield was the other). The medieval manor house stood near Manor Road/ Yew Tree Road. See Moated Sites. The area was built up from the mid-19th century. Aston amalgamated with Birmingham 1911 by which time most of Aston’s sub-manors eg. Bordesley and Saltley had already done so.

Aston New Town/ New Town Row/ New Town/ Newtown B6

The name New Town dates from the end of the 18th century when New Town Row developments began outside the manor of Birmingham in Aston. During the 19th century Aston New Town lay between B6 Park Lane and Newtown Middleway; the area around the road named New Town Row was also known as New Town Row. The whole area was redeveloped largely for municipal housing from the 1960s and the present district of Newtown which was then so-named by the the city council focusses on Newtown shopping centre between Alma Street/ Newbury Road/ High Street. The names Aston New Town and New Town Row are no longer in use as district names.
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Bacons End B37

Strips of land in an open field known as Holifast were held by John Bacon in 1377. This field lay south of B37 Cooks Lane and just west of the River Cole. John Bacon's strips seem to have been later consolidated as Bacons Leasowe by the 18th century which lay almost within the crook of the river as it changes course from north-south to east-west. The name did not become a settlement name until the development of Chelmsley Wood housing estate c1970; it is now used to describe a small locality rather than a district.

Balsall Heath B12

Bordeshale, Anglo-Saxon Bord’s healh = Bord’s nook ie. slight hollow + heath. Bord can mean boards or planks but it is also a male personal name; it is the same name as in neighbouring Bordesley (see below), and presumably refers to the same person. Balsall Heath stands on clay and would naturally not be heathland but dense forest; It may have been cleared by medieval charcoal burners supplying Birmingham’s forges. The heath extended along B12 the Moseley Road roughly between Belgrave Road and Edgbaston Road until enclosure with the making of the turnpike 1767. The district took its name subsequent to the building of B12 Balsall Heath Road 1829 as a speculative building investment laid out for Birmingham’s upper middle class. Balsall Heath, until 1891 part of Kings Norton manor, amalgamated with Birmingham in that year.

Bartley Green B32

Berchelai, Anglo-Saxon beorc leage = birch tree clearing; the term green usually denotes an area of common grazing land, probably medieval. The original hamlet was at B32 Jiggins Lane/ Genners Lane; the name came into use a district name with large-scale housing development from the 1970s.

Bedlam Wood, B45

Uncertain. Places so-named usually derive from St Mary of Bethleham/ Bedlam Hospital, a lunatic asylum in London 1547. However, the name here predates the Rubery Hill B45 off Bristol Road South and Hollymoor Mental Hospitals built here at the end of the 19th century. Bedlam Wood is located at B31 north of Birmingham Great Park south-west of the junction of Frankley Beeches Road/ Hollymoor Way and is a map location rather than a placename in current use.

Beggars Bush B73

Probably a name indicative of poor soil, though local legend tells of a beggar buried here, B73 Chester Road Jockey Road; the name refers to the road junction and its immediate area rather than a district. OS map 1st edition also shows Jordans Grave at the junction of the Chester Road and College Road; Gibbett Hill is shown opposite Oscott College on the Chester Road/ Antrobus Road.

Bearwood B66

Anglo-Saxon baer wudu = pigs’ pasture wood, just possibly bear wood, although bears are thought to have become extinct in Britain before the Anglo-Saxon period. The name referred to woodland until the late 19th century/ early 20th century when housing development began along B66/ B67 Bearwood Road and it may be that the district name derives rather from the road name rather than the wood itself.

Berwood B35

Anglo-Saxon baer wudu = pigs’ pasture wood; the housing development on Castle Bromwich aerodrome was named Castle Vale with reference to Castle Bromwich in the late 1960s by a schoolgirl in a competition. Berwood was the name of a manor, the site of whose manor house known certainly from Norman times is B35 Farnborough Road opposite Rhoose Croft. See Moated Sites. The name is no longer in use.

Billesley B28

Anglo-Saxon Bill’s leage = Bill’s clearing. Bill, however, may derive from ‘bile’ meaning beak(-shaped hill), or ‘bill’ meaning sword (-shaped hill). The original settlement could have been at B28 Wold Walk/ Hullbrook Road where Billesley Farm stood until demolished c1923. Billesley Common remains open land.

Birches Green B24

Possibly named after birch trees, but probably named after the 17th-century Birch family. The green was at the junction of B24 Kingsbury Road and Spring Lane. The term green usually denotes an area of common grazing land, probably medieval. Birches Green Farm stood at Kingsbury Road/ Hall Road until c1920 at which time a large estate of council housing was developed and the area effectively became part of Erdington.

Birchfield B20

May be named from a family name, more probably after birch trees; until c1850 it was spelled Birchsfields. At the end of the 19th century Birchfield House stood at B20 Birchfield Road/ Trinity Road north-east corner. The area was developed for housing during the second half of the 19th century. With the focus of Perry Barr moving to the area around Perry Barr station 1838 and the 20th-century shopping centre around B42 Birchfield Road/ Aston Lane junction, the name Birchfield has fallen somewhat out of use, although the concept of the Birchfield Road and its immediate surroundings as a locality has currency.
Birmingham B5

Bermingeham, etc, Anglo-Saxon Beorma-ing-ham = Beorma’s people’s village, either followers of a man called Beorma, more likely a tribe or clan called Beorma’s people. It is, however, impossible to ascertain whether a leader called Beorma (pronounced Berma) founded the settlement or whether it was founded by people who were named after him. The name is probably best interpreted as the Beormings’ village. The name evolved equally into Brummagem, later contracted to Brum. Why the name Birmingham finally took precedence is a matter of debate. See How to Spell Birmingham. It has always been assumed that the original settlement was in the Bull Ring area. However, this settlement may date only from the Market Charter of 1166, in which case the original site is uknown. See Moated Sites. The manor of Birmingham is listed in the Domesday Book. The name is now equally applied to the city centre or to the whole city.
Bleak Hills/ Bleak Hill B23

A self-explanatory topographical name B23. Presumably the underlying soil lies on glacial drift or sand and pebbles. See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES. Bleak Hills is not used as a district name. Bleak Hill Road leads to the top of the hill.

Bloomsbury B7

Probably borrowed from the London name to add prestige to the 19th-century development around Bloomsbury Street, the name was used for a wider area of Duddeston around the end of the 19th century. The area north and south of B7 Nechells Parkway was renamed Nechells Green in 1960s redevelopment (The original Nechells Green was at High Park Corner Bloomsbury Street/ Nechells Park Road/ Thimble Mill Lane. The name had largely fallen out of use, but was resurrected by the city council for housing redevelopments here c2000.

Boldmere B73

Boldmere took its name in the 19th century from Boldmere Road which in turn took its name from a lake lying between B23 Chester Road and Court Lane north end which was known variously as Bowen Pool, Baldmoor, Baldmoor Lake, Bolemore Lake. Moor derives from Anglo-Saxon/ Middle English and means boggy land. Housing development around Boldmere Road dates from the end of the 19th-century/ beginning of the 20th century. The urban district is focussed around the shopping centre at the north end of Boldmere Road.

Bordesley B9

Bordesleie 1285, Anglo-Saxon Bord’s leage = Bord’s clearing. Bord may mean boards or planks; it is also a male personal name. See above Balsall Heath. By the Middle Ages the hamlet of Bordesley stood beyond Digbeth on the other side of the River Rea to Birmingham at B12 Bordesley High Street. A sub-manor of Aston, Bordesley’s manor house stood off B10 Bordesley Park Road. See Moated Sites. The manor of Bordesley amalgamated with Birmingham 1838 at a time when this formerly rural area was being built up, a process that was complete well before the end of the 19th century. Bordesley Village around B9 St Andrews Road is a late 20th-century redevelopment of a Victorian area that had deteriorated badly during the second half of the century.

Bordesley Green B9

Recorded in the 14th century, la Grene de Bordeslei was Bordesley’s demesne pasture ie. grazing land belonging to the lord of the manor. The green was probably around B9 Cattell Road/ Garrison Lane junction. The name was adopted for a wider area of building developments along and around the road of the same name from the end of the 19th century.

Bournbrook B29

This district is named after the stream whose earliest recorded form is Burnebrock, from Anglo-Saxon burna broc meaning ‘Bourn brook’. Bourn itself is an earlier word also meaning ‘brook’ which had the later implication of being a boundary. Here the stream marked the boundary between the manor of Harborne, Staffordshire and the manor of Northfield, Worcestershire. The word ‘brook’ tended to be used for muddy rivers through marshy or boggy land, ‘burn’ as it is still used in the North and in Scotland to mean clear running water. This makes a translation problematic. The stream runs south of Birmingham University, is crossed by the Bristol Road at B29 Bournbrook Road and enters the River Rea at the north end of Cannon Hill Park. The district was urbanised in the late 19th/ early 20th century.

Bournville B30

This was district was probably considered part of Stirchley until 1879 when Richard and George Cadbury moved their city centre chocolate factory (B1 Bridge Street) to a greenfield site between Bournville Lane and Linden Road. The factory’s first address was given as Bournbrook, the name taken from Bournbrook Hall (not that which stood in Bournbrook Road aka Selly Manor) which stood south of Bournville Lane,and Bournbrook Cottage north of Bournville Lane where the factory No. 1 Lodge was built They named the factory after the stream + French ville meaning ‘town’ for it was fashionable for confectionery to be thought to be French. The stream which runs from west-to-east north of Bournville is the Bournbrook; that running west-to-east through Bournville is confusingly called the Bourn. This joins the River Rea at Stirchley near Cartland Road after running through Bournville Village and the Cadbury Works. The Bourn was a boundary stream named in the Anglo-Saxon Kings Norton Charter of 699 AD. This was a grant of land by King Offa of Mercia to the Church at Worcester. The boundaries of the land unit were described with reference to recognised landmarks by which the estate could be perambulated. The first of these was on Leontan thaet cume on Blacan Mere: ‘from the (River) Leontan so that it (ie. the boundary) comes to the Black Pool. This may be the Bourn or the Rea or may refer to the Bourn-Rea confluence near the junction of Cartland Road and River Brook Drive. See Kings Norton Charter. Bournville Village was developed from 1900 as one of the first garden suburbs by George Cadbury and centred on the village green at Sycamore Road/ Linden Road.

Brandwood End B14

Brande End, Anglo-Saxon brende = burnt; woodland was burned to create clearing for farmland. The hamlet was at the south end of B14 Brandwood Road near the junction with Broad Lane.

Bristnalls End B6

Uncertain - brist may derive from Anglo-Saxon beorc = birch (note Birchfields above), or from bryst = a gap or pass. End probably denotes that it was at the far end of the manor ie. Handsworth. The location is on B6 Birchfield Road south of Trinity Road. The name is no longer in use.

Bromford B36

Bramford 1285; Anglo-Saxon brom ford = broom (ie. the shrub) ford; broom is typical of glacial drift indicating a firm river crossing. Now called Bromford Bridge, this river crossing is just north of B8/ B36 Bromford Lane/ Bromford Road junction. Bromford Bridge Racecourse was laid out 1895 along the south bank of the River Tame east of Bromford Bridge. The racecourse closed 1965 after which Bromford housing estate was built along a west-east spine road, Bromford Drive.

Brookfields B18

This district was a mid-19th-century housing development built on the Gooch estate on Birmingham Heath. It was named after Sir Thomas Gooch’s Brookfields House c1800 and park c1800 which overlooked Ladywood Brook culverted 1860. B18 Pitsford Street marks the line of the drive. Housing development c2000 west of Icknield Street has revived the name. The area was urbanised from the 1830s until the 1870s, The west end of the district was became known as All Saints after the building of that church 1833 at All Saints Street/ Lodge Road. The church was demolished in 1966 when there were major housing redevelopments and the name is no longer in use.

Broomhall/ Broom Hall B27

Anglo-Saxon brom halas = broom nook. This is mentioned in 972 AD in the perambulation of the Anglo Saxon Charter of Yardley. Broom Hall was a sub-manor of Yardley with a manor house at Broom Hall Crescent/ Edenbridge Road. See Moated Sites. The name is no longer in use.

Brookvale B23

So-named with no historical basis by Erdington Council when Lower Witton Lake and surroundings was bought as a public park c1904. The brook is Hawthorn Brook.

Browns Green B20

Brownes Green was so-called as early as 1538 when Roger Browne was the tenant. The location is B20 Hamstead Hill/ Englestede Close. The term green usually denotes an area of common grazing land, probably medieval. The name is not in current use, the area being considered part of Handsworth Wood.

Buckland End B34

Usually known as Bucklands End, Bokenholt, Anglo-Saxon bocen holt = beech wood, it was known as Bucknall End until the 18th century. The hamlet centred on the road now called B34 Buckland End. The area is part of Shard End, a housing development built after 1950.
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California B32

Isaac Flavell returned rich from the USA 1842 to buy Stonehouse Farm B32 Stonehouse Lane. Here he set up a brick-making business and later built the California Inn, after which the district is named.

Camp Hill B12

Kempe Hill 1511, family name, possibly renamed by association with Prince Rupert’s camp there during the Civil War 1643. See CIVIL WAR. This is now the name of a location at the road junction of B12 Camp Hill Middleway/ Bordesley Middleway rather than a district.

Cannon Hill B12

Believed to be so named after royalist troops camped there 1645 before the Battle of Naseby. See CIVIL WAR. The name is generally now applied to Cannon Hill Park and its immediate area.

Castle Bromwich B36

Bramewice, Anglo-Saxon brom wic = broom (ie. the shrub) dairy farm. Castle was added to distinguish it from Little Bromwich, and possibly from West Bromwich. Broom is typical of glacial drift indicating a firm river crossing; here an important ancient ford across the River Tame. Castle Bromwich was a sub-manor of Aston which stretched from Bromford Lane between the Rivers Tame and Cole as far as Kingshurst and Water Orton until 1931 when the west part of Castle Bromwich amalgamated with Birmingham to become Hodge Hill and Shard End. The remainder remained part of Warwickshire until local government reorganisation 1974 when it became part of Solihull. The district now is west of B36 Newport Road, and north of Bradford Road as far east as Smiths Wood Windward Way.

Chad Valley B17

The Chad Brook is possibly named after Saint Chad, more likely from medieval shadwell = shallow/ boundary brook. The name Chad Valley derives from the toy company trademark of Johnson Brothers in Harborne in the late 19th century.

Chelmsley Wood B37

Chelemundesleia, Anglo-Saxon Ceolmund’s leage = Ceolmund’s clearing + wood. The surviving remnant of the wood at Chelmsley Wood is at B37 Chelmsley Road/ Moorend Lane (north-west corner). The site of the original settlement of Chelmsley is unknown. This was a housing development for over 50 000 people built on agricultural land as inner-city areas with poor housing were cleared in the late 1960s/ early 1970s. At the time it was the largest single development in Europe, stretching from Castle Bromwich in the north to Marston Green in the south. Although Chelmsley Wood was largely an overspill development by the city council for Birmingham residents, most of it came under Warwickshire until 1974 local government reorganisation brought it under Solihull MBC.

Cockshutt Hill B26

Anglo-Saxon cock sceste hyll = woodcock trap hill. The woodcock was a game bird of open woodland areas. Cockshutt Field was one of the medieval open fields associated with Sheldon West Hall and lay around B26 Sheldon Heath Road north end. It was probably enclosed by the 16th century. The name is applied to a fairly small area around the road of the same name. See Kents Moat.

Cofton Hackett B45

Coftune, Anglo-Saxon cofa tun = cove/ sheltered place farm + Hackett, a medieval family name. Cofton Hackett, Worcestershire is now centred on B45 Barnt Green Road/ Cofton Church Lane. Cofton Park at Rednal lies east of Lickey Road. Cofton Common was around the junction of Grovely Lane and Longbridge Lane.

Colmers Farm B45

Colemore, Anglo-Saxon Cole mor = (River) Cole marsh. The river then called the Cole is now known as the Rea; the river now called Cole is further west. The farmland and farm known as the Colmers opposite the present Colmers Farm School at B45 Kendal Rise Road/ Kendal Avenue. The house known as the Mansion House may have been the successor of the manor house of Colmers about which little is known. This site and the Colmers were sold for housing c1928.

Cotteridge B30

Cotteruge, Anglo-Saxon Cotta’s hyrcg = Cotta’s ridge. An old route, now B30 Northfield Road, ran from Northfield along this higher ground between the marshy valleys of the River Rea to the south and Merritts Brook/ the Bourn. The road north from Kings Norton to Birmingham forded the River Rea at the foot of the hill not on the site of the present Rea bridge on the Pershore Road South, but slightly to the west of it. The name still applies to the district on the higher ground above the River Rea.

Cottesbrooke B27

Cottage by the brook ie. Westley Brook. This is not in use as a district name.

BACK to Placenames A-Z
Go to Street Names
D

Placenames

Deritend B5

Duryzatehende 1381. Uncertain - possibly from Anglo-Saxon deor geat = deer/ wild animals gate. Celtic survivals in placenames near Birmingham are rare, but der possibly derives from Ancient British Celtic dwr = water. Interesting to note is John Leland’s record 1538 in which he fails to remember the name correctly and makes sense of it in the way that people have often done with placenames thus causing them to change from the original meaning. I cam thoroughe a praty strete or evar I enteryd into Bremischam toune. This strete, as I remember, is caullyd Dyrtey, in it dwelle smithes and cuttelers. As well as forges there were also tanyards by the River Rea: the area would certainly have been smoky and smelly. Deritend is a district name and, as High Street Deritend is also the name of a street south of the River Rea crossing and running north to Digbeth to the Bull Ring. Deritend lies south of the River Rea and was always part of the parish of Aston; however. by the 13th century it was also part of the manor of Birmingham.

Digbeth B5

Uncertain - possibly from Anglo-Saxon dic bath = dyke pools (ie. pools at the side of the dyke), possibly dyke path or even duck bath. Bath derives from Anglo-Saxon or Middle English meaning a spring with the implication that it is large enough to bathe in, (cold)bath is a word commonly used for stream. Digbeth is the name of the district north of the River Rea; it is also the name of the road north of the River Rea crossing and running up to the Bull Ring.

The name is found elsewhere at Digbeth Farm B31 Turves Green Cressage Avenue known from medieval times and demolished 1950.

Druids Heath B14

Has no connection with druids but was formerly Drews Heath named after a local family who farmed here until the mid-19th century. Drew’s farm was at Druids Lane/ Bells Lane near the Maypole. Due to the infertile and quick-draining nature of the underlying soil there are a number of heaths in this area including, from west to east,  West Heath, Walkers Heath Headley Heath, Highters Heath and Truemans Heath. See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES. The name was applied to the large housing developments of the 1960s.
Duddeston B7

Dodeston 1204, Anglo-Saxon Dudd’s tun = Dudd’s farm. Duddeston Hall B7 Hindlow Close was the medieval moated manor house of the Holte family prior to their move to Aston Hall. See Moated Sites. There is no reason not to believe that this was the site of Dudd’s farm. The area became known as Vauxhall/ Vauxhall Gardens taken from the London district name c1750 for Duddeston Hall pleasure gardens from c1750. There was subsequently little defined distinction in the area covered by the two district names. The name Vauxhall has largely fallen out of use. Duddeston, a sub-manor of Bordesley (itself a sub-manor of Aston) which amalgamated with Birmingham 1838. Duddeston lay south of the present Nechells Parkway; Ashted lay north of Vauxhall Road; Vauxhall lay between the Grand Junction Birmingham-Liverpool Railway and the River Rea. The area was redeveloped with Ashted and Vauxhall as Nechells Green in the 1960s. Duddeston is centred on the shops at Vauxhall Road/ Revesby Walk.
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Eachelhurst B76

Echelhurst, Anglo-Saxon echels hyrst = land added on (to an estate or manor) + wooded hill. Which manor?

Edgbaston B15

The Domesday Book spelling, Celboldestone is probably due incorrect copying: Egebaldestone is more likely deriving from Anglo-Saxon Ecgbeald’s tun = Ecgbeald’s farm. The site is unknown but Edgbaston Hall is known from the Middle Ages as a moated manor house at B15 Edgbaston Park Road/ Church Road and a likely site. The manor of Edgbaston amalgamated with Birmingham 1838.

Erdington B23/ B24

Hardintone, Anglo-Saxon Eardred ing tun = Eardred’s people’s farm, either followers of a man called Eardred, or a tribe called Eardred’s people. The name Hardintone also evolved via Yarnton into Yenton. From medieval times Erdington village centred on B23/ B24 Erdington High Street/ Sutton Road between Six Ways and Holly Lane. This was part of the ancient road to from Bristol via Lichfield to the north-east. The manor is listed in the Domesday Book and was a sub-manor of Aston. The junction of Gravelly Hill North/ Reservoir Road/ Summer Road/ Sutton New Road/ High Street/ Wood End Road is known as Erdington Six Ways or Six Ways Erdington.
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Fast Green B25
Deriving from a medieval word, fast means stronghold and probably here denotes an embanked field enclosure. Ffaste Greene is recorded 1620 at junction of Holder Road, Deakins Road and Fast Pits Roads and may have been a small common pasture. Fields called Little Fast and Greate Faste are recorded south and north respectively of Fast Pits Road. Fast Pits is recorded 1649; these may have been flooded marlpits from which fertile clay was dug to spread on sandier soil; they could well be the holes left from extracting clay for tilemaking, in which case there would have been kilns close by. There were 10 kilns were at work in Tudor Yardley period, five of them in Church End. The name is no longer in use. West of the Coventry Road between Holder Road and Deakins Road, Marle Pitte Grene was recorded 1620; the name is no longer in use.

Flint Green/ Flints Green B27

Now part of Acocks Green this hamlet was focussed on B27 Warwick Road/ Flint Green Road named after a medieval family still there by 1661. At one time it was probably common grazing land. It is a name no longer in use other than in the street name.
Four Dwellings B32

So-named before 1834 after 4 houses in close proximity in an otherwise unpopulated area known as Worlds End; Four Dwellings School was built on the site of Four Dwellings Farm B32 Quinton Dwellings Lane/ Quinton Road West 1940. The name is not in use as a district name.
Four Oaks/ Four Oaks Park B74

At Four Oaks Road/ Belwell Lane, self-explanatory and so-named by 1725. Four Oaks Park: Four Oaks Hall Luttrell Road was built for Lord Ffolliot c1680 on land formerly part of Sutton Park; a statute of King Henry VIII was invoked allowing anyone to enclose 30 hectares of waste land and to construct a house on Sutton Chase. The estate was sold by Sir John Hartopp after 1870 to a company to build a Four Oaks racecourse and the hall demolished 1898. Four Oaks Park lies south of Four Oaks Road as far as the railway. South of the junction of the Lichfield Road and Four Oaks Road is a location known as Doe Bank, a name no longer in use. Ladywood was a wood south-west of the junction of Bracebridge Road and Ladywood Road.

Fox Hollies B27/ B28

Medieval, Anglo-Saxon atte Holies recorded 1275 = at the hollies; it is likely that the family took their surname from the placename. The Fox family bought the farm from the atte Holies family 1649. Fox Hollies Hall B27/ B28 Fox Hollies Road/ Fox Green Crescent originally was a medieval assart on land belonging to Maxstoke Priory. It became an inn and entertainment centre before 1860 when it was bought and lavishly rebuilt 1869 by the Walker family possibly around the original building. The hall and estate were sold to Birmingham City Council for housing and demolished c1930. Fox Green was at the junction of Shaftmoor Lane/ Summer Road/ Fox Hollies Road.
There is also a Fox Hollies Road at B76 Sutton Coldfield near Langley Hall.

Frankley/ Frankley Beeches/ Frankley Green/ Frankley Hill B32

Franchelie, Anglo-Saxon Franca’s leage = Franca’s clearing. The manor of Frankley is listed in the Domesday Book; the hamlet centred no doubt on B32 Church Hill with the village church of St Leonard’s and the medieval moated Frankley Hall. See Moated Sites. Frankley Green, probably an area of common grazing from medieval times, lies west of Frankley and the M6 motorway along Frankley Green Lane. Frankley Hill is at Frankley Hill Lane. Frankley Beeches is a prominent landmark at the north of Egghill Lane. Beech trees are large distinctive trees which live to a great age; a stand of beech trees is always a prominent landmark. The housing development now known as Frankley within Frankley Beeches Road/ Egghill Lane/ New Street/ Holly Hill Road was built at the end of the 20th century and became part of Birmingham in 1995; it lies somewhat south of the original settlement.
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Gannow Green B45

Gannou, Anglo-Saxon gamen ho = game/ play, ridge that sticks out; the implication is of a recreation area on a hill. The medieval term green usually denoted common grazing land. Gannow Green medieval moated site is at B45 Devon Road/ Boleyn Road; it  is now dry and grassed. See Moated Sites. Gannow Green lies at the west end of the late 20th-century housing development of Frankley.

Garretts Green B26

Named after the family recorded 1622; this would have been an area of medieval common pasture and lay in the area north of B26 Downsfield Road/ Kenmure Road. The area is focussed on Garretts Green Lane/ Sheldon Heath Road junction.

Gib Heath B18
Gibb Heath/ Gibheath - uncertain, recorded Gibbe Heath 1590, possibly a family name. This was the northern part of Birmingham Heath and agriculturally undeveloped until enclosure 1798. Gib Heath lay around B18 Park Road, west of Soho Road. The area was urbanised from the 1860s. The name Gib Heath is no longer in use and the area is part of Handsworth. Due to sandy underlying soil heathland usually made poor farmland and was naturally covered with long tough grass, scraggy bushes and few small trees. See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES.

Gilbertstone B26
Probably named after the Gilbert/ Gilbard family recorded in the area 1220-1410. A glacial boulder marked the meeting point of the parishes of Sheldon, Bickenhill (Lyndon Quarter) and Yardley, near the junction of B26 Manor House Lane and Ollerton Road. The Gilbertstone is now at Blakesley Hall. The medieval settlement here was called Shawley/ Shirley which may mean shire clearing; the Worcestershire/ Warwickshire county boundary crossed the Coventry Road east of B26 Clay Lane. The name is not in use for this area.

Glebe Farm B33

Bought by Matthew Boulton in the late 18th century and sold on to the vicar of Yardley whence the name, glebe being land owned by the priest. The moated site was probably abandoned when a late-Georgian house was built here as Glebe Farm House, demolished c1934. See Moated Sites. This area was known as The Riddings up to the 19th century, a medieval name indicating land cleared (of trees) for agriculture. The name B33 Glebe Farm came into use as a district name with the post-World War 2 housing development of the area.

Golden Hillock B10

A fieldname 1760 and probably much earlier, very likely named after a hillside covered with broom and/ or gorse, plants typical of heathland. It was later the name of a farm. The 1st Edition OS map shows Golden Hillock at B10 Golden Hillock Road/ Glovers Road. The name is no longer in use for the area.

Good Knaves End B15

Named pre-1800 at B15 Westbourne Road/ Harborne Road/ Richmond Hill Road on Chad Hill - origin unknown. The word ‘knave’ was not always a perjorative term but meant simply either a boy or a boy servant. In the 16th century the word just meant a fellow or a chap. Good Knave’s End or Good Knaves’ End - the position of the apostrophe would affect the meaning.The name is no longer in use and the area is part of Harborne.

Gospel Oak B27

Medieval, a site at a significant oak on the Yardley boundary with Lyndon, probably at B27 Gospel Lane south of Leysdown Road, where the gospel would be read at the Rogationtide beating of the parish bounds. The tradition of beating the parish bounds is mentioned as early as 747 by Archbishop Cuthbert of Canterbury and continued to modern times in some parishes. In some cases children were literally beaten with sticks at certain significant points on the boundary or thrown into streams or ponds in order to impress upon them the limits of their parish. The tree, which would have been marked with a cross carved in its bark, was felled c1846. The name came into use as a district name with the post-World War 2 housing development of the area.

Gosta Green B7

Gorsty Green, Anglo-Saxon gorst green = gorse/ furze (ie. the shrub), common open pasture. Gorse is natural to land covered by glacial drift. The green was at B7 Aston Street/ Woodcock Street, now part of Aston University campus, and was built up by 1750.

Gravelly Hill B24

A self-explanatory topographical name which explains the reason for this part of the route of the ancient road to Lichfield. Gravelly glacial drift made for easier travel than the claylands which are common across much of the Birmingham area. The ford of the River Tame at Salford Bridge was also on glacial drift making for a good crossing. The name may be medieval or older. The district name refers to the area north of B24 Spaghetti Junction/ Gravelly Hill Interchange and did not refer to settlement until the last quarter of the 19th century.

Great Barr B42/ B43

Barre, not an Anglo-Saxon name but a rare (for this area) Ancient British Celtic survival, barr = hill top, clearly referring to Barr Beacon, the highest point in West Midlands County, recorded as a beacon hill from Anglo-Saxon times. See The Charter of (Little) Aston and (Great) Barr. Both Great Barr and Little Barr are manors recorded at Domesday. The latter became part of Perry Barr in the 14th century. Indeed both names may have referred to manors rather than to settlements. The area between Beacon Road and the Chester Road was known as Great Barr Common as far north as Foley Road down to the area north of Kings Road which was Perry Barr Common (OS First Edition c1860). Great Barr is now a district around M6 Junction 7 B42/ B43 and includes the area within Birmingham around the north of Aldridge Road which was not part of the ancient manor. See Perry below.

Greet B11

Anglo-Saxon greot = gravel. There was a ford across the River Cole here on glacial drift indicating a firm river crossing B11 Warwick Road/ Seeleys Road. This was probably an Anglo-Saxon daughter settlement of Yardley. Close to the River Cole at Manor Farm Road/ Warwick Road was Greet Hall, the house of the steward who administered the sub-manor of Greet (Yardley) for Studley Priory. See Moated Sites. Greethurst Anglo-Saxon greot hurst = Greet Wood; now Moseley golf course north of B13 Coldbath Road, this was common pasture in medieval times. Some way from Greet itself this belonged to the sub-manor of Greet (Yardley). The name has long since fallen out of use. Similarly Greet Common lay south of B13 College Road on the west bank of the River Cole. Greet Mill stood on the Stratford Road (not the Warwick Road) on the River Cole, and Greet Hill was the first part of Shaftmoor Lane leading up from the river at Greet Mill.

Griffins Hill B29

On the Bristol Road B29 by Selly Oak Colleges derives from a family name pre-1800 - also Griffins Brook which runs west-east north of Griffins Brook Lane into Wood Brook./ The Bourn at Bournville Lane. It is not in use as a district name.
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Hamstead B20/ B43

Hamstede, Anglo-Saxon ham stede = homestead. Hamstead stands at an important crossing point of the River Tame. Hamstead Mill is the Handsworth manorial mill in the Domesday Book. The medieval manor house originally stood at Hamstead Hall Avenue/ Beauchamp Avenue and is the possible site of the Anglo-Saxon homestead. See Moated Sites.

Hall Green B28

Originally Hawe Green, named after common pasture near the medieval moated hall of the Haw/ Hawe family at the junction of B28 School Road/ Fox Hollies Road. The word haw probably derives from medieval haga = hedge, enclosure, enclosed property. The name was first recorded 1562 but only became established for the surrounding area after the enparishment of the Church of the Ascension 1908 and the opening of Hall Green station 1907. The centre of Hall Green now is considered to be along the Stratford Road either side of Hall Green railway station.

Handsworth/ Handsworth Wood B21

Honesworde, Anglo-Saxon Hune’s worth = Hune’s farmstead. The manor of Handsworth is listed in the Domesday Book. The probable site of the original manor house and farmstead is in Victoria Park. See Moated Sites. Handsworth was a manor in Staffordshire which amalgamated with Birmingham in 1911. Handsworth Heath was an extension Birmingham Heath north of Hockley Brook. Handsworth Wood was the woodland belonging to the manor of Handsworth and north of the village; the woodland is cited in the Domesday Book. Some woodland is still shown on the First Edition OS map c1860: Butlers Coppice around Butlers Road, Cherry Orchard south of Cherry Orchard Road.

Harborne B17

Horeborne, Anglo-Saxon horu burna = dirty stream. Harborne Brook runs down from Welsh House Farm across the golf course to join Bournbrook south of Cadnam Drive. Harborne was formerly in Staffordshire and the Bournbrook (boundary brook) marked the boundary with Worcestershire. Harborne is a manor mentioned in the Domesday Book as part of Smethwick whose original manor house site may have been that of Harborne Hall in B17 Old Church Road/ Grove Lane. Harborne Heath lay north of Harborne High Street and south of the Chad Brook. The manor was one of scattered farms in the Middle Ages with a small village centre around St Peter’s Church whose foundation is probably Anglo-Saxon. Harborne, amalgamated with Birmingham 1891.

Harts Green B17

At B17 Northfield Road/ Tennal Road - in 1733 land here was rented by Joseph Hart. The term green usually denotes an area of common grazing land, probably medieval. Harts Green Farm survived until the 1930s when Harts Green housing estate was built. The name is no longer in use, the area being considered part of Harborne.

Hawkesley B31

Hauckeslowe, Anglo-Saxon heafoc leage = hawk’s clearing; Hawk is a male personal name. There are two references to Hawkesley in Birmingham. Hawkesley House (sometimes called Hawkesley Farm or Hawkesley Hall) a Scheduled Ancient Monument. at B31 Turves Green Stokesay Grove/ Turves Green Road/ Hawkesley Drive where excavation shows settlement from the 11th century. The site is now occupied by blocks of flats although two arms of the moat remain. Close by at Hawkesley Mill Lane/ Steel Lane was Hawkesley Mill, the top mill on the River Rea recorded from 1255. The other reference is to Hawkesley Hall or simply Hawkesley at B38 Hawkesley End where a pond may be the remains of the medieval moat. The late-20th-century housing estate was named after this hall. See Moated Sites.

Hazelwell B30

Probably self-explanatory, topographical, a well/ spring near hazel trees, first recorded 1325. Hazelwell was a sub-manor of Kings Norton whose manor house stood near Hazelwell Recreation Ground on the site of the Hazelwell public house. See Moated Sites. This is not in use as a district name.

Hay Mills B10/ B25

Anglo-Saxon gehaeg mills = fenced/ hedged land; Hugh de la Haye, the family name taken from the place name, is recorded 1171. + water mills; the mill/s were here from medieval times, the site is at James Road/ Mill Road on the River Cole. They evolved into Webster & Horsfall wire-works and water power was still in some use until the 1920s. All mill buildings had been demolished by 1900 and during the 1920s most of the watercourses were destroyed, although traces of the millpool remain. Hay Hall at B11 Hay Hall Road was the moated medieval manor house of a sub-manor of Yardley, built by Robert de la Hay c1300 and still stands. Hay Mills lies east of the River Cole; to the west is Small Heath. Haybern is recorded in 1390.

Headley Heath B38

Haethleage 849, Anglo-Saxon head? + leage + clearing. Headley Farm stands in a rural location at B38 Headley Heath Lane/ Middle Lane. Due to sandy underlying soil heathland usually made poor farmland and was naturally covered with long tough grass, scraggy bushes and few small trees. See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES.

Henburys/ Henburies B13

Anglo-Saxon heyne burh = high burgh ie. the implication is of a fortified settlement on a hill, though what the origin of this is unknown. This was a hall on the site of Highbury built 1879 which was so-named by Joseph Chamberlain after his childhood London home, Highbury Place Islington, and which coincidentally has the same meaning. This was the name of location and not a district.
Heybarnes B10/ B25

Haybern 1370 Anglo-Saxon geheag bernes or geheag burna = barley-house enclosure/ close, or enclosure by the brook, ie. the River Cole. Heybarnes is at the junction of B10/ B25 Coventry Road/ Small Heath Highway, and is a location and not a district name. Hay Barn recreation ground lies along the River Cole west of Heybarnes Road; the Heybarnes Farm stood at the south end of Heybarnes Road.

Highgate B12
Most likely a London name introduced in the late 18th century to give prestige to the wealthy upper-class development along the Moseley Road to Highgate Road. Industrialist Henry Haden's Highgate House was so-named by 1791. It is possibly medieval, heyne gaet meaning high road which it certainly is. The Highgate area lies north of B12 Belgrave Middleway as far as Cheapside.

Highters Heath B14

Hayters Heath 1549 - family name. The heath lay south of B14 Highters Road; the district was developed for housing in the late 20th century and now lies between Maypole Lane and Warstock Road. Due to sandy underlying soil heathland usually made poor farmland and was naturally covered with long tough grass, scraggy bushes and few small trees. See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES. The area was urbanised after World War 2.

Hill/ Hill Village/ Hill Hook B74

Anglo-Saxon hyll = hill, huc = a pointed piece of land. Hill Hook lies south of B74 Blake Street. Hill Hook Mill stood on the stream west of Netherstone Grove and is recorded on the 1st Edition OS map as Hill Oak Mill. The village of Hill to which Hill Hook presumably refers lies along B75 Hill Village Road and B74 the Lichfield Road (formerly Long Lane). Hill Wood lies at the north end of B75 Hill Wood Road (south side).

Hockley B18

Anglo-Saxon Hocca’s leage = Hocca’s clearing. It is not known where the original settlement was here. However a moated site was visible prior to 18th-century building at B18 Warstone Lane/ Vyse Street and may have been Sir Thomas de Birmingham’s 'castle' at ‘Warstone near the Sandpits’ c1390. See Moated Sites. This may have been the development of an existing site in which case it could date back to Hocca’s time - or it may not. Hockley may originally lain around Hockley Hill. Hockley now lies roughly between B3 Charlotte Street/ Mary Ann Street and B18 Icknield Street much of it synonymous with the Jewellery Quarter.

Hodge Hill/ Hodgehill B36

This was a geographical feature with the family name Hodge attached. It was probably applied to the route across B36 Hodge Hill Common rather than to the hill itself and could equally have referred to the Coleshill Road or to Bromford Road. Hodge Hill is the district east of Bromford Lane (with the exception of Bromford), north of the River Cole west of Newport Road/ Heathland Avenue. Until post-World War 2 housing development it was part of Castle Bromwich manor.

Holford B42

Holdford/ Oldford 1591 derives from old ford. This was the Icknield Street ford was some 200m east of B42 Aldridge Road and had been used at least since Roman times. The ford was replaced by Perry Bridge on Aldridge Road 1612. Holdford Farm stood west of B6 Holford Drive/ Pavilion Road. Holford as a district name has some current use.

Hollywood B47

Self-explanatory topographical name. After urban development between the B47 Alcester Road/ Hollywood Lane/ Houndsfield Lane, Hollywood, previously in Worcestershire, became part of Birmingham 1966 .

Hunts Green B78

1794 probably after a local family. The medieval term green usually denotes common grazing land. Hunts Green is a rural location at B78 Wishaw Lane/ Middleton Lane.

Hurst Green B76

Anglo Saxon hyrst = woody hill + green = common grazing land. Hurst Green is a small village north of the Kingsbury Road at Minworth. There is fieldname evidence for a medieval moat at Hurst Green Farm on B76 Hurst Green Road.
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Islington B15

Broad Street was a field track until the development of the high-class Islington estate around Islington Row, Tennant Street and William Street at the end of the 18th century. The west end of Broad Street was called Islington at that time after the London district.
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Kents Moat B26

Kempes Moat named after John and Marion Kemp, the last people to live within it during the early 15th century. It has remained complete and, although it is now dry, has the size and shape of a medieval moated site. This was a sub-manor house of Sheldon known as West Hall (Sheldon Hall was the East Hall) first occupied in the 12th century and is now a Scheduled Ancient Monument. See Moated Sites. Kents Moat is a location and a street name off B26 Sheldon Heath Road.

Key Hill B18

Kayes Hill, a topographical name + a pre-1700 family name known as a cemetery B18 Key Hill/ Icknield Street opened by Birmingham General Cemetery Company1836 and taken over by the City 1952. The surrounding area is now Key Hill Conservation Area.

Kings Heath B14

Kingesheth, literally the king’s heath as part of Kings Norton manor, agriculturally undeveloped until enclosure in the 19th century. Due to sandy underlying soil derived here from glacial drift, heathland usually made poor farmland and was naturally covered with long tough grass, scraggy bushes and few small trees. See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES. The original route across Kings Heath was via B14 Valentine Road, Springfield Road, B13 Barn Lane, Wheelers Lane; from 1801 the turnpike road was straightened to the present one, B13 Kings Heath High Street. Kings Heath is centred on the long linear shopping centre which stretches along the Kings Heath High Street from Howard Road to Valentine Road.

Kings Norton B38

Nortune, Anglo-Saxon nord tun = north farm, north of Bromsgrove of which it was a berewick, a royal manor in Worcestershire from Domesday until 1804. Balsall Heath had already amalgamated with Birmingham 1891; the remainder of Kings Norton amalgamated 1911. The district is clearly focussed on B38 Kings Norton Green, the original village settlement.

Kingshurst B37

Kingeshurste, Anglo-Saxon king’s hyrst = king’s wooded hill (part of the royal manor of Coleshill at Domesday). This was a manor in Warwickshire until local government reorganisation 1974 when it became part of Solihull. Kingshurst is a clearly defined district west of Yorkswood on the Birmingham-Solihull boundary, between the Chester Road and the River Cole east of Cooks Lane. Kingshurst shopping centre is at B37 Marston Drive/ Gilson Way.

Kingstanding B44

 Kings Standing  The Kingstanding was an ancient barrow ie. a mound containing a Bronze Age grave, later used by the king as a ‘standing’, a place where deer are driven past for the king to hunt, though which king this could be is not known. The mound at B44 Kingstanding Road/ Cooksey Lane is a Scheduled Ancient Monument alongside the old Roman Icknield Street/ Ryknield Street, which was probably already an ancient trackway. The Kings Standing was originally a location on Perry Barr Common, the area north of Kings Road west of the Chester Road. The large 20th-century housing development of Kingstanding was built after World War 2 centred on B44 Kingstanding Road/ Kings Road. West of Sutton Oak Road is Kingstanding Wood.

Kitts Green B33

Kitte Green 1495, family name implying that the Kitts had taken ownership of what was common grazing land. The location is shown on the OS map First Edition c1860 as being roughly where the B33 Meadway crosses the Birmingham-London railway, almost the area now known as Lea Village. The district developed for housing before World War 2 now lies around Kitts Green Road between Glebe Farm and East Meadway.

Kitwell B32

The late 20th-century housing development north of Bartley Reservoir, around Kitwell Lane, formerly part of Bromsgrove District, became part of Birmingham 1995. Kitwell House stood between Kitwell Lane (south end) and Kitwell Gardens.
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Ladywood B16

Named after Lady Wood which stood between B16 Monument Lane and Ladywood Brook (culverted c1860) from Portland Road to Spring Hill. The wood may have been church property or its income dedicated to the church; the chapel at St Thomas’s Priory in Bull Street was dedicated to St Mary. The use of the term Our Lady is certainly pre-reformation. The first record of the wood is 1565 by which time the wood had gone. 

For Ladywood in Sutton Coldfield see also Four Oaks above.

Langley B75

There are a number of other Langleys across the country. Le Lonkeley 1253 Anglo-Saxon lang leage = long field/ clearing. Langley Hall moat belongs to Langley Hall, a moated manor house built before 1300, demolished 1817. See Moated Sites. The surviving Georgian stable block is now known as Langley Hall B75 Ox Leys Road. Could the long lea have been the field west of Langley Brook and east of the hall?  Langley Mill to the north, site in Lindridge Road was owned by Langley Hall, the first record being 1604. Langley Heath is to the south at B76 Signal Hayes Road/ Fox Hollies Road, with Langley Gorse in between. Heathland is generally easily worked but poor agricultural land on glacial drift; gorse is a typical heathland plant. See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES.

Lea Hall/ Lea Village B33

1275 from Anglo-Saxon leage = forest clearing, + hall, probably an Anglo-Saxon daughter settlement of Yardley. Lea Hall was a medieval manor house (sub-manor of Yardley) built on a moated site immediately north of Lea Hall Railway Station B33 Lea Village/ Folliott Road; it was demolished 1937. See Moated Sites. The village stretched along the road now called Lea Village down to the junction of Gressell Lane and Lea Ford Road where the River Cole was crossed to Shard End. The name came into use for the surrounding district with the building of Lea Hall council estate from 1933. (See also Kitts Green above.) 
There is another Lea Hall at B20 Handsworth Wood Lane/ Lea Hall Road, a neo-classical house c1790 (See Surviving Georgian Buildings) named after Lea Hall Farm which stood on Wood Lane. The name is used for the railway junction on the Grand Junction Railway Birmingham-Liverpool but is not in use here as a location or district name.

Lee Bank B15

So-named after early 1960s slum clearance and redevelopment from B15 Lee Crescent which itself was named after the 18th-century landowner, attorney Thomas Lee. The land belonged to the Colmore family in the 18th century and was developed as Bell Barn Estate, named after Bell Barn Road the southern limit of development by 1792. The curve of the road in contrast to the grid pattern of the other streets suggests that it may well predate the estate. The estate which lies between Bristol Street and Lee Bank Middleway has been again redeveloped from 1999.
Ley Hill B74 & B31

Atte Leye 1275, la Lee, Anglo-Saxon leage hyll = forest clearing hill. There are two Ley Hills: one between B74 Lichfield Road and Four Oaks Road in the area of The Fordrough. It is not in use as a district name. B75 Ley Hill Road is a little way from the hill itself. The other Ley Hill is part of the ridge that runs north of Merritts Brook. The hill itself is at the top of B31 Holloway; Ley Hill Farm stood near the top of Ley Hill Farm Road.

Lickey B45

Uncertain; possibly from Anglo-Saxon leac hege = flat stone enclosure; exposed rock can be seen on Bilberry Hill for instance; enclosure may refer to a defined area of forest. The Lickey Hills is the name generally given to the whole of the prominent ridge which includes Beacon Hill, Rednal Hill, Bilberry Hill and Cofton Hill. Lickey itself perhaps centres on B45 Warren Lane/ Rose Hill junction, although settlement has spread downhill towards Barnt Green.

Lifford B30

La Ford, ford (across the River Rea). The ford where B30 Lifford Lane now bridges the river may be pre-Roman, but was certainly in use on the Roman Icknield Street, the road from Alcester to Metchley fort. The road runs via Stirchley whose name means ‘(Roman) road clearing’. Its route follows the Pershore Road to Bournville Lane after which it is unknown. See Roman Roads. The present Lifford Hall was built 1604 on the site of a medieval building. The immediate area around Lifford Lane may be described as Lifford, but the name is perhaps used as a location and is not in general use as a district name.

Lightwood Heath B17

Lythewood, Anglo-Saxon liht wudu = light wood. Lightwood Heath was at the junction of B17 Hagley Road West and Lordswood Road. The name is preserved in Lightwoods Park at B67 Hagley Road/ Galton Road. Heathland lies on sandy underlying soil derived from glacial drift. It usually made poor farmland and was naturally covered with long tough grass, scraggy bushes and few small trees. See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES.

Little Bromwich B8

13th century Parva Bromwich (Latin parva = little). There was a tiny settlement at the Pelham island, B8 Alum Rock Road/ Sladefield Road. Little Bromwich Hall B8 Alum Rock Road/ Moat House Road (See Moated Sites) was the manor house of Little Bromwich, which originally consisted of Alum Rock and Ward End, and was a sub-manor of Aston. By 1658 Little Bromwich was also being called Ward End in which sub-manor it was included. Its connection, if any, with nearby Castle Bromwich is unknown. The name is no longer in use.

Lordswood B17
Literally the lord’s wood, property of the lords of the manor of Harborne. Woodland is shown on the OS map First Edition c1860 lying to the west of Lordswood Road down to Court Oak Road. Lordswood itself stood between Hagley Road West/ Lordswood Road/ Blakeney Avenue.

Lower Witton B23  See Witton below.

Lozells B19

Uncertain - 1546 Lorres Hill or Lowsill - it may be a personal name ie. Lor’s wood? Lozells Wood was common waste in the Middle Ages. The district of Lozells lies around B19 Lozells Road.

Lyndon B26/ B92

1221 Linde, Anglo-Saxon lin = lime tree (possibly flax); by 1262 Lynedene = lime tree + dene = valley, probably the valley of Hatchford Brook. Lyndon was a detached sub-manor of Bickenhill in Warwickshire. In 1931 it amalgamated with Birmingham. Lyndon manor house stood on a moated site south of Westley Brook at Church Road/ Horse Shoes Lane/ Common Lane. See Moated Sites  Lyndon Green the green/ pasture belonging to the manor of Lyndon. The district lies around the junction of B26 Barrows Lane and Brays Road and is shown as Lyn Green on the OS map First Edition c1860. Lyndon End is at the junction of Barrows Lane and the Coventry Road , but the name is no longer in use. At B92 Lyndon Road/ Daylesford Road was Lyndon Orchard/ Line Orchard.
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Mackadown B33

Machitone, Anglo-Saxon Macca’s tun = Macca’s farm - the site is the junction of B33 Mackadown Lane and Tile Cross Road. This was the original settlement of Sheldon and is listed in the Domesday Book. The name is no longer in general use and the site is now in the district of Tile Cross, Sheldon being centred on St Giles Church B26 Church Road.

Maney B72

1285 Anglo-Saxon Manna eg  = Manna’s well-watered land; or maene eg = common well-watered land. The district of Maney lies immediately south-east of Sutton Coldfield town centre. Plantsbrook flows from Sutton Park was originally dammed at B72 Mill Street, is now culverted under Sutton town centre, to reappear at Upper Holland Road. This must have been the source of the well-watered land. Maney Hill rises south of Maney, the district lying south of Wylde Green Lane between Birmingham Road and East View Road.

Manwoods B20

Of uncertain origin - Manwoods was a farm belonging to the 12th-century Sandwell Priory; it was rebuilt 1680 by Henry Ford as Bayes Hall, the name later reverting to Manwoods. The location is the north-west corner of Handsworth golf course B20 Park Lane.

Marston Green B37

There are many other Marstons across the country. Anglo-Saxon mersc = marsh + tun = farm + green = common grazing land. Marston Green lies between Hatchford Brook and Low Brook which run north to the River Cole. The east end of Marston Green was known as Marston Culey, a name no longer in use. Although close to the southern end of Chelmsley Wood estate, Marston Green still retains its identity as a village.


Maule Green B11
is recorded on the Warwick Road just west of Greet Bridge 1727. the name is no longer in use.

The Maypole B14

The May Pole Believed to have been a tall pole which stood here to direct travellers, it was later also used as a maypole. The Maypole is used as a location name for the junction of B14 Alcester Road South and Maypole Lane, but it is also applied to the immediate area.

Mere Green B23

Mere derives from Anglo-Saxon or later and means pool; green = common grazing land. In 1655 Thomas Fox was given permission by Sir Robert Holte to make two pools near Erdington, the one was called Mere Pool. Mere Green is shown on the OS map First Edition c1860 at the southern end of B23 Erdington High Street east side. Fox’s other pool was Marle Pool: marl is clay dug to be spread on the land to improve fertility.

Mere Green B75

Centred on the junction of B75 Mere Green Road and Lichfield Road.  Its name means the green/ pasture land by the mere ie. pool. mere Pool Mere Pool lay in the Belwell Drive area.

Metchley B15

Michelhaye 1350, Anglo-Saxon micel gehaeg = small hedged/ fenced field/ enclosure. B15 Metchley Lane is an old route running from the Harborne Lane river crossing of Bournbrook up to Harborne. Metchley Park lay east of Metchley Lane and was a medieval deer park belonging to the de Birmingham family, which may be the original site of the small hedged enclosure. The name is now only used with reference to Metchley Roman fort.
Middleton Hall B30

Middleton is  a placename found across the country. Middeltune, Anglo-Saxon middle tun = middle farm (between Kings Norton and Northfield). The hall which may have stood on a moated site at was at Northfield Road/ Middleton Hall Road junction. The name is no longer in use.

Minworth B76

Meneworde, Anglo-Saxon Mynna’s worth = Mynna’s farmstead. The manor of Minworth was in Warwickshire until 1931 when the west part amalgamated with Birmingham. Centred along the north end of B76 Water Orton Lane at its junction with the Kingsbury Road, Minworth retains its identity as a village despite its close proximity to the east end of Castle Vale estate. Minworth Greaves or Minworth Greave (presumably derived from a family name) is a name no longer in use; this farming hamlet lay on the north side of the Kingsbury Road at its junction with Wiggins Hill Road. Minworth Greaves Manor, a 14th-century cruck-framed cottage was dismantled and re-erected in Maple Road Bournville 1932. Minworth Greaves farmhouse is a large Georgian farmhouse with extensive outbuildings converted to dwellings 2001.

Monyhull B14

First record Monhull 1237, derives from Anglo-Saxon Manna’s (or Munda’s) hyll = Manna’s Hill; this name may possibly be a rare Celtic survival - monadha = hill. This is the name of a location and not a district name. Monyhull Hall B14 Monyhull Hall Road was a manor house (sub-manor of Kings Norton) and may have originally stood on a medieval moated site. The present hall was built in the 16th century and survives in its Georgian form.

Moor Green B13

Moore Green, first recorded in the 13th century as Mora, finds its origin in Anglo-Saxon mor green = marshy common pasture; this site lies close to the valley of the River Rea. The green lay at B13 Moor Green Lane.

Moor End Green B24

Around B24 Moor End Lane originates from Anglo-Saxon mor green = marshy common pasture. End usually signifies a location at the extremity of a unit of land eg. a parish, manor or quarter.

Moseley B13

Museleie, Anglo-Saxon mus leage = fieldmouse clearing ie. small clearing; an Anglo-Saxon joke? Moseley is listed in the Domesday Book as a berewick of Bromsgrove; it is later treated as a sub-manor of Kings Norton. Old Moseley Hall stood on the Alcester Road opposite King Edwards Road and may have replaced an earlier hall which stood on the site of the Fighting Cocks public house Alcester Road/ King Edwards Road. This hall was replaced in the late 16th-century by a timbered hall set back from the Alcester Road between Salisbury Road and Chantry Road. A new hall was built on the site of the present Moseley Hall on the Alcester Road on the other side of Salisbury Road before 1632. This hall was burned in the Birmingham Riots 1791 and the present Moseley Hall restored/ rebuilt 1796. The shopping centre at B13 Alcester Road/ St Marys Row is still referred to as Moseley village.

Moundsley B38

13th century Mundesley, Anglo-Saxon Mund’s or Munda’s leage = forest clearing/ field. Moundsley Hall at B38 Walkers Heath Road/ Druids Heath Lane was a timber-framed manor house built before 1521 and demolished c1939. This is not a district name.
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Nechells/ Nechells Green B7

Echeles 1180, Anglo-Saxon atten echels = at the piece of land added on (to an estate or manor). As Echells appears in a document of 1180 as a property of the de Parles family which was clearly detached from their manor of Handsworth, though the name may predate that connection. Nechells was a sub-manor of Bordesley, itself a sub-manor of Aston, amalgamated with Birmingham 1838. It may be that Nechells was originally land added to the parent village of Aston.  Nechells lies on a ridge between Hockley Brook/ Aston Brook  and the River Rea, between the Birmingham & Fazeley Canal/ M6 motorway/ B7 Heartlands Way/ Nechells Parkway/ Dartmouth Middleway. There was probably never a village centre here. Nechells Green was a name adopted after a competition for the city’s first post-war redevelopment area of Ashted, Duddeston and Vauxhall in the late-1950s/1960s. The original medieval green of Nechells Green was an area of unenclosed grazing around B7 Bloomsbury Street/ Nechells Parkway. The modern area lies south-west of Nechells and straddles Nechells Parkway; it is sometimes described by locals as Nechells.
New Oscott B73

In 1837 Oscott College was built at College Road/ Chester Road on the site of Holdford Farm. The old Roman Catholic centre at Maryvale, Oscott became known as Old Oscott to distinguish it from the New Oscott. B44 Old Oscott Old Oscott Hill. Maryvale Convent of Mercy was built 1752 but on the site originally stood the 17th-century Roman Catholic Mission. Oscott, first recorded as Oscote = Anglo-Saxon Osa’s cot = Osa’s cottage. The hamlet of (Old) Oscott stood at the junction of Old Oscott Lane and Old Oscott Hill.

Northfield B31

Northfield is a name common across the country. Northefeld, Anglo-Saxon nord feld = north open land (feld did not mean field but open land as opposed to forest); north probably of Bromsgrove. This may have been land already cleared when Saxon settlers arrived. The manor of Northfield is listed in the Domesday and must have been a manor of some importance having a priest at this date. Northfield was a manor in Worcestershire and amalgamated with Birmingham 1911. The original village stood around St Laurence Church on Church Hill; the focus now is on the shopping centre on Bristol Road South around the junction with Church Road.
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Old Oscott  B44  See above New Oscott.

Olton B92

Oltun, Anglo-Saxon eald tun = old farm. Olton was formerly known as Ulverley, ie. Wulfhere’s clearing until Solihull new town was created c1200. The hamlet of Ulverley was at the junction of Ulleries Road/ Lyndon Road; Ulverley Green was at Ulverley Green Road. The district of Olton is now focussed around Olton railway station at Ulverley Green Road/ Warwick Road.

Oscott B44  See above New Oscott.
Over Saltley B8  See Saltley below.

Over Witton B23  See Witton below.
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Paper Mill End B44

This was the name for the junction of B44 Aldridge Road and Greenholm Road. Paper Mill on Hol Brook stood here known as Garretts Mill 1648; it had been a blade mill 1597. It was gone by the 1880s but is remembered in a street name.

Peddimore B76

Anglo-Saxon Pede’s or Peoda’s (a personal name) mor = marshland. Peddimore Hall is a 17th-century hall built on, presumably an early medieval site surrounded by a 13th-century double rectangular moat whose remains can be seen. This is the name of a site which is and always was a farmstead in a rural location.

Perry/ Perry Barr/ Perry Beeches/ Perry Common B42/ B44

There are a number of Perrys in England. Pirio, Anglo-Saxon pirige = pear tree; barr = hill top. The name Barr is a rare local Ancient British Celtic survival found in Great Barr which also refers to Barr Beacon, the highest point in West Midlands County, recorded as a beacon hill from Anglo-Saxon times. Little Barr and Great Barr are both Staffordshire manors recorded at Domesday. The smaller manor Perry Barr became part of Perry in the 14th century. Both names seem to have referred to manors rather than to settlements. Perry Hall was the manor house at B42 Perry Avenue/ Walsall Road though an earlier manor house may have stood in Rocky Lane half a mile north. See Moated Sites. Perry appears to have been a hamlet around the B42 Church Road. 
The area north of Kings Road west of the Chester Road was Perry Barr Common (OS First Edition 1834); north of Pheasey between Beacon Road and the Chester Road was known as Great Barr Common as far north as Foley Road. Current usage: The name Perry alone is no longer in use having been replaced by Perry Barr which is centred on B42 Birchfield Road/ Aston Lane junction and the area to the north; this may well be due to the naming of Perry Barr Station 1838. Perry Common is the area around B23 Perry Common Road and Witton Lodge Road and was developed before World War 2. Little Perry Wood stood north of the junction of Beeches Road and the Walsall Road. (Great Perry Wood stood east of Walsall Road/ Old Walsall Road junction). The district of Perry Beeches, originally Pery Wood /Perry Wood, now lies north of Perry Park between the Walsall Road and the M6 motorway. Beech trees are large distinctive trees which live to a great age; a stand of beech trees would have been a prominent landmark. Most of Perry Barr amalgamated with Birmingham 1928; the rest became part of West Bromwich. See also Great Barr above.

Pheasey B43

The Pheasey housing development began just before World War 2 on the land of Pheasey Farm shown on the First Edition OS map 1834 at the corner of Collingwood Drive/ Beacon Road on the site of Roxburgh Grove. The name derives from the family name Vesey; Veysies farme house is recorded 1648, but the ownership goes back to the 16th century with Simon Vesey, a descendant of Sutton’s Bishop Vesey.

Pineapple B14

First recorded 1678. In late Middle English pineapple was the word used for what we now call a pinecone. From the 15th century the word was used for a stylised representation of a pinecone in architecture and decoration. In this context apple derives from the Latin pomum (cf. French pomme = apple) which meant any kind of fruit. What we now call a pineapple originates in tropical America and was so-called from the mid-17th century because of its resemblance to a pinecone. Pineapples were first brought to England in the early 18th century. Gate posts topped with a stone carved in the pinecone design were fashionable at that time, possibly because of the introduction of the exotic new fruit. Presumably there were such at Pineapple Farm Allenscroft Road/ Millbrook Road; Pineapple is a municipal housing estate named after the farm and was laid out in the early 1930s; it lies north of Brandwood Park Road and east of Allens Croft Road.


Pinfold Green B25 
was recorded 1763 and lay between Stockfield Road and Yardley Road (Tiffield Road); this was likely the site of the pinfold where stray farm animals could be collected on payment of a fine.

Pype B24

Pipa 1290, Anglo-Saxon pipa = water channel; the implication is that this is a man-made channel, but it is not known what and where it was. Pype was a manor centred on a medieval moated site at Kingsbury Road/ Bromford Lane (south-west of the junction)/ Parkdale Close. Pype Hall/ Pipe Manor/ Pype Orchard was a sub-manor of Erdington, rebuilt outside the moat 1543,. enlarged 1622 as Wood End Hall or Wood End House or Wood House by the 19th century and demolished 1932. The name is no longer in use.

Pype Hayes B24

A sub-manor of Erdington presumably so-named to distinguish it from Pype or because it was originally part of Pype manor. Pipa, Anglo-Saxon Pype + gehaeg = Pype enclosure. gehaeg  can mean a fenced or hedged piece of land encosed for agriculture, but here may mean an enclosure for hunting game. The present Pype Hayes Hall in Pype Hayes Park, Chester Road/ Eachelhurst Road was built before 1670 by Sir Harvey Bagot. It was still occupied in 1908 used as city council offices. However, by its name this is a very much older site. Furthermore, ridge and furrow, evidence of medieval open strip fields has been found near the hall.
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Queslett B44

Quieslade, Anglo-Saxon queest slade = wood pigeon, small (boggy) valley. Queslett is shown as a rural hamlet on the First Edition OS map c1860 at the junction of Aldridge Road/ Beacon Road and Queslett Road. Holbrook runs north to south in the valley west of the Aldridge Road down to the River Tame. This is a localised name.

Quinton or The Quinton B32

The cwen’s tun = Anglo-Saxon queen’s farm; which queen is unknown; the name may derive from cwene’s tun =  woman’s farm. Quinton was called Ridgacre at Domesday - Anglo-Saxon hrycg acre = ridge acre. This name is no longer in use. The district lies between Hagley Road West and Quinton Road West; however, the old village centre is off Hagley Road West on Quinton High Street between the Quinton Expressway and the M5 motorway. The manor of Quinton amalgamated with Birmingham 1909.
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Radley Moor B33

1176 Radelega = red fields, probably named from the red sand rather than red clay. The moor was a strip of boggy land (now The Radleys) along Platt Brook which has still not been built on. This would have been common grazing land in the Middle Ages and probably after. The name is now only recalled in the street name, The Radleys.

Reddicap Heath B75/ B76

In 1763 there was a farm here known as Mother Red-Cap Farm which may be the origin of the name; cap may indicate a look-out or beacon. Heathland is usually easily worked soil but agriculturally poor; it often derives from glacial drift. See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES. The modern district centres on the junction of Reddicap Heath Road and Hollyfield Road.

Rednal B45

Wreodanhale 780, Anglo-Saxon wreodan healh = thicket nook. Rednal is listed as a sub-manor of Kings Norton in the Domesday Book. Rednal Hill is one of the Lickey Hills between Eachway Lane and Leach Green Lane. The district of Rednal lies on the northern slopes of the hill and northwards towards Longbridge along Lickey Road within the city boundary. Rubery lies to the west along the south side of Bristol Road South, much of it outside the city boundary.

Robin Hood B28

The road junction recorded as Six Weyes in 1382, this name dates from c1800 and is probably a misreading of Robin Wood which stretched from Stratford Road/ Highfield Road to the River Cole at Trittiford. At some time in the 19th century the name was misread/ miswritten as Robin Hood. The name was used for the Robin Hood public house, a large private house converted into a pub in the 1920s when the tramlines from Birmingham city centre reached here. By the 1930s a number of small roundabouts had been made around this complicated junction. These were replaced by a very large roundabout thorugh the middle of which the tramlines ran. The name, Robin Hood was subsequently applied to the traffic island and later to the cemetery and golf course. These apart, the name now refers to the traffic island and immediate surroundings.

Rotton Park B16

Sometimes Rotten Park, Rotton first record 1275; Parc de Rotton juxta (near) Birmingham 1307. Anglo-Saxon rot tun = cheerful farm. The medieval park was a private deer park of the de Birmingham family. The bounds of the park, which was disparked before 1553, were probably Dudley Road, Ladywood Middleway, Hagley Road, Sandon Road, and Shireland Brook - roughly Willow Avenue, Gilbert Road, Shenstone Road. The park was sold off in various lots by 1852. The name is now used for a rather ill-defined area around Rotton Park Road and City Road north of Portland Road.

Roughley B75

Rough ie. not cultivated + leage = forest clearing/ field. The district of Roughley lies north of Little Sutton Road; beyond Roughley is countryside: Roughley Farm is at Slade Road/ Duttons Lane.

Row Heath B30

Anglo-Saxon ruh = rough ie. not cultivated + heath. Heathland is typical of underlying sandy soil which drains quickly. Agriculturally poor it may have been used for grazing but produced poor arable land. Many of Birmingham’s heaths lie on drift brought down by the glaciers during the last Ice Age. See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES. Row Heath was around the junction of B30 Selly Oak Road/ Heath Road.

Rubery B45

Robery, Anglo-Saxon ruh beorg = rough hill(s). These are the Lickey Hills; Rednal Hill and Beacon Hill to the south. Much of Rubery lies outside the city boundary while inside the boundary Rednal lies to the east along the south side of Bristol Road South.
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Salford/ Salford Bridge B24

There are a number of other Salfords in England. Scraford 1290, Anglo-Saxon scraf ford = cave ford; in the cliff at the foot of Copeley Hill north of Spaghetti Junction there were caves until the 1970s when they were destroyed by the M6 motorway construction. The ford was an important crossing of the River Tame by the Lichfield Road a route from medieval times linking (Bristol) Worcester to Lichfield (and the north-east) and known as ‘one of the four great roads of England’. The crossing here at the foot of Gravelly Hill must have been a firm one. A wooden bridge is recorded here from 1290, which was rebuilt in stone 1536 as a humped packhorse bridge like that surviving on the Tame at Water Orton. The bridge was rebuilt 1906 to allow the tram route to continue to Erdington. This is the name of a location not a district.

Saltley B8

Sautlege 1170, Anglo-Saxon sealuht leage = willow trees clearing; willows are prevalent on wetland near rivers. The original settlement may have been in the Adderley Road area near where the River Rea then flowed. Saltley left Aston manor to amalgamate with Birmingham 1891. From the Middle Ages there was probably a small village focus in Lower Saltley, B8 Adderley Road/ Alum Rock Road area near the ford through the River Rea. Over Saltley = Upper Saltley was the area around Alum Rock Road/ Bowyer Road as opposed to the Adderley Park area lower down the hill.

Sandhills B6

Self-explanatory, was the name given to the area around Alma Street; much of the sand was used for building Aston New Town from the 1850s. The name is no longer in use, but for the street name Sandhill Farm Close..

Sandpits B1

Recorded in 1390; there was a sandstone quarry here, much of the stone was later used in canal building. This is now a street name.

Sarehole B13

Sare + Anglo-Saxon holm = flood meadow (medieval); the origin of the first part is unknown - Sare? Searu? a personal name? The hamlet stood at the junction of Wake Green Road/ Green Lane.

Selly/ Selly Oak/ Selly Park B29

Escelie, Anglo-Saxon scylf leage = shelf (of land) clearing. Selly is listed as a manor in the Domesday Book. Selly Manor or Bournbrook Hall originally stood on Selly Hill (a little-used name) at Bournbrook Road/ Rookery Road on a medieval moated site and may indicate the original settlement site. (It was re-erected on Bournville Green 1916.) The centre of the district of Selly Oak is Oak Tree Lane/ Bristol Road where the ‘original’ oak was felled after it became dangerous 1909. However, for another likely derivation of the name see the Appendix - James Hyland’s The Selly Oak. The district of Selly Park lies further west around Selly Park Road which recalls Selly Hall now a Roman Catholic convent. The name Selly Wick is no longer in use and derives either from Anglo-Saxon wic = dairy farm, or from a very rare (for Birmingham) Latin survival vicus = settlement. In view of its proximity to Metchley Roman fort this is a possibility. Selly Wick was at Selly Park Road/ Selly Wick Road.
Shard End B34

Derives from Anglo-Saxon sceard = gap (in a hedge); earliest written record le Sherd. Shard End Farm stood at Coneyford Road/ Shustoke Road until post-war municipal housing was built from Hodge Hill Common between the Coleshill Road/ Bradford Road/ Chester Road and the River Cole.

Shaw Hill B8

May take its name from Anglo-Saxon sceaga ie. a little wood or from a family in the area in the early 18th century named after the little wood. The name is now only recalled in Shaw Hill Road.

Sheldon B26

Scheldone, Anglo-Saxon scylf dun = shelf hill (ie. a flat-topped hill). The origins of Sheldon are at Mackadown at the junction of B33 Mackadown Lane and Tile Cross Road. This manor is listed in the Domesday Book and later became known as Sheldon manor. Settlement in the manor expanded in the Middle Ages so that by the 12th century there was a moated manor house at Gressel Lane, known as Sheldon Hall, or East hall, and another at Kents Moat, while the parish church and a small village stood at Church Road. Sheldon was a manor in Warwickshire until 1931 when the larger part north of the Coventry Road amalgamated with Birmingham. The remainder went to Solihull with local government reorganisation 1974.

Shenley Fields B29/ B31

Anglo-Saxon scene leage = bright clearing + fields, one of the large common open fields of Northfield, which lay north of Merritts Brook at Shenley Lane/ Shenley Fields Road/ Shenley Hill. Shenley Court was at the junction of Shenley Lane/ Shenley Fields Road.

Showell Green B11

Anglo-Saxon se' weles = seven wells or springs; green = common grazing land. The site is on a hill along Showell Green Lane, and the name now has little currency being considered part of Sparkhill. Bull’s Spring at Belle Walk/ Yardley Wood Road/ Stoney Lane is mentioned in the Yardley Charter. The spring is probably the source of Showell Green Brook (now mostly culverted) which runs alongside Sparkhill Park to the River Cole).

Slade B23

Anglo-Saxon slaed = a little valley with the implication of boggy; Slade Waste is recorded 1620, Slade Common 1633. The name is now used only in the street name, Slade Road.

Small Heath B10

Small Hethe is first recorded 1461; the meaning of small included an idea of narrowness. The original heath may have been at the junction of Green Lane/ Coventry Road. Heath. This was poor agricultural land which may have provided passable grazing. Here it lies on glacial drift of sand and gravel. See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES. The modern district lies around the Coventry Road between Small Heath Highway and Green Lane/ Yardley Green Road.

Snails Green B15

Or Snailes Green, a small settlement dating from before the 18th century at Westfield Road/ Richmond Hill Road. Green usually denotes common pasture in the Middle Ages. The name is no longer in use.

Soho B18/ B19/ B21

Thought to be named after an inn on Soho Hill. The inn sign portrayed a hunstman from whose mouth came the word Soho ie. Tally ho! Soho is considered part of Handsworth and the name is used in Birmingham now primarily with reference to the linear shopping centre along Soho Road. Factory Road B18 was the site of Matthew Boulton’s famous Soho Manufactory 1761. Soho Foundry was a development built 1796 by Boulton & Watt to manufacture steam engines as the original site could not cope with further expansion. Hence the fact that the area round B66 Foundry Lane in Smethwick is also called Soho.

South Yardley B25/ B26  See Yardley below.

Solihull B91

Anglo-Saxon sylig hyll = possibly pigsty hill, more likely muddy hill. The manor originated in a settlement at Olton B92 Oltun, then known as Ulverley, ie. Wulfhere’s clearing, at the junction of Ulleries Road/ Lyndon Road. When a new town was created at Solihull c1200, Ulverley became known as Olton Anglo-Saxon eald tun = old farm.

Spaghetti Junction B6/ B23/ B24

The nickname given to Junction 6 of the M6, at the time of construction the most complicated multi-level junction in the world. In 1969 work began on the A38(M) Aston Expressway to take traffic from the M6 at Gravelly Hill directly into the City Centre The Aston Expressway and the M6 opened 1972. The A38(M) was designed as a single seven-lane highway with no central reservation to be used on a tidal flow basis. It was originally intended was to operate the tidal flow with four lanes and three lanes morning and evening, however, it was since thought too dangerous. For many years it was used as dual three lanes with a buffer lane but recently the tidal flow has operated during the rush hour with a four and two basis maintaining one empty lane between. Spaghetti Junction is a name in popular use although it does not appear on any map.

Sparkbrook B11

The Sparke family lived here from 1275 but whether they were named after the Spark Brook or the stream after them is debatable. It would mean sparkling stream as a river name. Sparke Green was the area bounded by the Stratford Road, Stoney Lane, Fulham Road; in the Middle Ages a green was common pasture. By 1896 when it was culverted the Spark Brook had become virtually an open sewer and Stoney Lane was widened over it to take tramlines. Sparkbrook focusses on the linear shopping centre along the long linear shopping centre of the Stratford Road southwards from Highgate Road to College Road.

Sparkhill B11

Self-explanatory, the hill above Sparkbrook. The district lies between the Stratford Road and Warwick Road, between the River Cole and Spark Brook.

Springfield B13

Self-explanatory. There was a medieval holy well/ spring between Springfield Road and the River Cole, the water said to be a cure for eye ailments. Holy wells are often of great antiquity, predating Christianity and very likely pre-Anglo-Saxon. They were often dedicated to a goddess to whom people made offerings thrown into the water. With the advent of Christianity the church usually rededicated the wells in the name of a female Christian saint. The water, believed to have curative properties, was used for baptisms; indeed, Christian baptisms may have taken place in the well itself. During the Reformation the practice fell out of favour as superstitious. The district of Springfield lies around and west of Springfield Road. It is a name that currently has limited use, the area being considered part of Sparkhill.

Stechford B33

Sticheford, Anglo-Saxon styfic ford = stump ford (across the River Cole at B33 Station Road); the hamlet centred on Station Road/ Flaxley Road/ Iron Lane until Stechford Station was opened 1844 when, not only the focus of the village and subsequent housing development moved up to the Station Road/ Frederick Road area, but the misspelt station name Stechford rather than hitherto Stichford was adopted for the area. The small shopping centre at Albert Road/ Richmond Road, once known as Five Ways and a Victorian development, is Stechford village.

Streetly B74

Derives from Anglo-Saxon strete leage = (Roman) road (ie. Icknield Street) clearing. See Roman Roads. This road linked Metchley fort with the Roman fort at Wall near Lichfield, Littlechester near Doncaster and the North-east. It follows Kingstanding Road B44 through Old Oscott and Kingstanding, along Westwood Road and into Sutton Park B73/ B74 where it can still be seen. The road was clearly an important geographical feature in Anglo-Saxon times. The modern district lies between Thornhill Road and Aldridge Road.

Stirchley B30

Stretlet Streete, has the same derivation as Streetly: Anglo-Saxon strete leage = Roman road (ie. Icknield Street) clearing. See Roman Roads. The road left the Fosse Way at Bourton-on-the-Water, passing via Alcester. From Alcester it came via Headley Heath, into Birmingham at B38 Walkers Heath then followed Lifford Lane B30 across the River Rea and on through Stirchley. The route followed the Pershore Road from Breedon Cross to Bournville Lane. Its route after that is not known: perhaps through Selly Park Recreation Ground B29 near Metchley Roman fort. The road was clearly an important geographical feature in Anglo-Saxon times. The district lies around the Pershore Road between Selly Park Road and Fordhouse Lane.

Stockfield B25

Stock field = stile field, probably medieval, and signifying an enclosed field for livestock, hence the stile. This was originally one of great open fields of Tenchley, known as Heyne Field ie. high field and lay between Arden Road, Stockfield Road, Mansfield Road and Wynford Road. The name is remembered now only in the street name, Stockfield Road B25/ B27.

Stockland Green B23
Recorded 1741 but must be much older; stock = cattle; green = common grazing land. However, stock may derive from Anglo-Saxon stoc = outlying farm; Stockland Green is at the junction of Slade Road and Marsh Lane, and near the edge of Erdington manor.

Summerfield B16

Named after Summerfield House Dudley Road/ City Road/ Icknield Port Road, a large country house originally dating from the late 17th century set in parkland some of which became a public park, Summerfield Park 1876. The house was demolished 1887. The name may be medieval and derive from pasture flooded in winter, used for grazing in summer.

Sutton Coldfield B72

The placename name Sutton is commonly found across the country. Sutone, Anglo-Saxon suth tun = south farm (south of Lichfield or Tamworth perhaps? - uncertain); Anglo-Saxon col feld = charcoal open land. Col possibly derives from cool/ cold ie. barren, or may even come down from the Celtic word for hazel that survives in the name of the River Cole. The manor of Sutton is listed as Sutone, a royal Warwickshire manor in the Domesday Book; Colfeld is recorded first in 1313. Sutton Coldfield was granted its royal charter of incorporation 1528 by Henry VIII and was a borough with a mayor from 1886; with the re-organisation of local government 1974 the City of Birmingham combined with the Royal Borough of Sutton Coldfield to form Birmingham Metropolitan District Council, known as Birmingham City Council from 1986. Sutton’s Tudor rose can be seen in the City’s coat-of-arms. Sutton covers a large area in the north of the Birmingham: B72 B73 B74 B75.

Swanshurst B13

First recorded 1221 Anglo-Saxon swan (or swann) hyrst = swain’s ie. peasant’s (just possibly swan’s) hill. This was common pasture in the Middle Ages. The name has localised use around Swanshurst Park, Swanshurst Lane.
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Tenchlee/ Tenchley B27

Tenchley seems to derive from tench leage = tench (ie. the fish) clearing; it may refer to Westley Brook, now culverted here, which flowed west of and parallel to Clay Lane. This was probably an Anglo-Saxon daughter settlement of Yardley. This settlement and field system was a little further north than the present centre of Acocks Green at South Yardley. The name had fallen out of use by the end of the 18th century.

Ten Acres B29

A 19th-century development so-called after a fieldname. The name is little used for the area on the Pershore Road north of Dogpool Lane.

Thornhill B74

A location at the southern end of Thornhill Road before its junction with the Chester Road.

Tinkers Farm B31

A family name recorded here 1275, recalled now in street names, Tinkers Farm Road and Tinkers Farm Grove .

Tile Cross B33

A cross is shown on Dugdale’s 18th-century map at Tyle Cross or Tylers Cross at Cooks Lane/ Tile Cross Road. Presumably tiles were made here using the plentiful local clay. A stone cross may have stood here. The modern district now on the boundary of Birmingham and Solihull, was built up after World War 2 and lies west of Tile Cross Road.

Tower Hill B42

Tower Hill at Tower Hill/ Walsall Road is of unknown origin; it may be named after a watchtower, or windmill? although there is no evidence of a windmill here. The name derives from Tower Hill Farm on whose land an estate of private housing was built c1950 and is recalled now only in the street name.

Treeford B8

Treaford is a family name recorded as Trafford 1485. Treaford Hall/ Treeford Hall Treaford Lane/ Bankdale Road was a large moated Georgian house on a medieval site demolished in the early 20th century to make way for housing. The name is recalled now only in the street name.

Trittiford B13/ B14/ B28

Anglo-Saxon Titta’s or Tyda’s ford, sometimes Titterford, named as Trittiford by the corporation 1913 when the area round the pool was made into a public park. This was a ford from early times. The river crossing was part of the Yardley ridgeway, an ancient local route from Pershore via the River Cole crossing at Trittiford near the junction of Trittiford Road/ Highfield Road and on to Yardley and beyond.

Turfpits B23

Turf has the implication of good grassland. Could the pits have been sand pits? The name was in use by 1817. The name is recalled only in Turfpits Lane.

Turves Green B31

ie. good-grass green. A medieval green usually denoted open land used for common pasture. The post-World War 2 municipal housing estate is built around the road of the same name.

Tyburn B24/ B35

Dates from c1730 and taken from London's Tyburn, a place of execution from Norman times until the late 18th century. The implication is that this also was a place where a gallows stood. This may be the case. although no evidence survives. The Tyburn is the junction of Chester Road and Kingsbury Road by the public house of the same name. The Tyburn Road originally went from Bromford Lane to its junction with Kingsbury Road and no further; thus it was the road to Tyburn not the road at Tyburn.

Tyseley B11

Anglo-Saxon Tyssa’s leage = Tyssa’s forest clearing. The personal name may possibly refer to Tiw, an Anglo-Saxon god of war, or to a person named after him in which case the name may indicate a rare late survival of paganism, or possibly a settlement earlier than the conversion to Christianity. The district is centred on Tyseley railway station 1907 Warwick Road/ Wharfedale Road on the Birmingham-Oxford Line 1852, though where the original settlement was is open to conjecture.
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Vauxhall/ Vauxhall Gardens B7

Taken from the London district name c1750 for Duddeston Hall pleasure gardens from c1750. See Moated Sites. The district of Vauxhall lay between the Grand Junction Birmingham-Liverpool Railway and the River Rea; Ashted lay north of Vauxhall Road; Duddeston lay south of the present Nechells. The name has fallen out of use subsequent to the 1960s redevelopment of Nechells Green.
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Wake Green B13

Around the junction of Wake Green Road and Yardley Wood Road this name may signify a green where wakes/ medieval fairs were held, or it may derive from an Anglo-Saxon personal name, Waca. Medieval common grazing land was usually referred to as a green..

Walkers Heath B38

Recorded as le Walkerishethe from a family name 1314. Due to the infertile and quick-draining nature of the underlying soil there are a number of heaths in this area including, from west to east,  West Heath, Walkers Heath Headley Heath, Highters Heath and Truemans Heath. See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES. The original heath lay between Bells Lane and Walkers Heath Road.

Walmley/ Walmley Ash B76
Warmelegh, Anglo-Saxon warm leage = warm forest clearing; the original clearing must have been on a sheltered south-facing slope. The name is still recorded as Warmley in the late 19th century. Walmley lies around the junction of Walmley Road/ Walmley Ash Road and Penns Lane. Walmley Ash is at the junction of Walmley Ash Lane and Walmley Ash Road.

Ward End B8

Recorded as a family name 1315 and as Warde End c1460 as the name for part of Little Bromwich, a sub-manor of Aston, which amalgamated with Birmingham 1891. The district was centred on the home of the Ward family, Ward End Old Hall, a medieval manor at Overpool Road/ Washbrook Road/ Northleigh Road whose moats could still be seen in 1945.

Warstock B14

Le Harstok, may derive from Anglo-Saxon har stocc = boundary post. The manors of Kings Norton, Solihull and Yardley met at the junction of Warstock Road and Warstock Lane. The name may, however, derive from har = hoary, white with age, ie. ancient + stoc = outlying farm. The hamlet stood at Prince of Wales Lane/ Yardley Wood Road.

Warstone B18

Horenstonfeld, Anglo-Saxon har stan = boundary stone, where the manors of Aston, Birmingham and Handsworth met; the hoarstone, a glacial erratic can still be seen in Warstone Cemetery, Warstone Lane.

Washwood Heath B8

Wasshewode 1454, Anglo-Saxon gewaesc wudu = ground that is washed over by water, + wood + heath. The stream that now runs through Ward End Park (thereafter culverted to the River Tame) is called Wash Brook. Presumably there was land here liable to floods and the wood was named after the stream; subsequently the heath around the Warren Road/ Washwood Heath Road/ Higfhfield Road area was named after the wood. Heath was poorer agricultural land lying on glacial drift.

Wednesbury WS10
Wodnesbeorg, Anglo-Saxon Woden’s burh = Woden’s fortified hill. Woden was chief of the Anglo-Saxon gods; the name may indicate a rare late survival of paganism, or possibly a settlement earlier than the conversion to Christianity.

Wednesfield WV11

Wodnesfeld, Anglo-Saxon Woden’s feld = Woden’s open land, not a field in the medieval nor the modern sense, but in its original sense meaning land that was open rather than forested. Woden was chief of the Anglo-Saxon gods; the name may indicate a rare late survival of paganism, or possibly a settlement earlier than the conversion to Christianity.

Wells Green B26
At the junction of the Coventry Road and Sheaf Lane the green took its name from the Wells family who owned land here into the mid-19th century. The term green in the Middle Ages usually referred to common grazing land.

Weoley Castle, Weleye, Anglo-Saxon weoh leage = heathen temple clearing - possibly a rare reference to paganism. The name may indicate either a settlement earlier than the conversion to Christianity c650a or rare late survival of paganism. However, the name may also be interpreted as deriving from weg hoh leah: ‘road’, ‘ridge’, ‘clearing’. The road would be the Bristol Road or rather its Roman predecessor which ran close to the present route; a hoh was a ridge of land of a particular shape and may be translated as a ‘heel’ or a ‘spur’ of higher ground; and leah is a common word for a farmed clearing in a forested area. Weoley was an Anglian settlement on the more workable soils of the Birmingham sandstone ridge.. It became the name for a district of municipal housing after world War 1.

West Heath B31

Heathland on the west side of Kings Norton manor. The heath lay around the junction of Alvechurch Road/ Redhill Road. Due to the infertile and quick-draining nature of the underlying soil there are a number of heaths in this area including, from west to east, West Heath, Walkers Heath Headley Heath, Highters Heath and Truemans Heath. See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES. The modern district lies east of Alvechurch Road.


Whateley Green B36

A location in Castle Bromwich, the name derives from Anglo-Saxon wheat clearing.  It is probably medieval. The most common cereal crops grown in the Middle ages were rye, oats and barley which were grown on light gravelly and sandy soils. Land here must have been more suitable for growing wheat which brought a higher price.

Whitehouse Common B75

Self-explanatory, in use by 1725. A common was land over which manorial tenants had certain rights, usually that of pasture for livestock. The junction of Tamworth Road and Whitehouse Common Road is described as Whitehouse on the OS First Edition c1860. The area around Whitehouse Common Road covered by the modern district of Whitehouse Common was then known as Whitehouse Enclosure.

Wiggins Hill B76

Wicgingahyll, Anglo-Saxon Wicga’s, ing = people/ family, hyll = hill. The manor of Wiggins Hill is listed in the Domesday Book. The settlement is still a rural hamlet, probably not much bigger than it was a thousand years ago.

Wilkes Green B21

Or Wilks Green, derives from a family name + green = common pasture. The site is roughly that of the modern school of the same name, east of Rookery Road, north of Albert Road. The name is not in current use but for the school, and the district is part of Handsworth.

Winson Green B18

Wynesdon recorded 1327, Anglo-Saxon Wine’s dun = Wine’s Hill; may derive from winn dun = meadow Hill. A medieval green was common grazing land. Winson Green was part of Birmingham Heath which was undeveloped until enclosure 1798. The area became urbanised during the second half of the 19th century and a large part of it was used to build Birmingham Goal 1849, the Borough Lunatic Asylum 1849, the Birmingham Union Workhouse 1850, and the Borough Hospital for Smallpox and Scarlet Fever 1883 all at that time away from the town.
Wishaw B76
Witscaga, Anglo-Saxon wiht sceaga = curved thicket/ small wood. Wishaw is listed as a manor in the Domesday Book and remains a small rural village around the village church, which was founded in early Norman times.

Witton B6

Witone may derive from Anglo-Saxon wic tun = dairy farm. However wic (especially as the second placename element) often derives from Latin vicus denoting a Roman settlement. Certainly Witton is close to the Roman road, Icknield Street/ Ryknield Street, which probably followed Stoneleigh Road and Wellhead Lane B42 to cross the River Tame at Holford. The manor is listed in the Domesday Book, and was a sub-manor of Aston. The manor house, Witton Hall B23 Brookvale Road/ George Road, was built c1730 but an earlier manor house may have stood on the site; this may be the original site of the dairy farm. Over Witton B23 = Upper Witton, the area south of Upper Witton Lakes as opposed to Lower Witton around Brookvale Park; the lake here was formerly called Lower Witton Pool. The valley which lies east of Lower Witton was known as Witton Slade ie. Witton Valley. Only the name Witton is now in use as district name. The shopping centre of Witton is at the junction of Witton Road/ Witton Lane/ Aston Lane but the district itself lies to the north between Erdington and Perry Barr.

Woodgate/ Woodgate Valley B32

The valley is that of the Bournbrook; what the significance of the gate in the wood is not known; it is possibly medieval wudu gaet  = wood road. Woodgate lies between Woodgate Lane/ Wood Lane and the M5 motorway The modern housing development of Woodgate Valley was built between Bournbrook and Clapgate Lane in the last part of the 20th century while leaving a wide green parkway along the river valley.

Worlds End B32

Denotes land at the edge of or beyond the area where people live; the location is Worlds End Lane/ Higgins Lane. Similarly Wilderness Farm (Moor Farm) which stood north of Clapgate Lane/ roughly opposite Bell Heath Way. Another Worlds End is located in Solihull/ Olton at B91 Warwick Road west of Olton golf course.

Wythall B47
Wyhtehalle, Anglo-Saxon withig worth = willow tree enclosure/ farm. Willows are water-loving trees; Wythall is close to the River Cole.

Wylde Green B72/ B73

Wild may derive from wild meaning uncultivated, or from an Anglo-Saxon word meaning machinery of some kind, a windmill? A green in the Middle Ages was usually open pasture used by the community. The OS First Edition map c1860 shows Wild Green House on the Birmingham Road opposite Station Road. Was this the site of the original green? Certainly the area was defined by the siting and naming of Wylde Green railway station 1862.
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Yardley B25

Gyrdleahe 972, Anglo-Saxon gyrd leage; leage = clearing/ fields; gyrd may mean stick or twig, it also has the meaning of yard as a measure of area (at one time a yard was a quarter of an acre); the implication could be that this was small clearing. Medieval ridge and furrow is visible behind St Edburgha’s Church close to Rents Moat B33 Yardley Church Road/ Queens Road; is this the site of the original clearing?. Yardley is a Worcestershire manor listed in the Domesday Book, a detached sub-manor of Beoley. It amalgamated with Birmingham in 1911. The district is centred on the old village and church. Yardley Fields the open strip fields of Yardley ie. Stichford and Church Field west of Yardley village to the River Cole and north to Flaxley Road; the name was used to describe this location, but was not subsequently used as a name for the urban area. Acocks Green Station was originally known as Acocks Green & South Yardley Station ie. the station at which to disembark for Acocks Green and South Yardley. The southernmost point in Yardley manor was actually at B28 Yardley Wood some 3 miles away, but the name of the railway station renamed the district surrounding it. The district of South Yardley now therefore lies east of Yardley Road. Yardley Wood was the woodland belonging to the manor of Yardley and lay west of the River Cole and South of Chinn Brook. Yardley Wood railway station opened 1907.

Yenton See Erdington above.
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aecer  
plot of land, arable or pasture; a measure of land,

from which derives the imperial measurement of an acre = c0.4 ha.

aesc

ash tree

baere  
woodland pasture, especially that used for pigs

blaec
black

brende  
burnt

broc  
brook, stream, generally a muddy one

brycg  
bridge

burh  
fortified place

burna  
stream, generally a clear one, sometimes with an implication of a boundary

cald  
cold

calu

bald, bare

camp  
field, open land

caster  
town, especially a Roman walled town

cirice  
church

clif  

cliff

cnoll  
hill top

col  

usually charcoal, sometimes coal

copp  
top, summit

cot

cottage, hut

croft  
enclosed field

dell  

hollow, valley
delf (gedelf) 
digging, quarry

denu  
long open valley

dic  

dyke, ditch

dun  

whale-shaped hill

ea  

water, river

eg  

island, usually land (partly) surrounded by water

eorthburg
earthwork

earthe  
earth, soil

erth  
ploughed land
feld  

open country

ford  
ford

ful  

foul, dirty

funta  
spring

furh 

furrow, trench

furlang  
furrow long, furlong

gara  
gore, triangular plot of land

geard  
fence, enclosure, a yard

geat  
hole, opening, gap

graf  
grove, copse
haeme  
local inhabitants

haga  
hedge, enclosure, a property

halh  
nook, corner of land, sheltered place

halig  
holy

ham  
village, homestead

hamstede homestead

hamm  
water meadow, land within the bend of a river

heafodland  headland, the land at the end of strip in an open field for turning the plough

hecg  
hedge

hid  

hide - a measure of land, reckoned as 120 acres (c.50 ha).

The size varied depending on how easy the land was to plough. A hide was not so much a measure of area but a measure for tax purposes.

hoh  

heel, spur of land

holt  

wood

holm  
flood meadow

hrycg  
ridge

hyll  

hill

hyrst  
a prominent(ly) wooded hill

lane  
lane, narrow road

leage  
a forest clearing/ agricultural settlement in a wooded area

lytel  
little

maed  
meadow

(ge)maere  boundary

mere  
pool
mersc  
marsh

micel  
great
mor  
marshland

mylen  
mill

ofer  
river bank

pipe  
pipe, water conduit

pol  

pool (in a river)

port  
market town

portwaeg 
road leading to a (market) town

pytt  

pit, natural or excavated

ruh  

rough

saete  
dwellers, settlers

sand  
sand

sceaga  
shaw, small wood

scir  

shire; bright, shining

sol  

slough, muddy place

stan  
stone

staniht  
stony, rocky

stocc  
tree stump

tun  

enclosure, farm, farmstead, estate, village

waelle  
well, spring

wic

as the second element = dwelling, farm, (subsidiary) dairy farm/

when used as the first element usually refers to a Roman settlement

winterburna  winter stream

worth  
enclosure, farm

wudu  
wood, woodland
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These charters convey property rights, many of them to the church; it is the church’s efficient bureaucracy which accounts for their survival. Some 1600 Anglo-Saxon charters survive especially from Wessex and the west Midlands south of Birmingham; for areas further to the north and east their survival becomes more rare. The oldest charter dates from 660 AD but more often they are 9th-11th century. 840 charters also include perambulations of the estate in question and use natural features as landmarks. Rivers are very frequently used as indisputable and easily observed boundaries. Strangely the boundary stream or track itself is rarely specified or named, presumably because charters appear to ignore watercourses that define the border and list only those that cross it. This may be due to the fact that the boundary was so clearly marked on the ground and obvious to all, either by running water or by tracks, blazed trees, perhaps by ditch and low bank, and did not need to be defined.

It is often possible, particularly with reference to the earliest Ordnance Survey maps, to trace some of these boundaries even in urban areas. The charter itself is usually in Latin and written according to an accepted formula. The estate boundary perambulations, however, are usually written in Anglo-Saxon presumably by people actually walking round surveying the land for themselves. They are very important early survivals of placenames and of geographical and man-made features.

Below are the boundary clauses of the only surviving Birmingham charters at Cofton, Great Barr, Kings Norton and Yardley.

Anglo-Saxon Charters

          The Charter of Aston and Barr   957 AD
          The Cofton Lease   849 AD

          The Charter of Kings Norton   699 AD

          The Charter of Yardley   972 AD

GAZETTEER

The Charter of (Little) Aston and (Great) Barr

A grant of land from King ?Eadred to his minister, Wulfhelm 957 AD:

This syndon thara fif hida land gemaera aet Eastune aet Bearre; (Anglo-Saxon)

This is the boundary of five hides of land at (Little) Aston and at (Great) Barr:

A hide is reckoned at c50 hectares; Aston means Eastern Farm/ estate, though it is not known where it was east of; Barr is Ancient British for ‘hilltop’.

 1. Aerest on Straet Lea

First to Streetly;

B74 Streetly Streetly Lane/ Roman Road Streetly means ‘Roman road clearing’: ie. the Roman road through the west of Sutton Park northwards to Wall known as Icknield/ Ryknield Street.

 2. on thonae Micclan Dic aet Baerr;

to the great dyke at Barr;

Sutton Park was marked out as a royal hunting ground by dykes and ditches in medieval times and may have been so before the Norman Conquest: the site of this dyke is unknown.

 3. of thaere Micclan Dice on that Stan Gedelf;

from the Great Dyke to the Stone Quarry;
site unknown.

 4. of thone Stan Gedelf on thone Ealda Ad;
from the Stone Quarry to the Old Beacon;

WS9 Walsall Beacon Road Barr Beacon.

 5. of thone Ealden Ad that hit cymeth to Cynges Gemaere;

from the Old Beacon until it comes to the King’s Boundary;

The ancient boundary of Walsall in the WS5 Daisy Bank area, Skip Lane?

 6. and land cynges ge maero that hit cymeth to tham Fulan Sithre

along the King’s boundary until it comes to Foul Ditch;

?the stream running westwards to Walsall Arboretum.

 7. of thone Fulan Sithre on that Dic aet Tan Lea;

from Foul Ditch to the Dyke at Tanley;

Tanley menas ‘Coppice Clearing’, possibly willow trees for basket-making, therefore probably in wet ground; somewhere between Daisy Bank and WS9 Barr Common.

 8. & swa aefter Dice that in Bradan Burnan;
and so following the Dyke to the Broad Bourne;

The headwaters of Bourne Brook west of WS9 Bourne Vale.

 9. andlang Bradan Burnan in thaene Broc aet Reod Lege;

along the Broad Bourne to the Brook at Radley;

Radley means ‘Reed Clearing’; near B74/ WS14 Shenstone Woodend/ Watford Gap Smarts Avenue/ Birmingham Road.

 10. andlang Brocaes that hit cymed in thaene Ford;

along the Brook until it comes to the Ford;

WS14 Watford Gap Watford Gap Road?

 11. of tham Forda on tha straete;

from the ford to the Street;

B74 Blake Street.

 12. andlang straete that aest into strete lie.

along the Street (the Roman road) then again to Streetly.
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The Cofton Lease

A lease of land at Cofton Hackett, Rednal, Wast Hills and Hopwood by Bishop Ealhun of Worcester to King Berhtwulf in AD 849.

(Latin)

aliquam partem telluris nostri. Hoc est in Wearset Feld V menentium. Et on Coftune at thaem ham stalle V cassatorum. On Wreodan Hale V manentium. Et in alio loco in Weorset Hylle et in Hoppuda duorum manentium. Similiter in tertio loco III manentes. Id est nominatus Wit Lafes Feld.

Et hos terminos pertinent ad Coftune:

A certain part of our lands. This is in Wearset Felda 5 manentes. And at Cofton at the homestead 5 cassati. At Rednal 5 manentium. And in another place in Wast Hills and Hopwood 2 manentes. Similarly in a third place 3 manentes. It is called Witlaf’s Feld (ie. not field in the modern sense but open land).

And these boundaries belong to Cofton:

NOTE: Manentes and cassata are measures of land.

 1. (Anglo-Saxon) primum Tomsetna gemaere & Pencer setna foran Rehtes Gaet

in Waerburge Rode;
First the boundary of the Tomsetna and the Pencersetna at Reht’s gate (gate = gap in the hills) to Waerburg’s long clearing;

The Tomsetna and Pencersetna were Anglians who originally settled the Birmingham sandstone ridge from Staffordshire southwards along the valleys of the Trent and Tame; the Pencersetna lived south of the Tomsetna. This area (which includes modern Worcestershire) became part of the kingdom of the South Saxon Hwicce who came northwards along the Severn and Avon valleys. The boundary of the charter starts at B31 Cofton Common Redditch Road/ Longbridge Lane.

 2. deinde ad risc hylle bi thaem earthlande for weardum;

then to Rush Hill along the top of the ploughland;

Red Hill at B38 Redhill Road between Wasthills Road and Goodrest Lane.

 3. sic in Straet Mere;
so to the Street (ie. the Roman road) Pool;

Ryknield/ Iknield Street. The pool is near Goodrest Farm Goodrest Lane.

 4. tunc in Haethleage Sceagan thaer he thynnest is of Straet Mere;

then to Headley Heath Wood where it is narrowest from the Street Pool;

Headley Heath Lane/ Gay Hill Lane.

 5. deinde in Haethleage Waellan;
from there to Headley Heath Spring;

Bell Green Lane south of Vale Farm.

 6. sic in Midlestan Dene;

so to Middle Valley;

Middle Lane is nearby.

 7. tunc ufan in Blacan Mere;

then down to Black Pool;

At Blackgreves Farm south of Clewshaw Lane.

 8. deinde in Ceolferthes More;
from there to Ceolferth’s Marsh;

West of the River Cole from Wythall.

 9. thaet ymbe Ceolferthes Aecer utan thaet ufan in Colle

round the outside of Ceolferth’s Acre and down to the (River) Cole;

South of Ceolferth’s Marsh.

 10. suuae andlang streames in Withan Weorthing;
thus along the stream to Willows Enclosure ie. Wythall;

B47 Wythall was closer to the river at that time.

 11-12 The boundary continues further south here . . .

 13. ofer Mearthes Hrycg;
over Marten’s Ridge;

Probably B48 Weatheroak Hill near Icknield Street.

 14. The boundary heads west here . . .

 15. thaet ut with Hoppudes Wica;

so out towards Hopwood (dairy) Farm;

Birmingham Road/ Lea End Lane.

 16 - 30 This is a complicated boundary covering more than one parcel of land. This section is some miles away from Birmingham towards Alvechurch and is not given here . . .

 31. et thonne ut in Creodan Ac;
and then out to Creoda’s Oak; probably near the Lickey Hills at B45 Cofton Hackett/ Kendal End.

 32. sue in Tyes mere;
so to Tye’s (Tiw’s) Pool;

A pool on the ?River Arrow, Lickey Hills which was dedicated to Tiw, an Anglo-Saxon war god. Heathen dedications are quite rare.

 33. thaet thonan ut ofer thaet haeth in Babban Faelingae;

from there over the heath to Babba’s Clearing;

Cofton Hill and along the Lickey Range.

 34. sue to Wylheardes Trie ond land thaes Holan Weges;
so to Wylheard’s Tree along the Hollow-way;

At ?Rose Hill and along Groveley Lane.

 35. thonne up ofer thaet haeth with Cybles Weorthiges suthewearthes;

then out over the heath towards the south of Cybel’s Enclosure;

The Heath was Cofton Common/ West Heath. Cybel’s enclosure was near B31 Alvechurch Road/ Cofton Road.

 36. thaet thaer foran rehtes in tha Rode;
and so straight on to the Long Clearing;

Back to Number 1.

 37. thonan eft in Haethleage Wyllan;
then again to Headley Heath Spring;

See Number 5.
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The Kings Norton Charter
A grant of land by King Offa of Mercia to the Church at Worcester AD 699 signed by Offa himself and Bishop Ecgwine:

Latin

aliquam partem terrarum id est III cassatos in loci situatici ruris usitato nomine Hellerege. istis terminis cingitur:

A certain share of land that is 3 cassati in wooded country usually called Hellerelege (Tilers Wood). It is enclosed by these bounds:

NOTES

Cassati/ hides are measures of land of perhaps 20 hectares.

The name Hellerege is no longer found in the area.

 1. (Anglo-Saxon) aerest on Leontan thaet cume on Blacan Mere;

First from the (River) Leontan (either the Bourn or the River Rea) so that it (ie. the boundary) comes to the Black Pool;

The Bourn/ Rea confluence is at B30 Stirchley Cartland Road/ River Brook Drive. Blackpool Field is recorded in 1843 near Pershore Road/ Hazelwell Road.

 2. thonne thaet cume in tha Geapan Linde;

then it comes to the Spreading Lime Tree;

Possibly near B14 Lifford Allens Croft Road/ Brandwood Park Road.

 3. thonon thaet cume on Lindwyrthe;
then it comes to Lindworth (Lime Tree Farm);

Lindsworth Farm was at Brandwood End Lindsworth Road (east end) early 20th century.

 4. spa thaet cume on Ciondan;
thus it comes to the Ciondan (Chinn Brook);

Chinn Brook at B14 Druids Heath ?Bells Lane.

 5. of Ceondan thaet cume on Reodmore;

from Chinn Brook it comes to Reed Marsh;

Perhaps at B38 near Primrose Hill.

 6. thonon thaet cume on tha Greatan Ac;
then it comes to the Great Oak;

At B31 ?West Heath Recreation Ground north of Rednal Road.

 7. thonon thaet cume in tha Readan Sole;
then it comes to the Red Slough (ie. mire/ mud-hole);

At B31 Northfield ?Wychall Road/ Staple Lodge Road.

 8. thonne thaet cume on Caerspitt;
then it comes to the Cress-pit;

site unknown.

 9. spa thaet cume in Usan Mere;
then it comes to Usan Pol;

(usan is Ancient British Celtic for water, found in river names as ouse); B30 There is still a pool in Row Heath Park, Heath Road.

 10. of Usan Mere that cume eft in leontan
from Usan Pool it comes again to the Leontan (the Bourn or the Rea).
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The Yardley Charter
AD 972 King Edgar confirmed to Pershore Abbey the ownership of the Manor of Yardley.

(Anglo-Saxon) This sind tha land gemaera into Gyrd Lea

These are the bounds of Yardley

 1. Aerest of Gyrdlea on Coll;
First from Yardley (Field) to the (River) Cole;

Not Yardley village but the open strip fields between B33 Church Road/ Lane and the River Cole starting at Stechford Bridge/ Station Road following the Cole eastwards.

 2. Of Colle on Maer Dic;
from the Cole to Boundary Dyke;

The dyke may have run from B33 Wychbold Crescent (north end) along Heynesfield Road.

 3. Of Maer Dic on Blacan Mearcan;
from Boundary Dyke to Black border;

Meadway/ Lea Hall Road?

 4. Of Blacan Mearcan on thone Haeth Garan on Dagarding Weg;

from Black Border to Heath Gore (ie. triangular ploughland) to Dagard’s Folks’ Way;

The gore must be somewhere close. Dagarding Way is B26/ B33 Broadstone Road/ Pool Way; it continues as a footpath in Kents Moat Park. This is one of very few roads named from this early period and presumably led to the settlement of Dagarding’s people close by, though where this was is not known. The road here marked the boundary between the manors and parishes of Yardley and Sheldon. It was later known as Park Lane marking the edge of Sheldon West Hall’s deer park (Kents Moat).

 5. Of Dagarding Weg on Ac Wyllan;
from Dagarding Way to Oak-tree Spring;

B26 Welford Avenue.

 6. Of Ac Wyllan on Bradan Apoldre;
from Oak-tree Spring to the Broad Apple-tree;

Moat Lane/ Barrows Lane?

 7. Of Bradan Apoldre on Maeres Thorn;
from the Broad Apple-tree to the Thorn on the Baulk/ Boundary;

B26 Gilbertstone Avenue/ Coventry Road? A baulk is an earth ridge between ploughlands. These would be open strip fields.

 8. Of than Thorne on Smalan Broc;
from the Thorn-tree to Small Brook;

Between B25 Measham Grove and B92 Ringswood Road.

 9. Of Smalan Broc on Cinctunes Broc;
from Small Brook to Kington Brook;

From Westley Brook at B26 Gilbertstone Avenue (the ford was near the dip and bend in the road) following Kineton Green Brook on Robin Hood golf course running parallel to B27 Lincoln Road. Here the boundary does not follow the middle of Kineton Green Brook, but is set back by some 300 metres; this probably marked the line between the forest and the marshy land along the stream, suggesting an early claim to this valuable meadow land by the original founders of Kineton Green prior to the coming of the settlers at Yardley.

 10. Of Cinctunes Broc on Dyrnan Ford;
from Kington Brook to Hidden Ford;

Through Fox Hollies Park at B27 Gospel Lane. The ford’s name suggests that it was a safer crossing place through very boggy land, but known only to locals.

 11. Of Dyrnan Ford on Brom Halas;
from Hidden Ford to Broom Hollows;

Following Gospel Lane to Lakey Lane junction (Note: Broom Hall Crescent - see Broom Hall below). Broom grows on lighter drier soil.

 12. Of Brom Halas on Hwitan Leahe;
from Broom Hollows to White Clearing;

Following B28 Redstone Road to Solihull Lane, the south end of Robin Hood golf course, probably a natural clearing in the forest; but why white?
 13. Of Whitan Leahe on Leommannincg Weg;
from White Clearing to Leommann’s Folk’s Way;

Leommanning Way is now the Stratford Road; it is conjectured that Leomann’s Folk lived at B28 Stratford Road/ Highfield Road? or Stratford Road/ Solihull Lane?.

 14. Thonan on Colle;
then to the River Cole;

B28 south of Slade Lane following Shirley Brook east of the Cole and Yardley Wood Brook to the west.

 15. Of Colle on Meos Mor;
from the Cole to Moss Marsh;

B90 Solihull Lodge High Street, the area around Yardley Wood Brook was marshland.

 16. Of Meos Mor on Ciondan;
from Moss Marsh to Chinn (Brook);

Chinn Brook at B14 Warstock Lane - Cocks Moor Woods Golf Course

 17. Of Ciondan on Spel Broc;
from Chinn (Brook) to Spel Brook (possibly Coldbath Brook);

Following the course of Haunch Brook parallel to B13 Hollybank Road, Barn Lane to Institute Road/ Billesley Lane junction

 18. Thonan on Bullan Wyllan;
then to Bull’s Spring;

At Billesley Lane/ Blenheim Road then following Billesley Lane to Belle Walk/ Yardley Wood Road/ Stoney Lane. The spring is probably the source of Showell Green Brook (now mostly culverted) which runs alongside Sparkhill Park to the River Cole).

 19. Of Bullan Wyllan on tha Langan Aec;
from Bull’s Spring to the Tall Oak;

B12 Stoney Lane/ Walford Road

20. Of tha Langan Aec to Mundes Dene;
from the Tall Oak to Mund’s Valley;

B11 Walford Road/ Stratford Road following Spark Brook (now culverted).

 21. Of Mundes Dene on Colle;
from Mund’s Valley to the Cole;

B11 Greet Sparkbrook/ River Cole confluence north of Tyseley Industrial Estate Seeleys Road/ east end of Ackers Sports Centre

 22. Of Colle eft on Gyrd Leahe;
from the Cole again to Yardley Field.
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The climate gradually warmed up to c1000 AD and the early Medieval Warm Period  lasted for over two centuries. It was partly responsible for the expansion of the Vikings, in that areas once under ice such as Greenland and Iceland were now open to settlement. Even North America was accessible.. 

From the 790s AD small Viking armies began to make annual raids on Britain. After 870 the Viking Great Army was resident in England and during the summer months moved around the country at will. By the 870s England was divided along Watling Street (A5), north and east of which was the Danelaw, south and west of which was English Mercia and Wessex.

There is no known evidence of Vikings in Birmingham. However, on two occasions the Viking Great Army passed nearby, travelling from Shoeburyness, Essex to Buttington, Shropshire near Welshpool in 893 and from the River Lea north of London to Bridgnorth, Shropshire in 895. Their route may well have taken them along Watling Street, the modern A5 which passes near Tamworth, through Fazeley and close to Lichfield.

Typical Viking placename elements are:


by - village

thorpe - farm

thwaite - clearing

garth - enclosed land.

There are no Viking placenames very near to Birmingham. The closest are north and north-east of Tamworth eg. Thorpe Constantine, Appleby Magna, Appleby Parva; east of Coventry eg. Copston, Griff, Monks Kirkby, Thurlaston, Wibtoft; and Wawen in Wootton Wawen on the A34 to Stratford is derived from Vagn, a Viking personal name. However, travel north and east of the A5 Watling Street and Viking placenames abound.

BACK to Anglo-Saxon Placenames
Shires and Hundreds

After the death of King Alfred the Great 899 his son and daughter, King Edward the Elder and Aethelflaeda/ Ethelflaed, Lady of the Mercians began the reconquest of the Danelaw 918. Fortified boroughs in Anglo-Saxon lands were set up and as Danish towns were conquered these were fortified as outposts. Aethelflaeda made fortresses at Stafford, Tamworth and Warwick like that of King Alfred’s at Worcester; after her death 918 Edward consolidated the territorial units called shires around their fortress town to maintain them and to receive their protection. The Birmingham area was equidistant from these fortified boroughs and so on the boundaries of three shires, Warwickshire, Worcestershire and Staffordshire.

The shire system had originally been created by combining older units known as hundreds; these were nominally areas of land represented at regular meetings by 100 householders. Their boundaries were usually defined by rivers. Birmingham hundreds tended to be large as they were sparsely populated.

Came Hundred
later known as Halfshire Hundred was the northern part of Worcestershire and included Kings Norton, Moseley, Northfield.

Coleshill Hundred
later known as Hemlingford Hundred was the northern part of Warwickshire and included Aston, Birmingham, Bordesley, Castle Bromwich, Nechells, Saltley, Sutton.

Offlow Hundred
was the south-east part of Staffordshire and included Handsworth, Harborne, Perry Barr, Smethwick.

Pershore Hundred
in Worcestershire included the detached manor of Yardley which belonged to Beoley Abbey.

With minor adjustments over the years this system lasted until the beginning of the 20th century; the Victoria County Histories are largely set out by hundreds. The system of shires lasted until 1974 local government reorganisation.
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Key Points -

Evidence from the Domesday Book shows a thinly occupied area worth little for tax purposes. After the Conquest Norman lords of the manor took the place of most of the Anglo-Saxon ones though the number of Norman incomers must have been very small. The area was ruled from Dudley Castle. The status of the peasant population changed very little. Analysis of the Domesday Book 1086 suggest a polulation fo some 1¼ million.

The Norman Conquest

On 14 October 1066 William, Duke of Normandy defeated the Anglo-Saxon King Harold at the Battle of Hastings.

Before 1066 many Birmingham manors belonged to Earl Edwin, the Anglo-Saxon Lord of Mercia, and had Anglo-Saxon lords of the manor. When Vikings sailed up the River Humber to invade England in 1066 Edwin went to do battle; he was heavily defeated at the Battle of Fulford Bridge near York. King Harald II arrived next day and defeated the Viking army at the Battle of Stamford Bridge, and then immediately marched back to be himself defeated at the Battle of Hastings. Edwin was unable to go with him. Thus, when William punished those who had supported Harald, Edwin was not amongst them and so was allowed to keep his lands.

In 1068, however, Edwin revolted against William who then confiscated his holdings. William rewarded his followers at Hastings by giving them estates well spread out to prevent them becoming too powerful. Ansculf of Picquigny, however, acquired some 30 estates belonging to Edwin centred on his castle at Dudley. By 1086 these estates were owned by his son, William FitzAnsculf who owned altogether over 100 manors in 10 different counties of England.

Another great landowner was Thorkell/ Turchill of Warwick later surnamed Arden, was Anglo-Saxon. His father was descended from Vikings and had been sheriff of Warwick under King Edward. He had not risen against William and was one of only two Anglo-Saxons in Warwickshire who kept their lands after the Conquest.

Most Birmingham manors now had Norman lords. There were probably Norman manor houses at Aston, Birmingham, Castle Bromwich, Duddeston, Edgbaston, Erdington, Hamstead, Handsworth, Sheldon, Perry, Weoley Castle and Witton, some of which may have been of Anglo-Saxon origin.

Domesday manors in the Birmingham area were poor and sparsely populated. The manor of Birmingham itself was one of the poorest with only 50 inhabitants. Manors usually had more than one population centre, though these were tiny. Aston Manor, for instance included settlements at Bordesley, Deritend, Castle Bromwich, Duddeston, Haybarnes, Little Bromwich, Park Hall, Saltley, Ward End and Water Orton.

The Birmingham area had a population of about 1000 people; Warwickshire perhaps 24 000, the majority on the better agricultural land to the south. In 1086 20% of the Birmingham area was woodland, the Forest of Arden still covering much of Warwickshire north of Stratford-upon-Avon; 10% was ploughland, probably all open strip fields; the rest was a mixture of common grazing land, meadows, streams and waste.

The change of ownership must have made a considerable difference to people at the top, but for the majority of people the struggle to feed themselves from the land and to pay tax and labour to their lord continued in much the same way as it always had.

Imagine Norman Birmingham

The Domesday Book

William the Conqueror was in Gloucester for Christmas 1085 where he asked his Council for a plan to assess the kingdom’s wealth for taxation. Subsequently commissioners were chosen to travel round England taking details of who owned the land and how much it was worth. Early in 1086 the commissioners set off on their travels and on their return these records were collected and copied; the collection became known as the Domesday Book which is now held in the Public Records Office, London.

A small group of horsemen are riding along a track between great open strip fields. It’s a cold grey morning in the early spring of 1086 and the fields are full of men, women and children. There are teams of oxen ploughing; seagulls scream as they follow the plough looking for worms and insects. There are people walking up and down the long strips scattering corn seed from baskets; children run about shouting and waving to keep the birds from eating the precious seed. The workers stop a moment to watch the horsemen ride by. They know who they are and they know why they have come. But the day will not wait and the work of the farm must go on.

The horsemen are King William’s commissioners, four lords sent by the king to find who owns what throughout the whole of England. With them are monks to translate and a clerk write down the information.

This team has just come from the rich farmlands in the south of Warwickshire where they were well cared for by wealthy Norman lords. They have eaten well, they have been kept warm and slept in comfortable beds. But they have been travelling now through the Forest of Arden for days. The tiny villages are far apart, the people are poor and sometimes the house of the lord doesn’t seem much better than those of the peasants.

They ride into a small village where a group a village people stand waiting. There is no priest here to translate into Latin or French for them. With the monks able speak only a little Anglo-Saxon it’s going to be difficult again.

The commissioners get down from their horses and go into the dark hut of mud and thatch. Six villagers are waiting. Sitting on benches round a rough table the Commissioners begin to ask their questions. They speak Norman-French, a monk translates into poor Anglo-Saxon and the clerk writes the answers in Latin using a goose quill on sheepskin parchment:

Who is the Lord of the Manor here?

How many fields are there?

How much was this land worth?

And so on.

It all takes such a long time. But at last the job is finished. The monk sprinkles sand on the ink to dry it, rolls up the parchment and the team set off once more through the fields and into the forest.

NOTES  See also NOTES below.
All the teams brought their reports to Winchester where the King’s chief steward had them copied up in handwriting clear enough to be easily read to this day. William died in 1087 and was never able to make use of his book, but it continued to be used by kings for many years after, and is a unique record of Anglo-Saxon and Norman England for historians.

England was probably travelled in seven circuits. Leicestershire, Northamptonshire, Oxfordshire and Warwickshire were covered in one circuit; Cheshire, Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, Staffordshire and Worcestershire in another.

Here is subscribed the inquisition of lands as the barons of the King have made inquiry into them; that is to say by the oath of the sheriff of the shire, and of all the barons and their Frenchmen, and the whole hundred, the priests, reeves, and six villains of each manor; then, what the manor is called, who held it in the time of King Edward, who holds now; how many hides, how many ploughs in demesne, how many belonging to the men, how many villains, how many cottars, how many serfs, how many free-men, how many sokemen, how much woods, how much meadow, how many pastures, how many mills, how many fish-ponds, how much has been added or taken away, how much it was worth altogether at that time, and how much now, how much each free man or sokeman had or has. All this threefold, that is to say in the time of King Edward, and when King William gave it, and as it is now; and whether more can be had than is had. (Translated from Latin)
No commissioners’ names are known except those of the circuit which included Staffordshire and Worcestershire: Bishop Remegius of Lincoln, and three Norman barons, Henry Ferrers, Walter Giffard, Adam FitzHubert, the brother of the King’s steward, with two monks and a clerk.

It is unlikely that the commissioners visited every manor or village given the speed of the operation, but sat at county courts, main towns and hundred courts (a hundred was an Anglo-Saxon subdivision of a county). Perhaps the main landowners or their stewards came and gave details individually. The speed with which the survey was completed strongly suggests that Anglo-Saxon manorial documents provided the basis of the information. The truth of the entry had to be sworn to by the shire reeve (sheriff), by all the barons and their Frenchmen, by the priest and the reeve (chief manor official) and by a jury of six villagers.

Reports were written in Latin, much of it abbreviated, and compiled into the Domesday Book. The last section including the West Midlands appears to have been hastily written and was therefore probably the last to be copied up.

Despite there being plenty of room for error, the survey is nonetheless a substantially accurate analysis of some aspects of 11th-century England.

In 1179 a clerk of the Exchequer wrote: 'Just as the sentence of that strict and terrible Last Judgement cannot be evaded by any art or subterfuge, so, when a dispute arises in this realm concerning facts which are written down, and an appeal is made to the book itself, the evidence it gives cannot be set at nought or evaded with impunity'.
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See also The Domesday Book Entries
	Modern Name 
	Former

County
	Domesday Spelling
	Pre-1086 Holder

Pre-1086 Value
	Tenant in Chief
	Lord

of the Manor

1086 Value

s = shillings – 20s = £1

	Aston


	Warwickshire
	Estone


	Earl Edwin

£4
	William Fitz Ansculf
	Godmund

100s

	Bartley Green 
	Worcestershire
	Berchelai


	Wulfwin

Value included with Selly
	William Fitz Ansculf 
	Wibert

Value included with Selly

	Birmingham
	Warwickshire 
	Bermingeham


	Wulfwin

20s
	William Fitz Ansculf 
	Ricoard de Birmingham

20s

	Castle Bromwich
	Warwickshire 
	Bramewic 
	Brictwin

40s
	William Fitz Ansculf 
	Ralph

40s

	Edgbaston


	Warwickshire 
	Celboldestone 
	Aski & Alfwy

20s
	William Fitz Ansculf 
	Drogo

30s

	Erdington


	Warwickshire
	Hardintone 
	Earl Edwin

20s
	William Fitz Ansculf 
	Peter

30s

	Frankley


	Worcestershire 
	Franchelie 
	Wulfwin

40s
	William Fitz Ansculf 
	Baldwin

30s

	Great Barr

 
	Staffordshire 
	Barra 

	Waga 


5s
	William Fitz Ansculf 
	Robert

5s

	
	
	
	Drogo

5s
	
	Alfred

5s

	Handsworth 
	Staffordshire
	Honesworde 
	Alfward & Alwin

20s 
	William Fitz Ansculf 
	Drogo

20s

	
	
	Hunesworde
	
	
	Walter

£4

	Harborne 
	Staffordshire
	Horeborne 
	Bishop Chester

Value included with Lichfield
	
	Robert

Value included with Lichfield

	Kings Norton
	Worcestershire
	Nortune 
	Earl Edwin

Value included withBromsgrove
	The King 

	The King

Value included withBromsgrove

	Lindesworth


	Worcestershire 
	Lindeorde 
	Earl Edwin

Value included with Bromsgrove
	The King 
	The King

Value included withBromsgrove

	Mackadown (Sheldon) 
	Warwickshire
	Machitone 
	Almund

20s
	Earl Thorkell 
	Alnoth

40s

	Minworth


	Warwickshire
	Meneworde 
	Godric

5s
	Earl Thorkell 
	Godric

5s

	Moseley


	Worcestershire
	Muselie 
	Earl Edwin

Value included withBromsgrove
	The King 
	The King

Value included withBromsgrove

	Northfield 
	Worcestershire
	Nordfeld 
	Alfwold

£8
	William Fitz Ansculf
	?William Fitz Ansculf

30s

	Perry Barr 

	Staffordshire
	Pirio 
	Wivar/ Leofwara

10s
	William Fitz Ansculf 
	Drogo

10s

	Rednal


	Worcestershire
	Weredeshale 
	Earl Edwin

Value included withBromsgrove
	The King 
	The King

Value included withBromsgrove

	Selly Oak


	Worcestershire
	Escelie 
	Tumi & Aeleva

20s
	William Fitz Ansculf 
	Robert

15s

	
	
	
	Wulfwin

100s
	
	Wibert

60s

	Sutton Coldfield 

	Warwickshire
	Sutone 
	Earl Edwin

£4
	The King 
	The King

£4

	Wiggins Hill 



	Warwickshire
	Winchicelle


	Browning

5s
	Earl Thorkell 
	Browning

5s

	Wishaw 
	Warwickshire
	Witscaga 
	Ordric

30s
	William Fitz Corbicion 
	Ordric

10s

	Witton


	Warwickshire
	Wytone 
	Stanketel

10s
	William Fitz Ansculf 
	Stanketel

30s

	Yardley

 
	Worcestershire
	Gerlie 

	The Church ie. Pershore Abbey

Value included with Beoley
	Pershore Abbey
	Pershore Abbey
Value included with Beoley


NOTES  See also NOTES above.

See also The Domesday Book Entries below.
Domesday entries are manors or estates; they are not the names of villages. The arrangements of manors date from long before the Norman Conquest.

Bartley belonged to Selly.

Castle Bromwich was mistakenly included in the Northamptonshire entries.

Kings Norton, Lindsworth, Moseley and Rednal belonged to Bromsgrove;

Lindsworth is not a modern district name; it was centred on Brandwood End.

One of the Handsworth entries is (mistakenly?) recorded in Oxfordshire.

The value given of each manor is for tax purposes. The king required each tenant-in-chief to pay in service, kind or cash, and he levied tax from the lords of the manors, who in turn levied tax from their tenants.


s = shillings



20s = £1

Edwin was the Earl of Mercia. Wulfwin was the Shire Reeve (Sheriff) of Warwick. Thorkell/ Turchill of Warwick later surnamed Arden was the Earl of Warwick. William Fitz (son of) Ansculf was the Earl of Dudley.

Where two names are given for a manor eg. Tumi & Aeleva in Selly, it is likely that the manor was divided into 2 sub-manors.

Many proper nouns are incorrectly recorded. The survey was written up from Anglo-Saxon records and witnesses by French clerics in abbreviated Latin, and then copied up . Celboldstone was recorded incorrectly for Edgbaston; Egebaldestone is more likely deriving from Anglo-Saxon Ecgbeald’s tun = Ecgbeald’s farm.
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The Domesday Entries:

Contemporary Norman Evidence

(See the Phillimore translation of the Domesday Book in the Warwickshire, Worcestershire and Staffordshire volumes or the Domesday Book entries in the Victoria County History of Warwickshire, Worcestershire and Staffordshire volumes - see BIBLIOGRAPHY)

See also Domesday Manors above.

See also Domesday Glossary below.

NOTE Entries are listed alphabetically by their modern name and not by county as in the Domesday Book.

Aston Warwickshire

William son of Ansculf holds Aston from the King and Godmund holds it from him. There are 8 hides. Land for 20 ploughteams. In the demesne land for 6 ploughteams but the ploughteams are not there. 30 villeins with a priest & a slave. 12 bordars have 18 ploughteams. A mill worth 3 shillings. Woodland 3 leagues long & half a league wide. The value was 4 pounds, now 100 shillings. Earl Edwin held it (in the time of King Edward).

Bartley Green Worcestershire  See Selly Oak.

Birmingham Warwickshire

From William (FitzAnsculf) Richard holds 4 hides in Birmingham. Land for 6 ploughteams. In the demesne 1 hide. 5 villeins & 4 bordars with 2 ploughteams. Woodland half a league long & 2 furlongs. The value was and is 20 shillings. Wulfwin held it freely in the time of King Edward.

Castle Bromwich Warwickshire

Ralph holds 3 hides from William (FitzAnsculf). Land for 3 ploughteams. In the demesne 1 ploughteam. 10 villeins & 3 bordars have 3 ploughteams. Woodland 1 league long & half a league wide. The value was & is 40 shillings. Brictwin held it (in the time of King Edward).

Edgbaston Warwickshire

From William (FitzAnsculf) Drogo holds 2 hides in Edgbaston. Land for 4 ploughteams. In the demesne 1 and a half ploughteams. 3 villeins & 7 bordars with 5 ploughteams. Woodland 3 furlongs wide and half a league long. The value was 20 shillings, now 30 shillings. Aski & Alfwy held it freely (in the time of King Edward).

Erdington Warwickshire

From William (FitzAnsculf) Peter holds 3 hides in Erdington. Land for 6 ploughteams. In the demesne 1 ploughteam. 2 slaves. 9 villeins & 3 bordars with 4 ploughteams. A mill at 3 shillings. 5 acres of meadow. Woodland 1 league long and half wide but it is in the King’s Enclosure. The value was 20 shillings, now 30 shillings. Earl Edwin held it (in the time of King Edward).

Frankley Worcestershire

William (FitzAnsculf) holds Frankley and  in holds it from him. Wulfwin held it. 1 hide. In the demesne is 1 ploughteam. 9 bordars with 5 ploughteams & 2 slaves. Woodland 1 league long and ½ wide. In the time of King Edward the value was 40 shillings, now 30 shillings.

Great Barr Staffordshire

(Robert) holds from William (FitzAnsculf) 3 hides in Barr. Land for 3 ploughteams; none in the demesne & only 1 villein with 1 bordar. Woodland pasture 1 league long & 4 furlongs wide. The value was & is 5 shillings. Waga held it (in the time of King Edward).

Great Barr Staffordshire

(Drogo) holds from William (FitzAnsculf) 3 hides in Barr. Land for 3 ploughteams. In the demesne is 1 ploughteam. 2 villeins with 1 bordar have 1 ploughteam. 1 acre of meadow. Woodland 4 furlongs long & the same wide. The value was & is 5 shillings. Alfred held it with full rights to hold the manor court (in the time of King Edward).

Handsworth Staffordshire

Drogo holds from William (FitzAnsculf) 1 hide in Handsworth. Land for 2 ploughteams. In the demesne is 1 ploughteam. 6 villagers with 4 bordars have 2 ploughteams. A mill at 2 shillings & 2 acres of meadow. Woodlands half a league long & the same wide. The value was & is 20 shillings. Alfward & Alwin held it with full rights to hold the manor court (in the time of King Edward).

Harborne Staffordshire

The Bishop (of Chester) also holds Lichfield. These members belong to this manor . . . Harborne, land for 1 ploughteam, Robert holds it; Smethwick, land for 2 ploughteams; Tipton, land for 5 ploughteams, William holds it . . .

Kings Norton Worcestershire

King William holds in demesne Bromsgrove with 18 outlying manors (berewicks): Moseley, (Kings) Norton, ‘Lindsworth’, Wythall, Wythwood, Houndsfield, ‘Tessall’, Rednal, Lea (Green), ‘Comble’, Burcot, Ashborough, Tutnall, ‘Tynsall’, Rockbury, ‘Shurvenhill’, Woodcote (Green), Timberhanger. Between them all including the demesne 30 hides. This manor was held by Earl Edwin in the time of King Edward. In the demesne are 2 ploughteams. 20 villeins & a reeve & a beadle with a priest & 4 times 20, & 12 (= 92) bordars. Between them all they have 77 ploughteams. There are 9 slaves & 1 female slave. 3 mills at 13 shillings and 4 pence. Woodland 7 leagues long & 4 leagues wide. 4 hawks’ eyries. To this manor belong 13 salt-houses in (Droit)Wich & 3 salt-workers paying from these salt-houses 300 measures of salt. They were given in the time of King Edward 300 cartloads of timber by the keepers of the woodland. 6 lead vats (for salt-making).

Lindsworth Worcestershire  See Kings Norton.

Mackadown (Sheldon) Warwickshire

(From Thorkell) Alnoth holds Mackadown. There are 5 hides less 1 virgate. Land for 5 ploughteams. 10 villeins & 4 bordars with 3 ploughteams. 2 acres of meadow. Woodland 1 league long & half wide. The value was 20 shillings, now 40 shillings. Almund held it freely in the time of King Edward.

Minworth Warwickshire

(Godric from Thorkell) holds in Minworth 1 hide. Land for 1 ploughteam. There is 1 villein with half a ploughteam. 5 acres of meadow. Woodland half a league long and 3 furlongs wide. The value was & is 5 shillings. Godric held it freely in the time of King Edward.

Moseley Worcestershire  See Kings Norton.

Northfield Worcestershire

William (FitzAnsculf) holds Northfield. Alfwold held it. 6 hides. . . . In the demesne 1 ploughteam. A priest & 7 villeins & 16 bordars & 6 cottars with 13 ploughteams, 5 more ploughteams would be possible. 2 slaves & 1 female slave. Woodland half a league long & 3 furlongs wide. In the time of King Edward it was worth 8 pounds, now 30 shillings.

Perry Barr Staffordshire

Drogo holds from William (FitzAnsculf) 3 hides in Perry. Land for 3 ploughteams. In demesne 1 ploughteam. 4 villeins & 3 bordars. A mill there at 4 pence & 1 acre meadow. Woodland pasture 5 furlongs wide & 2 furlongs wide. The value was & is 10 shillings. Wivar held it with full rights to hold the manor court (in the time of King Edward).

Rednal Worcestershire  See Kings Norton.

Selly Oak Worcestershire

William (FitzAnsculf) holds Selly. Tumi & Aeleva held it as 2 manors. Robert holds it from William. 1 hide. In the demesne 1 ploughteam. 3 villeins & 2 bordars & 2 ploughmen & with 2 ploughteams. Woodland 1 league. In the time of King Edward the value was 20 shillings, now 15 shillings.

Selly Oak Worcestershire

William son of Ansculf holds Selly from the King and Wibert holds it from him. Wulfwin held it. There belongs to it one outlying manor, Bartley (Green). In total 4 hides. . . . In the demesne half a ploughteam. 2 villeins & 9 bordars with 4 ploughteams. A wood 1 league long. In the time of King Edward the value was 100 shillings, now 60 shillings.

Sutton Coldfield Warwickshire

King William holds Sutton. Earl Edwin held it. There are 8 hides & 1 virgate of land. Land for 22 ploughteams. In the demesne 1 ploughteam. 2 slaves & 20 villeins & 4 bordars with 7 ploughteams. 10 acres of meadow. Woodland 2 leagues long & 1 wide, when exploited worth 30 shillings. The value of the whole manor was & is 4 pounds.

Wiggins Hill Warwickshire

Browning holds (from Thorkell) 3 virgates of land in Wiggins Hill. Land for 1 ploughteam. This is in the demesne. 8 acres of meadow. Woodland 2 furlongs long & the same wide. The value was and is 5 shillings. He also held it freely (in the time of King Edward).

Wishaw Warwickshire

From William Ordric holds 2 hides in Wishaw. Land for 2 ploughteams. 3 villeins with a priest & 4 bordars. Woodland 3 furlongs long & 1 wide. The value was 30 shillings, now 10 shillings. Ordric also held it freely (in the time of King Edward).

Witton Warwickshire

From William (FitzAnsculf) Stanketel holds 1 hide in Witton. Land for 4 ploughteams. In the demesne 1 ploughteam. 2 slaves. 1 villein & 2 bordars with 2 ploughteams. The value was 10 shillings, now 20 shillings. Stanketel also held it freely (in the time of King Edward).

Yardley Worcestershire

The Church itself holds Beoley with one member, Yardley, 21 hides both open land & woodland. In the demesne 1 ploughteam. 8 villeins & 10 bordars & 1 radman with 9 ploughteams. Woodland 6 leagues long & 3 leagues wide which pays 40 pence. The value was 8 pounds; now 100 shillings.

Forward to GLOSSARY
DOMESDAY GLOSSARY

Populations can only be estimated: the numbers of the various classes of people are those of heads of household and should be multiplied by a factor of perhaps 5.

bordar  smallholders had a house and a small amount of land rented from the lord, though not enough to be self-sufficient. They subsisted by working on the land of others. However, craftsmen such as coopers, smiths and wheelwrights were also counted as bordars.

cottar  cottagers, little better than slaves, had a house and tiny amount of land paid for by labour service on the lord’s demesne.

berewick  a subsidiary or outlying manor/ sub-manor.

demesne  the tenancy of the whole manor belonged to the lord of the manor (eg. Peter of Erdington) under the tenant-in-chief (eg. William FitzAnsculf) from the King. The lord of the manor then rented land to lesser tenants. The demesne, however, was the lord’s own land farmed by labour owed to him as rent by his tenants. In Anglo-Saxon times the lord's land would consist of strips scattered amongst those of his tenants; in Norman times the demesne was more likely to be enclosed farmland around the home farm of the manor.

freeman  paid rent but owed no labour service to the lord of the manor.

hide  reckoned as 120 acres (c50 hectares); a virgate is half a hide. The size seems to have been variable depending on how easy the land was to plough. The hide was not so much a measure of area but a measure for tax purposes.

meadow  reckoned in acres (1 acre = c2.4 ha), pastures for grazing cattle usually along rivers.

ploughteam  reckoned as 8 oxen with a plough. The term is actually a unit of measurement denoting the amount of land that could be ploughed in a year. This varied according to the nature of the land. (Oxen were very gradually replaced by horses from the Middle Ages to the early 20th century.)

radman  a ‘rider’ who paid rent as service on horseback, a knightly fee; probably served as the reeve of the lord of the manor.

slave  serf, personal property of the lord.

villein  villagers, peasants who rented a virgate of land or more from the lord of the manor and paid in kind and/ or labour service. They generally farmed enough land to be self-sufficient.

virgate  see hide.

woodland  measured in leagues and furlongs; a league was 12 furlongs ie. 1 and a half miles (c.2.5 km), a furlong 220 yards (c200m). Woodland was generally not wildwood but a valuable commodity which was exploited through coppicing or pollarding as well as being used as pasture. In the Forest of Arden a greater amount of unexploited woodland may still have been in evidence.

HOME
HOME to NORMAN CONTENTS
Forward to GLOSSARY
GAZETTEER

Norman Archaeological Finds
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(BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B36 Castle Bromwich Chelmsley Collector Road/ M6
 The earthworks of Castle Bromwich Castle (popularly Pimple Hill) lie just east of M6 Junction 5 between the motorway and the Chelmsley Collector Road. It is unique in the Birmingham area. This early 12th-century motte and bailey castle was built by forced local labour possibly on an existing defended site to guard the important crossing of the River Tame where the M6 motorway now crosses the Chester Road. It would have been built on the orders of Ansculf of Picquigny or of his son, William FitzAnsculf, lords of Dudley and carried out by the lord of the manor of Castle Bromwich. The motte would have been topped by a square wooden castle perhaps 3 storeys high would have had a palisaded lower bailey (courtyard) between the motte and Castle Bromwich church to the south. This was probably more of a watchtower than a house. It is likely that the lord of the manor had his residence nearby, possibly on the site of the present Castle Bromwich Hall where evidence of medieval dwellings has been found; or on a site now destroyed by the Chelmsley Collector Road A452 constructed 1970 where evidence of a Tudor timber-framed building was found. The fortified wooden castle was never rebuilt in stone and is unlikely to have lasted long; once stability was established and the local population submitted to Norman rule the lords of Dudley would not have wanted another castle as a potential power base in one of their own manors.
Sandstone foundations of a later Tudor building were found in the bailey, probably the later manor house which replaced the wooden castle in the 13th century. A new manor house, Castle Bromwich Hall, was built south of the church (B36 Birmingham Road/ Old Chester Road) (possibly on the site of the demesne farm) by Sir Edward Devereux in the mid-16th century and remodelled to its present neo-classical appearance by Sir John Bridgeman at the end of the 17th century and his son, Sir John in 1719.
The house is used now as offices and the restored formal gardens are managed by a trust and regularly open to the public. BSMR

Castle Bromwich deserted village - On the east side of the Chester Road (now a dead end) which led down the hill from Castle Bromwich Church is the site of an early medieval village which stretched alongside the road to the Tame ford. Most of the site has been destroyed by road building. BSMR


@ @ @   B29 Weoley Castle Alwold Road
 Weoley Castle is almost certainly an Anglo-Saxon site on which a wooden building was constructed during the 12th century. This Norman manor house of Northfield burnt down and was replaced a number of times until it fell into ruin in the 17th century. Walls and foundations as seen date from 1264 when Sir Roger de Somery was given royal licence to crenellate his manor house which had six towers, fortified walls and a deep moat. The site has been extensively though not completely excavated and is now a City Museum. Scheduled Ancient Monument. BSMR
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(For watermills and windmills of other periods see Mills in the main A-Z Index.)
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FORWARD to Post-Medieval Watermills
All work had to be done by the strength of people and animals until water power was harnessed in Anglo-Saxon times. The investment of time and labour was such that only the lord of the manor could afford to build a watermill; his tenants then had to pay to grind their corn at the manorial mill.

Early millwheels worked directly from the river while later mills were built further away from the river to avoid the risk of flooding and were supplied by mill leats. Later, to ensure a more even supply of water, mill pools were built which served a dual purpose as fishponds. All early mills were used only to grind corn. It is reckoned that half the manors in England had a watermill at the time of the Domesday survey in 1086. The reason that they were recorded in the Domesday Book is because they were a taxable resource. What is not known is whether the mills recorded were existing Anglo-Saxon mills, or mills newly built by the incoming Norman lord.

The following mills must have been rebuilt a number of times during their long existence.

GAZETTEER

Watermills in the Domesday Book 1086 or earlier

(For water- and windmills of other periods see Mills in the main A-Z Index. For a longer introduction to watermills see Medieval Watermills.)

 (BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B6 Witton/ Aston Tame Road/ Electric Avenue
 Aston Mill (River Tame) was a corn mill from at least Domesday until c1860. It was owned by Birmingham Waterworks Company from 1833 until 1860 when it was replaced with a water pumping station c1880. The course of the river here has been changed considerably in the late 19th and 20th century. BSMR


@ @ @   B20 Hamstead Beauchamp Avenue/ Hamstead Hall Avenue
 Hamstead Mill (River Tame) was certainly the Handsworth Mill recorded in the Domesday Book. By the 18th century there was also a blast furnace here, Hamstead Forge, which closed by the end of the century. The mill stood south of the river and was still operated as a two-wheel corn mill driving 4 pairs of millstones by Frank Andrews until 1920, the buildings remaining intact until 1960 when they were demolished. No visible trace survives. The mill is shown on Ordnance Survey 25 inch map Sheets 29 & 31 1884. BSMR


@ @ @   B24 Bromford Jarvis Way/ Tyburn Road
 Bromford Mill (River Tame) is the Erdington Mill mentioned in Domesday. It was a corn mill until c1600 when it became Bromford Forge, the last in the area to be converted from corn to iron production. In the early 19th century it was a paper mill but by 1850 was wire drawing and steel rolling until c1928. The site was still used for steel production until the late 20th century. A drawing exists of the mill 1808 and it is shown on Ordnance Survey 25 inch map Sheet 40 c1880 BSMR


@ @ @   B36 Castle Bromwich/ Bromford/ Firs Newport Road/ Chester Road/ Berrandale Road
 Castle Bromwich Mill (River Tame) is mentioned in Domesday. The mill is mentioned in deeds from 13th-18th century and is shown on the 1st Edition Ordnance Survey map. It is known to have been worked from c1820-c1870 as a corn mill by Zachariah Twamley (Photos in Green 1984 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY). It ceased operating in the early 20th century. The river has been canalised here under the M6 motorway and no visible traces survive. BSMR
Millbrick House B36 Castle Bromwich Rectory Lane was built as their own residence by Birmingham architects J J Bateman and son C E Bateman 1897 using the bricks of the old mill. Grade II


@ @ @   B42 Perry Barr Regina Drive
 Perry Mill (River Tame) is the corn mill listed in Domesday and stood at Perry Hall Playing Fields. It is probably the mill used as an iron bloomery from 1538 using charcoal from Perry Woods, and was rebuilt 1549. It was out of use by 1887 and demolished by the 1890s. Ordnance Survey 25 inch map 1884 Sheet 32. BSMR


@ @ @   B72 Sutton Town Centre Mill Street/ Lower Parade
 Sutton Mill (Plantsbrook/ East Brook/ Ebrook) is reputed to have been the manorial mill since the time of King Athelstan (r.924-939) and was certainly there in 1298. During the early 15th century five millpools lay between the church and the manor house (Manor Road), the dam serving as a roadway, present Mill Street. The pool outlet flowed through an arch under the dam to the mill on the east side of Mill Street. The dam was breached in 1668 causing serious flooding in the town; the mill was ruined and never rebuilt and the pool was subsequently drained. When the 1826 Lichfield turnpike road (Parade/ Birmingham Road) was constructed across the dam, the level of the dam across the valley was raised. The roadway at the top of Sutton Parade still suggests the raised dam (See BIBLIOGRAPHY Baxter 1994 for photograph of c1870). BSMR
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Churches with Visible Norman Remains
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Norman remains are rare in Birmingham. Original Norman building was subsequently built in to new building or replaced. It is likely that the chancel of Birmingham’s ancient parish churches was the site of the original Norman church. It is possible though unproven and probably unprovable that some of these replaced earlier Anglo-Saxon buildings.

@ @ @   B31 Northfield Rectory Road/ Old Church Hill
 St Laurence (Lawrence) - A priest is mentioned in Northfield at Domesday. Evidence of the Norman building is a round-arched doorway with a dog-tooth pattern c1170 reset into the north wall 1900. BSMR


@ @ @   B36 Castle Bromwich Old Chester Road
 St Mary & St Margaret see VCH Warks 4
The private chapel of Castle Bromwich Hall, a chapel-of-ease of Aston church, is first recorded in documentary evidence 1175 (BIBLIOGRAPHY Chattock 1884). Evidence of the original sandstone Norman chapel, now encased in the brick chancel, can be seen in Beighton’s drawing (Dugdale 1730) and is believed to be visible at the external base of the chancel of the present building; an opening wooden panel concealing the aumbry on the north wall of the sanctuary reveals a portion of wall made entirely of sandstone blocks. Architect Charles Bateman (TBWAS 19) describes having seen the wooden panelling removed to reveal part of the stone wall with some evidence of painted plasterwork.


@ @ @   B38 Kings Norton The Green/ Back Lane
 St Nicholas - Two round-headed windows reset in the 13th-century chancel are evidence of the Norman building. BSMR


@ @ @   B72 Sutton Coldfield Town Centre Coleshill Street
 Holy Trinity, Sutton Parish Church
The font is Norman and flower-pot shape.
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NOTE

The period from the end of the Roman Empire to the Norman Invasion is often now called the Early Middle Ages. The Middle Ages proper is usually taken as the period from the Norman Conquest 1066 until the Dissolution of the Monasteries in the 1530s.

Key Points

The medieval village of Birmingham was developed by its Norman lords into a successful market town. The area’s agricultural trade became concentrated on the town and this encouraged the development of agriculture-related industries. At the beginning of this period settlements were scattered and villages were tiny if indeed they yet existed. As time went on the area developed with a mixture of individual farmsteads typical of a wooded area with room for expansion and open strip fields which were worked in common. Documentary evidence exists for a large number of farms and watermills many of which continued until the 19th century.

After a period warmer than the present c1000-1250, the climate grew considerably cooler from 1250-1500; it is known as the Medieval Cool Period. The subsequent period, 1500-1850 is known as the Little Ice Age. The population of England increased from c1 500 000 in 1086 to as much as c6 000 000 by 1300. A run of bad harvests from 1312 and torrential rains led to the Great Famine of 1315-1317, followed by the Black Death from 1348. The population did not recover to its highest medieval level until c1750. Large areas of cultivated land reverted to nature during this time. 

Medieval Birmingham - A New Town

HOME
HOME to MEDIEVAL CONTENTS
Very little documentary evidence survives of medieval Birmingham. Not a single document is known to have survived between the 1086 Domesday Book and the 1166 Market Charter. All the manorial court rolls and the accounts of the manorial bailiffs have been lost. It is left to conjecture how it was Birmingham, rather than any one of a number of similar small villages, that developed into a prosperous market town with the beginnings of industry (The classic description is to be found in Holt 1985 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY.)

Some surviving medieval records give clues:

1166 Birmingham Market Charter

Contemporary Medieval Documentary Evidence

FORWARD to Birmingham Tudor Market
FORWARD to Victorian markets
The lord of the manor, Peter de Birmingham bought from King Henry II the right to hold a market every Thursday at his ‘castle’. It may well be that a Sunday market already took place outside St Martin’s Church and that Peter was capitalising on this. Only outsiders had to pay tolls; Birmingham townspeople did not. Merchants and traders were thus encouraged to live in Birmingham town and so pay rent to the lord at a rate many times the agricultural rent. All over England medieval lords set up markets, but Peter’s was the earliest market charter in Warwickshire or on the Birmingham plateau. Many markets eventually failed and their villages never grew into towns, Sutton Coldfield and Coleshill are examples; however, many were successful and remain so to this day.

The original Birmingham charters are held in the Public Records Office, London.

It seems likely that the king was keen to grant market charters at this time to help finance the marriage of his daughter.

(See BIBLIOGRAPHY TBWAS 38)

Henry (II), King of England and Duke of Normandy and Aquitaine and Duke of Anjou to Archbishops, Bishops, Earls, Barons, Justices, Sheriffs, Ministers and all his faithful French and English of all England, Greetings.

Know that I have given and granted to Peter FitzWilliam the Sewer of Dudesley ((ie. steward of the Lord of Dudley) in fee and inheritance and to his heirs that he may have a market on Thursdays at his Castle of Burmingeham with thol (tolls) and theam, and soc and sac and infangenethel (ie. feudal rights as lord of the manor) and with all liberties and free customs.

Wherefore I will and firmly command that the same Peter and his heirs shall have a market at the aforesaid castle freely and quietly and honourably on the day aforesaid.

Gervase Pagnell (Lord of Dudley and tenant-in-chief over Peter de Birmingham) granted this same to him in my presence.

Witnesses: William Malet the Sewer, John the Marshall, William de Beauchamp, Geoffrey de Ver, Hugh de Perreres, Walter de Dunstanvill. At Fekiha (Feckenham?)

(translated from Latin)

NOTE

Peter’s ‘castle’ was not a castle as such, but the moated manor house on the site of the present Wholesale Market, Moat Lane Digbeth.

1189 Confirmation of the Market Charter

Contemporary Medieval Documentary Evidence

The market charter was confirmed by Richard I for Peter’s son William now at his town, not at his castle, of Birmingham. The king was raising funds to finance an imminent crusade to the Holy Land.

It is likely that Peter or William had now laid Birmingham out as a new town with building plots for rent, and that New Street dates from this time. This was probably the first time that there was a ‘proper’ village round a village green, the Bull Ring, where the market took place. It has long been assumed that Birmingham’s centre always was the Bull Ring; however, Birmingham may have been an area of scattered farmsteads with no centre as such, or it may have had a concentrated settlement with a manor house and church in some other place as yet unknown - somewhere beyond the top end of New Street perhaps?

 (See BIBLIOGRAPHY TBWAS vol 38)

Richard by the Grace of God King of England, Duke of Normandy and Aquitaine and Count of Anjou

to Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, Earls, Barons, Justices, Sheriffs, Ministers and all his faithful French and English Greetings.

Know that we have granted by our present Charter and confirmed to William FitzPeter in fee and inheritance to him and his heirs that he may have a Market on Thursdays at his Town of Burmingeham with thol and theam and sac and soc and infangenethel and with all liberties and free customs.

Wherefore I will and firmly command that the same William FitzPeter and his heirs shall have a market at this aforesaid Town freely and quietly and honourably on the day aforesaid. Gervase Pagnell granted the same to his father and his heirs in the presence of our father as his Charter testifies.

Witnesses: Hugh Bishop of Durham, John the King’s Brother, William de Longchamp elect of Ely and Chancellor. 2nd December at Canterbury.

(translated from Latin)

NOTE

Although signed and sealed at Canterbury it is likely that the charter was agreed when Richard I visited Birmingham at the end of November 1189.
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From Anglo-Saxon Village to Medieval Market Town

The Evidence
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1226 Cash Rents

Although the farmland of the manor of Birmingham was not particularly good, tenants in all manors owed their lord labour service ie. farmwork on the lord’s land. As people moved to Birmingham for the market trade, some tenants grew rich enough to pay cash for the lord to employ labour rather than use their own labour or arrange for labourers to carry out their dues. The town increasingly became less of a farming village and more dependent on its market trade and associated industries. In 1226 amongst individuals paying cash instead of doing the hay-making were merchants, weavers, a tailor and a smith.


Birmingham was well behind Coventry in woollen cloth production. Coventry market handled 95% of Warwickshire cloth. Birmingham, although second in turnover, handled only 1.5%. However, cloth making and selling was important to the town. Other trades also centred on the market, making and selling agricultural equipment of wood or iron, or processing agricultural products, and leather goods.

Fairs

These were very important occasions both commercially and socially; they drew large numbers of people from the local area as well as from further afield and enabled commerce to be conducted between merchants.

1250 - Henry III granted William de Bermingham the right to hold a 4-day fair starting on the eve of the Feast of the Ascension (Ascension Day is 40 days after Easter).
1251 - Permission was also given to hold a 2-day fair beginning on the eve of the Feast of St John the Baptist, 24 June. The dates were found to be too close together and by 1752 the fairs had been moved to Michaelmas, 29 September when half-yearly rents were due, and Whit Tuesday, 7 weeks after Easter, or two weeks after Whitsun (Pentecost) if Easter was early.

1250 St Martin-in-the-Bull Ring

Lords of the manor, the de Birminghams and other rich local people rebuilt and extended the parish church of St Martin-in-the-Bull Ring in keeping with its place at the centre of a thriving market town. Nothing remains of this early church except a little stonework and the tombs of some of the medieval lords of Birmingham: Sir William de Bermingham c1325 the five diagonal lozenges of whose shield form part of the city’s arms, Sir Fulk de Bermingham c1350 and Sir John de Bermingham c1380.

1250 Town and Foreign

The oldest document relating to Birmingham held by Birmingham Reference Library (BRL 120822) records the conveyance of land in the foreign of Birmingham from Robert, son of John Philip of Birmingham to John Stodleye, burgess of Birmingham. The foreign was the agricultural part of the manor outside the borough, outside the specified area reserved for housing and trade. A burgess was one who paid rent in the borough and had certain privileges, primarily those of not paying market tolls and freedom from labour obligations to the lord of the manor. Town rents were generally 30-40 times more expensive than agricultural rents; thus a thriving market town was very profitable for a manorial lord. This is further evidence of Birmingham’s status as a town and no longer a village.

1275 Two Members of Parliament

The borough of Birmingham was important enough to send two burgesses to Parliament 1275.

1285 The Priory of St Thomas

The Augustinian Priory Hospital of St Thomas the Apostle was a monastery endowed by wealthy Birmingham merchants. It had extensive lands in Birmingham, Aston and Saltley whose rents helped pay for the care of the poor and the sick. This priory along with thousands of others was dissolved by Henry VIII 1536. The priory buildings were demolished and the lands sold off. B4 The Minories is the site of the Priory buildings, Old Square on the site of the Priory Close and Corporation Street built over the graveyard. When the Old Square houses were built 1696 the cellars were said to show evidence of the Priory foundations. Birmingham’s first historian, William Hutton rescued a fragment of moulded masonry now in Birmingham Museum. Street names Upper Priory and Lower Priory have survived as Priory Queensway to the present. The western side of the priory estate was the ‘prior’s coneygre’ ie. rabbit warren. Rabbits were introduced by the Normans from the Mediterranean in the 1100s. At that time they were only half-hardy and mounds of soft earth had to be dug to allow them to make burrows. Their meat and fur were luxury items. By the 1300s there were many warrens and rabbits were an established species providing a ready and cheaply maintained supply of meat throughout the year. The warren would be in the area around the Town Hall and Central Library. Colmore Row/ Steelhouse Lane was known as Prior’s Conyngre Lane until the 19th century.

1308 Birmingham Pieces

The Order of the Knights Templar was a Christian military order whose international power and wealth threatened especially the interests of the French King; he had the Pope persecute and ban the Order 1312. After the order was banned, the Master was imprisoned in London and had brought from his wardrobe certain property amongst which was mentioned ‘pecie de Birmingham,’ ie. Birmingham pieces; these were 22 items worth 98 shillings. A gold clasp (not from Birmingham) is listed worth 5 shillings. It is not known what the pieces were; they were obviously valuable and small enough to be taken easily into prison. They may have been gold or silver eating or drinking vessels or jewellery. The important point is that the term ‘Birmingham pieces’ is not explained and so must have been well known to people in London: Birmingham may have been famous at this time for precious metalworking or jewellery.

1313 The Great Fire of Birmingham

Fires in the timber-framed houses in medieval towns were not uncommon. The larger the town, the closer the houses and the greater the danger of a major fire spreading. Some historians use the fact of a ‘great fire’ as evidence that a settlement had developed from a village into a town.

In 1313 Thomas de Turkebi claimed in a Halesowen court case that all his documents had been burned ‘ad magnam combustionem ville de Birmingham’, ie. in the great fire of the town of Birmingham. The evidence was accepted without question. Obviously Birmingham was a town of some size and the Great Fire of Birmingham clearly a well known event.
(See BIBLIOGRAPHY TBWAS vol 88)

1327 Tax Returns

In the year that Sir William de Birmingham was summoned to Parliament, the Lay Subsidy Rolls, a tax on movable goods, show that Birmingham had become the 3rd biggest town in Warwickshire, well behind Coventry, but now overtaking the county town of Warwick.
(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Lay Subsidy Rolls)

1380 St John the Baptist Deritend

Deritend on the other side of the River Rea was part of Birmingham manor but part of Aston parish. Because Deritenders had to travel several miles to their own parish church at Aston they were granted the right to their own chapel 1380, and the right to elect their own priest and manage their own affairs 1382.
St John the Baptist stood on Deritend High Street/ Chapel House Street; it was rebuilt 1735, out of use by 1939 and demolished 1947. The Bull Ring Trading Estate stands on the site.
The Guild of St John the Baptist built a guildhall c1450 which included a priest’s house and school for Guild members’ children. This is undoubtedly the Old Crown, although a building on this site is said to date from 1368.

1392 The Guild of the Holy Cross

The Guild of the Holy Cross was founded by wealthy merchants who set up almshouses for the poor, paid for the town midwife and for two priests at St Martin’s, maintained a chiming clock at the Guild Hall in New Street (a little uphill from the Rotunda), and were responsible for the upkeep of some roads in the town. Most importantly for the town’s economy they maintained the River Rea bridges at Deritend which provided access to the market from the south and from the east via the road from Kings Norton, the Alcester road, Stratford road, Warwick road, Coventry road and the road from Sheldon. Wealthier townspeople were now beginning to take over some of the responsibilities of the absentee lord of the manor and govern themselves.
As a religious guild it was abolished by Henry VIII 1547 and the Guild Hall became King Edward VI Grammar School. A Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque marks the spot.
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A Successful Market Town

@ @ @   B5 City Centre Bull Ring south of High Street/ New Street junction

 The Market Cross stood just north of St Martin’s Church and was considered the centre of Birmingham. The Old Cross was a small square 2-storey building built over the medieval market cross 1703; the ground floor was open through archways and the room upstairs perhaps 6 metres square was used for public meetings; it had a clock built in dormer style in the roof and was topped with an octagonal turret with a weathervane. Demolished 1784. The site of the Market Cross is is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque. 

From a small farming village similar to many others nearby Birmingham grew within a hundred years into a thriving market town which attracted merchants, craftsmen, manufacturers and many local immigrants. Surviving records of nearby markets show the sort of trading carried out. Vegetables and corn, sheep and cattle were sold, as well as coal, salt, millstones and various metals. People could buy a wide range of goods, some from abroad: aniseed, almonds, basketry, iron goods, liquorice, oranges, pomegranates, pottery, prunes, silk, spices, tinware, white paper, white soap and wine.


Birmingham merchants traded regularly with London and with the ports of Kings Lynn and Bristol; they sold cloth made from local wool fulled, dyed and woven locally, as well as locally produced leather and leather goods and small metal goods.


Important factors in Birmingham’s developing importance were the early market charter, the lax controls associated with absentee landlords, the nearness of the town to iron and coalfields and the adaptability of the workforce to work with a variety of small products requiring a high level of skill. In spite of some difficult times in the Middle Ages some west Midland towns including Birmingham grew larger and richer during the Middle Ages.

Medieval Roads

Being near two main roads must have helped the town develop a successful market.

An important road ran from London to Chester. Near Birmingham it ran from Coventry (similar to the A45 as far as Stonebridge), through Coleshill and on to Lichfield (similar to the modern A446 from Stonebridge northwards).

Another main road ran from Bristol to Doncaster (much of it the route of the Roman Saltway) passing through Bromsgrove, Northfield, Birmingham, Sutton Coldfield and Lichfield following the Birmingham sandstone ridge (roughly the modern A38). This is shown on Gough’s map c1330.


Other medieval roads had only local significance: roads east of the Rea crossing led to Coventry, Alcester, Stratford and Warwick; west of the Rea to Wolverhampton, Dudley and Halesowen. Their descendants are easily traced on modern maps.

A Medieval Map

Birmingham first appeared on John Gough’s map of Great Britain c1360.

Medieval Royal Visits

Royal Visit 1237
King Henry III travelled from Lichfield to Worcester stopping at Birmingham.


Royal Visit 1486
King Henry VII travelled from Nottingham (modern A453) to stay at Birmingham, then on to Worcester (A38).
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Sutton Coldfield Market

1300 Guy de Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick bought a charter from Edward I for a Tuesday market and for a fair on Holy Trinity Eve and the three days following. (Trinity Monday is the week following Pentecost/ Whitsun.) The market was held outside Holy Trinity Church.

1353 Thomas de Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick had the original charter renewed by Edward III and bought the right to another fair on the Eve and Day of St Martin, the latter being 11 November.
After the death at the Battle of Barnet 1471 of Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick known as the Kingmaker, all his manors including Sutton reverted to the Crown. Sutton was subsequently neglected and the market and fair soon abandoned. They were revived in Tudor times by Bishop Vesey in the first half of the 16th century.

How to Spell Birmingham
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(See BIBLIOGRAPHY William Hamper 1880)

1086    Birmingeha

1189    Brumingeham

1200    Brimingham

1214    Birminggeham

1221    Burmingeham

1227    Birmingham

1227    Byrmyngham

1235    Burmingham

1245    Bermincham

1247    Bermigham

1248    Bermingham

1256    Bremingeham

1260    Burmincham

1262    Burmigham

1262    Burmungeham

1285    Bernigeham

1282    Byrmychiham

1292    Birmyngham

1292    Burmegham

1297    Burmynchham

1297    Bermygham

1317    Burmicham

1320    Birmyncham

1320    Byrmincham

1326    Bermyncham

1330    Birmincham

1332    Burmyncham

1354    Burmincheham

1337    Brimygham

1377    Brymygham

1387    Burmyngham

1398    Bremyngeham


1402    Brymecham

1421    Birmyncham

1421    Birmicham

1424    Brymmyngham

1438    Burmyngeham

1440    Byrmyncham

1457    Byrmycham

1460    Brymygeham

1469    Brymycham

1476    Birmyngeham

1486    Brimyncham

1489    Birmycham

1500    Brymyngham

1504    Bromechham

1506    Brymyscham

1514    Brymingham

1519    Brymmncham

1520    Bormycham

1520    Brymyngiam

1522    Bremygiam

1529    Bremycham

1535    Bermegam

1535    Brymmyngeham

1537    Bremmycham

1537    Brymedgham

1538    Bromycheham

1548    Bremyngham

1549    Brymyncham

1550    Burmycheham

1553    Brimincham

1573    Breemejam

1576    Bromwicham

1586    Bryngham

1590    Brymicham

1591    Bromecham

1591    Brymigham


1603    Bermicham

1603    Bromicham

1650    Bromegem

1675    Bromwichham

1679    Bromwicham

1686    Brymmyngiam

The variety of spellings indicates that the pronunciation Brummagem had equal status with Birmingham until relatively modern times.
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GAZETTEER

Medieval Archaeological Finds
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 (BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record) 

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Horsefair
 14th-century German stoneware pot BSMR


@ @ @   B5 Digbeth Bordesley Street
 Medieval leather shoe found 1955; Birmingham Museum. BSMR


@ @ @   B5 Digbeth Moat Lane (opposite Allison Street)
 A 13th-century gold ring with diagonal fluted decoration was found by a workman c1890 during excavations for Smithfield Meat Market. It was sold for a sovereign to a jeweller in High Street Bordesley and for £25 in the late 1940s by the jeweller’s daughter. Present whereabouts unknown. BSMR


@ @ @   B33 Tile Cross Downton Crescent
 Henry V silver groat found while building a house extension 1979


@ @ @   B36 Castle Bromwich Chestnut Drive
 Very corroded iron arrowhead pre-13th-century found 1981. Birmingham Museum


@ @ @   Castle Bromwich St Mary & St Margaret’s School Southfield Avenue
 Henry V silver penny minted in York after 1464 found 1973. Birmingham Museum


@ @ @   B6 Aston Park Lane/ Rocky Lane/ Aston Road North
 A medieval cross stood here until 1854 when its remnants were transferred to Aston churchyard and a clock tower built in its place. The medieval pinfold for stray farm animals was at the south-east corner of the junction.


@ @ @   B33 Tile Cross Gressel Lane/ Tile Cross Road/ East Meadway/ Cooks Lane
 A medieval cross stood here until at least the 18th century.

@ @ @   B36 Castle Bromwich Chester Road/Whateley Green

This was the site of the medieval pinfold.
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Medieval Agriculture in the Birmingham Area
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FORWARD to Tudor Agriculture
FORWARD to Georgian Agriculture
In the Middle Ages there were many small villages in the Birmingham area with two, three or more communal open strip fields; there were single farms away from main settlements; and there were small communities scratching a living on wasteland often typified by the name ‘green’. However, there was also much woodland and waste. Woodland could be a valuable manorial resource but many lords also encouraged enterprising settlers to clear land and build farms, which they often moated, and so pay rent. From 1086 to 1300 the population of England trebled and more and more land was used for arable farming.

Transmitted by rat fleas, the Black Death is believed to have come to England via the port of Melcombe/ Weymouth in July 1348; it broke out in the Midlands 1349. The Black Death subsequently killed over half the population; further outbreaks occurred several times in following decades. This was not the only cause of suffering in the Middle Ages: during the 14th and 15th centuries worsening climate with wetter summers led to disastrous harvests and diseases both animal and human which caused famine, illness and death.

More Birmingham farmers already kept more cattle or sheep than grew crops probably because Birmingham clay is difficult to plough. A shrunken population needed less arable farming, besides which less labour was available. Farmers increasingly kept animals because they need less labour than arable crops and returned a higher financial yield.

Birmingham is part of the northern Warwickshire grass and woodland area, an area in the Middle Ages which had many small and scattered settlements, but few nucleated villages of any size. By the end of the 15th century the Birmingham countryside had many types of farming: communal open strip fields centred on small villages, small closes with hedges or fences, large pasture ranches for cattle or sheep and a large number of single farms of every shape and size.

Medieval Open Fields - Ridge and Furrow

The open field system developed before the Norman Conquest probably during the 10th century. Village land was pooled, presumably at the instigation of the Anglo-Saxon manorial lord, and redistributed so that everyone had a number of strips in each large field; this ensured that everyone had a share of good and bad land. Some of the oldest Birmingham settlements were centred on open-field systems.

Open field systems traditionally had three great fields divided into furlong strips. The plough was turned on the outside of the strip to raise the level for drainage and to delineate it from neighbouring strips. The width of strips was different in different places at different times. Village families rented from the lord of the manor a strip or more in each field. Rent was paid in labour or kind, and later in cash.

A traditional crop rotation was peas or beans one year, the next year wheat, barley, rye or oats, the third year the field was fallow ie. left to rest with grazing animals manuring the land. Each family also shared the common meadow, the waste and the woodland and probably had a small croft (vegetable garden) by their cottage to grow crops for themselves.

In counties south and east of Birmingham, Leicestershire for example, where arable was replaced by pasture and has so remained, fields of ridge and furrow can be clearly seen in grassed fields especially when the sun is low.

Because there was more forest around Birmingham than most places there were fewer open fields. However, open fields were found round all the old village centres, Acocks Green, Aston, Castle Bromwich, Erdington, Greet, Witton, Ward End, Yardley, for example. Some survived, in Saltley for instance, into the second half of the 19th century.

Because open fields were near village centres they were soon built over when the villages began to develop in Victorian times. Ridge and furrow is a surface feature only; it leaves no trace after development and cannot be distinguished archaeologically. However, some examples of ridge and furrow can be found in Birmingham parks. It is difficult to guess the age of Birmingham ridge and furrow. However in the Middle Ages ploughing was usually carried out using an 8-oxen team. The use of such a large plough-team required it to begin to turn long before it reached the end of the field,ytpically producing a reversed-S plan to the ridge-and-furrow. Smaller plough-teams were used in the post-medieval period, therefore the ridges were straight. The distance between ridges of more than 5m suggests a medieval date, while less than 5 m is likely to be post-medieval. 
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Surviving Traces of Medieval Ridge and Furrow in Birmingham
(BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B1/ B3/ B16 City Centre
 The open fields of Birmingham manor lay north-west of the town probably between Ladywood Middleway and Monument Road, Icknield Street and Great Hampton Street (formerly Ferney Fields). They were enclosed very early, probably before 1300.


@ @ @   B2 City Centre Needless Alley (off New Street)
 Needless Alley is an elongated reverse S. This was very likely a fordrough (farm track) between medieval fields, the reverse S caused by the way the plough-team swung round near the end of the field to make the turn. It is a common medieval field feature.


@ @ @   B13 Moor Green/ Moseley Shutlock Lane
 Ridge and furrow visible in Highbury Park near Moor Green Lane, between the stream and the railway


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Grove Park
 Ridge and furrow visible


@ @ @   B24 Pype Hayes/ Erdington Chester Road/ Eachelhurst Road
 Ridge and furrow south of Pype Hayes Hall in Pype Hayes Park BSMR


@ @ @   B26 Sheldon Church Road/ Ragley Drive
 Ridge and furrow visible north of the wall of St Giles churchyard, almost certainly medieval and probably part of Greatock (ie. great oak) Field. BSMR


@ @ @   B28 Billesley Cole Valley Road
 Ridge and furrow visible on the Dingles between the two entrances from Cole Valley Road


@ @ @   B30 Kings Norton Pershore Road South
 Ridge and furrow visible in Kings Norton Park east of the road and south of River Rea


@ @ @   B30 Kings Norton Wharf Road
 Ridge and furrow visible in Kings Norton Playing Fields BSMR


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Staplehall Road/ Middlemore Road
 2 examples of ridge and furrow visible on the Recreation Ground near the River Rea BSMR


@ @ @   B33 Yardley Church Road/ Queens Road
 Medieval ridge and furrow visible behind St Edburgha’s Church close to Rents Moat.


@ @ @   B33 Yardley Richmond Road/ Blakesley Road/ Stuarts Road
 Medieval ridge and furrow visible on the Recreation Ground


@ @ @   B33/ B37 Sheldon/ Marston Green Sheldon Country Park access from Elmdon Lane, Marston Green
 Ridge and furrow visible at the end of the runway of Birmingham International Airport, probably medieval


@ @ @   B36 Castle Bromwich Hall Road
 Land here was laid out as the chestnut avenue of Castle Bromwich Hall in the early 18th century; can traces of ridge and furrow be just made out in the right light? Probably not.

@ @ @   B74 Sutton Park Monmouth Drive
 Ridge and furrow visible at Longmore Enclosure which was established 1754 with a bank topped by hawthorn; it was an arable field. BSMR


@ @ @   B75 Little Sutton/ Sutton Coldfield Moor Hall Drive
 Ridge and furrow visible east of Moor Hall on Moor Hall Golf Course BSMR

@ @ @   B75 Whitehouse Common Sutton Coldfield Withy Hill Road  
 Ridge and furrow visible north of Barn Farm on the south side of Withy Hill Road east of the junction with Lindridge Road. Also off Lindridge Road south of Barn Farm. And north-west of the junction of Lindridge Road and Springfield Road.

@ @ @   B75 Falcon Lodge Springfield Road
 Two examples of ridge and furrow at the southern end of Springfield Road, one north and one south of Springfield Farm.

@ @ @   B76 Fox Hollies Sutton Coldfield Fox Hollies Road/ Webster Way
 Extensive ridge and furrow east of the roads junction stretching as far as the A38.

@ @ @   B76 Over Green Sutton Coldfield Curdworth Lane/ Wiggins Hill Road
 Ridge and furrow west of Pool Hall Farm.
@ @ @   B76 Hurst Green Sutton Coldfield 

 Ridge and furrow visible on the green at Hurst Green village.

@ @ @   B76 Walmley Ash/ Hurst Green Sutton Coldfield Peddimore Lane
 Extensive ridge and furrow west and east of Peddimore Hall.
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Medieval Open Fields
Some of the following open fields are conjectural but they are based on early maps, tithe maps, enclosure awards and early OS maps available at Birmingham Reference Library. Their names were not constant.

 (See BIBLIOGRAPHY references to Skipp for Yardley and Sheldon and John Morris Jones for everywhere else)

@ @ @   B6 Aston
 The fields of Aston manor, Church Parke, Crosse Field and Farther Field were on the Birmingham sandstone ridge west of Aston Hall. Lozells Wood was common waste.


@ @ @   B8 Saltley
 Saltley open fields lay north of Saltley Hall north of Ash Road and around the Highfield Road area.


@ @ @   B8 Ward End
 Little Bromwich/ Ward End open fields lay south of Ward End Hall from Wash Brook in Ward End Park as far east as Bromford Lane and perhaps as far south as Alum Rock Road. Ward End Park was laid out on Slade Field.


@ @ @   B9 Bordesley (Aston manor)
 Open fields were south and east of Jenkins Street and north of the Coventry Road in the St Andrews area. Callowfields lay between Garrison Lane and Coventry Road as far as Green Lane; Garrison Lane Recreation Ground 1908 is on the site. A 3-course system is known from 1338.


@ @ @   B11 Sparkhill/ Greet (Yardley manor)
 Open fields lay south of the Warwick Road up to the River Cole and west of the Stratford Road. Heyne (High) Field between Stoney Lane, Showell Green Lane and Stratford Road; Gravel Field between Stratford Road Warwick Road and River Cole; Berry Field east of Warwick Road and north of the Cole.


@ @ @   B13 Moseley (Kings Norton manor)
 Open fields lay between Alcester Road and Church Road but were enclosed early.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston
 Church Field and Moreish Field north of Edgbaston Hall may have been open fields but were enclosed early.

@ @ @   B20 Handsworth
 The locations of Handsworth’s fields are uncertain but likely to have been west of the old manor house site near St Mary’s Church at Heathfield (Road) and Birchfield (Road).

@ @ @   B25/ B33 Yardley/ Stechford
 Yardley Fields ie. Stichford and Church Field were open fields west of Yardley village to the River Cole and north to Flaxley Road.


@ @ @   B26 Sheldon/ B33 Tile Cross
 The earliest open fields were in the north of Sheldon manor at Mackadown: Elder Field to the west of Mackadown Lane, Rye-Eddish to the east between Mackadown Lane and Tile Cross Road and Riddings Field east of Tile Cross Road. Later open fields near St Giles Church were Sheldon Field east of Sheaf Lane and south of Westley Brook and north of the Coventry Road, Greatock Field adjoining it and east of Hatchford Brook, and Hatchford Field east of Hatchford Brook and north of the Coventry Road - now a golf course. Open fields associated with Sheldon West Hall were Cockshutt Field around Sheldon Heath Road north end and Ashole Field around Sheldon Heath Road south end. By the end of the Middle Ages Sheldon had some dozen open fields.


@ @ @   B27 Acocks Green (Yardley manor), medieval name Tenchley
 The first open field of Tenchley, Heyne Field ie. high field (later Stock Field) lay between Arden Road, Stockfield Road, Mansfield Road and Wynford Road. The second, Over (upper) Heyne Field (later Acocks Green Field) lay to the east of this, and the most recent one, Nether (lower) Heyne Field. The two fields were on either side of the ancient ridgeway that followed the line of Broad Road, Flint Green Road, Rookwood Road, the alley from Alexander Road to Douglas Road, Dalston Road and Wynford Road, and Yardley Road. Yardley Road probably began as the eastern perimeter track of Nether Field, and became the route between Acocks Green and Tenchley. Nether Field stretched between the line of the ridgeway above, the Warwick Canal, Westley Brook, and Sherbourne Road/ Oxford Road. Later Stockfield and Acocks Green Field, the former between Stockfield Road and Yardley Road, the latter east of Yardley Road.

@ @ @   B33 Lea Village (Yardley manor) known in the Middle Ages as Lea
 Lea Fields lay roughly between East Meadway and Kitts Green Road, Longefield documented 1356 lay east of Lea Village, Honehull documented 1335 lay west of the same road, Atmunchull also 1356 lay west of that in the Crossfield Road area. Bloomfields lay east of Lea Ford Road.


@ @ @   B36 Castle Bromwich
 Open fields lay to the west, south and east of Castle Bromwich Hall; collectively they were known as the Town Fields. Between Coleshill Road, Chester Road, Old Croft Lane, Heathway and Buckland End Lane at Far Buckland Field and Middle Field and Hernfield or Heron Field which lay east of Castle Bromwich Green. These are shown on Hitchcock's 1802 map of Castle Bromwich (Staffordshire County Record Office). They probably did not survive long after that date.


@ @ @   B76 Wiggins Hill 

The first reference to open fields is in 1418 when 'land at the common fields at Wiggins Hill' is mentioned. Wiggins Hill open fields appear on Sherriff’s 1791 map which shows three large fields called Church Field, Wigginshill Field and Greaves Field. The scattered ownership of the selions in Wiggins Hill open fields is preserved on maps as late as 1825. Also at: 

@ @ @   B46 Curdworth
@ @ @   B76 Minworth 

@ @ @   B76 Walmley
@ @ @   B76 Wishaw 

The precise locations are unknown of open fields in the manors of Birmingham, Erdington, Harborne, Kings Norton, Northfield, Perry Barr, Sutton Coldfield and Witton but are likely to have been be close to the old village or manor house.
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GAZETTEER Medieval Moated Sites with Buildings
GAZETTEER Medieval Moated Sites with Visible Remains
GAZETTEER Medieval Moated Sites with No Visible Remains
(See BIBLIOGRAPHY TBWAS 80 & 88)

Moated sites are not uncommon throughout England, but they are especially common in the west Midlands where there was undeveloped forest for freeholders of some means to set up home and farm. Typically they would be substantial farms built on reclaimed waste or in woodland areas; 12th-century examples are rare and are usually circular, 13th and 14th-century more typical especially from 1250 until the Black Death 1348. Moats were often dug on only three sides of the building, so they were obviously not dug for protection, though some buildings may have had a castle-like appearance. Digging a moat took much time and work; although a moat offered some protection against attack, was a safe place to keep livestock away from predators, and had practical use as a fishpond (especially important in winter when no other fresh meat was available), it was in reality a demonstration of independence, wealth and status.

The size and importance of buildings on moated sites varied enormously: some were small farms less than 10 hectares, some were at the centre of large farming estates, others became important manor houses. Some are found two or three quite close together suggesting family connections. The original house building was no different from that on an unmoated site, timber-framed infilled with wattle-and-daub possibly on stone footings. Where the house has not been rebuilt over the centuries it will have rotted away leaving little or no visible trace, though there could be archaeological remains.

Farming was continuous on many sites until the 19th or 20th century. No buildings survive in their medieval form although rebuilt or remodelled houses still exist on or near moated sites. A number have buildings still in use, including some east of Sutton which continue as farms.

The moats themselves have usually silted up and become overgrown, sometimes used as rubbish dumps or deliberately filled. Many were built over with houses in the 20th century. Evidence of such sites derives from 19th century maps which show the moat or associated fieldname. However, it is possible still to make out traces of some moats now dry, and a few can be seen clearly.

Moated sites were the exception and not the rule. Whatever their size these were the homes of people of varying degrees of wealth. The majority of the population did not live on moated sites but in small 1-2 roomed, timber-framed, thatch-roofed, mud-walled huts of which no discernible evidence survives.

Two excellent moated sites can be visited near Birmingham with surviving timbered halls: one is the National Trust property of Lower Brockhampton Hall 2 miles east of Bromyard, Herefordshire; the other is West Bromwich Manor House B71 Hall Green Road (off Walsall Road A4031). Both show how moated sites may have looked in their prime.
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Medieval Moated Sites with Buildings
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NOTE

All the following moated sites are recorded on the BSMR, the Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record.

@ @ @   B8 Alum Rock Alum Rock Road/ Moat House Road
 Little Bromwich Hall was the manor house of Little Bromwich, later known as Alum Rock. It is a probable moated site known as the Moat House by 1911, though no visible trace of a moat survives. By the 18th century it had become a farmhouse. It is built of red brick with three bays and round-arched windows and a typical Birmingham pedimented doorway with tuscan columns. It became an Anglican convent in 1911 and is now known as The Convent of the Incarnation/ St John’s House. Part of the 18th-century building survives though most of the neo-Georgian buildings as seen date from the 20th century. The small chapel by Cecil Hare dates from 1912 and there is a small cemetery for the nuns to the rear. The original part is Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B11 Hay Mills/ Tyseley Redfern Road/ Hay Hall Road
 Hay Hall, a moated medieval site near the confluence of Sparkbrook and the River Cole was a sub-manor house probably built by Robert de la Hay c1300. The hall came into the Este family 1423 when Marion, last of the de la Hays married Thomas Este, governor of Kenilworth Castle. The 15th-century hall was made into an H-shape in Tudor times and the front (originally the rear) rebuilt in Georgian neo-classical style after a fire c1810. It was restored 1948 and put to its present use as offices for Reynolds Tubes in an area now built up with factories. It houses a small museum of finds including a piece of stained glass with initials A E, thought to be those of Anne Est who married Edward Gibbons 1538. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B14 Druids Heath Bells Lane
 The earliest reference to the de Belne family is found in the grant of the manor of Blackgrave to William de Belne by King Henry III. Bells Lane took its name from the family and Bells Farm took its name from the lane. Bells Farm is a timber-framed farmhouse first recorded 1586 and rebuilt 1685 on a moated site; the moat had three arms, each 100m long. The moat was largely filled in 1970s and can now barely be discerned. The windows and doorway were altered in the 18th century; the building was restored in the late 1980s. It is Grade II* Listed and now a community centre open to public use.


@ @ @   B14 Brandwood End/ Kings Heath Monyhull Hall Road/ Withington Covert
 Monyhull Hall manor house may well have been a medieval moated site. The present hall, built in the 16th century, rebuilt 1750 in neo-classical style with three storeys, became a City Mental Hospital 1905 and, much altered with many additions, survives in its Georgian form. The main building is Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Edgbaston Park Road/ Church Road
 Edgbaston Hall medieval manor house was built within a moat near the church which was actually the hall’s chapel; no trace of the moat survives. The moated hall was replaced by a 15th-century timber-framed building south of the original site by the Middlemores, lords of the manor from the 1400s to the 1700s. 

During the Civil War the hall was commandeered from the Roman Catholic royalist Middlemores and used as headquarters and barracks by the parliamentarian Colonel Tinker Fox. The timber-framed building was burned in anti-papist riots 1688 on the accession of William & Mary. After the Middlemores sold up the hall was completely rebuilt in neo-classical style 1718 by Sir Richard Gough of Perry Hall (See BIBLIOGRAPHY Dugdale 1730). After the Gough-Calthorpes moved south the hall was let to various wealthy Birmingham people: William Withering, discoverer of digitalis lived here 1786-1791; it was last occupied by Birmingham’s first Lord Mayor, Sir James Smith. 


The central block which faces south-west is the 1718 rebuilding, two and a half storeys in red brick, projecting porch with tuscan columns. Sir Charles Barry made alterations 1852, the north-east wing is a later addition. Inside the staircase and panelling date from 1718. The park was landscaped by Lancelot Capability Brown for lord of the manor, Sir Henry Gough c1776. 

This early Georgian hall is Grade II Listed and is now the clubhouse of Edgbaston Golf Club, the hall’s park being the golf course from 1936. Part of the park is a Site of Special Scientific Interest; the hall and properties in Church Road form part of Edgbaston Conservation Area. The hall and park are Grade II Listed in the English Heritage Register of Parks and Gardens of Historic Interest.


(Edgbaston Golf Club started life on a 9-hole course at Lightwoods Park 1896, moving to Ridgacre Road, Harborne 1910, and to Edgbaston Hall 1936.

@ @ @   B26 Lyndon Green Manor House Lane/ Barrows Lane
 Lyndon Manor survived in a derelict state until c1970 when it was demolished.


@ @ @   B30 Bournville Maple Road/ Sycamore Road
 Selly Manor (Bournbrook Hall) stood originally at B29 Selly Park/ Bournbrook Bournbrook Road/ Rookery Road where there is no visible sign of a moat. It was a moated 14th-century half-timbered manor house (now the west wing) and ruinous by 1426 when it was rebuilt by lord of the manor, Thomas Jouette. The house was rebuilt/ extended in the late 15th century; subsequently the house was subdivided into three dwellings resulting in many alterations. A large brick chimneystack was added c1600. 

By 1906 it was derelict and bought by George Cadbury, dismantled 1907 and re-erected 1912-1916 on Bournville Green using as much of the original material as possible; inside is an interesting spiral staircase. It is a Grade II Listed public museum belonging to the Bournville Village Trust and well worth visiting.


@ @ @   B33 Tile Cross Gressel Lane
 The present Sheldon Hall, now a pub and restaurant from the late 1990s, is an early 16th-century timber-framed manor house rebuilt by Sir Edward Digby of Coleshill Hall for his son. It has red and black brick wings added c1600. It is a typical Warwickshire manor house rebuilt on the site of its 12th-century predecessor and partly on its moat. The medieval building replaced the original Anglo-Saxon manor house which probably stood on the site of Mackadown Farm (demolished after 1950) at the corner of Mackadown Lane and Tile Cross Road. There is an arched stone entrance to the porch and c1600 brick chimney stacks; inside the timber-framed partition has survived as have 16th-century fireplaces and early 16th-century moulded beams. Sheldon Hall was known as (Sheldon) East Hall; Kents Moat was the West Hall. Some of the silted-up moat survives. Medieval pottery has been excavated on the site. This Tudor/ Stuart hall is a Grade II* Listed.


@ @ @   B75 Four Oaks/ Ley Hill/ Little Sutton Sutton Coldfield 29 Moor Hall Drive
 Old Moor Hall also known as Old Moor Hall Farm, Old Farm, Moor Hall Farm or the Moat House is not to be confused with nearby Moor Hall built by Bishop Vesey and since demolished and rebuilt. Old Moor Hall is recorded 1434 owned by Roger Harewell and is traditionally Bishop Vesey’s birthplace 1462?. This sandstone building has surviving 14th-century roof timbers, lancet windows of c1520, circular staircase and timber floor, though no timber framing survived the 1527 and early 20th-century rebuilding. On each floor are two rooms with a central chimney between. Traces of a moat in the garden can barely be seen by a practised eye. Grade II* Listed.

John Harman, whose yeoman father died when he was 8 years old, was brought up by his uncle Vesey; he was a friend of King Henry VIII, tutor to Mary Tudor and became bishop of Exeter, thereafter being known as Vesey. When he retired to Sutton he tried to revitalise its declining economy by introducing kersey (coarse woollen cloth) weaving and built 51 stone ‘Vesey’ houses for weavers, paved Sutton town centre and built bridges at Curdworth and Water Orton. He built Moor Hall as his own residence where he had 150 servants in scarlet livery; he died 1554 and rests in Holy Trinity Church Sutton Coldfield.


@ @ @   B75 Reddicap Heath/ Sutton Coldfield Ox Leys Road
 Langley Hall moat belongs to Langley Castle/ Langley Hall, a manor house built before 1300, licensed for fortification 1327, rebuilt c1680, demolished 1817 by its owner Sir Robert Peel. The hall’s Georgian stable block, 11 bays with a central arch, survives now as Langley Hall; the stables were designed by Sir William White the architect c1685 who lived at Langley Castle; the building was derelict c1980 and developed as 12 houses from 1987. The present Victorian brick farmhouse is west of the moat. Two sections of moat survive in poor condition, one still water-filled. Langley Hall is Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B75 Walmley/ Reddicap Heath/ Sutton Coldfield Walmley Road/ New Hall Drive
 A moat filled by internal springs with sides 12m long surrounds New Hall, a house originally dating to c1200 and believed to be the oldest inhabited completely moated house in England; the south range and part of the west range are of medieval stone. The original house was in the hands of the Earls of Warwick in the 13th century, rebuilt as New Hall by Sir John de Lizours 1341 and in the possession of King Henry VII 1487. It was extended by Bishop Vesey’s brother-in-law, Thomas Gibbons 1542, the north range in red sandstone with its banqueting room forming a courtyard with the south and west ranges. 

Most of the building as seen is 16th- and 17th-century; there is an interesting staircase of c1640. New Hall was much altered 1796 when the south and west towers were added; altered again 1870 especially the west front by the Chadwick family to its present form. New Hall was a boys’ boarding school 1885-1905, bought by Walter Wilkinson of New Hall Mill and was last privately occupied from 1923 by Alfred Owen. It became a hotel from 1988; extension of 50 bedrooms in sympathetic style 1992. New Hall is Grade I Listed, the chapel, coach house and gardener’s cottage Grade II.


@ @ @   B76 Walmley Ash/ Hurst Green Sutton Coldfield Peddimore Lane
 Peddimore Hall is a 17th-century hall built 1660-1671 by William Wilson for William Wood, the Warden of Sutton Corporation on a 13th-century site surrounded by a double rectangular moat whose remains can be seen. The timber-framed barn dates from 1385. A public footpath passes this Grade II Listed building and Scheduled Ancient Monument.

Originally owned by the Arden family it was allegedly visited by William Shakespeare whose cousins the Ardens were, hence mention of Sutton Coldfield by Falstaff in ‘Henry VI Part 1’ Act 4 Scene 2: 
Henry’s friend Sir John Falstaff is on the road near Coventry raising an army to support the king against rebel barons:

Bardolph, get thee before to Coventry; fill me a bottle of sack; our soldiers shall march through; we’ll to Sutton-Cophill tonight.


@ @ @   B76 Wishaw/ Over Green/ Sutton Coldfield Grove Lane/ Bulls Lane
 Hermitage Farm moat may have been three sides only, two are clearly visible but now dry, one is water-filled and has been enlarged as a cattle pond. A 19th-century farm stands on the site of the original medieval building.


@ @ @   B76 Over Green Sutton Coldfield Curdworth Lane/ Wiggins Hill Road
 An L-shaped pond and pool at Pool Hall Farm remain of the medieval moat. Documentary evidence dates Pool Hall to 1581 though it is of medieval origin.
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All the following moated sites are recorded on the BSMR, the Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record.

@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Bristol Road/ Sir Harrys Road/ Priory Road
 Two L-shaped ponds fed by underwater springs at Priory Tennis Club are the remains of Hill Farm moat 45m x 40m.


@ @ @   B26 Yardley/ Garretts Green Sheldon Heath Road/ Kents Moat/ The Hays
 Kents Moat is most unusual in Birmingham in that it has remained complete and still retains a substantial depth. Although it is now dry, has some trees and bushes growing in it and 20th-century housing in the middle the size and shape of a medieval moated site can very clearly be seen. This sub-manor house of Sheldon known as West Hall (Sheldon Hall was the East Hall) was first occupied in the 12th century, rebuilt in the 14th century and in ruins by the 15th.

The site has been partially excavated; finds include 20 clay cooking pots, a large number of good decorated floor tiles c1350, fragments of 14th-century stained glass, and various domestic items, iron shears, a bronze horsebit, animal bones and oyster shells; a Luxembourg penny 1309-56, Edward II penny 1317, penny c1279, 15th century French jetton. It is called Kemps Moat after John and Marion Kemp, the last people to live within it. Kents Moat is a Scheduled Ancient Monument.


@ @ @   B26 Sheldon Ragley Drive off Church Road
 A moated site south of St Giles Church in the paddock south of Rectory Farm is discernible in the right conditions with an expert eye. This may have been the medieval moated rectory of Sheldon.


@ @ @   B26 Sheldon Church Road
 There was a moated site south of Westley Brook at Moat Farm which was demolished 1960 and the moat filled in.

@ @ @   B26/ B33 Yardley Queens Road/ Church Road
 Rents Moat/ Allestree Moat is in Old Yardley Park. Behind the churchyard wall is a tree-covered rectangle, the site of the medieval moated manor house; on the side furthest from the church a bank can still be seen among the trees. The straight northerly line of Church Road doglegs to the west at Barrows Lane; John Morris Jones (JMJ 1980 Church End Yardley) suggests that a straight road originally led to this manor house site which therefore predates Yardley church. The site must then have been occupied when the first chapel was built in 1165 with the Beauchamps of Elmley the tenants of the manor. This was only one of many Beauchamp manors which they held for 300 years, although they rarely lived here. The de Limesi family lived here during the 13th century, when the present church building was begun. Allestree Hall/ Allestrey Hall was demolished c1700 after the Allestrees moved to Witton; the silted but still water-filled moat was infilled c1900 as a safety precaution when Yardley Great Trust gave land between Church Road and Queens Road as a public park.


Part of a medieval? ridge and furrow field can be seen immediately to the north.


@ @ @   B29 Weoley Castle Alwold Road
 An important Birmingham site, Weoley Castle was almost certainly occupied in Anglo-Saxon times though deeper excavation is needed for proof. Extensive excavations 1955-1962 revealed a wooden building constructed c1100-1200 on top of an earlier earth platform; remains of horizontal and vertical weather-boarding were found. The 12th-century building burnt down, was rebuilt, moated and fortified 1264 by Roger de Somery of Dudley Castle; surviving sandstone foundations of walls and six towers date from this time. All previous buildings were demolished c1380 and rebuilt again partly in stone. Weoley Castle was subsequently altered and added to over the years. A large and locally important building, it was for hundreds of years the manor house of Northfield. Unoccupied by the 16th century, in ruins by the 17th, the site has been extensively excavated and is well documented. Dry ditches, grassy banks and foundations can still be seen.

Many finds show a high standard of living and included products from abroad: kitchen refuse including pig and deer bones, oyster and whelk shells, as well as cow, sheep, swan, heron, chicken, pike and hedgehog bones, and a wide variety of pottery. From the 13th century iron shears, a small axe, bronze netting needle, arrows, a padlock, the mouthpiece of a wooden bagpipe, a glazed Norman pitcher and a steelyard weight. From the 14th century painted glass and floor tiles from the chapel, scissors, a bone chessman and a bronze jug as well as pewter communion cruet c1325, glassware from the East Mediterranean and fine tableware from France and Spain. From the 15th century keys, horse bits and spurs, tweezers, a double-row bone comb, Spanish tin-enamelled vessels, French counters and a jet die inlaid with silver. 16th-century finds include pottery from London and Nottingham, Holland and Germany. Coin finds include a John penny 1210, Henry II halfpenny 1248, Scottish penny 1298, Edward III penny 1327-70, Richard II halfpenny 1378-88, Venetian soldino 1400-1413, Henry VI groat (Calais) 1422-1443, gold ryall Edward IV 1461-1483. It is a City Museum although currently not open. 

Scheduled Ancient Monument and Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B31 Turves Green/ Longbridge Stokesay Grove/ Turves Green Road/ Hawkesley Drive 
 Excavation shows settlement from the 11th century at Hawkesley House Longbridge (sometimes called Hawkesley Farm or confusingly Hawkesley Hall - see below); a great hall built in the 13th century was occupied for Parliament 1644/ 5 during the Civil War, surrendered to the Royalists and burned the same year. 

The hall was rebuilt 1654, later replaced by a mid-19th-century house/ farm which was demolished 1971 to make way for 3 municipal blocks of flats by A G Sheppard Fidler 1958. Part of the site is grassed and two water-filled arms of the original 135m x 90m moat remain. Hawkesley House/ Hawkesley Farm moated site is a Scheduled Ancient Monument. 


@ @ @   B32 Frankley Church Hill 
 Frankley Hall moat is well preserved. The hall stood from at least 1601 west of St Leonard’s Church opposite Westminster Farm and probably replaced earlier buildings. Burned by Royalists in the Civil War to prevent its use as a Parliamentary garrison, its stone was used to build the church tower. 


@ @ @   B32 Woodgate Valley Somerfield Road 
 A moat lay near Bourn Brook 300m north-east of Moor Farm which was demolished in the 1970s for housing. One 27m dry arm of the moat can be made out. Moat Leasow and Moat Meadow are shown on the tithe map. 


@ @ @   B38 Hawkesley West Heath/ Hawkesley End 
 A pond may be the remains of the moat surrounding Hawkesley Hall West Heath (not to be confused with Hawkesley House/ Farm Longbridge above). 


@ @ @   B38 Hawkesley/ Headley Heath Goodrest Lane 
 A cropmark is visible at Goodrest Farm and fishponds which may well be the remains of the moat. 


@ @ @   B42 Perry Barr Perry Avenue/ Walsall Road
 Perry Hall was a moated timber-framed manor house bearing the date 1576; it probably replaced an earlier medieval building. There is also evidence that an earlier manor house stood in Rocky Lane half a mile north. Perry Hall was bought 1669 by Sir Henry Gough of Wolverhampton whose family had made a fortune in the wool trade; Henry’s brother Richard bought Edgbaston Hall c1717. The hall was extensively altered in the 1840s; it was a large square three storey building with similarities to Aston Hall. (Photo in Price 1989 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY) 

The hall’s parkland was bought as Perry Hall Playing Fields by the City Council 1929 and the hall demolished. The moat is now brick-lined and water-filled fed by a small stream which runs to the nearby River Tame.


@ @ @   B45 Gannow Green Devon Road/ Boleyn Road
 Gannow Green moat is now dry and grassed. Excavations in the 1960s found evidence of a mid-13th century house and hearth and roof tiles from the late 15th century. The 1881 Ordnance Survey map shows a building which had gone by the 1882 edition. Scheduled Ancient Monument.


@ @ @   B76 Walmley Ash Walmley Ash Road
 The remains of a moat are visible as an earthwork


@ @ @   B92 Olton Solihull Hobs Moat Road/ Hobs Mead
 Hobs Moat, Odingsell Hall/ Odensels Moat, is at Lyndon in Solihull; it is a large and very clearly defined double-moated site. Although now dry and much overgrown by mature trees this is a very significant surviving moated site with high banks and deep ditches. It was former Ulverley, ie. Wulfhere’s clearing and renamed eald tun, old farm, Olton when Solihull new town was created c1200. Scheduled Ancient Monument.
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@ @ @   B5 City Centre/ Digbeth Moat Lane
 Birmingham Manor House was occupied by the de Berminghams from the 12th century and is mentioned in the 1166 Market Charter. The moat was circular indicating that it may be odler than the typical four-sided moats of the 13th and 14th centuries. It may be that the manor house platform, c½ hectare in area was the Anglo-Saxon village site. If the island had always been that size it would seem too large for the hall of the tenant of a small and poor manor. (See John Morris Jones 1972 Waters of Birmingham.) However, it may be that the hall was built here at the time of the Market Charter 1166 when Peter de Birmingham set out his new town (similarly St Martin’s church). If this is the case, it is not known where the original settlement may have been.

The de Berminghams owned the manor until 1536, the longest surviving Norman lords in the area. When Edward de Bermingham died 1538 the connection with England was lost although the de Berminghams continued in Ireland. The manor reverted to the Crown. 

A new house was built c1740 in classical style by manufacturer John Francis although some earlier timber-framed buildings remained. The moat was filled and all buildings demolished 1815 to make way for the open market, later Smithfield Meat Market. Westley’s Plan of Birmingham 1731 has a drawing of buildings on the site; Bradford’s 1750 map shows the buildings in plan. The site is now covered by the Wholesale Markets prior to which excavation revealed large sandstone foundations. No visible remains. (See BIBLIOGRAPHY TBWAS 89; illustration VCH Wa7)


@ @ @   B5 City Centre Edgbaston Street/ Pershore Street
 The Parsonage, originally belonging to St Martins-in-the Bull Ring, had a moat which was water-filled until the mid-18th century. The moat was circular and therefore probably older than the more typical four-sided moats of the 13th and 14th centuries. It has been suggested by Michael Hodder 2004 Birmingham: the Hidden History that this site may represent the original Anglo-Saxon manor house. The Parsonage was demolished in the 1820s and the moat filled in. The site is currently (2000) being redeveloped as part of the new Bull Ring Markets. Westley’s Plan of Birmingham 1731 has a drawing of buildings on the site; Bradford’s 1750 map shows the buildings in plan. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Priory Road
 Aston Priory is believed to have stood within a small moated site; evidence derives from enclosed field names: Priory Close, Holyoak Close and Holyoak Moor.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Serpentine Road/ Charles Road/ Yew Tree Road/ Village Road
 Almost nothing is known about Aston Old Hall/ Old Aston Hall (no visible remains); the moated site was disused by 1367, the Ardens using Bordesley Hall as their main manor house, and built over in the 19th century. Aston Old Hall was probably the original manor house replaced by the present Aston Hall (Aston Hall Road/ Witton Lane) 1618-1635) by Sir Thomas Holte and now a City Museum and Grade I Listed.


@ @ @   B7 Duddeston Hindlow Close 
 Duddeston Hall was a medieval moated manor house; it was occupied by John atte Holte from 1365 when he bought the manor to add to his Nechells holding. The Holte family continued to live here prior to their move to Aston Hall (John had also bought Aston manor 1367), after which Duddeston was used as the dower house. By Stuart times the hall had 13 bedrooms, a gallery, chapel, gatehouse, and extensive domestic outbuildings: the great hall and principal rooms were richly hung and furnished.

The grounds were used as pleasure gardens from c1750 and for various pursuits including bowling and cock-fighting, named Vauxhall Gardens after the London gardens from 1758. The moat platform became the bowling green. Fairs, concerts, balloon ascents, fireworks and balls took place here. Duddeston Hall was demolished c1781, the gardens closed 1850, the land sold to the Victoria Land Society for housing. The area was built up in the 19th century and rebuilt in the 1960s. The name is commemorated in nearby Duddeston Manor Road. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B7 Nechells Nechells Park Road/ Stanley Road
 No visible trace or documentary evidence survives Nechells Hall possible moated site. Evidence is conjectural; Nechells Park is shown on Beighton’s 1725 map; Nechells Park Farm may have been the successor of the manor house. In the early 19th century it was occupied by Robert Benton who owned nearby Bentons Mill. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B8 Alum Rock Treaford Lane/ Bankdale Road
 Treaford Hall (Treeford) was a large moated Georgian house on a medieval site demolished in the early 20th century to make way for housing. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B8 Saltley Adderley Road/ Arden Road
 Saltley Old Hall, a medieval manor house is now built over with Arden Road Board School/ Adderley School 1897 and factories. Saltley manor was bought by Walter de Clodeshall 1343; in 1360 he was granted a licence for an oratory and chapel at his house. The site was shown as ‘Great Moat Piece’ on Tomlinson’s 1758 map; the moat could still be seen in 1880 and was popularly called Giants Castle. 


A new Saltley Hall was built at a date unknown on a nearby moated site (Hall Road/ Ash Road/ St Saviours Road/ Adderley Road), Moated sites became rarer after the Black Death 1348, and it may be that Clodeshall’s chapel was at the new site. This was rebuilt in the 17th century west of that previous hall and outside the moat. Lord of the manor, Sir Charles Adderley was a royalist supporter and Prince Rupert is said to have lodged here during the Civil War. The hall was a farmhouse by 1760 and demolished by 1913.


The hall’s home farm stood on Hall Road opposite St Saviour’s Church. The site is built up with housing and there are no visible remains.


@ @ @   B8 Ward End Clover Leaf Square
 Ward End Old Hall was a medieval moated site (Overpool Road/ Washbrook Road/ Northleigh Road), the moats of which could still be seen in 1945 and are commemorated in nearby Old Moat Way.


A new neo-classical Ward End Hall was built 1710 by Isaac Spooner next to the moated site of the original hall, occupied by Birmingham ironmaster Charles Blackham c1725 and later by relatives of 18th-century Birmingham historian William Hutton. On the roof were two statues, nicknamed Jack and Tom and popularly believed to be two soldiers Thomas Pitmore and John Hammond hanged for highway robbery and murder on Washwood Heath 1781. 

The hall still stood 1939 but empty and in poor repair; it was demolished c1945 to make way for housing. The original moated site was still visible after World War 2 when it too disappeared under housing. Some 25 hectares of the hall’s park was bought by the City as Ward End Park in 1903. The only visible remains seems to be a surviving gate post by Wallbank Road.


@ @ @   B10 Bordesley Bolton Road/ Herbert Road
 Mount Pleasant was formerly the driveway to Bordesley Hall, formerly Brook House which replaced an earlier medieval moated manor house nearby (exact site unknown); it is commemorated by nearby Bordesley Park Road. It was built/ rebuilt/ much altered 1757 by wealthy button magnate John Taylor I who spent £10 000 improving the building in grand style and emparking c15ha of land around; an ornamental pool was made on the brook with an island, bridge, and grotto, exotic shrubs and swans were imported. The hall was burned down in the 1791 Priestley Riots, rebuilt but demolished 1840 when the estate was sold for housing development. No visible remains. The Old Lodge pub on the corner of Bordesley Park Road/ Coventry was a lodge of the hall, demolished 1986.


@ @ @   B11 Acocks Green/ Tyseley Sunningdale Road/ Ferndene Road (south of the junction)
 A moated site now built over: in Georgian times Tyseley Farm, demolished in the 1920s, was built close to the moated site of Tyseley Hall south of Ferndene Road, as its successor. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B11 Greet Manor Farm Road/ Warwick Road
 Standing close to the River Cole and within a moat, the timber-framed hall was the home of the steward who administered the manor for Studley Priory to whom it belonged. It was bought by the Greswolde family from the priory in the mid-16th century and probably rebuilt alongside as Greet Hall manor house; it was rebuilt in late Georgian times and known as Manor Farm. It was demolished by 1930; the first Greet Inn was built alongside in the early 20th century and a modern successor stands on the site. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B11/ B28 Sparkhill/ Hall Green Shaftmoor Lane/ Arcot Road
 Shaftmore/ Shaftmoor Farm was a medieval moated site; by the 16th-century there was a 3-gabled timber-framed building with central porch and tall brick chimneys belonging to the Greswold family. The Steedman family owned and occupied the house for 200 years until the estate was sold to Birmingham City Council 1925 and the house demolished 1929, internal panelling going to Packwood House. Photo in Byrne 1996 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY.


@ @ @   B12 Bordesley/ Camp Hill/ Highgate Ravenhurst Street
 Possible moated site now built over. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B12 Highgate/ Bordesley Bradford Street/ Moseley Road
 A moat is evidenced by a 1748 map which records Mott Close as a fieldname; 1978 excavation found evidence of a bank but dating was not possible. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B13 Billesley Wold Walk/ Broomwall Road
 Billesley Moat, now built over. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B13 Billesley Yardley Wood Road/ Brigfield Road
 Moated site at the foot of a slope with water on 3 sides partially obliterated by the widening of Yardley Wood Road and partially now built over. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B13 Moseley Alcester Road/ Salisbury Road/ Chantry Road
 Old Moseley Hall (no visible remains) opposite King Edwards Road may have replaced an earlier hall which stood on the present site of the Fighting Cocks public house (Alcester Road/ King Edwards Road). This was replaced as the manor house in the late 16th-century by a medieval timbered hall set a little way back from the Alcester Road between Salisbury Road and Chantry Road. A gate into Moseley Private Park marks the approximate site of timber-framed hall. It was possibly moated, though the pond in the park which is part of the remnants of the hall’s parkland is a water-filled quarry. It had later wings close-studded in herringbone. The roof was tiled and had three tall clusters of chimneys. Between the hall and the Alcester Road were a number of outbuildings, probably agricultural. The house survived as a farmhouse until c1842 by which time it had fallen into disrepair; it had been sold before the Taylor purchase and let to tenants. James Taylor, grandson of John Taylor III bought it from Robert Blayney who owned most of Moseley village, had it demolished and extended the high park wall as far as Park Farm which stood just south of Park Hill.

A new hall was built probably by Sir Richard Greaves on the site of the present Moseley Hall on the other side of Salisbury Road before 1632. Greaves a wealthy local landlord, High Sheriff of Worcester by 1616, Deputy-Lieutenant of Wales and local magistrate, who was knighted by James I; he died in 1632 and his elaborate tomb can be seen in Kings Norton church. The design of the hall is not known though it is likely to have been in neo-classical style comparable with Castle Bromwich Hall;  the hall’s icehouse survives in Moseley Park (private) in use as a store by Chantry Tennis Club and is the same design as the partially surviving Hamstead Hall ice-house.

Button manufacturer John Taylor I of Bordesley Hall, whose famous factory was in Union Street, bought the estate for his son John Taylor II who proceeded to build a new hall at Moseley in brick and stone. It was a plain neo-classical mansion of three storeys with a tuscan doorway, low parapet, and hipped roof, facing south. Unusually it had a single chimney stack along the whole length of the roof-ridge from which eighteen pots sprouted. There were low symmetrical wings with round-headed doorways which terminated in transverse pedimented lodges. From the south wing a coach-house and stable block extended. The main entrance to the Hall park was opposite the Fighting Cocks and had ornamental gates hung between stone pillars set back from the highway were flanked by walls with doors and uniform lodges: the south one consisted of living room and scullery only, the lodge-keeper’s bedroom was across the drive in the north lodge. The estate was landscaped by Humphrey Repton, second in fame only to Capability Brown.

This hall was burned in the Birmingham Riots 1791 and the present Moseley Hall restored for Taylor 1796 by Warwick architect John Standbridge. The wings and stable block were demolished and transverse two-storey wings were added to the restored central block, whose window mouldings were removed and whose roof was extended. The symmetrical wings had unadorned pediments. The first floor fronts of the wings were embellished with two Ionic pilasters either side of a tall of three light separated by Ionic pillars; the ground floor windows had doric pillars to match the portico. Four pairs of doric pillars supported a porch built across the three central bays of the house. It is said that the cellars of the previous hall which ran beneath the whole building were retained and are thus the oldest part of the house.

Moseley Hall continued the seat of the Taylors until Richard Cadbury bought it 1884. When he moved to the newly-built Uffculme Richard Cadbury gave Moseley Hall to Birmingham as a convalescent home for children 1892. It reopened 1970 as a geriatric hospital. Though much extended in the 20th century the original hall is Grade II Listed.

(See John Innes 1991 The History of Moseley Hall)


@ @ @   B13 Moseley/ Kings Heath Greenhill Road/ School Road
 Probable moated site now built up with housing. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B13 Moseley/ Wake Green Brook Lane/ Coldbath Road/ Billesley Lane
 Greethurst manor house stood on the site of Moseley Golf Course in 1517. A moat is possible. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath High Street
 Probable medieval moat on the site of Hare and Hounds pub. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath/ Brandwood End Poston Croft/ Broad Lane
 Probable medieval moat at Broad Lane Farm, now demolished for housing. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B14 Warstock Warstock Road/ Warstock Lane
 Moated site now built over. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Arosa Drive/ Quinton Road
 Wilderness Farm which used to stand here near Bourn Brook was almost certainly moated; it is now built over with no visible remains.


@ @ @   B18 Hockley/ Jewellery Quarter Warstone Lane/ Vyse Street
 Probable moated site visible prior to 18th/ 19th-century building; 20th-century rebuilding after war damage. Sir Thomas de Birmingham inherited the manor from his brother John 1390, but could not gain the manor house until John's widow died; he built a 'castle' at ‘Warstone near the Sandpits’, of which the square moat was still traceable in 1780. No visible remains. 


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Hamstead Road
 Handsworth Old Hall probably stood on the site of Handsworth Church Old Rectory from the early 12th century and is evidenced by the fieldname Moat Meadow. The site is now a fish pond in Handsworth Park/ Victoria Park. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B20 Hamstead/ Handsworth Wood Hamstead Hall Avenue/ Beauchamp Avenue
 A medieval moated manor house, Hamstead Hall, later known as Wyreleys after the manorial family from the 13th to the late 17th century, stood here from the mid-12th until the 18th century when it was demolished (no visible remains).
It was replaced by a new Hamstead Hall at Hamstead Hall Avenue/ Acfold Road/ Parkside (no visible remains). This new Handsworth manor house was demolished 1935 and the site is now built over with housing. Part of the wall of the walled garden survives in woodland to the rear of house gardens (Greenway/ Croftway) and the ruined icehouse can be found near the River Tame.


@ @ @   B24 Bromford/ Erdington Tyburn Road/ Wheelwright Road/ Abbotts Road 
 Erdington Hall built near the Bromford crossing of the River Tame was the fortified manor house of the de Erdington family. It was double moated on three sides with the river at the rear. The existence of a hall is documented from the time of Edward IV. 
The hall was rebuilt c1650 as 3 storeys in brick with dutch gables on or near the site of the original house by ironmaster John Jennens and occupied by the wealthy Jennens family up to the early 18th century. The house was occupied in 1858 by farmer William Wheelwright who built Wheelwright Road as an access road. The hall was still occupied 1908, demolished 1912 and the site now lies under Tyburn Road; it is commemorated in nearby Erdington Hall Road. No visible remains. (Photographs in Drake 1995 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY)


@ @ @   B24 Erdington Kingsbury Road/ Bromford Lane (south-west of the junction)/ Parkdale Close
 Pype Hall/ Pipe Manor/ Pype Orchard was a moated manor house, a sub-manor of Erdington, documented in Henry III’s time as the property of William Maunsell; it was rebuilt outside the moat by Humphrey Holden 1543. It was altered and enlarged 1622 as a large 6-gabled timber-framed building, known as Wood End Hall or Wood End House or Wood House by the 19th century and demolished 1932. The moat measured c90m x c70m and c10m wide 1949 and was still visible 1959. No visible remains on the Kingsbury School fields. (Photographs in Drake 1995 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY)


@ @ @   B24 Erdington/ Moor End Green Moor End Lane/ Berkswell Road
 Probable moated site built on 1899, shown as Moat House on 1881 OS map. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B26 Acocks Green/ South Yardley Clay Lane/ Gilbertstone Road/ Steyning Road
 Moated site evidenced by fieldname, Moat Leasow. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B26 Lyndon Green/ Sheldon Lyndon Road/ New Coventry Road
 Probable moated site evidenced in the 19th century by a fieldname Moat Meadow - now built over with housing. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B26 Sheldon Church Road/ Horse Shoes Lane/ Common Lane
 Lyndon manor house moated site south of Westley Brook at Moat Farm, later Mott House rebuilt in brick in the 18th century; there is now a housing estate built within the area of the moated site. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B26 Yardley Moat Lane
 A moat 45m square at Gilbertstone Recreation Ground is now covered by a car park and electricity substation. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B26/ B92 South Yardley/ Gilbertstone Gilbertstone Avenue/ Longley Crescent
 A medieval moated site at Gilbertstone shows no trace on Lyndon Playing Fields. However, the old parish boundary makes unexplained right-angled turns here almost certainly showing the position of the moat. A 19th-century fieldname here is Moat Meadow. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B27 Olton Gospel Lane/ Warwick Road
 A moated site on the playing fields shows no visible remains.


@ @ @   B27 Olton/ Acocks Green / Hyron Hall Road/ Starcross Road north side
 Hyron Hall/ Iron/ Irons/ Hiron/ Hirons/ Hyrons was a medieval moated site first recorded 1349 as Huyon. The 15th/16th-century timber-framed hall survived to see its Georgian successor built alongside partially on the west arm of the moat; this survived until the late 19th-century; it is now demolished and the site built over. Oaklands School Dolphin Lane stands on the original moated site.


@ @ @   B27/ B28 Hall Green Broom Hall Crescent/ Edenbridge Road
 Broom Hall was a sub-manor of Yardley; the last of the Broomhall family died in the early 15th century and the name died out. Broom Hall was a building on a large oval moated site, over ½ hectare in area; it was rebuilt in Georgian times, demolished 1951. A block of flats stands on part of the moat. A footpath from Lakey Lane to Edenbridge Road follows the route of the original driveway. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green Highfield Road/ Painswick Road
 Moated site at the source of Robin Hood Brook, built over in the 1930s. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green Kedleston Road/ Scribers Lane
 Moated site at  yn east of Kedleston Road (note  ins Lane) - now built over


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green School Road/ Fox Hollies Road/ Studland Road
 Hall Green Hall/ Haw Hall/ Hawe Hall/ Hawe Green House named after the medieval Haw family was probably originally surrounded by a moat. A Tudor 2-storey gable was added at the south end and later another gable wing alongside; this may have been wattle-and-daub or brick-infilled. In the 18th century a brick wing with gothic details was added to the timber-framed building by Job Marston. The hall was owned by the Severne family from c1833 and the estate sold 1912. The hall was occupied by Lewis Lloyd until c1935 when it was sold and demolished 1936 to make way for the Charles Lane Trust Almshouses/ Charles Lane Almshouses. No visible remains. School Lane from Fox Hollies Road to Studland Road follows the route of the original drive to the hall.

Hall Green Hall Farm/ The Hall Farm was a 17th-century stud farm with dutch gables just east of Hall Green Hall, the stables were to the rear. No visible remains. (See BIBLIOGRAPHY Marks 1992 and Byrne 1996 for photographs)


@ @ @   B29 Selly Park/ Ten Acres/ Pineapple Hazelwell Fordrough/ Pineapple Road
 No traces have been found of the moat which surrounded the original Hazelwell Hall manor house near Hazelwell Recreation Ground. Parliamentary commander Colonel Tinker Fox fortified the hall during the Civil War c1644. The hall was rebuilt as a 3-bay 3-storey neo-classical house in the 17th century. By 1840 it was a farmhouse which was modernised by George Cartland. The Hazelwell public house was built on the site in the 1930s in a grand mock-Tudor part-timbered style.

@ @ @   B30 Cotteridge Pershore Road/ Middleton Hall Road
 Cotteridge House c1680 was built in a field called Motts Field, now demolished and the site built over. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Church Road/ Rectory Road/ Old Moat Drive 
 Northfield manor house may have stood here from the 11th until the 14th century when Weoley Castle took its place as the manor house. The 70m x 60m moat at Moat Farm was filled in 1930 and houses built on the site 1965. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Hanging Lane/ West Park Avenue
 Possible moat at The Grange, demolished for housing. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Tinkers Farm Road/ Cheverton Road/ Kelby Road/ Inverness Road
 Tinkers Farm was probably surrounded by a medieval moat - a school is now on the site. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B31 Northfield/ Kings Norton Aldersmead Road
 Staple Hall Farm, now demolished for housing may have been a medieval moated site. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B31 Northfield/ Cotteridge Northfield Road/ Middleton Hall Road 
 Middleton Hall may have stood on a moated site. Demolished for housing with no visible remains.


@ @ @   B32 Woodgate Valley Wood Lane/ Moat Coppice
 Moat Farm now demolished had visible signs of a medieval moat. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B33 Glebe Farm/ Kitts Green Glebe Farm Road/ Croxton Grove 
 A moated site at Walters Farm (in the 13th century Water Farm) which was demolished for 1930s council housing is evidenced by fieldnames Moat Leasow and Fish Pool Piece and shown on 19th-century OS maps as the north and east arms of a moat. Bought by Matthew Boulton in the late 18th century and sold on to the vicar of Yardley whence the name, glebe being land owned by the priest. The moated site was probably abandoned when a late-Georgian house was built here as Glebe Farm House, demolished c1934. No visible remains. 


@ @ @   B33 Lea Hall Lea Village/ Folliott Road
 Lea Hall manor house was built on a moated site immediately north of Lea Hall Railway Station and evidenced by 19th-century fieldnames, Pool Field and Moat Leasow. Lea Hall was described as ‘a large modern house’ in 1767; it was demolished when Lea Hall railway station was built 1937. Now covered with 1930s housing and no visible remains.


@ @ @   B34 Buckland End/ Kitts Green Cole Hall Lane
 Cole Hall was a medieval moated site (no visible remains) between the River Cole and Cole Hall Farm/ Colehall Farm shown on Castle Bromwich Estate Map 1802 (Staffordshire County Record Office), and as Moat and Moat Meadow on the Survey Map of Aston Parish 1833-35. The 1843 Aston Tithe Map shows no moat but the apportionment lists Moat and Moat Meadow. Cole Hall Farm, now a pub and restaurant, probably replaced the moated house in the 18th century at which time c40 hectares were farmed. Solihull Sanitary Authority, which included Yardley parish, laid a sewer down Yardley Brook valley from Yardley church to Colehall: the farm was bought for filter beds and the house became its offices. Later the sewer was extended to Minworth Main by Birmingham, Tame & Rea District Drainage Board. The sewage farm went out of use in the mid-20th-century and the tanks were infilled and the area landscaped in the 1970s. The farm buildings were subsequently disused until conversion to a public house in the 1990s. The farmhouse and its 18th-century barn are Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B35 Castle Vale Farnborough Road opposite Rhoose Croft
 Berwood Hall was a moated manor house first mentioned c1160 when Sir Hugh de Arden gave the Abbey of St Mary at Leicester his manor of Berwood as a monastic grange, ie. a farm run by lay brothers for the monastery. Two priests are mentioned 1224 in the chapel of the Blessed Mary at Berwood Hall but the chapel had gone by Henry VI’s time. The manor reverted to the Crown at the Dissolution of the Monasteries under Henry VIII and was sold to Thomas Arden for £272 10 shillings. The manor house fell into decay and was replaced in the late 17th century by a farmhouse south of the moat which survived until Castle Bromwich Aerodrome was built before World War 2. Much of the site was built over with housing in the late 1960s. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B36 Bromford/ Firs Berrandale Road
 Near Castle Bromwich Bridge on the Chester Road, a moated site close the River Tame is recorded on early 20th-century maps and evidenced by 19th-century (or earlier) fieldnames, Moat Meadow and Moat Plantation. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B36 Hodge Hill/ Bromford Reynoldstown Road/ Doncaster Drive
 Haye Hall/ Hay Hall/ Hay House/ Haye House/ Hodge Hill manor house - Hodge Hill is mentioned 1622 as a sub-manor of Aston though the original double moat makes a 12th/13th-century origin of the hall more than likely. Henry Chattock was permitted by Richard II to embattle the hall which was held by the Chattocks probably from medieval times until the end of the 19th century.
Hay Hall was rebuilt 1603 probably for the third time. The moat which was drained c1850 is shown on the 1834 OS map; it is now built over. The moated site was abandoned and Haye House built to replace it at Ermington Crescent/ Haye House Grove. However, this may have been the 1603 rebuilding and is arguably, though disputably the Comet Inn in Collingbourne Avenue. No visible remains of the moated site.


@ @ @   B38 Kings Norton Popes Lane/ Wychall Lane
 Wychall Farm was originally a moated timber-framed farm rebuilt in brick at a later date (Victorian?), demolished after 1952 to make way for housing and St Thomas Aquinas School. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B38 Walkers Heath Walkers Heath Road
 Pool Farm moat was excavated 1949-1956 by pupils of Kings Norton Grammar School under M J Nixon; the site is now occupied by Cavendish Tower block of flats. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B45 Rubery Kendal Rise/ Bristol Road South
 Possible moat at former Colmers Farm south of River Rea. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B76 Minworth/ Wishaw/ Sutton Coldfield Hurst Green Road
 Fieldname and map evidence for a moat at Hurst Green Farm. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B91 Olton/ Worlds End Broad Oaks Road
 Possible moated site now built over. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B92 Olton Brookvale Road/ Warwick Road
 Gospel Farm, now demolished was a medieval moated site sited at the west end of Gospel Lane Playing Fields where the old parish boundary makes unexplained right-angled turns showing the position of the moat. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B92/ B26 Sheldon Arden Croft/ Coventry Road/ Valley Road
 Moated site covered by 20th-century housing. No visible remains.
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The following are buildings or sites with medieval origins other than moated sites. Most have been added to and altered extensively since the Middle Ages; many have disappeared without trace. The list comprises manor houses, schools, inns and cottages. It must be noted that the houses of the majority of the population would have been poorly built of wood, mud and thatch and have not survived.

(BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B2 City Centre High Street/ Castle Street

When stables in the Old Castle Yard were demolished 1864, workmen digging foundations for a cellar found a quantity of human bones including 3 skulls about a metre down; their presence has never been explained and their age never determined.

@ @ @   B4/ B5 City Centre Ryder Street

 Ryder Street was formerly known as The Butts. Edward IV made archery practice compulsory on Sundays and feast days to guard against the threat of invasion; all men aged 16-60 should own a longbow of their own height and each township was required to set up archery butts or targets; the statute was revived by Henry VIII 1543 for fear of French invasion but fell into abeyance in the 17th century. Every manor had a site where archery was practised. The junction with Coleshill Street was known as Stubb Cross, meaning a broken-off cross (Westley’s 1731 map).

@ @ @   B5 City Centre Ladywell Walk (south side)/ Hurst Street

 The Lady Well was a natural spring and used by water carriers to supply the town. This was later the site of Birmingham’s first swimming baths (commemorated in Bath Passage nearby) from c1720 and comparable with any nationally; there was a 100 metre main pool and 10 other pools of various sizes and temperatures and varieties of spa water. The site is now beneath the Arcadian Centre.
@ @ @   B2 City Centre New Street
 The Guild Hall of the Holy Cross (demolished) stood on the south side of New Street half-way between High Street/ Worcester Street and Stephenson Street. It was a large timber-framed building and became King Edward VI Grammar School with the dissolution of religious guilds by Henry VIII 1547. It was demolished 1707 and replaced by a neo-classical building which in turn was demolished 1830 and replaced by a large gothic building by Charles Barry architect of the Houses of Parliament. This was demolished 1936; part survives as the chapel of King Edward VI Grammar School Bristol Road.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Aston Road North/ Rocky Lane
 The site of the Aston’s medieval pinfold, the pound for strayed livestock.


@ @ @   B8 Ward End St Margarets Road/ William Cook Road

Ward End Timber Supply was known as Cocksparrow Hall and is believed to have been a 15th-century gamekeeper’s cottage; in the early 20th century it was a sweet shop.

@ @ @   B8 Saltley Couchman Road
Excavation revealed evidence of the brick wall and cobbled floor of an 18th-century farm dairy, but also showed tentative evidence that this was on one side of the triangular village green of Upper Saltley. Very little has survived of the kind of poorly made huts which housed most of the population. (See Tomlinson’s map 1761) BSMR


@ @ @   B9 Deritend/ Bordesley Digbeth High Street/ Heath Mill Lane
 The Old Crown (Guild House/ Guild Hall) is recorded 1368 though the large manorial-type building as seen is 16th-century. It was probably the Guild Hall of St John the Baptist Deritend during the 15th century and included the priest’s house and school for members’ children. It was certainly the mansion house described by John Leland on his travels 1538. Queen Elizabeth I is thought to have slept here in the Gallery Chamber over the main entrance en route from Kenilworth Castle 1575. 

The building was referred to as the Crown Inn 1589 when was it was sold by Richard Smalbroke of Yardley. The Old Crown was divided into two properties by Richard Dickson 1684 and became a coaching inn c1700, probably Birmingham’s first such. In 1848 historian Joshua Toulmin-Smith began restoration, completed by with new building to the rear by 1862. A medieval well was found at this time. It continued as a public house taken over by Holt Brewery 1925, Ansell's 1966 by which time the building had been allowed to seriously deteriorated. It closed 1992. The Old Crown was renovated and reopened 1998 as a public house and hotel by Patrick and Ellen Brennan. The medieval well was rediscovered 1994 and is to be seen in the reception foyer.


There were many timber-framed buildings less grand than the Old Crown in this area, some fronted with a brick facade in Georgian times; by the end of the 19th century all had been replaced with the exception of the Golden Lion which was moved to Cannon Hill Park 1911. The Old Crown is a remarkable and important survival so close to the City Centre. Grade II* Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B11 Showell Green/ Sparkhill Esme Road/ Ivor Road/ Belvedere Gardens
 Shrubbery Farm was probably medieval; the site was built over in Victorian times; no visible trace.


@ @ @   B11 Sparkhill Stratford Road
 Sparkhill Farm opposite Baker Street probably of medieval origin was demolished 1880s; no visible trace.


@ @ @   B11 Sparkhill Warwick Road/ St Johns Road
 Greet Farm, probably medieval in origin, was a large holding with over 50ha much of it water-meadows along the Cole; farm buildings stood until the 1880s when Percy Road was laid out; Greet School was built on the site soon afterwards. No visible trace.


@ @ @   B11 Sparkhill/ Wake Green Grove Road/ Greswolde Road/ Stratford Road
 Fulford Hall later Grove Farm was a large 4-bay timber-framed building originally of the c14th century. An upper floor and parlour wing added c1600, a brick-infilled timber-framed service wing 1651, a 19th-century scullery. This was a Maxstoke Priory holding until the dissolution of the monasteries by Henry VIII when it was bought by the Greswold family. The farm was sold by a Greswolde descendant 1896 to the Freehold Land Society for housing. However, a photograph of exists of 1905 showing the farm still in operation. The farmhouse was subsequently demolished. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B12 Moseley/ Edgbaston Cannon Hill Park
 The Golden Lion is an early 16th-century timber-framed house originally in Digbeth High Street (Bull Ring Trading Estate), saved from destruction for road-widening and re-erected here 1911. There are 3 gables at the front and the house has two storeys in timber-framing with brick infill on the ground floor, plaster on the upper floor. The building is out of use and in a poor state of repair 1999. This building is typical of many that stood in this area until the 19th century of which photographic evidence survives. Grade I Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B13 Wake Green/ Billesley Swanshurst Lane opposite Meadow View
 Swanshurst Farm stood in what is now Swanshurst Park from medieval times; it was probably an assart on land belonging to Maxstoke Priory. A new timber-framed wing was added to the original medieval hall c1600 and a brick wing was added in Stuart times when the rest of the house bricked; there were extensive outbuildings. After nearly 300 years of occupancy by the Dolphins, John Dolphin died 1834 and the buildings were rented out as slum tenements. The brick wing collapsed and for 30 years the empty building deteriorated until 1906 when solicitor Stanbury Eardley lived in its ruin. After his death 1917 the house was demolished and some of the timbers were used decoratively in the building of a new house also named Swanshurst at B13 Russell Road. The barns were demolished 1920 when Swanshurst Lane housing was about to be developed.


@ @ @   B13 Billesley/ Springfield Wake Green Road/ Willersley Road
Sarehole Farm/ Sarehole Hall/ Sarehole House was the property of Maxstoke Priory; the hall and mill were owned by the Eaves family from the early 18th century and rebuilt 1721. Bankrupted by rebuilding Sarehole Mill and Greet Mill Richard Eaves sold out to John Taylor, button magnate and banker. The farmland was built on between the wars, but the farmhouse itself survived until 1957 when a bungalow was built on the site. Some of its mid-Victorian outbuildings were used by a garage for some years before being demolished in the early 1970s. 


@ @ @   B13 Wake Green Ashleigh Grove

 Ashleigh Grange was probably a 15th-century hall timbered in pad-and-panel style like Swanshurst. It was demolished c1930.

@ @ @   B13/ B28 Billesley/ Yardley Wood Coleside Avenue
 Little Sarehole was a medieval timber-framed farmhouse on the west bank of the River Cole at Four Arches Bridge; it was in ruins by the 1930s and demolished.
Brook Farm rebuilt in late Georgian times stood just west of Little Sarehole. All buildings were demolished by the 1930s. Photo in Byrne 1996 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY.


@ @ @   B14/ B90 Highters Heath/ Solihull Lodge Prince of Wales Lane/ Gorleston Road
 This is the probable site of Highters Heath cross marking the meeting point of Yardley, Kings Norton and Solihull. The cross may have referred simply to the crossroads, or may have been a preaching cross. This was an area at that time of intercommoning woodland - ie. access to the woodland was shared in common by people of the three parishes eg. for grazing pigs or collecting firewood. The woodland diminished after Tudor times.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Harborne Road/ Highfield Road

 This junction was known as Stubb Cross meaning a broken-off cross (Sparrry’s map 1718).

@ @ @   B16 Rotton Park Gillott Road/ Rotton Park Road/ Wheatsheaf Road
 Rotton Park Lodge, the keeper’s lodge of the de Birmingham deer park stood on a slight hill here; it may well have been moated. It was rebuilt in Tudor times and was the centre of working farm until early in the 20th century. No visible traces. There was a house of the name on this site until the early 20th century.


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Harborne Park Road/ Old Church Road
 Harborne House was at one time Harborne manor house; it is a 3-storey brick building built in the late 18th century for ironmaster Thomas Green. The original manor house site may have been that of Harborne Hall in Old Church Road/ Grove Lane. Harborne House became Bishops Croft 1911, residence of the bishops of Birmingham (Birmingham diocese was created 1905) and a chapel was built 1923 by A S Dixon. As it now appears there is a central 3-storey block of red brick with pedimented wings which were altered in the early 20th century. There is a typical Birmingham tuscan doorcase. It is still the Bishop of Birmingham’s residence; largely Georgian this is a Grade II Listed building. BSMR


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Slack Lane/ Oxhill Road
 Handsworth Old Town Hall is a cruck-framed building of 3 bays each divided by a cruck truss. Cruck-framing was an old technique of building of which few examples survive in the Birmingham area. It involved sawing a tree, usually oak, lengthways and leaning the two halves against each other to form an arch. The Handsworth Town Hall dates from before 1500 and served as village jail and workhouse. In the 17th century a brick chimney was built, some external plasterwork was infilled with brick and the first floor was constructed within the building. 

Due for demolition it was bought by Birmingham Archaeological Society, modernised to form two separate dwellings and given to the City in 1947. One of the dwellings subsequently became a museum managed by Handsworth Local History Society. It name has no connection with a town hall in the modern sense; rather it means ‘the hall at the old town’. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Hamstead Road
 Handsworth pinfold/ pound for stray livestock stood opposite St Mary’s Church on the site formerly occupied by the church school. 


@ @ @   B23 Stockland Green Marsh Hill/ George Road
 Witton Hall, a 3-storey red-brick manor house built c1730 by the Allestree family of Yardley, much remodelled in the 19th century stands at the north end of Brookvale Park. It was a private school in 1850 and Home for the Aged from 1907 until at least 1959. There have been many extensions and internal alterations. The manor dates back to Domesday and it may be that an earlier manor house stood on this site. Grade A Locally Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B24 Erdington/ Birches Green Bromford Lane/ Bromford Crescent
 The Old Green Man nicknamed The Lad in the Lane and so-renamed after renovation 1971 but soon reverting to its original name, has timbers dating from 1306 and is allegedly one of the oldest inns in continuous use in England. It is cruck-framed and largely 14th-/ 15th-century though with 16th-century additions and alterations and extensions from c1930. Both parliamentary and royalist troops are said to have stayed here during the Civil War. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B24 Erdington Greenside Road/ Grange Road
 Archaeological traces were found of post holes from an oval timber hut presumably with a thatched roof. It had a central support post and measured c5m x c3m. The floor was of beaten clay brought in for the purpose. It may have been a house but its purpose is unknown. It is the type of building made of natural materials by people for thousands of years. Usually little trace survives other than marks in the soil, so this is a remarkable find in an urban area. 


@ @ @   B24 Erdington/ Pype Hayes Bowcroft Grove/ Chester Road

 In the Middle Ages the Earl of Warwick who was lord of Sutton manor provided a stone cottage, Bow Bearers Lodge for two retainers to escort travellers across Sutton Chase which was a desolate and dangerous area renowned for robbers. The lodge survived until it was demolished 1828; Bowcroft Grove is on the site of a field called Bow Bearers Croft.

@ @ @   B24 Erdington/ Pype Hayes Chester Road/ Eachelhurst Road
 The present Pype Hayes Hall/ Pype Hayes House in Pype Hayes Park, a sub-manor of Erdington was built before 1670 by Sir Harvey Bagot. It was still occupied in 1908 but was bought by Birmingham City Council 1919 when the park was converted into a public park and the house into a convalescent home. Used as city council offices and much altered, it is essentially Stuart in appearance. The original house, a central block with gabled cross wings, was timber-framed, but was altered and stuccoed in the late 18th century; the front of the house has 13 small gables. The pedimented porch with tuscan columns dates from the mid-18th century, there are 19th- and 20th-century additions. Inside early-17th-century panelling survives and 18th-century staircase. Grade II Listed. 
Ridge and furrow evidence of a (?medieval) open field can still be seen nearby. BSMR


@ @ @   B25 Yardley Church Road
 Yardley Old Grammar School/ Yardley Grammar School/ Yardley Trust School in St Edburgha’s churchyard was the 15th-century church house, Grade II* Listed Building BSMR. Rebuilt 1512; by the late 16th century the long 2-storey timber-framed building was a school until 1909 it was replaced by Worcestershire County Council with the school further along Church Road. Windows and doors were restored during the 20th-century and the interior modernised, but the 15th-century roof remains visible.
Nos.422-424 adjoining to the rear are the Schoolmaster’s House 1732; previous schoolmasters had lived above the school.

Yardley churchyard was cleared of gravestones 1959; one remaining is in the south-east corner that of schoolmaster James Chell.
Yardley stocks (last used 1852) and combined whipping post stood outside the church wall to the right of the south gate until the 19th century with a small lock-up alongside.
Church Road by the church is part of Old Yardley Conservation Area and was pedestrianised in the 1970s.


@ @ @   B25 Yardley Church Road/ Church Terrace
 The site of No.451 Church Farm/ Tile House Farm is likely to be an original Anglo-Saxon site possibly dating back 1200 years. It was given to Yardley Charity Trust by local tilemaker Robert Robyns. Present buildings are Victorian: the cowhouse is c1820 but built around the timber frame of an earlier building, the barn with its central high doorway is 1848 and has evidence of the threshing floor; wagon house 1853; farmhouse rebuilt 1837; stable built using an old pair of crucks includes a pigeon loft; the Smithy still in use as a smithy 1980, though most work is done in a late-20th-century building. All outbuildings restored 1979.


@ @ @   B26 Yardley Yew Tree Lane
 Yardley House belonged to the Minshull family, later the Flavells documented 1465; the Flavells sold the estate to Mitchells & Butlers brewery 1919 and the Yew Tree public house was built in the grounds. The house was lived in by the Bosworths until demolition 1930. No visible evidence.


@ @ @   B27 Acocks Green Warwick Road/ Woodcock Lane
 The site of the Acocks family home. John Acok is recorded 1420, and the last house on the site from c1649 was demolished in the mid-20th century. No visible evidence.

@ @ @   B27/ B28 Acocks Green/ Hall Green Fox Hollies Road/ Fox Green Crescent
 Fox Hollies Hall/ Foxhollies was a medieval assart on land belonging to Maxstoke Priory; the estate was acquired by the Fox family 1649. It became an inn and entertainment centre before 1860 when it was bought and lavishly rebuilt 1869 by the Walker family in stuccoed brick Victorian italianate style possibly around the original building with stables, kennels, other outbuildings and lodge. The hall was last occupied by Colonel Zaccheus Walker IV who sold the estate to Birmingham City Council for housing c1920; after his death 1930 the hall was demolished and some of the surrounding park maintained as Curtiss Gardens where part of the gateposts to the hall remain facing Fox Hollies Road. No visible evidence.


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green/ Robin Hood The Bridle Path/ Solihull Lane

 Stillfield House near Pembroke Croft was a medieval assart. In the 17th century known as Steelfields it was owned but not lived in by the Grevis family of Moseley Hall.

@ @ @   B28 Hall Green/ Robin Hood Robin Hood Lane/  ins Lane

 A croft (enclosed field) here was called Conygre meaning rabbit warren. The soil here is sandy (note Sandy Hill Road) and ideal rabbit territory; rabbit warrens were maintained as an important food resource.

@ @ @   B28 Yardley Wood Priory Road opposite Nethercote Gardens 
 Believed to be the site of Colebrook Priory. No visible evidence.


@ @ @   B30 Bournville Maple Road/ Sycamore Road
 Minworth Greaves Manor was a 14th-century cruck-framed cottage brought from B76 Minworth Kingsbury Road and the wooden frame and roof trusses re-erected here 1929-32. The third bay with the gallery is modern. It is a public museum owned by Bournville Village Trust and Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Church Road/ Church Hill
 The Great Stone Inn stands opposite Northfield Church and next to the old Village Pound (Grade II Listed) for stray farm animals. The pub is named after a glacial erratic boulder from north Wales that now stands in the pound (before the 1950s it was on the corner of Church Hill/ Church Road). Internally it is a late medieval timber-framed hall, altered in the 17th century and facaded in brick in the 18th century. It was extended in the 19th century and modified internally by the brewery in the 1970s. Although of medieval origin the pub has a Georgian appearance. Grade II Listed. BSMR.

Northfield Old Village Conservation Area consists of parts or all of Church Hill, Church Road, Norton Close, Rectory Road. The significance of the surviving village centres of Harborne, Kings Norton, Northfield and Yardley was recognised when they were designated in the city’s second batch of conservation areas 1969. They were incidentally preserved when the old roads were realigned as turnpikes to bypass the narrow congested lanes of the village centres in the 18th century.

@ @ @   B31 Northfield/ Turves Green Cressage Avenue/ Willetts Road
 Digbeth Farm is recorded in the possession of Agnes Baker 1424 and known as Bakers Place. The farmhouse was vacant by 1935 and in 1947 the City Council bought c20 000ha of farmland including Digbeth Farm whose buildings were demolished c1950. On the farmland were built Willetts Road, Harpers Road, Cressage Avenue, Centenary Way, Purslow Grove and Adstone Grove.


@ @ @   B32 Quinton Redhall Road
 The site of Redhall Grange, a farming estate run by lay brothers belonging to Halesowen Abbey, recorded as the Convent of Hales in the Domesday Book 1086. No visible evidence.


@ @ @   B33 Lea Village/ Garretts Green Lea Hall Road/ Garretts Green Lane (south-west corner)

 The Lea later Bloomers Farm was probably built as a medieval assart at a time of expanding population c1300.

@ @ @   B36 Castle Bromwich Chester Road
 Castle Bromwich Post Office remains of a row of medieval cruck-framed cottages. It has a later extension on the front but the cruck-frame can be seen at the side. The post office is believed to have had the first telephone outside London so that Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli could maintain contact during frequent visits to Castle Bromwich Hall. It closed as a post office 2004.


@ @ @   B36 Castle Bromwich Chester Road (east side) 
 Castle Bromwich deserted village - Chester Road led down Mill Hill from the church where was found the site of an early medieval village along the road to the Tame ford. Most of the site has been destroyed by 20th-century road building. BSMR


@ @ @   B36 Castle Bromwich Chester Road
 Whateley Green was the site of the medieval pound for stray farm animals; a map of 1864 still shows the pound as well as stocks and a whipping post.


@ @ @   B38 Kings Norton Westhill Road/ Kingshill Drive
 Kingsuch Grange Within the royal manor of Kings Norton, Kingsuch Grange was originally one of twenty granges belonging to Bordesley Abbey in Redditch. Deriving from Latin granum meaning ‘grain’, a medieval grange was an outlying farming estate belonging to a monastery (or sometimes a feudal lord) and run by lay rather than by religious brothers. 

Kingsuch was sold by the Crown in 1544 after the dissolution of the monasteries and passed through many different hands. Located off Westhill Road where Kingshill Drive is now, it was first recorded in 1270 and was still a residence in 1865 belonging to Robert Mynors, a Birmingham surgeon. It is shown on the 1831 Ordnance Survey map and is named on 1895 edition as Newhouse Farm. The name Kingsuch is no longer in use. No visible evidence. BSMR


@ @ @   B38 Kings Norton The Green
 Kings Norton Green is within Kings Norton Conservation Area: also all or part of Back Road, Bird Cage Walk, Pershore Road South, Redditch Road, St Nicholas Gardens, Westhill Road. The significance of the surviving village centres of Harborne, Kings Norton, Northfield and Yardley was recognised when they were designated in the city’s second batch of conservation areas 1969. They were incidentally preserved when the old roads were realigned as turnpikes to bypass the narrow congested lanes of the village centres in the 18th century.
The Green is the site of Kings Norton Mop Fair held since the 16th century on the first Monday of October. Originally a hiring fair, it attracted a variety of stalls and entertainments which still continue. (A cattle market was held at the corner of Wharf Road and Pershore Road South.)

 Former Hirons’ Bakery (until c1990 - now a general grocery store) is a late 15th-century timber-framed house. It has a close-studded timber gable behind a rounded brick frontage removed in the late 1990s. There must have been a number of others like it round Kings Norton Green; excavation has revealed post holes and beam trenches of medieval timber-framed buildings nearby as well as large amounts of pottery. Grade II Listed. BSMR 


@ @ @   B38 Kings Norton The Green/ Back Road
 In St Nicholas churchyard close by the Green is Kings Norton Old Grammar School/ Kings Norton Grammar School. This a 2-storey building, the upper storey of which is early 15th-century timber-framed; the brick ground floor and central projecting porch (brick below, timber-framed above) is early 17th-century. This may originally have been the priest’s house of St Nicholas’ Church, or the church house ie. parish meeting room, but could well have been a guild hall. It may originally have been a chantry chapel open to the rafters from the ground floor. There is an unusual gothic wooden traceried window at the east end which may pre-date the whole building. The ground floor was rebuilt on stone plinths in brick in the 16th century and is therefore more recent than the first floor; the large chimney is of the same date. 17th-century wooden panelling in the upstairs room. The external staircase was built c1910; the fireplaces were remade in the early 20th-century in arts&crafts style.


In 1344 Edward III agreed to William Paas’s request to support a chantry of the Virgin Mary at Kings Norton Church; the grammar school may have originated at this time. It is mentioned in Edward VI’s 1549 survey of colleges and chantries. In Henry VIII’s reign Henry Saunders was paid a £10 annual stipend as schoolmaster here; he taught 120 pupils, among them the son of local nailer Robert Avenon who subsequently walked to London where he prospered, became Lord Mayor and was knighted by Queen Elizabeth I.

Early in the 19th century girls were admitted, the boys being taught on the ground floor, girls upstairs. The grammar school became a national school but closed 1875 due to inadequate accommodation and playground (the churchyard); the children were housed in temporary accommodation until the new school on Pershore Road South opened 1878. 

The building was extensively repaired in 1910 and a new external staircase built. The building was bought by Theodore Prichett to be given to St Nicholas’ Church 1914. The building was restored 1951 funded by the Pilgrim Trust of the USA. Scheduled Ancient Monument and Grade II* Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B38 Kings Norton The Green
 Also on Kings Norton Green is The Saracens Head, a late 15th-century timber-framed house which adjoins St Nicholas’ churchyard to the south. It may stand on the site of an earlier manor house. The oldest part which faces the churchyard has been dendrochronologically dated to 1492; the main entrance was originally on this side which boasts an impressive continuous jetty and close studding. There is an internal brick chimney, a rare feature in this area. From the 17th century this was the royal bailiff’s house (Kings Norton was a manor given by the monarch to his wife) and manorial courthouse. However, it may have originally been built by  one of Kings Norton’s wealthy wool merchants as an impressive house and retail outlet. The building was extended at the north-west end in the early 16th century and a further extension to the east soon afterwards. The latter cannot now be seen from the outside, facaded in later  brick facing the Green. It may have been purpose-built for use as shops. There is evidence that the building was further extended southwards on what is now the Bulls Head car park.

Queen Henrietta Maria, lord of Kings Norton manor and wife of Charles I stayed here during the Civil War 10 July 1643 with 6000 soldiers camped on the Green en route with weapons from Holland via Bridlington to the King at Oxford; the room in the Saracen’s Head nearest the churchyard is known as the Queen’s Room where Henrietta Maria is believed to have slept. 

It is not known when the Saracens Head became an inn but it was such at the beginning of the 19th century. Subsequently most of the windows were altered. The south wing was rebuilt in the late 19th century as a parish hall. In 1890 the ground floor of the north wing was a grocer’s and hardware shop; by 1906 it was Ye Olde Village Tea Room. The pub’s last licencee was Frederick Phillips in 1930 after which the Saracens Head was given by the brewery to St Nicholas’ Church for use as parish offices and meeting rooms. Grade 1 listed building. BSMR


@ @ @   B38 Primrose Hill Meadowsweet Avenue
 Primrose Hill Farm/ Hole Farm is a late 15th-century timber-framed farmhouse with 20th-century brickwork. Excavation has unearthed medieval pottery. The farm is Grade II* Listed, the barn Grade II. BSMR


@ @ @   B38 Walkers Heath Walkers Heath Road/ Druids Heath Lane
 Moundsley Hall was a timber-framed manor house built before 1521 and was enclosed in brick in the 19th century. It was demolished c1939 and a new house built east of the original site. The late 19th-century Moundsley Lodge survives and is Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B45 Rednal Kendal Rise Road/ Kendal Avenue

The Mansion House was bought 1869 with its farmland and farm known as the Colmers opposite the present Colmers Farm School by William Summerfield of Westminster Farm Frankley. The Mansion House may have been the successor of the moated manor house of the manor of Colmers about which very little is known. This site and the Colmers were sold for housing development after 1928. 
@ @ @   B45 Rednal Lickey Road

 Running along the west side of Lickey Road between Leach Green Lane past Edgewood Road is a medieval hedge estimated to be c700 years old.

@ @ @   B72 Sutton Coldfield Town Centre High Street
 The Three Tuns public house is a late-18th-century building which still retains earlier foundations and cellars: Henry VII is said to have stayed here en route to the Battle of Bosworth, Oliver Cromwell is reputed to have met his officers here after the Battle of Worcester, Joseph Priestley stayed here after the 1791 Birmingham Riots. Sculptor William Woodington was born here; he carved some of the bas-relief at the base of Nelson’s Column in Trafalgar Square London. Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B72 Wylde Green/ Sutton Coldfield Wylde Green Road
 Wincelle House is an early 15th-century two-storey timber-framed house brought here from Wiggins Hill 1910 by Walter Wilkinson owner of New Hall Mill. Winchicelle (or variants) is the Domesday name for Wiggins Hill. BSMR


@ @ @   B73 Sutton Town Centre Coleshill Street
 One mid-18th-century house is built round a medieval structure, another early 18th-century house has late 15th-century sandstone remaining in the side wall. BSMR


@ @ @   B73 Sutton Coldfield Town Centre Driffold

 The name Driffold derives from ‘drive fold’ and was the site of the medieval fold where animals left to pasture on Sutton Chase were gathered and identified.

@ @ @   B73 Sutton Town Centre Manor Drive
 Sutton Manor House documented as early as 1315, was built by the Earls of Warwick, demolished c1510 and the timber frame reconstructed at Bradgate Park near Leicester. It is thought that Bishop Vesey had the stones for Water Orton bridge (Grade II Listed) and Curdworth bridge (replaced) over the River Tame. The hall was rebuilt early 16th century, in poor condition by 1762 and later demolished. 

By 1860 a new house was built. Grade II Listed. BSMR. A square icehouse was still there 1906 but no visible signs remain. 

Wyndley Lane was the access road to the deer park, and until Town Gate was built 1826 was the only traffic entrance to the Sutton Park. 


@ @ @   B72 Sutton Coldfield Mill Street

 Sutton stocks of unknown date stood at Mill Street/ High Street and were later kept in the yard of the Council House built 1859; when the new Council House in King Edwards Square opened 1902 the stocks were transferred there and after 1973 to Blakesley Hall museum.

@ @ @   B73 Sutton Town Centre/ Maney Birmingham Road/ Manor Hill
 The Old Smithy at Maney Corner is to the rear a 14th-century cruck-framed cottage with to the front 15th-, 17th-, 19th- and early 20th-century additions and alterations. It was originally the blacksmith’s house whose forge was at Church Road/ Maney Road corner. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B76 Sutton Coldfield/ Wylde Green Wylde Green Road (east end)
 The barn range of New Shipton Farm is 15th-century c1435 with 18th- and 19th- century additions. It is a rare survival with 5 pairs of cruck blades forming the frame and internally very impressive. The timbers have been dated to summer 1424 and spring 1425. Grade II* Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B76 Wishaw/ Sutton Coldfield Grove Lane
 An important medieval survival of a substantial house probably of the early 14th century, The Grove is cruck-framed, extended and rebuilt around the timber frame in the 17th century and altered in the 19th century. The exterior is brick and the crucks only visible inside. This is Sutton’s oldest building. Grade II* Listed. BSMR


NOTE

Prior to the Black Death c1350 there was an increasing population and expansion into previously uncultivated areas. In the Forest of Arden there was a customary squatter’s right: anyone had the right to live on common land if he could put up a house overnight and have smoke rising by sunrise; he could enclose as much land as far as he could throw an axe.


Assarts were grander than this: they consisted of a house raised and land cleared with the permission of the manorial lord for a low rent on ‘waste’, uncleared land for which the lord was previously receiving little if any revenue. Many moated sites and other farms were set up in this way and many survived into the 19th-century.
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Churches with Visible Medieval Evidence
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These churches largely represent the ancient manors and parishes of Birmingham.

There is reason to think that some of these churches may have Anglo-Saxon predecessors, although Birmingham was a borderland area with a small sparse population. Such churches in Birmingham would likely have been of wood and thatch and so there is no archaeological evidence to support this.

(BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B5 City Centre Bull Ring
 St Martin-in-the-Bull Ring, Birmingham Parish Church
St Martin’s was built by 1300; in view of the fact that Birmingham Manor House was mentioned in the 1166 Market Charter an earlier church is likely. It is not known whether there was a church here in Anglo-Saxon times. When the new town of Birmingham was developed (See Medieval Birmingham - a new town.) as a result of the granting of the Market Charter it is possible that Peter de Birmingham also moved his manor house to the Moat Lane site near his new town and also built St Martin’s as new church close by. Where the original Anglo-Saxon site was, if indeed it was elsewhere, is not known.

13th-century masonry is visible built in to the 19th-century restoration of the baptistery. Tombs with damaged reclining stone figures are believed to be those of the lords of the manor of Birmingham, Sir William de Bermingham c1325, Sir Fulk de Bermingham c1350 and Sir John de Bermingham c1380.

The eroded sandstone building was encased in brick 1692, tower and spire were restored 1830-35 and the rest of the church demolished 1872, rebuilt and enlarged by J A Chatwin. The church suffered bomb damage 1941 and was restored 1956-7. The crypt was excavated by Birmingham Museum 1974 and found to be two-thirds full of disarticulated human bones. St Martin’s is known as ‘the Mother Church of Birmingham’.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Witton Road/ Aston Hall Road
 St Peter & St Paul, Aston Parish Church
Steven Bassett (Midland History 25 2000) believes that Aston church may have been a minster church at the centre of a large Anglo-Saxon land unit. The medieval parish of Aston was certainly a large one with chapelries at Castle Bromwich, Deritend, Erdington, Little Bromwich (Ward End), Water Orton and Yardley. However, the name Aston means a settlement or land unit east of another. Bassett believes that this may be have been Harborne whose Anglo-Saxon extent included Smethwick, West Bromwich and the Barrs, thus making it west of Aston. Aston may have been a sub-minster in the control of the minster church of Harborne in the Anglo-Saxon period. A priest at Aston is mentioned in the Domesday Book, supporting the probability of Anglo-Saxon foundation. A document of 1187 confirms the grant of 1165 giving the church of Aston with its dependent chapels of Castle Bromwich, Water Orton and Yardley to Tickford Priory (Newport Pagnell, Buckinghamshire).

The earliest archaeological evidence is 14th-century stonework which was been reset in the south wall in the 19th-century restoration; the tower is 15th-century. There are many monuments including that of an unknown knight 1306, Sir Thomas de Erdington died 1433, his wife 1417, a number of Holtes including Sir Thomas died 1654 who built Aston Hall, Sir Edward Devereux died 1622 who built Castle Bromwich Hall and Sir John Bridgeman died 1710 also of Castle Bromwich Hall. Most of the church was rebuilt 1879-90, the south aisles in 1908 and so little survives of the medieval fabric. Grade II* Listed.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Church Road
 St Bartholomew, Edgbaston Parish Church
The church, a chapel of Harborne was in existence by 1279 rebuilt in the late 15th century and stone in the north and west walls of the north aisle survive from that time. The lower part of the tower is early 16th century.
The church was occupied by parliamentary troops during the Civil War and badly damaged. Six rebuildings between 1721 and 1889 have left little of the medieval fabric.


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Old Church Road
 St Peter, Harborne Parish Church
Steven Bassett (Midland History 25 2000) believes that Harborne church may have been a minster church at the centre of a large Anglo-Saxon land unit which included Smethwick, Handsworth, West Bromwich and the Barrs as well as the large parish of Aston which itself included Castle, Bromwich, Deritend, Erdington, Little Bromwich (Ward End), Water Orton and Yardley. It probably originally included the manor of Birmingham.

The earliest archaeological remains are the lower part of the tower from of the 14th century building; the rest of the tower is 15th century. The majority of the church was rebuilt in red sandstone in 1867. An east window commemorates Birmingham artist David Cox 1783-1859. Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Hamstead Road
 St Mary, Handsworth Parish Church was mentioned in 1200. The lower part of the 15th-century tower is late 12th-century. A 14th-century piscina survives and an early 16th-century window in the north chapel. The porch is early 18th-century. 
The church was altered and extended in 1820 and the Watt chapel built with further extension 1876-80. There are memorials to Boulton, Watt and Murdock.


@ @ @   B25 Yardley Church Road
 St Edburgha, Yardley Parish Church is a substantial medieval church enlarged but still with much of its early appearance. Documentary evidence dates a church here to 1165. A south doorway and the south wall of the chancel survive from the early 13th century; this poorer quality masonry may well be of very local stone - an outcrop of red sandstone was to be found at Glebe Farm at the north end of the parish. Much of the church is built in decorated style c1290-1370; the high chancel arch is 14th-century; at this time north and south transepts were added and the chancel extended. The porch is of carved oak and is 15th-century as are the embattled west tower with its large sandstone blocks and the crocketted spire by master mason Henry Ulm; the north aisle also dates from this time. On the wall at the west end are many grooves believed to have been made by sharpening of arrows - Edward IV made archery practice compulsory on Sundays and feast days to guard against the threat of invasion; all men aged 16-60 should own a longbow of their own height and each township was required to set up archery butts or targets; the statute was revived by Henry VIII 1543 for fear of French invasion and fell into abeyance in the 17th century. In the tower arch the tomb of Thomas Est and his wife d.1462; in the chancel brass memorial of Isabel Wheler d.1598.

Yardley was one of the properties granted to Catherine of Aragon in her divorce settlement with Henry VIII: a reminder of her first marriage to Prince Arthur is the Tudor north door of the above which is carved the pomegranate of Aragon and the Tudor rose. After her death Yardley reverted to the king. 

The chancel was again lengthened 1890, a north-east vestry added and the south transept partly rebuilt. A new roof was built 1926 supported by steel girders but with the ancient beams bolted beneath them. New stone courses were set on the top of the aisle walls with corbels with the two oldest spellings of Yardley’s name, the diocesan, royal and family arms, and the pomegranate and rose.

Inside is the panelled pulpit 1627, stained glass Last Supper by Hardman 1892 in the west window; two flagons 1651, paten and chalice 1727. In the chancel is a notably elaborate monument of Rev Dr Henry Greswolde d.1700 showing Greswolde and his wife at prayer within a curtained cave and medallions of their 11 children framing the recess. A marble vase by Peter Hollins also in the chancel commemorates Edmund Greswolde d.1863; Edward Est d.1703 relief bust in the south transept; Job Marston d.1701 has a black tablet surrounded by cherubs on the north side of the chancel arch. 8 bells. 
The church is surrounded by a graveyard which was extended to the north 1833.
This is a Grade I Listed building.


@ @ @   B26 Sheldon Church Road/ Ragley Drive
 St Giles, Sheldon Parish Church
The nave has a fine carved roof of 1330, the north aisle was added c1350. The tower was built by Henry Ulm 1461 and the nave extended; the south porch is early 16th-century.

The nave and chancel were rebuilt 1867. However, this is substantially a good medieval survival.


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Rectory Road/ Old Church Hill
 St Laurence (Lawrence), Northfield Parish Church
A priest is mentioned in Northfield in Domesday Book, therefore an Anglo-Saxon is likely. A Norman doorway c1170 has been reset in the north aisle and can be seen from outside the church; this is a rare Norman survival in Birmingham. The 13th century chancel replaced an earlier building and is complete and almost unaltered, the south aisle was added in the 14th century, the roof raised in the 15th century. Hannoverian arms hang over the tower arch. 
In the 19th century the north aisle was built in 14th century style. A good medieval survival. Grade I Listed.


@ @ @   B36 Castle Bromwich Old Chester Road
 St Mary & St Margaret, the chapel of Castle Bromwich Hall, was a Norman stone chapel which is believed still to exist within the brick-encased chancel. This chapel-of-ease of Aston church, is first recorded in documentary evidence 1165 (BIBLIOGRAPHY Chattock 1884). Evidence of the original sandstone Norman chapel, now encased in the brick chancel, can be seen in Beighton’s drawing (Dugdale 1730) and is believed to be visible around the external base of the chancel of the present building; an opening wooden panel concealing the aumbry on the north wall of the sanctuary reveals a portion of wall made entirely of sandstone blocks.
It was greatly extended to almost its present size during the Middle Ages (15th century?) as a large timber-framed building much like a medieval hall.
The church was rebuilt 1726-1731 in English renaissance style and is one of only some 170 of 8000 pre-Victorian churches nationally to survive in its largely unrestored state. Whereas most squire’s pews, vicar’s pews, box pews, galleries, tiered pulpits, round-arched windows and ceilings were removed in the 19th century, Castle Bromwich has survived largely intact. However, when rebuilt 1726 the timber frame of the medieval chapel was not destroyed but encased in brick. Plaster pillars in the church conceal medieval oak supports and it is possible to view the complete medieval oak roof which is still in place. Such encasement was widely practised on domestic buildings especially in town centres to modernise their appearance in Georgian times, but its use on a church building is unique in Birmingham and extremely rare nationally. Inside the roof space above the chancel arch can also be seen the medieval chancel arch and evidence of the rood screen; the roof timbers are reinforced at the west end suggesting the position of the original bell tower. The chapel became a parish church 1878.

Grade 1 Listed 


@ @ @   B38 Kings Norton The Green/ Back Lane
 St Nicholas, Kings Norton Parish Church
Two reset windows in the chancel remain of the church’s Norman origin; these are rare 12th-century survivals in Birmingham. The church was rebuilt in the late 13th- and again in the 14th century in sandstone and has a 15th-century tower by Henry Ulm and south porch.
The roof was raised 1615 and the north aisle added 1872 using old materials. Grade I Listed.


@ @ @   B72 Sutton Coldfield Town Centre Coleshill Street
 Holy Trinity, Sutton Parish Church
Early 13th-century plinths and buttresses in the lower part of the east wall of the chancel can be seen of the medieval building. The tower is 15th century; Bishop Vesey added the north and south chapels, nave, aisles and porch c1533.
The nave collapsed 1759, was rebuilt and the roof was raised 1874-79, the outer north aisle and vestries were added and the church extensively restored 1929. Grade A Local Listing.
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Medieval Deer Parks and later
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Deer parks existed in Anglo-Saxon times but were made viable by the introduction of fallow deer c1100 from Sicily; these were more manageable than native red deer. Parks became popular after the Norman Conquest and by 1200 every wealthy landowner had one. By 1300 there were over 3000 deer parks in England usually created in existing woodland. They were especially common in wooded areas such as the Forest of Arden. Creating a deer park required royal permission which had to be paid for and involved a great amount of labour digging ditches and building banks topped with palings or thorny hedges. Sometimes fenced compartments were made within the park to prevent new plantations and coppiced woodland from being eaten by deer. Parks were expensive to create and also to maintain. Towards the end of the Middle Ages they declined in popularity but were revived under Henry VIII and again in the 18th century by landscape gardeners such as Capability Brown.

(BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B5 City Centre/ Digbeth - Land south of Digbeth was Holme Park, north of Digbeth and east of Moor Street was Little Park, both belonging the manor of Birmingham.


@ @ @   B8 Ward End Park was set up around Ward End Hall by John Bond a rich Coventry cloth merchant in 1512; it lay between the Wash Brook in Ward End Park, Wallbank, St Margarets Road and Bromford Lane.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Park lay west of the present Aston Hall between Birchfield Road and Lichfield Road, Witton Lane and Victoria Road. It survived as parkland until sold for housing in the 19th century. Land immediately around Aston Hall is now a public park.


@ @ @   B15 Harborne Metchley Park east of Metchley Lane belonged to the de Birmingham family.


@ @ @   B16 Rotton Park - Rotton Park was a deer park belonging to the manor of Birmingham; the de Berminghams were absentee landlords and the park had fallen into decay by the 16th century. It was disparked before 1553. The bounds of the park were probably Dudley Road, Ladywood Middleway, Hagley Road, Sandon Road, and Shireland Brook - roughly Willow Avenue, Gilbert Road, Shenstone Road. (See BIBLIOGRAPHY TBWAS 66)


@ @ @   B26 Sheldon

Land around Kents Moat was emparked by Sir Edward Digby during the 15th century. The hall had been demolished some 100 years previously.

@ @ @   B74 Sutton Park - Land between the River Tame and Bourne Brook was a Royal Forest of the Mercian and later the Norman kings. In 1126 Henry I exchanged the Manor of Sutton for two manors in Rutland belonging to the Earl of Warwick. At the death of William de Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick 1298 the boundary of the Chase stretched along the River Tame from Salford Bridge via Perry Barr and Barr Beacon, then from the source of Bourne Brook north of Barr Beacon to its confluence with the River Tame near Drayton Manor, then back along the Tame to Salford Bridge. When Henry VIII granted Sutton Coldfield its royal charter of incorporation 1528 the land came to the corporation. Bishop Vesey used the land for the benefit of the Sutton poor but at his own expense emparked over 1000 hectares of Sutton Park roughly as it is today. Earthworks, banks and ditches, remain of park boundaries at Pool Hollies, Lower Nuthurst, Upper Nuthurst, west of Hollyhurst and also at Streetly Lane. (See BIBLIOGRAPHY TBWAS 89) BSMR


By 1300 there were deer parks at Handsworth, Weoley Castle and Yardley.
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HOME to MEDIEVAL CONTENTS
GAZETTEER

Medieval Fishponds (and later)
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HOME to MEDIEVAL CONTENTS
Using natural ponds and damming rivers to make fishponds must have been carried out from earliest times. Fish was an important source of protein especially in winter. Mill pools were used for fishing from Anglo-Saxon times until this century as were medieval moats. The following is a list of some likely medieval (or earlier) fishponds. There must have been many more and many subsequently.

@ @ @   B6 Aston Ettington Road/ Prestbury Road - Warwickshire Great Pool on ‘Shire Brook’ (no surviving name - see Jones 1978)

@ @ @   B6 Aston Aston Lane/ Witton Road - Staffordshire Pool on ‘Shire Brook’

@ @ @   B6 Aston Trinity Road/ Witton Lane - Dovehouse Pool on ‘Shire Brook’ now the site of Aston Villa FC
@ @ @   B6 Aston Holte Road - two pools near the old moated Aston Hall near the confluence with River Tame


@ @ @   B11 Sparkbrook Golden Hillock Road/ Walford Road - Danford Lake on the Spark Brook, Golden Hillock Road being the dam. This pool to the east of the road was probably drained when a feeder was taken from the brook to supply the Warwick canal.


@ @ @   B13 Wake Green/ Swanshurst Yardley Wood Road/ Swanshurst Lane - Coldbath Pool was a fishpond which survives on the west side of the road at the east end of Moseley Golf Course. The valley of Coldbath Brook/ Bulley Brook, which rises near the top of Cambridge Road in Kings Heath, was dammed to make four main pools and some ponds. At 2½ hectares this was the largest, but has silted up to half that size. It was owned by the Grevises of Moseley until 1766 when John Taylor bought the lordship and lands. Moseley Golf Course bought part of the lakeside 1892 and the rest between 1902-1919. There is no public access to the lake.
@ @ @   B13 Wake Green/ Swanshurst Yardley Wood Road/ Swanshurst Lane - Swanshurst Pool/ Grove Pool/ Moseley New Pool/ Swanshurst Slade Pool was made c1759 by Henry Giles as a fishpond by constructing an earth dam across the valley of a tiny brook which used to rise near the top of Brook Lane. A fish hatchery pond was dug beside the dam. The name 'Moseley' derives from the fact that it was the property of the Grevis family of Moseley. It was called 'New' Pool to distinguish it from three pools on adjacent Coldbath Brook. The 'Grove' is the clump of beech trees on the north bank. In the 1930s the dam collapsed and was rebuilt with a central outflow. From 1922 the 2 hectare pool and fields of Ivyhouse Farm have been Swanshurst Park, bought by the City from the Taylor family.

@ @ @   B16 Bearwood Portland Road/ Ridgeway - fishpond on Shireland Brook, now a school playing field
@ @ @   B16 Edgbaston Reservoir Road - Roach Pool (Ladywood Brook) now submerged under the canal feeder Edgbaston Reservoir belonged to the Birmingham manorial deer park, Rotton Park.


@ @ @   B17 Rotton Park Bernard Road - hollow discernible on playing fields


@ @ @   B18 Hockley Lodge Road/ Icknield Street - Little Hockley Pool on Ladywood Brook now gone
@ @ @   B18 Hockley New Spring Street - fishpond on Ladywood Brook now gone
@ @ @   B18 Hockley Spring Hill/ Ellen Street - fishpond now gone
@ @ @   B18 Soho Factory Road - Hockley Great Pool (Hockley Brook aka. Aston Brook aka. River Bourn) between South Road and Park Road was made c1659 as a fishpond and only later used as a mill reservoir.
@ @ @   B18 Winson Green Musgrave Road - fishpond east of Musgrave Road on Winson Green Brook now gone


@ @ @   B26 Acocks Green/ South Yardley Clay Lane - possible Anglo-Saxon fishpond west of Clay Lane which was the dam. The Anglo-Saxon name for this area was Tenchlee, ‘tench (a type of fish) clearing’. A pool/ bog, Deep More, existed until Victorian times when it was used for sewage disposal and then as filled as a rubbish tip.


@ @ @   B28 Yardley Wood Priory Road/ Coton Grove - Bamptons Pool which still exists was later used as additional water supply for Bach Mill. Priory Road crosses the pool dam.


@ @ @   B29 Weoley Castle Alwold Road - There were fishponds at Weoley Castle one documented 1273; there is archaeological evidence of one east of the moat.


@ @ @   B32 Frankley Church Hill - fishpond at Frankley Hall moated site


@ @ @   B36 Castle Bromwich Chester Road - 2 fishponds, one now infilled at Castle Bromwich Hall Gardens.


@ @ @   B45 Gannow Green Devon Road/ Boleyn Road - fishpond at Gannow Green Manor moated site


@ @ @   B66 Smethwick Foundry Lane - Pig Mill Pool (on Shireland Brook and Hockley Brook aka. Aston Brook) was later used as a mill pool and is now the site of Black Patch Recreation Ground.


@ @ @   B73 Sutton Coldfield Sutton Park - Wyndley Pool was one of the five pools built with expensive stone dams by the Earl of Warwick in the reign of King Henry V 1413-1422 and may be the oldest pool in the park.
@ @ @   B74 Sutton Coldfield Sutton Park - Bracebridge Pool was made before 1419 specifically for bream and leased by Richard Earl of Warwick to Sir Ralph Bracebridge of Kingsbury as part of the manor of Sutton; it was bought by the Warden of Sutton Park from the Hartopp family with money from the sale of land to the North-Western Railway Company. A gothic-style cottage was rebuilt in the late 19th century, used as a tea house for many years sometimes known as the Boathouse, was reputedly originally a hunting lodge and visited by King Henry VII. Keepers Pool was built by John Holte, Keeper of Sutton Chase in the reign of King Henry VI 1422-1461; open-air baths were opened here 1887.


@ @ @   B75 Reddicap Heath/ Sutton Coldfield Ox Leys Road - There are fish ponds at Langley Hall manor house built before 1300 visible from the nearby public footpath.
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 Medieval Watermills

Introduction

(For water- and windmills of other periods see Mills in the main A-Z Index.)

(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Victoria County History of Warwickshire 1964 Vol 7

and John Morris Jones The Waters of Birmingham and Local Rivers as Sources of Power.)
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BACK to Norman Watermills
FORWARD to Post-medieval Watermills
Although known to the Romans, the use of waterwheels was brought to this country by the Anglo-Saxons. Other than the use of human or animal labour this was the only type of power available. The earliest type of mill used a paddle wheel, set horizontally or, more usually, vertically in the stream. A timber frame beside the stream supported the wheel, the lower third of which was in the water and turned by its flow; this is known as an undershot wheel. There were early developments in the Anglo-Saxon period. Irregular water supply was controlled by building a weir. A dam of earth, reinforced with stone and timber might be built with a sluice supplying water to the wheel, and at the opposite end of the weir, a floodgate to release excess water. A millhouse might be built over the wheel which steadied its vibrations, provided dry storage for grain and flour a home for the miller. On all but the smallest streams, to avoid flooding, it became the practice to build the mill on a side channel and not on the river itself, the wheel being fed via leats or channels. Later, mill pools were built to ensure a more constant water supply.

Undershot wheels were only 50% efficient at best and needed a good flow of water. Overshot wheels could be 90% efficient and used relatively little water. They were turned by the weight of water falling from above into buckets on the far side of the wheel. However, there had to be decent a fall with a wheel of greater diameter than the fall. This is not a problem in hilly country but in the Birmingham area a contour channel was needed over a mile long to provide such a head. At the mill site a pool was built banked up above the ground level thus retaining the maximum fall. The mill was built against the end of the pool dam and the water flowed from the bottom of the pool down a chute to the wheel. The water at the bottom of the wheel might be lower than the river level at this point, and was discharged into a channel which fed back into the river further downstream. Undershot wheels were therefore the usual installation in this area.

Known from Tudor times but developed in the 18th century especially by John Smeaton, breast wheels were turned by the water falling into the buckets just below the horizontal axis so that the wheel turned against the flow. A smaller fall was required, they were economical of water, produced adequate power, and did not need leats measured in miles. Many mills were rebuilt in the 18th century to accommodate breast-wheel installations.

Watermills were almost invariably owned by the lord of the manor who obliged and charged tenants to use it. All early mills were built exclusively to grind corn. The mill also provided a source of fresh fish, especially eels, which were caught in the weir traps or mill race.

From the Middle Ages, with the increasing importance of wool production as against wheat, some mills were turned over to fulling ie. washing and pre-shrinking woollen cloth by wooden mallets; this was the first industrial process to be mechanised. It had previously been done by foot and was known as walking, hence some mills were referred to as walk mills.

Coal mining and iron production developed around the headwaters of the River Tame. Ore was smelted in small smithies using charcoal with water-powered bellows providing the blast. However, charcoal and water shortages caused smiths to migrate further downstream before the end of the 14th century and into the 15th. The introduction of the water-powered hammer here was relatively late - they had been used in the Weald from the 12th century, but reached the Birmingham area only in the mid-16th century. By the end of that century watermills were being used for iron processes, to power blast furnace bellows smelting iron ore with charcoal, and at finery forges to power tilt hammers which reduced bulky pigs of cast iron into iron bars. The bars were cut into rods at slitting mills and sold on to cutlers and nailmakers. In a number of instances where watermills had been turned over to industrial use corn-grinding windmills were built nearby.

From the 17th century many mills were used for sharpening blades which required little water and could be done on small streams, also drawing wire, grinding gun barrels and other industrial uses.

Much industrial development in Georgian times was concentrated in the town or just outside it, but in the rural hinterland many corn mills were also converted to industry and new mills were built.

During the 19th century some watermills supplemented the unreliable water supply with steam power; initially engines were used simply to pump water back to the millpond for re-use.  As steam power became more efficient it was used to replace the water power to operate the machinery. Some mills ceased to use water power altogether.

The slump in arable farming due to American wheat imports in the 1880s, the invention of roller-mills, the construction of steam mills at ports, and the spread of building across farmland, closed nearly all the watermills by 1910. The last watermills ceased commercial operations c1930, in some cases after continuous use of the site for more than a thousand years. Some mills subsequently became the focus of industrial development and are still industrial sites today.

GAZETTEER

Medieval Watermills

(For water- and windmills of other periods see Mills in the main A-Z Index.)

(BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B5 Edgbaston Edgbaston Road
 Edgbaston Mill (River Rea), site opposite the County Cricket Ground, is recorded as a corn mill 1231 until c1880. Known as Averns Mill from the early 19th century it suffered from lack of water due to other mills upstream. The last known tenant was John Drew 1870s-1880s after which he moved to Ward End Mill to make the self-raising flour for which he became well-known. The Georgian mill building still stood 1896 but has since been demolished. A Victorian mill house stood at the nearby tennis club until c1990. Ordnance Survey 25 inch map 1890 Sheet 53. No visible remains. BSMR (Photograph in Hampson 1999 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY)


@ @ @   B8/ B33 Alum Rock/ Stechford Cotterills Lane/ Station Road
 Stichford Mill/ Stechford Mill (River Cole) on the north side of the Cole above Stechford Bridge was first recorded as a corn mill 1249 owned by Giles de Erdington. It was rebuilt and the pool enlarged in the 18th-century when blades were ground here. It survived until c1840 being finally used for paper making. Balancing lakes for flood prevention may reflect mill watercourses. The mill is not shown on 19th-century Ordnance Survey maps, but the mill house survived until 1929.. BSMR


@ @ @   B11 Hay Mills/ Greet James Road/ Mill Road 
 Hay Mill (River Cole) was here from at least 1495 grinding corn;  it was used to blade grinding probably during the Civil War until c1830; Red Hill windmill probably replaced it for grinding corn. After 1830 the mill was demolished and replaced c100m north of the old site by a larger mill with a larger pool for wire drawing. Machinery from Langley Mill was brought here for the purpose. Wire for the transatlantic cable was made here 1863 by Webster & Horsfall who also had a virtual European monopoly on high-tensile piano wire. The works expanded along the river; steam power was increasingly used to supplement water power which nonetheless was still in use for some processes until the 1920s. The 1830 mill building had been demolished by 1900. When the Tyseley Refuse Works was built during the 1920s most of the watercourses were destroyed, although traces of the original millpool survive. BSMR


@ @ @   B13 Wake Green/ Swanshurst Yardley Wood Road/ Swanshurst Lane
 Lady Mill, Greethurst, Holtes or Coldbath Mill (Coldbath Brook aka Bulley Brook or Greethurst Brook) stood east of Yardley Wood Road and was in use 1437 until c1830, from the 17th century for wire-drawing. The name Lady Mill may refer to St Mary’s Church Moseley. The pool was west of Yardley Wood Road and east of Coldbath Pool; a fishpond survives on the west side of the road at the east end of Moseley Golf Course. When the corn mill went over to wire drawing a post mill was built on the knoll downstream. No visible remains. BSMR


@ @ @   B13/ B28 Greet/ Springfield Stratford Road/ Sarehole Road
 Greet Mill (River Cole) was the manorial corn mill belonging to Greet Hall from at least 1261 until 1800; during the Civil War it was used for blade grinding and later steel rolling. It was rebuilt 1775, and rolled steel in its last days. The mill was out of use by 1843 probably due to lack of water; there were four other mills upstream. The mill was demolished before 1880.

Remains of the mill were found when the River Cole and the millrace were restored to a single channel 1913 for a new bridge to take the trams into Hall Green; no visible remains. Owners of the mill included the Holtes of Aston, the Greswolds of Shaftmoor, the Grevises of Moseley Hall and the Taylors of Bordesley Hall, lords of Yardley. Although not at Greet, this manorial mill was called Greet Mill after Greet manor house at the Cole ford on the Warwick Road. BSMR


@ @ @   B23 Short Heath/ Perry Common
 A mill documented on Hawthorn Brook 1317 is probably Over Mill later Fitters Mill mentioned 1582 as a blade mill. No visible remains. 
Other mills on Hawthorn Brook, precise sites unknown, were Nether Mill later Lanes Mill c1533 a blade, corn and iron mill, another mill formerly for blades later for corn, and Dwarfholes Mill which had gone by 1760. The others were gone by 1887. No visible remains. 
Hawthorn Brook runs from B44 Kingstanding/ New Oscott Kings Road/ Finchley Road between B23 Dovedale Road and Turfpits Lane south to Witton Lakes and into the River Tame.


@ @ @   B25 Yardley/ Bordesley Green Millhouse Road opposite Mintern Road
 Wash Mill (River Cole) or Wodenmill/ Yardley Mill. In 1385 Richard Bradewell was the tenant who restored the timbered mill in return for a lowered rent; the buildings had probably suffered flood damage, a common problem. This was Yardley’s mill and until 1914 remained a twin-wheel corn mill. There was a triangular millpool covering over a hectare here fed by a half-mile leat from the River Cole upstream and taking in two small streams from Red Hill. By 1525 the mill was in decay although the pool was being rented for its fish. About 1750 the mill was rebuilt in brick with farm buildings alongside and ground corn into the early 20th century. The mill and farm were demolished in the late 1920s when the area was developed for municipal housing. After World War 2 the drained pool was infilled with rubble from city bomb sites; it was levelled 1957 and subsequently built over by Kestrel Avenue. Wash derives from Anglo-Saxon gewaesc = ground that is washed over by water; Wodenmill ie. Wood Mill probably refers to a significant surviving stretch of nearby woodland. Ordnance Survey 25 inch map 1888 Sheet 49. No visible remains. BSMR


@ @ @   B28 Yardley Wood/ Solihull Lodge Brompton Pool Road/ Millside
 Colebrook Priory Mill/ Bach Mill/ Bates Mill/ Bamptons Mill (Yardley Wood Brook, River Cole) first recorded 1495 probably belonging to Colebrook Priory which stood at Priory Road/ Nethercote Gardens junction. Priory Road was the dam of Bamptons Pool/ Bach Mill Pool originally a fishpond but later a reserve millpool when Yardley Wood Brook ran low. The mill was rebuilt in the 18th century, was a needle mill by 1843 and rebuilt in brick. It was again a corn mill from c1870 to c1919 when it closed. (See BIBLIOGRAPHY for photograph in Marks 1992) The pool was filled in and the mill demolished c1965 though parts of the leat leading to the pool can be traced. Ordnance Survey 25 inch map 1884 Sheet 64. 

The name of Brompton Pool Road is a map misreading of Bampton. Surrounding and beyond the pool is Priory Fields nature reserve managed by Warwickshire Nature Conservation Trust. BSMR


@ @ @   B28/ B90 Yardley Wood/ Haslucks Green Watwood Road/ Dunard Road/ Geoffrey Road
 An ‘old mill’ (Shirley Brook) shown on Beighton’s map 1725 (Dugdale 1730); it probably ceased work not longer afterwards. The hollow of its pool may still be seen between the back gardens of Watwood Road, Geoffrey Road and Dunard Road; the 1843 tithe map names Pool Meadow here.

@ @ @   B31 Northfield Hawkesley Mill Lane/ Steel Lane 
 Hawkesley Mill (River Rea) or Tessall Mill, the top mill on the river, stood downstream of Hawkesley Mill Lane and Mill Walk. The first record of a mill at Tessall dates from 1255. It was recorded in 1323 that William de Hazlewell obtained a licence to grant a mill and land to the lord of Hawkesley manor, Richard de Hawkeslow. Further records have survived over the years. In 1671 the mill was held by William Middlemore and in 1843 by Richard Evans, who also ran other local corn mills. The mill appears to have always been used for grinding corn. The mill fell out of use in the early 1880s and its buildings became part of Hawkesley Mill Farm. No visible traces remain. Ordnance Survey 25 inch map 1882 Sheet 64. BSMR


@ @ @   B35 Castle Vale Farnborough Road opposite Rhoose Croft
 ‘Berwood Mill’ - Berwood Hall moated manor house c1160 had a manorial mill probably on Ebrook/ Plantsbrook near its confluence with the River Tame. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B38 Kings Norton Pershore Road South/ Camp Lane
 Hurst Mill (River Rea) is recorded as Kings Norton manorial corn mill 1221 held by Roger Clarke and operated until 1930. In 1625 the mill was jointly owned by Thomas Whorwood and George Guest, the Guest family retaining ownership until the 18th century. The last mill house was built 1860 and the last owner was Thomas Priest 1920-1930; the pond was subsequently filled for river and road improvements and the buildings later demolished. This was probably the last mill in Birmingham to grind corn. A service station now stands on the site. No visible remains. BSMR (Good photographic evidence in Caswell 1997 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY)


@ @ @   B42 Perry Barr Holford Drive
 Holford Mill/ Holdford Mill/ Oldford Mill (River Tame) presumably started life as a corn mill, was a fulling mill as early as 1358, a hammer mill from 1591 and later a blade-grinding mill until 1855 when it was converted to gun-barrel boring. In 1956 part of the buildings were still in use as a store within the ICI works. Ordnance Survey 25 inch map 1884 Sheet 32. BSMR


@ @ @   B42 Perry Perry Park
 Holbrook Mill (Hol Brook) was a medieval fulling mill converted to an iron finery by 1538. It was rebuilt after a fire 1597 as a furnace for melting and casting iron using water-powered bellows. No visible remains. (See Botham’s map of Handsworth 1794 for Hol Brook mills.)


@ @ @   B72 Sutton Coldfield Maney Upper Holland Road

 Holland Mill (Plantsbrook/ East Brook/ Ebrook) was used from the mid-18th century for grinding gun barrels.

@ @ @   B75 Falcon Lodge Sutton Coldfield Lindridge Road
 Langley Mill (Colletts Brook) was owned by Langley Hall, Ox Leys Road, which was owned by the De Bereford family 1298. The first record of the corn mill dates from 1604 when ownership of the pool, Langley Pool was granted to Edward Pudsey of Langley Hall. A second pool, Lindridge Pool was dug upstream 1697. By 1888 the mill buildings had disappeared but both pools and watercourses remain as nature reserves on the sewage works site. The mill appears on a John Snape estate map of 1776, Sutton Corporation survey map of 1811 and 1857 parish valuation map. BSMR


@ @ @   B76 Minworth/ Water Orton Water Orton Lane
 Minworth Mill (River Tame) ground corn here from the 14th to the late 19th century, from c1750 it was also used for boring gun barrels. The last known miller was George Warner in 1872. An industrial estate half a mile west of Water Orton Bridge now stands on the site but traces of watercourses are visible. BSMR
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Probable Medieval Windmills

(For water- and windmills of other periods see Mills in the main A-Z Index.)
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FORWARD to Post-medieval Windmills
Windmills for grinding corn and are found in England from the 12th century and by their size and high position would have been significant local landmarks. The earliest were post mills which consisted of a movable wooden structure holding the sails and internal grinding mechanism all of which could be rotated on massive central post on a bearing at the top. They needed constant maintenance and repair and were generally replaced by tower mills, fixed brick or stone buildings often built on a raised mound of which only a wooden cap holding the sails rotated. Smock mills similarly constructed but of wood are found from late Tudor times.

There are no visible traces of any Birmingham windmills, however, Danzey Green Windmill at Avoncroft Museum of Buildings near Bromsgrove is well worth a visit.

(BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B20 Hamstead Elmbank Grove
 Windmill Hill is recorded in Samuel Botham Survey of 1794, but Hamstead Mill was long gone by then, not appearing on Browne’s 1682 county map nor on Beighton’s map surveyed 1722-25. The work of the windmill was probably transferred to the nearby watermill. No visible remains. BSMR


@ @ @   B21 Soho Grasmere Road
 Soho Windmill is evidenced by Little Windmill Hill 1794, but there was no mill there 1682. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B23 Stockland Green Slade Road
 Slade Mill which stood between Slade Road and Brookvale Park had gone by the early 18th century but is evidenced on maps by Windmill Hill. No visible remains. BSMR


@ @ @   B26 Lyndon Green/ Garretts Green Elmay Road/ Benedon Road/ Larne Road
 Lyndon Green Mill is not shown on early 18th-century maps but is evidenced by Windmill Close in the 1840 Sheldon tithe apportionment and map. No visible remains. BSMR


@ @ @   B28 Yardley Wood Windmill Road/ Coton Grove/ Priory Road
 Bach Mill, a wooden post windmill stood at Windmill Road and possibly belonged to Colebrook Priory which stood south of Bamptons Pool. It was replaced by 1644 by a brick mill in Coton Grove which ground corn until c1890. It appears on Yates’ 1789 map of Warwickshire and is marked on Taylor’s 1800 Worcestershire map; demolished 1957. No visible remains - see BIBLIOGRAPHY for photograph Marks 1992). BSMR


@ @ @   B29 Shenley Shenley Lane
 Shenley Fields Mill, probably medieval in origin was recorded in Upper Shenley Fields 1692. It is not shown on the Northfield Tithe Map of 1839. No visible remains. BSMR


@ @ @   B30 Northfield/ Cotteridge Hawthorne Road
 Middleton Hall Windmill, probably medieval in origin was demolished before 1722. Windmill Hill is shown on Northfield Tithe Map 1840. No visible remains. BSMR


@ @ @   B33 Glebe Farm/ Kitts Green Folliot Road
 Windmill - no visible remains. BSMR


@ @ @   B72 Maney Hill Sutton Coldfield Monkseaton Road
 Maney Mill is Birmingham’s earliest record of a windmill 1309. It was rebuilt a number of times. This is believed to be the site of a Bronze Age standing stone of unknown origin taken for use as a padstone for the windmill. A padstone was a stone used underneath the uprights of a timber-framed building to prevent the timber from sinking and from rotting in the soil; stone is not a readily available commodity in the Birmingham area and would always have been recycled whenever possible. There are no visible remains and the whereabouts of the padstone are unknown. BSMR


FORWARD to Post-medieval Windmills
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Key Points -

Tudor Birmingham increased its status as a prosperous market town. A wide variety of trades were practised; wool and leather were important and iron making had begun. Locally dairy farming increased. National prosperity led to increased rebuilding and refurbishment of houses which was also evident in the Birmingham area. The population of England may have reached 3 million by the beginning of the 15th century.

This was a period of quite severe climatic conditions. The period 1500-1850 is known as the Little Ice Age.

Tudor Population

After the population slump of the Middle Ages the population of England grew rapidly from the mid-16th to the mid-17th century. By 1600 numbers reached 5 million, about the same as before the Black Death 1349.

The town of Birmingham had a population of c1000 by 1500, about the same as in 1300. Because of the decrease in national population this represents an increase compared to elsewhere in the area. Death rates, especially amongst children, were higher in towns than in the country and the population was maintained by continuing immigration from nearby areas of Warwickshire, Worcestershire and Staffordshire. There were perhaps 200+ houses in the town squeezed into a small area comprising Digbeth/ Deritend, Edgbaston Street, High Street, Moor Street and lower New Street with many small side alleys. They would have been timber-framed houses of which only the Old Crown in Digbeth and the more typical Golden Lion in Cannon Hill Park survive.

The Domesday population of Birmingham manor was probably only 50 people.

In 1300 the town of Birmingham had a population of perhaps 1500.

The Black Death c1350 may have cut this to 750 or to as low as 500.

The population grew to c1000 by 1500

and by 1550 was 1500;

by 1650 it had risen to 5000.

During the 17th century Birmingham’s population increased fivefold and, despite plagues in 1626, 1631, 1637, 1654 and 1665, some 15 000 people lived in Birmingham town by 1714.
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Tudor Agriculture

BACK to Medieval Agriculture
FORWARD to Georgian Agriculture
Birmingham agriculture was already biased towards cattle rearing but the increasing population encouraged more land to be brought into use for grain production and more cattle to be used for dairy rather than for beef. Dairying is more labour intensive than beef and this helped provide employment at a difficult time for many.

At this time the manor of Birmingham was lost by the de Birmingham family and the demesne, the manorial fields were enclosed as was Rotton Park, the manorial hunting ground. These open lands were split into smaller hedged closes, some 150 in Rotton Park, maximum size c5ha.

This is a tiny selection of likely Tudor farms; there must have been many more:

@ @ @   B16 Rotton Park Dudley Road
 Birmingham Heath Farm was not actually on Birmingham Heath which roughly equates to modern Winson Green. It stood on the Dudley Road west of Rotton Park Road and may date from the enclosure of Rotton Park or earlier. It was demolished due to the construction of City Road 1889. No visible trace.


@ @ @   B17 Bearwood Willow Avenue/ Hickory Drive
 Beaks Farm/ The Beaks dates from after the enclosure of Rotton Park and disappeared towards the end of the 19th century. No visible trace.


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Weymoor Road

First mentioned 1587 Weymoor Farm/ Whitehouses lost most of its farmland for housing development from 1932 although the house was occupied by the Stockton family who had worked the farm from the 1920s until demolition 1965. (Photograph in Clarke 1994 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY)

Tudor Industry

FORWARD to Georgian Industry
FORWARD to Victorian Industry
Industrial activity in the Birmingham area was largely based on farming and practised part-time by people primarily involved in agriculture.

Wool was farmed, processed locally and sold at Birmingham market. The wool trade employed a variety of workers: shearmen, fullers and dyers. Holford Mill was fulling in 1358.

Leather, another agricultural product, was tanned and traded locally as well as being made into saddles. Tanners Row was a small street on the site of Digbeth Institute close to the River Rea, west of the Rea Bridge.

Also around the area tiles were made using local clay and woodwork was widely practised using the abundant local timber.

The national population increase led to high agricultural prices; and increased money in the hands of farmers led to much building and rebuilding, furnishing and refurbishing which in turn found employment for many. Local crafts at the end of the 16th- and beginning of the 17th century included brick-making, tilemaking, brick-laying, thatching, carpentery, barrel-making, sawing, joining, turning, wheelmaking, weaving, carding and spinning.

Small-scale iron founding had probably begun in the 15th century but is first recorded in the 16th century. Iron was mined in the Black Country, but Black Country timber was already becoming scarce and some industry relocated in the Tame valley where wood and water-power were more readily available:

1538 iron bloomery forge at Perry
1548 iron hammer mill at Handsworth
1591 furnace on Holbrook at Perry Barr
1591 Holford fulling mill converted to finery forge
1605 Bromford finery set upon River Tame
1615 furnace on Hockley Brook aka. Aston Brook at Aston.


Blast furnaces used water to drive the bellows and were built on side-streams.

Finery forges needed more water to raise the heavy tilt-hammers and were built on the main river.

Iron products included scythes, horse-bits, knives, locks, arrowheads, nails and wire. 202 smithies are recorded in 1683 in the Birmingham area, the majority in Digbeth and Deritend, with as many again in the surrounding rural area though more widely spread than in the town.
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Birmingham Market in Tudor Times
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BACK to Birmingham Medieval Market
FORWARD to Victorian markets
Birmingham market was the focus of increased agricultural and industrial activity and was flourishing in Tudor Times. At the top of Digbeth by St Martin’s Church was the Corn Market; the Beast Market (ie. cattle) stretched along High St with the English market at the Digbeth end and the Welsh market at Dale End. Also on sale were sheep and horses, linen and woollen cloth, leather goods, iron, steel and brass goods as well as farm produce and domestic goods for the town dwellers and country visitors. Industries were concentrated on both of sides of the Rea along Digbeth and Deritend.

@ @ @   B2 City Centre High Street/ New Street junction

 The market Toll House/ Toll Booth stood at the junction of High Street and New Street almost blocking access to New Street which was entered through an arched gateway. The Toll House was the local administrative centre where the Court Leet of the manor met and where local justice was dealt out. In the 16th century it was known as Leather Hall where leather was assayed; the basement was used as the town jail. The building was demolished 1728 by the lord of the manor and replaced by 3 houses which further blocked the main thoroughfare; the road was not finally cleared until 1776.

Birmingham Market

Contemporary Documentary Evidence

The 1529 Survey or Particulars of the Lordship of Byrmynghame was made when the manor up for sale and gives details of how the market operated in Tudor times:

There is ij (2) Fayres holden ev’y yere, one upon Holy Thursdaye (ie. Whit Thursday) and M’kett ones a weke upon Thursdaye & hit begynyth at X (10) of the clok before none (noon) & lasteth until iij (3) of the clock at aftr none & there is shewe of al’ man’r of Beste and ev’y Straunger beyng not fre of the M’kett doth paye Tolle for ev’ry iij beste that they bye a jd (1 penny) and for every score iiijd (4 pence) and for every C (100) shepe ijd and so doth the seller in lyke wyse and every Straunger being fre of the m’rkett doth pay for the same Tolle but jd a yere and the Burgeyses and Comnrs (ie. people living in the town) of the Towne paye no Tolle.
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John Leland’s Visit to Birmingham

Contemporary Tudor Documentary Evidence
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In 1533 John Leland (1506?-1552) was appointed Henry VIII’s antiquary, one of his duties being to report to the king on collections of books and manuscripts around the country. On his travels round England he wrote a geography and history of the places he visited.


In 1538 John Leland rode on horseback through Birmingham, having come from Alvechurch to Kings Norton, along the Alcester Road and Moseley Road and into town. He travelled out along the Lichfield Road, over Salford Bridge (Spaghetti Junction), via Erdington to Sutton Coldfield and on to Lichfield: from medieval times this route from Worcester to Lichfield and beyond was known as ‘one of the four great roads of England’.

(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Leland 1535)

 (Brackets are editorial.)

Northeton (Kings Norton) is a praty uplandyshe towne in Warwike-shire (actually Worcestershire), and there be some faire howsys in it of staplears, that use to by wolle. There is a faire churche (St Nicholas) and a goodly piramis of stone over the bell frame. There rennithe a litle brooke (River Rea) at the est end of the towne.

Good plenty of wood and pasture and meatly good corne betwixt Alchirch (Alvechurch), and Northton. And lykewise betwixt Northton and Bremischam (Birmingham) that be distaunt from othar 5.miles.

I cam thoroughe a praty strete or evar I enteryd into Bremischam toune. This strete, as I remember, is caullyd Dyrtey (Deritend), in it dwelle smithes and cuttelers, and there is a brooke (River Rea) that devydithe this strete from Bremisham. Dyrtey is but an hamlet or membre longynge to (Aston) paroche therby and is clene seperated from Bremischam paroche.

There is at the end of Dyrtey a propre chaple (St John’s, no longer there) and mansion howse of timbar (the Old Crown), hard on the rype (bank) as the brooke cummithe down, and as I went thrwghe the forde by the bridge, the watar ran downe on the right hond, and a few miles lowere goithe into Tame rypa dextra (on the right bank).

This broke risethe, as some say, a 4. or 5. miles above Bremicham toward the Blake Hills (Clent Hills; actually it rises on Waseley Hill) in Worcestershire. This broke above Dyrtey brekethe into 2. armes that a litle benethe the bridge close agayne.

The bewty of Bremischam, a good market towne in the extreme partes that way of Warwike-shire, is in one strete goynge up alonge almoste from the left ripe of the broke up a mene hille by the lengthe of a quartar of a mile. I saw but one paroche churche in the towne. There be many smithes in the towne that use to make knives and all maner of cuttynge tooles, and many lorimers that make byts, and a great many naylors. So that a great parte of the towne is mayntayned by smithes.

The smithes there have yren (iron) out of Staffordshire and Warwike-shire and see (sea) coale (coal as opposed to charcoal) out of Staffordshire.

A mile beyond Bremischam I passyd over Sharford-bridge (Salford Bridge) of 4. arches of stone. Tame river goythe under this bridge, and the castle of Dudley is on this ryver a 6. miles above Sharford-bridge (not true). There be faire medows about Sharford-bridge.

From Sharford to Southeton (Sutton) is a 4. miles by sandy grownde, betar wooyd than fertile of whete. For the common corne there is some rye, barley, and ots. There be foure lodges in Southton Chace, Colfeld, Bere wood, Linderige, Hille-wood. The soyle is sandy and dry, and good for conyes (rabbits).

The towne of Southeton apon Colefeeld stondinge in Colefeld hethe was in estimation in the Erele of Warwiyks tyme, and had a market privelegyd. The erles of Warwike had a meane manar place there, a park and chace. Some say Richard Beauchampe Erle of Warwike in Henri the 5 dayes made 5 goodley pooles there withe great costly heddes of stone; the Mille Poole, Cross Poole, Wyndle Poole, Kepers poole, Bracebridge Poole, all 5 in the parke. One of them is yet there seene, but agayne the west end of the paroche church of Southtown. The heade of this pole servithe for a way into the towne; it is a strong waule of stone, and there is an arche in it thrwghe the whiche a broket (Plantsbrook/ Est Brook/ Ebrook) coming out of the poole rennithe, and dryvethe a mill. (B73 Sutton Mill Mill Street)

The othar pooles be now made dry grownd by policye, and where they were is now good medow ground. There was a lodge or meane manar place at Southton on an hille by west from the paroche churche in erle Richarde’s tyme: there was a chaple of St. Blase in the manor place. Nevyll Erle of Warwike made a praty hawle of timbar there. (B73 Sutton Manor Manor Drive)

After that the erledom of Warwike was attayntyd and cam to the King’s hand, the towne of Southton stondynge in a baren soyle fell dayly to decay, and the market was clene forsaken.

John Harman, alias Veysey, Bisshope of Excestar borne in this towne, much manetynge the decay of it got a new prevelege of Kynge Henry the 8. for restorynge the market there, and began to repayre and build new howses ther, and furtharmore obtayned licence to deforest the chace there; whereupon he buildyd dyvars praty howsys of stone in the forest, and plantyd his pore kynesmen in them, allotynge ground conveniently unto the howsys, for the whiche the tenaunts bere the Kynge a mean rent (see Blbliography TBWAS 64 Vesey houses); besydes this the place where the Erle of Warwiks old howse was, is now convertyd to the use of a fermars howse, and in it dwellythe one of the bisshop’s kynesmen. The byshope hathe also instituyd there a gramer-schole and endweyd it with lands. (Bishop Vesey Grammar School 1528 originally near Holy Trinity Church)

He hath also buildyd there a praty pile of brike (Moor Hall B75 Moor Hall Drive), where he sometyme lyethe. This pile stondythe in a grove about half a mile from Sowthtowne churche by northe. Good frewte trees sett there by the byshope grow with some difficultie. He built also the north and south part or isles of the church and the steeple, and erected a neate monument for himselfe in the wall of the north isle. (B72 Holy Trinity Church Coleshill Street)

Thus is Southtown by Harman set at a good stay and dayly encreaseth.

From Southetonne to Lichefeld a 5. miles by ground reasonably well woodyd and pastured, but not very apte to bere good corne, as a ground full of hethe and ferne in many placis.

from Leland’s Itinerary 1535-1543
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The Report of King Henry VIII’s Commissioners

Contemporary Tudor Documentary Evidence
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The Guild of the Holy Cross, Gilda Sancte Cruce de Birmingham was attached to St Martin’s Church. Despite a favourable report from the Royal Commissioners 1545, it was dissolved with all other guilds after 1547 under Edward VI:

The seyd Gylde was ffounded by Thomas Sheldone and others in the xvjth (16th) yere of King Edward the Second (actually the 9th year of Richard II) to ffynd certayne prests to syng dyvyne servyce in the parishe churche aforseyde for ever; And to praye ffor the soules of the same ffounders.

And in the same towne of Byrmyngham there be MM (2000) houselynge people.

And, at Ester tyme, all the prestes of the same Gilde, wt. dyvers other, be not sufficient to mynyster the sacraments and sacramentalls unto the seyde peaple.

Also, there be dyvers pore peaple ffounde, ayded, and suckared, of the seyde Gylde, as in muney, Breade, Drynke, Coles: and, whene any of them dye, thay be buryed very honestlye at the costes and charges of the same Gilde, with dyrge and messe accordyng to the constitucyons of the same Gilde.

Allso theare be mainteigned, with parte of the premisses, and kept in good Reparaciouns, two greate stone bridges, and divers ffoule and dangerous high wayes: the charge whereof the towne of hitsellfe ys not hable to mainteign: So that the Lacke thereof wilbe a greate noysaunce to the kinges majesties Subiectes passing to and ffrom the marches of wales, and an utter Ruyne to the same towne, - being one of the fayrest and most proffittuble townes to the kinges highnesse in all the Shyre. The said towne of Brymyncham, ys a verey mete place; and yt is verey mete and necessarye that theare be a free schoole erect theare, to bring uppe the youthe being boathe in the same towne and nigh thereabout. 

Howselinge people in the same Paroche of Brimyncham, 1800.
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William Camden’s Visit to Birmingham

Contemporary Tudor Documentary Evidence
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William Camden (1551-1623) was a teacher at Westminster School in London and interested in the history and geography of England. Sometime before 1586 Camden had travelled from Kenilworth to Solihull, then along the Warwick Road and Stratford Road into Birmingham. He left the town and headed along the Lichfield Road via Erdington for Sutton Coldfield.

(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Camden 1586)

I saw Solyhill, in which was nothing worth seeing beside the Church.

Next, Bremicham, swarming with inhabitants, and echoing with the noise of Anvils, for here are great numbers of Smiths.

The lower part is very watery. The upper rises with abundance of handsome buildings: and ‘tis none of the least honours of the place, that hence the noble and warlike family of the Bremichams in Ireland had their original and name.

From thence in the extreme point of this County northward, lies Sutton Colefield, in a foresty, unkind, and barren soil; boasting of its native John Voisy, Bishop of Exeter, who in the reign of Henry 8 raised up this little town, then ruinous and decayed, and adorned it with fair buildings, great priveleges and a Grammar-school.

from Camden’s Britannia published in Latin 1586, in English 1610.

William Smith’s Description of Birmingham

Contemporary Tudor Documentary Evidence

(see BIBLIOGRAPHY Smith 1588)

Bromicham (comonly called Bermicham) is a proper town, with a high steple spyre, where a great store of knyves are made, ffor almost all the townes men are cutlers, or smithes. It standeth in the northwest corner of Warwikshyre, within a myle of Staffordshire, in the way from Shrewsbury to London.

From William Smith’s Particular Description of England 1588

Tudor Maps

Birmingham appears on Saxton’s map of Warwickshire & Leicestershire 1576 as part of his undertaking to map all the English counties for Queen Elizabeth I.

William Smith’s 1603 map was based on Saxton’s with added detail.

A detailed conjectural map of Birmingham was made by Bickley & Hill in 1890 using information derived from the 1553 Survey of the manor.

HOME
HOME to TUDOR CONTENTS
GAZETTEER

Surviving Tudor Buildings in Birmingham
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(BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B9 City Centre/ Bordesley Deritend
 The Old Crown is a large timber-framed building said to date from 1368. It is a 5-bay 2-storey building, the upper floor being jettied. The present building is early 16th-century and thought to be the one described in 1538 by John Leland as the ‘mansion howse of timbar’. It is very likely that this was the guildhall itself built c1450 for the Guild of St John the Baptist. The Old Crown was restored 1862 and was a pub until the late 20th century when its state of repair deteriorated. Restored, reopened 1998. Grade II* Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B12 Highgate/ Camp Hill Stratford Place/ Moseley Road/ Camp Hill Middleway
 Camp Hill Farm/ Stratford House 1601 was a substantial yeoman farmer’s house typical of Warwickshire built by Ambrose and Bridget (nee Smalbroke) Rotton whose initials are still over the door and is similar in design to Blakesley Hall, Bridget’s birthplace. It is a relatively late timber-framed house and the quantity of wood used in construction and for ornament was a conscious display of wealth and status. It was subsequently owned by the Rotton family until 1696 and by the Simcox family until 1926, although the last Simcox to live there died in 1854. The house was altered internally in the early 19th century and doors and fireplaces date from that time. 

From 1838 the Birmingham & Gloucester Railway was built on the farmland and in the 1880s the Simcoxes sold land for housing; 1854-c1915 this was the Misses Grimleys’ ladies’ boarding school - the school bell remains visible at the rear of the house. From 1914 the house was leased to Holy Trinity Church, then bought by the LMS railway 1926 who intended to demolish it to expand their extensive Camp Hill Goods Yard. However, by 1930 the railway, probably due to public pressure, had repaired the house and used it as offices. 

After World War 2 the house again fell into disrepair. It was saved and restored by Ivon Adams 1954 and is now rented out as offices. Scheduled Ancient Monument and Grade II* Listed. BSMR (See BIBLIOGRAPHY Kaur 1992 and Simcox 1896)


@ @ @   B13 Springfield/ Billesley Wake Green Road
 Millmead was built 1910 around two Tudor cottages; original Tudor materials are evident in the construction, believed to have been taken from Grove Farm Sparkhill after its demolition in 1897; the oldest part faces the road.


@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath/ Alcester Lanes End Alcester Road South (east side)/ Broad Lane
 Malthouse Farm is a late 16th-century timber-framed with 2 storeys and 3 bays. The building is largely refaced in 18th century brick. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B14 Druids Heath Bells Lane
 Bells Farm, first recorded 1586, rebuilt 1685, was built on a moated site. It is a substantial late 16th-/ mid 17th-century timber-framed farmhouse with brick infilling and retains 17th-century wood panelling and plasterwork in the main rooms. The building was restored in the late 1980s and is Grade II* Listed. BSMR (See above)


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Slack Lane/ College Road
 Handsworth Old Town Hall is a cruck-framed early 16th-century building with brick-infilling and chimney stack dating from c1625; it is possible that the original structure dates from 1465. At one time this was the constable’s house, local court and lock-up. Faced with demolition it was bought by Birmingham Archaeological Society, restored and refitted 1947 to form two dwellings, one now the home of Handsworth Local History Society. Grade II Listed. BSMR (See above)


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Handsworth Golf Course Handsworth Park Lane/ Silvercroft Avenue
 The barn at Park Farm is a 16th-/ 17th-century timber-framed building 5 bays long and 2 storeys high now encased in brick with a c1800 cottage added to the south end. The barn and 18th-century garden walls are Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B23 Erdington Station Road
 Station Road cottages: a timber-framed 16th-century house made into tenements in the 18th century and faced with brick with some 19th-century alteration though with some original timber still exposed. The cottages are believed to have been a barn attached to a substantial farm recorded in 1660. The cottages are specifically recorded in a 1665 document as being in Sheep Street now Station Road and were restored in 1992. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B25 Yardley Blakesley Road
 Blakesley Hall is a substantial timber-framed jettied farmhouse typical of rural Warwickshire infilled with plaster and with an added 17th-century brick kitchen on the north side. Dendrochronological dating 1990 shows the house to have been built in 1590 by Richard Smalbroke. The ground floor has been altered, but the original wall partitions remain upstairs. The hall is well-preserved, furnished in Tudor style and is a City Museum open to the public. Excavations have taken place on the site and there is evidence that a previous building stood here on the site of the present car park east of the hall.


A visitor is centre was been built to the rear of the house 2000. The hall is Grade II* Listed, the range of 18th-century timber-framed barns Grade II. BSMR 


 B27 Acocks Green/ South Yardley Yardley Road/ Francis Road

 Field Gate Farm/ Field House Farm/ Field House was a timber-framed farm house probably 16th-century, with later brick infilling and much altered over the years. It was built beside the gate of the medieval open field, Nether Heyne Field.

@ @ @   B31 Northfield Bunbury Road/ Rectory Road
 Northfield Rectory outhouses are 16th-century timber-framed with an 18th century brick wing, now converted into garages. BSMR


@ @ @   B32 California Stonehouse Lane
 The Stonehouse/ Stonehouse Farm: the east part of the house is built in Elizabethan brick; the west part built in stone over a metre thick is certainly older and may have been the base of a watchtower. A small number of farms were named stone houses because stone rather than timber was a fairly unusual building material in these parts.


@ @ @   B33 Tile Cross Gressel Lane
 Sheldon Hall is the early 16th-century manor house of Sheldon. A large timber-framed house with brick infilling it has brick wings added c1600. The present hall was built on the site of the 12th-century manor house and partly on its moat. The hall is now a restaurant and Grade II* Listed. (See above)


@ @ @   B33 Tile Cross Cooks Lane
 Sheldon Hall Farm barn is 18th century. Grade II. BSMR


@ @ @   B33 Tile Cross East Meadway/ Gressel Lane
 The White Hart Inn has 17th-century timber framing. Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B36 Hodge Hill Collingbourne Avenue
 The Comet public house is a 16th-or early 17th-century timber-framed building which was used as the club house for Castle Bromwich Golf Club 1901 until 1947 at which time the course was built over with housing; the club moved to Maxstoke Castle. It may possibly be Haye House (See above).


@ @ @   B72 Maney/ Sutton Coldfield No.4 Maney Hill Road
 The largest of 5 surviving of houses of the 51 built by Bishop Vesey, this is an early 16th-century 2-storey house of local red sandstone. Original oak beams, wall panelling, spiral staircase, fireplace and floorboards survive. This was formerly a farmhouse, later church property used as the verger’s house and known as Ye Olde Stone House/ the Old Stone House. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B72 Sutton Coldfield Town Centre Mill Street
 Bishop Vesey Grammar School (demolished) was endowed 1540 and stood opposite the south-east corner of the church on the site of the Sons of Rest building. The schoolmaster’s house stood opposite the south-west corner and both were probably built of stone. The school fell down c1700 and was rebuilt after 1734 with a grant from schoolmaster Paul Lowe. The schoolhouse seems to have been demolished c1832 when the graveyard was extended; the school was demolished later and no visible traces remain of either. A drawing of 1815 exists (See Bates 1997 BIBLIOGRAPHY.) BSMR


@ @ @   B75 Four Oaks/ Sutton Coldfield Moor Hall Drive
 The present Moor Hall is a large red-brick house built 1905 by Henman & Cooper for Colonel Ansell of Ansell’s Brewery in Aston; it was sold to builder W Streather who converted it into a hotel and the grounds into the Moor Hall golf course. It was built on the site of a previous Moor Hall which had been built after 1527 in c80 hectares by Bishop Vesey as his own residence. A drawing c1815 shows an 18th-century house built in front of the older one, and an 1895 photograph confirms further additions (See BIBLIOGRAPHY Baxter 1994). The old hall was demolished 1903. BSMR


@ @ @   B75 High Heath/ Sutton Coldfield Withy Hill Road (half way along the north side)
 High Heath Cottage is the smallest surviving Vesey house, early 16th-century, sandstone, with a single room on each floor and unusually a fireplace in each and a surviving stone spiral staircase. Grade II* Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B75 Little Sutton Weeford Road south of Slade Road
 Vesey Grange, early 16th-century Vesey house of stone, much added to, altered and externally modernised mid-20th century but retaining the original stone spiral staircase. Grade II* Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B75 Whitehouse Common/ Sutton Coldfield Tamworth Road/ Weeford Road
 A small early 16th-century incorporated into a late 18th-century house. Grade II* Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B76 Sutton Coldfield Walmley Road opposite Cater Drive and Signal Hayes Road
 Warren House Farm, a Vesey house, early 16th-century cottage of brick and sandstone with a 1671 datestone on the rendered walls; it has oak beams and spiral stair. The barn has exposed timber-framing internally and the house and granary are Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B76 Wylde Green/ Sutton Coldfield Wylde Green Road
 Stone House/ Vesey Cottage/ Ford Keepers Cottage/ Fordkeepers Cottage is a house built by Bishop Vesey of sandstone in the early 16th-century, originally the fordkeeper’s cottage (Ebrook/ Plantsbrook) on the main road from Sutton to Coleshill. Grade II* Listed.
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A memorial bust of John Rogers stood in St John the Baptist Church Deritend B12 High Street/ Chapel House Street; it is now at St Peter & St Paul Aston. He was the son of a local lorimer, born in Deritend c1500, attended the Guild School (The Old Crown) and Cambridge University and became a priest, before taking up an appointment in Antwerp where he met William Tyndale and Bishop Miles Coverdale with whom he made a translation of the Bible into English. He was called back to London on the accession of the protestant Edward VI by the Bishop of London, Nicholas Ridley to a post at St Paul’s Cathedral. He read the first sermon after the proclamation of the Roman Catholic Mary as queen, was arrested and executed at Smithfield by burning 4 February 1555, the first protestant martyr under Queen Mary.
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The history of Tudor Sutton is closely linked to Bishop Vesey.



John Harman was born c1462 at Old Moor Hall, Sutton Coldfield; brought up his mother’s relations he adopted their surname, Vesey. After Oxford Vesey entered the priesthood, was appointed chaplain to Henry VII’s queen, Elizabeth 1489, and when their son became King Henry VIII 1509 Vesey was always a close adviser. He became Bishop of Exeter 1519. On returning to Sutton for his mother’s funeral 1524 and found the town in a sad state of decline, the market place was deserted and the manor house had been demolished.. Sutton had been a prosperous market town under the patronage of the Earls of Warwick, but when Richard Neville Earl of Warwick died 1471, his lands were forfeit to the crown. Henry VIII agreed a charter of incorporation for Sutton 1528 placing town government in the hands of the Warden and Society of the Royal Town of Sutton Coldfield, 24 prominent local inhabitants. Vesey rebuilt the market place, built a town hall, revived local weaving, built bridge and the stone Vesey houses (See above GAZETTEER Surviving Tudor Buildings) and founded the Bishop Vesey Grammar School still in existence. He died at Moor Hall 23 October 1554 and is buried in Holy Trinity Church

Henry VIII while hunting in Sutton Park with Bishop Vesey was suddenly charged by a wild boar. However, before it reached the King it was struck through the heart by an arrow and fell dead. When the king asked for the archer to be brought to him; he was surprised to be presented with a young woman. Henry was then told that she and her family had been dispossessed of their property; he ordered it to be given back to them and presented a Tudor Rose to the woman which he said should henceforth also be the emblem of Sutton Coldfield, allegedly.
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Stuart Maps

John Speed’s 1610 map of Warwickshire was based on Christopher Saxton’s 1576 map; it has a number of inaccuracies, but was widely used by the armies during the Civil War.

The first known picture of Birmingham is to be found in William Dugdale 1656/ 1730 (various editions) Antiquities of Warwickshire. Henry Beighton’s map in Dugdale of Warwickshire and Hemlingford Hundred is inaccurate but has good drawings of local churches. Beighton’s illustrations of Birmingham country houses in editions from 1725 show semi-aerial views of Aston Hall, Edgbaston Hall, Four Oaks Hall, Castle Bromwich Hall.

See also John Ogliby 1675 Britannia for brief strip maps of the king’s highways: the London-Holyhead road is shown via Coventry, Meriden, Coleshill, Curdworth Bridge, Lichfield; the London-Shrewsbury road via Warwick, Birmingham and Smethwick; the Hereford-Leicester road via Bromsgrove, Solihull, Hampton and Meriden.

Philip Lea 1693 used Saxton as a basis, adding detail but retaining errors.

Stuart Birmingham

The town of Birmingham at the end of the Stuart period fitted within the bounds of the Inner Ring Road, Queensway. By 1730 the urban area was contained with Colmore Row (New Hall Lane), Steelhouse Lane, Stafford Street, Park Street, Bromsgrove Street, Hurst Street/ Hill Street (Dudley Street), with dense ribbon development along Digbeth, Deritend High Street and Bordesley High Street.

(See A Picture Map of Birmingham c1730 by Bernard Sleigh 1923.)

The Great Plague 1665

The plague was believed by Birmingham’s first historian William Hutton to have come to Birmingham in a box of clothes by carrier’s cart from London. The carrier stayed at the White Hart Inn which stood until the 18th century on B5 Digbeth between Park Street and Allison Street. It spread rapidly in the densely built-up town. Plague houses would have been marked with a red cross and victims buried outside the town on wasteland at Ladywood Green between B16 Ladywood Middleway and St Vincent St West, later known as the Pest Ground or Pest Heath. When the site was developed for housing in the mid-19th century no record of burials was reported. 

McKenna 1992 finds no evidence of a sudden increase in death rate in the parish registers and from county records believes that the route of the 1665 plague followed Watling Street and bypassed Birmingham and Coventry. Hutton was writing over a hundred years later and his account may record a memory of one of many earlier outbreaks; there were plagues in 1631 and 1637, for instance.
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(BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B6 Aston Witton Lane/ Aston Hall Road
 Aston Hall was built in extravagant Jacobean style for Sir Thomas Holte and was the largest house built in Warwickshire at this time of great rebuilding and one of the last such to be built in Britain. It is likely to have replaced a moated manor house of medieval origin which stood nearer the river. Building started 1618 using rubble from Aston furnace for the foundations and local clay bricks fired on site. Thomas Holte moved in 1631 but the house was not finally completed until 1635.


Built in red brick with darker brick diaper patterning, a main block faces a front forecourt with projecting side wings. Above the neo-classical central front doorway an inscription details some history of the building and is topped with the Holte crest. The east front is symmetrical and is balustraded and surmounted by four pinnacled gables and a central tower with an ogee cupola. The east and west wings have narrow wings originally single-storeyed but with a second storey added 1687. The south front was altered in the late 17th century; the chapel projects from the middle of south front and with arcaded loggia either side. The west front is of 2 storeys with the long gallery over 40 metres in length on the first floor; an archway was built in the 18th century at the north end to match the archway into the loggia at the south end; beyond the flat-roofed long gallery can be seen the 3rd storey of the hall block with its chimney-stack of six octagonal shafts. The north front is the kitchen wing with 17th- and 18th-century alterations. Excavations in 2004 of the former north range unearthed the bakehouse and brewhouse, the laundry and wash house it. A large cellar was later added to store milk, butter, cheese and cream. Outside the northern wall eveidence of an icehouse was discovered; this was over 6m deep and over 4m wide and would have been covered with a domed roof.

The central front door opens into a large splendid hall; unlike Tudor and medieval halls whose purpose was to serve as a central living and eating and even sleeping room for the household, this hall is intended to serve as an impressive entrance for visitors. Three white stone arched doorways leads from the hall, the hall is oak-panelled, there is a large marble fireplace and classical landscapes by Jacques Rousseau; the plaster ceiling and animal frieze were made for James Watt Junior in the early 19th century; the elephant is from the Watt family crest. A wide staircase leads from the hall with elaborately carved balustrade.

On the first floor are the great drawing room with a fine plaster ceiling and frieze, the King’s bedroom with its plaster animal frieze (King Charles stayed here 18 October 1642 before the Battle of Edgehill), Lady Holte’s bedroom with its fine chimneypiece, the magnificent long gallery over 40 metres long panelled with oak and with an elaborate stone chimneypiece.

The deer park c130 hectares enclosed after 1615 survives as a 17ha public park. Little remains of 17th-century formal gardens except for the Sycamore Avenue leading south and the Grand Avenue of horse chestnuts leading east.

The hall remained in the Holte family until 1818 when James Watt Jnr rented it, the last tenant to live here. It was opened to the public as a pleasure garden by Queen Victoria 1858, bought by the City 1864 for £26 000 becoming the first such municipal museum and art gallery which it still is. Aston Hall Lower Grounds are now Aston Villa Football Club ground, Villa Park.


Aston Hall is a building of national importance and Grade I Listed. BSMR. It stands within Aston Hall & Church Conservation Area which includes all or parts of Aston Hall Road, Trinity Road, Witton Lane. The hall and park are Grade II Listed in the English Heritage Register of Parks and Gardens of Historic Interest.
(A succinct history of Aston Hall’s occupants can be found in Bird 1970. See BIBLIOGRAPHY)


@ @ @   B13 Springfield/ Hall Green Burke Road off Green Road
 Late-17th-century timber-framed barn with brick infill. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Ampton Road
 Beadles Cottage is a farmhouse mid-17th-century in origin though altered in the early 19th century. The barn was originally timber-framed and was converted into cottages in the mid-19th century. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Prichatts Road
 The Mass House/ Masshouse is a 17th-century timber-framed 2-storey building with later alterations. The farm that originally stood here was used by Roman Catholics led by Father Leo Randalph after the Mass House of Ste Marie Magdalen in Masshouse Lane in Birmingham town was destroyed by anti-papist rioters 1688; the manorial Middlemores were an old Catholic family. 

The house reverted to a farmhouse 1786 when St Peter’s RC Church (demolished 1969) was built off Broad Street alongside the canal on the ICC site; it became a private house from 1932. Grade II Listed. BSMR.


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Vivian Road
 No.110 Field House is a 19th-century building concealing a 17th-century timber-frame, though much was removed during rebuilding. There is evidence for an earlier building on the site. BSMR


@ @ @   B24 Pype Hayes Chester Road Pype Hayes Park 
 Pype Hayes Hall is a 17th-century timber-framed sub-manor house of Erdington with extensive late 19th- and 20th-century alterations. The interior is much altered although 17th-century panelling and staircase remain. The poet Robert Southey was a friend of Rev Walter Bagot of Pype Hayes Hall is known to have worked here on the biography of poet William Cowper. Grade II Listed. BSMR (See above)


@ @ @   B25 Yardley Church Road
 The former Carmelite Monastery/ Carmelite Convent is a complex of buildings secluded behind 2m high walls and though largely mid-19th-century in appearance has a 17th-century timber-framed building as its origin. This was formerly a private mansion known as The Grange, the home of the Hoskins family. It became a nunnery in 1937 and was converted into a housing development in the 1990s. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B26 Lyndon Green/ Sheldon Saxondale Road
 The Gilbertstone, a glacial erratic from north Wales is first documented 1609 although it must have been well known for hundreds of years before that; it stood where the parishes of Yardley, Bickenhill and Elmdon, reputedly placed there by one Giant Gilbert; more probably named after the Gilbert/ Gilbard family recorded here 1220-1410. 1937 road development placed the Gilbertstone on Coventry Road west of Brays Road; it was moved to Lyndon Green Junior School B26 Wychwood Crescent/ Wensley Road 1952, was buried under grass c1965 and from c1975 stands now at Blakesley Hall Museum.


@ @ @   B26 Sheldon Ragley Drive/ Church Road
 Old Rectory Farm is 17th-century, home 1690-1729 of Dr Thomas Bray who founded the Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge SPCK 1698. He worked extensively in Maryland USA and was concerned with prison reform. He was instrumental in setting up via the SPCK the National Society for the Education of the Poor in the Principles of the Established Church throughout England and Wales and its affiliated schools known as National schools. His library is now at the Birmingham Central Library. Bray is commemorated here by Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque. The farm buildings are part of Sheldon Country Park and still the home of a variety of livestock. BSMR


@ @ @   B27 Acocks Green Arden Road 
 Ivy Cottage is a 17th-century timber-framed house remodelled in the 18th century. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B27 South Yardley Yardley Road/ Mansfield Road
 Pinfold House/ Mansfield House is a 2-storey timber-framed 17th-century house which uses oak beams recycled from sailing ships in its construction. It was stuccoed and altered probably in the late 18th century. Commercial/ industrial premises adjoining in Mansfield Road are also timber-framed and outhouses to Pinfold House, also probably 17th-century but with more recent alterations and 20th-century additions. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green Green Road
 No.143 The Chalet and timber-framed barn at the rear are probably of Stuart period origin. The original timber-framed cottage stands at right-angles to the road with an 18th-century brick addition across the front parallel to the road; the rear was then encased in brick in the early 19th century. C1880 it was extended to the west, a rear wing added bargeboards, pinnacles, porch and stained glass in Victorian gothic were added and the building so-named. House and barn Grade II.


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green Highfield Road

 Old House Farm/ Longfield Hall and Hill Close Farm probably 17th-century built of local brick and tile, with gable-ends projecting above the roof-lines. Demolished in the mid-20th century for housing development.

@ @ @   B30 Lifford Lifford Lane/ Tunnel Lane
 The present Lifford Hall was built 1604 on the site of a medieval building. Adam de la Ford is recorded as living at Lifford Hall 1275. It has been the home of James Hewitt, Viscount Lifford who became the Chancellor of Ireland and of John Dobbs who engineered the Worcester & Birmingham Canal. The hall is built of red brick with stone dressings now stuccoed, with 18th-century embattled stone wall and octagonal watchtower, has 18th- and 19th-century additions, was renovated in the 1950s and office blocks added in the early 1990s. Hall and watchtower are Grade II Listed. Lifford Mill stood on the site of the front lawn of Lifford Hall until the early 19th century. BSMR 


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Church Hill
 Nailmakers’ cottages. Nailmaking was a secondary occupation for many farmworkers especially south of Birmingham. It required little capital and could be carried out at home after work or when farmwork was slack. It was very poorly paid. No.6 Church Hill is Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Church Road
 Northfield Village Pound next to the Great Stone Inn is a fine example of 17th century village pound for stray farm animals fronted by a 2m high sandstone wall. A glacial erratic from north Wales which stood at Church Hill/ Church Road corner was moved into the pound in the 1950s. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B34 Buckland End/ Shard End Cole Hall Lane
 Cole Hall Farm, now a pub stands near a medieval moated site by the River Cole. It is a 17th-century timber-framed building though remodelled and encased in brick in the first half of the 18th century. Grade II Listed. (See Moated Sites above)


@ @ @   B38 Walkers Heath Gay Hill Lane/ Longdales Road
 Walkers Heath Farm, barn and outhouses are built on the site of the 13th-century house of William de Walker. The farm is largely late 17th-century but probably contains some 16th-century timber-framing. The cart shed is 18th-century. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B42 Great Barr Booths Lane
 Yew Tree Cottages are late 17th-century 2-storey brick with some 19th-century alterations. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B72 Sutton Coldfield High Street
 A number of houses in Sutton High Street are of 17th-century origin though altered during the 19th century. Grade II Listed. BSMR. 

High Street Sutton Coldfield Conservation Area includes part or all of Anchorage Road, Church Hill, Clifton Drive, Clifton Street, Coleshill Street, High street, King Edward Square, Midland Drive, Mill Street, Old Bank Place, Park Road, Railway Road, Rectory Road, Station Street, Trinity Hill, Tudor Hill, Tudor Road, Upper Clifton Road, Victoria Road.


@ @ @   B72 Sutton Coldfield 24 Lichfield Road
 The Moat House was built 1679 by architect Sir William Wilson for his wife Jane Pudsey in Queen Anne style; this is a large extravagant 5-bay house built in brick with much stone dressing. The moat survived until 1860 before which time the front door was reached via a stone bridge. Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B75 Reddicap Heath/ Sutton Coldfield Ox Leys Road
 The stable block remains of Langley Hall c1685 demolished 1817. The present brick farmhouse is Victorian and stands on a medieval moated site. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B76 Langley Heath/ Sutton Coldfield Fox Hollies Road (opposite Signal Hayes Road)
 Langley Heath Farm is a 17th-century farmhouse with an 18th-century wing. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B76 Wishaw/ Grove End/ Wishaw Sutton Coldfield Grove Lane/ Ox Leys Road
 The Grove is a brick building of medieval origin but much rebuilt in the late 17th/ early 18th century and altered in the 19th century. Internally the medieval 4-bay hall is preserved. Grade II* Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B76 Wiggins Hill Wiggins Hill Road
 Wiggins Hill Farm and dovecote are 17th-century brick buildings. The Old Barn and Old Barn Cottage are 17th-century timber-framed buildings, the former weather-boarded, the latter brick infilled. All Grade II listing. BSMR
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@ @ @   B4 City Centre Masshouse Circus
 Ste Marie Magdelene/ St Mary Magdalen & St Francis, Birmingham’s first Roman Catholic church since the Reformation was built 1688 by Brother Leo Randolph, a Franciscan monk following King James II’s Declaration of Indulgence allowed non-Anglicans freedom of worship. James II gave 300 tons of timber from Needwood Forest towards its construction. The church must have been built in neo-classical style; it had three altars, the high altar being adorned by four large pillars carved with corinthian capitals. There was a convent attached. It was consecrated by Bishop Giffard, Vicar Apostolate of the Midland District in September 1688 but destroyed by an anti-papist mob two months later who even dug up the foundations. No visible remains. The Roman Catholics led by Father Leo Randalph continued to worship at Mass House/ Masshouse Farm in Prichatts Road Edgbaston. 

Father Leo had come from abroad 1657 to minister secretly to Roman Catholics in the Birmingham area when the religion was banned; his register of Roman Catholic baptisms, marriages and deaths is believed to be the oldest post-reformation register in England and is now kept in Oscott College Museum. 


@ @ @   B6 Aston Aston Hall Road
 Aston Almhouses/ Holte Almshouses were founded 1655 at the bequest of Sir Thomas Holte of Aston Hall by his grandson Sir Robert Holte to maintain 5 men and 5 women. they were a terrace of single storey cottages with a central dutch gable, small round-headed window arches and tunnel-backed. They were demolished c1924, replaced by those in Erdington. (Photograph in Price 1989 BIBLIOGRAPHY) The site is on the south side of Aston Hall Road now largely underneath the A38M Aston expressway.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Aston Lane
 Westbrook House/ Westbrook Farm was rebuilt in brick during the 17th century around a medieval building beside the east end of Aston churchyard; demolished 1977.

@ @ @   B11 Tyseley Warwick Road (north side)/ Wharfedale Road
 Tyseley Grange was a brick-built Stuart house, altered and enlarged c1860, demolished 1967.


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath/ Moseley Edgbaston Road (north side) east of the junction with Mary Street
 Balls House was a large timber-framed cottage faced with brick on the ground floor and with a brick extension to the side. The timber-framing was of a simple design and the cottage may have been Tudor or earlier. It survived after 1892. (Photographs in Drake 1996 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY)

@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath Allenscroft Road/ Millbrook Road 
 Pineapple Farm recorded 1678; First recorded 1678. In late Middle English pineapple was the word used for what we now call a pinecone. From the 15th century the word was used for a stylised representation of a pinecone in architecture and decoration. Pineapple fruit originate in tropical America and were so-called from their resemblance to pinecones. They were were first brought to England in the early 18th century. Gate posts topped with a stone carved in a pinecone design were fashionable at that time. Presumably there were such at Pineapple Farm Allenscroft Road/ Millbrook Road; Pineapple is a municipal housing estate named after the farm and was laid out 1933; it lies north of Brandwood Park Road and east of Allens Croft Road.. 


@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath Dawberry Fields Road opposite Appleby Close 
 Dawberry Fields Farm was a timber-framed building with brick infill and rambling outbuildings and survived until after the 1930s. No visible remains. 


@ @ @   B17 Rotton Park

 The farmland of Rotton Park Farm lay within Shireland Brook, Selsey Road, Ravenshaw Road and Stanmore Road. This farm was certainly in existence in the 18th century and may have been established in the mid-16th century. The farmhouse which stood on City Road, was latterly the estate bailiff’s home and was demolished early in the 20th century. Fountain Road was built along the track leading to the farm.
@ @ @   B25 South Yardley Yardley Road 
 Rose Cottage stood on the site of South Yardley library; it was demolished c1930 in preparation for the widening of Yardley Road as the Outer Circle route.

@ @ @   B25/ B26 South Yardley Yardley Road/ Coventry Road 
The Swan Inn built in Stuart times was demolished c1890 to be replaced three times since. The original site was near the middle of the underpass at the former road junction. The last rebuilding in the late 1960s was set some way back from the original site on the south-east side of the roundabout and had a bar said to be the longest in Europe. It was demolished for an office building in the 1990s. The traffic island and shopping centre are, however, still known as The Swan Yardley.

@ @ @   B27 Acocks Green Stockfield Road/ Denham Road 
 Stockfield Farm was a timber-framed house infilled with brick which was demolished for the widening of Stockfield Road in the 1930s. No visible remains.

@ @ @   B27 Acocks Green Woodcock Lane/ Clay Lane 
 Broomfield Hall - no visible remains.

@ @ @   B28 Hall Green/ Yardley Wood Highfield Road
 Longfield Hall was a 17th-century brick-built farm on the south side of Highfield Road between Paradise Lane and Webb Lane. No visible remains. Paradise Lane cottages were the farmworkers’ cottages. 


@ @ @   B28 Yardley Wood Priory Road/ Nethercote Gardens
 The house named Colebrook Priory is named after the medieval priory which stood opposite; the house is 17th-century with some timber-frame still visible though most of the walls are now pebble-dashed. 


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green/ Yardley Wood Highfield Road
 Old House Farm was a brick-built 17th-century farm on the north side of Highfield Road just north of the Painswick Road moated site. It may have been its successor. No visible remains. 


@ @ @   B38 Kings Norton Masshouse Lane

 Little is known of Masshouse Farm except that it had a beam dated 1634. It may have been used as the masshouse at some time. Nos.45-49 Masshouse Lane stand on the site of The Old Masshouse which had been there from 1534 to 1934. (Photograph in Goodger 1990 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY.)
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Key Points -

Many Birmingham people supported Parliament in the Civil War and local blade mills made arms for the parliamentary forces. Robert Porter supplied 15 000 swords to the parliamentary commander, Lord Essex, but none to the King. The effect of the war on Birmingham and its surrounding area must have been sporadic but none the less terrible for that. A major event was the Battle of Birmingham, 4 April 1643, as a result of which about a tenth of the town, some 80 houses were burnt and some 400 people were made homeless.

(The traditional Birmingham version can be found in Dent 1880 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY)

GAZETTEER and CALENDAR

The Civil War

August 1642

After escaping from the pro-parliamentary London mob, Charles I raised his standard at Nottingham; he then travelled on to Shrewsbury to raise an army with the intention of retaking London from Parliament.

August 1642

@ @ @   B46 Curdworth Lichfield Road/ Marsh Lane

The Battle of Curdworth Bridge

One of the earliest skirmishes of the Civil War and the first to draw blood occurred north of Curdworth Bridge (River Tame) close to where the Lichfield Road goes uphill towards what is now Dunton Island (Kingsbury Road/ M42 Junction 9). Thew original bridge had been built by Bishop Vesey and stood some 50m west of the present one. 


After unsuccessfully besieging parliamentary Coventry Charles retreated to Nottingham but left a garrison at Kenilworth Castle. When parliamentary forces from Coventry and Warwick moved to cut off Kenilworth, Charles sent two troops of horse and one of dragoons under Sir Richard Willys to escort the Kenilworth garrison to safety at Tamworth Castle. 500 mounted men and their supply wagons moved through Berkswell, Meriden, Packington Park via Packington Lane through Coleshill and on to the Lichfield Road. They were pursued by 1200 parliamentarians joined by Birmingham men who gave chase via Fillongley, Maxstoke, via Maxstoke Lane through Coleshill.


North of Curdworth Bridge Richard Willys arranged his troops in battle formation. The parliamentarians had the disadvantage of the bridge and river before them and marshy ground on either side of them. Willys attacked and the parliamentarians fled in disarray; Willys moved on to gain Tamworth before dark. Some 20 troops were killed and were buried in an unmarked mass grave against the south wall of the chancel of Curdworth Church.

17 October 1642

@ @ @   B38 Kings Norton The Green

The Battle of Kings Norton Green

The King’s nephew, Prince Rupert left Shrewsbury to scout round the west Midlands before the royalist army’s advance to London. After leaving Stourbridge he was at ease with 8 troops of horse and 300 footsoldiers on Kings Norton Green. He was surprised and routed by Lord Willoughby of Parham’s parliamentary force of 800 horse and foot who were on their way to join the Earl of Essex at Worcester. 50 cavaliers were killed and 20 prisoners taken; 20 parliamentary troops were killed; the dead were probably buried together in Kings Norton churchyard.


Prince Rupert then retreated pursued by Lord Willoughby heading for Meriden to join the King en route to London (though stopped at the Battle of Edgehill).

18 October 1642

@ @ @   B31 Turves Green/ Longbridge Stokesay Grove/ Turves Green Road/ Hawkesley Drive

Skirmish at Hawkesley House (or Hawkesley Farm) Longbridge (not to be confused with Hawkesley Hall West Heath.)

A skirmish occurred at Hawkesley House, home of the royalist Middlemore family.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Witton Lane/ Aston Hall Road Aston Hall

Meanwhile King Charles and his army had left Wolverhampton en route to London and arrived at Aston Hall to spend the night at Sir Thomas Holte’s country house.

19 October 1642

@ @ @   B44 Kingstanding Kingstanding Road/ Cooksey Lane

Charles addressed new recruits from Staffordshire and the gentry of Warwickshire and Staffordshire at the Kings Standing.


As Charles’ army moved through Birmingham town some looting took place. Charles hanged two captains to show that he had no animosity towards the town, but some citizens were unconvinced; the King’s baggage train was stolen as it entered Birmingham. The king’s baggage was sent on to the parliamentary garrison at Warwick Castle and the royal guards sent to the parliamentary stronghold of Coventry (the likely origin of the phrase).


Charles left Birmingham via Digbeth and along the Coventry Road to rendezvous with Prince Rupert at Meriden Heath en route to London via Edgehill.


In 1938 6 skulls, 5 men and 1 woman were found in a garden on Old Walsall Road on the new Hamstead estate: all were damaged, one commensurate with a halberd blow. It was thought that they may have been Civil War victims.

Sunday 23 October 1642

The outcome of the Battle of Edgehill itself was indecisive; however, this was the nearest King Charles ever came to London, and he retreated to make Oxford his headquarters until the end of the war.

HOME
HOME to CIVIL WAR CONTENTS
The Battle of Birmingham

Easter Monday 3 April 1643
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In April 1643 Prince Rupert travelled with 1200 horse and 700 foot soldiers, many of them German mercenaries, from the King’s headquarters at Oxford en route to retake Lichfield. He came towards Birmingham along the Stratford Road and arrived at Kemps Hill (B12 now known as Camp Hill) where he encamped. Despite guarantees of good behaviour his envoys were refused billets for his officers and troops in the town.


Rupert then made temporary headquarters at the Old Ship Inn. This is now gone - its site is c100 metres south of Holy Trinity Church on Old Camp Hill; it was believed to have been built 1560 and in the 17th century was called The Anchor. The Old Ship was rebuilt as The Ship Hotel, also demolished, during the 19th century and had a statue of Prince Rupert over the door.


Prince Rupert ‘s troops set up camp at Camp Hill overlooking the town. Birmingham had no defences and only 200 parliamentary troops under the command of Captain Thomas Grevis (Greaves or Graves) of Moseley Hall.


Barricades were put up across the deep narrow holloway of Deritend/ Bordesley High Street and at 3 pm Rupert’s dragoons attacked to be twice repulsed. However, they rode west across the fields at the back of the houses, across the River Rea and through the last small barricade at Mill Lane. They were led by Basil Feilding, 1st Earl of Denbigh up Digbeth into the town.


Grevis’ men regrouped in the Bull Ring and retreated up New Street, Summer Row, Spring Hill and along the Dudley Road to B66 Warley/ Smethwick Cape Hill/ Shireland Road with the royalists in hot pursuit. At Cape Hill the parliamentary troop suddenly turned on the royalists and in the fray Denbigh was mortally wounded allegedly from a musket ball fired by Grevis himself. The royalist troop was routed; Denbigh died 8 April.

Rupert ordered Birmingham to be plundered and burned. The blaze was started at B4 No.12 Bull Street. A mosaic from the 1960s commemorating the Civil War is to be found in the pedestrian underpass of Colmore Circus at the north end of Bull Street. That same night the town was looted.

4 April 1643

By the next morning about a tenth of the town, some 80 houses were burnt. Some 400 people were made homeless. Complete destruction of the town was averted only by a fortuitous change in the wind direction.

The next day, before moving on to Lichfield, the royalists pulled down Robert Porter’s mill where 15000 blades had been made for parliament.


Birmingham casualties, however, were slight; only 14 townsfolk were killed and some of these included royalist sympathisers. Casualties among the royalist troops seem to have been heavier; some 30 dead, 2 cartloads of whom were carried away. The King’s reputation was damaged by this attack on civilians; that of parliament was boosted, as the Battle of Birmingham was represented as a tiny force of townsfolk bravely withstanding overwhelming odds.


In 1815 workmen digging in a garden in Floodgate Street discovered the skeleton of a soldier wearing a Civil War helmet probably a Royalist and presumably buried in the ditch where he fell; this is likely to have been a German or Irish mercenary buried by his own side, as a local casualty would have been buried in a local churchyard..

The Armourer’s Widow

Contemporary Civil War Evidence

When Rupert came to Byrmingeham

We were in a sorry plyght,

Our blood God’s earth ystained by daye,

Our homes in blazing ruins laye

And stained the skye at night.

With matchlock and with culverin,

With caliver and drake,

He battered down our ancient town,

He shot our sons and fathers down,

An hell on earth did make.

Our children’s cries, our widows’ prayers

Ascended with the flame,

And called down the wrath divine

Upon the Royal Murderer’s line,

And brought his kin to shame.

Prince Rupert was known to supporters of parliament as Prince Robber, Duke of Plunderland.

10 July 1643

@ @ @   B38 Kings Norton The Green

Queen Henrietta Maria, the French wife of Charles I returned from Holland having sold the royal jewels to pay for the war. She landed at Bridlington, Yorkshire and came via Burton, Lichfield and Walsall, then via Oldbury to Kings Norton en route to Oxford, the King’s HQ. She had with her 3000 horsemen, 30 companies of foot soldiers, a train of artillery and the accompanying baggage train; all camped on Kings Norton Green and surrounding fields (Note: Camp Lane). The Queen slept that night at The Saracens Head in a room now known as the Queen’s Room (that nearest the churchyard), a late 15th-century timber-framed manorial court house; she was herself Lord of Kings Norton manor. The officers were billeted with local people, the troops camped by the River Rea very likely at Camp Lane. Next morning the army set off for Oxford.

26 December 1643

@ @ @   B6 Aston Witton Lane

The Siege of Aston Hall

A force of 1200 parliamentary soldiers and townsfolk besieged Aston Hall, home of Sir Thomas Holte, a well-known royalist sympathiser. Holte had entertained the King 18 October 1642 en route to recapture London (he was intercepted at Edge Hill).


Although bolstered by 40 royalist musketeers sent at Sir Thomas’s request by Colonel Leveson from Dudley Castle, in the face of overwhelming numbers with artillery, Sir Thomas was forced to surrender after three days. 12 defenders and 60 attackers were killed, many buried in Aston churchyard in unmarked graves. The hall was held for parliament until the end of the war. Marks of cannon shot and a cannon ball can still be seen on the main staircase.

March 1644

@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Edgbaston Park Road/ Church Road

Edgbaston Old Hall, home of the Roman Catholic and royalist Middlemore family was seized by Colonel ‘Tinker’ Fox with 16 men reinforced by 200 Birmingham metal-workers in March 1644 and with Edgbaston Church was held as a fortified base for raids on royalist north Worcestershire. The roof timbers of the church were used to barricade the hall, the roof lead was used for making bullets and the bell metal sold. Fox was well-known locally and trained local people as footsoldiers. He disappeared without trace after November 1646; local legend had it that he was the King’s masked executioner though there is no evidence to support this.

April 1644

In a raid 80 cavaliers under the Princes Rupert and Maurice plundered Birmingham stealing 19 horses and all the town’s cattle, 140 cows and calves.

1645

Colonel Leveson, royalist governor of Dudley Castle sent 400 troops to surround and plunder Birmingham.

July 1645

Prince Rupert again plundered Birmingham.

@ @ @   B31 Turves Green/ Longbridge Stokesay Grove/ Turves Green Road/ Hawkesley Drive

The Siege of Hawkesley House

Hawkesley House (or Hawkesley Farm Longbridge) - not to be confused with Hawkesley Hall West Heath), home of the royalist Middlemore family, was seized 1644 by Colonel Fox and held as a parliamentary garrison under Captain Gouge/ Gough. The hall and Kings Norton village became the object of raids from the royalist stronghold at Dudley Castle.


13 May 1645

Princes Rupert and Maurice arrived from Droitwich with the main royalist army and demanded surrender.


14 May 1645

The King arrived with his army from B45 Cofton Church Lane Cofton Hall where he had been staying. about 100 parliamentarians endured a 3-day siege and bombardment but the royalists were held at bay by the moat.


16 May 1645

Gouge finally surrendered and Hawkesley House was burnt down. The King spent another night at Cofton Hall then had it burnt next morning. The central part of Cofton Hall is 14th-century built on an earlier manor house site and was the only part to survive the fire; additional building is early 19th-century.


17 May 1645

@ @ @   B32 Frankley Church Hill - Frankley Hall

Prince Rupert went to Wolverhampton and on to the Battle of Naseby burning Frankley Hall en route to prevent the parliamentarians from using it. The stone of the ruined manor house was later used to build the tower of St Leonard’s, Frankley Church.
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(BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B5 City Centre Bromsgrove Street - cannonball unearthed during sewer work 1974. BSMR


@ @ @   B6 Aston Witton Lane - Aston Hall: damage to the staircase was preserved when the building was repaired after the Civil War along with the cannonball responsible.


@ @ @   B8 Saltley Hall Road/ Ash Road/ St Saviours Road/ Adderley Road
 Saltley Hall was rebuilt in the 17th century west of that previous hall and outside the moat. lord of the manor, Sir Charles Adderley was a royalist supporter and Prince Rupert is said to have lodged here during the Civil War. The hall was a farmhouse by 1760 and demolished by 1913. There are no visible remains. (See above)


@ @ @   B9 Bordesley Venetia Road/ Tilton Road

 Garrison Farm shown on Beighton’s 1725 map stood until Victorian times; it may be so-named after Civil War troops on one side or the other were billeted there.

@ @ @   B12 Bordesley/ Highgate Camp Hill - 6kg cannonball found on the site of Prince Rupert’s Royalist camp prior to his attack on Birmingham 1643 was in the possession of historian William Hutton - present whereabouts unknown. BSMR


@ @ @   B30 Bournville Acacia Road/ Maple Road (west of the junction) - Stock Wood: although none of the trees are older than 150 years, Stock Wood is believed one of the few remaining remnants of the Forest of Arden in Birmingham. Owned and managed by the Bournville Trust it is private and kept locked. Formerly known as Camp Wood there may well be a Civil War connection.


@ @ @   B72 Pype Hayes/ Wylde Green Welwyndale Road - A Civil War Coin Hoard was unearthed by Mr Buckley digging potatoes in his allotment at the rear of Welwyndale Road 1955. Some 30 silver coins were found including 1 shilling Philip & Mary, 2 x 1 shilling Elizabeth I, 13 x sixpence 1561-96, 3 six sixpence James I and a Charles I half crown of poor silver, either a forgery or struck at one of the King’s emergency mints. Birmingham Museum. BSMR
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The Battle of Birmingham 3 April 1643

The use of propaganda was widespread during the Civil War; both sides took the opportunity to quickly write up reports of battles and distribute pamphlets. Many survive.

(See BIBLIOGRAPHY 1931 Four Tracts)

A true Relation of Prince Rupert’s barbarous cruelty

against the Towne of Brumingham

To which place on Monday Apr. 3, 1643, he marched with 2000 horse and foot, 4 Drakes, and 2 Sakers; where after two hours fight (being twice beaten off by the Townsmen, in all but 140 Musqueteers) he entered, put divers to the sword, and burnt about 80 Houses to ashes, suffering no man to carry away his goods, and making no difference between friend and foe; yet by God’s providence the greatest losse fell on the malignants of the Town.

And of the Cavaliers were slaine divers chiefe Commanders, and men of great quality, amongst whom was the Earle of Denbigh, the Lord John Stewart: and as themselves report, the Lord Digby.

SIR, Being by my promise ingaged unto you, I am now to make relation of a most barbarous massacre of our townes-men of Bermingham, and of the enraged cruelty of Prince Rupert and his inhumane Cavaliers:

Sir, this it was, about three of the clocke one Munday in the afternoon, he had with neere two thousand horse and foot, four Drakes and two Sakers, set against the towne, playing with his ordnance, and endeavouring to force his way, with foote and horse, were twice beaten off with our musqueteers at the entrance of Derrington (Deritend), at which many of their men fell, the townes-men held them in play above an houre, we had not above one hundred and fourtie musquets and having many entrances into the towne they were many too few, Coventry men had withdrawn their forces three daies before, all but Captaine Castledownes Dragoneers, a Troope of horse of Master Perkes commanded by Captaine Greaves being in the Towne, not fit for that service, made escape when the adversaries began to incompasse the Towne, and force the waies over the meadows, and fired the Towne in two places, and so by incompassing them that did defend the out-worke, caused them to draw inward, to other workes there in Digboth, which worke they defended to the adversaries losse, but being the enemy brake in at the Millone (Mill Lane) they were forced to leave that worke also, and so put to shift for themselves, with breaking through houses, over garden waies, escaped over hedges and boggy medowes, and hiding their arms, saved most of them, the enemy killed none, as I here in fight unlesse some three or foure, Mr. Carter, and Samuell Elsmore, being of them, some with their armes defended themselves stoutly till death, they pursued the rest in fields and lanes, cutting and most barbarously mangling naked men to the number of fifteen men, one woman, another being shot, and many hurt, many men sore wounded, and Mr. Tillam the surgeon standing in his dore to entertaine them, was most cruelly shot, having his leg and thigh bones broken, they pillaged the Towne generally, their own friends sped worst, and one tuesday morning set fire in diverse places of the Towne, and have burnt neere a hundred dwellings the Welch end, Dale end, and More street end, Humphrey Rans, the Bell, and diverse houses thereabout, many other fires they kindled, but they did not burne, they left kindled matches with gunpowder also in other places, intending nothing lesse then utterly to destroy the Towne, but by Gods providence they whose hurt they chiefly intended by Gods hand is much prevented, the Cavaliers lie about Clanke beyond Wosall, are joyned with Hastings forces, and intend to set on the Close at Lichfield, where I fear not but they will have enough; your Father’s house stands, but hath lost much. Mr. Roberts, Mr. Porters, and mine be safe, but are threatned to be pulled downe, and they pretend Prince Ruperts warrant, but however its their envy to God’s overruling providence hath turned the mischief so much on the heads of those that might with their timely helpe have prevented this mischief; I am much grieved at the loss of your brother, and many other friends, three being my honest worke-men, whose lives I would I had redeemed with mine estate. The Cavaliers have lost thirty men at least, of which there be three or foure chiefe men Earles and Lords, I beleeve you have heard them named the Earle of Denby, the Lord John Stewart, some say the Lord Digby, thirty are said to be buried and many carried away wounded, this did so much enrage them, that they appeared more like Devills then men, lamenting more their loss, then boasting of their gaine, which was much in goods and in money, its thought above two-thousand pound, thirteene hundred being taken from Mr. Peake, Mr. Jennens lost much, the which men if they had parted with little before, our fortification had been such as they could not have entred, which went on well for the time. So wishing you to have comfort in our God, who is able to turn the rage of men to his praise, and sweeten their bitter cup by some other comfort, I conclude and rest,

Yours to command,

R.G.

I could wish I might heare how the City stands affected with our losse, for a little reliefe from them, might much comfort many poore people, which have lost all, and are left well nie naked and harbourless: it would much encourage all to stand out in the cause, that are but indifferent, a helpe to ease the better party of, the burthen of the which will be otherwaies too great for us; I would move some friends if you think fit, I have already put on the worke of contribution in this City.
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The Battle of Kings Norton Green 17 October 1643

A true Relation of a Great and Cruell Battell fought by the Lord Willoughby of Parham with 800 Horse and Foot who were going to the L. Generall, against Prince Robert (Rupert) with 9 Troops of Horse, and 300 Foot, neer Brumegum in Warwickeshire, October the 17th. Declaring also the manner of the L. Willoughbies obtaining the victory, killing about 50 of the Cavaleers, and taking 20 prisoners, with the losse of 20 men.

Sent in a Letter from His Excellencie to the House of Commons, and read in the said House, October 18.

HIS MAJESTY having divided his Army into two parts, the one he hath committed to the Command of Prince Rupert, E. of Derby, Rivers, Lindsey, and Lord Grandison, by which division some advantage ariseth to the Lord Generalls Army, for that Prince Robert with His Forces cannot now come upon any occasion to joyn with His Majesty His Ecellencie with His Army being gotten between them.

That Prince Robert is marched with His Army towards Warwick.

It is also informed by divers Letters from Brumegum, that the Lord Willoughby of Parham with about 800 horse and foot in his march towards the Lord Generall, met Prince Robert with 8 Troops of horse and about 300 Foot, two or three miles from Brumegum, and gave him battle which was very fierce and cruell on either side, but at length the Princes souldiers retreated and fled, there being slain of the Malignants about 50 and 20 taken prisoners, and of the Lord Willoughbies side about 17. The fight being ended, the L. Willoughbie with his Forces marched forward to his Excellencie, with whom he hath now joyned himself.

Upon Friday last it was again reported to the E. of Essex, that his Maj. Would give him battle the next day, but the Extraordinary Rain that fell those two dais prevented the meeting of the Armies.

It is also conceived that His Majesty would not delay the meeting with His Lordship so long, but that he hath about 24 pieces of Ordnance, that he daily expects daily to be brought to His Army from Ludlow, Chester, Newcastle, and some other places, but cannot have them as yet brought, but is in fear they will be stopped and seized on by the Parliament-forces, there being order to that purpose issued out from his Excellency.

 . . .
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Key Points -

Georgian Birmingham saw a great expansion of industry in the town especially in iron trades and ‘toy’ making; the town grew rapidly. Due to the innovation and enterprise of industrialists and business people Birmingham became the first manufacturing city in the world. Trade was encouraged by improvements in the national road network and the building of canals. The effects were also felt in rural areas whose agriculture and industry became increasingly focussed on the densely populated town. Wealthy industrialists began to move out of the industrial town to large houses in country estates in the surrounding area.

(See BIBLIOGRAPHY William Hutton 1781 An History of Birmingham - the first history of Birmingham, very dubious history but invaluable on the contemporary 18th-century scene, and with references to surrounding villages now suburbs.)

Georgian Population

At Domesday 1086 Birmingham manor was estimated as having c50 inhabitants, similar to neighbouring manors.

At the restoration of the monarchy 1660 Birmingham’s population was reckoned as 5 472;

1731 - 23 232,

1770 - 30 804,

1801 - c60 000 inhabitants.

By 1775 Birmingham was the 3rd most populous town in Britain after London and Bristol; during the 18th century while the population increased by 14%, the population of Birmingham increased tenfold ie. by 900%.

Georgian Maps

The first modern triangulated and measured map of Warwickshire was made by Henry Beighton 1722-5 revised 1750; this shows the town streets of Birmingham and main roads and uses a combination of pictures and symbols. It appears in William Dugdale’s Antiquities of Warwickshire 1730. Also a map of Hemlingford Hundred covers the modern Birmingham suburbs then rural parts of Warwickshire.

See also

Emmanuel Bowen 1720 Ogilby Improved or Britannia Depicta, based on John Ogilby’s Britannia 1675;

Bowen 1762 The Royal English Atlas;

C & J Greenwood’s map of Warwickshire;

John Carey 1787 New and Correct English Atlas and 1787 John Carey 1806 Traveller’s Companion, or a Delineation of the Turnpike Roads of England and Wales;

Map of Warwickshire 1787-9 by Yates and Sharp.

William Westley was responsible for the first town plan of Birmingham 1731, in effect the first modern map showing every street and building and with additional drawings of important buildings.

See also

A Picture Map of Birmingham c1730 by Bernard Sleigh compiled in 1923 and based on old records;

Town plan by Samuel Bradford 1751;

Town plan by Thomas Hanson 1778 and 1781.

See also Pye 1792 and 1795.

The first map of the whole of Birmingham manor by John Snape 1779 is accurate and detailed. Other local manors were similarly mapped by John Tomlinson in the same period.

There are Georgian estate maps of other manors: eg. Deeley’s map of Edgberston 1701, Sparry’s plan of Edgbaston 1718.

John Kempson’s map of the town of Birmingham 1808 and 1819 was based on John Snape’s 1779 map and made for Birmingham Streets Commissioners.

Early in the 19th century James Sherriff produced a map of 25 miles around Birmingham.

(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Plans of Birmingham 1884)

A number of views of the town were also made at this time:

South-west Prospect of Birmingham by Samuel & Nathaniel Buck 1732,

East Prospect of Birmingham by William Westley,

South-east View of Birmingham by S Bradford 1752,

East Prospect of Birmingham by S & N Buck 1753.
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See also    
Victorian suburbs 
   

Victorian suburbs GAZETTEER

   

20th-century suburbs
   

20th-century suburbs GAZETTEER
For locations of Birmingham’s pre-urban villages see Anglo-Saxon placenames GAZETTEER.

There was an enormous expansion of building within and at the edges of the town; most of this development was demolished during the 19th century and very little survives. Existing timber-framed houses were given neo-classical brick facades or were demolished and rebuilt. In contrast to the old timber-framed buildings, new houses were neo-classical in style and brick-built, often with three storeys instead of two as previously.

Up to c1700 most new building was carried out between B5 Edgbaston Street and New Street. After 1700, however, wealthy and ambitious landowners began to lay out fashionable new estates on the fringes of the built-up area. Building began on former priory land around B3 St Philips Church built 1711, and the Pemberton estate was laid out 1713 with The Square, B4 Old Square and surrounding streets. Westley’s 1731 map gives important evidence of new building plots laid out in grids.

From 1730 the Weaman estate was laid out around B4 Whittall Street; this was later to become the Gun Quarter and is mostly now under St Chads Queensway. The Jennens family were the first to realise the attraction of have a new church built at the centre of the Jennens estate and they paid for the construction of St Bartholomew 1749 B5 Masshouse Lane/ Bartholomew Street. Others followed. St Mary’s Whittall Street was built for the Weaman estate 1774. From 1786 the Colmore estate was laid out from B3 Colmore Row around the family’s New Hall between Summer Hill and Constitution Hill, and St Paul’s was built 1779. St James the Less B7 Barrack Street/ Great Brook Street 1789 was built at the centre of the Ashted estate. An estate on Gooch land built around a new road, Bordesley Street, was laid out by the end of the 18th century. The Gooch estate around B5 Sherlock Street and the Bradford estate around B5/ B12 Bradford Street were also laid out by 1800.

By 1830 all these well-to-do residential estates had been overtaken by industry and infilled with high-density housing for the working classes. Smaller parcels of land were laid out just beyond the built-up town for the wealthy: around B15 Five Ways, for example and beyond B6 New Town Row, hence the name. From 1786 the exclusive Calthorpe estate B15 Edgbaston began to be let, laid out from 1810, and seriously developed from the 1840s. The extremely wealthy began to move out of the smoky town from the middle of the 18th-century, either leasing large manor houses such as B13 Moseley Hall or B36 Castle Bromwich Hall or building and rebuilding as at B11 Farm, Sparkbrook.

For Birmingham’s pre-urban villages see Anglo-Saxon placenames GAZETTEER, Victorian suburbs and Victorian suburbs GAZETTEER. For later developments see 20th-century suburbs and 20th-century suburbs GAZETTEER.
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A Description of Birmingham 1732

Contemporary Georgian Documentary Evidence

from the Inscription of the South-west Prospect of Birmingham by Samuel & Nathaniel Buck 1732

Birmingham is neither Borough nor Corporation but remains what it was before the Norman Conquest only a Lordship. Nevertheless by the industry and ingenuity of its inhabitants and the advantage of its being an open free place of trade, it is become famous for the vast quantities of iron and brass, besides thread and leather, etc., manufactured there and risen to a competition with any of the most flourishing towns in England, being adorned with several beautiful structures such as a New Church, a Charity School, wherein are taught and maintained upwards of 50 boys and girls, and a free Grammar School, founded and endowed with a large revenue by King Edward the sixth, now rebuilt in a stately and commodious form. The town is governed only by 2 constables and holds a weekly market on Thursday with 2 annual fairs, one on Ascension Day and the other on the Feast of St Michael.
William Hutton 1781 An History of Birmingham
Contemporary Georgian Documentary Evidence

This a prime Georgian source, and the first history of Birmingham. Here is a small edited extract; it is well worth getting hold of the original book.

I had been before acquainted with two or three principal towns. The environs of all I had seen were composed of wretched dwellings, replete with dirt and poverty; but the buildings in the exterior of Birmingham rose in a style of elegance. Thatch, so plentiful in other towns, was not to be met with in this. I was surprised at the place, but more so at the people: They were a species I have never seen: They possessed a vivacity I had never beheld: I had been among dreamers, but now I saw men awake: Their very step along the street shewed alacrity: Every man seemed to know and prosecute his own affairs: The town was large, and full of inhabitants, and those inhabitants full of industry. I had seen faces elsewhere tinctured with an idle gloom void of meaning, but here, with a pleasing alertness: Their appearance was strongly marked with the modes of civil life: I mixed with a variety of company, chiefly of the lower ranks, and rather as a silent spectator: I was treated with an easy freedom by all, and with marks of favour by some: Hospitality seemed to claim this happy people for her own, though I knew not at that time from what cause....

Some of the first words after the creation, increase and multiply, are applicable to Birmingham; but as her own people are insufficient for the manufactures, she demands assistance for two or three miles round her. In our early morning walks, on every road proceeding from the town, we meet the sons of diligence returning to business, and bringing in the same dusky smuts, which the evening before they took out. And though they appear of a darkish complexion, we may consider it is the property of every metal to sully the user; money itself has the same effect, and yet he deems it no disgrace who is daubed by fingering it; the disgrace lies with him who has none to finger. The profits arising from labour, to the lower orders of men, seem to surpass those of other mercantile places. This is not only visible in the manufactures peculiar to Birmingham, but in the more common occupations of the barber, taylor, shoemaker, &c. who bask in the rays of plenty....

By the poor’s books it appears, there are not three thousand houses in Birmingham, that pay the parochial rates whilst there are more than five thousand that do not, chiefly through inability. Hence we see what an amazing number of the laborious class of mankind is among us. This valuable part of the creation, is the prop of the remainder. They are the rise and support of our commerce. From this fountain we draw our luxuries and our pleasures. They spread our tables, and oil the wheels of our carriages. They are also the riches and the defence of the country. How necessary then, is it to direct with prudence, the rough passions of this important race, and make them subservient to the great end of civil society. The deficiency of conduct in this useful part of our species ought to be supplied by the superior....

It would be difficult to enumerate the great variety of trades practised in Birmingham, neither would it give pleasure to the reader. Some of them, spring up with the expedition of a blade of grass, and, like that, wither in a summer. If some are lasting, like the sun, others seem to change with the moon. Invention is ever at work. Idleness; the manufactory of scandal, with the numerous occupations connected with the cotton; the linen, the silk, and the woollen trades, are little known among us. Birmingham began with the productions of the anvil, and probably will end with them. The sons of the hammer, were once her chief inhabitants; but that great crowd of artists is now lost in a greater: Genius seems to increase with multitude. Part of the riches, extension, and improvement of Birmingham, are owing to the late John Taylor, Esq....To this uncommon genius we owe the gilt-button, the japanned and gilt snuff-boxes, with the numerous race of enamels - From the same fountain also issued the paper snuff box, at which one servant earned three pounds ten shillings per week, by painting them at a farthing each. In his shop were weekly manufactured buttons, to the amount of 800l. exclusive of other valuable productions.

Extract from William Hutton 1783 A History of Birmingham 2nd edition

For the full text click here  -  William Hutton 1783 An History of Birmingham 2nd Edition – This is a link outside this document to the complete text.
Imagine Georgian Birmingham

HOME
HOME to GEORGIAN CONTENTS
William Hutton 1781 History of Birmingham is the prime Georgian source. However, this imaginary prospect of Birmingham from Perrotts Folly in Ladywood by John Morris Jones 1980 in the style of Hutton is well worth quoting:

A 1780 View from Ladywood

A clear sunny day blessed my viewing from the late Mr. Perrott’s Observatory in Edgbaston. To the westward, Warley Woods, where lies the Estate of Mr. Sam. Galton II, and high ground towards The Quinton, backed by the near hills of Lickey and Clent. To the north the treeless waste of Handsworth Heath, and the Barr Beacon clear against the sky over beyond the Tame. While to the east, the High Town of Birmingham was to be discerned betimes amid the smoke of Foundries hard by the Canal Wharves and that arising from the Forges of Old Town toward Rea.

Looking then across Ladywood Brook and over Mr. Perrott Noel’s House and Garden, I beheld the trees and hedges of Rotton Park, that ancient preserve of the Lords Birmingham, long since enclosed and made fair, bordered by Shireland Brook. I could discover the roofs of the Holly Bush and Bear Inns at the further extremity of Beaks Farm, and follow thence the course of the said brook, by the willows that did grow beside it, where it divideth both Shires and Parishes, until its conflowing with Hockley Brook across the north bound. There lay the Pool of Mr. Sam. Harvey, sword-cutler, at Pig Mill, which I could descry as also the Soho Mill of Mr. Matt. Boulton and the Hockley Great Pool, 3 furlongs in length, for that there were but few trees or houses on that shameful waste called Birmingham Heath of 787 acres between the Hockley Brook vale and my point of observation, save only the hamlet of Winson Green.

Of Mr. Boulton’s great Manufactory I might discern the chimneys and roofs, and in the Park beyond his fine white house built for him by Mr. Sam. Wyatt, wherein the Prince of Soho doth entertain his Companions of the Lunar Society, and wherefrom he may observe his mighty Works upon the stream below. There, though hid from my view save for its tall chimney, dwells within its cave of brick that Monster which consuming coal doth belch forth steam, I mean Mr. Jas. Watt’s Fire Engine ‘Beelzebub.’

Near the whole Parish lay before me. My eye was caught by the wheeling sails of Windmills, one night to Smethwick Great Reservoir, a second upon the Heath towards Brookfields, yet a third beyond Holloway Head. I followed with my eye the course of Ladywood Brook from the Mire called Roach Pool down to the Bridge at the foot of Spring Hill nigh to the Tollgate, and thence to Little Hockley Pool. Close thereto I espied that Folly of our time, the ruin called Hockley Abbey, though it be neither ruin nor Abbey, being but lately built in antique style of Dross from Aston Furnace by one Richard Ford. Upon the rill called Winson Green Brook I did distinguish two Pools upon the Heath, the lower being Meredith’s and th’upper a Reservoir of water for the Navigation which there doth cross the brook.

Brindley, that unlettered Genius of Waterways, laid out the line of his Cut across the Parish 11 years since. Little has been the altering and less the amending of his work, though the need be great. As I look north, I see the greatest of those several Divergences from a straight line, where the Vessels, of which a score may be counted in view, must turn most sharp or ground upon the Bank, as some do to the general Delay, and near go back whence they came. Upon the Navigation nigh to the Old Lodge there stands a Glasshouse, but lately built to have the Advantage of smooth travel by water for its fragile Wares. Another such is proposed upon the Turnpike, where it crosses the Canal hard by the Windmill.

Save to the east where lies the Town of Birmingham are few Houses to be seen and those well apart excepting at Winson and Gib Heath and Hockley Pound, whilst not one Highway crosses Rotton Park but only Foredroves. There is new building upon Summer Hill, and at Islington nigh to the Tollgate at the Five Ways, where stand elegant new Houses upon straight Streets. Yet are these but outliers of the Town, which stretches no further to the northward than the Square about St. Paul’s Chapel. That fine Church yet lacks the Spire its builder planned. There lie new Thoroughfares about Bingley House this side of Mr. John Baskerville’s Mansion on Easy Hill. These I can discern, and Col. Vyse’s House at Ladywood and lesser Mansions near at hand: but much else to eastward lies hid in smoke.

Turning now to the Parish wherein the Tower doth stand, I observe Edgbaston below me from the Holly Bush to the River Rea, all made into fair Closes save to westward where are Copses, to the south-west where lies Metchley Park in which Danes’ Camp is found, and to south-east where is Edgbaston Park and the Hall, residence of Sir Henry Gough Bart. The great Lake, made upon the Chad Brook which prettily traverses my view, throws back the Sun from its placid waters all wreathed in trees. A pleasant Prospect and but few Houses save at Good Knaves End.

(from John Morris Jones 1980 Rotton Park and Round About: an introduction to the historical geography of George Dixon School’s district. John Morris Jones’ splendid local history work is available free of copyright for educational purposes given proper attribution to the author.)

Charles P Moritz 1795 

Travels, chiefly on foot, through several parts of England in 1782, described in Letters to a Friend
Charles Moritz was a German Baptist pastor who stayed in England stayed seven weeks, three of them in London, travelling on foot to Richmond, Windsor, Oxford, Birmingham, and Matlock, with some experience of a stage coach on the way back. 

We arrived at Birmingham about three o'clock in the afternoon. I had already paid sixteen shillings at Stratford for my place in the coach from Oxford to Birmingham. At Oxford they had not asked anything of me, and indeed you are not obliged in general in England, as you are in Germany, to pay your passage beforehand.

My companion and myself alighted at the inn where the coach stopped. We parted with some reluctance, and I was obliged to promise him that, on my return to London, I would certainly call on him, for which purpose he gave me his address. His father was Dr. Wilson, a celebrated author in his particular style of writing.

I now inquired for the house of Mr. Fothergill, to whom I was recommended, and I was readily directed to it, but had the misfortune to learn, at the same time, that this very Mr. Fothergill had died about eight days before. As, therefore, under these circumstances, my recommendation to him was likely to be but of little use, I had the less desire to tarry long at Birmingham, and so, without staying a minute longer, I immediately inquired the road to Derby, and left Birmingham. Of this famous manufacturing town, therefore, I can give you no account.

The road from Birmingham onwards is not very agreeable, being in general uncommonly sandy. Yet the same evening I reached a little place called Sutton, where everything, however, appeared to be too grand for me to hope to obtain lodgings in it, till quite at the end of it I came to a small inn with the sign of the Swan, under which was written Aulton, brickmaker.

This seemed to have something in it that suited me, and therefore I boldly went into it; and when in I did not immediately, as heretofore, inquire if I could stay all night there, but asked for a pint of ale. I own I felt myself disheartened by their calling me nothing but master, and by their showing me into the kitchen, where the landlady was sitting at a table and complaining much of the toothache. The compassion I expressed for her on this account, as a stranger, seemed soon to recommend me to her favour, and she herself asked me if I would not stay the night there? To this I most readily assented; and thus I was again happy in a lodging for another night.

The company I here met with consisted of a female chimney-sweeper and her children, who, on my sitting down in the kitchen, soon drank to my health, and began a conversation with me and the landlady.

She related to us her history, which I am not ashamed to own I thought not uninteresting. She had married early, but had the hard luck to be soon deprived of her husband, by his being pressed as a soldier. She neither saw nor heard of him for many years, so concluded he was dead. Thus destitute, she lived seven years as a servant in Ireland, without any one's knowing that she was married. During this time her husband, who was a chimney-sweeper, came back to England and settled at Lichfield, resumed his old trade, and did well in it. As soon as he was in good circumstances, he everywhere made inquiry for his wife, and at last found out where she was, and immediately fetched her from Ireland. There surely is something pleasing in this constancy of affection in a chimney-sweeper. She told us, with tears in her eyes, in what a style of grandeur he had conducted her into Lichfield; and how, in honour to her, he made a splendid feast on the occasion. At this same Lichfield, which is only two miles from Sutton, and through which she said the road lay which I was to travel to-morrow, she still lived with this same excellent husband, where they were noted for their industry, where everybody respected them, and where, though in the lowest sphere, they are passing through life neither uselessly nor unhappily.

The landlady, during her absence, told me as in confidence, that this chimney-sweeper's husband, as meanly as I might fancy she now appeared, was worth a thousand pounds, and that without reckoning in their plate and furniture, that he always wore his silver watch, and that when he passed through Sutton, and lodged there, he paid like a nobleman.

She further remarked that the wife was indeed rather low-lived; but that the husband was one of the best-behaved, politest, and civilest men in the world. I had myself taken notice that this same dingy companion of mine had something singularly coarse and vulgar in her pronunciation. The word old, for example, she sounded like auld. In other respects, I had not yet remarked any striking variety or difference from the pronunciation of Oxford or London.

To-morrow the chimney-sweeper, said she, her husband, would not be at home, but if I came back by the way of Lichfield, she would take the liberty to request the honour of a visit, and to this end she told me her name and the place of her abode.

At night the rest of the family, a son and daughter of the landlady, came home, and paid all possible attention to their sick mother. I supped with the family, and they here behaved to me as if we had already lived many years together.

Happening to mention that I was, if not a scholar, yet a student, the son told me there was at Sutton a celebrated grammar-school, where the school-master received two hundred pounds a year settled salary, besides the income arising from the scholars.

And this was only in a village. I thought, and not without some shame and sorrow, of our grammar-schools in Germany, and the miserable pay of the masters.

When I paid my reckoning the next morning, I observed the uncommon difference here and at Windsor, Nettlebed, and Oxford. At Oxford I was obliged to pay for my supper, bed, and breakfast at least three shillings, and one to the waiter. I here paid for my supper, bed, and breakfast only one shilling, and to the daughter, whom I was to consider as chambermaid, fourpence; for which she very civilly thanked me, and gave me a written recommendation to an inn at Lichfield, where I should be well lodged, as the people in Lichfield were, in general, she said, very proud. This written recommendation was a masterpiece of orthography, and showed that in England, as well as elsewhere, there are people who write entirely from the ear, and as they pronounce. In English, however, it seems to look particularly odd, but perhaps that may be the case in all languages that are not native.

I took leave here, as one does of good friends, with a certain promise that on my return I would certainly call on them again.
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Don Manuel Alvarez Espriella 1807 Letters from England

These letters describing a visit to England in 1802 had been allegedly translated from Spanish. However, they had neither been written by Espriella - there was no such person – nor had they been translated from Spanish. Their author was the English poet Robert Southey.

Letters from England – 36

Birmingham - Miserable State of the Artificers - Bad Guns manufactured for the Guinea Trade - Anecdotes of Systematic Roguery - Coiners - Forgers - Riots in 1791 - More Excuse of Dishonesty here than in any other Place.

Thursday, July 7. - Birmingham. (1802)

You will look perhaps with some eagerness for information concerning this famous city, which Burke, the great orator of the English, calls the grand toy-shop of Europe. Do not blame me if I disappoint you. I have seen much, and more than foreigners are usually admitted to see; but it has been too much to remember, or indeed to comprehend satisfactorily. I am still giddy, dizzied with the hammering of presses, the clatter of engines, and the whirling of wheels; my head aches with the multiplicity of infernal noises, and my eyes with the light of infernal fires,- I may add, my heart also, at the sight of so many human beings employed in infernal occupations, and looking as if they were never destined for any thing better. Our earth was designed to be a seminary for young angels, but the devil has certainly fixed upon this spot for his own nursery-garden and hot-house.

You must forgive me, if I do not attempt to describe processes which I saw too cursorily, and with too little pleasure to understand. A sick stomach will not digest the food that may be forced down it, and the intellect is as little able to assimilate that for which it has no aptitude.

When we look at gold, we do not think of the poor slaves who dug it from the caverns of the earth; but I shall never think of the wealth of England, without remembering that I have been in the mines. Not that the labourers repine at their lot; it is not the least evil of the system, that they are perfectly well satisfied to be poisoned soul and body. Foresight is not a human instinct: the more unwholesome the employment, the higher of course are the wages paid to the workman; and incredible as it may seem, a trifling addition to their weekly pay makes these short-sighted wretches contend for work, which they certainly know will in a few years produce disease and death, or cripple them for the remainder of their existence.

I cannot pretend to say, what is the consumption here of the two-legged beasts of labour; commerce sends in no returns of its killed and wounded. Neither can I say that the people look sickly, having seen no other complexion in the place than what is composed of oil and dust smoke-dried. Every man whom I meet stinks of train-oil and emery. Some I have seen with red eyes and green hair; the eyes effected by the fires to which they are exposed, and the hair turned green by the brass works. You would not, however, discover any other resemblance to a triton in them for water is an element with the use of which, except to supply steam engines, they seem to be unacquainted.

The noise of Birmingham is beyond description; the hammers seem never to be at rest. The filth is sickening: filthy as some of our own towns may be, their dirt is inoffensive; it lies in idle heaps, which annoy none but those who walk within the little reach of their effluvia. But here it is active and moving, a living principle of mischief, which fills the whole atmosphere and penetrates every where, spotting and staining every thing, and getting into the pores and nostrils. I feel as if my throat wanted sweeping like an English chimney. Think not, however, that I am insensible to the wonders of the place:- in no other age or country was there ever so astonishing a display of human ingenuity: but watch-chains, necklaces, and bracelets, buttons, buckles, and snuff-boxes, are dearly purchased at the expense of health and morality; and if it be considered how large a proportion of that ingenuity be employed in making what is hurtful as well as what is useless, it must be confessed that human reason has more cause at present for humiliation than for triumph at Birmingham.

A regular branch of trade here is the manufacture of guns for the African market. They are made for about a dollar and a half; the barrel is filled with water, and if the water does not come through, it is thought proof sufficient: of course they burst when fired, and mangle the wretched negro who has purchased them upon the credit of English faith, and received them most probably as the price of human flesh! No secret is made of this abominable trade; yet the government never interferes, and the persons concerned in it are not marked and shunned as infamous.

In some parts of Italy, the criminal who can prove himself to be the best workman in any business is pardoned in favorem artis, unless his crime has been coining; a useful sort of benefit of clergy. If ingenuity were admitted as an excuse for guilt in this country, Birmingham rogues might defy the gallows. Even as it is, they set justice at defiance, and carry on the most illegal practices almost with impunity. Some spoons which had been stolen were traced immediately to the receiver´s house: `I know what you are come for,´ said he to the persons who entered the room in search of them, `you are come for the spoons,´ and he tossed over the crucible into the fire, because they were not entirely melted. The officers of justice had received intelligence of a gang of coiners; the building to which they were directed stood within a court-yard, and when they reached it they found that the only door was on the upper storey, and could not be reached without a ladder: a ladder was procured: it was then some time before the door could be forced, and they heard the people within mocking them all this while. When at last they had effected their entrance, the coiners pointed to a furnace in which all the dies and whatever else could incriminate them, had been consumed during this delay. The coins of every country with which England carries on any intercourse, whether in Europe, Asia, or America, are counterfeited here and exported. An inexhaustible supply of halfpence was made for home consumption, till the new coinage put a stop to this manufactory: it was the common practice of the dealers in this article, to fry a pan-full every night after supper for the next day´s delivery, thus darkening them, to make them look as if they had been in circulation.

Assignats were forged here during the late war; but this is less to be imputed to the Birmingham speculators, than to those wise politicians who devised so many wise means of ruining France. The forgery of their own bank notes is carried on with systematic precautions which will surprise you. Information of a set of forgers had been obtained, and the officers entered the house: they found no person on any of the lower floors; but when they reach the garret, one man was at work upon the plates in the farthest room, who could see them as soon as they had ascended the stairs. Immediately he opened a trap door, and descended to the floor below; before they could reach the spot to follow him, he had opened a second, and the descent was impracticable for them on account of its depth: there they stood and beheld him drop floor to floor till he reached the cellar, and effected his escape by a subterranean passage.

You may well imagine what such people as these would be in times of popular commotion. It was exemplified in 1791. Their fury by good luck was in favour of the government; they set fire to the houses of all the more opulent dissenters whom they suspected of disaffection, and searched every where for the heresiarch Priestley, carrying a spit about on which they intended to roast him alive. Happily for himself and for the national character, he had taken alarm and withdrawn in time.

It ought, however, to be remembered that there is more excuse to be made for dishonesty in Birmingham, than could be pleaded any where else. In no other place are there so many ingenious mechanics, in no other place is trade so precarious. War ruins half the manufacturers of Birmingham by shutting their markets. During the late war nearly three thousand houses were left untenanted here. Even in time of peace the change of fashion throws hundreds out of employ. Want comes upon them suddenly; they cannot dig; and though they might not be ashamed to beg, begging will avail nothing where there are already so many mendicants. It is not to be expected that they will patiently be starved, if by any ingenuity of their own they can save themselves from starving. When one of Shakespeare´s characters is tempted to perform an unlawful action, he exclaims, `My poverty, but not my will, consents.´ It is but just, as well as merciful, to believe that the same extenuation might truly be pleaded by half the criminals who come under the rod of the law.

Being a foreigner, I could not see Messrs. Bolton and Watt´s great works at Soho, which are the boast of Birmingham, and indeed of England. As these extraordinary men have by the invention of the steam-engine produced so great a change upon the commercial system, and thereby upon society in this country, I could have wished to have seen their own establishment; but it was in vain, and I did not choose by making the trial to expose myself to the mortification of a refusal.

Letters from England - 37.

Mail Coaches - Mr. Palmer ill-used - Vicinity of Birmingham - Colleries on fire - Stafford - Stone - Newcastle-under-Line - Punishments for Scolding - Cheshire - Bridgewater Arms at Manchester.

Friday, July 9. (1802)

The mail coach which communicates between Bristol and Manchester, leaves Birmingham at a reasonable hour in the morning. These coaches travel at a rate little short of two leagues in the hour, including all stoppages: they carry four inside passengers, two outside: the rate of fare is considerably higher than in other stages; but a preference is given to these, because they go faster, no unnecessary delays are permitted, and the traveller who goes in them can calculate his times accurately. Each coach has its guard, armed with a blunderbuss, who has charge of the mails; he has a seat affixed behind the coach, from whence he overlooks it, and gives notice with a horn to clear the road when any thing is in the way, to bring out the horses when he approaches the end of a stage, and to be ready with the letter-bags when he enters a post-town. Guards and coachmen all wear the royal livery, and the royal arms are upon the coaches.

It is now about twenty years since this plan has been adopted. Before that time the mails were carried by a single courier, who was as long again upon the road, and at the mercy of every footpad. They are now perfectly safe; they go without expense, in consequence of the profits of the coaches: and the effect of the rapid communication has been to double that branch of the revenue which is derived from the post-office. Yet the projector has little reason to be satisfied with the justice of the nation. He stipulated for a centage upon the clear increase of revenue above a certain sum. The whole management of the post-office was intrusted to him; but there were two lords above him with higher powers and higher salaries. These places he wished to abolish as useless, not recollecting that Government desires to have as many places in its disposal as possible, and instead of wanting to curtail the number of old ones, would have been obliged to him to have invented new. In the struggle he was displaced himself: so far all was fair, he only lost the stake for which he was playing; but advantage was taken of this to annul the terms of the contract between him and the nation, and assign him 4000l. a-year, in lieu of his per centage, which already amounted to a much larger sum, and would yearly have increased with the increasing revenue. Of course he remonstrated against this breach of public faith; the cause was brought before parliament, and it was absurdly argued against him, that smaller pensions than this had been deemed a sufficient reward for their victorious admirals,- as if rewards and contracts were of the same nature. The minister was against him, and Parliament therefore annulled its own contract in its own favour. 

Before this plan of Mr. Palmer´s was established, the ordinary pace of travelling in England differed little from what it still is in other countries: an able-bodied man might walk the usual day´s journey. Its effects have not been confined to the revenue. Other stages immediately adopted the guard, and became secure from robbers; they were stimulated to rival speed, and in consequence improvements in coach-building of some kind or other are every year discovered and adopted; even waggons travel faster now than post coaches did before this revolution. Hence travelling consumes at present so much less time, and is attended by so much less fatigue, that instead of being regarded as an evil, it is one of the pleasures of the English; and people, as in our case at this very time, set out upon a journey of two hundred leagues to amuse themselves.

The morning was fair, we mounted the roof, and I looked back upon Birmingham not without satisfaction at thinking I should never enter it again. A heavy cloud of smoke hung over the city, above which in many places black columns were sent up with prodigious force from the steam-engines. We rejoiced that we were travelling into a better atmosphere, but the contagion spread far and wide. Every where around us, instead of the village church whose steeple usually adorns so beautifully the English landscape; the tower of some manufactory was to be seen in the distance, vomiting up flames and smoke, and blasting every thing around with its metallic vapours. The vicinity was as thickly peopled as that of London. Instead of cottages we saw streets with brick hovels, blackened with the smoke of coal fires which burn by day and night in these dismal regions. Such swarms of children I never beheld in any other place, nor such wretched ones,- in rags, and their skins encrusted with soot and filth. The face of the country as we advanced was more hideous than can be described, uncultivated, black and smoking. I asked the coachman from whence the smoke proceeded, and he told me the whole earth beneath us was on fire; some coal-mines had taken fire many years ago and still continued to burn. `If you were to travel this road by night, sir,´ said he, `you would see the whole country a-fire, and might fancy you were going to hell!´ - A part of the road which is thus undermined gave way lately under one of the stages: it did not sink deep enough to kill the passengers by the fall, but one of them had his thigh broken.

This deplorable country continued for some leagues, till we had passed Wolverhampton, the last manufacturing town in this direction. Between this place and Penkridge it improved, we were once more in an agricultural land, and beheld clean skins and healthy countenances.
Jane Austen 1815 Emma 

Volume 2 Chapter 13

“I have quite a horror of upstarts. Maple Grove has given me a thorough disgust to people of that sort; for there is a family in that neighbourhood who are such an annoyance to my brother and sister from the airs they give themselves!  Your description of Mrs. Churchill made me think of them directly. People of the name of Tupman, very lately settled there, and encumbered with many low connexions, but giving themselves immense airs, and expecting to be on a footing with the old established families. A year and a half is the very utmost that they can have lived at West Hall; and how they got their fortune nobody knows. They came from Birmingham, which is not a place to promise much, you know, Mr. Weston. One has not great hopes from Birmingham. I always say there is something direful in the sound: but nothing more is positively known of the Tupmans, though a good many things I assure you are suspected; and yet by their manners they evidently think themselves equal even to my brother, Mr. Suckling, who happens to be one of their nearest neighbours. It is infinitely too bad. Mr. Suckling, who has been eleven years a resident at Maple Grove, and whose father had it before him - I believe, at least - I am almost sure that old Mr. Suckling had completed the purchase before his death.”

They were interrupted.  Tea was carrying round, and Mr. Weston, having said all that he wanted, soon took the opportunity of walking away. 
 GAZETTEER

Surviving Georgian Public Buildings
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(BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Broad Street
 The Crown Inn was built 1781 but much altered after 1890 when William Butler took it over. It is a 3-storey building in Georgian neo-classical style, has a clock tower, good windows and rainwater heads. Butler was a publican brewer here; the brewery buildings behind the pub were demolished for ICC construction. Butler opened a new brewery at Cape Hill 1878 and when he merged his business with Henry Mitchell of the Crown Inn Oldbury Road Smethwick 1898 all brewing operations were transferred there; Cape Hill brewery was rebuilt 1912. The Crown Inn is Grade II Listed. BSMR.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Edgbaston Park Road
 Dr Thomas Bodkin was the first Barber Professor of Fine Arts and formerly Director of the National Gallery of Ireland; when George II’s statue was blown up in Dublin on George VI’s coronation 1937, Bodkin quickly bought for the university the bronze statue of King George I on horseback 1722 by J van Ost first erected on Dublin’s Grattan (formerly Essex) Bridge, 1798 transferred to the Mansion House; from a Birmingham point of view this is a 20th-century acquisition. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Vicarage Road
 The Bell public house is a timber-framed 18th-century building. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B25 Yardley Church Road
 No.390 formerly the Talbot Inn public house, late 18th-century; the trustees of Yardley Charity gave out the dole money from the small window to the right of the door. The Talbot ceased to be an in when the Ring o’ Bells was built in the 1930s. Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B26 Sheldon Church Road
 Sheldon Free School: a charity school was already well established when in 1730 Lord Digby gave funds to support the education of the poor children of Sheldon. In 1833 all children who applied were accepted but there was disquiet about the attention they received; in that year there were 30 children from Sheldon and 10 more from an adjoining parish. The school building of Sheldon School/ Sheldon Old School at the rear of Nos. 151-153 Church Road is 18th-century in appearance though an inscription reads Gift of Edward Earl of Digby 1852.’ Grade II Listed. BSMR. The school became certified efficient 1895, and a public elementary school 1920. By 1932 the school was overcrowded due to housing developments and reorganised for juniors and infants only, 1936 for infants only, other children were taken to Oldknow Road and Starbank Road schools. Closed 1937 when Stanville Road Council School opened and the children transferred; the building was used as an annexe of Stanville 1938-1939 and from 1948.


@ @ @   B33 Tile Cross East Meadway/ Gressel Lane
 The White Hart is probably an early 18th-century timber-framed public house infilled with brick. It has a single floor and attic and long sweeping tiled roof. It has been altered and extended. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B36 Castle Bromwich Chester Road (near Hall Road)

15/17 Chester Road Wayside/ Delamere now a large 3-storey pair of semi-detached houses was the Bridgeman Arms in the 18th century. The Duke of Cumberland’s officers stayed here December 1745 en route to Derby to fight against the Young Pretender, Bonnie Prince Charlie who retreated north before the battle. The troops must have camped nearby - on Hodge Hill Common? Grade II

@ @ @   B36 Castle Bromwich Chester Road/ Bradford Road
 Bradford Arms, a symmetrical brick-built coaching inn with projecting wings c1700; detached stables either side of the forecourt facing the Chester Road. Grade II


@ @ @   B76 Sutton Coldfield Lichfield Road
 Bishop Vesey Grammar School was founded near Holy Trinity Church 1528 but moved to its present site 1729. The central part of the front block, 5 bays and 3-storeys with a parapet is the original Georgian building with 19th-century window alterations; the stone hall to the right with a turret 1887; enlarged 1862, 1887, 1906 and with many 20th-century additions. BSMR


GAZETTEER

Demolished Georgian Public Buildings

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Broad Street
 St Peter’s Roman Catholic School may have been founded as early as 1799. By 1814 St Peter’s and St Chad’s churches shared a Sunday school probably in Shadwell Street which became the first Roman Catholic day school in the town 1823. A separate school was built 1828 on the ICC site and by 1834 this was known as St Peter’s RC School. The school opened a shop which sold clerical caps and straw bonnets made by the girls and there was a servants’ registry office at the school. By 1837 there were 160 children on roll under 2 teachers in 2 schoolrooms; average attendance was 21 months. By 1853 the buildings were in poor repair and there was no playground. By 1860 there were boys’, girls’ and infants’ departments; the girls were taught by the School Sisters of Notre Dame c1874-1900. The school was enlarged 1884, 1895; 1912 the Board of Education demanded substantial improvements in the building; extensive alterations 1923, 1950. Reorganised for juniors and infants only; accommodation 1961 12 classrooms. Closed and demolished by 1970.


@ @ @   B1 Hockley Graham Street
 The Protestant Dissenting Charity School for Girls was founded in Meeting Street 1760 by the Unitarian Old and New Meeting Houses for poor girls and boys of any denomination; the school was paid for by the subscriptions the congregation who nominated girls who paid no fees; in 1777 27 children were wholly maintained by the school and went on to apprenticeship on leaving. 1791 moved to Park Street and girls only admitted from 1813; c40 9-15 year olds on roll 1850 who spent an average of 3 and a half years a the school taught by a mistress and an assistant. Girls were primarily trained for domestic service. The school moved 1839 to a new building in Graham Street reported 1852 by HMI to be a large and excellent building. From then on the establishment was run as a children’s home rather than as a school.


@ @ @   B2 City Centre New Street
 King Edward VI Grammar School is a foundation much earlier than Victorian; the Guild Hall of the Holy Cross 1392 became King Edward VI Grammar School at the dissolution of the chantries 1545 and stood on the south side of New Street half way between High Street/ Worcester Street and Stephenson Place. It was a large timber-framed building, demolished 1707 and replaced by a neo-classical building which in turn was demolished 1830 and replaced 1835 by a neo-gothic perpendicular building by Charles Barry architect of the Houses of Parliament. Barry had Augustus Pugin design the interior furnishings.


Barry’s building was also demolished 1936 and the school moved to temporary wooden buildings which burned down that same year B15 Bristol Road/ Edgbaston Park Road where the new permanent building opened 1940 (pupils were housed in a variety of other institutions until then). The upper corridor linking the school and library of Barry’s building was removed, rebuilt and renovated as the new school chapel 1938 by Holland W Hobbiss and is Grade II Listed. BSMR

King Edward VI High School for Girls was founded 1883 in rooms in the New Street building which had been left empty by the removal of the middle school to an existing school building, the Proprietary School for Boys, on the Hagley Road at Edgbaston Five Ways now demolished (Photograph in Hampson 1999 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY); this school occupied new premises adjacent to the boys’ school in Edgbaston Park Road 1940. King Edward VI Grammar School Five Ways moved to B32 Bartley Green Scotland Road 1958.

The foundation also began to set up other grammar schools in the city, the first being King Edward VI Aston Grammar School 1883 the only foundation school still on its original site at B6 Aston Frederick Road. Many additions and extensions including the 1962 block with its gym, hall, science and craft facilities..


@ @ @   B2 City Centre New Street opposite Bennetts Hill
 The New Street Theatre was built by local builder Thomas Saul 1774; a neo-classical facade was added by Samuel Wyatt 1777; it suffered serious fires 1792 and 1820 and was restored; it was granted the Royal status 1807 becoming The Theatre Royal (For illustration see BIBLIOGRAPHY Upton 1993). Closed 1902 for complete refurbishment and reopened 1904 with seating for 2200. Closed 1956 and demolished; a Woolworth store was built on the site. Two medallions in artificial coade stone by Coade & Sealy of Lambeth c1780 portraying Garrick and Shakespeare were saved from the demolition 1957 by Philip Rodway and are now on the first floor of the Central Library. The Theatre Royal is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque on the first floor of the Charters Building, formerly  the Woolworth building in New Street.

@ @ @   B2 City Centre St Philips Place
 The Blue Coat School/ Bluecoat School was founded 1722 by the first rector of St Philip’s William Higgs, built 1724 to educate children aged 9-14 of poor families; 32 boys and 20 girls were clothed, fed and educated. The school was enlarged 1749, 1777, 1782, and largely rebuilt 1794 by John Rawsthorne as a 4-storey neo-classical building; from 1728 64 children attended, from 1783 97, 1816 158. A master taught children reading, writing and arithmetic, a mistress taught girls needlework and housework; in 1866 there was a headmaster, 2 masters and 2 mistresses. From 1817 the school was effectively a CofE school. Overcrowding by 1902 led to premises in Steelhouse Lane and Bull Street being rented. In 1920 the school was recognised as a public elementary school accommodating 250 pupils; the building was again enlarged 1922. The founding of the school is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque on the Halifax Building Society in St Philips Place.

A new school by Ball & Simister was built on the site of a large private residence Harborne Hill House at B15 Harborne Somerset Road 1930 and the original building sold and demolished 1935 with no visible trace. The main entrance plan of the present building is based on the original school in town. The admission age was lowered to 7 in 1938; the school took aided status 1948 which was given up 1955. In 1955 there were 8 classrooms. Detached buildings are placed around three sides of a large grassed quadrangle. The school which was set up for under-privileged children and funded by legacies, gifts and charitable trusts for over 200 years is now fee-paying.

Birmingham’s first public statues (excluding church monuments), a boy and girl in uniform by Edward Grubb & Samuel Grubb 1770 in stone painted 1881 which stood on the front of the old building were placed in niches in the hall of the new school building; copies made from casts in artificial stone by William Bloye 1930 stand in niches above the main entrance porch. Inscribed under the boy: Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it. Inscribed under the girl: We cannot recompense you but ye shall be recompensed at the resurrection of the just. The inscriptions are inexplicably reversed on the replicas.


@ @ @   B2 City Centre Union Street
 The Birmingham Library was established 1779 as a private lending library at the house of button-maker John Lee 115 Snow Hill with 19 subscribers. The library was reorganised by Joseph Priestley 1781, moved to a building in the Swan Yard, High Street then soon to Upper Priory. It was moved 1797 to purpose-built premises designed by William Hollins on land formerly a bowling green roughly on the site of the City Arcade/ Union Passage, Union Street. In 1899 70 000 books were moved to the library’s new home in Margaret Street designed in red brick with stone dressings by Cossins Peacock & Bewlay. From 1965 this building has also been the home of the Birmingham & Midland Institute BMI. The library now has some 100,000 books including 18th-century volumes from its earliest years and a good collection of late-19th- and early-20th-century novels. The Margaret Street building has a copy of the motto above the door at the original Birmingham Library - AD MERCATURAM BONARUM ARTIUM PROFECTUS, ET TIBI ET OMNIBUS DITESCES: Having profited in the commerce of good arts, both yourself and all people will be enriched. Grade II* 


@ @ @   B2 City Centre Union Street
 The General Dispensary was established 1794 in neo-classical chapel-like building to provide medical help to poorer people. It was demolished 1957, but the sculptured tympanum of the door is preserved in the Museum & Art Gallery.


@ @ @   B5 City Centre Moor Street
 Birmingham Public Office designed by William Hollins was built 1807 for the Street Commissioners and included an upstairs courtroom and prison to the rear. Neo-classical in style the offices were criticised at the time as over-ostentatious for a public building. Moor Street Station was built on the site 1909. The Street Commissioners effectively replaced what remained of the medieval manorial system and were an oligarchy elected by a few individuals based on a property qualification. The Commissioners had the power to raise a rate and control over cleansing and lighting streets, markets and railways. In Birmingham the system lasted from 1769-1851 when it was replaced by the town council which had much wider powers.


@ @ @   B6 Aston
 Aston School: in 1739 at one end of Aston vicarage barn a small house with a stable belonging to the vicar was built as a school. When it opened or closed is not known.


@ @ @   B7 Duddeston Devon Street (east side)
 The Galton family home built 1758 in neo-classical style between Duddeston Mill Road and Saltley Viaduct was called Duddeston House, Dudson House or later confusingly Duddeston Hall. After the Galtons left 1838 the house was used as a lunatic asylum 1835-1865. St Matthew’s Branch School Cato Street opened for infants in one room of the hall 1868; the building was altered 1869 to accommodate 746 boys, girls and infants and a teacher’s house. The school was renamed St Anne’s National School c1870. HMI reported poor buildings and poor education 1894 and the Board of Education demanded building improvements 1912. The building was dangerous 1923, repaired by 1926; reorganised 1930 for 420 juniors and infants; became St Anne’s CofE Primary School 1951. Accommodation 1961 10 classrooms; closed and demolished 1971.


@ @ @   B8 Ward End/ Washwood Heath Ingleton Road/ Ward End Road
 ‘Washwood School’ was established for poor children as a result of legacies of Joseph King and Robert King 1717; another school was established in Washwood Heath by Colonel Thomas Astbury c1815 for c60 children and supported by his legacy from 1820; from 1835 the King legacy was used to support Astbury’s school, presumably the schools were then one and the same. By this time there were only c12 pupils mostly fee-paying and the school was held in a rented house. By 1844 the school was known as Washwood National School, by c1860 Little Bromwich National School in St Margarets Avenue (east side, just north of St Margarets Road junction) which comprised a newly built/ newly enlarged? schoolroom for 65 children and a teacher’s house. Transferred to Aston School Board as Ward End Board School 1879; enlarged 1888; later known as Ward End Council School. Ingleton Road Council School opened 1931 by Birmingham Education Department for 532 children to replace it but the board school buildings continued in use as an annexe for c100 children. The new school was damaged by a German bomb 1941, repaired 1953; renamed Ward End County Primary School 1954; accommodation 1961 11 classrooms.


@ @ @   B8 Ward End St Margarets Road
 Ye Old Barley Mow appears on Tomlinson’s 1759 map; the early 20th-century rebuilt public house still stands.


@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath High Street
 The Cross Guns was an 18th-century inn so-named after the owner’s other occupation as a gunsmith; an espalier pear was trained across the front of the low 2-storey building which gave the inn its nickname of The Pear Tree. Centrally placed the public house was used for local meetings and from the 1840s as a police station and courtroom. Kings Heath Brewery was built behind the inn 1831 by the Bate family. The present mock-timbered Tudor style public house was built 1897 on a much larger scale with the development of Kings Heath High Street as a major shopping thoroughfare; refurbished c1998 and renamed the Goose and Granite.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Lee Crescent
 Crowley’s Charity School was set up by a trust administering Anne Crowley’s will 1733; 10 children were to be taught to read by a poor woman appointed by the trustees to be paid £5 a year. In 1827 10 girls were being taught to read, sew and knit in the mistress’s house. Crowley’s Orphanage founded 1869 in Lee Crescent absorbed the trust and school.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Prichatts Road 
 Edgbaston RC School, actual name unknown, was founded c1725, moved to Baddesley Clinton c1790, closed 1829.


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Old Church Road/ Old Church Avenue
 St Peter’s Church of England J&I School originally Harborne Endowed School was founded before 1757 on a site further from the church than the present one. In 1822 40 children were taught free by the schoolmaster who lived on-site; his wife taught the girls sewing and knitting. The school was rebuilt 1837 on the present site with two classrooms and a master’s house in red brick with stone dressings funded by National Society finance and government grant. Another classroom was added 1848 doubling the accommodation; further alterations 1852 and enlargement 1872, 1903, 1912; one class was held in the vicarage 1937-1947 and subsequently at Elmley Lodge. From 1952 it became an infant and junior school. The school has thus been much altered over the years but part of it and the former Master’s House are Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B19 Hockley/ Newtown Summer Lane (opposite Hospital Street and north of the junction)
 Fund-raising for the General Hospital began 1765 by Dr John Ash; work started 1766 but funds ran out and a musical concert was held 1768 to raise more money. This was the first in a series of triennial concerts which lasted until 1912. The building finally opened 1779 with beds for 40 patients; it was a 3-storey neo-classical building which was continually enlarged; however, with the continuing growth of the town it had to be eventually replaced with a new building in Steelhouse Lane 1897. Nearby also in Summer Lane was the Asylum for the Infant Poor 1779. The site is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque on the CENTRO offices; Ash is commemorated by a blue plaque on the Rackhams store on Temple Row. 

@ @ @   B23 Erdington High Street
 The Roebuck was the Bulls Head 1760, Half-Way House in the days of Four Oaks racecourse after 1870; demolished 1965 during redevelopment and rebuilt 1967.


@ @ @   B23 Erdington High Street/ Station Road
 Two cottages were demolished for the Cross Keys built 1911 in front of the old inn which was converted from an 18th-century house. The road to Lichfield was turnpiked 1802.


@ @ @   B23 Erdington/ Tyburn Kingsbury Road/ Chester Road
 The Tyburn House was a large plain Georgian inn built before 1817, demolished 1930 and rebuilt in stone in a Tudor style by C E Bateman. It was situated on the main London-Chester road.


@ @ @   B25 South Yardley/ Yardley Coventry Road/ Kathleen Road 
 Yardley Workhouse where out-relief was also given. From 1836 Yardley was in a Poor Law Union with Solihull, where the new workhouse opened 1839. The workhouse was subsequently let as tenements until the early 20th century.

@ @ @   B28 Hall Green Stratford Road/ School Road
 In 1721 the master of a new school in Hall Green, Hall Green School/ Hall Green Free School was left 20 shillings a year by Joseph Fox; this is probably the same school set up by the Yardley Trust 1710 and known by 1819 as Hall Green Yardley Charity School which took free c40 children sent by the trustees. The master could also accept 4 paying boarders; a playground and garden were rented for the school. In 1881 average attendance was 26 pupils. The school was a plain Georgian building in domestic style with a later extension with had gothic windows; it stood next to the present site of the Horse Shoes public house. This school closed 1898 and the children transferred to Hall Green Board School. The building continued in use until 1910 as a private school, later a shop and a garage until its demolition in the 1970s.

Hall Green National School was in existence by 1833 with 30 girls on roll; the rented building had one schoolroom and was thoroughly repaired 1877. 1890 it transferred to the Yardley School Board as Hall Green Temporary Board School and closed 1893 when Hall Green Board School built in red brick and terracotta opened with a teacher’s house and accommodation for 240 girls and infants. Enlarged 1925-1929, enlarged 1930 and reorganised for juniors and infants. 1961 accommodation 17 classrooms.


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Church Road
 Northfield Charity School was founded from a legacy left by Dr William Worth 1742 and established c1758; additional legacies were added by T L Soley and Thomas Lloyd by 1832. The school was held in the church vestry until 1820 when the school and Sunday school hired a room elsewhere. By 1832 the school included 12 poor boys who were taught free; by 1836 there were 6 girls on roll. A Sunday school was in existence 1837; a teacher’s house added 1844. A new day school, Northfield National School, opened 1845 and absorbed the charity school; average attendance was 81. The school received annual grants from 1872 by which time there were 2 classrooms with the teacher’s house in-between. Infant school enlarged 1890; a new girls’ school was built 1898 on a new site and the old mixed school used for boys only. A classroom was added 1904. The Board of Education demanded improvements to the playground 1912; 1925-1927 the parish hall was also used for 1 class, then replaced by 2 classrooms in huts. Reorganised for juniors and infants only 1939; became CofE aided 1952; additional accommodation was taken at Northfield Institute 1953. The school was renamed St Laurence’s CofE Primary School 1954; accommodation 1961 13 classrooms.


@ @ @   B68 Quinton Hagley Road West/ Monckton Road/ Kingsway
 Quinton Farm/ Quintain Green/ Tinkers Farm/ Moncton House/ Moncton Farm/ Monckton Farm was a Georgian neo-classical brick building with 5 bays and 2 storeys rebuilt as such 1750. Ambrose Foley became a methodist and entertained John Wesley here 1778. The Kings Highway public house now stands on the site. The barn was used as a meeting house; attendance increased and Foley built a preaching house on the Hagley Road West to the rear of the Tollhouse. Known as Ambrose Foley’s Preaching House this chapel survived until 1877 when the new Hagley Road Wesleyan Chapel on Ridgacre Road was built to replace it. The chapel closed 1935 when Wesleyans merged with Primitive Methodists. The building was used Quinton postal sorting office until 1948.

@ @ @   B72 Sutton Town Centre Mill Street
 Sutton Almshouses stood on the east side of Mill Street north-west of Holy Trinity Church having been built under the 1528 Sutton Charter; they were demolished by the Sutton Corporation 1737 and replaced by Sutton Workhouse (with the local jail attached) which survived until 1834 when Sutton joined the Aston Union and the workhouse closed.


@ @ @   B75 Sutton Coldfield Hill Wood Camp Road
 During the Napoleonic Wars a military camp was built 1811 to house the Edinburgh Militia, the Sussex Militia, the 7th Dragoon Guards and an artillery brigade; after British victory over the French at the Battle of Waterloo 1815 the militias were disbanded.
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@ @ @   B3 City Centre
 St Pauls Square is Birmingham’s only remaining Georgian square and is now a conservation area; in Birmingham few Georgian buildings survived the 19th century rebuilding. There is here a variety of late-18th-century houses of different types, generally of red brick, 3 bays wide and 2 and a half storeys tall, and with a central pedimented porch flanked by neo-classical columns. Much of Birmingham must have looked like this in the 18th century.

St Paul’s Church is Grade I Listed; the following are Grade II Listed: Nos. 1, 3-5, 11, 12-14, 33, 34, 35-38, 42a, 55. Although designed as high-class town housing, a site so close to the town centre quickly became industrialised; much of the nearby area still is.

St Pauls Square Conservation Area includes all or part of Brook Street, Caroline Street, Charlotte Street, Cox Street, Great Charles Street Queensway, James Street, Lionel Street, Ludgate Hill, Mary Ann Street, Northwood Street, St Pauls Square, St Pauls Terrace, Water Street.

@ @ @   B4 City Centre Loveday Street
 Nos.44-49 Loveday Street are houses in a late 18th-century red-brick terrace, some houses with shop fronts c1865. They are important survivals and Grade II Listed. BSMR.


@ @ @   B5 City Centre Bartholomew Row/ Fox Street
 Nos.7-12 Bartholomew Row were formerly late 18th-century houses with alterations and additions to make 19th-century workshops and shops.
Nos.7-10 are probably 18th-century and housed William Spurrier’s malthouse and warehouses c1800.
Nos.11-12 were probably rebuilt c1860. H B London & Bros brass-stampers moved in 1910, occupied the whole block by 1928 and which was taken over by Christopher Wray Lighting Emporium c1980. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B8 Ward End/ Washwood Heath St Margarets Road/ Washwood Heath Road
 Ward End Social Club is housed in a late 18th-century building known as Normanhurst. It is Georgian in style with a neo-classical front doorway. At one time the home of Alderman Thomas Clayton of Fellows, Moreton & Clayton canal carriers. It has been altered and has a 20th-century extension to the right. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B11 Sparkbrook Sampson Road Farm Park 
 The Elizabethan farmhouse of Owens Farm was bought 1742 by Birmingham ironmaster Sampson Lloyd II. He built c1755 the large Georgian country house which survives and later demolished the original farm. Lloyd spent most time in his large town house in Edgbaston Street; his rural retreat was known to the family simply as Farm known now as Lloyd House. It was given to the City by Alderman Lloyd after World War I. Grade II* Listed. 


@ @ @   B12 Highgate Moseley Road
 One of the row of early 19th-century houses built in the country away from the industrialising town is a late 18th-century survival.


@ @ @   B13 Kings Heath Brook Lane
 A very much altered 18th-century squatter’s cottage known as Bulley Hall derived from a medieval assart pre-13th-century. The expanding medieval population encouraged people to set up home on remaining wastes and commons and claim squatters’ rights. Bulley Brook aka Coldbath Brook or Greethurst Brook runs close by. This area was formerly part of Billesley Common. It was rebuilt early in the late-19th/ early 20th century and named Billesley Hall becoming the clubhouse of Moseley Golf Course 1905.


@ @ @   B14 Brandwood End Dawberry Fields Road/ Dawberry Close
 Brandwood House is first recorded 1638 but is likely to be of older foundation. This is a large neo-classically styled house originally with extensive grounds built on a high prominence. The house was owned by the Gem family who had legal interests in Birmingham and bought 1890 by G F Lyndon who was involved in the tool-making business. With many alterations and additions the building was used as a golf clubhouse in the early 20th century; in 1936 it served as the Automobile Association HQ and is now a Territorial Army barracks.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Prichatts Road
 No.6 The Masshouse (Mass House/ Masshouse Farm) is a timber-framed, brick-infilled 2-storey building used for Roman Catholic worship after the Masshouse, Masshouse Circus was destroyed 1688. Services continued here until 1786 when St Peter’s opened in Broad Street, ICC site. Grade II Listed. BSMR.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Wellington Road
 Nos.1-3 Wellington Road 18th-century houses. BSMR


@ @ @   B16 Edgbaston/ Ladywood Hagley Road/ Plough and Harrow Road
 Berkeley House No.119 is a late 18th-century 5-bay 2-storey brick house in neo-classical Georgian style. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B16 Edgbaston/ Ladywood Waterworks Road 
 Perrotts Folly/ The Monument, c30m high, 139 steps, was built in red brick with 6 storeys as a gothic viewing tower 1758 by John Perrott on his country estate, the old manorial park of Rotton Park. It is octagonal and has pointed gothic-style windows; the top storey is embattled. Perrott lived at the rebuilt Rotton Park Lodge at Gillott Road/ Rotton Park Road junction. After Perrott’s death 1766 his grandson sold off the estate which was subsequently built on with housing. The folly was used from 1884 as one of the world’s first weather stations by Abraham Follet Osler, inventor of the self-regulating wind gauge, and as the Midland Institute weather observatory until 1984. A successful public appeal was made 1958 for its repair. Grade II* Listed building regularly open to the public.


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Greenfield Road 
 Greenfield House Nos.116-118 David Cox Court, the home from 1814 until his death of Birmingham painter David Cox 1783-1859, is a late 18th-century 2-storey house (No.118) with a 19th-century extension (No.116); Grade II Listed. Cox was born in his father’s smithy at B5 Heath Mill Lane and painted miniatures for lockets and later scenery for the Theatre Royal in New Street before setting up as a professional artist. He is is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque here.

BSMR


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Harborne Park Road/ Old Church Road 
 Harborne House was at one time the manor house and is a 3-storey brick building built in the late 18th century for ironmaster Thomas Green. It has additions of 1902 built by A S Dixon with plasterwork and leadwork by George Bankart, and metalwork by the Birmingham Guild of Handicraft. It became Bishops Croft 1911 and is still the residence of the Bishop of Birmingham. Largely Georgian it is Grade II Listed. 

No.16 Elmley Lodge Old Church Road/ Vicarage Road is early 19th-century since altered, Grade II Listed; Nos.7&9 are Grade II Listed as The Bell Inn public house. BSMR. 

This is within Harborne Old Village Conservation Area which includes all or parts of the following: Harborne Park Road, Old Church Avenue, Old Church Road, St Peters Road, Vicarage Road. The significance of the surviving village centres of Harborne, Kings Norton, Northfield and Yardley was recognised when they were designated in the city’s second batch of conservation areas 1969. The village was incidentally preserved when the old roads were realigned as turnpikes to bypass the narrow congested lanes of the village centres in the 18th century.


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Old Church Road/ Grove Lane
 Harborne Hall: an earlier manor house is likely on this site; the present building is late 19th-century. The hall was later occupied by wealthy Birmingham business people. Alterations and additions were made c1870 and c1890. During World War 1 the hall was a home for Belgian refugees and a military hospital; it was a boys’ preparatory school 1919-1924. From 1925 it was a convent and from 1988 a multi-faith centre. The hall is within Harborne Village Conservation Area.


@ @ @   B18 Handsworth Soho Avenue
 Soho House was an unfinished mid-18th-century house overlooking the Soho Manufactory site bought 1761 by industrialist Matthew Boulton built and rebuilt in Georgian neo-classical style from 1766 first by Samuel Wyatt, later by James Wyatt. The front of the building is certainly James Wyatt’s and is neo-classical in style, 3 storeys, 7 bays faced with slate, four tall Ionic pilastered columns; the Ionic porch restored 1957. Boulton installed many innovations, the first central heating ducts in this country since Roman times, piped hot water to the bath, flush toilets, gaslights, alloy window frames. Boulton lived at Soho House from 1766 until his death 1809 and is commemorated here by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque. Later a Ladies’ College, Soho Hall Hotel and Soho House police hostel, the house opened as a City museum 1994. Grade II* Listed. BSMR (See BIBLIOGRAPHY Drake 1998).

The Lunar Society probably founded by Boulton c1766 usually met here (See BIBLIOGRAPHY Bird 1991, Cadbury 1966, Upton 1993) although other members’ houses were occasionally used. The Lunar Society was a loose group of liberal thinkers, scientists and technologists who dined together on the Monday nearest the full moon to enable them to go home late with some light. Members included Erasmus Darwin of Lichfield, a medical doctor with wide interest in mechanics and grandfather of Charles Darwin; Dr William Small, Boulton’s doctor and maths tutor at William & Mary College Williamsburg in Virginia where he taught Thomas Jefferson; John Whitehurst, clockmaker; Josiah Wedgwood of pottery fame and an early promoter of canal transport; novelist Richard Lovell Edgeworth, inventor of horse carriages and of a land-measuring device like a click-wheel known as Edgeworth’s perambulator; Thomas Day, a prominent anti-slavery campaigner; Captain James Keir of West Bromwich, glass and chemical manufacturer; James Watt of steam engine fame, inventor of the world’s first office document copying machine and of the sculpture copying machine; Dr William Withering, discoverer of digitalis; Joseph Priestley, nonconformist minister and scientist who experimented with electricity, isolated oxygen and invented soda water; Samuel Galton Jnr, gunmaker who discovered that the 7 colours of the spectrum are made up of only red, yellow and blue; Dr Jonathan Stokes, who investigated the medicinal value of plants; Rev Dr Robert Johnson, chemist. The group often referred to themselves as lunatics.


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Hamstead Hall Road
 No.58 Hawthorne House is originally a Georgian building; in 1841 it was the home of Bullock the ironmaster whose foundry was in West Bromwich. As seen it is Victorian having been altered and added to in the early 19th century; the centre-piece is painted brick of 3-storeys and 3 bays with a central tuscan porch. Inside an 1890 staircase remains and stained glass windows, one signed and dated EB 1862, another signed EB and inscribed ‘Dieu donne toutes choses’ = God gives everything. Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Wood Lane
 Calthorpe Cottages Nos.1-4 are mid-18th century single-storey brick estate cottages, some altered in the 18th and 20th centuries. They may actually date back to the 17th century. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Wood Lane/ Lea Hall Road
 Lea Hall is a 3-storey neo-classical brick house built c1790 for the Muntz family with a stable block to the west. Hall and stable are Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B23 Erdington 192 Jerrys Lane
 The Hovel is a very rare survival of a small primitive late 18th-century farm labourer’s cottage with 19th-century alterations in the grounds of a Victorian farm. Most pre-Victorian survivals are of substantial houses lived in by people of some wealth. The Hovel is more typical of run-of-the-mill housing: plain plank doors survive, a cast-iron cooking range in the living room, hob grate and brick copper in the back kitchen. The house is shown on the Erdington Enclosure map 1802 on Turf Pit Road now Jerrys Lane. Many houses were even less substantial than this and have disappeared without trace. This is a humble and consequently important Grade II Listed building. BSMR


@ @ @   B23 Stockland Green/ Witton Brookvale Road/ George Road
 Witton Hall was a manor house built c1730 built by the Allestree family of Yardley, much remodelled in the 19th century which stands at the north end of Brookvale Park. It was a private school in 1850 and Home for the Aged from 1907 until at least 1959. The manor dates back to Domesday: it is not known whether an earlier manor house stood on this site. Grade A Locally Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B24 Erdington Moor End Lane
 Poplar Cottage is a late-18th-century brick-built house of 3 storeys. It was doubled in size c1850 in similar style and a wing to the right added c1900 with mock timber-framing. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B24 Erdington Orchard Road
 Erdington Conservative Club is housed in a large c1700 building with some 19th-century window alterations. The doorway is mid-19th-century and the extended cross-wing c1880. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B24 Erdington/ Birches Green Rookery Park Kingsbury Road/ Western Road
 Rookery House/ The Rookery is probably built on a medieval site. The present house certainly replaced an earlier building and is early Georgian c1730 with Victorian additions c1850. In the 18th century the house was occupied by the Spooner family, ironmasters who ran Bromford Forge and Aston Furnace. This was the home of Dorothy Spooner, wife of the anti-slavery campaigner William Wilberforce. Birmingham’s first Tory MP 1844-1847 was born here 1783. Glass manufacturer Brueton Gibbons lived here from 1816 installing the first etched plate-glass doors in the country. Erdington separated from Aston manor 1894 to which it had belonged since before the Norman Conquest to become a self-governing Urban District Council. Rookery House was bought as Erdington Council House and so used until 1911. At the same the gardens were opened as Erdington’s first public park, Rookery Park. Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B25 Yardley Church Road
 No.431 Church Road Yardley c1796, a tall brick-built house with detached coach house was a general store until 1960s.


@ @ @   B26 Sheldon Church Road/ Ragley Drive
 Sheldon Old Rectory or Rectory Farm is 18th-century in appearance but based on a earlier (17th-century?) building. It is 2-storey timber-framed in rendered brick with a range of farming outhouses now used as a children’s urban farm. Thomas Bray, rector of Sheldon from 1690, the founder of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts and founder of the Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge SPCK 1697 lived here 1690-1729. A Maryland flag now hanging in Birmingham Cathedral was presented in recognition of his efforts in promoting Christianity in the United States. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B26 Sheldon Church Road
 Nos.151-153 Church Road Sheldon 18th-century house and farm outbuildings. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B26 Sheldon Church Road/ Ragley Drive
 Pair of 18th-century cottages in Church Road Sheldon. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green Shirley Road
 Nos.473-475 Shirley Road 18th-century cottages. BSMR


@ @ @   B30 Bournville Bournville Lane
 18th-century kitchen garden walls of former Bournbrook Hall were restored in the 19th and early 20th century. Bournbrook Hall 18th-century stables survive in Bournville Recreation Ground. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Bell Lane
 Nos.5-7 Bell Lane Northfield, late 18th-century brick cottages one of which was later a butcher’s shop. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B33 Tile Cross Gressel Lane
 Sheldon Hall Farm 18th-century barn. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B36 Castle Bromwich Birmingham Road/ Chester Road
 The origins of Castle Bromwich Hall are to be found in the earthworks of Castle Bromwich castle east of M6 Junction 5 between the motorway and the Chelmsley Collector Road. This early 12th-century motte and bailey castle was built possibly on an existing defended site at the Tame ford by the lord of the manor of Castle Bromwich. The wooden castle was never rebuilt in stone and is unlikely to have lasted long. Sandstone foundations of a later Tudor building were found in the bailey, probably castle’s replacement in the 13th century.

A new manor house, Castle Bromwich Hall, was built south of the church (B36 Birmingham Road/ Old Chester Road) by Sir Edward Devereux of Sheldon in the mid-16th century, possibly on the site of the demesne's home farm, as medieval domestic refuse has been found on the site. The house was remodelled to its present neo-classical appearance by Sir William Wilson for Sir John Bridgeman from 1657 and later by his son, Sir John in 1719; a third storey was added as was the elaborate neo-classical 3-storey front porch 1672 with Sir John’s arms in the pediment and the figures of Peace and Plenty 1697 by Sir William Wilson above. Although the great hall/ entrance hall was remodelled by Thomas Rickman 1840 the wide staircase is 17th-century; the exceptionally fine plastered staircase ceiling with its flowers, leaves and fruit is by Gouge, a London stuccoist of national repute; more good plasterwork upstairs; the long gallery ceiling is Rickman’s. 2 large Laguerre paintings. The stable block is 18th-century, but 17th-century brewhouse/ bakehouse and dovecote remain. Rickman added a kitchen wing 1825 and the fashionable asymmetrically placed tower.

The house is not open to the public and used now as offices. (See Country Life Magazine Vol.viii No.144; xxxii.228.) The house and bakehouse are Grade I Listed, the dovecote and stable block are Grade II* Listed, most other parts of the buildings are Grade II Listed. BSMR.


Castle Bromwich Hall and Castle Bromwich Hall Gardens are a rare example of a 17th-century country house still surrounded by its original garden. When Sir John Bridgeman I bought the estate 1657 as well as beginning the classical remodelling of the house, he also had the gardens laid out in the contemporary formal style. His advisor was his cousin, Captain William Winde who had worked on the gardens at Cliveden and Powys, for example. The gardens were designed in a formal arrangement of self-contained areas separated by walls or hedges or changes of level. On his father’s death 1710 John Bridgeman II extended the gardens westwards to their present size of 2.5 hectares. These gardens are remarkable because they survived both the fashionable landscaping made popular by such as Capability Brown in the 18th century which saw the removal of most formal gardens throughout the country and the suburban expansion of Birmingham in the 20th century. Although derelict and overgrown the walls and lay-out of the gardens were largely intact, and the Castle Bromwich Hall Gardens Trust was set up 1985 to restore them. The Gardens are open to the public during the summer season and are listed Grade II* on the Register of Parks and Gardens.

(Some information adapted from the Castle Bromwich Hall Gardens website)


@ @ @   B44 Old Oscott Old Oscott Hill
 Maryvale Institute/ Maryvale Convent of Mercy was built 1752 for Roman Catholic Bishop Thomas Hornyhold. The site originally housed the 17th-century Roman Catholic Mission to the Midlands. It is a plain 3-storey brick building in Georgian neo-classical style. The 1752 chapel since altered survives on the 2nd floor, the 1758 chapel is in brick in neo-classical style with round-arched windows; the sanctuary added 1800 by John Milner who made various alterations to the building up to 1816 when he added the Sacred Heart Chapel on the 2nd floor in gothic style with stained glass by Birmingham glassmakers Egintons. Stone colonnade and exhibition room date from 1816.

From 1794-1834 this was a Roman Catholic school and Seminary for the Midlands; it later removed to St Mary’s College New Oscott. Father Thomas Potts, college president d.1819 is buried in a vault beneath the chapel sacristy. The first English Congregation of the Oratory of St Philip Neri, the Oratorians was founded here by Cardinal 1848. Listed Grade II*. BSMR 

The new Church of Our Lady of the Assumption 1957 designed by G B Cox & Bernard James replaced the original Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception founded 1669; a stone statue 4m tall of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary by Birmingham-trained Peter Bohn is set in a central niche on the south wall.

(For a fuller description of the school and seminary see Oscott College.)


@ @ @   B72 Sutton Coldfield Town Centre Coleshill Street and High Street
 Sutton Coldfield Conservation Area presents the best group in Birmingham of 18th-century buildings including the Church House, Rectory, Holy Trinity Church and Vesey Memorial Gardens 1938 in Coleshill Street and Nos. 1-63 Coleshill Street of which the following are Grade II Listed: Nos. 1-5, 43-63 odd are Grade II Listed.

In High Street Nos.5, 5A, 6 Vesey House (not a house built by Vesey though believed to have been lived in by Bishop Vesey while his new Moor Hall was being built) with Tudor origins though much altered and the house of Agnes Bracken author of the first history of Sutton, No.19 Three Tuns public house, No.27 Royal Hotel, No.36 Culls House. All are brick-built in Georgian neo-classical style and little altered. Nos. 1-47 and 2-56 are within the conservation area; the following are Grade II Listed: 1-3, 2-6, 9, 14-18, 22, 24, 38, 42-52, 56; No.20 is Grade II* Listed.

No.9 Warwick House was built c1800 to replace an earlier Tudor building, the home c1618 of Walter Peyton, an early merchant adventurer with the East India Company founded 1600 whose accounts of his voyages c1613 survive.
No.27, the Royal Hotel was a large Georgian town house c1750 with a walled garden the walls of which survive; in the mid-19th century tanner William Grundy lived here, a photography pioneer; by the end of the century the house was converted to the Swan Hotel, and c1910 became the Royal Hotel. BSMR


@ @ @   B72 Sutton Coldfield Holland Road
 Holland House was a large house built 1732 with extensive grounds which later included the pools of the mill on Plantsbrook; this had been involved in gun-making during the 18th century and was probably closed by 1889. Holland House was demolished 1936, Riland Bedford Secondary School was built on the site 1939, renamed 1986 Plantsbrook School.


@ @ @   B72 Sutton Coldfield Penns Lane 
 Penns Hall is first recorded 1759 leased by Joseph Webster. It is associated with Joseph Penn’s mill nearby, recorded 1618, which was used by Webster and James Horsfall for making high tensile piano wire; this was first exhibited at the Great Exhibition at Crystal Palace 1851. The mill closed 1859 and transferred to Hay Mills. James Horsfall bought the house 1865; it became a hotel 1950. The hall is much altered and not a listed building.


@ @ @   B75 Sutton Coldfield Rectory Road 
 50cm-long sandstone block with carved relief design carved depicting a stag was found 1982 after frosts had loosened the garden wall; it probably came from Sutton Rectory built 1710, demolished 1936. Similar stones have been found during work on cottages on the corner of Rectory Road/ Bedford Road. BSMR


@ @ @   B75 Sutton Coldfield Tamworth Road
 Ashfurlong Hall is a large 7-bay 2-storey Georgian building in neo-classical style but with evidence of Tudor stonework. In the 19th century this was the home of Thomas Colmore, warden of Sutton Coldfield; the house as seen was rebuilt 1804 for a Mr Vaughton High Sheriff of Warwickshire. Grade II* Listed. 

A later occupant was Colonel J H Wilkinson who bought Barr Beacon 1918 and gave it to the public as a memorial to soldiers of the Staffordshire and Warwickshire regiments who died in World War 1; Barr Beacon dome was built in his memory 1933.


@ @ @   B75 Sutton Coldfield Hill Village Hill Village Road
 No.45 The Old Farmhouse or the Forge Farmhouse is a 3-storey Georgian farmhouse in neo-classical style. Grade II Listed. BSMR


 @ @ @   B75 Sutton Coldfield Whitehouse Common Tamworth Road/ Whitehouse Common Road
 Wheatmoor Farmhouse, although originally a working farmhouse was probably designed to be part of a picturesque view from Ashfurlong House. It is in 18th-century revived gothic style with a castellated parapet. BSMR


@ @ @   B76 Minworth Walmley Ash Lane
 Forge Farmhouse is 18th-century and Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B76 Wiggins Hill/ Minworth Greaves Wiggins Hill Road
 Quaker Cottage is a former Friends Meeting House established here c1711; a new building was erected 1724 and closed in c1780. There is a small burial ground in the garden which was used into the early 19th century. The buildings were sold c1890. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B76 Minworth Greaves Kingsbury Road
 Minworth Greaves farmhouse is a large 3-storey Georgian farmhouse in neo-classical style, late 18th-/ early 19th-century. Grade II. BSMR


HOME
HOME to GEORGIAN CONTENTS
GAZETTEER

Demolished Georgian Residential Buildings

HOME
HOME to GEORGIAN CONTENTS
(BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Broad Street
 Baskerville House council offices 1939 mark the site of John Baskerville’s house and estate, Easy Hill built 1745. The building was sold for conversion for private development 2000.


John Baskerville (1706-1775) carved tombstones and had a japanning business on the site but is best known as a printer of quality books and the inventor of the Baskerville font; he became Overseer and Surveyor of Birmingham Highways and High Bailiff of the Manor. An atheist he was buried in the conical base of a disused windmill in his own garden. Baskerville was disinterred when canal wharves, the New Wharves were built 1821, his remains transferred after some years to Christ Church catacombs (New Street/ Colmore Row) and on the church’s demolition 1893 reburied 1898 at the Church of England Cemetery Warstone Lane in a vault beneath the chapel which was demolished 1953 but with the vaults intact. Baskerville is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque on Baskerville House.

As John Ryland’s house Easy Hill was burnt by the mob in the 1791 Riots.

Outside Baskerville House stand eight free-standing stone blocks with reversed letters representing his first publication of Virgil in his own Baskerville typeface; the work entitled Industry and Genius 1990 is by David Patten who trained at Birmingham Polytechnic/ UCE.


@ @ @   B1 City Centre Broad Street
 The original Byngas, later Bingley House was demolished 1750 and rebuilt. Before the end of the century it was the home of banker Charles Lloyd. It was altered and extended 1840 and renamed Bingley Hall. The house and a temporary wooden building in the grounds were used for An Exhibition of the Manufactures of Birmingham and the Midland Counties 1849. This was held at the same time as the meeting of the British Association in Birmingham and visitors included Prince Albert and Charles Darwin. The idea of a display of industry and art was taken from here by Prince Albert and came to fruition in the 1851 Great Exhibition at the Crystal Palace, by which time Bingley Hall had been demolished to make way for the North Tunnel bringing the Birmingham, Wolverhampton & Stour Valley Railway into New Street Station.
In 1850 Bingley Hall was built close to the site of the original house, and was the world's first purpose-built permanent exhibition hall. It was built by J A Chatwin using surplus iron columns from London’s Euston Station. The hall had 10 entrances and could be divided into 5 separate exhibition areas; it could hold 25 000 people and was used for agricultural shows, religious and political meetings, pop concerts, caravan shows, etc. Gladstone was recorded on an Edison phonograph, the world's first recording of a political speech. Bingley Hall burned down 1983 and the remains were subsequently demolished. Britain’s first purpose-built convention centre, the International Convention Centre ICC now stands on the site.


@ @ @   B3 City Centre Newhall Street/ Lionel Street/ Great Charles Street Queensway
 New Hall was the large Jacobean residence of the Colmore family which stood at the centre of a large estate on land formerly belonging to St Thomas’ Priory. Newhall Street was originally an avenue lined with elm trees leading to the house which stood below Great Charles Street. The Colmore family had come from France in medieval times and had bought up in 1560 parts of St Thomas’s Priory land at the dissolution of the monasteries from 1536. William, a wealthy mercer lived at the corner of High Street and Moor Street and his sons William and Ambrose extended the family possessions still further; it was probably William Junior who had New Hall built with a large estate surrounding it from Sand Pits to Livery Street. There were two pools on the estate: the Great Pool north of the house (Livery Street), and the Little Pool just behind the house (Lionel Street west end). Much of the estate was sold or leasehold on 99-year terms by Ann Colmore 1747 and many of the streets in that area are named after members of the family. (See BIBLIOGRAPHY Bird 1970 for details of the Colmore succession.)


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Bath Street/ Snow Hill (this junction is no longer there: St Chads Circus is on the site)
 The world’s first mutual building society was set up 1775 by Richard Ketley proprietor of the Golden Cross Inn.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Corporation Street (formerly Lichfield Street), north of Old Square and backing onto Steelhouse Lane
Outside Birmingham’s first workhouse roughly on the site of the Victoria Law Courts inventor John Wyatt built the world’s first platform weighbridge 1741 which could weigh carts up to 6 tonnes. Previously carts had to be hoisted up to be weighed. This was known as the ‘Town Machine’ and primarily used for weighing loads of wood and iron for the nearby steelhouses. Wyatt, a carpenter from Weeford near Lichfield also invented the mechanical spinning machine, a mechanical file cutting machine, and made fire engines, lathes and lightning conductors. He died 1726 and was buried at St Philip’s where his grave can be found at the north end of the churchyard.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Corporation Street (formerly Lichfield Street), north of Old Square and backing onto Steelhouse Lane
 Birmingham Union Workhouse 1733, a typical Georgian neo-classical building stood on the site of the Victorian Law Courts; later in the century symmetrical wings were added, one a hospital 1766, the other workshops. It was considered the pride of the place when built and thousands came to see it opened. The workhouse had accommodation for 600; 1797 accommodation for a further 300 poor children was made available in Summer Lane at the Asylum for the Infant Poor. 1852 a very large new workhouse was built on Western Road on Birmingham Heath, now part of Dudley Road Hospital/ City Hospital.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre The Square/ Old Square
 The Square/ Old Square was built on land formerly belonging to the Priory of St Thomas and close to the site of the Priory buildings; the land had passed through the Holte family (of Aston Hall), through the Smalbrokes/ Smallbrookes (of Blakesley Hall) in 1697 to John Pemberton who developed Old Square as the centre of the town’s most prestigious housing from 1710. Most of the centre of the square was taken up with a tree-lined grassed garden surrounded by iron railings. Pemberton himself lived in The Square, as did property developer Henry Bradford. Surgeon Dr Edmund Hector frequently entertained Samuel Johnson on visits from Lichfield; when Dr Johnson first arrived 1732 he spent 6 months ill in bed and was much cajoled by Hector to dictate his first published book. Birmingham’s first MP Joshua Scholefield later lived there as did his son William Scholefield, Birmingham’s first mayor, and ironmaster and banker Sampson Lloyd III.


The 1870s building of Corporation Street by Joseph Chamberlain cut through the square; the last Georgian houses were demolished 1896. (See BIBLIOGRAPHY Dent 1897)


The pedestrian area of the square was put below ground level by the inner-ring-road from 1965 although it was restored to ground level 2000. A large moulded mural c1966 portrays the square’s history. Memorial to comedian Tony Hancock 1924-1968 unveiled by Sir Harry Secombe 1996.

@ @ @   B4 City Centre Steelhouse Lane (west side/ now the middle of Colmore Circus)
 Galton House was the home of Samuel Galton Senior, gunmaker later of Duddeston Hall.


@ @ @   B7 Ashted/ Duddeston Barrack Street/ Great Brook Street (south-west of the junction)
 Dr Ash’s house: Dr John Ash had built, though never lived in a large neo-classical style house which was converted into St James the Less chapel 1791. Ashted was a rapidly developing residential area for the well-to-do moving out of the centre of town at this time. The church was a plain rectangular brick building with a semi-circular projection on one side surmounted with a cupola. Until 1830 there were no free seats, all seats were rented; in 1830 seating arrangements were rearranged to provide 150 free seats; the church was lengthened by half 1835 to make a further 850 seats available; restored 1887-9, severe World War 2 damage, demolished 1956.


@ @ @   B7 Duddeston Devon Street (east side)
 The Galton family home built 1758 in neo-classical style between Duddeston Mill Road and Saltley Viaduct was called Duddeston House, Dudson House or later confusingly Duddeston Hall (See the moated site of Duddeston Hall above). There was a 2-hectare lake here stocked with exotic waterfowl. Galton used Duddeston Mill to manufacture guns which he sold at his premises in B4 Steelhouse Lane. After the Galtons left 1838 the house was used as a lunatic asylum 1835-1865, later as St Matthew’s Church School, from 1868 St Anne’s School, demolished 1971. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B8 Saltley/ Washwood Heath Washwood Heath Road/ Hutton Road
 Red Hill House, a plain neo-classical country house built by William Hutton 1769 on an attractive spot at Bennetts Hill which he had often passed en route to his home town of Derby. The house was burned during the 1791 Birmingham Riots. William Hutton 1723-1815 opened a bookshop in the High Street 1750 and Birmingham’s first circulating library 1751. He became a commissioner for debts for Birmingham and published the first edition of his History of Birmingham 1782. His son built Bennetts Hill House opposite which was lived in by Councillor Herrick from 1900 until its demolition in the 1930s. Birmingham’s first historian, William Hutton died 20 September 1815, was buried at Aston church and is commemorated by a monument at Ward End church.


@ @ @   B11 Showell Green/ Sparkhill Showell Green Lane
 Showell Green House was a large Georgian country residence north of Philip Sidney Road. This is likely to have been built on the site of the Russells’ home at Showell Green which was destroyed in the 1791 Birmingham Riots. Showell Green House was used as the Birmingham Women’s Hospital annexe until c1970 when it was demolished. No visible remains. The Women’s Hospital was originally at the Crescent (site B1 King Edwards Road) but moved to Showell Green 1878 helped by donations from Louisa Ryland. The Women's Hospital is now at the Queen Elizabeth Medical Centre in Edgbaston where a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque commemorates Dame Hilda Lloyd, Senior Surgeon and President of the Royal College of Obstetrics and Gynaecology.

@ @ @   B11 Showell Green/ Sparkhill Showell Green Lane
 Showellhurst was a fine shuttered Regency mansion and stood opposite Showell Green House until demolition 1978. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B11 Sparkbrook between Priestley Road and Larches Street
 A plaque marks the site of Joseph Priestley’s country mansion, Fair Hill, destroyed in the 1791 Birmingham Riots. Priestley was minister of the New Meeting in Birmingham and an experimental scientist with his laboratory at Fair Hill; he experimented with electricity, isolated oxygen and invented soda water. After the riots Priestley left for the United States 1794 and never returned. 
The house was rebuilt as the Larches and home of Dr William Withering after Edgbaston Hall and later of Thomas Attwood and the Galton family. It was demolished c1871. Erasmus Road marks the route of the drive to the house. The site was built over with housing in the 19th-century and again in the 1960s.


@ @ @   B11 Sparkbrook Stratford Road/ Gladstone Road
 Sparkbrook House


@ @ @   B11 Sparkhill Sunfield Grove
 Greet House c1750 or earlier was built on the summit of the Hill; demolished c1925.


@ @ @   B12 Longmore Street
 Longmoors was a originally a farm and the country retreat of Rev Dr John Cox, chaplain of St John’s Deritend for 40 years; the house was certainly there 1798 but was likely much older; it was sold 1869 and later demolished as the area was developed for housing.


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Moseley Road/ Belgrave Middleway (south-west of the junction)
 Highgate House (later Belgrave House and Balsall Heath House) was a large building built before 1791 standing in a 10 hectare estate west of the Moseley Road; Button magnate Henry Haden lived here until 1837. Demolished by 1876 and the estate mined for clay by William Charley, owner of Harrisons Brickworks. Belgrave Hotel was built on the site as well as a number of houses and shops all demolished during the redevelopment of Highgate and north-west Balsall Heath during the 1960s.


@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath Vicarage Road/ Cartland Road

 Priory Farm was 17th-century; it was the home of gun- and sword-maker William Deakins of Sarehole Mill in the early 1800s. Bought by brassfounder James Cartland 1845 with c5ha of land it was rebuilt in the second half of the 19th century in gothic style grey stone by the Cartland family as Bleak House later The Priory. On the death of Major Howard Cartland 1940 the house and grounds were sold; King Edward VI Camp Hill School was built on the site 1956. No visible remains.


@ @ @   B5/ B12 Digbeth Moseley Street/ Charles Henry Street

 Apollo House was built originally as a hotel and pleasure gardens on the banks of the River Rea; the venture failed and the house subsequently became the residence of several well-to-do families including historian William Hamper.


An old lady recalled her memories of the late-18th/ early-19th century in the Birmingham Daily Gazette 1866: 'There used to be pleasure boats for rowing parties up the river under Deritend Bridge, then just finished and put up in place of the old pier bridge. Having passed Bradford Street and Cheapside bridges they arrived at the lovely sequestered and elegant gardens of Apollo House in Moseley Street.’

@ @ @   B16 Rotton Park Dudley Road/ City Road/ Icknield Port Road
 Summerfield House home of the Chance family, glassmakers, was a large country house originally dating from the late 17th century set in parkland some of which became a public park, Summerfield Park 1876. The house was demolished 1887 and a bandstand erected on the site.
@ @ @   B18 Hockley Abbey Road
 Hockley Abbey was a folly built c1770 in a monastic style as a home for wealthy industrialist Richard Ford at the head of Soho Pool on Hockley Brook; it had no religious connections. His house was built in the style of a ruined abbey using waste from Aston Furnace and was locally nicknamed Cinder House. it was later the home of G F Muntz MP. With creeping urbanisation and industrial development it was no longer an attractive rural retreat by the mid-19th century; disused after 1860 it fell into ruins and was subsequently demolished.


@ @ @   B18 Hockley All Saints Pitsford Street/ Clissold Street/ All Saints Street

 Brookfields House was a mansion on the slope overlooking Ladywood Brook and Little Hockley Pool by Sir Thomas Gooch before 1800; a large part of Birmingham Heath was enclosed as his warren. Pitsford Street was later made on the line of the approach drive when the house was demolished c1850 for housing development.

@ @ @   B19 Lozells Lozells Road/ Francis Road
 Aston Villa was a late Georgian country house, gone by 1833. The nearby Wesleyan church named after the house had a football team, the direct ancestor of Aston Villa FC.


@ @ @   B19 Handsworth/ Lozells Heathfield Road
 Heathfield/ Heathfield Hall/ Heathfield House in a park roughly between North Drive and West Drive, was a large Georgian-style house in stucco with various outbuildings designed c1790 by Samuel Wyatt for James Watt. In the south-west garret was a workshop where Watt worked constantly on new inventions until his death 1819. The house passed to his son, James Jnr, and no-one entered the workshop during his lifetime. Oh his death 1848 the house was inherited by his great-nephew James Gibson Watt and let to art critic Thomas Pemberton 1857. At some time during his tenancy Gibson Watt re-opened the room. In 1876 engineer George Tangye leased Heathfield and lived there until his death 1920. The house was demolished 1924 and its owner, Major J M Gibson Watt, a direct descendent of James Watt, presented the room to the nation. The contents were moved to the London Science Museum where an exact replica of the workshop was built. The garret workshop remains on display at the Science Museum. Heathfield housing estate was built on the site c1927. (Illustration in Drake 1998 BIBLIOGRAPHY)


@ @ @   B21 Handsworth Sycamore Road/ Queens Head Road
 William Murdock moved from Soho Foundry 1817 to a new neo-classical house built for him, Sycamore Hill/ Sycamore House/ Sycamore Hill House which became a children’s home in the early 20th century. It was named after nearby Sycamore Farm which was built around an old timber-framed building. Demolished. (Illustration Drake 1998)


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green Stratford Road opposite Cateswell Road
 Cateswell was a large Georgian house extended 1900, girls school from 1919; used by the Territorial Army after 1931; used by Hall Green Technical College and demolished in the 1980s; shops now stand on the site.


@ @ @   B31 Longbridge Longbridge Lane Sunbury Road

 Longbridge Place was an 18th-century farmhouse built on a moated site probably of medieval origin; the house and farmland was bought by Frederick Impey 1874. The building was used as a boys’ preparatory school after 1910 and after 1922 a school for mentally handicapped boys. Demolished 1937 and the land sold for housing.

@ @ @   B45 Rednal Leach Green Lane/ Savile Close
 Greenfield House was an 18th-century house which survived until 1963 when the houses of Savile Close were built on the site.


@ @ @   B73 Sutton Coldfield Boldmere
There were three farms of uncertain date in Boldmere (See BIBLIOGRAPHY Williams 1994):
 Booths Farm stood at Darnick Road/ Halton Road junction and was demolished for housing development in the 1950s.
 Old Park Farm roughly on the present site of New Oscott School Markham Road.
 Stonehouse Farm at Stonehouse Road/ Corbridge Road junction was demolished in the 1950s; a bungalow stands on the site. It was reported in 1965 that when the water in Powells Pool is lowered a farm track can be seen running from the location of the farm across the lake to the other side; the pool was made in the early 18th century and so the farm must be of an earlier date than that.


@ @ @   B74 Sutton Coldfield Four Oaks Park Luttrell Road
 Four Oaks Hall was designed by William Wilson for Lord Ffolliot c1680 on land formerly part of Sutton Park; a statute of King Henry VIII was invoked allowing anyone to enclose 30 hectares of waste land and to construct a house on Sutton Chase; it was a large neo-classical country house in stucco with stone dressings and an imposing columned pedimented frontage of 5 bays 2 and a half storeys high. It was owned by the Luttrell family from 1744 and altered by Simon Luttrell; owned by the Hartopps from 1792. 

The estate was sold by Sir John Hartopp after 1870 to a company to build a Four Oaks racecourse; this failed to attract sufficient racegoers and in 1890 the hall and estate was sold to the Marquis of Clanrikarde who sold the land for residential development with restrictions on building and use similar to those imposed by the Calthorpes in Edgbaston. The hall was demolished 1898; the hall’s icehouse was on the site of Redlands in Hartopp Road and foundations may remain below ground; part of the vinery survives in a garden on Wentworth Road north side. No other remains are visible.


@ @ @   B75 Sutton Coldfield Hill/ Mere Green Hill Village Road
 Four Oaks Tower was a square folly c25 metres high c1892 built for retired pawnbroker Hugh Lewis of Tipton; demolished c1914. 
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The First Manufacturing Town in the World

Arthur Young 1741-1820 travelled extensively in Britain and France and wrote prodigiously, not only but especially on agriculture; he was particularly interested in enclosure and in improving the land. However, he makes many other observations of interest to the general reader. He became Secretary of the Board of Agriculture 1793. Beware! Young is sometimes factually incorrect. (Aren’t we all!)

In the first extract 1776 he was en route via the Coventry Road to Birmingham and left the town via the Holyhead Road to West Bromwich.

In the second extract 1791 he travelled via the Stratford Road through Birmingham leaving via the Lichfield Road to Sutton Coldfield.

(Brackets are editorial.)

1776

June the 12th. Passed Lord Aylsford’s (Packington Hall), upon rising a hill to a gothic farm house of his, the country around is very fine, beautifully rich and wooded. Cross an extensive and poor common, and come into a sandy tract which holds almost to Birmingham; lets from 15 s. (shillings) to 25 s. an acre.

Got into that region of Vulcans by six o’clock, and immediately sent a card to Mr. Samuel Garbet, who has been so kind, on the publication of my Six Months Tour, to invite me there, promising to give me ample intelligence concerning the manufactures; but unfortunately he was not in town. I was, however, informed that the trade of the place in general never was brisker than at present; that in every branch, except nails, they had more orders than could be executed. I was here in 1768, eight years ago, and found that since that time the town much increased in size.

June the 13th leave it. Passed Mr. Bolton’s great works (Soho Manufactory), and come to West Bromwich, but the road for 5 or 6 miles is one continued village of nailers, who complained to me that their trade was failing, owing to the disputes with America; but their hands when idle took to other branches, all the youngsters going to Birmingham. These nailers earn from 7 s. to 10 s. a week, according to their quickness.

1791

August the 2d.

From Atherston all the way by Stratford to Henley is through a lovely country; hills and vales all inclosed, and tipped with woods on the summits, backed by the mountains of Shropshire, Herefordshire, and Worcestershire. The soil almost every where a fine red friable loam, that runs to a thick turf of white clover and excellent grasses; the whole inclosed seemingly within 20 or 30 years. In which period such immense tracts of land in England have been as it were created anew by inclosure. Coals at Henley at 9d. (pence) and 9 and a half d. the cwt.(hundredweight)

The 3d.

To Birmingham; land 18s. and 20s. an acre, for some miles, the fine country continuing, and all inclosed; but for eight or nine miles before Birmingham flatter, and not equal. Lime here 2s. 6d. per quarter at the kiln, and 12 used per acre on fallow for wheat: a fair common crop 20 bushels; 200 l (£) a year reckoned a large farm. At six miles coal 8d. per cwt. Four horses draw 45 cwt. 5 horses 53 cwt. And 8 draw 80 cwt. About half a ton per horse may be stated, as the common load. For the last three miles the country full of new villas in every direction, and many brick houses and cottages, all seem to date within 20 years. As nearly as I can judge by the colour and other circumstances of brick work and building. Whatever I see, therefore, has been erected since I was at Birmingham in 1768.

Seeing, as I passed, a house in ruins, on enquiry I found it was Dr Priestley’s; alighted from my horse, and walked over to the ruins of that laboratory, which I had left home with the expectation of reaping instruction in - of that laboratory, the labours of which have not only illuminated mankind, but enlarged the sphere of science itself, which has carried its master’s fame to the remotest corners of the civilised world; and will now, with equal celerity convey the infamy of its destruction to the disgrace of the age, and the scandal of the British name. The close of the eighteenth century, the period for giving lectures of high church and Sacheverel, passive obedience, non-resistance, and the sovereign efficacy to the hard-ware of Birmingham, of mitred fronts in courts and parliaments! These are the pulpit principles that have scrawled ‘Church and King’ on all the barns and stables that I pass. These are the principles that instigated a mob of miscreants - I beg pardon; - of 'FRIENDS and Fellow Churchmen, attached to Church and King' - to act so well for the reputation of this country.

(See The Birmingham Riots.)

Meeting here, by appointment, Mr. Bakewell, who being related to some gentlemen in the manufactory no time was lost; they had the goodness to shew me every thing I wished. The circumstance in the fabric which excited my surprise was the small, or rather no use that is made of water; in the town there are no mills; and the number in the vicinity, for the direct operations of the fabric, are inconsiderable; the number of little and distinct forges for works performed by a single hand surprised me; I had conceived that machinery was carried much further in this fabric; they have some tools of beautiful invention, but which, to an inquisitive and reflecting mind, excites some degree of wonder that so many operations yet remain performed by the reiterated strokes of hand, given by a man in executing works that might apparently be abridged with the same ease as others, seemingly more complex. I saw no machines comparable to a cotton mill or a stocking engine.

The capital improvement wrought since I was here before is the canal to Oxford, Coventry, Wolverhampton, &c.; the port, as it may be called, or double head canal in the town crowded with coal barges is a noble spectacle, with that prodigious animation, wit the immense trade of this place could alone give. I looked around me with amazement at the change effected in twelve years; so great that this place may now probably be reckoned, with justice, the first manufacturing town in the world. From this port and these quays you may now go by water to Hull, Liverpool, Bristol, Oxford (130 miles), and London. The cut was opened through the coal mines to Wolverhampton in 1769. In 1783, into the new mines of Wednesbury, and the junction with the Coventry canal, at Faseley, near Tamworth. From Birmingham to the Staffordshire canal is 22 miles, and to Faseley 15. In the 22 miles from hence to Wolverhampton only three locks: but down to Faseley there are 44 locks; not one rivulet to supply water, and only 30 acres of reservoirs, the water coming out of the earth. At Ocher Hills they have a powerful steam engine for throwing back the waste water: and in the whole extent one that cost 4000l. (l = £); another of 3000l.; another of 2500l.; another of 2000l.; and yet another building that will cost 3500l. The first-mentioned works at the charge of 200l. for six months. The old and new cuts were executed at the expence of about 250,000l.; one mile where it is open to the depth of 44 feet 30,000l. for sinking only 18 feet lower than the original level. There are 13 locks between the port and Deritan, 8 feet 2 inches wide, and the boats 7 feet; to pass the 13 takes only two hours. Coals before these canals were made, were 6d. per cwt. At Birmingham, now 4 1/2  d. The consumption is about 200,000 tons a year, which exhausts about 20 or 22 acres; it employs 40 boats, each 20 ton a day for the six summer months, besides 15 to 20 boats to Oxford, a new supply since the new cut. In the Wednesbury mines the coal is 10 yards thick, and in some even to 12 and 14, a thing elsewhere almost unheard of: a cubical yard they reckon a ton. Shares in the navigation, which were at first done at 140 per cent are now at 1040. I was assured that shares in the Aire and Calder navigation are yet higher, even 100 per cent. per ann.

These immense works, which wear so animated a face of business, correspond well with the prodigious increase of the town, which I viewed to good advantage from the top of the new church of St. Paul: it is now a very great city indeed; and it was abundantly curious to have it pointed out to me the parts added since I was here. They form the greatest part of the town, and carry in their countenance undoubted marks of their modern date. In 1768 the population was under 30,000; now the common calculation is 70,000, but more accurate calculation extend it to 80,000, which I am told is the number assigned by Dr. Priestley. In the last 10 years above 4000 new houses have been built: and the increase is at present going on more rapidly, for I was told that the number this year is not less than 700.

The earnings of the workmen in the manufacture are various, but in general very high: a boy of 10 or 12 years, 2s.6d. to 3s. a week; a woman from 4s. to 20s. a week, average about 6s.; men from 10s. to 25s. a week, and some much higher; colliers earn yet more. These are immense wages, when it is considered that the whole family is sure of constant employment; indeed they are so great, that I am inclined to think labour higher at Birmingham than in any place in Europe: a most curious circumstance for the politicians to reflect on, and which shews of how little effect to manufactures is cheap labour, for here is the most flourishing fabric that was perhaps ever known, pays the highest rates of labour. Such an instance ought to correct those common notions that have been retailed from hand to hand a thousand times, that cheap provisions are necessary for the good of manufactures, because cheap provisions suppose cheap labour, which is a combination founded in ignorance and error. Provisions at Birmingham are at the same rate as every where else in England, for it is remarkable that the level of price at present is very general, except the division of the east and the west of the kingdom for corn; but while Birmingham and Norwich eat their provisions at nearly the same price (with allowance that the former is much the more quick, ready, and active market), the price of labour is at least 150 per cent. higher in one of those places than the other. Why then I enquire, what has provisions to do with the rate of labour? If one was to form our ideas from a very enlarged view of all the great fabrics in Europe, we should be apt to think that a great and flourishing fabric could not subsist, either with cheap provisions, or with cheap labour.

I tried hard to pick up some data, on which to calculate the amount of the fabric, but difficulties of various kinds prevented any accuracy in the estimation. In conversation with a very ingenious gentleman, who has written an able work on the town, and who was rewarded for it by having his house burnt down in the late riots, I mean Mr. Hutton, he informed me that 10 years ago there were many estimates made with a good deal of care; and that on multiplied experiments it was found, that the returns per week, was equal to the rent per annum; including all the houses of the town on an average; all shops; all trades: the houses were then about 9000, and the rent 9l. each, on a medium; now the houses are about 13,000, and as I find, on enquiry, that the little houses which have been built in such numbers for the manufacturers, are let at 6l. 10s. the lowest (Near the canal there are ranges of workmen’s gardens, 16 yards by 24, which let each at 1l. 1s. per annum; this is 13l. 5s. per acre.); 7l. and 8l. each; 9l. on a general average of rents must now be much too low; however let us call it no more than 10l. this would make the rental of the town 130,000l. a year, and the returns of all its trade 6,760,000l. per annum.: out of which a very great deduction is to be made for all the trades and possessions of common life, supported by the manufacture, but not composing it. If I should form any idea corrective of this, it would be that the estimate is carried too high: let us suppose the population 80,000, then there are about 40,000 males, of these deduct 5000 not employed in the manufacture, remain 35,000; three-fourths of that number are of an age to employed, or 26,250. Suppose these to earn, including manufacturers and merchants profit, 15s. a week, it amounts to 1.023,724l. a year. Of the 40,000 women 20,000 may be supposed to be employed, and to earn 6s. including, as above; the year’s earnings will be 312,000l. in all 1,335,000l. double this, to include all raw materials, and you have 2,670,000l. for the amount of the manufacture. Now I am ready to grant, that there is a great deal of supposition in this estimate, but at the same time it is not altogether without data; and though the total may exceed this, possibly half a million, yet I think as much may be laid to shew the calculation high, as to prove it low. It is true the ratio of the earnings is taken rather low, including, as it ought to do, the profit both of the manufacturer and of the merchant, which cannot well be less than 20 per cent.; but then the number of workmen can scarcely exceed the supposition, probably not equal to it, 20,000 females, in particular are a high allowance.

There are some circumstances in the supply of this great market, which seem rather singular; garden vegetables come from Evesham, 30 miles off; and from Tamworth, 16 miles; there being very few gardens near the town. Corn is brought by land carriage from very great distances, such as appeared to me almost incredible; from Compton 50 miles; and from Buckingham 56; it may be supposed that the carriage of coal back must be the principal inducement to such prodigious carriage. It comes hither also from the vale of Evesham. None is brought from Liverpool, nor any since 1782 from Hull. North of Birmingham the country consumes much more than it produces, and is fed very much from this town.; Dudley, for instance, is a better market than Birmingham; Wolverhampton is chiefly supplied by Shropshire.

Upon these circumstances I have a remark to offer, which ought to be particularly interesting to Norfolk, Suffolk, and Cambridgeshire, three counties which are certainly to be classed among the cheapest corn ones in England. Of what infinite importance is it to make a navigation (ie. canal) from Bury, in Suffolk, to Birmingham. Measuring on the map the following distances occur:

From Bury to Ely, by water, - 30 miles

Ely to Huntingdon by ditto, - 25

Huntingdon to Higham Ferrers, by land, - 20

Higham Ferrers to Daventry, by water, - 22

Daventry to the Coventry canal, S. of Dunchurch, by land, - 10

From that junction to Birmingham, by the canal, - 30 = 137 miles

Every thing here mentioned by water is already navigable, I have no doubt, except the 10 miles from Northampton to Daventry; and this it appears that there are wanting no more than 30 miles of new cuts, certainly not more than 40, to connect the wretchedly cheap corn and dear coal market of Bury with the great demand of corn and supply of coals that are found at Birmingham. The people of Suffolk are eager for navigations to connect them with London, but let them remember that the numberless markets of Birmingham, and its vicinity, are, on average, 30, perhaps 40 per cent. higher than London, and consequently an union with such a manufacturing region would affect our markets to a vastly greater benefit than any navigation to London could do.

The 4th.

In the evening, quitted Birmingham with Mr. Bakewell, and reached Sutton Cofield. I was struck with surprise to find so much waste land in the vicinity of the vast manufactures I had quitted, nor is there any thing in the husbandry of these nine miles which allows, for a moment, a supposition of the fabrics of so considerable a town having had any effect in working improvements, which it must be confessed is a strange circumstance.

The 5th.

Rode to examine some works carrying on under the direction of Mr. Elkington, a singularly able drainer, whom I shall have more occasions than one to mention. In this excursion, which was entirely over great regions of land, absolutely waste, I had abundant occasion to be confirmed in the remark I made last night on the want of effect in manufactures to enforce cultivation. Here are at least 10,000 acres contiguous, which yield no other produce but that of feeding some wretched commoning cattle; for I was assured that we might ride to the extent of nearly 30 miles without quitting these contiguous wastes. All that I saw of them are highly and cheaply improveable. What a disgrace to the political institutions of a kingdom whose government, trembling lest the people should want bread to eat, are constantly encouraging the import of foreign corn and cattle, butter and cheese, and hides and wool, yet permit such wastes as these to remain, even at the gates of such a market as Birmingham! Are not such instances, innumerable in every quarter of the kingdom, continued and invariable proofs that British policy, in relation to agriculture, is not only deficient but mischievous? And does it not prove that the circuitous system of encouraging agriculture, only through the medium of manufactures, is a paltry vicious idea that tends, as it has actually happened, to perpetuate wastes even in the very smoke of the greatest fabrics! So little able is commerce to work improvements. When direct assistance is not immediately given to cultivation, by the power of inclosure and the annihilation of tythes.

In passing over this great common of Sutton Cofield, we were conducted to a spring of clear water, famous for curing the itch, scorbutic eruptions, the evil, and other complaints; on enquiring why some house and other accommodations had not been erected near it, were told that many applications with that view had been made to the corporation of the town, but always rejected, left the throng of people in consequence, should be destructive of their game. A pretty motive! Can we wonder that no steps are taken towards inclosing these wastes?

One improvement in the neighbourhood, on land similar to these commons, but private property, I heard of, in which 2s. an acre rent was paid for 30 years, and 6d. tythe; at which rent the tenant inclosed and improved.

One portion of the common is under a very singular system; 600 acres are in alternate cultivation and common. Those who have right, agree to cultivate this portion, which is divided into a certain number of lots, and drawn for like a lottery; those who draw the fortunate chances, may either cultivate the corresponding tracts of land themselves or sell the right to others: they were once very little valued, but now sell at 30 guineas for 20 chances; the arrangement is rather intricate and was not clearly explained: but these lots have been grubbed and marled only for four years culture; after which period they are thrown open, and become common again: I saw 100 acres of wheat thus temporarily inclosed, which will probably yield three quarters an acre: what a loss to the community that when there is such experimented profit in the culture of these wastes, yet that they should be allowed to remain a disgrace to the nation!

These commons of Sutton are the origin of a great number of springs, which being gathered into ponds form 10 to 20, 30, and even 60 acres each, by means of heads formed across the vales, are made such use of that there are eight watermills, and yet not a drop of water that does not rise within the parish. The rent of these mills is about 20l. a year each, for which money they have the pool into the bargain; a most cheap rent, as the fish alone pays the money.

The chief object of our ride was to view Mr. Elkington’s works, who we were informed was engaged by some of the owners of these mills to bring them more water, by draining some boggy spots, from which the springs arise. We viewed his trenches for this purpose: it seems that this most ingenious operator had contracted with the millers to be paid only in proportion to the additional water he procured for them.

. . .
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(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Eric Hopkins 1989 Birmingham: the First Manufacturing Town in the World and the British Association for the Advancement of Science 1950 Birmingham and Its Regional Setting article The Changing Regional Pattern during the Eighteenth Century: the Industrial Revolution by Wise & Johnson)

The 18th century saw a huge expansion in the range and size of Birmingham’s industries. By the end of the century Birmingham was the world’s major supplier of steam engines from Boulton & Watt, and the first and foremost manufacturing city in the world.

Birmingham continued to build on its success in small metal industries especially in cutting tools and blade-making after the Civil War when Porter’s mill in Digbeth had supplied 15 000 swords to Parliament. Birmingham is poorly situated for transport: it is 20 miles from a navigable river, the town is built on a plateau and has few natural resources. However, the development of turnpikes and canals greatly improved Birmingham’s ability to import raw materials and to export manufactured goods. By specialising in small products using a high degree of skill and by taking full advantage of water power from small rivers and streams, enterprising manufacturers successfully branched out into gunmaking, brassware and glass-making. Many watermills converted to metal working and windmills were built to grind corn.

Gun-making

Little evidence of earlier gunmaking survives but in wars against the French from the 1690s to 1713 the industry was able to supply 40 000 flintlocks to the government. By 1750 gunmakers Farmer & Galton were exporting to Africa alone 12 000 guns a year. During the Napoleonic wars 1803-1815 Birmingham gunmakers supplied two thirds of the guns used by the British army; Birmingham also supplied large numbers of swords and cutlasses for the army and navy. Most gunmaking was carried out in small workshops in the Gun Quarter on the Weaman estate around St Mary’s Church Whittall Street near the present St Chad’s Cathedral B4 City Centre St Chads Queensway; Samuel Galton’s gun barrel proofhouse was in Weaman Street. Sketchley’s 1767 Directory of Birmingham lists 62 workshops involved in gunmaking.

Toys

Brass assumed increasingly greater importance for Birmingham and was used especially for small fashionable items known then as ‘toys’, such as buckles, buttons, door handles, snuff boxes ornaments and jewellery. About 1680 Birmingham toys were referred to disparagingly as ‘Brummagem ware’ after counterfeit groats made here, but increasingly Birmingham products gained a name for innovation and quality, much of this reputation attributable to Matthew Boulton.

By the 18th century gold and silver and a variety of alloys were in use for toy-making and jewellery was made on the Colmore’s Newhall estate now the Jewellery Quarter. All Birmingham products were traded widely in Britain, mainland Europe and America. By 1759 there were 20 000 people were employed in Birmingham toy-making.

Birmingham silver had to be assayed and hallmarked at Chester, York, Bristol or London involving long slow journeys with the risk of damage or theft. After much lobbying an act of Parliament established assay offices in Sheffield and Birmingham. The petitioners used to meet at the Crown & Anchor on the Strand in London; the crown became Sheffield’s hallmark, the anchor that of Birmingham. The first Birmingham assay office opened 1773 in a rented room at the Kings Head in New Street one day a week; after several temporary premises it moved to its present purpose building at

@ @ @   B3 Hockley Newhall Street

 The present Assay Office building in opened 1877 and hallmarks c8 000 000 items a year.

Glass
Birmingham flint glassware was produced on Snow Hill by Mayer Oppenheim from 1757; flint or lead glass had a bright quality and its hardness made it suitable for cutting.

Iron

However, iron was Birmingham’s foremost industry. Returns for Birmingham’s Warwickshire manors 1683 show that Birmingham had 202 smithies (about half in Digbeth and Deritend), Bordesley 20 (mainly in Deritend), Erdington 15, Castle Bromwich 13, Little Bromwich (Ward End/ Washwood Heath) 6 smithies. A wide variety of iron products was made and traded throughout the British Isles: tools, household fittings, kitchenware, door handles and hinges, knives and forks, etc. Much iron trade and manufacture was in the hands of the Jennens family who worked both Aston Furnace and Bromford Forge, owned much land in Warwickshire supplying wood for charcoal and had a trading base in London. In 1663 John Jennens owned a very large Queen Anne style house in Birmingham High Street paying tax on 25 hearths (B4 High Street on The Pavilions site). His son Charles built Gopsall Hall near Twycross where his protege Handel revised the Messiah whose libretto Jennens had written.
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@ @ @   B2 City Centre High Street (opposite New Street junction)
 William Hutton’s shop, Garland House stood on the site of the old market toll house. Hutton set up shop here selling second-hand books after leaving his home town of Derby; in 1751 he set up Birmingham’s first circulating library and Birmingham’s first paper warehouse 1756. Hutton had the old timber-framed house demolished and rebuilt 1772; during building work Hutton found a grave containing human bones - origin unexplained. The building was destroyed in the 1791 Riots together with his stock of paper and books.


@ @ @   B2 City Centre Martineau Square
 Crooked Lane (now gone) leading from High Street/ Bull Street junction to Cherry Street was the site of John Taylor’s button factory which grew to employ some 500 workers. This was Birmingham’s first large factory and worked an early production line system with each worker skilfully and quickly performing one tiny part of the button-making process. Taylor mass-produced cheap buttons but also built up a name for very expensive high quality articles; the factory was much visited by aristocratic tourists. Button-making was of such importance to the town that locals were nick-named ‘Brummagem buttons.’ Taylor invented the gilt button and made his fortune, eventually becoming High Sherriff of Warwickshire. With Sampson Lloyd II he founded Birmingham’s first bank, later to become Lloyd’s Bank.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Coleshill Street
 The site of Turners Brasshouse; early in the 18th century brass was imported and processed; by 1746 Turner alone had 9 furnaces producing 300 tonnes of brass a year.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Coleshill Street/ Chapel Street
 The site of Carlesse’s Steelhouses which converted iron into steel, shown on Westley’s 1731 map.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Dale End (east side, north of Albert Street)
 The site of the first Taylor’s and Lloyd’s Bank 1765 set up by John Taylor and Sampson Lloyd II, which became Lloyds Bank 1865, is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Priory Queensway right-hand side, immediately north of Old Square, formerly Upper Priory
 Inventor John Wyatt had a warehouse where he experimented with the world’s first mechanical cotton spinning machine 1741, two donkeys powered 50 spindles. However, Wyatt went bankrupt and was never able to develop his invention to commercial viability. There are two hanks of cotton in Birmingham Science Museum. Wyatt later worked for Boulton at Soho and invented the double-headed lathe for oval cutting.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Snow Hill
 Oppenheim’s Glassworks: the site of Birmingham’s first glassworks 1757; Mayer Oppenheim made patented red glass until imprisoned for bankruptcy 1778. BSMR


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Steelhouse Lane (formerly Whitehall Lane)
The street is named after Kettles Steelhouses which stood opposite Newton Street/ Whittall Street. Furnaces shown on Westley’s 1731 map converted iron into steel.


@ @ @   B5 City Centre Edgbaston Street/ Pershore Street
 Site of Hawkers Glassworks 1777, gone by 1787. Glasshouse Court was still a street name in 1809. BSMR


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Moseley Road/ Lime Grove
 A tannery stood behind a large house on the Moseley Road from at least the 1740s run by the Edwards and later the Homer family. The tannery closed here 1833 and the premises were demolished in the mid-19th-century, but the business transferred to Yardley where it continued until 1966. (Illustrations in Hart 1992 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY). No visible traces, although the tannery bell dated 1749 still exists at St Cyprian’s church Hay Mills.


@ @ @   B18 Hockley/ Winson Green Dudley Road/ Spring Hill between Heath Street South and Birmingham Canal
 Park Glass House was built on Birmingham Heath by Isaac Hawker 1787. He had originally been a glass cutter in Spiceal Street (west side of B5 St Martin-in-the-Bull Ring before setting up a glass manufactory in Edgbaston Street (south side near the junction with Pershore Street) 1778.


@ @ @   B19 Hockley/ Newtown Summer Lane
 Jones’ Brick Kilns appear on map of 1780. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B19 Hockley Soho Hill/ Wrentham Road
 The site of Francis Eginton’s Glassworks and house is shown on Botham’s map 1792. No visible traces. BSMR. Eginton’s stained glass may be found in some Birmingham churches; he was buried at St Mary’s Handsworth.


@ @ @   B36 Hodge Hill Coleshill Road/ Bromford Road
 Hodge Hill Common sandpit shown on OS 1st Edition. It changed hands from the Lunt family to Thomas Wiseman 1812; no trace shows on the ground but visible from aerial photography 1980. Parts of Castle Bromwich and Hodge Hill stand on glacial drift of sand and gravel overlying the clay. BSMR
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(BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Broad Street
 The Brasshouse built 1781 by the Birmingham Metal Company alongside the Birmingham Canal. Birmingham was a major brassmaking centre, metal being transported from Bristol via the River Severn and by canal to Birmingham. The office building is now a Grade II Listed public house; furnaces stood behind it alongside the canal from which a basin and wharf were built. By 1835 the Brasshouse was used for warehousing, from 1874 water company offices, now a public house. BSMR


@ @ @   B25 Yardley Nos.423-425 Church Road
 No.425 Church Road Yardley was built c1710 for wheelwright Thomas Roades; in the 1850s rear wings and No.423 were added as a butcher’s shop and slaughterhouse; there must have been many such all over the Birmingham area. The Harrison family ceased trading 1957 and the butcher’s tools were given to the City Museum. The house now pebble-dashed at the front is within Yardley Conservation Area. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Church Hill
 No.6 Church Hill Northfield is a small 18th-century single-storey cottage with one chimneystack incorporating a pigeoncote. The outbuilding is late-18th century and was probably a nailmaking shop. Many rural industries must have operated from premises like this; the occupants of the house very likely had low-paid agricultural occupations and carried out this labour-intensive contract work at home for additional income.


@ @ @   B32 Quinton High Street/ Ridgacre Road West
 The Cottage Quinton/ Nailers Cottage is a timber-framed outhouse at the rear of No.497, probably the oldest house in Quinton, a former nailmaking shop. The rear of the cottage contains windows with original glass from the old Tollhouse demolished 1946.Grade II Listed. BSMR
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1765

May 14th.

 - We got into the coach for Birmingham, and arrived through rough roads at nine o’clock there. We were kindly and politely received by Mr. Garbett, but before I dwell upon the curiosities of this place I must mention having seen some very good portraits at Warwick Castle, particularly one said to be an original of the famous Earl of Essex.

May 15th.

 - We breakfasted, and went soon after with Mr. Garbett to see the manufactory of buttons and hardwares which are very curious, and entertained us very much till dinner-time. Mr. Taylor, the principal manufacturer there, dined with us, and we went afterwards to Mr. Boldens (Boulton) who trades much in the same way. His house is a very pretty one about a mile out of the town, and his workshops newly built at the end of his garden where they take up a large piece of ground which he has named Soho Square; there, as in the morning, we purchased some watch chains and trinkets at an amazing cheap price and drank tea afterwards in his house, which is a very pleasant one. We returned home to supper between nine and ten, for we kept early hours. Mr. Baskerville supped with us.

May 16th.

 - This morning we went to Gimlett’s where we bought a great many toys and saw his warehouse of watches, &c., one of which I bought for Master Parker. We also went to a quaker’s to see the making of guns, but neither Lady Louisa or I being much interested about that, we left Lord Shelburne and Mr. Garbett and went with his son to the toyshops where we made some purchases. At Mr. Taylor’s we met again and he made and ennamel’d a landscape on the top of a box before us which he afterwards gave me as a curiosity from my having seen it done. The method of doing it is this: a stamping instrument managed only by one woman first impresses the picture on paper, which paper is then laid even upon a piece of white enamel and rubbed hard with a knife, or instrument like it, till it is marked upon the box. Then there is spread over it with a brush some metallic colour reduced to a fine powder which adheres to the moist part and, by putting it afterwards into an oven for a few minutes, the whole is completed by fixing the colour. We came home, dined, went again to Mr Gimlett’s and from thence to drink tea at Mr Taylor’s villa This is a very handsome house with a dairy and garden about it. His wife and daughter, a girl of about fourteen, received us and she played on the harpsichord and sang to us. Mr. Taylor and his son walked about with Lord Shelburne and Mr. Garbett. After this Mr. Frank Garbett went with Lady Louisa and me in the coach to Mr. Baskerville’s, which is also a pretty place out of the town; he showed us his garden and hothouse, Mrs. Baskerville the Japan, which business she has chiefly the management of. By this time Mr. Garbett and Lord Shelburne, who walked, arrived; he bought some new books printed by Mr Baskerville, and I some Japan, and it being now dark we returned home.

May 17th.

 - As soon as breakfast was over we went to see the making of buckles, papier mache boxes, and the melting, painting, and stamping of glass. By twelve o’clock we returned to Mr. Garbett’s, took some chocolate and, thanking him for our entertainment in Birmingham, got into our coach to return home, the young Mr. Garbett being of the party till we got through the town. Then we parted, giving him an invitation to Bowood Park and dined at Shipston; at night we lay at Chappel-on-the-Heath.

May 19th.

 - After breakfast Lady Louisa went to attend Princess Amelia, and we sent, without success, to Eton to desire leave for Master Parker to come to us. We dined alone, and in the evening Lord Shelburne was so good to write for me the following account of the place we had been so much amused at:

'Birmingham originally had no manufacture except a small one of linen thread, which continues there to this day, though now to the amount of ten or twelve thousand pounds. It is not fifty years since the hardware began to make a figure, from thence begun by people not worth above three or four hundred pounds a-piece, some which are now worth three or four thousand, particularly a Mr. Taylor, the most established manufacturer and trader; some however are beginning to rival him in the extent of his trade. Its great rise was owing to two things, first the discovery of mixed metal so mollient and ductile as easily to suffer stamping, the consequences of which is they do buttons, buckles, toys, and everything in the hardware way by stamping machines which were before obliged to be performed by human labour. Another thing quickly followed, instead of employing the same hand to finish a button or any other thing, they subdivide it into as many different hands as possible, finding beyond doubt that the human faculties by being confined to a repetition of the same thing become more expeditious and more to be depended on than when obliged to pass from one to another. Thus a button passes through fifty hands, and each hand passes perhaps a thousand in a day; likewise, by this means, the work becomes so simple that, five times in six, children of six to eight years old do it as well as men, and earn from ten pence to eight shillings a week. There are besides an infinity of smaller improvements which each workman has and sedulously keeps secret from the rest. Upon the whole they have reduced the price so low that the small matter of gold on a button makes the chief expense of it, being as three to one including all other materials and manufacture. However, they have lately discovered a method of washing them with aquafortis, which gives them the colour of gold and are come to stamp them so well that ‘tis scarce possible at any distance to distinguish them from a thread button. There are many other manufactures here; most of the spirit of hartshorn consumed in England, and oil of a great quantity, but the greatest manufacture of that is now removed to Preston Pans in Scotland. The reason Mr. Garbett gave for it was, first, secrecy as to the method of making it (which is almost impossible to preserve in Birmingham, there is so much enterprise and sharpness); next, the cheapness of provisions; and, lastly, the obedient turn of the Scotch. Refining of gold and silver, and gun making to a prodigious amount for exportation are likewise another branch of their trade, of which they send annually above a hundred and fifty thousand to the coast of Africa, some of which are sold for five and sixpence a-piece, but what is shocking to humanity, above half of them from the manner they are finished in, are sure to burst in the first hand that fires them. If an Act of Parliament was passed ordering a proof-master to be settled at the expence of the manufacturers themselves, for one shilling more the barrels might be properly bored and finished, so as to secure the buyer at least from certain danger, the trade by this means assured and confirmed in its present channel, and the moral infamy in the individuals who are thus induced to multiply gain, suppressed. This trade, great as it is, is not above twenty or twenty-five years’ standing. Another thing they are in great want of is an assay-master, which is allowed both at Chester and York; but it is very hard on a manufacturer to be obliged to send every piece of plate to Chester to be marked, without which no one will purchase it, where the great object of the whole trade is to make a quantity and this to reduce the profits as low as ‘tis possible. It would be of infinite public advantage if silver plate came to be manufactured here as watches lately are, and that it should be taken out of the imposing monopoly of it in London.'

from Lady Shelburne’s Diary
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We left Derby at noon, but as the roads are all still very bad along the whole of this route, we had much difficulty in arriving on the same day at Birmingham. It was past nine in the evening when we reached the inn, after having crossed black and arid heaths, and an extremely wild country.

We had letters of recommendation to Doctor Withering, the translator of the Sciagraphia of Bergmann, and a lover of both botany and chemistry: we hastened to wait on him the next day to present him. He lives in a fine house, furnished with much taste and elegance. We had tea at his house in company with ladies as pleasant as they were good-looking, and to complete our good fortune, we were here introduced to Mr Watt, one of the most scientific men in England as regards mechanics, and who also possesses great knowledge in chemistry and physics.

From the activity of its manufactures and its commerce, Birmingham is one of the most curious towns in England. If anyone should wish to see in one comprehensive view, the most numerous and most varied industries, all combined in contributing to the arts of utility, of pleasure, and of luxury, it is hither that he must come. Here all the resources of industry, supported by the genius of invention, and by mechanical skill of every kind are directed towards the arts and seem to be linked together to co-operate for their mutual perfection.

I know that some travellers who have not given themselves the trouble to reflect on the importance and advantage of these kinds of manufactures in such as country as England, have disapproved of these industrial establishments. I know that even an Englishman who has only taken a hasty, I would say inconsiderate view of these magnificent establishments, William Gilpin, has said that it was most difficult for the eye to be long pleased in the midst of so many frivolous arts, where a hundred men may be seen, whose labours are confined to the making of a tobacco box. But besides this statement is exaggerated and ill-considered, its author has not deigned to cast his eyes over the vast works where steam-pumps are made, these astonishing machines, the perfecting of which does so much honour to the talents and knowledge of Mr Watt; over the manufactories in constant activity making sheet-copper for sheathing ships’ bottoms; over those of plate-tin and plate-iron, which make France tributary to England, not over that varied and extensive hard-ware manufacture which employs to so much advantage more than thirty thousand hands, and compels all Europe, and a part of the New World, to supply themselves from England, because all ironmongery is made here in greater perfection, with more economy and in greater abundance, than anywhere else.

Once more, I say with pleasure, and it cannot be too often said to Frenchmen, that it is the abundance of coal which has performed this miracle and has created, in the midst of as barren desert, a town with forty thousand inhabitants, who live in comfort, and enjoy all the conveniences of life.

Here a soil, once covered with the most barren and sombre heath, has been changed into groves of roses and lilacs, and turned into fertile and delightful gardens by Mr Boulton, associated with Mr Watt, in whose work more than an thousand hands are engaged.

The population of Birmingham has made such an advance, that during the war with the United States of America, a war which weakened the resources of England, at least three hundred new houses were added annually to the town, and this rate doubled as soon a peace was concluded. A well-informed person assured me that this was true, a whole street was in the process of erection with such rapidity that, all the houses were being built on a given plan and at the same time, one could believe that the street would be entirely completed in less than two months.

I had much pleasure in visiting Mr Watt as often as I could, whose wide accomplishments in chemistry and the arts, inspired me with the very greatest interest. His moral qualities, and his engaging manner of expressing his thoughts, increased my respect and regard for him. He joins to the frank manner of a Scotsman the gentleness and amiability of a kind-hearted man. Surrounded with charming children all well-informed, full of talent and having the best education, he enjoys among them, the unalloyed happiness of making them his friends and of being adored by them as their father.

I had one day a delightful dinner with this amiable family, and it was doubly interesting for me, for Doctor Priestley who is a relation and friend of Mr Watt, was there; I had the pleasure of making the acquaintance of this celebrated man, to whom the physical sciences owe such great obligations, and whose gentle and kindly manners increase our affection for his virtues.

In company with Dr Withering, I paid a visit to Dr Priestley, who does not reside in Birmingham itself, but about a mile and a half from the town, in a charming house, with a fine meadow on the one side, and a delightful garden on the other. The most perfect neatness pervades everything, both within and without this house. I know not how to give a better idea of its site and construction than by comparing it to those pretty and elegant Dutch houses, distributed in such profusion on the road from Harlem to Leyden, or from Leyden to the Hague.

Dr Priestley received me with such kindness. He presented me to his wife and his daughter, who both have as much vivacity of mind as gentleness of manner. The young lady spoke to me of one of her brothers, who was then finishing his education at Geneva, and to whom she seemed to me to be strongly attached.

Dr Priestley’s chemical and physical laboratory stands at the end of a court, and is detached from his house to avoid the risk of fire. It consists of several rooms upon a ground floor. Upon entering it, we were struck with a simple and ingenious apparatus for making experiments on inflammable gas, extracted form iron and water reduced to vapour. The tube which was thick and long, was cast in one piece to avoid joints. The part exposed to the fire was thicker than the rest. Into this tube he introduced filings or slips of iron, and instead of dropping in the water, he preferred making it enter as vapour. The furnace destined for this operation was heated with coke made from coal, the best of all fuels for the intensity and equality of its heat.

By these means he obtained a considerable quantity of inflammable gas of great lightness and without any smell. He observed to me, that by increasing the apparatus and using iron instead of copper tubes of a larger calibre, aerostatic balloons might be filled at small expense and without the trouble and cost involved in the use of vitriolic acid. Dr Priestley allowed me to take a drawing of this new apparatus for the purpose of communicating it to the French chemists who are working on the same subject.

The luting which Dr Priestley used to prevent the gas from escaping, either in this or in other experiments connected with gases, appeared to me so good that I begged of him to tell me its composition. He told me, that after a multitude of trials, he had found nothing better than paste of almonds, such as it is when the oil is extracted. This moistened with a little water, in which glue has been dissolved, makes an excellent impermeable lute. He added, that the glue might be dispensed with.

Dr Priestley did not yet regard the experiments on the decomposition of water as wholly satisfactory. He could not admit the fact to be demonstrated so long as the gas was only obtained through the medium of iron, a metal which is itself capable of being burnt; but he waited with impatience for the results of the experiments of the French chemists, particularly of Lavoisier, who had invented, and caused to be constructed, a splendid apparatus for this object.

'The decomposition of water,' said this indefatigable philosopher to me, 'is of such high importance in physics, and would play so great a part in most of the phenomena of nature, that far from admitting the fact upon slight evidence, and as it were from enthusiasm, it is rather to be wished that all possible objections may be made, and will still long continue to be made, should be completely refuted. It is from the conflict of opinions, that truth at last emerges victorious. But I have still so many doubts, and I have so many experiments to make, or to repeat pro and con, that in spite of all that has been done up till now, I regard the questions as only blocked out.'

Dr Priestley has adorned his solitude with a cabinet of physics which contains the instruments necessary for his experiments, and a library rendered valuable by a choice of excellent works. The learned professor employs himself in a variety of studies. History, moral philosophy, and religion, have all in turn engaged his pen. His active mind, his powers of observation, and his natural thirst for knowledge, lead him to love the physical sciences; but his gentle and kind-hearted disposition has sometimes drawn him into pious and philanthropic ideas, which do honour to the feelings of his heart, since the motives that actuate him always have for their object the happiness of mankind. Besides, his position as doctor of divinity makes it often necessary for him to speak in public.

It was a great pleasure to me to see this estimable philosopher in the midst of his books, his furnaces, and his physical instruments, surrounded with his family, a well-informed wife and an amiable daughter, and in a delightful home where everything breathed peace and goodness.

Next day I had again the pleasure of meeting Dr Priestley at Mr Watt’s, where we had a pleasant repast, in company with several amiable and intelligent man. Mr Watt is a man of large conception. Nature has endowed him with an excellent judgement and a strong head, and to such happy qualities he joins a gentle and winning character which makes him most engaging and well deserving of the affection of all who meet him even for the first time.

Mr Watt shewed us a corn-mill, which he has just constructed, and which was set in motion by a steam engine. The application of this principle to mechanism of a mill is a happy idea, which may be very advantageously applied in a country with a scarcity of water, but rich in coal. The first attempt will lead to others, and a multitude of factories will soon be set going on the same principles.

Mr Watt is so familiar with great inventions, so versed in the higher branches of mechanics, and has so highly perfected the means of execution, that he may justly be ranked among the men who have most contributed to the prosperity of the useful arts and of commerce in England. He is a Scotsman by birth. Scotland has long been able to supply England with men who honour it the most in every way.

We passed several days in Birmingham in the midst of the arts and industries, and in the society of enlightened men and amiable women. Nothing can equal so peaceful a charm; the mind is fed and inspirited; the head is filled with facts, and the heart with gratitude. Such was our experience in this town which we could not leave without regret.

As we were preparing to leave Birmingham, Mr Watt requested to know whether we could take under our care one of his sons, who was to go to Paris, and thence to Geneva. We answered, that we should do so with much pleasure, that we give him a seat in our carriage, which was sufficiently commodious, and that we should take every possible care of the young man who himself was very engaging. Count Adreani and myself were delighted to respond to Mr Watt’s confidence, and to show him how happy we were to have it in out power to give him this trifling mark of our esteem and attachment.

Next day we took the road for London. On leaving Birmingham it was pleasant to see the country on every side sprinkled over and adorned with charming country houses, simple but elegant, and set off by the effect of the rosy colour of the bricks upon the white ground of the stone-work. Every thing here was so much more fresh, seeing that these pretty habitations are almost new. But scarcely had we lost sight of them, and passed through some wooded parts when we entered upon bare country full of heaths, the aspect of which is as wild as it is barren.

Between Birmingham and Coventry we had a view of an ancient mansion belonging to Lord Aylesford. Its situation is not pleasant, but one could see that the proprietor had called in the assistance of taste and art in embellishing it. Coventry is a pretty little town.
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Much industrial development in Georgian times was concentrated in the town or just outside it, but in the rural hinterland many corn mills were also converted to industry and new mills were built.

By the 16th century watermills were being used to power blast furnace bellows to smelt iron ore with charcoal, and at finery forges to power tilt hammers which reduced bulky pigs of cast iron into iron bars. The bars were cut into rods at slitting mills and sold on to cutlers and nailmakers. In a number of instances where watermills had been turned over to industrial use corn-grinding windmills were built nearby.

From the 17th century many mills were used for sharpening blades, drawing wire, grinding gun barrels and other industrial uses.

During the 19th century some watermills supplemented the unreliable water supply with steam power; some ceased to use water power altogether.

The last watermills ceased commercial operations c1930, in some cases after continuous use of the site for more than a thousand years. Some mills subsequently became the focus of industrial development and are still industrial sites today.
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@ @ @   B13 Moseley/ Wake Green/ Springfield Cole Bank Road/ Wake Green Road/ Sarehole Road
 Sarehole Mill/ Biddles Mill (Coldbath Brook/ River Cole) is Birmingham’s only surviving working watermill (See also New Hall Mill in Sutton). It was a childhood haunt in the 1890s of J.R.R.Tolkien who lived nearby at No.5 Gracewell now 264 Wake Green Road and appears in The Lord of the Rings. A mill here certainly dates from 1542 but it may well be of medieval origin as there was already a pool here.

It was tenanted by Matthew Boulton’s father 1759 with Sarehole Farm and used by Matthew Boulton himself when his father died, button-making and metal rolling until he moved Soho 1761. Originally powered by Coldbath Brook, from 1768 a long leat was cut from the Cole below Brook Lane. The mill was rebuilt after 1768 with two wheels, one for corn-grinding, the other for metal-grinding. C1850 the forge was made into a cottage, a barn was added and a steam engine installed for extra power; the landmark chimney dates from this time. However, the mill could not compete with the town-centre metal factories and reverted to corn grinding until 1919.

The mill and meadow were bought by A.H.Foster, a solicitor, of The Chalet in Green Road, who left them to the City to be kept in perpetuity as an open space for the benefit of the public. Foster died in 1928, but his will stipulated that the bequest was not to be made until the death of the last tenant George Andrews whose family held the tenancy for 101 years; he died in 1959. After his death the mill was vandalised and gradually became derelict. The city decided to demolish it.


However, following a long campaign by local people and initiated by John Morris Jones, the city council restored it and it opened to the public as a City Museum 1969. The mill pool and leats exist and the mill is restored to working order complete with the supplementary steam engine which had been installed 1858. The restored buildings as seen are 18th-century. Open to the public as one Birmingham Museums, a visit here is a must, especially if corn is being ground. Grade II Listed. BSMR.


A supplementary pool supplied water until c1890; the dam was broken and the overgrown bed now known as Moseley Bog is a nature reserve and worthy of an afternoon stroll.
(See John Morris Jones 1969 Sarehole Mill.)

@ @ @   B14 Kings Norton Lifford Lane
 Lifford Reservoir at Lifford Mill (River Rea) was built by the canal company to compensate Lifford Mill for loss of water in 1815. This lake is a surprise and worth a detour to visit.


@ @ @   B14 Kings Norton Lifford Lane
 Sherbourne Mill/ Sherborne Mill (River Rea) was a paper mill from c1835 until 1965 producing amongst other things gun wadding. The mill pool and mill race survive as do the building which houses the Patrick Collection Motor Museum. BSMR


@ @ @   B33/ B34 Tile Cross/ Kingshurst Millfields/ Gressel Lane
 Babbs Mill (River Cole) named after its owner John Babb who died 1651, has a surviving timber-framed brick-clad millhouse (Grade II Listed) and keeper’s cottage probably dating from the 18th century. This was originally the Sheldon manorial mill associated with Sheldon Hall. The mill closed 1914. The leats and large millpool survive within a pleasant park area with access to walkways along the River Cole to Chelmsley Wood/ Bacons End to the east and to Shirley to the west. The course of the River Cole was altered here in the 20th century but the original course can often be made out. BSMR


@ @ @   B72 Walmley/ Wylde Green Wylde Green Road
 New Hall Mill (Plantsbrook/ Ebrook), first recorded 1638 probably date from the 16th century. The mill and millhouse survive, the latter with some timber-framing; the mill was extended and improved c1850. Milling was carried out by diesel power from the 1960s because of failing water supply; the last miller Ben Davis died 1991. This has probably been a two-wheeled mill from earliest times. The mill machinery and waterwheel were restored to working order from 1970 at the instigation of Sir Alfred Owen owner of New Hall estate; further work was carried out 1991 and 1996 when the mill was opened to the public; the mill is opened and operated as advertised. Grade II* Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B74 Sutton Town Centre Tudor Hill/ Park Drive Sutton Park Town Gate
 Park House is the successor to an 18th-century millhouse; it is built in whitewashed brick with alterations and additions of 1898 in timbered Tudor style and has a 20th-century extension. The 12-panel studded front door is late 17th-century and was brought from Worcester Cathedral. A mill stood here from at least the 17th century and was rebuilt 1770 to polish guns for the Napoleonic Wars.

The mill closed 1840 and was partly demolished though cottages next to Park House are the remains of the mill building. Park House was bought by Sutton Coldfield Corporation 1948 with 10 hectares of land; now a pub and restaurant it is Grade II Listed. Small millponds survive to the rear and the mill leat still runs through the cellar. (Ebrook/ Plants Brook) BSMR
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@ @ @   B17/ B29 Harborne Harborne Lane/ Watermill Close
 Harborne Mill (Bourn Brook) A mill stood here in the 16th century, was used for boring gun barrels from the 18th century until 1819 when it was used as a wire mill. It reverted to a corn mill in the 1830s and was used for making steel pins 1863. The buildings were later used as a dairy; the mill’s distinctive curving wall still stands at the rear of No.295 and is Locally Listed Grade B. The pool site is now occupied by a petrol station. Ordnance Survey 25 inch map 1884 Sheet 52. BSMR


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Mill Lane/ Quarry Lane 
 Digbeth Mill/ Cotterills Mill/ Northfield Mill (River Rea) was working as a corn mill in 1908 with Walter Morris as tenant though it was presumably much older. It gradually fell into ruin from the 1930s and was demolished. Part of the waterwheel pit, walls and dry pool are still visible among bushes and trees alongside the railway. Ordnance Survey 25 inch map 1884 Sheet 61. BSMR


@ @ @   B74 Hill Hook Sutton Coldfield Hill Hook Road/ Netherstone Grove
 Hill Hook Mill powered by a stream running north into Fotherley Brook to Shenstone was first recorded 1671 when Oliver Cartwright was the miller. It was rebuilt in the early 18th century, ceased working c1910 and was demolished after a fire c1950. The last recorded occupant was Mrs Harriet Goldsby 1904; the last miller was a Mr Medlam. By 1979 the dam was damaged and the pool was subsequently drained. The site was excavated in 1983 and brick foundations were visible; the wheel was removed to Forge Mill at Sandwell Valley. The dam was restored, the pool desilted and refilled and the site subsequently became Hill Hook Nature Reserve. The mill is recorded on the 1st Edition OS map as Hill Oak Mill. BSMR. See BIBLIOGRAPHY Baxter 1997 for photographs.
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@ @ @   B13 Selly Park/ Ten Acres Dogpool Lane
 Dogpool Mill (River Rea) was a metal rolling mill in 1836 and was later used for making tubes. Buildings demolished 1981. Traces of the drained mill pool can be discerned although no visible traces of buildings remain. Ordnance Survey 25 inch map 1884 Sheet 24. BSMR


@ @ @   B13 Yardley Wood Trittiford Road/ Highfield Road
 Trittiford Mill/ Titterford Mill (Chinn Brook/ River Cole) is first recorded 1778 as a corn mill and was probably the last mill to be built on the River Cole. It was advertised to let in 1783 having two waterwheels and four stones for corn-grinding and garners for 2000 bags of wheat. It was converted to metal rolling c1849 using the machinery from Sarehole after that mill reverted to grinding corn, and produced steel pen nibs in the later 19th century. A steam engine supplied extra power. There were extensive farm buildings attached; the 3-storey farmhouse had broad bands of Yardley tiles in two shades of red, a local fashion. The mill ceased work 1914 and was demolished after a fire in the 1920s; no visible traces of buildings. The large mill pool survives in Trittiford Mill Park, part of the Cole Valley walkway, the head race and tail race also survive; traces of the mill leats may be seen in vegetation marks. Ordnance Survey 25 inch map 1884 Sheet 28. BSMR 


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Bristol Road opposite Eastern Road
 Over Mill (Chad Brook), also known as Hunts, Dalloway, Reedpool, Dovehouse, Spurriers Mill, a corn mill dating from at least the 16th century, was used for metal rolling by the mid-17th century; it was run by the Spurrier family from 1843 until c1875. It was driven by Edgbaston Lower Pool now drained, though some watercourses remain on Edgbaston Park Golf Course; no visible traces of buildings. Ordnance Survey 25 inch map 1890 Sheet 52 shows water courses but no mill. BSMR (Photograph in Hampson 1999 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY)


@ @ @   B23 Upper Witton Gypsy Lane
 A watermill stood at the lower end of Witton Lakes formerly Upper Witton Pools; no visible traces of buildings.


@ @ @   B23 Witton/ Stockland Green George Road/ Park Road
 Witton Forge stood here from the 17th century; the lake in Brookvale Park fed by Hawthorn Brook was known as Lower Witton Pool as opposed to Upper Witton Pools, now Witton Lakes. The Lower Pool was used as a reservoir for drinking water until the supply was brought to Birmingham from the Elan Valley 1904; the pool and surrounding land was subsequently bought by Erdington council as Brookvale Park. No visible traces of mill buildings.


@ @ @   B27 Acocks Green/ Olton Pool Farm Road
 Broomhall Mill/ Broom Hall Mill (Westley Brook, tributary of Hatchford Brook) ground corn from at least 1609 until c1880. The mill was run by the Shaw family in 1778. It was demolished by 1886. The City bought the land for Fox Hollies Park 1932 and the stream was landscaped to flow down concrete steps at the bottom of which was the mill site. There are no visible traces of buildings; however, a line of trees which bordered the side pond can still be seen. BSMR


@ @ @   B73 Boldmere Sutton Coldfield Monmouth Drive/ Stonehouse Road Sutton Park
 Powells Mill/ Spade Mill (Longmore Brook) stood near Boldmere Gate at the north end of the dam which runs alongside Stonehouse Road. It was powered by water from Sutton Park’s largest lake which had been made in the 18th century but which was not actually incorporated into the actual Park until 1937. John Wyatt used the mill 1733 to experiment with the world’s first cotton-spinning machine. It was here that the first ever mechanically-spun reel of cotton was made. Wyatt also had a workshop in Old Square. The mill was used for spade making by William Powell in 1750; ash trees in the area were very likely planted for the spade handles. It is believed that the world’s first all-steel garden fork was made here. The mill was used to roll steel for pen-making by 1882. Some steam power was used in the 19th century. The dilapidated mill was demolished 1936 and no visible traces of the buildings remain; when the area was landscaped a waterfall was created where the millrace previously flowed through the dam. BSMR


@ @ @   B73 Sutton Town Centre Somerville Road/ Wyndley Lane Sutton Park
 Wyndley Mill (Longmore Brook) near Wyndley gate was built as a blade mill before 1668 using a 15th-century fishpond as a millpool. 2 mills are mentioned in 1778, the mill was used for sawing c1840 until the 1920s. The buildings which stood at the south end of the dam were demolished 1962; no visible traces. The leat from the pool to the mill survives as does the pool dam which faces Stonehouse Road in the park. BSMR


@ @ @   B74 Sutton Coldfield Sutton Park Blackroot Road (Hartopp Entrance)
 Blackroot Mill (Ebrook/ Plantsbrook) was built during the 18th century; the pool was made by Messrs Dolphin & Homer 1757. No visible traces of buildings. BSMR


@ @ @   B74 Sutton Coldfield Sutton Park
 Bracebridge Mill used as a pool an early 15th-century fishpond in 1577 to operate a blade-grinding mill. Bracebridge Pool survives and the dam (enlarged pre-1900) can clearly be seen. The mill race must have left the pool near Bracebridge Cottage, now a cafe, and the mill building lower down of which there are no visible remains. BSMR


@ @ @   B74 Sutton Coldfield Sutton Park Chester Road North/ Monmouth Drive
 Longmore Mill/ Longmoor Mill (Longmore Brook) east of Banners Gate was built c1750 as a corn mill and operated until c1900; the dam and pool (Longmore Pool) had been made 1733 by John Riland. The derelict mill was demolished 1938 and no visible traces remain. The pool survives and the road passes over the dam. (See Bates 1997 BIBLIOGRAPHY) BSMR


@ @ @   B76 Wylde Green/ Walmley Sutton Coldfield Penns Lane
 Penns Mills (Ebrook/ Plantsbrook) were 2 mills, one for corn, the other for blade grinding which stood here in 1618; the mills were later used for fulling wool. Joseph Bell, tenant of Joseph Scott, enlarged the waterwheel 1742. Scott still owned the mills in 1776 when they were used for wire drawing. The mills subsequently were owned by the Webster family, ironmasters and known as Penns Forge. The buildings were demolished with no visible traces remaining, though the mill pool survives in the grounds of Penns Hall Hotel as Penns Lake. BSMR
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@ @ @   B5 City Centre Ladywell Walk/ Hurst Street
 Ladywell Mill (tributary of the River Rea) discovered from documentary evidence, was used for the latter half of the 18th century. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B5 City Centre/ Digbeth Moat Lane
 Moat Mill/ Malt Mill was fed from the Birmingham Manor House moat which in turn was fed by Moat Brook and Pudding Brook. It is recorded in 1534, was a blade mill in 1717 and in the late 18th century a thread mill. It was demolished to make way for Smithfield Meat Market in the early 19th century. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B5 City Centre/ Digbeth Mill Lane
 The millpool of Town Mill or Askericks Mill, a little lower down the hill from Moat Mill used the same water as well as water supplied by a leat from Vaughtons Hole on the River Rea (B12 Highgate Vaughton Street). It was built by William Ash 1549 as a blade mill and later known as Porters Mill/ Porters Blade Mill it was destroyed by Prince Rupert’s royalist troops 1643. It was a corn mill converted c1750 to slitting iron for nail making by Sampson Lloyd II whose son Sampson Lloyd III founded Taylor’s and Lloyd’s (now Lloyds) Bank in Dale End 1765. The mill was gone by 1839; no visible traces. BSMR 


@ @ @   B5/ B12 Edgbaston/ Balsall Heath Princess Road/ Rolling Mill Close
 Speedwell Mill (River Rea) known as Fitters Mill and Carpenters Mill was making scythes in the 16th century and used in the 17th and 18th centuries for blade grinding and in the 19th century for wire-drawing and metal rolling. In 1823 William Fox was the tenant; he also had works in the town centre in New Street employing over 250 workers. After being damaged by floods the mill went out of use and was demolished 1864 with no visible traces and housing built on the millpool site. A millstone found by the river at Balsall Heath Road is now at Sarehole Mill Museum. BSMR


@ @ @   B5/ B29 Edgbaston/ Selly Park Pershore Road/ Pebble Mill Road
 Pebble Mill (Bournbrook) was a fulling mill in the 16th century. It is also known as Kings Mill or Kynges Mill after John Kynge who died 1557 leaving it with Over Mill Edgbaston to his son Roger Kynge; also Bensons Mill and Boococks or Bowcoate Mill. The mill was used for blade grinding in the mid-17th century and was again a corn mill by the mid-19th century. The millpool was drained 1883 after it became increasingly popular for suicide and is occupied by BBC Pebble Mill; on the mill site stands the entrance building to the Birmingham Nature centre (former Birmingham Natural History Museum). No visible traces of buildings remain. Ordnance Survey 25 inch map Sheet 52. BSMR


@ @ @   B6 Aston Phillips Street/ Aston Brook Street
 Aston Brook Mill (Hockley Brook aka. Aston Brook) was a fulling mill from at least 1532 until the late 18th century when it became a corn mill operating until c1914. Edward Evans was a corn dealer there in 1908. The millpool was in the Pool Street/ Phillips Street area and the mill site is now under the Aston Expressway; no visible traces of buildings. BSMR


@ @ @   B6 Aston south of Thimble Mill Lane 
 Thimble Mill/ Thimblemill (Hockley Brook aka. Aston Brook) is recorded as Brodemore Mill 1532 probably for fulling, it was a blade mill 1684 known as Thimble Mill from 1758, in the mid-18th century became a metal rolling mill known as Nechells Mill. C1800 it was rebuilt 100m downstream to allow a larger millpool to be made. 1863-1918 it was used to make gun barrels. When the branch railway was built to Windsor Street gasworks 1884 the mill pool was filled and steam power was used until 1908 when the mill closed. No visible traces of buildings. Ordnance Survey 25 inch map 1890 Sheet 13; picture in VCH Wa7 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY. BSMR


@ @ @   B6 Aston Thimble Mill Lane
 Steels Mill stood on the Aston side of Hockley Brook aka. Aston Brook below Thimble Mill Lane and above Thimble Mill itself. It had no pool and was powered directly from the stream. It was a blade mill in the early 18th century and gone by 1833. No visible traces.


@ @ @   B6 Aston/ Witton Witton Road/ Trinity Road?
 Calves Croft Mill was a blade mill on a tributary of the Tame west of Aston Park in 1548. It had gone by 1887. No visible traces.


@ @ @   B7 Nechells Holborn Hill
 Park Mill/ Bentons Mill (Aston Brook aka. Hockley Brook) had two pools, one on Aston Brook, the other on a leat whose dam was crossed by Pool Lane, now Holborn Hill. It was a blade mill 1725, rebuilt by Richard Benton to make blades by 1774.  From 1829 it was a rolling mill, and later a sandpaper factory. The water rights were sold to allow Aston Brook to be culverted in 1892.  In 1900 the mill buildings were incorporated into Plume Works, demolished 1941. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B7 Nechells Argyle Street/ Wharton Street
 Nechells Park Mill (River Rea) had a large pool off the Rea. There was a blade mill here l693. The mill and forge built for metal-slitting in 1747 with an enlarged pool were still producing edge-tools until l863. The pool survived until 1905 and is now the site of a recreation ground.

@ @ @   B7/ B8 Bordesley/ Duddeston Lawley Middleway/ Viaduct Street
 Willetts Meadow Mill (River Rea) No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B7/ B8 Duddeston/ Saltley Duddeston Mill Road 
 Duddeston Mill (River Rea) was the Holte’s manorial cornmill and close to their Duddeston Hall manor house. The Crown Steward in 1540 who was then administering Birmingham manor complained that Birmingham people were using Duddeston instead of Birmingham’s manorial Heath Mill but Edward Holte proved that Birmingham's mills had often been inadequate and that his grinding Birmingham corn had been agreed with Edward de Birmingham, last of his line.

The mill was rebuilt c1570 with 3 pairs of stones; by 1744 it was used by James Farmer for metal rolling, blade making and gun-barrel boring. It ground corn again from 1829. Gun-maker Samuel Galton of Duddeston House nearby rebuilt the mill which then ran until 1888. The mill weir caused problems by holding up the raw sewage discharged from Birmingham a mile upstream; disastrous floods which spread sewage throughout the lower town in 1852 prompted the weir‘s removal The mill later became a steam-powered sawmill. (Photo 1864 McCulla 1973 BIBLIOGRAPHY) The mill site was bought by the railway after closure and there are no visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B8 Saltley Crawford Street
 Saltley Mill (River Rea) was the manorial corn mill first recorded 1526 belonging to Thomas Holte of Duddeston. A leat led from the Rea to the millpool. The mill was rebuilt 1576 with 2 stones; converted to blade grinding c1689, steel rolling by 1760. 1822 the height of the dam was raised to catch the dwindling water supply - too many mills on too small a river. Corn grinding 1833; wire drawing by 1850 but now using steam power. The pool was filled in by 1870, buildings demolished by 1880s; the site became part of Saltley gasworks, demolished c1975 with no visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B8 Ward End Drews Lane/ Ingleton Road
 Ward End Mill (Wash Brook) is recorded in the 15th century and lasted as a corn mill until c1900 when farmer William Black was the tenant. The mill building was demolished when Drews Lane was widened 1920s and council houses were built. This was Drews Mill 1886, John Drew’s 2nd flour mill after Edgbaston Mill and where he made his famous self-raising flour. The mill pool lay between Winnington Road and Ingleton Road. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B9 Digbeth/ Bordesley Heath Mill Lane 
 Heath Mill used the dammed waters of the River Rea. The large mill pool was lay between Fazeley Street, Barn Street and the river and caused problems at Deritend ford by making the river too deep to cross. No visible traces.


@ @ @   B11 Sparkhill/ Showell Green Lyons Grove
 Showell Green Mill found by documentary research was a linen mill near Sparkhill Park on a tributary of the River Cole. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B11 Greet River Lee Road (north of)
 A mill is thought to have stood at the confluence of the River Cole and River Lee aka. Tyseley Brook - nothing is known about it other than that it appears on Beighton’s 1725 map (BIBLIOGRAPHY Dugdale 1730). It may be that this mill was built to grind corn when the manorial mill, Greet Mill was used to make blades during the Civil War. The mill had gone by 1820. No visible traces.


@ @ @   B11 Tyseley Percy Road
 Lower Greet Mill (River Cole/ Tyseley Brook) was operational 1725 and gone by 1820. It may be that it was built to grind corn when Greet Mill was making blades for the Civil War. No visible traces.


@ @ @   B12 Sparkbrook Golden Hillock Road/ Walford Road
 Sparkhill Mill or Danford Mill on the Spark Brook; no visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B12 Edgbaston/ Balsall Heath Edgbaston Road/ Cannon Hill Road
 Mill identified by documentary evidence stood in the present Cannon Hill Park between the River Rea and the northernmost fishpond. It was involved in inlaid and steel button business. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B13 Moor Green/ Selly Park Holders Lane
 Moor Green Forge/ Farmons Mill (River Rea) was recorded 1597. By the 1800s it was a blade mill and later a rolling mill till c1880. It was out of use by 1950. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B13 Moseley Salisbury Road
 Moseley Mill (tributary of River Rea) discovered from documentary evidence was used for a short time towards the end of the 18th century. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B14 Alcester Lanes End/ Cocksmoor Alcester Road South/ Millpool Hill 
 Chinn Brook Mill: Mill Pool Hill has been so-called since the 18th century; Mill Pool Hill Farm stood on the site of Meadfoot Avenue but no documentary or archaeological evidence of the mill here has been found. BSMR


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Richmond Hill Road
 Chad Mill (Chad Brook) No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B15 Selly Oak Grange Road
 Bourn Brook Mill; no visible traces.


@ @ @   B18 Soho/ Gib Heath Factory Road
 Soho Mill/ Soho Manufactory (Hockley Brook aka. Aston Brook) was rebuilt from an earlier rolling mill Rustons Mill 1757 for rolling metal for toys, small metal products. In the 18th century large industrial buildings were entirely new to the world and Soho Manufactory was one of the earliest and certainly the largest of its time. It was built as a plain neo-classical style building with a central 4-storeyed tower with a two-storey arched doorway and topped by a small cupola and later various outbuildings. (Illustrations Drake 1998 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY.)

The mill pool subsequently known as Soho Pool was in the Ashwin Road area. The mill was bought 1761 and rebuilt by Matthew Boulton: he had had insufficient water at Sarehole, and Soho was near the Wednesbury turnpike road and soon the Birmingham Canal giving better access to coal and iron supplies. Water power was used often supplemented by horse power when water was insufficient. Boulton tried a Newcomen steam engine to pump water back up to the pool but this proved expensive; James Watt visited Boulton 1768 and discussed his steam engine with a separate condenser which was installed at Soho 1773 to pump water back up to the pool. Its success led to Boulton & Watt producing highly efficient steam engines for sale from 1774; one of the first six to be made and the oldest now in existence dating from 1777 was brought from the Birmingham Canal Navigation at Smethwick to Birmingham Museum of Science and Industry in Newhall Street where it was still operated until 1998. It has now been installed in the new Science Museum at Millennium Point. Watt’s rotative engine enabled machinery to be turned directly by steam power and from 1818 Soho was powered by steam not water.


Soho Manufactory employed 1000+ workers by 1774 making high quality ‘toys’: buttons, boxes, buckles, coffee pots, lamps, spurs, trinkets, silverware, plate and jewellery. The Manufactory was innovative in bringing so large a workforce under one roof making such a wide variety of goods of such good quality and with division of labour. Boulton was innovative in aggressively marketing his goods. From 1782 rotary steam engines were produced which could operate machinery directly. From 1797 high quality George III ‘cartwheel’ pennies and twopences (45 million in 2 years) and much other coin and medals was minted and exported all over the world. Soho Mint buildings stood on the east side of South Road.

In 1802 William Murdock demonstrated the first public coal-gas lamps in the world here to celebrate the Peace of Amiens; gas lighting subsequently enabled factories to be operated 24 hours a day. The company moved into the manufacture of gas lights and fittings.

It is argued that Watt’s breakthrough with separate condensing and direct power by rotative transmission together with the rapid expansion of the canal network led directly to Birmingham’s modern industrial development.


Erasmus Darwin, a member of the Lunar society, wrote 1761:

Soho is the name of a hill in the county of Staffordshire, about two miles from Birmingham; which, a very few years ago, was a barren heath, on the bleak summit of which stood a naked hut, the habitation of a warrener. The transformation of this place is a recent monument to the effects of Trade on population. A beautiful garden, with wood, lawn, and water, now covers one side of this hill; five spacious squares of building, erected on the other side, supply workshops, or houses, for about five hundred people.

(quoted in Pevsner 1966)


The Manufactory was demolished 1863 and nothing visible remains. Excavations for Channel 4’s Time Team television archaeology programme made a number of finds 1996.


@ @ @   B66 Smethwick Foundry Lane
 Soho Foundry is not a mill site but a development from Soho Manufactory and close to the Birmingham Canal. Boulton & Watt and their sons built the foundry from 1796 specifically to manufacture steam engines as the Manufactory site could not cope with further expansion.

Boulton died 1809, Watt 1819 and Murdock 1839; by 1848 their sons were dead, and the name of the business changed to James Watt & Co. Soho Foundry was involved in marine engineering and made the screw engines of the SS Great Eastern 1857. In 1860, by which time Soho Manufactory was out of use, a mint was opened here and began large-scale production of coins and medals. In 1895 James Watt & Co and the Soho Foundry were sold to W & T Avery of weighing machine manufacturers of Birmingham and the steam engine business gradually phased out. The next 20 years saw continuous expansion of the manufacturing facilities on the site: by 1905 machine, weighbridge and japanning shops, warehouse and offices had been built, by the outbreak of World War 1 1914 the automatic scale assembly shop, boilerhouse and electricity generating plant had been built and the foundry and weighbridge shop extended. After the war expansion continued: the canteen, hospital, hardening and electroplating shops were built, and light assembly shops, paint shops and new offices, workshops for steel fabrication, weighbridges and heavy machines were built before World War 2.

A great range of weighing machines were made including: retail scales, counting machines, platform scales, weighbridges, testing machines, automatic weighers for flour, coffee and coal, scales for weighing letters and parcels, bathroom and kitchen scales, scales for weighing bullion, apothecaries and anglers scales and laboratory scales for science and education. The Foundry also made other products: in the 1920s petrol pumps were made here, as well as office furniture, tea machinery, toys, motorcycle and pram seats. During the World War 2 the company produced 25-pounder field guns, 17-pounder anti-tank guns, mine sinkers and shell fuses. Serious damage was caused by German parachute mines and incendiary bombs in 1940 and 1942. Soho Foundry made its last casting 1954 and closed 1955. In subsequent years the Avery’s focus has been electronic digital weighing; they produced the UK’s first load cell weighbridge and retail price computing scales. W & T Avery became part of GEC now Marconi plc in 1979 and in 1993 GEC Avery bought the Dutch company Berkel. The company is now known as Avery Berkel with their headquarters at Soho Foundry and is a world leader in supplying retail and industrial weighing equipment. A museum of weighing on the site is open to the public.

(Some information here adapted from the Avery Berkell website.)
Traces of canal wharves and parts of original buildings remain including evidence of William Murdock’s original gasometer demolished c1940 and Foundry Row workers’ cottages where manager William Murdock lived at No.13 until his move to Sycamore Hill. A mural in the old post room depicts the opening of the foundry.


At B6 Dartmouth Circus (popularly Pump Island) a beam engine acknowledging Birmingham’s industrial past was set up when this section of the Middle Ring Road was completed. The engine came from Grazebrook & Whitehouse’s foundry in Netherton and although it has never been steamed up here was certainly in working order when brought to this site. It is an early 19th-century steam engine with a vertical double-acting steam cylinder coupled by an 8-metre beam to a double-acting air cylinder; it is not certainly but generally believed to be a Boulton & Watt engine.


@ @ @   B19 Newtown/ Aston Furnace Lane off Porchester Street
 Aston Furnace (Hockley Brook aka. Aston Brook) is first documented 1615 owned by William Cowper. The water was used to power the furnace bellows; due to lack of water a Newcomen steam engine was in use here from 1768. From 1833 it was a steam-operated Paper Mill; c1845-1850 it was used for drawing wire. By 1865 the firm had moved to new buildings in Alma Street, Aston Furnace Mills; the original works had gone by 1888 with no visible traces. The site is Grade A Locally Listed.


@ @ @   B25 Hay Mills/ Small Heath Fordrough/ Coventry Road/ Small Heath Highway (Heybarnes Circus)
 Medleys Mill (River Cole) No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B26 Sheldon Sheldonfield Road
 Hatchford Brook Mill on Hatchford Brook Golf Course; no visible traces.


@ @ @   B29 Bournbrook Dale Road
 Bournbrook Mills (Bournbrook) was built by Henry Cambden 1707 for blade making. By 1730 brassfounder Henry Carver was in occupation and by 1816 gunmakers Heeley & Co were using the premises. The mill was operated as a forge by James Kirby by 1839 and by Henry and Frederick Spurrier in 1908 for metal rolling. Kirby’s Pools were used for pleasure boating but filled in by 1908 and the site at the north end of Dale Road is now occupied by industrial premises; no visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B30 Stirchley Hazelwell Road
 Hazelwell Mill (River Rea) was a corn mill recorded in 1704. By 1783 it was manufacturing gun barrels until 1886. The buildings were used as a rubber factory by 1900. BSMR


@ @ @   B30 Lifford Lifford Lane/ Tunnel Lane
 The present Lifford Hall was built 1604 on the site of a medieval building. Lifford Mill (River Rea) stood on the site of the front lawn of Lifford Hall until the early 19th century; archaeological excavation in advance of new building work revealed a water tunnel leaving the mill and the tail race to the river but there are no visible traces.


@ @ @   B31 Kings Norton Wychall Lane
 Wychall Mill (River Rea) was a rolling mill on the north bank of the river in 1822 until the early 20th century. Wychall Mill is referred to in a deed of 1638. Charles Emery was the tenant in 1843; by the end of the century Ellis & Sons, metal rollers occupied the site. The buildings stood at the east end of Wychall Reservoir and were derelict by c1950 and demolished c1976. Excavation found Victorian brickwork only and there is nothing visible remaining. However, the beam engine used continuously from c1820 until 1943 was taken to Birmingham Science Museum.


@ @ @   B32 Weoley Castle/ Bartley Green/ Woodgate Mill Lane/ Cornmill Close 
 Connops Mill/ Walford Mill (Stonehouse Brook/ Bourn Brook), probably Weoley Castle Mill, at the north end of Senneleys Park was a corn mill from at least the 15th century. The mill takes its name from Benjamin Connop, miller, farmer and beer retailer in 1873. The mill house became the Mill Inn by 1900. The mill was photographed internally and externally in the 1930s and soon afterwards all the buildings were demolished; no visible traces. Part of the gearing is displayed at the Birmingham Museum of Science and Industry. Ordnance Survey 25 inch map 1884 Sheet 22. BSMR


@ @ @   B44 Perry Paper Mill End off Aldridge Road 
 Paper Mill (Hol Brook) was there 1648 known as Garretts Mill, a blade mill 1597. Another mill above Perry Bridge was a blade mill in 1654 and yet another was a wire mill near Hol Brook’s confluence with the Tame 1794. All mills were there in 1863 but gone by the 1880s. No visible traces.


@ @ @   B45 Frankley/ Rubery Frogmill Road/ Rubery Lane/ Tessall Lane
 Frog Mill (River Rea) was there in the early 19th century; no visible traces. Ordnance Survey 25 inch map 1st Edition. BSMR


@ @ @   B76 Walmley Ash Forge Lane/ Kingsbury Road
 Plants Brook Forge/ Plants Forge (Ebrook/ Plants Brook) A forge replaced the original corn mill 1727; Joseph Webster used it from 1760 to supplement Penns Mill. The forge was out of use by 1859. From the 1860s the pool was converted to reservoirs with filterbeds on site for public water supply and by 1880 a water-pumping station had been built on the site. The site was abandoned by the end of the 19th century and the reservoirs returned to nature; during World War 2 the lakes were used to test torpedoes and amphibious vehicles. In 1978 the pools were drained for landfill but vigorous local campaigning led to the City buying the site which was opened as a local nature reserve 1985. No visible traces of buildings. BSMR
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(See BIBLIOGRAPHY McKenna 1986)

Windmills for grinding corn and are found in England from the 12th century and by their size and high position would have been significant local landmarks. The earliest were post mills which consisted of a movable wooden structure holding the sails and internal grinding mechanism all of which could be rotated on massive central post on a bearing at the top. They needed constant maintenance and repair and were generally replaced by tower mills, fixed brick or stone buildings often built on a raised mound of which only a wooden cap holding the sails rotated. Smock mills similarly constructed but of wood are found from late Tudor times. There are no visible traces of any Birmingham windmills. Post-medieval windmills were often built for grinding corn when the nearby watermill was turned over to metal work although they were also used for a variety of industrial uses.

(BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Bridge Street
 Easy Hill Mill was built on his estate after 1745 by the Birmingham printer John Baskerville for making high quality paper. The site of his house, Easy Hill is occupied by Baskerville House, Broad Street. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B1 City Centre Florence Street/ Windmill Street 
 Holloway Hill Windmill or Chapmans Windmill was built in brick 1745 replacing an earlier wooden mill. It was demolished 1973. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Dale End/ Priory Queensway
 Although there is no surviving record of a mill here, a mill house is recorded. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B5 Deritend/ City Centre Heath Mill Lane/ Fazeley Street
 Deritend Heath Windmill, a smock mill is shown on the 1731 South-West Prospect of Birmingham, on the East Prospects of 1753 and 1779 and again in a view of 1826. It does not appear on the Ordnance Survey 1 inch map of 1834. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B5 Edgbaston/ Balsall Heath Pershore Road/ Speedwell Road
 Speedwell Windmill is recorded with Speedwell Watermill in 1810 when John Heeley was paying rent for both mills. The windmill appears on a map of 1814 as Edgbaston Mill, but is not shown on the Ordnance Survey 1st Edition 1 inch map of 1834. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B19 Lozells Johnstone Street
 Tower Mill or Huttons Mill was built by bookseller and Birmingham historian, William Hutton for paper making 1759. He was unsuccessful and the mill was sold 1762 and used for polishing brass nails. The mill was demolished before 1870 for housing, but the millhouse survived until the second half of the 19th century as a dairy-farmhouse. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B8 Saltley Ralph Street/ Alum Rock Road
 A postmill is shown on a Beighton’s map of 1725 and a map of 1755 but not in 1760. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B8 Saltley/ Washwood Heath Wright Road
 A windmill here was out of use by the 18th century. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B13 Wake Green to the rear of Adrian Croft
 Wake Green Windmill on Wake Green Playing Fields is recorded 1664 belonging to Richard Grevis. It was leased by John Allen from John Taylor 1766 and demolished before 1834. A sketch exists of the mill drawn by David Cox 1819. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B13 Wake Green Yardley Green Road (east side - south of Linkswood Close)
 Windmill probably a post mill built to grind corn when Lady Mill went over to wire drawing during the 17th century. It was built downstream of the watermill on the knoll above the River Cole and was disused by the 19th century; no visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B14 Yardley Wood/ Solihull Lodge Greenaleigh Road
 Windmill ceased working in the 19th century. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B18 Winson Green Dudley Road 
 Birmingham Heath Windmill was built by 1814 and demolished and sold for scrap 1849 when the site was bought to build the Birmingham Workhouse, now Dudley Road Hospital. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B21 Soho Grasmere Road 
 Soho Windmill north of Hockley Brook aka. Aston Brook had disappeared by 1682. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B23 Perry Common/ Short Heath Bleak Hill Road/ Perry Common Road 
 Bleak Hills Windmill was built after 1760 and ceased operation at the end of the 19th century. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B25 Hay Mills Arthur Road
 Yardley Windmill/ Greet Windmill/ Red Hill Windmill/ Redhill Windmill was listed in an inventory of Jone Wall 1579, was being worked by Henry Barrs 1668-1669 and by Richard Barrs 1725. It was still in use 1755 but appears as the ‘Old Mill’ by 1800. This windmill on Red Hill probably took over the corn grinding when Hay Mill was turned over to blade-making possibly during the Civil War. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B26 Wells Green/ Sheldon Rectory Park Road
 Wells Green Mill is depicted as a postmill 1687. It was demolished in the early 18th century and Sheldon postmill built 1788-96 very close to the site. It had stopped work by 1875. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B32 Ridgacre/ Quinton Hagley Road/ Clydesdale Road/ Ridgacre Road/ Stoney Lane
 Postmill evidenced by the fieldname Windmill Piece on the Ridgacre Tithe Map in 1844 but not shown on any 18th-century maps and probably gone by 1722. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B33 Lea Hall Holbeach Road
 Windmill

@ @ @   B42 Perry Barr Aldridge Road/ Holdford Drive
 Holdford Windmill built after 1794 at Holdford Farm may have been the last Birmingham windmill to be built. It was owned by Dr Henry Weedall in 1843 and demolished before 1889. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B75 High Heath/ Bassetts Pole Sutton Coldfield Tamworth Road
 High Heath Mill stood between Tamworth Road and Withy Hill Road. It is recorded on Beighton’s 1725 map, was still standing 1755 but is not shown on Baker’s 1788-96 survey. No visible traces. BSMR


@ @ @   B75 High Heath/ Whitehouse Common Sutton Coldfield Withy Hill Road
 Langley Windmill was probably run in conjunction with Langley Watermill. It is probably of 17th-century origin but is not shown on early 18th-century maps and had gone by 1722. Windmill Field is shown on the 2 inch Ordnance Survey drawing of 1811, on the 1834 1 inch Ordnance Survey map and again on the 1856 valuation survey. Exact location uncertain; no visible traces. BSMR
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@ @ @   B6 Aston Witton Lane/ Trinity Road
 The present Villa Park was built on the site of Dovehouse Pool, a large artificial fishpond built before the 17th century.  At its southern end in Georgian times, if not earlier, was the Dovehouse, attached to buildings presumed be Aston Hall’s Home Farm. Dovecotes were built to ensure a supply of eggs and meat. The young doves were generally taken in the spring before they took flight. 

@ @ @   B9 Small Heath Golden Hillock Road/ Cooksey Road
 Golden Hillock is recorded as a fieldname on Tomlinson’s map 1760; Sylvester’s Farm recorded for sale 1763 later known as Golden Hillock Farm stood at the junction of Golden Hillock Road and Cooksey Road. No visible traces.


@ @ @   B10/ B25 Hay Mills Heybarnes Road/ Coventry Road
 Haybarnes Farm later Smiths Farm survived until after 1890; demolished. No visible traces.


@ @ @   B11 Showell Green Woodlands Road 
 Woodlands Farm stood half-way along Woodlands Road on the north side until demolition c1900; no visible remains.


@ @ @   B11 Sparkhill Ivor Road/ Esme Road
 Standing between Ivor Road and Esme Road Shrubbery Farm may date from Georgian times; it was latterly Sparkhill Nursery, and the site is now built over.

@ @ @   B11/ B28 Sparkhill/ Hall Green Shaftmoor Lane near Leominster Road
 Greet Mill Hill Farm/ Greetmill Hill Farm/ Kings Farm stood at the top of the hill demolished 1950s. Photo in Byrne 1996 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY. The barn dated 1850 survives facing Leominster Road and is used as industrial commercial premises.


@ @ @   B13 Billesley Oakcroft Road
 Ivyhouse Farm; land was bought by the city from the Taylor family to lay out Swanshurst Park 1922. No visible traces.


@ @ @   B13 Moseley Alcester Road/ Reddings Road
 Built in red brick the 18th-century octagonal Moseley Dovecote and two-storey Cow House (actually a forage store) are the last surviving remnants of South Lodge (South Farm), one of the farms of Moseley Hall. (Other farms of Moseley Hall stood on the Alcester Road at Chantry Road and at Home Farm at Park Hill.) Farmhouse and outbuildings were demolished 1937; the dovecote was saved by public pressure and finally restored 1981. Both of these Grade II buildings are regularly open to the public. BSMR


@ @ @   B13 Wake Green Gracewell Road
 Nos.132-134 Moorlands built on the site of a Stuart cottage is apparently a Victorian farmhouse; however, the oldest gable dates from 1760 and the other three built by 1805; greatly extended at the rear c1875 at which date the gables were probably all raised. It was used during World War 2 as the Home Guard HQ and is now two separate dwellings. (Jones 1979)


@ @ @   B13/ B14/ B28 Billesley/ Yardley Wood Old Farm Grove/ Highfield Road opposite Yardley Wood Library
 Titterford Farm was probably of medieval origin, rebuilt as a 3-storey Georgian farm with a tiled roof in local style in bands of two shades of red; demolished 1920s; no visible traces


@ @ @   B14 Billesley/ Warstock Glastonbury Road/ Pendeen Road
 The medieval Puggemire Farm later known as Quagmire Farm was rebuilt in Georgian times. No visible traces.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Westbourne Road/ Farquhar Road
 Edgbaston Guinea Gardens (Westbourne Road Leisure Gardens, Malthouse Meadows or the Old Waterloo Gardens) are the last surviving example of 18th-century working-class allotments which were to be found all around the outskirts of the town; annual rent was traditionally a guinea ie. £1.1s (ie. £1 and 1 shilling = £1.05). By 1878 these gardens had all but disappeared underneath the expanding town. This site was much bigger but lost land to the railway 1840, to Westbourne Road houses 1860-1880, to Edgbaston Lawn Tennis Club 1918-1939, to Edgbaston High School 1950s. Some of the original lay-out was destroyed by the BBC who used part to create the world’s first television garden with Percy Thrower. In the 1970s the City Council demolished original summer houses and sheds. These gardens are within Edgbaston Conservation Area and are a unique survival in Birmingham; they are vigorously defended by a tenants’ committee. The gardens are Grade II Listed in the English Heritage Register of Parks and Gardens of Historic Interest.


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Park Lane
 Manwoods/ Manwood Farm belonged to Sandwell Priory (established 1155) originally Manwoods, rebuilt as Bayes Hall 1680 by Henry Ford, the name later reverting to Manwoods; demolished 1969 with no visible traces it stood at the north end of Hilltop & Manwood Farm golf course.


@ @ @   B24 Erdington Bromford Road/ Eversley Dale
 Eversley stood in Farthing Lane until it was demolished 1952 after being empty for some years. It was certainly there as a farm in 1762 and probably much earlier; the house was probably rebuilt in the 19th-century. No visible traces.


@ @ @   B24 Erdington Pitts Farm Road
 Little Pitts Farm was set back from the Chester Road and had 18th-century stables though the farmhouse was rebuilt in the 19th century. Demolished for housing development 1961. No visible traces.


@ @ @   B24 Erdington Church Road Erdington
 The Cottage opposite St Barnabas churchyard was originally a farmhouse dating to c1720; converted to a large private residence and probably altered during the 19th century, it was used as a citizens club during the World War 2; demolished in the second half of the 20th century and the site now occupied by low-rise flats. No visible traces.


@ @ @   B25 Yardley Church Road
 Nos.445-447 Church Road Yardley, a late 18th-century malthouse converted to cottages c1850; a blocked window in Church Terrace is evidence of former malthouse use.


@ @ @   B26 Sheldon Church Road/ The Radleys (south-west side)

 Elms Farm

@ @ @   B26 Sheldon Church Road/ The Radleys

Sheldon pound stood on Church Road opposite the school. A smithy stood opposite Ragley Drive.

@ @ @   B27/ B28/ B92 Hall Green Gospel Lane/ Lakey Lane
 Gospel Farm stood close to the site of the Gospel Oak public house. It was owned by the Severne family and compulsorily purchased by the city council for housing development. No visible traces.


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green Pool Farm Road 
 Pool Farm stood near the Round Pool in Fox Hollies Park - demolished. No visible traces.


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green Stratford Road just south of  ins Lane
 Robin Hood Farm - demolished c1933 with no visible traces for the construction of the enormous Robin Hood roundabout - still the largest in the city?


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green Stratford Road/ Cole Bank Road (south of junction) 
 Cole Bank Farm was on the site of Hall Green College - demolished. No visible traces.


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green/ Yardley Wood Highfield Road just west of Brookwood Avenue
 Tatterpool Farm later Titterford House was a Georgian rebuilding of an earlier farm building - demolished after World War 1 for housing development. No visible traces.


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green/ Yardley Wood Scribers Lane
 Oaklands Farm stood east of the River Cole - demolished. No visible traces.


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green/ Yardley Wood Scribers Lane opposite Barton Lodge Road
 Yew Tree Farm stood near Chilcote Close - the farmhouse survives much altered.


@ @ @   B28 Yardley Wood  ins Lane/ Newborough Road (west side of the junction)
 Derbyshires Farm - demolished. No visible traces.


@ @ @   B28 Yardley Wood/ Hall Green Paradise Lane/ Brookmeadow Croft
 Paradise Farm rebuilt in the mid-18th century, demolished c1960. No visible traces.


@ @ @   B28 Yardley Wood/ Hall Green Wold Walk/ Hullbrook Road
 Billesley Farm demolished c1923. No visible traces.


@ @ @   B28/ B90 Hall Green Sandy Hill Road 
 Sandy Hill Farm stood in Georgian times, possibly older - demolished. No visible traces.


@ @ @   B30 Bournville Selly Oak Road/ Oak Farm Road
 Rowheath Farm/ Row Heath Farm: 18th-century barn timber-framed 7-bay barn with 2 wagon entrances to the threshing floor, now converted into dwellings. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B42 Perry Beeches/ Great Barr Caddick Road/ Booths Lane 
 Booths Farm was a c1700 farmhouse incorporating timber-framing from an earlier building. The farm was the centre of William Booth’s forgery industry in the early 19th century; Booth was hanged for his crimes at Stafford Jail and only at the third attempt did he meet his death; he was buried in Handsworth churchyard 1812. By 1974 the house was in ruins and demolished; no visible traces. BSMR
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(Contemporary maps and plans of some turnpikes are available in Birmingham Central Library Archives: eg. Birmingham-Wednesbury 1771, Birmingham Borough Tollgates 1851, Dudley & Hagley Turnpikes 1875.)

By the eighteenth century the system of road maintenance by local parishes was failing to provide for increasing trade. Local people resented the expense of upkeep and repair of long distance highways which they themselves rarely used. Toll roads were authorised by Parliament, the money raised to be spent on road improvement. Toll roads were known as turnpikes, a word originally used to describe a movable spiked defensive barrier across a road. The turnpikes were the first new roads to be built since the Romans left Britain in 410 AD.

The first turnpike act had been passed 1663 for a 15-mile stretch of the Great North Road (the modern A10) between Wadesmill, Hertfordshire and Royston, Cambridgeshire but it was not until the next century that the number of toll roads grew apace. By 1750 most major roads had been turnpiked; but turnpiking still gathered pace and between 1751 and 1772 389 new turnpike trusts were set up. Most were improvements of existing routes, but some later roads replaced inconvenient ones: Pershore Road, for example, and Alcester Road across Kings Heath. By 1820 some 22 000 miles of British roads were controlled by 1000 trusts at 7000 tollgates. The peak year for tollgate receipts was 1837. However, no national road system was imposed by government; trusts were formed by wealthy people seizing a commercial opportunity.

Initially road conditions changed little; after all people had no alternative but to use them. Canal competition brought improvements as did the coming of the railways.

Stagecoach services ran within a 30-mile radius of London as early as the 1630s; the first Midland evidence is of the London-Chester coach running via Castle Bromwich 1659, a line that operated with only one year’s gap during the Great Plague 1665 until the 1830s. The advent of turnpikes led to an enormous increase in services during the 18th century. In 1767 55 carriers ran weekly goods services from Birmingham town centre inns and 5 stagecoaches ran to London, Bristol and Worcester. By 1700 Birmingham had three posts a week to London carried by horse-riders with connections across the English Channel, and by 1746 there were 6 posts a week. From 1784 the Royal Mail was carried by stagecoach, by which time it took 20 hours from Birmingham to London; in 1700 it had taken 2 and a half days. By the 1770s there were 52 services to London and 16 to Bristol; by 1820 there 40 coaches a day ran from London to or through Birmingham. It must be remembered that early stagecoaches generally carried only 6 passengers. The impact on trade locally and nationally was enormous, however: business- and salespeople could travel the country far more quickly and reliably than ever before, and their goods could be shipped in greater quantities and faster than ever before.

Stage coaches did not stop at tollgates; these were manned not by employees of the turnpike trust because they could not be trusted, but by men who had bought at auction the right to take tolls for a year. Hearing the coach guard's horn, the gatekeeper quickly opened the gate and the coach went through without stopping as the guard threw the toll money to him.

Of thousands of stagecoaches very few have survived: an untypical Chester-Shrewsbury 1860 stagecoach on display in Birmingham Museum is the only one in the Midlands.

Highwaymen were always a danger: the Warwick Road, Coventry Road and Chester Road at Sutton were notorious. The infamous Dick Turpin worked in league with a Sutton highwayman born between Sutton Park and Stonnall robbing coaches in various areas. Turpin was hanged 1739; King was popularly believed to have been caught and burned to death in Sutton Park.

Gibbets stood at

@ @ @   B8 Washwood Heath, site unknown, possibly at B8 Washwood Heath Road/ Aston Church Road being the highest point.
@ @ @   B44/ B73 New Oscott Chester Road/ College Road at Gibbett Hill, opposite Oscott College/ Antrobus Road; 
@ @ @   B73 Chester Road North at Westwood Coppice Sutton Park;
@ @ @   B75 Little Sutton Common on Fox Hill Tamworth Road;
There may have been others.

2 miles between Hastings and Hollington in Sussex was the last authorised turnpike 1836. Railway mania had begun. The opening of the London-Birmingham Railway 1838 caused an immediate fall in takings along affected roads; from the same year the Royal Mail was carried from London to Birmingham by rail. Turnpikes could not compete with the speed or capacity of railways for long-distance traffic, many trusts ran into debt and road conditions deteriorated. By 1840 all Birmingham-London stagecoaches had ceased and by 1850 only a few services ran to towns not on the railway network. Most trusts were dissolved in the 1870s-80s and all were finally abolished 1888 when responsibility for trunk roads went to the new county councils, and responsibility for local roads to parishes and townships.

Most Birmingham turnpikes followed the routes of existing roads, many of medieval origin, some earlier. All are still very much in use. Modern roads prefixed with ‘the’ are generally former turnpikes - thus the Dudley Road, the Stratford Road, etc.

Chronological List of Turnpikes
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1726  Stratford Turnpike
1726  Warwick Turnpike
1727  (Old) Walsall Turnpike
1727  Bromsgrove Turnpike
1727  Wednesbury Turnpike
1745  Coventry Turnpike
1753  Halesowen Turnpike
1759  Chester Road Turnpike
1760  Castle Bromwich Turnpike
1761  Dudley Turnpike
1766  Northfield - Wootton Wawen Turnpike
1767  Alcester Turnpike
1803  Sutton Coldfield - West Bromwich Turnpike
1807  Lichfield Turnpike
1807  Sutton Coldfield - Bassetts Pole Turnpike
1825  Pershore Turnpike
1826  Kingsbury Turnpike
1831  New Walsall Turnpike
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Turnpikes and Tollgates
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With the exception of Colletts Brook Farm Tamworth Road Sutton Coldfield, no tollhouses survive in Birmingham.

Most Georgian coach journeys would have begun at inns around New Street or High Street. The Hen & Chickens High Street on the Pavilions site built/ rebuilt by James Wyatt 1798 was a popular starting point as was The Swan Inn on the Rotunda site.

The Old Crown Deritend was very likely Birmingham’s first coaching inn.

Stratford Turnpike

@ @ @   1726 Stratford Turnpike (Edgehill) - the modern Stratford Road. Disturnpiked 1872.

Tollgates at B12 Bordesley Camp Hill, B12 Sparkbrook Ladypool Road, B11/ B28 Springfield/ Tyseley River Cole Bridge near Shaftmoor Lane, B28 Hall Green Cole Bank Road/ School Road (Colebank Gate) , B90 Solihull Road.  This was also the preferred route to the county town of Warwick as far as Hockley Heath being on firmer ground and having less difficult river crossings. This was often known as the London Road until Telford’s improved Coventry Road became the preferred route to the capital after 1801.

Parishioners owed labour towards the maintenance of highways. With the setting up of the turnpikes they still had to give their statutory annual eight days labour but were now overseen by professional road-makers and with the turnpike company providing materials. A concession to locals was freedom from tolls when using the road for journeys within the parish.

After 1745 all main roads had to have milestones showing the distance to London and to local towns; there was a milestone opposite Sparkhill Park gates B11 Hillfield Road, 114 miles to London, and at Green Bank near B28 Green Bank Avenue, 113 miles to London.

@ @ @   B11 Sparkbrook Stratford Road/ Ladypool Road - The Angel is a rare good example of a surviving Birmingham Georgian coaching inn in little altered state; Grade B Local Listing.

@ @ @   B11 Sparkbrook/ Sparkhill Stratford Road/ Warwick Road - The Mermaid was a 3-storey coaching inn c1740, completely rebuilt 1880s when the Tivoli Gardens to the rear were an attraction for visiting town-dwellers. The corner towers were destroyed by German bombs during World War 2 and not replaced; however, the old carved sign was restored and reset.

A weighbridge was set up at the Mermaid to check the weight of heavy wagons before they were allowed to cross the hump-backed bridges over the streams and rivers. In 1752 and 1759 horses were drowned while fording the River Cole at Greet Mill. Later Worcestershire built a bridge over the river; there already was one over the mill-race.

@ @ @   B28 Hall Green Stratford Road/ Fox Hollies Road Four Ways - The Bulls Head is medieval in origin, rebuilt as a coaching inn mid-18th-century, rebuilt 1840. It was not a stage where horses were changed, but a request stop. (Four Ways is recorded 1550).

 ‘To Stratford and Warwick, about twenty miles each, much used and much neglected.’ (Hutton 1781)

Example of Tolls: Birmingham to Stratford Bridge 1770:

 Coach drawn by 4 horses or more   1s 6d

 Coach drawn by 2 horses                       9d

 Coach drawn by 1 horse                         4d

 Wagons                                               1s 0d

 Carts drawn by 3 horses or more           9d

 Carts drawn by less than 3 horses         6d

 Horse, cow, &c not drawing                    1d

 Sheep, pigs, &c per score                      5d

NOTE d = old pence; s = shillings

Warwick Turnpike

@ @ @   1726 Warwick Turnpike (Banbury, Warmington) - the modern Warwick Road. Disturnpiked 1872.

Run by the same company as the Stratford Turnpike this road left the Stratford Road at the Mermaid Inn. This was more of a local road than the Stratford Road which was the preferred route to the county town of Warwick being on firmer ground and having less difficult river crossings.

Tollgates at B11 Sparkbrook/ Sparkhill Stratford Road, B27/ B92 Acocks Green/ Olton Dolphin Lane/ Gospel Lane.

After 1745 there was a milestone at Seeleys Road and Stockfield Road showing the distance from the start of the road at the Mermaid - 1 and 2 miles.

@ @ @   The Spread Eagle near B27 Acocks Green Victoria Road was a coaching inn probably before the turnpike, demolished 1928.

Also a coaching inn was The Dolphin at Dolphin Lane by the Acocks Green tollgate. The original was demolished and rebuilt 1930 to be demolished 1991 and replaced by a supermarket.

Bridges were built to replace fords, many of which on the clay lands made for poor crossing places; Westley Brook bridge (now culverted) near B27 Westley Road was built 1722. Greet Bridge was a 2-arch bridge over the River Cole on the Warwick Road certainly by 1725 shown on Beighton's map. By 1766 there were 5 arches, the outer ones to allow for flood-water. This was rebuilt as a wider bridge 1777 having been badly damaged in a flood. Yardley Overseers were indicted in 1807for failing to repair flood damage which made the bridge unusable, and the bridge was restored. The bridge was rebuilt to take tramline to Acocks Green by Yardley Rural District Council 1902.

BACK to Chronological List of Turnpikes
(Old) Walsall Turnpike

@ @ @   1727 (Old) Walsall Turnpike - Hamstead Road. Disturnpiked 1879.

  Left Birmingham via B4 Bull Street, Snow Hill, B19 Constitution Hill, Great Hampton Street, Hockley Hill, B20 Hamstead Road, Handsworth Wood Road, Hamstead Hill, Old Walsall Road, B43 Birmingham Road.

Stagecoaches used this route from 1752.

Tollgates at B19 Great Hampton Street north of Hockley Street, and B20 Lozells Hamstead Road/ Villa Road/ Tollgate Drive; the gates were removed 1872 and the toll house subsequently used as a private girls’ school. (Photo in McCulla 1973/ Drake 1998. See BIBLIOGRAPHY)

@ @ @   B20 Hamstead Hamstead Hill/ Old Walsall Road - Old River Tame footbridge: late-18th-century bridge over River Tame with 19th-century balustrades. Grade II Listed. BSMR.

‘The road to Walsall, ten miles, is rather below indifferent.’ (Hutton 1781)

BACK to Chronological List of Turnpikes
Bromsgrove Turnpike

@ @ @   1727 Bromsgrove Turnpike/ Bristol Road - roughly the modern Bristol Road. Disturnpiked 1872.

The original route from Birmingham went via B5 Smallbrook Queensway, B1 Holloway Head, B15 Wheeleys Lane, Wheeleys Road, Arthur Road, Church Road, Priory Road, then via a lost road skirting Edgbaston Park where evidence of the holloway survives, across Lower Pool dam to cross Bourn Brook at the bridge on B15/ B29 Bristol Road near Bournbrook Road. The route is then B29/ B31 Bristol Road, B42 Lickey Road, B45 Rose Hill (following the Roman road over Lickey), B60 Old Birmingham Road.

Tollgate at B15 Church Road/ Priory Road - a house on the site retains the name.

In 1771 a straighter route was made from Smallbrook Queensway via Horsefair, Bristol Street, Bristol Road to join the old road before Bournbrook Bridge. Tollgate at B15 Priory Road/ Edgbaston Road. A tollbar at Edgbaston Park Road was manned on market days to catch travellers hoping to use the old road through Edgbaston Park. Tollgate at Longbridge.

The Bell & Bluebell at Bell Lane/ Bell Holloway was a coaching inn until a new Bell Inn was built on the Bristol Road 1803.

The private house known as the Old Rose & Crown was built after 1880 on the site a coaching inn of the same name which stood at the foot of the dangerous Lickey descent down Rose Hill.

In 1831 an easier route for coaches was made from Longbridge to Lydiate Ash: B45 Bristol Road South, New Road Rubery, Birmingham Road; the coaching inn at Rubery becoming known as the New Rose & Crown.

‘To Bromsgrove, thirteen miles, made extremely commodious for the first four, under the patronage of John Kettle, Esq; in 1772, at the expence of near 5000 l. but afterwards is so confined, that two horses cannot pass without danger; the sun and the wind are excluded, the rivers lie open to the stranger, and he travels through dirt ‘till Midsummer.’ (Hutton 1781)

NOTE l = £

Wednesbury Turnpike
@ @ @   1727 Wednesbury Turnpike (London-Holyhead Mail Road) - the modern Soho Road/ Holyhead Road. Disturnpiked 1870.

Largely a new road via existing villages. It left Birmingham via B4 Bull Street, Snow Hill, B19 Constitution Hill, Great Hampton Street, Hockley Hill, Soho Hill, B21 Soho Road, Holyhead Road.

Tollgate and keeper’s cottage at the bottom of B19 Constitution Hill removed c1870.

Tollgate and keeper’s cottage at B19 Soho Road/ Villa Road removed c1870.

B21 Handsworth Holyhead Road/ Milestone Lane - Milestone c1800 inscribed ‘111 miles from London. 3 miles from Birmingham. 10 miles from Wolverhampton’. This is now in the grounds of St James’s School nearby. Grade II Listed. BSMR

The road was further improved 1801 after the Act of Union to allow Irish MPs easier access to the port of Holyhead; Thomas Telford raised the road level across the valley of Hockley Brook at B18 Hockley Flyover and reduced the height of Soho Hill.

‘To Wolverhampton, thirteen miles, much improved since the coal-teams left it.’ (Hutton 1781)

Coventry Turnpike
@ @ @   1745 Coventry Turnpike (Stonebridge) - the modern Coventry Road. Disturnpiked 1872.

Left Birmingham via Digbeth, Deritend High Street, Bordesley High Street then following the present Coventry Road B10/ B26/ B92. Note a northward kink in the route after Bordesley High Street as it diverted round Bordesley Hall estate.

Tollgate at B5/ B12 City Centre Rea Bridge Deritend; 1788 a new bridge was built and the river deepened to prevent flooding, gate removed 1828. Tollgates at B9 Bordesley Watery Lane Middleway, B9/ B10 Small Heath Green Lane/ Little Green Lane, B10/ B25 Hay Mills Small Heath Highway toll bridge over the Cole, B25/ B26 Yardley Road The Swan Inn, B26/ B92 Lyndon Sheaf Lane, B92 before Stonebridge.

After 1745 there were milestones - opposite the Workhouse on the corner of Holder Road, and at Gilbertstone, 105 and 104 miles to London respectively.

B25/ B26 South Yardley  Dating from Stuart times The Swan Inn became a coaching inn and lasted until the 1890s; there have been three other Swans roughly on the same site since.

Hemill Bridge across the River Cole is shown in Ogilby's 'Britannia' 1675; this was probably a footbridge until the turnpike when a road bridge may have been built. The road was improved c1820, as was the Wednesbury Turnpike, by Thomas Telford as part of the London-Holyhead Mail Road after the 1801 Act of Union to allow Irish MPs easier access to the port of Holyhead. Telford built a new road bridge over the river; the tailrace from Hay Mill was crossed by a small humped bridge demolished after waterpower was abandoned 1914. Telford also abandoned the Red Hill holloway, impassable clay in winter, for a new route alongside.

‘To Coventry, about (twenty miles) can only be equalled by the Dudley Road. The genius of the age has forgot to accommodate the foot passenger with a causeway.’ (Hutton 1781)

Halesowen/ Stourbridge Turnpike
@ @ @   1753 Halesowen/ Stourbridge Turnpike - roughly the modern Hagley Road. Disturnpiked 1841.

It left B1 Broad Street via B17 Hagley Road and B62 Halesowen Road.

An earlier route followed the old Bromsgrove Turnpike to Edgbaston via Holloway Head, Wheeleys Lane and Wheeleys Road, Arthur Road, Ampton Road. At Edgbaston church the Old Bromsgrove Road turned south past the hall, while the Halesowen Road continued by way of Edgbaston Park Road and Somerset Roads, via Harborne High Street, War Lane, Tennal Road and Ridgacre Road to join the Hagley Road at The Quinton.

Tollgates and keeper’s cottages at B17 Edgbaston Five Ways, B16/ B17 Harborne/ Bearwood Sandon Road known as Two-Mile Stump. The octagonal Quinton tollhouse c1877 at B32/ B62 Quinton College Road survived until 1946 (Photographs in Maxam 1997 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY).

(The road) to Hales-Owen, eight miles, like the life of man, is chequered with good and evil; chiefly the latter.’ (Hutton 1781)
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Chester Road
@ @ @   1759 Chester Road - the modern Chester Road, the Broughton-Chester-Stonebridge Turnpike 1759 was an important route past Birmingham linking London via Coventry and Stonebridge to the port of Chester via the present A452, joining Watling Street (present A5) at Brownhills West.

The road is known as the Chester Road from Stonebridge to Watling Street: Chester Road from B92/ CV7 Stonebridge Island (A45 Coventry Road/ A452 Chester Road, via B46, B37 Chelmsley Wood, Bacons End, Kingshurst. At B36 Castle Bromwich the old road is now cut off after Castle Bromwich Hall Gardens and continues via B35 Castle Vale, B24 Tyburn, Pype Hayes, Yenton, B23/ B73 Sutton Coldfield Boldmere, New Oscott, B74 Streetly, WS9 Hardwick, Mill Green, Stonnall, WS8 Brownhills, Brownhills West, Watling Street. The turnpike road near Sutton Park was notorious for highway robberies.

Castle Bromwich (Coleshill) Turnpike
@ @ @   1760 Castle Bromwich (Coleshill) Turnpike. Disturnpiked 1877.

 Roughly modern Washwood Heath Road, Coleshill Road, Chester Road, left Birmingham via B4 Dale End, Coleshill Street and B7 Ashted Circus. It then went across Nechells Green along Ashted Row no longer there (it ran south of Nechells Parkway) to Bloomsbury Street junction with Saltley Road/ Nechells Parkway, then Saltley Road, Saltley Bridge (1738) now Saltley Viaduct (1895), B8 Saltley High Street, Washwood Heath Road, B36 Coleshill Road, Birmingham Road, to meet the (Broughton-) Chester-Stonebridge Turnpike (for Coventry and London) at B36 Chester Road (Old Chester Road). Then via Chester Road and Water Orton Road to Coleshill.

The old road to Coleshill had run from the Rea ford at Saltley Viaduct along Alum Rock Road to Stechford Road. The heathland across Washwood Heath must have made for better travel, especially when the route crossed the Wash Brook (alongside Ward End Park) via a paved ford, later a hump-backed bridge.

Tollgates at B7 Nechells Parkway/ Bloomsbury Street (then known as Hyde Park Corner) removed 1851; B8 Saltley Gate at Saltley High Street/ Washwood Heath Road, B36 Chester Road/ Castle Bromwich Green. The Castle Bromwich gate survived as fencing in Kyter Lane until 1956 (Photo in Green 1984). All had a keeper’s cottage alongside.

The first milestone was on Ashted Row at Willis Street (now gone - Duddeston Manor Road) and a second at Saltley Gate, 3 miles at Wash Brook ford (Ward End Park), and 4 miles near the Fox and Goose.

The Old Gate Inn was probably mid-17th-century and was replaced by the Gate Inn 1879; this stood on the site of the slip-road from Saltley High Street to Washwood Heath Road and was demolished c1980.

The Fox & Goose at B8 Washwood Heath Road/ Bromford Lane was a coaching inn known 1680-1780 as the Golden Cross; it was rebuilt in the early 20th century.

‘At Saltley, in the way to Coleshill, which is ten miles, for want of a causeway, with an arch or two, every flood annoys the passenger and the roads: at Coleshill-hall, ‘till the year 1779, he had to pass a dangerous river.’ (Hutton 1781)

A gibbet stood at a site (exact location unknown) on the turnpike at Washwood Heath, probably just off B8 Washwood Heath Road/ Aston Church Road that being the highest point. Here were hanged two army recruiting officers, Thomas Pitmore of Cheshire and an American John Hammond, come to Birmingham November 1780 to raise British troops for the American War of Independence. They laid in wait at night and attempted rob four Birmingham butchers returning from Rugby. One butcher was shot dead but the others caught Hammond and Pitmore and took them to Birmingham. They were tried and hanged in chains 2 April 1781. A public hanging of 8 men at these gallows attracted 100 000 people in 1802. The bodies were hung in irons but disappeared after a few days; they were found 1842 and buried in the garden of the Adderley Arms where the irons were put on display.
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Dudley Turnpike
@ @ @   1761 Dudley Turnpike. Disturnpiked 1876.

 Roughly the modern Dudley Road, left Birmingham via B2 New Street, then followed a circuitous route round Baskerville’s Easy Hill estate (Baskerville House area) via Paradise Street, Easy Hill now Paradise Circus (west side), roughly via Brindley Drive/ Brindley Walk to B1 Parade, Sandpits, B18 Spring Hill and B18/ B16 Dudley Road. In the early 1770s a new straighter route was made along Summer Row.

Tollgates at B18 Spring Hill/ Icknield Street junction on the site of the library and B16/ B18 Rotton Park Road. B66 Smethwick High Street/ Stoney Lane - surviving tollhouse 1818. Grade II Listed.

‘The road to Dudley, ten miles, is despicable beyond description. The unwilling traveller is obliged to go two miles about, through a bad road, to avoid a worse.’ (Hutton 1781)

Northfield to Wootton Wawen
@ @ @   1766 Northfield to Wootton Wawen. Disturnpiked after 1809.

  From the Bell Inn B31 Bristol Road South/ Bell Lane (Bromsgrove Turnpike) via Church Road, Bunbury Road, B30 Middleton Hall Road, B30 Cotteridge Pershore Road South, B38 Redditch Road, Masshouse Lane, Primrose Hill, Icknield Street, B48 Brookhill Road, via Weatheroak, Portway, Ullenhall Street to Wootton Wawen on the Stratford Turnpike.

Alcester Turnpike
@ @ @   1767 Alcester Turnpike (Spernal Ash) - roughly the modern Alcester Road. Disturnpiked 1872.

Left Birmingham at B5/ B12 Bradford Street bridge, Moseley Road, Alcester Road, B13 Kings Heath High Street, B14 Alcester Road South, via B47 Hollywood.

Before 1767 the road across the claylands of Balsall Heath over 200 metres wide and would double in width in winter as travellers walked across fields the avoid the impassable mud. The route across Kings Heath was via B14 Valentine Road, Springfield Road, B13 Barn Lane, Wheelers Lane; from 1801 the road was straightened to the present one.

There were tollgates at B5 City Centre Bradford Street/ Mill Lane, B5 Rea Bridge Bradford Street/ Rea Street with side-gates at Cheapside and Moseley Street. The first gate on the Alcester Road proper was at B11 Highgate Kyrwicks Lane known as Camp Hill Gate, then at B12 Balsall Heath Edgbaston Road (Photograph in Drake 1996 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY).

‘To Alcester, about twenty (miles), formed in 1767, upon a tolerable plan, but it is rather too narrow, through a desolate country, which scarcely defrays the expence; but that country seems to improve with the road.’ (Hutton 1781)

Sutton Coldfield to West Bromwich Turnpike
@ @ @   1803 Sutton Coldfield to West Bromwich Turnpike
From the Horse & Jockey Inn B73 Sutton Coldfield Maney Jockey Road/ Birmingham Road (Lichfield Turnpike) via B44 Old Oscott/ Kingstanding Kings Road, B43 Pheasey/ Queslett Queslett Road, B71 West Bromwich Newton Road, Vicarage Road, Church Lane, Swan Lane to the Swan Inn West Bromwich.
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Lichfield Turnpike
@ @ @   1807 Lichfield Turnpike - the modern Lichfield Road. Disturnpiked 1872. B6 Lichfield Road, B23 Gravelly Hill, Gravelly Hill North, Erdington High Street, Sutton Road, Birmingham Road, B72 Sutton Parade, Mill Street, Sutton High Street, B74 Lichfield Road.

Tollgates at B6 Aston Cross Park Lane/ Rocky Lane subsequently known as Catchems Corner and at B6/ B7 Aston Cuckoo Lane removed 1862.

‘One mile from Birmingham, upon the Lichfield Road, sixteen miles, to the disgrace of the community, is yet a river without a bridge.’ (Hutton 1781) (Aston Brook) In the event the county built a bridge here 1792.


Sutton Coldfield to Bassetts Pole
@ @ @   1807 Sutton Coldfield to Bassetts Pole (for Tamworth)

  B74 Sutton Coldfield from Lichfield Road via Tamworth Road to Bassetts Pole (for Tamworth). Disturnpiked 1872.

Tollgate at Tamworth Road/ Lichfield Road and Tamworth Road/ Fox Hill Road.

@ @ @   B75 Sutton Coldfield Tamworth Road/ Fox Hill Road - Colletts Brook Farm was originally a tollhouse. Grade II Listed. A gibbet stood nearby on Fox Hill.


Pershore Turnpike
@ @ @   1825 Pershore Turnpike - the modern Pershore Road. Disturnpiked 1879.

A new route leaving Birmingham via Jamaica Row (now gone under Wholesale Markets and Row Market, it ran down from St Martin’s Church) via B5 Sherlock Street, Pershore Road, joining the earlier route at Dogpool Lane ) The old road followed Moseley Road/ Alcester Road, via B13 Moor Green Lane where it forded the river, B30 Dogpool Lane). The turnpike continued along the present B30 Pershore Road, Pershore Road South (The old route had crossed the River Rea by a ford west of the present Pershore Road bridge and headed directly up towards the church where it made a dog’s-leg along the present Rectors Drive past the Old Grammar School and into Back Road onto the Green). The new route followed the old via B38 Redditch Road. Tollgates at B5 Edgbaston Pebble Mill, B30 Stirchley Fordhouse Lane, B31/ B38 West Heath Redhill Road.

The toll house near Pebble Mill survived until 1930 - photograph in Hampson 1999 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY.

BACK to Chronological List of Turnpikes

Kingsbury Turnpike
@ @ @   1826 Kingsbury Turnpike - the modern Kingsbury Road. Disturnpiked 1872.

 Left the Lichfield Road at B24 Gravelly Hill then via Kingsbury Road B23/ B24/ B35/ B76.

Tollgate at B24 Wheelwright Road.


New Walsall Road
@ @ @   1831 New Walsall Road - the modern Walsall Road.

More direct than the Old Walsall Road, leaving Birmingham via B4 Dale End, James Watt Queensway (Lancaster Street), B6 Newtown Row, B19/ B20 Birchfield Road, B42 Walsall Road.

By 1841 there were 28 coaches to Birmingham daily, but that was the peak; the opening of the Grand Junction 1837, Birmingham’s first railway, and Perry Barr station 1838 marked the end for the stage coach.

Tollgates at B20 Birchfield Road/ Heathfield Road, Perry Barr Gate, and at the Scott Arms, B42 Walsall Road/ Newton Road/ Queslett Road.

@ @ @   B42 Perry Aldridge Road - Perry Bridge/ Perry Barr Bridge/ Perry Zig-Zag Bridge is a packhorse bridge in red sandstone with 4 semi-circular arches which has been considerably repaired over the years. It crosses the River Tame with a span of 15m and a 50m long embankment to raise the roadway above the flood meadow. The first bridge here was built 1612 by the Bridge Trust and replaced the Icknield Street ford, Oldford/ Holford/ Holdford which was some 200m east of Aldridge Road and had been used since Roman times. The present bridge was built 1709 by order of Staffordshire Quarter Sessions probably by Sir Henry Gough of Perry Hall to replace the old wooden one. The trust subsequently took on the building and maintenance of six bridges including one at Hamstead 1688 c500m north of the present one. Profit from tolls was sufficient for the Handsworth Bridge Trust to found a new school 1862 which became Handsworth Grammar School c1890. A new road bridge to take the A453 was built 1931 and Perry Bridge is now open only to pedestrians. Grade II Listed and a Scheduled Ancient Monument. BSMR.
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(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Perrott 1987.

See also the Birmingham Assist website.)

(Contemporary maps and plans of some canals are available in Birmingham Central Library Archives: eg. Birmingham-Aldersley proposed canal 1767, Wright’s map of the Birmingham Canal 1775, etc etc.)

Deliberate widening and deepening of rivers had been carried out in Britain from Roman times but on a small scale. The problem during the Industrial Revolution was that the rivers did not necessarily link the locations of raw materials, industrial centres or markets. Birmingham’s nearest navigable rivers were the Trent and Severn 30 miles away. During the first half of the 18th century there was a great increase in domestic trade and the badly maintained roads did not cope well, hence the turnpikes.
In 1761 the Duke of Bridgewater hired James Brindley to design and build a canal from his coal mines at Worsley to Manchester. His financial success encouraged great interest in canal building: bills were passed in Parliament 1766 to authorise the Trent & Mersey Canal and the Staffordshire & Worcestershire Canal (from Stourport to the Trent & Mersey near Wolverhampton) completed 1766 and 1777 respectively both by Brindley.

Initially there was no interest in canals in Birmingham. However, when it was realised that the town’s increasing volume of manufactured products could be transported for sale by canal and that the coal needed to keep the machinery turning could be brought by canal, a public meeting was held early in 1767. Brindley drew up plans to connect Birmingham to the Staffordshire & Worcestershire Canal near Wolverhampton with a branch to the coalfields near Wednesbury. £50 000 was raised through a share issue and Parliament passed the necessary legislation early in 1768 and work started almost immediately.

The Birmingham Canal to Wednesbury opened 1769 and the cost of transporting coal from

Birmingham to Liverpool fell from £5 a ton to £1- 5 shillings a ton: one narrowboat could carry the same load as 200 packhorses. This canal was soon the busiest in England carrying 300 tons of goods a day en route to London. By 1798 100 boats a day went over Merry Hill, Smethwick summit, most carrying 20 tons of coal. There was a rash of canal building across the country especially during the last quarter of the eighteenth century, though canals were still being built up to 1835. By 1840 there were 6500 km in a figure-of-8 linking Liverpool, Hull, Bristol and London with Birmingham at the centre.

(For an eye-witness account see Arthur Young’s Visits to Birmingham.)

The impact on trade was tremendous for the landlocked manufacturing town of Birmingham: industry and commerce flocked to use the canals and to build wharves, branches, warehouses and factories close to them. By 1838 the Birmingham Canal carried 3 million tons gross per year, mostly coal. By 1900 the Birmingham Canal Navigations carried 8.5 million tons of goods per year, 20% of the national total. There were over 550 private canal basins in the Birmingham area. Over 31 million gallons of water were recycled from the bottom to the top of the system.

Across the country canal mania really took hold during the 1790s seeing locally the construction of the Birmingham & Fazeley, Worcester & Birmingham, Dudley No.2, Stratford, Warwick & Birmingham and the Wyreley & Essington canals.

With the advent of the railways from 1837, however, canal use began to decline nationally, though in the west Midlands agreements with the Birmingham Canal Navigations and the London & North Western Railway from 1840 resulted in the construction of canal-rail interchanges. Goods were frequently carried locally by canal to be carried further afield by rail. Tonnage carried actually increased to the end of the 19th century going against the national trend where canal use declined generally.

As the supply of raw materials in the Black Country declined at the end of the 19th century the canal trade declined. World War 1 saw the first canal closures and these continued until the 1930s. Nationalisation 1948 failed to halt the trend. By the 1960s commercial carrying ceased as the interest in canals for leisure activities was beginning to take hold.

Almost all the factory branches and wharves have disappeared but most of the main canal system remains intact and in use for leisure purposes. Only Dudley No.2 Canal has been filled in and that only at the Birmingham end. Although repaired and renewed especially since 1980s, the fabric of the canals has survived with little alteration; cuttings and embankments, bridges, tunnels and locks. Red doors or gates commonly seen from the road in canal (and river) bridges date from World War 2 and were provided for fire brigade access in the event of water mains being damaged by bombs.
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Chronological List of Canals

1769  Birmingham Canal
1789  Birmingham & Fazeley Canal
1798  Dudley No.2 Canal
1799  Digbeth Branch of the Birmingham & Fazeley Canal
1799  Warwick & Birmingham Canal
1815  Worcester & Birmingham Canal
1816  Stratford Canal
1837  BCN New Main Line
1844  Birmingham & Warwick Junction Canal
1844  Tame Valley Canal
1929  Grand Union Canal
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Birmingham Canal

later Birmingham Canal Navigations BCN (later Old Main Line, Old Line, sometimes Wolverhampton Canal, Brindley Cut, Birmingham Old Canal)

1769

Following the success of James Brindley’s canal 1761 to transport the Duke of Bridgewater’s coal from Worsley to Manchester, and the subsequent success of the Trent & Mersey Canal 1766 and the Staffordshire & Worcestershire Canal 1777 which joined it, Birmingham businessmen realised that the town’s raw materials and manufactured products could be transported by canal. After a public meeting 1767, Brindley was asked to draw up plans to connect Birmingham to the Staffordshire & Worcestershire Canal near Wolverhampton with a branch to the Wednesbury coalfields. The company committee consisted of many Birmingham notables including Dr John Ash, Matthew Boulton, the Earl of Dartmouth, Samuel Galton, John Kettle, Sampson Lloyd, James Taylor, James Watt. £50 000 was raised through a share issue and Parliament passed an enabling bill in February 1768; building work started in March. It was designed and built by James Brindley helped in declining health by John Smeaton.

The Birmingham Canal followed the 450 foot contour of the land, circuitous though that was, to avoid the expense of building locks. Brindley built using the narrow gauge he had used for the Staffordshire & Worcestershire Canal; this subsequently became the standard for later engineers. Locks were a narrow 7 feet 6 inches (c2.25m) by 72 feet 7 inches (c22m) long to conserve water (A Grand Union wide lock uses 400 000 litres of water with every use).

The canal was an immediate success when it opened to Wednesbury 1769: when the first boat-load of coal from Spon Lane Oldbury arrived in Birmingham at Friday Street (now B3 Summer Row) in November 1769 the cost of coal in Birmingham fell from 13 shillings a ton to 7s. The value of shares increased dramatically. The branch from Spon Lane locks reached Wolverhampton 1772 and soon afterwards joined the Staffordshire & Worcestershire Canal at Aldersley Junction west of Wolverhampton which gave Birmingham access via the River Severn to the port of Bristol and via the Staffordshire & Worcestershire Canal to the port of Liverpool. In 1777 BCN was joined to the Grand Trunk Canal giving access to the Mersey and Liverpool, and to the Trent and Humber and the port of Hull.

The Birmingham Canal is completely navigable although towpaths do not exist along some of the original loops off the Old Main Line.

@ @ @   B1 rear of Cambridge Street
 Cambrian Wharf is all that remains of the original terminal from Wednesbury (later from Wolverhampton) to Friday St which later terminated at Newhall Street at Newhall Basin. The canal’s next terminus along the Paradise Branch was at Easy Row Wharf (later The Old Wharves/ Old Wharf) which stood on the site of the Holiday Inn. The canal now terminates at Gas Street Basin (Worcester Bar Basin) near where the Canal Offices used to stand opposite Paradise Row at B1 Paradise Circus/ Suffolk Queensway.

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Paradise Street - Canal Offices 1771, demolished 1912 were at Paradise Street on site of Alpha Tower. The canal originally terminated at a tuning-fork shaped basin here which became known as the Old Wharf/ Old Wharves. These wharves became chiefly a coal depot with over 60 coal merchants working from here until the railways took the trade away. The basin was filled in after 1926 when the city council bought the land to begin work on the proposed civic centre; the canal from Gas Street Basin now reaches only as far as Bridge Street.

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Gas Street Basin - the BCN toll office is a small 2-storey building facing Worcester Bar with adjoining yard and steps leading up to Gas Street. Grade II Listed. BSMR The site was originally a boat-builders yard. Next to it on the Worcester side the 3-storey building was the Birmingham & Worcester toll office. Grade II Listed. BSMR
A canal arm 1795 which ran under Gas Street to a timber wharf was known as Islington Basin (Islington was the former name for Broad Street); the cobbled roving bridge over the arm survives. On the opposite side of Gas Street Basin near the Glassworks is another surviving roving bridge which went over another canal basin in the direction of Broad Street.
Other Grade II Listed buildings in Gas Street include Nos.2-6, 8-12, 14&16, 35, 39 Gas Retort House, 42-48 evens, mostly from the first half of the 19th century.

@ @ @   B1 City Centre - between Cambridge Street and Broad Street on the sites of the Hall of Memory and Baskerville House were a number of branches and wharves known as the New Wharves; these basins in the shape of a letter F had been developed by Thomas Gibson after 1812 to provide access to his mill in Cambridge Street. The basins were higher than the canal and boats gained access via a deep lock into which water was pumped by steam engine; the New Wharves were almost totally covered over and enclosed with industrial buildings; they were infilled 1925 to make way for the Hall of Memory and gardens. During the 19th and early 20th centuries the whole area around the canal here was heavily industrialised.

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Broad Street Bridge/ Broad Street Tunnel

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Brindleyplace - 2 new pedestrian bridges link the International Convention Centre and Brindleyplace.

A roving bridge in brick built c1815 to serve the Birmingham Brewery wharf most of which has been filled in, though a feature has been made of a short length of the branch underneath the roving bridge. The Brewmasters House formerly in St Peters Place now stands within the ICC complex of buildings and has been restored.

@ @ @   B1 City Centre King Edwards Street - Old Turn Junction/ Deep Cutting Junction marks the crossroads of the whole English canal system.
The railway from New Street Station to Wolverhampton runs directly underneath the canal here. The unusual roundabout was installed during World War 2 so that the canals could be blocked off separately in case of bombing. Note roving bridges giving access from all canal arms to all others.

Birmingham Canal Newhall Branch:

@ @ @   B3 City Centre Kingston Row used to cross the canal via Farmers Bridge the buttress of which can seen be seen though the bridge is long demolished; the bridge was built to give access to James Farmer whose land was cut in two by the canal (Farmer was a quaker gun-maker and father-in-law of Samuel Galton). Canal houses c1730 and c1780 along Kingston Row bear the company’s plate. Grade II Listed. BSMR

@ @ @   B3 City Centre James Brindley Walk opened 1969 was the first step in converting the city centre canals to become the attractive urban feature they now are.

Farmers Bridge Junction - Cambrian Basin by the Flapper & Firkin (formerly the Long Boat) pub used to extend as Newhall Branch to Newhall Street. The remainder of the branch was filled in 1926. Two early 19th-century canal wharf cranes brought here are Grade II Listed.

@ @ @   Lock Keeper’s Toll Office at the head of Farmers Bridge locks c1789 was accidentally demolished and had to be rebuilt c1970. Grade II Listed. BSMR

@ @ @   Roving bridge built c1828 by Horsley Ironworks. Grade II Listed. BSMR

@ @ @   B3 City Centre Summer Row, formerly Friday Street, later Congreve Street - The bridge is still known as Friday Bridge; canal workers paid on a Friday were paid here. Friday wharf (James Brindley Walk) near the Long Boat pub was the site where the first boat load of coal to reach Birmingham was unloaded. A plaque on a brick plinth marks the site.

Birmingham Canal Old Main Line:

@ @ @   B1 City Centre/ Ladywood King Edwards Road - Tindal Bridge was a new bridge built to replace Farmers Bridge which was demolished in the 1820s when the canal was widened.

@ @ @   B16 Ladywood Sheepcote Street - roving bridge Grade II Listed

@ @ @   under B16 Ladywood Sheepcote Street

@ @ @   B16/ B18 Ladywood Street Vincent Street/ Browning Street - The sharp Sandy Turn before Ladywood Bridge (B16/ B18 Ladywood Middleway/ Icknield Square) had long caused problems for boats hitting the sides and grounding and was straightened 1806. It had previously looped north-eastwards (Kilby Avenue area). Sandy Lane Turn became Ladywood Junction with the construction of the New Main Line.

Oozells Street Loop is navigable but has no towpath.

@ @ @   under B16/ B18 Ladywood Ladywood Middleway - Oozells Street Loop of the Old Line joins the New Main Line.

@ @ @   B16 Rotton Park Icknield Square - roving bridge at the east entrance to Icknield Port Loop (Rotton Park Loop) Grade II Listed. Icknield Port Loop is navigable but has no towpath. It is used as a feeder from Edgbaston Reservoir.

@ @ @   under B16 Ladywood/ Rotton Park Icknield Port Road

@ @ @   B16 Rotton Park Icknield Port Road - Stables, covered dock, superintendent’s office, workshop, stores and crane at British Waterways Maintenance Depot are all Grade II Listed.

@ @ @   B16 Rotton Park - Edgbaston Reservoir/ Rotton Park Reservoir - see New Main Line below.

@ @ @   under B16 Ladywood/ Rotton Park Icknield Port Road

@ @ @   B16 Rotton Park/ Summerfield/ Winson Green Wiggin St - Rotton Park Junction: two roving bridges by the west entrance to Icknield Port Loop are Grade II Listed. The Old Line crosses the New Main Line into Winson Green Loop or Soho Loop.

@ @ @   under B18 Winson Green Spring Hill/ Dudley Road

@ @ @   under B18 Winson Green Western Road

@ @ @   B18 Winson Green Brookfield Road/ Western Road - Matthew Boulton paid for a branch to his Soho Manufactory which terminated at Park Road/ Wharf Lane. Hockley Port/ Hockley Basin was a canal-rail interchange. A variety of buildings survive including a dry dock, an unusual guillotine gate, wharves and moorings for houseboats. The site is now a young people’s adventure centre.

@ @ @   B18/ B66 Winson Green Heath Street - 2 roving bridges at the north entrance to Soho Loop are Grade II Listed.

@ @ @   under B18 Winson Green Winson Green Road

@ @ @   under B18 Winson Green Birmingham-Wolverhampton Railway

@ @ @   B18/ B66 Winson Green/ Smethwick/ Soho Heath Street opposite Winson Street - Winson Green Junction. The Old Line rejoins the New Main Line as far as Smethwick Junction. Formerly the Old Line crossed the New Line into the Cape Arm passing under Heath Street, a branch ran parallel to Grove Road, the line passed under Cranford Street before rejoining the New Main Line. This arm remains but was closed when the New Main Line was built so that all traffic had to pass the tollhouse opposite the junction of Heath Street and Cranford Street. The toll island remains.

@ @ @   B46 Soho Foundry Road - a loop formerly ran to Soho Foundry but is now infilled.

@ @ @   under B46 Smethwick Rabone Lane

@ @ @   under B46 Smethwick Bridge Street

At Smethwick Junction the Old Main Line runs to the north, the New Main Line on a parallel course to the south. The Old line climbs 3 Smethwick Locks rebuilt from James Brindley’s 6 by John Smeaton when he lowered the height of the canal at Smethwick summit. There is no visible trace of the old canal route or the original locks which were adjacent to the present locks and which were filled in.

@ @ @   B46 Smethwick Rolfe Street opposite Hill Street - Engine Arm Aqueduct carries a feeder from Edgbaston Reservoir over the Old Main Line.

@ @ @   under B46 Smethwick south of Bridge Street/ west of the canal - the site of the Boulton & Watt pumping engine 1799 used to keep up the water supply to Smethwick summit. It operated here until 1892 when it was transferred for use at Ocker Hill where it remained until the 1950s when it was installed at Birmingham Science Museum, Newhall Street, the oldest working steam engine in the world.

@ @ @   B46 Smethwick Brasshouse Lane Bridge 1826

@ @ @   Galton Tunnel - B66 Smethwick Telford Way 1974 runs over the short tunnel.

@ @ @   B66 Smethwick Roebuck Lane - Summit Bridge by John Smeaton 1791 is Grade I Listed and a Scheduled Ancient Monument.

@ @ @   B66 Smethwick - railway bridge of the Stourbridge Extension Railway 1867. Listed.

@ @ @   under B66 Smethwick M5 motorway

@ @ @   under B66 Smethwick Spon Lane South

Spon Lane Junction underneath M5 motorway: the canal to the south is the Old Main Line via Wolverhampton to Aldersley Junction at WV8 Tettenhall/ Oxley south of Oxley Road Bridge. See also BCN New Main Line below.

@ @ @   B70 Smethwick/ West Bromwich Oldbury Road/ Albion Road - Spon Lane Locks - The canal to the north goes down the 3 remaining locks of Brindley’s original 6. These are believed to be the oldest working locks in Britain and are statutorily Listed. Archaeological evidence of the other 3 infilled locks was discovered when the M6 was being built.

The canal then runs via Bromford Junction to the original Wednesbury terminus at Hateley Heath.

@ @ @   B71 Wednesbury Swan Village/ Blacklake (north of) Chapel Lane Hall End - This was the original Birmingham Canal terminus.
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The Birmingham & Fazeley Canal

1789

was opened from Farmers Bridge Junction where it joined BCN Newhall Branch (now Cambrian Wharf) to Fazeley Junction near Tamworth on the Coventry Canal with access to London via the Coventry then the Oxford Canal. Originally known as the Birmingham and Birmingham & Fazeley Canal it is 25 km in length and was engineered by John Smeaton via 38 locks, 13 of them in the Farmers Bridge flight, the Old Thirteen (rear of Lionel Street) and 11 Aston Locks to Salford Junction. The town centre flight was very soon in 7-day 24-hour use; by 1841 157 boats a day were using the flight with queues of up to 20 boats. The flight was partially lit 1802 and fully lit by gaslamps 1819. Over a hundred wharves had access to the canal at this point and many branches were made up to Salford Junction evidenced now by the many bridges along the towpath. The canal was nicknamed ‘The Bottom Road’, presumably because of the descent down Farmer’s Bridge locks from Birmingham. 

@ @ @   B1 City Centre/ Ladywood King Edwards Road - the roving bridge at the entrance to the Fazeley Canal is Grade II Listed.

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Kingston Row - Canal Toll Office at Farmers Bridge Locks and the nearby roving bridge Grade II Listed. Each of the Old Thirteen single-gated locks has a sidepound to allow boats to pass going up and down, and excess water falls over semi-circular weirs to the pound below.

@ @ @   Bridge at B3 City Centre Summer Row - Saturday Bridge believed to be so-called because this is where some canal workers’ wages were paid on a Saturday.

@ @ @   under B3 City Centre Newhall Street

@ @ @   under B3 City Centre Ludgate Hill

@ @ @   under B3 City Centre Livery Street

@ @ @   under B3 City Centre Great Western Railway viaduct into Snow Hill Station

@ @ @   under B4 City Centre Old Snow Hill

@ @ @   B4 City Centre Old Snow Hill - Lengthmen’s Hovel Grade B Local List

@ @ @   B4/ B19 City Centre Lower Loveday Street - Barker Bridge 1842, cast-iron road bridge by Horsley ironworks. Grade II Listed. BSMR

@ @ @   under B6 Aston Newtown Row

@ @ @   under B6 Aston Aston Expressway A38(M)

@ @ @   B6/ B7 Aston Mill Street/ Aston Road - roving bridge at Aston Junction with Digbeth Branch Canal and roving bridge at Aston No.1 Lock are cast-iron by Horsley Iron Works 1828 and Grade II Listed. On the north-west corner of Aston Junction open grassland marks the site of the toll office.

North of Aston Junction four Gas Wharves were built after 1844 to bring coal to Windsor Street gas works via the Tame Valley Canal opened that year.

@ @ @   B6/ B7 Aston/ Nechells Chester Street/ Dartmouth Middleway - Waterlinks Bridge
11 Aston Locks coming up to the City Centre, built as are the Old Thirteen with single gates and sidepounds allowing boats going up and down to pass, with semi-circular weirs allowing excess water to fall to the pound below.- No.7 lock and footbridge are Grade II Listed.

@ @ @   B6 Aston Cheston Road - the workshop adjacent to Lock 9 is Locally Listed Grade B.

> > > B6/ B7 Aston/ Nechells Windsor Street - a large number of other arms and wharves were built including Bloomsbury Wharf east of Plume Street. all are now disused and most are infilled but some bridges along the towpath still indicate their sites.
@ @ @   under B6/ B7 Aston/ Nechells Avenue Road

@ @ @   under B6/ B7 Aston/ Nechells Rocky Lane

@ @ @   under B6/ B7 Aston/ Nechells Thimble Mill Lane - No.10 lock and lock cottage no.70 are Locally Listed Grade B.

@ @ @   under B6/ B7 Aston/ Nechells Holborn Hill

@ @ @   under B6/ B7 Aston/ Nechells Cuckoo Road - Cuckoo Bridge 1996

@ @ @   B6/ B23 Aston/ Erdington Lichfield Road/ Salford Circus - stone and brick-built aqueduct with 7 arches carrying the canal over the River Tame c1785. Grade II Listed. BSMR

@ @ @   B7/ B23 Aston/ Gravelly Hill under M6 Spaghetti Junction viaduct

@ @ @   B7/ B23 Gravelly Hill/ Erdington Tyburn Road - roving bridge 110 over the entrance to the Grand Union at Salford Junction is Grade II Listed.

@ @ @   B7/ B23 Gravelly Hill/ Erdington off Tyburn Road - New Troutpool Bridge 1969

@ @ @   B7/ B23 Gravelly Hill/ Erdington Jarvis Way/ Tyburn Road - Troutpool Bridge
@ @ @   B7/ B23 Gravelly Hill/ Erdington Standard Way/ Tyburn Road - Erdington Hall Bridge
@ @ @   B24/ B36 Bromford Wheelwright Road - Bromford Bridge No.1
@ @ @   B24/ B36 Bromford Bromford Lane - Bromford Bridge No.2
@ @ @   B24 Birches Green/ Erdington Wood Lane Bridge
@ @ @   B24 Birches Green/ Erdington Holly Lane - Brace Factory Bridge
@ @ @   B24 Erdington/ Tyburn - Holdens Bridge
@ @ @   B24 Erdington/ Tyburn Kingsbury Road - Butlers Bridge
@ @ @   B24 Erdington/ Tyburn Berwood Lane/ Egerton Road - Berwood Common Bridge c1810-20 in brick with high parapets and a semi-circular arch is Grade II Listed. BSMR

@ @ @   B24/ B35 Erdington/ Tyburn Chester Road - Tyburn Bridge. A canal toll house survived here until at least 1955.

@ @ @   3 Minworth Locks
@ @ @   B24/ B35 Tyburn/ Castle Vale - Cincinnatti Bridge
@ @ @   B24/ B35 Tyburn/ Castle Vale Hansons Bridge Road - Hansons Bridge
@ @ @   under B35/ B76 Castle Vale/ Walmley Ash Forge Lane

@ @ @   under B35/ B76 Castle Vale/ Walmley Ash Walsall-Water Orton Railway

@ @ @   under B35/ B76 Castle Vale/ Walmley Ash Kingsbury Road

@ @ @   B76 Minworth off Old Kingsbury Road - Caters Bridge
@ @ @   B76 Minworth Kingsbury Road - Dickens Bridge
@ @ @   B76 Minworth Cottage Lane Bridge
@ @ @   under B76 Minworth Greaves Wiggins Hill Road

@ @ @   B76 Minworth Greaves - Broad Balk Bridge
The canal continues via Curdworth Tunnel to join the Coventry Canal at Fazeley Junction with access to London via the Oxford Canal.
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Dudley No.2 Canal

 1798

from Park Head Junction at Dudley Tunnel, Windmill End Junction at Netherton Tunnel, via Halesowen through Lapal Tunnel to Selly Oak Junction with the Birmingham & Worcester Canal.

Dudley No.2 Canal opened 1798, a lock-free route linking Dudley No.1 Canal and the Worcester & Birmingham Canal at Selly Oak which was not to connect to Worcester until 1815. It provided a bypass round the congested canals of central Birmingham. It became an important long-haul route between the Black Country and the South; there was a major rail-canal interchange at Hawne Basin Halesowen. This is now the limit of navigation from Dudley No.1 at Parkhead. The section between Hawne Basin and the Worcester & Birmingham Canal, via Lapal Tunnel, closed due to a roof fall 1917 and was officially abandoned 1953. The Lapal Canal Trust formed 1990 with the intention of restoring the whole of Dudley No.2 Canal.

The canal was initially surveyed by Josiah Clowes, a prolific engineer who also built the Stratford Canal’s Brandwood Tunnel. On his death 1794 the tunnels were completed by William Underhill. At 3470m (over 2 miles) Lapal tunnel is the fourth longest canal tunnel in Britain. Construction was difficult, because of mistakes with levels and because of soft sand; 30 shafts had to be bored, some of which later served as air shafts. Spoil mounds can be seen in Woodgate Valley Country Park. Lapal was designed as a small bore legging tunnel only 3m wide and 3m above water line. In places subsidence reduced this to 2.50m wide and to only 2m high. Only three years after opening the tunnel closed for 2 months of repairs in 1801, for 4 months in 1805 and a number of times until final closure 1917. The tunnel’s cross-section was an inverted horse-shoe shape with a flat bottom resulting in uneven pressures at the base and sides. The walls bowed inwards in places giving a figure-of-8 profile. Ceiling bricks often fell allowing sand in from above to block the waterway. A roof collapse in 1917 in Lapal Tunnel was thought be uneconomical to repair; it was abandoned and the portals sealed for safety. Inevitably the two approaches to the tunnel fell into disuse and parts were infilled; the rest of the canal ran dry c1985.

@ @ @   B29 Selly Oak Bristol Road - Just before the Bristol Road the former junction with Dudley No 2 Canal was on the west side of the canal alongside Battery Park. No visible trace remains. This eastern end of the canal was first known as the Selly Oak Extension Canal.

@ @ @   B29 Selly Oak west of Harborne Lane/ Water Mill Close - Harborne Reservoir was a mill compensation pool on Bourne Brook; the dam was breached in the 1950s and the bed is partially built on.

The canal went under Harborne Lane A4040 B29 Selly Oak at Harborne Bridge; passed under a small bridge, Park Lodge Bridge, in Selly Oak Park, believed to be the oldest surviving bridge on the BCN. Near here was the site of Harborne Wharf. The line of the canal may be discerned here despite partial infill. Some unfilled cuts may be seen on the northern side of the park. It then ran south of B29 Selly Oak Reservoir Road and B29 Weoley Castle/ Lodge Hill Burnel Road passing north of the Weoley Castle site; the meandering cut here was infilled although as a linear green space, the Castle walkway, archaeological evidence presumably remains below ground.

@ @ @   B32 Weoley Castle Barnes Hill north of Stonebrook Way - the east portal of Lapal Tunnel was filled in 1971 with household refuse and is now a grassed area off Barnes Hill. Lapal Tunnel was less than 2m high and 2.5m wide, barely wider than the boats that used it. There was no towpath, legging through took 3-4 hours and there were frequent roof falls.

Brewin’s Pump: Legging a boat through took 4 hours; in 1841 Thomas Brewin set up an innovative system to speed things up. A pump engine was installed near to the western portal together with a narrows and stop lock some 200m before the tunnel mouth. Boats heading east queued at the tunnel mouth, the gate was then closed and pumping began creating a current which pushed the boats through the tunnel. The stop lock at Selly Oak alongside the Birmingham Battery was closed so that the pumped water accumulated in the pound sometimes rising by 15cm above normal level. When the eastbound boats had cleared the tunnel, the Halesowen stop gate would reopened and boats from westbound boats waiting at the eastern portal would be pushed through the tunnel by the reversed flow. Boats were probably still legged through, but this device halved the passage time to two hours.

The tunnel ran under -

@ @ @   B32 Woodgate Valley Stonehouse Lane, The Hill, Middlehill Rise, Warston Avenue, Nonesuch School, Ox Leasow, Back Piece, Sommerfield Road, the south-west of Woodgate Valley Country Park,

B32 Moor Street/ Kitwell Watery Lane,

B62 Halesowen Carters Lane, M5 south of Junction 3, Lapal Farm. The west portal was south of the junction of Lapal Lane and Manor Way (Halesowen By-Pass). This section of canal was infilled and the portal buried with spoil from the construction of Manor Way in the early 1960s. No visible trace. Pumphouse foundations can be seen near Lapal Lane South.

The canal is water-filled north of Manor Way/ Hamilton Avenue but not navigable. It is navigable to Dudley from Hawne Basin, a canal-rail interchange until 1967 at B62 Halesowen north of Mucklow Hill at Heywood Bridge. The cut between Hawne Basin and the western portal was never filled-in after it was drained and has been restored and refilled with water. The eastern limit of this restoration is a narrows, the site of one of the stop-locks to the Leasowes embankment to prevent water loss in the event of a breach. The Leasowes section on the southern flank of Mucklow Hill passes through the famous 18th-century Grade 1 Listed landscaped gardens created by poet William Shenstone. The embankment, one of the tallest in the country, stands 18m above Breaches Pool in the Leasowes Park.
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The Digbeth Branch of the Birmingham & Fazeley Canal

1799

leaves the Birmingham & Fazeley Canal at Aston Junction (Mill Street) to Warwick Bar where it joins the Warwick & Birmingham Canal (now the Grand Union Canal). Along this section were a number of wharves and arms, perhaps the largest being Cast Iron Basin and Park Arm before Ashted tunnel.

@ @ @   under B7 Aston Love Lane

@ @ @   under B7 Aston Lister Street

@ @ @   under B7 Aston Heneage Street West

@ @ @   B7 Ashted Jennens Row - Ashted Tunnel 94m runs under Jennens Row. It has a narrow railed towpath. Ashted Tunnel and the 6 Ashted Locks are Locally Listed Grade B.

@ @ @   B7 Ashted Ashted Row/ Lawley Street Middleway - Ashted Engine, a Boulton & Watt steam engine stood south of Ashted Tunnel on the east side of the canal to pump water back up to Hospital Pound (named after the old General Hospital on Summer Lane opposite) at Aston Junction (B6/ B19 Newton Row/ Cliveland Street). The engine drained 44 local wells which all had to be deepened at the company’s expense. The engine was bought by Henry Ford to display in an American museum. The site is Locally Listed Grade C.

@ @ @   under B7 Bordesley Belmont Row

@ @ @   B4 Bordesley Belmont Row - canal company house
The canal runs in a tall brick tunnel under the Grand Junction Railway Viaduct to Liverpool 1838 and immediately under the London line Viaduct 1854.

@ @ @   B9 Bordesley rear of Fazeley Street - junction with the Birmingham & Warwick Canal at Warwick Bar.

@ @ @   under B9 Bordesley Fazeley Street

Beyond Fazeley Street are remains of the branch to Digbeth Basin and Bordesley Street Wharves.
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The Warwick & Birmingham Canal
(now the Grand Union Canal)
 1799

is 36 km long from Warwick Bar at the junction with the Digbeth Branch of the Birmingham & Fazeley Canal to Warwick via 43 locks. It provided a route 60 miles shorter to London than that via Fazeley, Coventry and Oxford and was later widened to a 14 feet wide broad-gauge canal, but only as far as Camp Hill Locks.

@ @ @   B9 Bordesley rear of Fazeley Street - Warwick Bar is now an open stop lock but was originally designed to control the payment of tolls as boats passed from the canal of one company to that of another and also to conserve the water of each canal company; the stop lock is Grade II listed. The foundations of the toll house can still be seen.
On the west side of the bar warehouses belonging to well-known canal carriers, Fellows, Morton & Clayton still stand; the date 1935 can be seen but Joshua Fellows had established an office here from 1879 and the 19th-century warehouses are Grade II Listed. The covered loading bay was built particularly to protect foodstuffs during unloading: sugar, flour, tea, etc. Pickford’s began business here in the late 18th century. This is now within Warwick Bar Conservation Area which includes all or part of Banbury Street, Belmont Row, Curzon Street, Fazeley Street, Great Barr Street, Montague Street.
@ @ @   B9 Bordesley rear of Fazeley Street - stone and brick aqueduct over River Rea - Locally Listed Grade C.

@ @ @   B9 Bordesley Nos.100-182 Fazeley Street - The 5-storey Bond warehouse, now a multimedia centre fronts the canal. Part of the premises were Tansley’s ice manufactory 1896; canal offices front Fazeley Street. A number of these buildings are Grade II Listed. BSMR

@ @ @   B9 Bordesley Bowyer Street - Pumping Station 1796. Locally Listed Grade B

@ @ @   Bridge 95 - B9 Bordesley Great Barr Street - a cast-iron road bridge c1840 by Horsley of Tipton. Few such road bridges survive. Grade II Listed.

@ @ @   B9 Bordesley rear of Glover Street - roving bridge. Grade II Listed.

@ @ @   B9 Bordesley Glover Street/ Adderley Street - from Bordesley Junction (with the Birmingham & Warwick Junction Canal) 6 Camp Hill Locks stretch up to Sampson Road. Opposite Bordesley Junction (note roving bridge) can be seen a culvert taking water from this lower level to be pumped via Bowyer Street culvert up to Sampson Road Basin; the pumping station is capable of pumping up to 45 000 000 gallons a day.

@ @ @   Bridge 94 - B9 Bordesley Adderley Street

@ @ @   Bridge 93 - B10 Bordesley Coventry Road Bridge Locally Listed Grade B

@ @ @   Bridge 92A - B10 Bordesley Bordesley Middleway (Sandy Lane/ Watery Lane)

@ @ @   Bridge 92 - B10 Bordesley Lawden Street

@ @ @   Bridge 91A - Birmingham-Oxford Railway

@ @ @   B11 Sparkhill Sampson Road Wharf - British Waterways Depot
@ @ @   Bridge 91 - B10/ B11 Small Heath/ Sparkhill Small Heath Bridge 1904

@ @ @   Bridge 90 - B10/ B11 Small Heath/ Sparkhill Anderton Road

@ @ @   Bridge 89 - B10/ B11 Small Heath/ Sparkhill Golden Hillock Road - a feeder was taken from the Spark Brook to supply water to the canal here.

@ @ @   bridge to the Ackers Leisure site (Armoury Road)

The canal stands here on top of a long embankment above the Cole valley.

@ @ @   aqueduct over River Cole and Hay Mill headrace

@ @ @   under the Oxford railway.

@ @ @   B11 Hay Mills/ Tyseley Bridge opposite Redfern Road

@ @ @   Bridge 88 - B11/ B25 Hay Mills/ Tyseley Kings Road - this bridge replaced the original hump-back in 1913.

@ @ @   Bridge 87 - B25/ B27 Acocks Green Stockfield Road

@ @ @   Bridge 86A - B25/ B27 Yardley/ Acocks Green Yardley Road - The canal cutting before and under Yardley Road was originally a 250m tunnel with no tow path. At either end of the tunnel were wharfs for importing coal and exporting tiles and bricks (in Yardley manor 24 tile works made 150 000 tiles a year in the 18th century), and for exporting sand and gravel - they were sand and gravel pits south of the canal, west of Yardley Road.

@ @ @   Bridge 86 - B27 Acocks Green Woodcock Lane - an original surviving bridge.

@ @ @   Bridge 85 - B27/ B92 Acocks Green/ Olton Lincoln Road North

@ @ @   Bridge 84 - B92 Olton Richmond Road

The canal proceeds via Solihull and Knowle, meets the Stratford Canal at Kingswood Junction and on to London where it enters the River Thames at Limehouse Basin.

@ @ @   B92 Olton Warwick Road - Olton Reservoir is a canal feeder built by French prisoners of war 1796.
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The Worcester & Birmingham Canal

1815

leaves Gas Street Basin (junction with the Birmingham Main Line) for Worcester, 48 km via 58 locks including the UK’s longest lock flight at Tardebigge, 30 locks, and gives access to the River Severn at Diglis Basin Worcester. The line was surveyed by Josiah Clowes and John Snape, successive engineers were Thomas Cartwright, John Woodhouse and William Crosley. This canal was 23 years in the building, and took coal and industrial products south and brought grain, farm produce and building materials to Birmingham. Pairs of donkeys rather than a single horse were used to tow narrow boats on this canal - the reason is unknown. An important cargo on this line was coal but also salt from Droitwich and from Stoke Prior from the 1830s. The canal was also used by Cadburys to raw ingredients for chocolate to their wharf at Bournville.

@ @ @   Gas Street Basin/ Worcester Bar Basin - B1 City Centre - At Gas Street there was no direct water connection with the BCN as the BCN wanted to safeguard their trade and water: the BCN water level was 15cm higher than the Worcester. Goods had to be offloaded and reloaded across the 2m wide Worcester Bar. This was crossed by a stop lock 1815 on the canal’s completion to the River Severn; the lock was removed 1960 when water levels were equalised. There is now pedestrian access across Gas Basin to the Worcester Bar via a cast-iron bridge made to the original designs of Horsley Ironworks and the first such bridge to be made for 150 years. The BCN toll office 1815 is a small white 2-storey building facing Worcester Bar; next to it on the Worcester side is a 3-storey building, the Birmingham & Worcester toll office. Walls and ramp adjacent to 16 Gas Street are Grade II Listed.

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Gas Street - The original Worcester & Birmingham Canal Company Offices were built at the same time as the canal north of the junction of Bridge Street and Holliday Street and demolished c1873 when new arrangements were made to the entrance of Worcester Wharf. The Worcester & Birmingham Canal Company Offices 1864 in Gas Street Basin stand on a raised part of the road where the Netherton Arm used to pass under the offices and under Gas Street to Berkeley Street; the offices were built over the canal to reduce the local rate payable to the town council. This was a coal depot supplying the gasworks in Gas Street. A water feature has been built along the Netherton Arm on the west side of Gas Street. BSMR

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Gas Street - The nightclub used to be warehouses and stables belonging to the Sharpness New Docks & Worcester & Birmingham Canal Navigation Company.

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Bridge Street - boatmen’s cottages c1880 stand near the main road entrance to Worcester Wharf.

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Holliday Street Aqueduct stands as it was rebuilt 1885 in decorative cast-iron with white tiles to reflect the light. Grade II Listed.

@ @ @   Salvage Turn/ Worcester Turn - there were a number of branches here at Worcester Wharf now infilled off the main canal. One of the branches has been re-excavated and filled with water as a feature at the rear of the Mailbox shopping centre 2000.

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Holliday Street - Holliday Wharf c1852, now a crafts and antiques centre, was built for Birmingham Public Works Department. Stone was brought by canal for Birmingham streets.

@ @ @   Bridge 88 - B1 City Centre The present double Granville Street bridge replaced the former hump-backed bridge c1870 taking the road over the canal and West Suburban Railway. The Jews Cemetery north of the canal and east of Granville Street was removed to make way for Granville Street Station 1876.

@ @ @   Bridge 87 - B15 Five Ways/ Lee Bank Bath Row

@ @ @   Bridge 86 - B15 Five Ways/ Lee Bank Islington Row Middleway/ Lee Bank Middleway

@ @ @   Bridge 85 - B15 Edgbaston St James Road

@ @ @   Edgbaston Tunnel 93m, is the only tunnel on the canal with a towpath runs underneath B15 Church Road Edgbaston.

The Worcester canal was permitted by the Calthorpe Estate to cross their land only in a cutting with no access points, wharves or commercial buildings This cut through Edgbaston has long been known to boatmen as 'the Garden Reach'.

@ @ @   Bridge 84 - B15 Edgbaston Somerset Road

@ @ @   Bridge 83 - B15 Edgbaston Prichatts Road

@ @ @   Bridge 82 - B15 Edgbaston University Road West

@ @ @   Bridge 81 - B29 Selly Oak/ Bournbrook near Bristol Road opposite Heeley Road - Birmingham West Suburban Railway from Kings Norton to New Street Station

@ @ @   B29 Selly Oak between Harborne Lane, Chapel Lane and Bristol Road was Harborne Reservoir now filled in, a compensation reservoir for Harborne Mill.

@ @ @   B29 Selly Oak Bristol Road - Just before the Bristol Road the former junction with Dudley Canal No.2 was on the west side of the canal of which no visible trace remains. Dudley No.2 opened 1798, closed 1917 because of continuing falls in Lapal (Lappal) Tunnel.

@ @ @   Bridge 80 - B29 Selly Oak Bristol Road

@ @ @   Bridge 79 - B29 Selly Oak near Fairgreen Way/ Heeley Road - West Suburban Railway

@ @ @   Bridge 78 - B29 Selly Oak Raddlebarn Road - Cadbury’s factory was built west of the canal 1879, wharves and warehouses known as Waterside replaced Sparrey’s Wharf which was nearer to Bournville Lane c1935 on the east side, now B30 Bournville Sparrey Drive. A bridge carried Cadbury’s private railway taking cocoa beans and sugar brought by canal from the warehouses to the mainline railway. One of the steam locomotives Cadbury No.1 is preserved at the Birmingham Railway Museum at Tyseley.

@ @ @   B30 Bournville Bournville Lane aqueduct suffered a direct hit by a German bomb 1941 during World War 2 causing extensive flooding. The repair can still be seen under the bridge.

@ @ @   Bridge 77 - B30 Bournville Mary Vale Road

@ @ @   Bridge 76 - demolished

@ @ @   Bridge 75 - B30 Breedon Cross/ Lifford Pershore Road

@ @ @   Bridge 74 - B30 Lifford Birmingham-Gloucester Railway from Kings Norton to Camp Hill

@ @ @   Bridge 73 - B30 Lifford Lifford Lane - original brick bridge replaced with a wider concrete one late 1990s

@ @ @   B30 Lifford Tunnel Lane - Lifford Reservoir was built to compensate Lifford Mill for loss of water to the canal.

@ @ @   B30 Lifford/ Kings Norton Lifford Lane/ Prince Road by Kings Norton playing fields - The junction with the Stratford Canal. Opposite is Junction House/ Canal House 1796, first office of the Birmingham & Worcester Canal Company and a toll house. Grade II Listed.

@ @ @   Bridge 72 Junction Bridge - B30 Kings Norton Wharf Road/ Kings Norton Playing Fields - brick roving bridge c1800 at Kings Norton Junction. Grade II Listed. BSMR

@ @ @   B30 Kings Norton/ Northfield Wychall Lane/ Popes Lane Wychall Reservoir was originally built to compensate Wychall Mill for loss of water to the canal; a feeder now joins the canal on the west bank before Bridge 71.

@ @ @   Bridge 71 - B30 Kings Norton Wharf Road/ Parsons Hill

@ @ @   Bridge 70 - B38 Walkers Heath Masshouse Lane/ Primrose Hill. Canal Cottages Nos.1&2 are Grade II Listed. They were formerly The Boat Inn. A feeder from the River Rea enters the canal here.

@ @ @   B38 Walkers Heath Shannon Road (opposite Meadowsweet Avenue) - Wasthill Tunnel (Wast Hill Tunnel, West Hill Tunnel or Kings Norton Tunnel) runs c2500m under B38 Hawkesley Primrose Hill School, Thistle Green, Hawkesley Square, Old Portway, Hawkesley School, Thatchway Gardens, Longdales Road, Redhill Road, B48 Wasthills Road and emerges before Bridge 69.

Wasthill Tunnel opened 1796 is the longest tunnel on the canal and one of the longest British canal tunnels. The tunnel is broad gauge (it was originally intended to build the whole canal in this gauge but this proved too expensive). The tunnel has no towpath, the horses used to walk over the hill (some of the path can be seen at the Hopwood end) and the boats were first legged through and from the 1870s pulled by steam tugs later diesel. The tunnel closed for repairs 1978-1981 during which part of the roof fell in. The entrance at Shannon Road is Grade II Listed.

@ @ @   B38 Walkers Heath Shannon Road - Tunnel Cottages Nos.1&2: above the entrance to the tunnel are a pair of late-18th-century canal cottages. Grade II Listed. BSMR

@ @ @   Bridge 69 - B48 Hopwood Lea End Lane

@ @ @   Bridge 68 - B48 Hopwood Birmingham Road/ Redditch Road

@ @ @   B45 Cofton Hackett Barnt Green Road/ Reservoir Road - Cofton Lake is a mill compensation reservoir.

@ @ @   B45 Cofton Hackett Church Lane / B48 Hopwood Birmingham Road - Upper Bittell Reservoir is a canal feeder completed 1836 taking water to the canal summit; the building which housed the steam pump can still be seen by the reservoir dam. Lower Bittell Reservoir was constructed as a compensation reservoir to ensure an adequate water supply to mills further down the River Arrow.

The canal continues to Worcester giving access to the River Severn at Diglis Basin.
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The Stratford-upon-Avon Canal
(Stratford Canal)

1816

designed by Josiah Clowes, and after his death by Samuel Porter and William Whitmore leaves the Worcester & Birmingham Canal at Kings Norton Junction and travels 41 km via 56 locks to Stratford. The section from Kings Norton to Hockley Heath opened 1796, reached Kingswood 1802, and the junction with the Birmingham & Warwick Canal, Wootton Wawen 1812, River Avon at Stratford 1816. It had taken over 15 years to build. The canal was financed by Stratford businesses, but probably benefited Birmingham more than Stratford. With railway competition the use of the canal declined and it was not maintained, the southern section was almost unnavigable. The Stratford on Avon canal Society was founded 1958 and it is thanks to their efforts that the canal was restored and reopened by the Queen Mother 11 July 1964.

@ @ @   Bridge 1 Lifford Bridge - B30 Lifford/ Kings Norton Lifford Lane - brick-built c1794.

@ @ @   B30 Lifford/ Kings Norton Lifford Lane - Lifford Guillotine Lock: this unusual stop lock was designed to stop water flowing either way from the Worcester & Birmingham Canal to the Stratford Canal; water was an expensive commodity for canal companies. The 15cm difference in water levels was maintained until the canal system was nationalised 1948. The lock c1800 is brick-lined with cast-iron guillotine gate framework. The gates are operated by a hand-winched counterweighted chain mechanism. The present gates are probably 19th-century but all other parts are original. The Grade II Listed and Scheduled Ancient Monument. BSMR

@ @ @   Bridge 2 - B14/ B30 Tunnel Lane Swing Bridge
@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath/ Brandwood End Shelfield Road - Brandwood Tunnel was designed by Josiah Clowes; the west portal with its relief of William Shakespeare is Grade II Listed. Boats were pulled through the tunnel by rope. 

@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath Broad Lane/ Poston Croft - Brandwood Tunnel east portal Grade II Listed.

@ @ @   Bridge 3 - B14 Alcester Lanes End/ Kings Heath Millpool Hill/ Alcester Road South; the original arched brick bridge was replaced 1939 with a concrete one when the road was widened.

@ @ @   Bridge 4 - B14 Warstock Warstock Road

@ @ @   Bridge 5 - B14 Yardley Wood Yardley Wood Road

@ @ @   Bridge 6 High Bridge - B14 Yardley Wood School Road - Locally Listed Grade A

@ @ @   Bridge 7 - B90 Solihull Lodge High Street

@ @ @   Bridge 8 - B90 Shirley/ Whitlocks End Drawbridge Road Lift Bridge
@ @ @   Bridge 9 - B90 Shirley Haslucks Green Road.

The canal goes to Stratford meeting the Grand Union Canal (Birmingham & Warwick Canal) at Kingswood Junction.
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The BCN New Main Line
(The Telford Cut)

1837

was built by Thomas Telford to upgrade the Birmingham Canal beginning and terminating from the old line but considerable short-cuts along the route. It was completed 1838 from Old Turn Junction/ Deep Cutting Junction (between Sheepcote Street and King Edwards Road) to make a wider, more direct and faster route by digging cuttings and building aqueducts. The New Main Line was built over 10m wide with towpaths on each side and the sides lined with brick. It first cuts through the loops of the BCN Old Main Line (Birmingham Canal) and then runs parallel to it but at a lower level; the distance to Wolverhampton was reduced from 36 km to 25 km via 24 locks. Telford’s elegant cast-iron bridges are a notable feature. The Old Main Line was widened or left as loops: Oozells Loop, Icknield Port or Rotton Park Loop, Winson Green Loop (Soho Loop). Past Smethwick the New Main Line runs parallel to the Old Main Line as far as Tipton where the two rejoin to the terminus at Aldersley Junction, Wolverhampton.

Telford reported 1824 on the Old Line: ‘Where it enters Birmingham, it has become little more than a crooked ditch with scarcely the appearance of a haling-path, the horses frequently sliding and staggering in the water, the haling-lines sweeping the ground into the canal, and the entanglement at the meeting of boats being incessant. Whilst at the locks at each end of the summit at Smethwick, crowds of boatmen are always quarrelling or offering premiums for a preference of passage, and the mine-owners, injured by the delay, are loud in their just complaints.’
The Old and the New Lines are one from Gas Street Basin.

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Broad Street Bridge (Tunnel)

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Brindleyplace - 2 new pedestrian bridges link the International Convention Centre and Brindleyplace.

@ @ @   B1 City Centre King Edwards Street - Old Turn Junction or Deep Cutting Junction which marks the crossroads of the English canal system. Oozells Street Loop leaves the New Line here to rejoin it at Ladywood Junction B16 Ladywood St Vincent Street. The New Line cuts directly west across the loop.

@ @ @   B16 Ladywood Sheepcote Street - brick road bridge c1827 by Telford. Grade II Listed. BSMR

@ @ @   under B16 Ladywood St Vincent Street

@ @ @   under- B16/ B18 Ladywood Ladywood Middleway - Oozells Street Loop of the Old Line joins the New Main Line.

Icknield Port Loop leaves the New Main Line at B16 Ladywood Icknield Square.

@ @ @   B16 Rotton Park Icknield Port Road - Edgbaston Reservoir/ Rotton Park Reservoir off the Icknield Port Loop originally covered c40 hectares and was c15m deep; it was built c1820 by Thomas Telford. It was extended 1832, the dam was raised 1835 and lengthened 1836. The reservoir has a capacity of 1600 000 000 litres sufficient for 4 500 locks. Originally Roach Pool in Rotton Park was fed by local streams. It is also fed from the enlarged Titford Pools at Smethwick c1835 by an underground feeder entering the reservoir via a sluice at the northern bay near Gillott Road/ Selwyn Road. Titford Pools B69 were built 1775 to supplement Smethwick Great Reservoir B67, now a hollow at the west end of Victoria Park Smethwick, but the drain of water from Smethwick summit was always a problem. A culvert from the dam supplies the Birmingham Canal at Icknield Port Road; another culvert runs alongside Wiggin Street and then along the canal to the Engine Arm Branch at Rabone Lane Smethwick; water was pumped from Edgbaston Reservoir to the Engine Arm at Smethwick summit after Smethwick Great Reservoir was abandoned about this time; the pumping station stood at the south end of the dam where an overflow now allows excess water to run over.


The reservoir was bought by the City 1957 as a leisure resource. Edgbaston Reservoir, dam, gatehouses and weighbridge hut, Reservoir Cottage and Reservoir House are all Locally Listed. Also near Icknield Port Road cast-iron grab winches to lower the sluice gates in an emergency, gates to allow narrow-boat access for repairs, circular building with valves to regulate water flow to the weir, the weir itself, workshops and a manual crane for unloading boats are Locally Listed. Reservoir Lodge in Reservoir Road is Grade II Listed and similar in design to Telford’s tollhouses on the A5 Holyhead turnpike and is now the park ranger’s office.

@ @ @   B16 Rotton Park/ Summerfield/ Winson Green Wiggin Street - Rotton Park Junction - The Old Line crosses the New Main Line into Winson Green Loop or Soho Loop.

@ @ @   B16 Rotton Park/ Summerfield/ Winson Green - opposite Wiggin Street is a pier in the middle of the canal that once carried a viaduct of the Harborne Branch Railway which closed to passengers 1934. Most of the line is now an urban walkway.

@ @ @   under B18 Winson Green Dudley Road - Lee Bridge 1826, a skew bricked bridge

@ @ @   under B18 Winson Green Winson Green Road

The Old Main Line rejoins at Soho Junction/ Winson Green Junction where there is a roving bridge.

@ @ @   B66 Smethwick/ Soho - opposite the junction of Heath Street and Cranford Street an island in the middle of the canal had a tollhouse on it.

@ @ @   under B66 Smethwick/ Soho Birmingham & Wolverhampton Railway

@ @ @   under B46 Smethwick Rabone Lane

@ @ @   under B46 Smethwick Bridge Street

At Smethwick Junction the Old Main Line runs to the north, the New Main Line on a parallel course to the south.

@ @ @   B46 Smethwick Rolfe Street opposite Hill Street - The Engine Arm Aqueduct carries a feeder from Edgbaston Reservoir over the Old Main Line.

@ @ @   B46 Smethwick south of Bridge Street/ west of the canal - the site of the Boulton & Watt pumping engine 1799 used to keep up the water supply at Smethwick summit. It operated here until 1892 when it was transferred for use at Ocker Hill where it remained until the 1950s when it was installed at Birmingham Science Museum, Newhall Street, the oldest working steam engine in the world.

@ @ @   under B46 Smethwick Brasshouse Lane bridge 1826

@ @ @   Galton Tunnel - B66 Smethwick Telford Way 1974 runs over the short tunnel.

@ @ @   B66 Smethwick Roebuck Lane - Galton Bridge is a cast-iron bridge by Horsley Ironworks 1829 over a very deep cutting. When built it spanned the largest earthwork in the world and was the widest single-span bridge in the world. It is 50m in length and 23m above the level of the canal. When Telford Way opened 1974 the Galton Bridge was pedestrianised. It is named after Samuel Galton, the gun founder who lived at Galton House on the south side of Roebuck Lane. He was a BCN committee member.

@ @ @   under B66 Smethwick Spon Lane South

@ @ @   under B66 Smethwick Chance Glassworks bridge, brick-built. Listed.

@ @ @   under B66 Smethwick Chance Glassworks cast-iron private railway bridge. Listed.

@ @ @   B66 Smethwick Chance Glassworks Hartley Bridge. Listed.

@ @ @   Steward Aqueduct 1828 is brick-built with a cast-iron trough and carries the Old Main Line over the New Main Line en route to Wolverhampton and Aldersley Junction.

@ @ @   under M5 motorway

@ @ @   roving bridge by Horsley Ironworks 1828

At Bromford Junction the New Main Line rejoins the Old Line of the original Birmingham Canal branch to Wednesbury.

@ @ @   B69 Oldbury east of Bromford Road Bridge is a toll island but the tollhouse does not survive.

The New Main Line then runs parallel to the Old Main Line rejoining it at Factory Junction DY4 Tipton Factory Road and then on to Wolverhampton and Aldersley Junction.
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The Birmingham & Warwick Junction Canal
(Grand Union from 1929)

1844

leaves Salford Junction on the Birmingham & Fazeley Canal travelling 3 km via 6 locks to Bordesley Junction on the Warwick & Birmingham Canal. The engineer was Samuel Bull. This canal was built to avoid the severe congestion on Farmers Bridge Locks.

Bordesley Junction

@ @ @   Bridge 99 - B9 Bordesley Watery Lane Middleway

@ @ @   Bridge 100 - B9 Bordesley Bolton Street

@ @ @   Bridge 101 - B9 Bordesley St Andrews Street

@ @ @   Bridge 102 - B9 Bordesley Lower Dartmouth Street

@ @ @   Bridge 102A - The Village Bridge, pedestrian bridge 1998 to new Bordesley Village centre

@ @ @   Bridge 103 - B9 Bordesley Garrison Lane

@ @ @   5 Garrison Locks down to Duddeston Mill Road

The canal passes under the Birmingham-Gloucester Railway, the junction to Aston, & the Birmingham-London Railway at Garrison Street, Bridge 1904.

@ @ @   Lock-keeper’s Cottage No.131 Garrison Street

@ @ @   Bridge 105 - B8 Saltley Landor Street

@ @ @   Bridge 106 - B7 Nechells - Duddeston Mill Road

@ @ @   Bridge 107 - B7/ B8 Duddeston/ Saltley

@ @ @   B8 Saltley Crawford Street - Lengthmen’s cottage
@ @ @   Bridge 108 - B7/ B8 Nechells/ Saltley Saltley Viaduct
Saltley Reservoir: the 6 locks emptied into this storage reservoir from where the water was pumped back up to Camp Hill for reuse. The reservoir lay between the canal and the railway between Saltley viaduct and Aston Church Road, its site now underneath Heartlands Way.

@ @ @   Bridges 108A - B7/ B8 Nechells/ Saltley - Heartlands Way 1995 The canal passes under the Birmingham-Derby Junction Railway

@ @ @   Bridge 109 - Aston Church Road - old and new bridges

The canal passes under the railway branch from Aston to Stechford.

Aqueduct over River Rea.

Under Cuckoo Road 1996.

@ @ @   Argyle Street - Salford Bridge Shallow Lock was built to make up a few inches difference in water level between this and the Birmingham & Fazeley Canal which it joins at Salford Bridge.

The canal passes under M6 motorway viaduct

@ @ @   Aqueduct over River Tame, 3 brick arches. Grade II Listed. BSMR

@ @ @   Bridge 110, a roving bridge at Salford Junction by Horsley Ironworks c1844. Grade II Listed. BSMR

@ @ @   B7/ B23 Aston/ Gravelly Hill - under M6 Spaghetti Junction is Salford Junction with the Birmingham & Fazeley and the Tame Valley Canals.
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The Tame Valley Canal

1844

was built from Salford Junction (underneath M6 Junction 6 Spaghetti B7/ B23 Aston/ Gravelly Hill) where it joined the Birmingham & Fazeley and the Birmingham & Warwick Junction Canal (now Grand Union) to Ocker Hill Junction with the Walsall Canal, 14 km via 13 locks engineered by James Walker. It runs in a straight line through deep cuttings, along high embankments and over 8 high aqueducts, has brick-lined walls, two towpaths and is 10m wide. The lock flight at Perry Barr is known as the New Thirteen as opposed to the Old Thirteen at Farmers Bridge on the Birmingham & Fazeley Canal.

@ @ @   B6/ B23 Gravelly Hill Salford Junction is underneath M6 Junction 6 Spaghetti Junction

@ @ @   B6/ B23 Gravelly Hill Lichfield Road - Salford Bridge

13 Perry Barr Locks.

A pumping station c1850 between locks 12 and 13 pumped water through a pipeline from the 302 foot level to the 408 foot level. 3 steam beam engines 1850 were replaced by 2 sets of vertical triple-expansion engines 1895. The pumping station continued in steam until 1958, the last steam such station on the BCN. Machinery and chimney removed 1959 and all buildings since demolished. BSMR

@ @ @   B6 Witton Deykin Avenue - lock-keeper’s cottage (No.79) c1840, Horsley cast-iron roving bridge c1840 north-west of Salford Junction, Horsley cast-iron road bridge c1850 opposite Deykin Avenue, lock c1840 immediately north of Deykin Avenue - all Grade II Listed.

@ @ @   under B6 Witton Deykin Avenue

@ @ @   under B6 Witton Brookvale Road

@ @ @   under B6 Witton Moor Lane

@ @ @   B6 Witton - under M6 viaduct

@ @ @   under B6/ B42 Witton/ Perry Barr Perrywell Road

@ @ @   under B42 Perry Barr College Road

@ @ @   B42 Perry Barr Rowdale Road/ Perry Park Crescent Perry Park - Rowdale Road footbridge is Grade II Listed.

@ @ @   B42 Perry Barr Walsall Road/ Fairview Avenue - Top Lock, Lock 2 and Lock Cottage. Grade II Listed

@ @ @   under B42 Perry Barr Walsall Road

@ @ @   B42 Perry Barr Tower Hill - Freeth Bridge
@ @ @   Piercy Aqueduct - B42 Hamstead over Old Walsall Road

@ @ @   Spouthouse Aqueduct - B42 Hamstead over Spouthouse Lane

@ @ @   B42 Hamstead opposite Gorse Farm Road - Gorse Farm Bridge
@ @ @   B42 Hamstead Green Lane - Chimney Bridge
@ @ @   B42 Hamstead Newton Road - Scott Bridge
@ @ @   B42 Hamstead/ Grove Vale Pear Tree Drive - Buckfields Turnover Bridge
@ @ @   under M5/ M6 motorway viaduct interchange slip roads at Junction 8.

The Tame Valley Canal proceeds via Rushall Junction where the Rushall Canal heads north to Chasewater, and then westwards on to Tame Valley Junction at Great Bridge where it joins the Walsall Canal.
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The Grand Union Canal

1929

was formed by the amalgamation of a number of canals. In Birmingham it incorporated the Birmingham & Warwick Junction Canal and the Warwick & Birmingham Canal in a route to London.
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BACK to Medieval Agriculture
BACK to Tudor Agriculture
Birmingham’s rural hinterland was increasingly turned over to sheep for wool production; cattle were reared but most were slaughtered annually as the problem of winter-feeding had not yet been solved. Most farms were mixed, however, and many self-subsistence only; local arable crops sold at Birmingham market included flax, wheat and oats, beans and root crops, fruit and dairy produce and craft work.

Piecemeal enclosures of open fields began by mutual agreement in the Middle Ages even while new open fields were still being created. This entailed combining the separate strips into blocks of land that were easier to manage. Hedges often of hawthorn were planted round enclosures, known then as closes, now generally called fields. Although this was time-consuming and expensive it was reckoned that enclosed fields were worth three times the value of the same land in strips. Commons and wastes were also shared amongst those who had rights over them. However, manorial lords with large amounts of waste as in much of the Forest of Arden allowed assarting, ie. the setting up of private enclosures, which brought in extra rental without prejudicing the amount of available grazing.

Parliamentary enclosure actually marked the final stages of this evolving process. The earliest parliamentary enclosure had been at Radipole, Dorset 1604, the last took place in 1914, but the majority were between 1750-1830. An act of parliament had to be passed where not all land-owners agreed to enclose, but where 75-80 per cent were in favour.

Many enclosures were mutually agreed. Commissioners were authorised by parliament to parcel up the land which they usually did in regular rectangular fields; surviving enclosure awards and the accompanying maps are available at Birmingham Central Library. Public highways were also often legally defined in the process and the roads between enclosed fields were often straight for long stretches within a parish, although not necessarily aligned with roads in the neighbouring parish.

The tendency of enclosure was to make the rich richer and the poor poorer: ownership sometimes  had to be proved by documentary evidence which poorer people were less likely to have, plots had to be enclosed by fence or hedge which poorer families could not afford to do.  The present popular stereotypical view of the English countryside dates from the hedgerows and trees planted at the time of field enclosure. Prior to this the open-field landscape would have appeared to the modern eye as wide and bare with only a few surviving woods

(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Prince 1985)
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GAZETTEER

Georgian (and later) Enclosures

@ @ @   B1/ B3/ B16 City Centre
 The open fields of Birmingham manor lay north-west of the town probably between Ladywood Middleway and Monument Road, Icknield Street and Great Hampton Street. They had been enclosed very early, probably before 1300.


@ @ @   B6 Witton (Aston manor) had two open fields (locations unknown); when the Witton Common was enclosed in 1802 they had already been enclosed.


@ @ @   B7 Nechells and Duddeston, sub-manors of Aston were enclosed by 1758.


@ @ @   B8 Saltley (Aston manor) the last open field, High Field was enclosed 1817. Little Bromwich/ Ward End likely to have been enclosed at the same time.


@ @ @   B8 Washwood Heath (Aston manor) enclosed 1817.


@ @ @   B9 Bordesley manor, all fields enclosed by 1760.


@ @ @   B11 Greet - it is not certain when the open fields of this sub-manor of Yardley were enclosed. The final enclosures in Yardley were made during the 1840s. There was only a narrow strip of common land surviving at Showell Green and most of this was enclosed, as also were Greet Common (around College Road) and Wake Green (around Wake Green Road).

@ @ @   B17 Harborne had two open fields (locations unknown) in 1601, one in 1733 and was all enclosed by 1790.


@ @ @   B18 Birmingham Heath covered modern Winson Green roughly between Soho Road and Dudley Road; it was enclosed 1798.


@ @ @   B21 Handsworth: there were some enclosures probably of open pasture, by the Prior of Sandwell before 1210, and others in 1227. There was objection to further enclosures for pasture in 1432. Piecemeal agreements took in a great deal of land in succeeding centuries, but one open field of 30 hectares and 120ha of common and waste, Handsworth Heath survived until 1793 when it was finally enclosed.


@ @ @   B23 Erdington open fields enclosed 1802, precise locations unknown.


@ @ @   B25 Yardley manor (including Stechford, Lea Village and Acocks Green) was finally enclosed in 1847. Yardley common fields and pasture were the last parliamentary enclosures in the Midlands. However, Yardley Wood and Billesley Commons were bought by the city and returned to common use if not to common pasture. 


@ @ @   B26 Sheldon final enclosures took place 1813 at which date no open fields remained.


@ @ @   B31 Northfield manor still had open fields and common in the 18th century but was all enclosed before the final enclosures elsewhere.


@ @ @   B38 Kings Norton wastes and commons enclosed 1774.


@ @ @   B42 Perry manor had two open fields (locations unknown) in 1648 but all was enclosed by 1800 with only Perry Common not enclosed. Perry Common enclosed 1814.


@ @ @   B72/ B73 Sutton Coldfield fields, wastes and commons enclosed by 1824 except Sutton Park.
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also known as the Priestley Riots or the ‘Church and King’ Riots
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(See Hutton's Narrative of the Birmingham Riots - edited version below -

Also see BIBLIOGRAPHY Catherine Hutton 1891 for his daughter's eye-witness account.)

Birmingham was well known for its population of dissenters especially among the enterprising business community; it may be that this has been exaggerated but it has certainly been put forward as one reason for Birmingham’s commercial success. On occasions before and after 1791 there was religious conflict and damage to dissenting places of worship. Probably the most serious were the Birmingham Riots of 1791.

GAZETTEER and CALENDAR

The Birmingham Riots

Thursday 14 July 1791

3-6 pm: A dinner was held on Bastille Day for 80 supporters of the 1789 French Revolution at Dadleys Hotel, Temple Row. Many diners were prominent Birmingham dissenters. Although careful to propose their first toast to Church & King, their names had been published in the local newspaper.

8 pm: Although the diners had departed, a drunken anti-dissent mob gathered outside the hotel breaking windows shouting ‘Church & King for ever!’

@ @ @   B5 City Centre New Meeting Street - Some rioters burnt down the New Meeting/ New Meeting House where Joseph Priestley was the minister. This was later rebuilt as a unitarian chapel 1802 and is now St Michael & St Joseph RC Church.

@ @ @   B5 City Centre Philip Street/ Old Meeting Street (roughly New Street Station forecourt area) - the Old Meeting was wrecked;

then the rioters went down Digbeth, up Camp Hill and along the Stratford Road to the house of scientist and dissenting minister, Joseph Priestley at Fair Hill -

@ @ @   B11 Sparkbrook Priestley Road - Priestley’s wine was drunk, his scientific work destroyed and Fair Hill burnt. He subsequently left for New York 1794 and never returned.

Friday 15 July 1791

2 pm:

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Broad Street - 1000 rioters burnt down John Ryland’s Baskerville House/ Easy Hill (formerly John Baskerville’s residence). Some drunken rioters burned with it.

Several hundred special constables sworn in by magistrates in St Philip’s churchyard were repulsed by the mob.

@ @ @   B10 Bordesley Bolton Road/ Herbert Road - Rioters burnt John Taylor’s Bordesley Hall;

@ @ @   B2 City Centre High Street (opposite New Street junction) William Hutton’s shop and town house were destroyed including his stock of paper and books.

Saturday 16 July 1791

@ @ @   B2 City Centre Peck Lane (now gone under the central part of New Street Station)

 The town prison in Peck Lane was broken open and the inmates released.

@ @ @   B8 Washwood Heath/ Saltley Washwood Heath Road/ Hutton Avenue - William Hutton’s country house, Red Hill was burned.

@ @ @   B11 Sparkbrook Stratford Road/ Gladstone Road - George Humphrey’s Sparkbrook House was ransacked though not destroyed.

@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath - Presbyterian minister, Rev John Hobson’s private school for 8 boarding boys set up 1788 in a large house on Balsall Heath was burned down.

@ @ @   B13 Moseley Alcester Road/ Salisbury Road/ Chantry Road - Moseley Hall owned by John Taylor was the residence of dowager Lady Carhampton who was old, frail and blind. She was allowed to leave with a few belongings after which the mob burned the house down.

@ @ @   B13 Kings Heath Vicarage Road/ Avenue Road - Kings Heath House, now in Kings Heath Park - John Harwood’s house was burned.

@ @ @   B13 Wake Green Wake Green Road (between St Agnes Road and Billesley Lane) - Thomas Hawkes’ Wake Green House was wrecked; Priestley had made his escape from Fair Hill and briefly and stayed here.

@ @ @   B11 Showell Green Showell Green Lane - the Russells’ Showell Green House was burned.

Sunday 17 July 1791

Rioters went as far as out as Kingswood B47 Hollywood, 7 miles to the south where Kingswood Meeting House was burnt (later rebuilt) along with 6 houses in Kings Norton.

Other houses partially damaged were at

@ @ @   B16 Ladywood Monument Road/ Wood Road - Ladywood House, home of Harry Hunt (St John’s Church was built on this site 1854.)

@ @ @   B16 Ladywood/ Edgbaston Five Ways - home of Rev Coates

@ @ @   B11 Hay Mills/ Tyseley Redfern Road/ Hay Hall Road - Hay Hall, home of Mr Smith.

@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Edgbaston Park Road/ Church Road - Dr William Withering’s Edgbaston Hall was saved by the arrival that evening of 64 men of the 15th Regiment of Dragoons who had force-marched from Nottingham. The troops were welcomed by thousands of people in the town and peace was quickly restored.

@ @ @   B7 Ashted Barrack Street - Troops were billeted in pubs and private houses to the annoyance of the residents; permanent Barracks for some 150 men and their horses were built 1792 by John Rawsthorne on 2ha between Great Brooke Street and Windsor Street as a result of the Riots. The barracks survived until the 1930s when the area was redeveloped for council housing as the Ashcroft estate.

HOME
HOME to GEORGIAN CONTENTS
William Hutton's Narrative of the Birmingham Riots 1791

Contemporary Georgian Documentary Evidence

A Narrative Of The Riots In Birmingham, July 14, 1791,

Particularly As They Affected The Author.

William Hutton August 1791

The fatal 14th of July was now arrived, a day that will mark Birmingham with disgrace for ages to come. The laws had lost their protection, every security of the inhabitants was given up, the black fiends of hell were whistled together and let loose for unmerited destruction. She has reason to keep that anniversary in sackcloth and ashes. About eighty persons of various denominations dined together at the hotel. During dinner, which was short, perhaps from three to five o'clock, the infant mob, collected under the auspices of a few in elevated life, began with hooting, crying 'Church and King,' and broke the hotel windows.  . . .

As Mr. Chillingworth walked by the hotel early in the afternoon of the 14th, twenty or thirty people were assembled, all quiet: he heard one of the town-beadles say to another, 'This will be such a day as we never saw.' 'Why so?' says Chillingworth. After repeated inquiries, one of them replied, 'the gentlemen will not suffer this treatment from the Presbyterians; they will be put on no longer.' The beadles could not make this remark without having heard hostile expressions fall from the gentlemen, which proves a preconcerted plan.

. . .

It was now between eight and nine; the numbers of the mob were increased, their spirits were inflamed. Dr. Priestley was sought for, but he had not dined at the hotel. The magistrates, who had dined at the Swan, a neighbouring tavern, by way of counterbalance, huzzaed Church and King, waving their hats, which inspired fresh vigour into the mob, so that they verily thought, and often declared, they acted with the approbation at least of the higher powers, and that what they did was right. The windows of the hotel being broken, a gentleman said, 'You have done mischief enough here, go to the Meetings.' A simple remark, and almost without precise meaning, but it involved a dreadful combination of ideas. There was no need to say, 'Go and burn the Meetings.' The mob marched down Bull Street under the smiles of magistrates. It has been said that these were compelled to echo the cry of the multitude, but it is not wholly true. While the insurgents were intoxicated with liquor and power, and carried vengeance where they pleased, it was necessary to say as they said, and many persons damned the Presbyterians who were their real friends; but till the New Meeting was condemned, this was far from being the case; every smile, word, or huzza encouraged them. Had the same wish existed to repress, as did to raise them, no mischief had ensued.

. . .

The New Meeting was broken open without ceremony, the pews, cushions, books, and pulpit were dashed to pieces, and in half an hour the whole was in a blaze, while the savage multitude rejoiced at the view.

. . .

The Old Meeting was the next mark of the mob. This underwent the fate of the New: and here again a system seems to have been adopted, for the engines were suffered to play upon the adjoining houses to prevent their taking fire, but not upon the Meeting House, which was levelled with the ground.

The mob then undertook a march of more than a mile, to the house of Dr. Priestley, which was plundered and burnt without mercy, the Doctor and his family barely escaping. Exclusive of the furniture, a very large and valuable library was destroyed, the collection of a long and assiduous life.

But the greatest loss that Dr. Priestley sustained was in the destruction of his philosophical apparatus, and his remarks. These can never be replaced. I am inclined to think he would not have destroyed his apparatus and manuscripts for any sum of money that could have been offered him. His love to man was great, his usefulness greater. I have been informed by the faculty that his experimental discoveries on air, applied to medical purposes, have preserved the lives of thousands; and, in return, he can scarcely preserve his own.

A clergyman attended this outrage, and was charged with examining and even pocketing the manuscripts. I think he paid the doctor a compliment, by showing a regard for his works, I will farther do him the justice to believe he never meant to keep them, to invade the Doctor's profession by turning philosopher, or to sell them, though valuable; but only to exchange them with the minister for preferment. There may be fortitude in dying for treason, but there is more profit in getting a living by it.

Breaking the windows of this hotel, burning the two Meeting Houses, and Dr. Priestley's, finished the dreadful work of Thursday night. To all this I was a perfect stranger, for I had left the town early in the evening, and slept in the country.

When I arose the next morning, July 15, my servant told me what had happened. I was inclined to believe it only a report: but coming to the town, I found it a melancholy truth, and matters wore an unfavourable aspect, for one mob cannot continue long inactive, and there were two or three floating up and down, seeking whom they might devour, though I was not under the least apprehension of danger to myself. The affrighted inhabitants came in bodies to ask my opinion. As the danger admitted of no delay, I gave this short answer - 'Apply to the magistrates, and request four things: to swear in as many constables as are willing, and arm them; to apply to the commanding officer of the recruiting parties for his assistance; to apply to Lord Beauchamp to call out the militia in the neighbourhood; and to write to the Secretary at War for a military force.' What became of my four hints in uncertain, but the result proved they were lost.

Towards noon a body of near a thousand attacked the mansion of my friend, John Ryland, Esq., at Easy Hill. He was not at the dinner. Every room was entered with eagerness; but the cellar, in which were wines to the amount of 300l., with ferocity. Here they regaled till the roof fell in with the flames, and six or seven lost their lives. I was surprised at this rude attack, for I considered Mr. Ryland as a friend to the whole human race. He had done more public business than any other within my knowledge, and not only without a reward, but without a fault. I thought an obelisk ought rather to have been raised to his own honour, than his house burnt down to the disgrace of others.

About this time a person approached me in tears, and told me 'my house was condemned to fall.' As I had never with design offended any man, nor heard any allegations against my conduct, I could not credit the information. Being no man's enemy, I could not believe I had an enemy myself. I thought the people, who had known me forty years, esteemed me too much to injure me. But I drew from fair premises false conclusions. My fellow-sufferers had been guilty of one fault, but I of two. I was not only a dissenter, but an active Commissioner in the Court of Requests. With regard to the first my sentiments were never rigid. There seems to me as much reason to allow for a difference of opinion as of face. Nature never designed to make two things alike. Whoever will take the trouble to read my works will neither find a persecuting, disloyal, or republican thought. In the office of Commissioner I studied the good of others, not my own. Three points I ever kept in view;: to keep order, do justice tempered with lenity, and compose differences, Armed with power, I have put a period to thousands of quarrels, have softened the rugged tempers of devouring antagonists, and, without expense to themselves, sent them away friends. But the fatal rock upon which I split was, I never could find a way to let both parties win. If ninety-nine were content, and one was not, that one would be more solicitous to injure me than the ninety-nine to serve me.

It never appeared when the military force was sent for, but I believe about noon this day. The express, however, did not arrive in London till the next, at two in the afternoon. What could occasion this insufferable neglect, or why the Riot Act was omitted to be read sooner, I leave to the Magistrates. Many solicitations were made to the magistrates for assistance to quell the mob, but the answer was, 'Pacific measures are adopted.' Captain Archibald, and Lieutenants Smith and Maxwell, of recruiting parties, offered their service; still the same answer. A gentleman asked if he might arm his dependents? 'The hazard will be yours.' Again, whether he might carry a brace of pistols in his own defence? 'If you kill a man you must be responsible.'

. . .

About noon also some of my friends advised me 'to take care of my goods, for my house must come down.' I treated the advice as ridiculous, and replied, 'That was their duty, and the duty of every inhabitant, for my case was theirs; I had only the power of an individual. Besides, fifty waggons could not have carried off my stock in trade, exclusive of the furniture of my house; and if they could, where must I deposit it?' I sent, however, a small quantity of paper to a neighbour, who returned it, and the whole afterwards fell a prey to rapine.

All business was now at a stand. The shops were shut. The town prison and that of the Court of Requests were thrown open, and their strength was added to that of their deliverers. Some gentlemen advised the insurgents assembled in New Street to disperse; when one, whom I well knew, said, 'Do not disperse, they want to sell us. If you will pull down Hutton's house I will give you two guineas to drink, for it was owing to him I lost a cause in the Court.' The bargain was instantly struck, and my building fell.

About three o'clock they approached me. I expostulated with them. 'They would have money.' I gave them all I had, even to a single halfpenny, which one of them had the meanness to take. They wanted more, 'nor would they submit to this treatment,' and began to break the windows, and attempted the goods. I then borrowed all I instantly could, which I gave them, and shook a hundred hard and black hands. 'We will have some drink.' 'You shall have what you please if you will not injure me.' I was then seized by the collar on both sides, and hauled a prisoner to a neighbouring public-house, where, in half an hour, I found an ale-score against me of 329 gallons.

The affrighted magistrates were now sitting at the Swan in Bull Street, swearing constables, whom they ordered to rendezvous in St. Philip's Churchyard, 'where they would meet them.' Here the new-created officers, armed with small sticks, waited with impatience, but no magistrates came. They then bent their course without a leader, to New Street, attacked the mob which had been with me most furiously, and in a minute dispersed it. As my house was in the utmost danger, they ought to have stayed to protect it, instead of which they went to guard Mr. Ryland's, nearly burnt down. Here the mob came upon them with double force, took their weapons, totally routed them, maimed several, and killed Mr. Thomas Ashwin.

My son wishing to secure our premises, purchased the favour of Rice, one of the leaders, who promised to preserve his person and property, and assured him that his men would implicitly obey him. Hearing Mr. Taylor's house was in danger, they marched to Bordesley, one mile, to save it, but found another mob had begun to rob and burn it. I could assign no more reason why they attempted Mr. Taylor's property than Mr. Ryland's. No man could cultivate peace and social harmony more. His is the art of doing good by stealth. Offence was never charged against him; but alas, he was a Dissenter. The sons of plunder, and their abettors, forgot that the prosperity of Birmingham was owing to a dissenter, father to the man whose property they were destroying. He not only supplied thousands of that class who were burning his son's house with the means of bread, but taught their directors the roads to invention, industry, commerce, and affluence; roads which no man trod before him. Nay, when the Meeting Houses were fallen, and the Church was falling, even this violent outrage itself was quelled by the vigilence of a Dissenter, Captain Polhill.

Rice and my son, being too late to render any essential service to Mr. Taylor's premises, returned to save our own. But meeting in Digbeth some of our furniture, Rice declared it was too late; that he could have kept off the mob, but could not bring them off. Perhaps the instant view of plunder had changed his sentiments. Meeting a rogue near the Swan with a bundle of paper worth 5l., Rice damned him, and ordered him to lay it down. The rogue instantly obeyed. Rice sat upon it, while my son requested a neighbour to take it in, who refused. He then applied to a second, but received the same answer, and was obliged to leave Rice and the paper to secure his own person.

Rice then joined the depredators in destroying my house and its contents, and the next morning was one of the leaders in burning my house at Bennet's Hill. These facts were proved against him on his trial by the clearest evidence, and yet an alibi was admitted from one who swore he was then drinking a pot of ale with a soldier at a public-house; but, had he sworn he was drinking with the man in the moon, the oath would have been freely admitted.

. . . .

About five this evening, Friday, I had retreated to my house at Bennet's Hill, where, about three hours before, I had left my afflicted wife and daughter, and had seen a mob at Mr. Jukes's house in my road. I found that my people had applied to a neighbour to secure some of our furniture, who refused; to a second, who consented; but another shrewdly remarking that he would run a hazard of having his own house burnt, a denial was the consequence. A third request was made, but cut short with a No. The fourth man consented, and we emptied the house into his house and barn. Before night, however, he caught the terror of the neighbourhood, and ordered the principal part of the furniture back, and we were obliged to obey.

At midnight I could see from my house the flames of Bordesley hall rise with dreadful aspect. I learned that after I quitted Birmingham the mob had attacked my house there three times. My son bought them off repeatedly; but in the fourth, which began about nine at night, they laboured till eight the next morning, when they had so completely ravaged my dwelling, that I write this narrative in a house without furniture, without roof, door, chimney-piece, window, or window-frame. During this interval of eleven hours, a lighted candle was brought four times, with intent to fire the house, but, by some humane foot, it was kicked out. At my return I found a large heap of shavings, chips, and faggots, covered with about three hundredweight of coal in an under kitchen, ready for lighting.

The different pieces of furniture were hoisted to the upper windows to complete their destruction; and those pieces which survived the fall, were dashed to atoms by three bludgeoners stationed below for that service. Flushed with this triumphant exercise of lawless power, the words, 'Down with the Court of Conscience!' 'No more ale scores to be paid,' were repeated. A gentleman remarked to the grand slaughterers of my goods, 'You'll be hanged, as the rioters were in 1780.' 'O, damn him,' was the reply, 'he made me pay fifteen shillings in the Court of conscience.' This remark was probably true, for that diabolical character which could employ itself in such base work, was very likely to cheat another of fifteen shillings, and I just as likely to prevent him.

Burning Mr. Ryland's house at Easy Hill, Mr. Taylor's at Bordesley, and the destruction of mine at Birmingham, were the work of Friday the 15th.

Saturday the 16th was ushered in with fresh calamities to myself. The triumphant mob, at four in the morning, attacked my premises at Bennet's Hill, and threw out the furniture I had tried to save. It was consumed in three fires, the marks of which remain, and the house expired in one vast blaze. The women were as alert as the men. One female, who had stolen some of the property, carried it home while the house was in flames; but returning, saw the coach-house and stables unhurt, and exclaimed, with the decisive tone of an Amazon, 'Damn the coach-house, is not that down yet? We will not do our work by halves!' she instantly brought a lighted faggot from the building, set fire to the coach-house, and reduced the whole to ashes.

The beautiful and costly mansion of George Humphrys, Esq., was the next victim. He had prepared for a vigorous defence, and would most certainly have been victorious, for he had none but rank cowards to contend with, but female fears overbalanced manly courage. One pistol, charged with powder, sent them away; and though they returned in greater numbers, one blunderbuss would have banished them for ever. His house was sacked, and the internal parts destroyed.

The next sacrifice was the house of William Russell, Esq., at Showell Green. He had prepared men, arms, ammunition, and a determined resolution for defence; but, finding his auxiliaries rotten, he gave up his house and its contents to the flames.

The house of Thomas Russell, Esq., and that of Mr. Hawkes, at Moseley-Wake Green, were the next attacked. They were plundered and greatly injured, but not burnt. To be a Dissenter was a crime not to be forgiven, but a rich Dissenter merited the extreme of vengeance.

Moseley Hall, the property of John Taylor, Esq., and inhabited by Lady Carhampton, mother to the Duchess of Cumberland, was not to be missed. Neither the years of this lady, being blind with age, nor her alliance to the Crown, were able to protect it. She was ordered by the mob to remover her furniture, and told, if she wanted help, they would assist her; but that the mansion must not stand. She was therefore, like Lot, hastened away before the flames arose, but not by angels.

As riches could not save a man, neither could poverty. The mob next fell upon a poor, but sensible Presbyterian parson, the Rev. John Hobson, of Balsall Heath, and burnt his all.

From the house of Mr. Hobson, the intoxicated crew proceeded to that of William Piddock, at King's Heath, inhabited by an inoffensive blind man, John Harwood, a Baptist; and this ended their work on Saturday the 16th, in which were destroyed eight houses, exclusive of Mr. Coates's, which was plundered and damaged.

Some of the nobility, justices, and gentlemen arrived this day, sat in council, drank their wine, harangued the mobs wished them to desist, told them what mischief they had done, which they already knew; and that they had done enough, which they did not believe; but not one word of fire-arms, a fatal proof that pacific measures were adopted. To tell a mob 'They have done enough,' supposes that something ought to have been done. A clear ratification of part at least of their proceedings.

On this day some curious advertisements appeared. I shall insert one or two for the dastardly spirit they exhibit; another for its singular composition.

'Birmingham, July 16, 1791.

'FRIENDS AND FELLOW COUNTRYMEN, - It is earnestly requested that every true friend to the Church of England, and to the laws of his country, will reflect how much a continuance of the present proceedings must injure that church and that King they are intended to support, and how highly unlawful it is to destroy the rights and property of any of our neighbours. And all true friends to the town and trade of Birmingham, in particular, are intreated to forbear immediately from all riotous and violent proceedings, dispersing and returning peaceably to their callings, as the only way to do credit to themselves and their cause, and to promote the peace, happiness, and prosperity of this great and flourishing town.'

'Birmingham, Sunday, July 17, 1791.

'Important Information to the friends of Church and King.

'FRIENDS AND BROTHER CHURCHMEN, - Being convinced you are unacquainted that the great losses which are sustained by your burning and destroying of the houses of so many individuals will eventually fall upon the county at large, and not upon the persons to whom they belonged, we feel it our duty to inform you that the damage already done, upon the best calculation that can be made, will amount to upwards of One Hundred Thousand Pounds! The whole of which enormous sum will be charged upon the respective parishes, and paid out of the rates. We therefore, as your friends, conjure you immediately to desist from the destruction of any more houses, otherwise the very proceedings of your zeal for showing your attachment to your church and King will eventually be the means of most seriously injuring innumerable families, who are hearty supporters of government, and bring on an addition of taxes, which yourselves and the rest of the friends of the Church will feel a very grievous burthen.

'This we assure you was the case in London, when there were so many houses and public buildings burnt and destroyed in the year 1780, and you may rely upon it will be the case on the present occasion.

'And we must observe to you that any farther violent proceedings will more offend your King and country than serve the cause of him and the Church.

'Fellow Countrymen, as you love your King, regard his Law, and Restore Peace.

'GOD SAVE THE KING.'

. . .

Inquiries were made every moment, 'When will the military arrive to defend us?' but not one thought occurred of defending ourselves. Such is the infatuation of the mind, and such the consequence when mobs are masters.

With regard to myself, I felt more resentment than fear; and would most willingly have made one, even of a small number, to arm and face them. My family, however, would not suffer me to stay in Birmingham, and I was, on Saturday morning, the 16th, obliged to run away like a thief, and hide myself from the world. I had injured no man, and yet durst not face man. I had spent a life in distributing justice to others, and now wanted it myself. However fond of home, and whatever were my comforts there, I was obliged, with my family, to throw myself upon the world without money in my pocket.

We stopped at Sutton Coldfield, and as we had no abode, took apartments for the summer. Here I fell into company with a clergyman, a lawyer, a country squire, and two other persons, who all lamented the proceedings at Birmingham, perhaps through fear, they being in its vicinity, and blamed Dr. Priestley as the cause. I asked what he had done? 'He has written such letters! Besides, what shameful healths were drank at the hotel.' As I was not at the dinner, I could not speak of the healths; but I replied, 'If the Doctor, or any one else, had broken the laws of his country, those laws were open to punish him, but the present mode of revenge was detested even by savages.' We left our argument, as arguments are usually left by disputants, where we found it.

I asked the people at the Castle Inn whether they knew me. They answered in the negative. I had now a most painful task to undergo. 'Though I have entered your house,' said I, 'as a common guest, I am a desolate wanderer, without money to pay or property to pledge.' The man who had paid his bills during sixty-eight years must have been sensibly touched to make this declaration. If he had feelings, it would call them forth. Their countenance fell on hearing it. I farther told them I was known to Mr Robert Bage, a gentleman of the neighbourhood, whom I would request to pay my bill. My credit rose in proportion to the value of the name mentioned. Myself, my wife, son, and daughter passed the night at the Castle at Tamworth. We now entered upon Sunday, the 17th. I rose early, not from sleep, but from bed. The lively sky and bright sun seemed to rejoice the whole creation, and dispel every gloom but mine. I could see through the eye of every face that serenity of mind which I had lost.

As the storm in Birmingham was too violent to last, it seemed prudent to be near the place, that I might embrace the first opportunity of protecting the wreck of a shattered fortune. We moved to Castle Bromwich.

Ranting, roaring, drinking, burning, is a life of too much rapidity for the human frame to support. Our black sovereigns had now held it nearly three days and nights, when nature called for rest; and the bright morning displayed the fields, roads, and hedges, lined with friends and brother Churchmen dead drunk. There were, however, enough awake to kindle new fires. On Sunday, the 17th, they bent their course to Wharstock, a single house, inhabited by Mr. Cox, and licensed for public worship, which, after emptying the cellar, they burnt.

Penetrating one mile farther, they arrived at Kingswood Meeting House, which they laid in ashes. This solitary place had fallen by the hand of violence in the beginning of George the First, for which a person of the name of Dollax was executed, and from him it acquired the name of St. Dollax, which it still bears. He was the first person who suffered after passing the Riot Act.

Three hundred yards beyond, they arrived at the parsonage-house, which underwent the same fate.

Perhaps they found the parish of King's Norton too barren to support a mob in affluence; for they returned towards Birmingham, which, though dreadfully sacked, yet was better furnished with money, strong liquors, and various other property. King's Norton is an extensive manor belonging to the king, whose name they were advancing upon the walls, whose honour they were augmenting by burning three places of worship in his manor, and by destroying nine houses, the property of his peaceable tenants.

The Wedensbury colliers now assembled in a body, and marched into Birmingham to join their brethren under Church and King; but, finding no mob in the town, they durst not venture upon an attack, but retreated in disappointment. As they could not, however, return with a safe conscience without mischief, they attacked Mr. Male's house, at Belle Vue, six miles from the town; but he, with that spirit which ought to have animated us, beat them off. While I was hidden at Castle Bromwich, a gentleman sent up his compliments and requested admission. We appeared personal strangers. He expressed a sorrow for my misfortunes, and observed, in the course of our conversation, 'that as I was obliged to leave home abruptly, and had uncertainty before me, perhaps I was not supplied with a sufficiency of cash; that he was returning from a journey, and had not much left, but that what he and his servant had was at my service, and tomorrow he would send him with whatever sum I should name.' Surprised at so singular a kindness, which I could neither merit nor expect, I requested the name of the person to whom I was indebted for so benevolent an act. He replied, 'John Finch, banker, of Dudley.' Those generous traits of character fictitiously ascribed to heroes of romance were realized in this gentleman. With sorrow I read in the public papers, in December following, the death of this worthy man, whom I never saw before or after. I could not refrain from going to take a view of my house at Bennet's Hill, above three miles distant from Castle Bromwich. Upon Washwood Heath I met four waggons, loaded with Lady Carhampton's furniture, attended by a body of rioters, with their usual arms, as protectors. I passed through the midst of them, was known, and insulted, but kept a sullen silence. The stupid dunces vociferated, 'No popery! Down with the pope!' forgetting that Presbyterians were never remarkable for favouring the religion of that potentate. In this instance, however, they were ignorantly right; for I consider myself a true friend to the roman catholic, and to every peaceable profession, but not to the spiritual power of any; for this, instead of humanizing the mind, and drawing the affections of one man towards another, has bound the world in fetters, and set at variance those who were friends.

I saw the ruins yet burning of that once-happy spot, which had for many years been my calm retreat - the scene of contemplation, of domestic felicity - the source of health and contentment. Here I had consulted the dead, and attempted to amuse the living. Here I had exchanged the world for my little family.

Perhaps fifty people were enjoying themselves upon those ruins where I had possessed an exclusive right, but I was now viewed as an intruder. The prejudiced vulgar, who never inquire into causes and effects, or the true state of things, fix the idea of criminality upon the man who is borne down by the crowd, and every foot is elevated to kick him. My premises, laid open by ferocious authority, were free to every trespasser, and I was the only person who did not rejoice in the ruins. It was not possible to retreat from that favourite place without a gloom upon the mind, which was the result of ill-treatment by power without right. This excited a contempt of the world.

Returning to Castle Bromwich, the same rioters were at the door of the inn, and I durst not enter. Thus the man who, for misconduct, merited the halter, could face the world; and I, who had not offended, was obliged to skulk behind hedges. Night came on. The inhabitants of the village surrounded me, and seemed alarmed. They told me it was dangerous to stay among them, and advised me, for my own safety, to retreat to Stonnal. Thus I found it as difficult to procure an asylum for myself as, two days before, I had done for my goods. I was avoided as a pestilence; the waves of sorrow rolled over me, and beat me down with multiplied force; every one came heavier than the last. My children were distressed. My wife, through long affliction, ready to quit my own arms for those of death; and I myself reduced to the sad necessity of humbly begging a draught of water at a cottage! What a reverse of situation! How thin the barriers between affluence and poverty! By the smiles of the inhabitants of Birmingham I acquired a fortune; by an astonishing defect in our police I lost it. In the morning of the 15th I was a rich man; in the evening I was ruined. At ten at night on the 17th I might have been found leaning on a mile-stone upon Sutton Coldfield, without food, without home, without money, and, what is the last resort of the wretched, without hope. What had I done to merit this severe calamity? Why did not I stay at home, oppose the villains at my own door, and sell my life at the dearest rate? I could have destroyed several before I had fallen myself. This may be counted rash; but unmerited distress like mine could operate but two ways - a man must either sink under it or become desperate.

While surrounded by the gloom of night, and the still greater gloom which oppressed the mind, a person seemed to hover about me who had evidently some design. Whether an honest man or a knave gave me no concern; for I had nothing to lose but life, which I esteemed of little value. He approached nearer with seeming diffidence, 'Sir, is not your name Hutton?' 'Yes.' 'I have good news. The light-horse, some time ago, passed through Sutton, in their way to Birmingham.' As I had been treated with nine falsehoods for one truth, I asked his authority. He replied, 'I saw them.' This arrival I knew would put a period to plunder. The inhabitants of Birmingham received them with open arms, with illuminations, and viewed them as their deliverers.

We left the mob towards evening on Sunday the 17th returning from King's Norton. They cast a glance upon the well-stored cellar, and valuable plunder, of Edgbaston Hall, the residence of Dr. Withering, who perhaps never heard a Presbyterian sermon, and yet is as amiable a character as he who has. Before their work was completed, the words lighthorse sounded in their ears; when this formidable banditti mouldered away, no soul knew how, and not a shadow of it could be found.

Exclusive of the devastations above-mentioned, the rabble did numberless mischiefs. The lower class among us, long inured to fire, had now treated themselves with a full regale of their favourite element. If their teachers are faithful to their trust, they will present to their idea another powerful flame in reversion.

. . .

Next morning, Monday the 18th, I returned to Birmingham to be treated with the sad spectacle of another house in ruins. Every part of the mutilated building declared that the hand of violence had been there.

My friends received me with joy; and though they had not fought for me, they had been assiduous in securing some of my property, which, I was told, 'had paved half the streets in Birmingham.'

Seventeen of my friends offered me their own houses; sixteen of them were of the Established Church, which indicates that I never was a party man. Our cabinets being rifled, papers against Government were eagerly sought after; but the invidious seeker forgot that such papers are not in use among the Dissenters. Instead, however, of finding treasonable papers I mine, they found one of my teeth wrapped in writing paper, and inscribed 'This tooth was destroyed by a tough crust July 12, 1775, after a faithful service of more than fifty years. I have only thirty-one left.' The prize was proclaimed the former property of a king, and was conducted into the London papers, in which the world was told, 'that the antiquaries had sustained an irreparable injury; for one of the sufferers in the late riots had lost a tooth of Richard the Third, found in Bosworth Field, and valued at 300l.'

Some of the rioters absconded. A thousand might have been taken if taking had been the fashion, but the taker had every obstacle to encounter. As their crimes glared in the strong light of the sun, or rather the fire, the actors were generally known, and the proofs full. Fifteen were committed. Their trials were a mere farce, a joke upon justice and truly laughable. It is a common remark, that 'a man will catch at a twig to save his life;' but here the culprit had no need to seek for a twig, he might be saved by a straw, a thread, or even by the string of a spider. Every assistance was thrown out, and every one was able to bring a rioter out of danger.

The Solicitor of the Treasury was sent from London to conduct the trials of the rioters. He treated me with civility, and said, 'If Mr. Ryland and I would go to his lodgings at Warwick next Sunday morning at ten, he would show us a list of the jury, and we should select twelve names to our satisfaction.' I thanked him, and took the journey accordingly. Upon perusing the list, I was surprised to find they had but ONE sentiment. I returned the paper with an air of disappointment. 'They are all of a sort,' said I, 'you may take which you please.' At that moment John Brooke, the true blue church and King's man, and the attorney employed against the sufferers, entered, and as silently as if he had listened behind the door. He had, no doubt, fabricated the list. We instantly retreated.

Rice's case has been mentioned. Another was saved, because he went to serve the sufferer. Whenever the offender procured a character, and one may be picked up in every street, he was sure to be safe. The common crier rang his bell while Mr. Ryland's house was in flames, to call on the mob; but at the trial 'he did it to call them off.' Another was charged with 'pulling down and destroying,' but as the house was afterwards burnt, it was wisely inferred 'he could neither pull down nor destroy that which was burnt.'

It was proved against Hands, 'that he tore up Mr. Ryland's floor and burnt it;' but he got clear by another attesting that there was no floor. Careless stole the pigs, which every one believed, but he was acquitted by his sister swearing that 'he drove them out to save them.' Watkins escaped, because the evidence could not tell the number of the rioters. Four witnesses, perfectly clear and consistent, accused Whitehead, but he was acquitted by the evidence of one only, James Mould, who denied all they had said, and observed, 'that Whitehead did all he could to save my property.' The real fact was, I hired Mould, with nine others to guard my house at Bennett's Hill, on Friday night. When the riots were over, he was the man who informed against Whitehead as a ringleader, described his person, name, trade, and place of abode; consequently was the sole cause of his being taken. If, however, he swore him into danger, he was allowed to swear him out. How the Court looked, and how the jury felt when facts were set aside, and oaths and characters too their place, I leave to those who were present to decide. . . .Three criminals were executed; Cook for destroying the house of Mr. Russell; Field for that of Mr. Taylor; and Green for Dr. Priestley's. Mr. Russell would have solicited a pardon for Cook, but found his character so notoriously bad, that there was no ground for his plea. Those of Field and Green are better known to others than myself; they were represented as infernals let loose among men. The world will be apt to draw this conclusion, None were executed for the riots.

. . .

Although the public are in possession of the toasts drunk at the hotel, I shall subjoin them, that the people both in and out of Sutton may judge how far they were shameful. The company, out of respect to monarchy, had procured from an ingenious artist three figures, which were placed upon the table. One, a fine medallion of the king, encircled with glory, on his right an emblematical figure, representing British Liberty; on the left, another representing Gallic Slavery breaking its chains. These innocent and loyal devices were ruinous; for a spy, whom I well know, was sent into the room, and assured the people without, 'that the Revolutionists had cut off the king's head, and placed it on the table.' Thus a man with a keen belief, like one with a keen appetite, is able to swallow the grossest absurdities.

1. The King and Constitution.

2. The National Assembly and Patriots of France, whose virtue and wisdom have raised twenty-six millions from the meanest condition of despotism, to the dignity and happiness of freemen.

3. The majesty of the People.

4. May the Constitution of France be rendered perfect and perpetual.

5. May Great Britain, France, and Ireland unite in perpetual friendship; and may their only rivalship be the extension of peace and liberty, wisdom and virtue.

6. The rights of man. May all nations have the wisdom to understand, and courage to assert and defend them.

7. The true friends of the Constitution of this country, who wish to preserve its spirit by correcting its abuses.

8. May the people of England never cease to remonstrate till their parliament becomes a true national representation.

9. The Prince of Wales.

10. The United States of America; may they for ever enjoy the liberty which they so honourably acquired.

11. May the revolution in Poland prove the harbinger of a more perfect system of liberty extending to that great kingdom.

12. May the nations of Europe become so enlightened as never more to be deluded into savage wars by the ambition of their rulers.13. May the sword never be unsheathed but for the defence and liberty of our country; and then, may every one cast away the scabbard till the people are safe and free.

14. To the glorious memory of Hampden, Sidney, and other heroes of all ages and nations, who have fought and bled for liberty.

15. To the memory of Dr. Price, and all those illustrious sages who have enlightened mankind in the true principles of civil society.16. Peace and goodwill to all mankind.17. Prosperity to the town of Birmingham.

18. A happy meeting to the friends of liberty on the 14th of July, 1792.

The sum total of the above toasts amounts to this, a solicitude for the perfect freedom of man, arising from a love to the species. If I were required to explain the words freedom and liberty in their full extent, I should answer in these simple words, that each individual think and act as he please, provided no other is injured.

. . .

We have now taken a concise view of the rise and progress of a species of punishment inflicted on innocence, which would have been insufferable for the greatest enormities; and with a tear I record the sorrowful thought that there appeared afterwards no more repentance on one side than there had been faults on the other.

End of the narrative of the riots of July, 1791.

Written in August that year.
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Key Points -

The boom in industry and commerce grew apace through the Victorian period. Because of the innovativeness of its entrepreneurs and the flexibility of its workforce Birmingham became the City of a Thousand Trades, the Workshop of the World, indisputably Britain’s Second City. Much of the centre became crowded with dreadful slums and the inherent problems of poverty, although this was also the era when public authorities took responsibility for social matters. Slum clearance began, as well as the provision of public services such as water, sewerage, education, libraries, open spaces. Many public buildings were erected; a large number of churches were built. The area within the present inner ring road was built up and still expanding by the end of the 19th century; much of the middle ring of the present city was still rural although housing for the better-off and the wealthy developed around old village centres, especially as railways allowed access to an increasingly wider area.

After the Little Ice Age 1550-1850 the climate warmed up for over 100 years to c1950. Although the earth seems now to be in a long-term stage of cooling, this appears to be counteracted by the effects of human activity in respect of global warming.

(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Skipp 1983)

Victorian Population

1086
  c50 estimated Domesday population of Birmingham manor

1550
 c1500 estimated inhabitants

1650
 c5000 estimated

1750
  23 688 estimated

1770
  30 804 estimated

1801
  73 670 first census

1811
  85 753 census

1821
 106 222 census

1831
 174 378 census

1841
 228 640 census

1851
 294 122 census

1861
 391 071 census

1871
 483 785 census

1881
 602 079 census

1891
 679 450 census

1901
 744 973 census

1961
1 107 187 census

NOTES

Boundary changes mean that the figures are roughly though not strictly comparable.

Like many towns in the 19th-century Birmingham’s population grew very rapidly. Much of the increase was due to immigration from surrounding counties but people came from as far afield as the north of England, Wales, East Anglia and London. However, although the death rate was above the national average the birth rate was higher still.

A Jewish community had existed here certainly since 1751; by 1851 they were 1% of the population and came largely from Germany, Poland and Russia.

Before 1830 Irish immigrants were rare, but with famine in Ireland from 1846 a population of 4% existed by 1851 and continued to grow.

By 1861 Birmingham had overtaken Manchester to become the 3rd largest city in Britain; by 1881 it had overtaken Liverpool to become the 2nd largest city, a position held ever since.

Victorian Maps

This is a period with abundant maps, especially of central Birmingham although good surveys exist for all areas; the first Ordnance Survey maps were published 1834. All maps are available in Birmingham Reference Library Local Studies Department.

John Kempson’s map of the town of Birmingham 1808 and 1819 was based on John Snape’s 1779 map and made for Birmingham Streets Commissioners.

Early in the century James Sherriff produced a map of 25 miles around Birmingham.

See also C & J Greenwood’s map of Warwickshire.

J Piggott Smith the Borough Surveyor produced extremely detailed maps of the town 1825, 1855; his successor William Till produced borough maps 1873, 1885, 1892. Ackerman’s Perspective 1842 is a very interesting aerial drawing of the town.

Detailed tithe maps exist of the Birmingham manors and may be used in conjunction with lists of landowners: Aston 1845, Birmingham, 1848, Erdington, 1852, Elmdon 1839, Handsworth, 1843, Kings Norton 1840, Northfield 1839, Ridgacre (Quinton) 1844, Sheldon 1840, Warley 1845, Yardley 1843/ 7.

See John Carey for strip maps of the post roads 1754-1835.

And the maps of the Report of the Boundaries Commission 1837.

The Ordnance Survey 1 inch series began 1834 and revised editions were published roughly every 30 years; 1:500 very detailed maps of the urban area were published 1888-90; the 6 inch series was published 1884-90, 1904-06, 1913-16, 1924; the 25 inch 1880, 1904, 1916, 1938; the 50 inch every ten years since the 1950s.

There is a profusion of 19th-century maps of what is now the town centre. The present suburban area is often covered incidentally beyond the town on Birmingham maps or at a smaller scale on Warwickshire maps: Robins 1820, Beilby Knot & Beilby 1824, Gillies 1822, Drake 1832, Dawson 1832, Arrowsmith 1834, Dower 1835, Henshall & Robinson 1838, maps in Allen’s Pictorial Guide 1852, Davies 1858, Granger 1860?, Smith & Cornish 1860, The Boundary Commission Map 1868, Davies’s Post Office Map 1970, Tram, Bus and Railway Guide 1886-7, Goad’s Insurance Map (very detailed) 1889, City Map 1889, Birmingham Plan (4 inch:1 mile) 1896, Murray’s Warwickshire 1899, Stilgoe 1912, Goad’s Insurance map 1926.
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Local Government in Birmingham

By the 18th century a muddle of administration comprising manorial courts, parish vestries and medieval corporations was failing to cater for the needs of many developing towns. It was therefore made possible to enact a bill in parliament to enable local property-owners to vote for a group of officials known as Streets Commissioners or Improvement Commissioners initially with limited powers to oversee the maintenance of local streets. In 1769 A Bill for laying Open and widening certain ways and Passages within the Town of Birmingham; and for Cleansing and Lighting the Streets, Lanes, Ways and Passages there; and for removing and preventing Nuisances and Obstructions therein' was passed which set up what was effectively the predecessor of the Town Council. The Streets Commissioners continually widened their brief to control of the markets, the building of local offices and the Town Hall.

(See Alexis de Tocqueville )

The Charter of Incorporation was signed by Queen Victoria 31 October 1838 with elections taking place 26 December for 16 aldermen and 48 councillors in 13 wards to make up the first Town Council. William Scholefield was Birmingham's first Mayor. On 14 January 1889 city status was conferred. The office of Lord Mayor was conferred 1896 and Sir James Smith was appointed as the City's first Lord Mayor 3 June 1896.

After referendums the districts of Balsall Heath, Harborne, Saltley and Little Bromwich joined the City 9 November 1891. Quinton became part of Birmingham 9 November 1909 and by the Greater Birmingham Scheme 1911 the Borough of Aston Manor, the Urban Districts of Handsworth and Erdington, part of the Urban District of Kings Norton & Northfield and the Rural District of Yardley also became part of the City. Part of the Urban District of Perry Barr was added 1 April 1928 and parts of the Parishes of Solihull, Castle Bromwich, Minworth and Sheldon 1 April 1931. By 1972 39 wards were each represented by an alderman and 3 councillors, 156 in total. With the re-organisation of local government 1974 the City of Birmingham combined with the Borough of Sutton Coldfield to form Birmingham Metropolitan District Council, known as Birmingham City Council from 1 July 1986, with 42 wards (reduced to 39 1982) with 3 councillors each.

Part of Bromsgrove District known as Frankley and Kitwell became part of the City 1 April 1995.

Mayors of Birmingham  1838-1895

1838 William Scholefield

1839-1840 Philip Henry Muntz

1841 Samuel Beale

1842 James James

1843 Thomas Weston

1844 Thomas Philips

1845 Henry Smith

1846 Robert Martineau

1847 Charles Geach

1848 Samuel Thornton

1849-1850 William Lucy

1851 Henry Smith

1852 Henry Hawkes

1853 James Baldwin

1854 John Palmer

1855 T R T Hodgson

1856-1857 John Ratcliff

1858 John Ratcliff

1859 Thomas Lloyd

1860 Arthur Ryland

1861 Henry Manton

1862 Charles Sturge

1863 William Holliday

1864 Henry Wiggin

1865 Edwin Yates

1866 George Dixon

1867 Thomas Avery

1868 Henry Holland

1869 Thomas Prime

1870 G Braithwaite Lloyd

1871 John Sadler

1872 Ambrose Biggs

1873-1874-1875 Joseph Chamberlain

1876 George Baker

1877 William Kenrick

1878 Jesse Collings

1879-1880 Richard Chamberlain

1881 Thomas Avery

1882 William White

1883 William Cook

1884-1885 Thomas Martineau

1886 Thomas Martineau

1887 Maurice Pollack

1888 Richard Cadbury Barrow

1889-90 Francis Corder Clayton

1891-2 Edward Lawley Parker

1893 George James Johnson

1894 Thomas Stratton Fallows

1895 James Smith

Lord Mayors of the City of Birmingham  1896-1974

1896 James Smith

1897-1898-1899 Charles Gabriel Beale

1900 Samuel Edwards

1901 John Henry Lloyd

1902 Hallewell Rogers

1903 Hallewell Rogers

1904 Rowland Hill Berkeley

1905 Charles Gabriel Beale

1905 Alfred John Reynolds

1906-1907 Henry James Sayer

1908 George Hamilton Kenrick

1909 William Henry Bowater

1910-1911 William Henry Bowater

191l -1912 William Henry Bowater

1912-1913 Ernest Martineau

1913-1914 Ernest Martineau

1914 William Henry Bowater

1914-1915 William Henry Bowater

1915-1916 Arthur Neville Chamberlain

1916-1917 Arthur Neville Chamberlain

1917 Arthur David Brooks

1917-1918 Arthur David Brooks

1918-1919 David Brooks

1919-1920 William Adlington Cadbury

1920-1921 William Adlington Cadbury

1921-1922 David Davis

1922-1923 David Davis

1923-1924 Thomas Oswald Williams

1924-1925 Percival Bower

1925-1926 Percival Bower

1926-1927 Alfred Henry James

1927-1928 Alfred Henry James

1928-1929 Wilfred Byng Kenrick

1929-1930 Martin Lewis Lancaster

1930-1931 Walter Willis Saunders

1931-1932 John Bedford Burman

1932-1933 Horace Edward Goodby

1933-1934 Horace Edward Goodby

1934-1935 Samuel John Grey

1935-1936 Samuel John Grey

1936-1937 Harold Roberts

1937-1938 Ernest Robert Canning

1938-1939 James Crump

1939-1940 Theodore Beal Prichett

1940-1941 Wilfrid Martineau

1941-1942 Norman Tiptaft

1942-1943 Walter Samuel Lewis

1943-1944 Lionel George Helmore Alldridge

1944-1945 William Theophilus Wiggins-Davis

1945-1946 Alan Stewart Giles

1946-1947 Albert Frederick Bradbeer

1947-1948 John Charles Burman

1948-1949 John Charles Burman

1949-1950 Hubert Humphreys

1950-1951 Alfred Paddon-Smith

1951-1952 Ralph Cyril Yates

1952-1953 William Tegfryn Bowen

1953-1954 George Henry Wilson Griffith

1954-1955 Joseph Reginald Balmer

1955-1956 Arthur Lummis Gibson

1956-1957 Ernest William Apps

1957-1958 John Joseph Grogan

1958-1959 Donald Johnstone

1959-1960 John Henry Lewis

1960-1961 Garnet Benjamin Boughton

1961-1962 Eric Edward Mole

1962-1963 Ernest Walter Horton

1963-1964 Louis Glass

1964-1965 Frank Leslie Price

1965-1966 George Corbyn Barrow

1966-1967 Harold Edward Tyler

1967-1968 James Stephen Meadows

1968-1969 Charles Valentine George Simpson

1969-1970 Neville Bruce Alfred Bosworth

1970-1971 Stanley Bleyer

1971-1972 Victor Ernest Turton

1972-1973 Frederick Thomas Duncan Hall

1973-1974 Marjorie Alice Brown

Lord Mayors 1974 - 

1974 Marjorie Alice Brown

1974-1975 Eric James Eames

1975-1976 Albert Leslie Samuel Jackson

1976-1977 Harold Powell

1977-1978 Freda Mary Cocks

1978-1979 Edward Frederick Hanson

1979-1980 George Canning

1980-1981 Joseph Morris Bailey

1981-1982 Kenneth Benjamin Barton

1982-1983 Peter Hollingworth

1983-1984 William John Hele Sowton

1984-1985 Reginald John Hales

1985-1986 Frank William Carter

1986-1987 Alan Denis Martineau

1987-1988 Frederick James Grattidge

1988-1989 Harold Charles Blumenthal

1989-1990 Frederick John Chapman

1990-1991 Bernard Philip Zissman

1991-1992 William Henry Turner

1992-1993 Peter James Philip Barwell

1993-1994 Paul Tilsley

1994-1995 Richard Knowles

1995-1996 David Roy

1996-1997 Marion Arnott-Job

1997-1998 Sybil Spence

1998-1999 Susan Anderson

1999-2000 Ian McArdle

2000-2001 Theresa Stewart

2001-2002 Jim Whorwood

2002-2003 Mahmood Hussain

2003-2004 John Alden

2004-2005 Mike Nangle

2005-2006 John Hood

Mayors of the Borough of Sutton Coldfield
1886-1890 J B Stone 

1890-1891 A H Evans

1891-1892 J T Glove

1892-1893 J Conchar

1893-1894 E W Walters

1894-1896 W J Seal

1896-1897 F W Brampton

1897-1898 A L Crockford

1898-1900 S C Emery

1900-1902 J T Glover

1902-1903 C Vale

1903-1906 R D Sadler

1906-1907 Joseph Appleby

1907-1908 William Randle

1908-1909 John Norris

1909-1912 T H Cartwright

1912-1913 C F Fiddian-Green

1913-1916 J H Parkes

1916-1920 W J Seal

1920-1921 G E Pearson

1921-1922 G R Hooper

1922-1925 W T Harrison

1925-1927 H E Beach

1927-1929 T W Lawrence

1929-1931 Joseph A Oldbury

1931-1933 J Percival Britton

1933-1935 A E Terry

1935-1937 W A Perry

1937-1938 W Bigwood

1938-1940 James J Ogley

1940-1942 Walter Cobb

1942-1943 William Moss

1943-1944 WE Lawley

1944-1945 F W Terry

1945-1946 John W Mayall

1946-1947 Kate M Garrard

1947-1949 Claude H Dainty

1949-1950 Hubert Hothersall

1950-1951 H H Keyse

1951-1952 A G B Owen

1952-1953 W F Taylor

1953-1954 C Stephens

1954-1955 S G Brown

1955-1956 H H Turner

1956-1957 B H Hunt

1957-1958 K E Smith

1958-1959 M L Grounds

1959-1960 Arthur Gundy

1960-1961 John J Potter

1961-1962 Douglas V Smallwood

1962-1963 F Brassington

1963-1964 Cecil H Smith

1964-1965 CF Beaumont Edmonds

1965-1966 S C Rawlings

1966-1967 H Herringshaw

1967-1968 F E Whitfield

1968-1969 R H Phillips

1969-1970 J H Hamilton

1970-1971 H J C Musgrave

1971-1972 E E Dunnett

1972-1973 M E Carpenter

1973-1974 D W Mills
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Victorian - The Birmingham Journal 182?
   
Victorian - Alexis de Tocqueville’s visit 1835
   
Victorian - Andrew Carnegie’s Visit 1833
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Victorian - Hugh Miller’s first impressions 1847
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James Dobbs’ ‘I Can’t Find Brummagem’

Contemporary Victorian Documentary Evidence
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Birmingham comedian, James Dobbs wrote this song 1828,

I Can’t Find Brummagem, sung to the Tune ‘Rob Roy McGregor O!’

Full twenty years, and more, are past

  Since I left Brummagem,

But I set out for home at last,

  To good old Brummagem.

But every place is altered so,

  There’s hardly a single place I know;

And it fills my heart with grief and woe,

  For I can’t find Brummagem.

As I walked down our street,

  As used to be in Brummagem,

I know’d nobody I did meet;

  They change their faces in Brummagem.

Poor old Spiceal Street’s half gone,

  And the poor old Church stands all alone,

And poor old I stand here to groan,

  For I can’t find Brummagem.

But ‘mongst the changes we have got,

  In good old Brummagem,

They’ve made a market of the Mott (moat)

  To sell the pigs in Brummagem.

But what has brought us most ill luck,

  They’ve filled up poor old Pudding Brook,

Where in the muck I’ve often stuck

  Catching jackbanils (sticklebacks) near Brummagem.

But what’s more melancholy still

  For poor old Brummagem,

They’ve taken away all Newhall-hill,

  Poor old Brummagem!

At Easter time, girls fair and brown,

  Used to come roly-poly down,

And show’d their legs to half the town,

  Oh! the good old sights of Brummagem.

Down Peck Lane I walked alone

  To find out Brummagem,

There was a dungil (dungeon) down and gone!

  What no rogues in Brummagem?

They’ve taken it to the street called Moor,

  A sign that rogues they get no fewer,

The rogues won’t like to go there I’m sure,

  While Peck Lane’s in Brummagem.

I remember one John Growse,

  A buckle-maker in Brummagem:

He built himself a country house

  To be out of the smoke of Brummagem:

But though John’s country house stands still,

  The town itself has walked up hill.

Now he lives beside a smoky mill

  In the middle of the streets of Brummagem.

Amongst the changes that abound

  In good old Brummagem,

May trade and happiness be found

  In good old Brummagem;

And though no Newhall-hill we’ve got,

  Nor Pudding Brook, nor any Mott,

May we always have enough to boil the pot

  In good old Brummagem.

(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Dent 1880)

Thomas Carlyle’s Visit 1824

Contemporary Victorian Documentary Evidence

Philosopher, Thomas Carlyle, stayed in Birmingham for a short time in 1824; and described the town to his brother John in a letter dated 10 August:

Birmingham I have now tried for a reasonable time, and I cannot complain of being tired of it. As a town it is pitiful enough—a mean congeries of bricks, including one or two large capitalists, some hundreds of minor ones, and, perhaps, a hundred and twenty thousand sooty artisans in metals and chemical produce. The streets are ill-built, ill-paved, always flimsy in their aspect—often poor, sometimes miserable. Not above one or two of them are paved with flagstones at the sides; and to walk upon the little egg-shaped, slippery flints that supply their places is something like a penance. Yet withal it is interesting for some of the commons or lanes that spot and intersect the green, woody, undulating environs to view this city of Tubal Cain. Torrents of thick smoke, with ever and anon a burst of dingy flame, are issuing from a thousand funnels. 'A thousand hammers fall by turns.' You hear the clank of innumerable steam engines, the rumbling of cars and vans, and the hum of men interrupted by the sharper rattle of some canal boat loading or disloading, or, perhaps, some fierce explosion when the cannon founders [qy: the proof-house] are proving their new-made ware. I have seen their rolling-mills, their polishing of teapots, and buttons and gun-barrels, and fire-shovels, and swords, and all manner of toys and tackle. I have looked into their ironworks where 150,000 men are smelting the metal in a district a few miles to the north: their coal mines, fit image, of Arvenus; their tubes and vats, as large as country churches, full of copperas and aqua fortis and oil of vitroil; and the whole is not without its attractions, as well as repulsions, of which, when we meet, I will preach to you at large.

The Birmingham Journal 182?

Contemporary Victorian Documentary Evidence

The most unpeopled streets of a former period were now busy with life and bustling activity. From morning to night continually swept along them a busy tide, and trains of heavy carts extending for more than a mile, loaded with coal and lime, and bars of iron from the district around, stretched from one street to another and far beyond them. On market days there was great business and bustle. Crowds of country people gazing in at windows blocked up the narrow footway at the risk of being overturned or of danger to their limbs from handcarts and wheelbarrows rolling inside the kerbstone. Ballad singers and blind beggars swarmed at every corner. Here a brawl, the sequence of the sloppings from a trundled mop in the face of a passer-by. There a crowd round some baker’s horse with bread panniers occupying the breadth of the pathway and those within playing at pitch-loaf, to the danger of some unwary inhabitant. Heaps of coals lying upon the pavement from morning to night and mud heaps all around. Burly butchers and wily horse dealers wrangling with the country folks round droves of pigs and sheep and horses in New street nearly opposite the Hen & Chickens; and fights and runaway cattle in the Beast Market from High street to Dale End. Delighted groups of idle men and women and mischievous boys crowding round the Welsh cross hooting, and yelling, and pelting the unfortunate offender in the pillory with mud, bad eggs, and offensive garden stuff; or men and lads fighting dogs at the corner, got up impromptu, in defiance of the law.

Andrew Carnegie in Birmingham 1833

Contemporary Victorian Documentary Evidence

(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Carnegie 1833)

It has always been assumed that dirt and smoke are necessary evils in manufacturing towns, but the next generation will probably wonder how men could be induced to live under such disagreeable conditions. Many of us will live to see all the fuel which is now used in so thriftless a way converted into clean gas before it is fed to the furnaces, and thus consumed without poisoning the atmosphere with smoke, which involves at the same time so great a loss of carbon. Birmingham and Pittsburgh will some day rejoice in unsullied skies, and even London will be a clean city.

We spent the afternoon in Birmingham, and enjoyed a great treat in the Public Hall, in which there is one of the best organs of the world. It is played every Saturday by an eminent musician, admission free. This is one of the little - no, one of the great - things done for the masses in many cities in England, the afternoon of Saturday being kept as a holiday everywhere.

Here is the programme for Saturday, June 25:

Town Hall Organ Recital.

BY MR.STIMPSON.

FROM 3 TILL 4 O’CLOCK.

Programme for June 25, 1881:

1. Overture to a Midsummer Night’s Dream, Mendelsohn.

(It will only be necessary to state this descriptive Overture was written in Berlin, August 6, 1826. Shakespeare and Mendelsohn must have been kindred spirits, for surely no more poetic inspiration ever came from the pen of any musical composer than the Overture of the great German master.)

2. Romanza, Haydn.

(This charming Movement is taken from the Symphony which Haydn had written in 1786, for Paris, entitled 'La Reine de France,' And has been arranged for the organ by Mr. Best, of Liverpool.)

3. Offertoire, in F major, 










Batiste.

All the works of the French masters, Wely, Batiste, Guilmant, and Saint-Saens, if not severely classical, have a certain grace and charm which make them acceptable to even the most prejudiced admirers of the ancient masters: and this Offertoire of Batiste is one of the most popular of his compositions.)

4. Fugue in G minor, 










J.S.Bach.

(It may interest connoisseurs to know this grand Fugue was selected by the Umpires for the trial of skill when the present Organist of the Town Hall was elected.)

5. Jaglied (Hunting Song), 









Schumann.

6. Selection from the Opera 'Martha,' 








Flotow.

(The Opera from which this selection is taken was written in Vienna, in 1847, and, in conjunction with 'Stradella,' at once stamped the name of the author as one of the most popular of the dramatic composers of the present day.)

7. Dead March in Saul, Handel.

In Memoriam, Sir Josiah MASON.

Price One Halfpenny

The next Free Organ Recital will be given on July 2d,

AT THREE O’CLOCK.

A HISTORY of the TOWN HALL ORGAN (A new Edition, Revised and Enlarged,) by MR. STIMPSON,

Is now ready, and may be had in the Town Hall, and the Midland Educational Co.’s Warehouse, New Street.

NOTICE. - A box will be placed at each door to receive contributions, to defray the expenses of these Recitals.

The Prima Donna said she had never before heard an organ so grandly played, and she knows. The management of the left hand in the fugue she declared wonderful. It is best to give the best for the masses, even in music, the highest of our gifts. John Bright has made most of his speeches in this hall, but it is no longer large enough for Liberal demonstrations, and a much larger structure has been erected. . .

The eleven miles between Birmingham and Wolverhampton are nothing but one vast iron-working, coal-mining establishment. There is scarcely a blade of grass of any kind to be seen, and not one real clean pure blade did we see on our journey. It was Saturday afternoon and the mills were all idle, and the operatives thronged the villages through which we drove. O mills and furnaces and coal-pits and all the rest of you, you may be necessary, but you are no bonnie! Pittsburghers though many of us were, inured to smoke and dirt, we felt the change very deeply from the hedgerows, the green pastures, the wild flowers and the pretty clean cottages, and voted the district 'horrid.' Wolverhampton’s steeples soon came into sight, and we who had been there and could conjure up dear, honest kindly faces waiting to welcome us with warm hearts, were quite restored to our usual spirits, notwithstanding dirt and squalor. The sun of a warm welcome from friends gives many clouds a silver lining, and it did make the black country brighter.

HOME
HOME to VICTORIAN CONTENTS
Alexis de Tocqueville 1835 Journey to England
Contemporary Victorian Documentary Evidence

HOME
HOME to VICTORIAN CONTENTS
(Edited ***)

Birmingham (25th-30th June)

We found as much goodwill here as in London; but there is hardly any likeness between these two societies. These folk never have a minute to themselves. They work as if they must get rich by the evening and die the next day. They are generally very intelligent people, but intelligent in the American way. The town itself has no analogy with other English provincial towns; the whole place is made up out of streets like the Rue du Faubourg St-Antoine. It is an immense workshop, a huge forge, a vast shop. One only sees busy people and faces brown with smoke. One hears nothing but the sound of hammers and the whistle of steam escaping from boilers. One might be down a mine in the New World. Everything is black, dirty and obscure, although every instant it is winning silver and gold.

Social, moral and political condition of the working classes in Birmingham Birmingham, 29th June 1835. Mr Carter, lawyer.

Q. What is the prevailing opinion in Birmingham?

A. By far the great majority is Radical.

Q. Do you refer to both industrialists and workmen?

A. Yes, both.

Q. Do you know what happened at the time of the great Political Union of Birmingham?

A. Yes. That union, especially at the time when the Duke of Wellington tried to re-enter the Ministry, included almost the whole population of Birmingham. It was agreed to march on London if the Reform Bill was not passed; the arms manufacturers would have given rifles; the urge was irresistible. I am convinced that it was proof of that danger which forced the Tories to agree to the bill. Birmingham is only 111 miles from London, and public opinion was favourable.

Q. Have political unions formed again after that time?

A. They began to form again during Peel’s last Ministry; but now they do not exist at all; and at this moment the population here is very little concerned with politics. But it has learnt to know its power. The presence of 150 000 work people crowded together so near the capital and with an immense store of arms always there is a very serious matter.

Q. Is there a class of unoccupied people at Birmingham?

A. No. Everybody works to make a fortune. The fortune made, everyone goes somewhere else to enjoy it.

An Act of 23rd May 1828 which created the Commissioners of Streets at Birmingham; good example of a local act . . .

An act for better paving, lighting, watching, cleansing and otherwise improving the town of Birmingham and for regulating the police and market of the said town. 23rd May 1828 . . .

The lamps and everything to do with lighting system belong to the commissioners who are completely free to dispose of them. It is their responsibility to have them put in the streets, and establish watch-houses or watchboxes.

If anyone damages these things, he can be tried summarily before a Justice of the Peace and ordered to pay a fine half of which goes to the prosecutor.

The commissioners have the power to have all signs, stalls, destroyed which might impede the circulation of traffic.

They control the placing of gutters and drains, and those disobeying their orders are to be fined.

They see to cleaning in front of houses, passages, with the sanction of a fine against recalcitrants.

They must see that no-one roofs his house with wood or thatch; fine.

They fix the prices of cartage for the carrying and conveying of any coal, iron, ironstone, goods, wares, and to make orders, rules and by-laws for the better governing of such quarters under penalties.

They have power to make by-laws for licensing hackney coachmen and regulating other public carriage, under threat of fine.

. . .

The by-laws must be published in the papers.

The commissioners can place horse-troughs, stop pumps being put in the public road and have those that are there taken away; stop doors from opening out on to the street.

Then the law makes provision that people must clear snow from in front of their houses. It makes rules about how public lavatories are to be emptied, but it does not seem to give the commissioners responsibility to see the execution of these regulations; it just fixes fines. One often finds that in the law: it is as much a police code for Birmingham as a charter of incorporation for the Commissioners of Streets.

The commissioners will prosecute people who obstruct the public way, let cattle stray.

They, or a surveyor appointed by them, must supervise new buildings to see that circulation in the streets does not suffer. Fine for those who will not obey.

Vehicles left in the streets at night must be lighted.

They must take precautions to prevent houses in ruin from endangering the life of passers-by; fine.

They will appoint watchmen or constables.

These watchmen or constables will do police duties at night, will arrest vagabonds, disorderly persons.

The commissioners can order the payment of compensation to watchmen who have been wounded.

They decide the lines of new streets; those who do not conform are to pay a big fine; they look after the paving.

From time to time they will fix the limits of the town.

They may widen streets and, in consequence, buy houses.

They can widen the pavements, have a corn exchange built, enlarge the public office.

One or more rates for the purpose of lighting, cleansing, watching and improving the streets shall be made, levied and assessed by the commissioners. The proportion and maximum of the tax are stipulated.

The commissioners may build a town hall, which town hall, says the law, will be used for town-meetings regularly called by the High Sheriff, and then for musical entertainments, several of which will be for the benefit of the poor; the regulations for the entertainment are more or less stated.

They can impose a tax, with stated maximum, for that object; it must only hit those who have £15 of property.

Manchester (2nd July 1835)

The great manufacturing city for cloth, thread, cotton . . . as is Birmingham for iron, copper, steel.

Differences between Manchester and Birmingham

The police are less efficient at Manchester than at Birmingham. More complete absence of government; 60 000 Irish at Manchester (at most 5000 at Birmingham); a crowd of small tenants huddled in the same house. At Birmingham almost all the houses are inhabited by one family only; at Manchester a part of the population lives in damp cellars, hot stinking, and unhealthy; thirteen to fifteen individuals in one. At Birmingham that is rare. At Manchester, stagnant puddles, roads paved badly or not at all. Insufficient public lavatories. All that almost unknown at Birmingham. At Manchester a few great capitalists, thousands of poor workmen and little middle class. At Birmingham, few large industries, many small industrialists. At Manchester workers are counted by the thousand, two or three thousand in the factories. At Birmingham the workers work in their own houses or in little workshops in company with the master himself. At Manchester there is above all need for women and children. At Birmingham, particularly men, few women. From the look of the inhabitants of Manchester, the working people of Birmingham seem more healthy, better off, more orderly and more moral than those of Manchester.
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Eliezer Edwards 1837 First Impressions
Contemporary Victorian Documentary Evidence
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Eliezer Edwards was a journalist who came from Kent in 1837 to work on the Birmingham Daily Mail. His book of personal recollections is a collection of his newspaper articles.

(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Edwards 1877)

Autumn 1837

During the whole of that long day we rattled on. Through sleepy towns and pleasant villages; past the barracks at Weedon, near which we cross a newly-built bridge, on the summit of which the coachman pulls up, and we see a deep cutting through the fields on our right, and a long and high embankment on the left. Scores of men, and horses drawing strange-looking vehicles, are hard at work, and we are told that this is going to be the 'London and Birmingham Railway,' which the coachman adds 'is going to drive us off the road.' On we go again, through the noble avenues of trees near Dunchurch; through quaint and picturesque Coventry; past Meriden, where we see the words, 'Meriden School,' built curiously, with vari-coloured bricks, into a boundary wall. On still; until at length the coachman, as the sun declines to the west, points out, amid a gloomy cloud in front of us, the dim outlines of the steeples and factory chimneys of Birmingham. On still; down the wide open roadway of Deritend; past the many-gabled 'Old Crown House;' through the only really picturesque street in Birmingham - Digbeth; up the Bull Ring, the guard merrily trolling out upon the bugle, 'See the Conquering Hero Comes;' round the corner into New Street where pull up - the horses covered with foam - at the doors of 'The Swan.' Our journey has taken us just twelve hours.

And this is Birmingham! This is the place which I, in pleasant Kent and Surrey, had so often heard of, but had never seen. This is the town which, five years before, had vanquished the Conqueror of the Great Napoleon! This is the place which, for the first time in his life, had compelled the great Duke of Wellington to capitulate! This is the home of those who, headed by Attwood, had compelled the Duke and his army - the House of Lords - to submit, and to pass the memorable Reform Bill of 1832!

My destination was at the top of Bull Street, where my apartments were ready, and a walk to that spot completed an eventful day for me. I had come down on a special business matter, but I remained six months, and a few years later came again and settled down in Birmingham. My impressions of the place during those six months are fresh upon my memory now; and, if I write them down, may be interesting to some of the three hundred thousand people now in Birmingham, who know nothing of its aspect then.

Bull Street was then the principal street in Birmingham for retail business, and it contained some very excellent shops. Most of the then existing names have disappeared, but a few remain. Mr. Suffield, to whose courtesy I am endebted for the loan of the rare print from which the frontispiece to this little book is copied, then occupied the premises near the bottom of the street, which he still retains. Mr. Adkins, the druggist, carried on the business established nearly a century ago. He is now the oldest inhabitant of Bull Street, having been born in the house he still occupies before the commencement of the present century. Mr. Gargory - still hale, vigorous, and heart, although rapidly approaching his eightieth year - then tenanted the shop next below Mr. Keirle, the fishmonger. His present shop and that of Mr. Harris, the dyer, occupy the site of the then Quakers’ Meeting House, which was a long, barn-like building, standing lengthwise to the street, and not having a window on that side to break the dreary expanse of brickwork. Mr. Benson was in those days celebrated for beef and civility as he is now. Mr. Page had just opened the shawl shop still carried on by his widow. Near the Coach Yard was the shop of Mr. Hudson, the bookseller, whose son still carries on the business established by his father in 1821. In 1837, Mr. Hudson, Sen., was the publisher of a very well conducted liberal paper called ‘The Philanthropist’. The paper only lasted some four or five years. It deserved a better fate. Next door to Mr. Hudson’s was the shop of the father of the present Messrs. Southall. All these places have been materially altered, but the wine and spirit stores of Mrs. Peters, at the corner of Temple Row, are to-day, I think, exactly what they were forty years ago. The Brothers Cadbury - a name now celebrated all over the world - were then, as will be seen by reference to the frontispiece, shopkeepers in Bull Street, the one as a silk mercer, the other as a tea dealer. The latter commenced in Crooked Lane the manufacture of cocoa, in which business the name is still eminent. The Borough Bank occupied at that time the premises nearly opposite Union Passage, which are now used by Messrs. Smith as a carpet shop. In all other respects, except where the houses near the bottom are set back, and the widening of Temple Row - the street is little altered, except that nearly every shop has been newly fronted.

High Street, from Bull Street to Carrs Lane, is a good deal altered. The Tamworth Banking Company occupied a lofty building nearly opposite the bottom of Bull Street, where for a very few years afterwards they carried on business, and the premises afterwards were occupied by Mrs. Syson, as a hosier’s shop. The other buildings on both sides were small and insignificant, and they were mostly pulled down when the Great Western Railway Company tunnelled under the street to make their line to Snow Hill. 'Taylor and Lloyd’s' Bank was then in Dale End. The passage running by the side of their premises is still called 'Bank Alley.' Carrs Lane had a very narrow opening, and the Corn Exchange was not built. Most of the courts and passages in High Street were then filled with small dwelling house and the workshops of working bookbinders. Messrs. Westley Richards and Co. had their gun factory in one of them. The large pile of buildings built by Mr. Richards for Laing and Co., and now occupied by Messrs. Manton, the Bodega Company, and others, is the most important variation from the High Street of forty years ago. The narrow footpaths and contracted roadway were as inconveniently crowded as they are to-day. The house now occupied by Innes, Smith and Co. was then a grocer’s shop, and the inscription over the door was 'Dakin and Ridgway,' two names which now, in London, are known to everybody as those of the most important retail tea dealers in the metropolis. Mr. Ridgway established the large concern in King William Street, and Mr. Dakin was the founder of 'No. 1, St. Paul’s Churchyard.'

New Street is greatly altered. At that time it was not much more lively than Newhall Street is now. The Grammar School is just as it was; the Theatre, externally, is not much altered; 'The Hen and Chickens' remains the same; the Town Hall, though not then finished, looked the same from New Street; and the portico of the Society of Artists’ rooms stood over the pavement then. With these exceptions I only know one more building that has not been pulled down, or so altered as to be unrecognisable. The exemption is the excrescence called Christ Church, which still disfigures the very finest site in the whole town.

Hyam and Co. had removed from the opposite side of the street, and had just opened as a tailor’s shop the queer old building known as the 'Pantechnetheca,' and the ever-youthful Mr. Holliday was at 'Warwick House.' The recollections of what the 'House' was then makes me smile as I write. It has originally been two private houses. The one abutted upon the footway, and the other stood some thirty feet back, a pretty garden being in the front. The latter had been occupied by Mr. James Busby who carried on the business of a wire-worker at the rear. The ground floor frontages of both had been taken out. A roof had been placed over the garden, two hideous small-framed bay windows fronted New Street, and a third faced what is now 'Warwick House Passage.' The whole place had a curious 'pig-with-one-ear' kind of aspect, the portion which had been the garden having no upper floors, while the other was three stories high. The premises had been 'converted' by a now long-forgotten association, called the 'Drapery Company,' and as this had not been successful, Mr. Holliday and his then partner, Mr. Merrett, had become its successors. It was in 1839 that the first portion of the present palatial building was erected.

A few doors from this was the office of the Birmingham Journal, . . . one of the very best provincial papers in the country.

The Post Office occupied the site now covered by Lilly and Adinsell’s shop. The New Street frontage was the dwelling house of Mr. Gottwaltz, the post-master. A little way up Bennett’s Hill was a semi-circular cove, or recess, in which two people might stand. Here was a slit, into which letters were dropped, and an 'inquiry' window; and this was all. There were seven other receiving houses in the town, which were as follows: Mr. Hewitt, Hagley Row; Mr. E. Gunn, 1, Kenion Street; Mr. W. Drury, 30, Lancaster Street; Mr. Ash, Prospect Row; Mr. White, 235, Bristol Street; Miss Davis, Sand Pits; and Mrs. Wood, 172, High Street, Deritend. Two deliveries took place daily - one at 8 a.m., the other at 5 p.m. The postage of a 'single' letter to London then was ninepence; but a second piece of paper, however small, even the half of a bank note, made it a 'double' letter, the postage of which was eighteenpence.

Between Needless Alley and the house now occupied by Messrs. Reece and Harris, as offices, were three old-fashioned and rather dingy looking shops, of which the late Mr. Samuel Haines acquired the lease of these three houses, which had a few years to run. The freehold belonged to the Grammar School. Mr. Haines proposed to Messrs. Whateley, the solicitors for the school, that the old lease should be cancelled; that they should grant him a fresh one at a greatly increased rental; and that he should pull down the old places and erect good and substantial houses on the site. This was agreed to; but when the details came to be settled, some dispute arose, and the negotiations were near going off. Mr. Haines, however, one day happened to go over the original lease - nearly a hundred years old - to see what the covenants were, and he found that he was bound to deliver up the plot of land in question to the school, somewhere, I think, about 1860 to 1865, 'well cropped with potatoes.' This discovery removed the difficulty, the lease was granted, and the potato-garden is the site of the fine pile known as Brunswick Buildings, upon each house of which Mr. Haines monogram, 'S. H.,' appears in a monumental scroll.

The Town Hall had been opened three years. The Paradise Street front was finished, and the two sides were complete for about three-fourths of their length; but that portion where the double rows of columns stand, and the pediment fronting Ratcliff Place, had not been built. The whole of that end was then red brick. From the corner of Edmund Street a row of beggarly houses, standing on a bank some eight feet above the level of the road, reached to within a few yards of the hall itself, the space between them and the hall being enclosed by a high wall. On the other side, the houses in Paradise Street came to within about the same distance, and the intervening space was carefully enclosed. The interior of the hall was lighted by some elaborate bronzed brackets, projecting from the side, between the windows. They were modelled in imitation of vegetable forms; and at the ends, curving upwards, small branches, stood in a group, like the fingers of a half-opened human hand. Each of these branchlets was a gas burner, which was covered by a semi-opaque glass globe, the intent being, evidently, to suggest a cluster of growing fruits. Some of the same pattern were placed in the Church of the Saviour when it was first opened, but they, as well as those at the Town Hall, were in a few years removed, greatly to the relief of many who thought them inexpressibly ugly.

Nearly opposite the Town Hall was a lame attempt to convert an ugly chapel into a Grecian temple. It was a wretched architectural failure. It was 'The School of Medicine,' and, as I know from a personal visit at the time, contained, even then, a very various and most extensive collection of anatomical preparations, and other matters connected with the noble profession to whose use it was dedicated. From the Town Hall to Easy Row the pathway was three or four feet higher than the road, and an ugly iron fence was there, to prevent passengers from tumbling over. On this elevated walk stood the offices of a celebrated character, 'Old' - for I never heard him called by any other name - 'Old Spurrier,' the hard, unbending, crafty lawyer, who, being permanently retained by the Mint to prosecute all coiners in the district, had a busy time of it, and gained for himself a large fortune and an evil reputation.

Bennetts Hill was considered the premier street of the town architecturally. The Norwich Union Office then held aloft the same lady, who, long neglected, looks now as if her eyes were bandaged to hide the tears which she is shedding over her broken scales. The Bank of England has not been altered, though at that time it was occupied by a private company. Where the Inland Revenue Offices now stand, was a stone barn, which was called a news-room. It was a desolate-looking place, inside and out, and it was a mercy when it was pulled down. At the right-hand corner, at the top, where Harrison’s music shop now stands, there was, in a large open courtyard, a square old brick mansion, having a brick portico. A walled garden belonging to this house, ran down Bennetts Hill, nearly to Waterloo Street, and an old brick summer-house, which stood in the angle, was then occupied by Messrs. Whateley as offices, and afterwards by Mr. Nathaniel Lea, the share-broker. At the corner of Temple Row West was a draper’s shop, carried on by two brothers, William and John Boulton. The brothers fell out, and dissolved partnership. William took Mr. R. W. Gem’s house and offices in New Street, and converted them into the shop now occupied by Messrs. Dew; stocked it; married a lady at Harborne; started off to Leamington on his wedding tour; was taken ill in the carriage on the way; was carried to bed at the hotel at Leamington, and died the same evening. His brother took to the New Street shop; closed the one in Temple Row; made his fortune; and died a few years ago - a bachelor - at Solihull.

The present iron railings of St. Philip’s Churchyard had not then been erected. There was a low fence, and pleasant avenues of trees skirted the fence on the sides next Colmore Row and Temple Row. I used to like to walk here in the quiet of evening, and I loved to listen to the bells in St. Philip’s Church as they chimed out every three hours the merry air, 'Life Let Us Cherish.'

A few weeks before my arrival, a general election, consequent upon the dissolution of Parliament by the death of the King, took place. The Tory party in Birmingham had been indiscreet enough to contest the borough. They selected a very unlikely man to succeed - Mr. A. G. Stapleton - and they failed utterly, the Liberals polling more than two to one. The Conservatives had their head-quarters at the Royal Hotel in Temple Row. Crowds of excited people surrounded the hotel day by day and evening after evening. One night something unusual had exasperated them, and they attacked the hotel. There were no police in Birmingham then, and the mob had things pretty much their own way. Showers of heavy stones soon smashed the windows to atoms, and so damaged the building as to make it necessary to erect a scaffold covering whole frontage before the necessary repairs could be completed. When I first saw it, it was in a wretched plight, and it took many weeks to repair the damage done by the rioters. The portico now standing in front of the building - which is now used as the Eye Hospital - was built at this time, the doorway up to then not having that protection.

From this point, going towards Bull Street, the roadway suddenly narrowed to the same width as the Minories. Where the extensive warehouses of Messrs. Wilkinson and Riddell now stand, but projecting some twelve or fifteen feet beyond the present line of frontage, were the stables and yard of the hotel. On the spot where their busy clerks now pore over huge ledgers and journals, ostlers were then to be seen grooming horses, and accompanying their work with the peculiar hissing sound without which it appears that operation cannot be carried on. Mr. Smallwood occupied the shop at the corner, and his parlour windows, on the ground floor, looked upon Bull Street, the window sills being gay with flowers. It was a very different shop to the splendid one which has succeeded it., which Wilkinson and Riddell have just secured to add to their retail premises.

The Old Square had, shortly before, been denuded of a pleasant garden in the centre, the roads up to that time having passed round, in front of the houses. The Workhouse stood on the left, about half way down Lichfield Street. It was a quaint pile of building, probably then about 150 years old. There was a large quadrangle, three sides of which were occupied by low two-storey buildings, and the fourth by a high brick wall next the street. This wall was pierced in the centre by an arch, within which hung a strong door, having an iron grating, through which the porter inside could inspect coming visitors. From this door a flagged footway crossed the quadrangle to the principal front, which was surmounted by an old-fashioned clock turret. Although I was never an inmate of the establishment, I have reason to believe that other quadrangles of building were in the rear. The portion vouchsafed to public inspection was mean in architectural style, and apparently very inadequate in size. From this point I do not remember anything worthy of note until Aston Park was reached, in the Aston Road. The park was then entire, and was completely enclosed by a high wall, similar in character to the portion remaining in the Witton Road which forms the boundary of the 'Lower Grounds.' The Hall was occupied by the second James Watt, son of the great engineer. He had not much engineering skill, but was a man of considerable attainments, literary and philosophical. His huge frame might be seen two or three times a week in the shop of Mr. Wrightson, the bookseller, in New Street. He was on very intimate terms of friendship with Lord Brougham, who frequently visited him at Aston. The favourite seat of the two friends was in the temple-like summer-house, near the large pool in Mr. Quilter’s pleasant grounds. The village of Aston was as country-like as if located twenty miles from a large town. Perry Barr was a terra incognita to most Birmingham people. Erdington, then universally called 'Yarnton,' was little known, and Sutton Coldfield was a far-off pleasant spot for pic-nics; but, to the bulk of Birmingham people, as much unknown as if it had been in the New Forest of Hampshire.

Broad Street was skirted on both sides by private houses, each with its garden in front. Bingley House, where the Prince of Wales Theatre now stands, was occupied by Mr. Lloyd, the banker, and the fine trees of his park overhung the wall. None of the churches now standing in Broad Street were at that time built. The first shop opened at the Islington end of the street, was a draper’s, just beyond Ryland Street. This was started by a man who travelled for Mr. Dakin, the grocer, and I remember he was thought to be mad for opening such a shop in so outlandish a place. The business is still carried on by Mr. D. Chapman. Rice Harris then lived in the house which is now the centre of the Children’s Hospital, and the big ugly 'cones' of his glass factory at the back belched forth continuous clouds of black smoke. Beyond Five Ways there were no street lamps. The Hagley Road had a few houses dotted here and there, and had, at no distant time, been altered in direction, the line of the road from near the present Francis Road to the Highfield Road having at one time curved very considerably to the left, as anyone may see by noticing the position of the frontage of the old houses on that side. All along the straightened part there was on the left a wide open ditch, filled, generally, with dirty water, across which brick arches carried roads to the private dwellings. 'The Plough and Harrow' was an old-fashioned roadside public house. Chad House, the present residence, I believe, of Mr. Hawkins, had been a public house too, and a portion of the original building was preserved and incorporated with the new portion when the present house was built. Beyond this spot, with the exception of Hazelwood House, where the father of Rowland Hill, the postal reformer, kept his school, and some half-dozen red brick houses on the right, all was open country. Calthorpe Street was pretty well filled with buildings. St. George’s Church was about half built. Frederick Street and George Street - for they were not 'Roads' then - were being gradually filled up. There were some houses in the Church Road and at Wheeleys Hill, but the greater portion of Edgbaston was agricultural land.

The south side of Ladywood Lane being in Edgbaston parish, was pretty well built upon, owing to its being the nearest land to the centre of the town now burdened with town rating. There was a very large and lumbering old mansion on the left, near where the Lench’s Alms-houses now stand. Mr. R. W. Winfield lived at the red brick house between what are now the Francis and the Beaufort Roads. Nearly opposite his house was a carriage gateway opening upon an avenue of noble elms, at the end of which was Ladywood House, standing in a park. This, and the adjoining cottage, were the only houses upon the populous district now known as Ladywood. At the right-hand corner of the Reservoir 'Lane' was the park and residence of Mr. William Chance. Further to the east, in Icknield Street, near the canal bridge - which was at that time an iron one, narrow and very dangerous - was another mansion and park, occupied by Mr John Unett, Jun. This house is now occupied as a bedstead manufactory. Still further was another very large house, where Mr. Barker, the solicitor, lived. Further on again, the 'General' Cemetery looked much the same as now, except that the trees were smaller, and there were not so many monuments.

Soho Park, from Hockley Bridge, for about a mile on the road to West Bromwich, was entirely walled in. The old factory built by Boulton and Watt was still in operation. I saw there at work the original engine which was put up by James Watt. It had a massive oak beam, and it seemed strange to me that it did not communicate its power direct, but was employed in pumping water from the brook that flowed hard by, to a reservoir on higher ground. From this reservoir the water, as it descended, turned a water-wheel, which moved all the machinery in the place. It is not, perhaps, generally known that the same machine which was employed here in 1797 in making the old broad-rimmed copper pennies of George the Third is still at work at Messrs. Heaton’s, coining the bronze money which has superseded the clumsy 'coppers' of our forefathers.

Coming towards the town, from Hockley Bridge to the corner of Livery Street, many of the houses had a pretty bit of garden in front, and the houses were mostly inhabited by jewellers. It was in this street that I first noticed a peculiarity in tradesman’s signboards, which was then general through the town, and had a very curious appearance to a stranger. Few of the occupiers’ names were painted on the faciae of the shop windows, but in almost every case a bordered wooden frame, following the outline of the window, was fixed above it. Each of these frames stood upon three or four wooden spheres, generally about the size of a cricket ball, and they were surmounted by wooden acorns or ornaments. The boards were all black, and the lettering invariably gilt, as also were the balls and the acorns. This, however strange, was not inconsistent; but there were hundreds of frames in the town stretched across the fronts of houses, and fixed to the walls by iron spikes. Every one of these signboards, although altogether unnecessary for its support, had three gilt balls underneath. There was another peculiarity: the capital letter C was invariably made with two 'serifs' and for a long time I invariably read them as G’s.

Coming up Livery Street, which was then filled on both sides of its entire length by buildings, it was pointed out to me that the warehouse now occupied by Messrs. F. Barnes and Co. was built for a showroom and warehouse by Boulton and Watt, and here their smaller wares had been on view. Where Messrs. Billings extensive buildings now stand, was an old chapel, built, I believe, by a congregation which ultimately removed to the large chapel in Steelhouse Lane. It was used as a place of worship until about 1848, when Mr. Billing bought it, pulled it down, and utilised the site for his business. The whole area of the Great Western Railway Station was then covered with buildings, and one, if not more, small streets ran through to Snow Hill. Monmouth Street was very narrow. Where the Arcade now is, was the Quakers’s burial ground. Opposite was the warehouse of Mr. Thornley, the druggist, who had a small and mean-looking shop at the corner, fronting Snow Hill. At the opposite corner was a shaky-looking stuccoed house, used as a draper’s shop, the entrance being up three or four steps from Steelhouse Lane.

Mr. George Richmond Collis had recently succeeded to the business, at the top of Church Street, of Sir Edward Thomason, who was dead. It was then the show manufactory of Birmingham. The buildings - pulled down seven or eight years ago - were at that time a smart-looking affair; the parapet was adorned with a number of large statues. Atlas was there, bending under the weight of two or three hundred pounds of Portland cement. Hercules brandished a heavy club, on which pigeons often settled. A copy of the celebrated group of the 'Horses of St. Mark' was over the entrance. Several branches of Birmingham work were exhibited to visitors, and it was here I first saw stamping, cutting out, press-work, and coining.

. . .
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HOME to VICTORIAN CONTENT
Charles Dickens 1837 Pickwick Papers
Contemporary Victorian Documentary Evidence

Pickwick is fictional, of course, but Dickens was a keen observer and visited Birmingham on a number of occasions, performing readings of his work at the Town Hall and sometime president of the Birmingham & Midland Institute.

Samuel Pickwick is travelling by coach from Tewkesbury:

It was quite dark when Mr Pickwick roused himself sufficiently to look out of the window. The straggling cottages by the road-side, the dingy hue of every object visible, the murky atmosphere, the paths of cinders and brick-dust, the deep-red glow of furnace fires in the distance, the volumes of dense smoke issuing heavily forth from high toppling chimneys, blackening and obscuring everything around; the glare of distant lights, the ponderous waggons which toiled along the road, laden with clashing rods of iron, or piled with heavy goods - all betokened their rapid approach to the great working town of Birmingham.

As they rattled through the narrow thoroughfares leading to the heart of the turmoil, the sights and sounds of earnest occupation struck more forcibly on the senses. The hum of labour resounded from every house, lights gleamed from the long casement windows in the attic storeys, and the whirl of wheels and noise of machinery shook the trembling walls. The fires whose lurid sullen light had been visible for miles, blazed fiercely up, in the great works and factories of the town. The din of hammers, the rushing of steam, and the dead heavy clanking of engines, was the harsh music which arose from every quarter.

(From Charles Dickens 1837 The Pickwick Papers Chapter 50)
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HOME to VICTORIAN CONTENTS
Extract from Hugh Miller 1847 First Impressions of England and Its People
Contemporary Victorian Documentary Evidence

HOME
HOME to VICTORIAN CONTENTS
(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Miller 1847.)

Almost all the larger towns of England manifest some one leading taste or another. Some are peculiarly literary, some decidedly scientific; and the taste paramount in Birmingham seems to be a taste for music. In no town in the world are the mechanic arts more noisy: hammer rings incessantly on anvil; there is an unending clang of metal, an unceasing clank of engines; flames rustles, water hisses, steam roars, and from time to time, hoarse and hollow over all, rises the thunder of the proofing-house. The people live in an atmosphere continually vibrating with clamour; and it would seem as if their amusements had caught the general tone, and become noisy with their avocations. The man who for years has slept soundly night after night in the neighbourhood of a foundry, awakens disturbed if by some accident the hammering ceases: the imprisoned linnet or thrush is excited to emulation by even the screeching of a knife-grinder’s wheel, or the din of a coppersmith’s shop, and pours out his soul in music. It seems not very improbable that the two principles on which these phenomena hinge, - principles as diverse as the phenomena themselves, - may have been influential in inducing the peculiar characteristic of Birmingham; that the noises of the place, grown a part of customary existence to its people - inwrought, as it were, into the very staple of their lives, - exerts over them some such unmarked influence as that exerted on the sleeper by the foundry; and that, when they relax from their labours, they seek to fill up the void by modulated noises, first caught up, like the song of the bird beside the cutler’s wheel or coppersmith’s shop, in unconscious rivalry of the clang of their hammers and engines. Be the truth of the theory what it may, there can be little doubt regarding the fact on which it hinges. No town of its size in the empire spends more time and money in concerts and musical festivals than Birmingham; no small proportion of its people are amateur performers; almost all are musical critics; and the organ in its great Hall, the property of the town, is, with the exception of that of York, the largest in the empire, and the finest, it is said, without any exception.
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Extract from Samuel Sidney 1851 Rides on Railways
Contemporary Victorian Documentary Evidence

PREFACE.

The following pages are an attempt to supply something amusing, instructive, and suggestive to travellers who, not caring particularly where they go, or how long they stay at any particular place, may wish to know something of the towns and districts through which they pass, on their way to Wales, the Lakes of Cumberland, or the Highlands of Scotland; or to those who, having a brief vacation, may wish to employ it among pleasant rural scenes, and in investigating the manufactures, the mines, and other sources of the commerce and influence of this small island and great country. 

In performing this task, I have relied partly on personal observation, partly on notes and the memory of former journeys; and where needful have used the historical information to be found in cyclopaedias, and local guide-books. 

This must account for, if it does not excuse, the unequal space devoted to districts with equal claims to attention. But it would take years, if not a lifetime, to render the manuscript of so discursive a work complete and correct.

I feel that I have been guilty of many faults of commission and omission; but if the friends of those localities to which I have not done justice will take the trouble to forward to me any facts or figures of public general interest, they shall be carefully embodied in any future edition, should the book, as I ope it will, arrive at such an honour and profit. 

S. S.

LONDON, AUGUST, 1851.

 . . . . .

When, in 1831, the scheme of a Railway between London and Birmingham was made public, a very clever pamphlet appeared under the title of “Beware the Bubbles,” in which we find the following comical prognostications of the results of Railways: - 

“After all, what advantage does the London and Birmingham Railway hold out? 

Only one, - celerity of motion; and, after all, the ten miles an hour is absolutely slower than the coaches, some of which go as fast as eleven or twelve miles an hour; and, with the length of time that the engine and its cumbrous train requires ere it can stop, and the other contingencies, there would be little difference in the time of a twelve miles an hour coach and a fifteen miles an hour engine, supposing twenty or thirty stoppages, to pick up little parcels, between London and Birmingham. The conveyance is not so safe as by coach.”

After enumerating a series of theoretical dangers, he proceeds. “Another consideration, which would deter invalids, ladies, and children from making use of the Railway, would be want of accommodation along the line, unless the Directors of the Railway chose to build inns at their own expense. But those inns the Directors would have, in great part, to support, because they would be out of the way of any business except that arising from the Railway, and that would be trifling. Commercial travellers would never, by any chance, go by the Railroad. The occasional traveller, who went the same route for pleasure, would go by the coach-road also, because of the cheerful company and comfortable dinner. 

“Not one of the nobility, the gentry, or those who travel in their own carriages, would really like to be drawn at the tail of a train of waggons, in which some hundreds of bars of iron were jingling with a noise that would drown all the bells of the district, and in momentary apprehension of having his vehicle broken to pieces, and himself killed or crippled by the collision of those thirty-two ton masses. Even if a man had no carriage of his own, what inducement could he have to take so ungainly a conveyance. Three hours is more than the maximum difference by which the ordinary speed of coaches could be exceeded; and it is not one traveller in a thousand to whom an arrival in London and Birmingham three hours sooner would be of the slightest 

“Then as to goods. The only goods that require velocity in coming to London, are ribands from Coventry. Half the luggage room of a coach, on a Saturday night, is quite adequate to the conveyance of them. The manufacturers of Coventry will never be such fools as to send their property on an errand by which it must travel further and fare worse. For heavy goods, the saving by canal would be as twelve to one, beside the perfect safety. In the canal boat there is no danger of fracture, even to the most delicate goods; whereas, if fine China goods were to be brought by the rapid waggons, the breakage would probably be twenty-five per cent. 

“As to the profits of the undertaking let us be extravagantly liberal. Suppose that the Railway was to get one-third of the goods, as well as one- third of the passengers, see what they would make of it: -  

One-third of the Goods . . . 96,540 pounds

One-third of the Passengers . 30,240

 -  -  -  - 

126,780 pounds
 -  -  -  - 
Annual expenses . . . . . 385,000 pounds
Returns. . . . . . . . 126,780
 -  -  -  - 
Annual deficiency . . . . 258,220 pounds
 -  -  -  - 
To meet an outlay of 7,500,000 pounds.


“But the probability is that canals would reduce their rates one-half; and thus, competing wholesomely, extinguish the railway. The coach-masters would do the same thing - run for twelve months at half the present fares, and then not one man in his senses would risk his bones on the railway. The innkeepers would follow a course precisely similar, and give nice smoking dinners, foaming tankards and bottles of beeswing at so cheap a rate, and meet their customers with so good humoured faces, and do so many of those kind offices that legions would flock to the hospitable road. And while all this was going on, and the thousands of men which the authors of this ridiculous scheme had expected to send upon the parish were thriving, the solitary stranger who had nobody to tell him better would go swinging at the tail of the engine, bumping first on the iron plates on this side and then on the iron plates on that side; and if he escaped being scalded to death by the bursting of his engine, or having all his bones broken by collision with another, he would be fain to rest for the night within some four bare walls and gnaw a mouldy crust which he brought in his pocket, or, as an alternative of luxury, wade some ten miles through the mire, and feast upon a rasher of rusty bacon and a tankard of the smallest ale at the nearest hedge alehouse.”

All this now sounds inexpressibly droll, and yet this prophet of evil was not entirely wrong; nay, in some important particulars he was more right than the railway promoters, whom he so heartily detested. The railway did cost nearly seven millions instead of four millions as calculated by the projectors, and the cost of working before the amalgamation with the Grand Junction did amount to 380,000 pounds per annum: two figure facts which would have effectually crushed speculation could they have been proved in 1831; but then the per contra of traffic was equally astounding in its overflow, instead of one-third of the existing traffic, or 126,780 pounds a-year allowed by the pamphleteer, the London and Birmingham earned a gross revenue of nearly 900,000 pounds, while still leaving a traffic in heavy goods on the canals sufficient to pay from 6 to 30 pounds per cent. to the proprietors, in spite of a reduction of rates of upwards of 50 pounds per cent. Indeed this traffic actually increased on the Grand Junction Canal, since the opening of the Birmingham Railway, from 750,000 pounds in 1836, to 1,160,000 pounds in 1847.

Perhaps on no point would the expectation of the most sanguine among the early projectors of railways been more satisfactorily exceeded than in regard to safety. Swiftness, and cheapness, and power, acute intelligent engineers foresaw; but that millions of passengers should be whirled along at a speed varying from twenty to fifty miles an hour with more safety than they could have secured by walking a-foot, would have seemed an anticipation of the very wildest character. Yet such is the case. In 1850, upwards of seventy millions of souls were conveyed by railway; when eleven passengers were killed and fifty-four injured, or less than one to each million of passengers conveyed.

Even at the risk of seeming trite, prosy, and common-place, it is right to remind the young generation who consider the purchase of a railway ticket gives them a right to grumble at a thousand imaginary defects and deficiencies in railway management, how great are the advantages in swiftness, economy, and safety, which they enjoy through the genius, enterprise, and stubborn perseverance of George Stephenson and his friends and pupils in 1825.

 . . . . .

BIRMINGHAM.

A run of nineteen miles (from Coventry) brings us to what the inhabitants call the Hardware Village, a healthy, ugly town, standing upon several hills, crowned with smoke, but free from fog. 

The old railway station stands at the foot of one of these hills, leaving a drive of a quarter of a mile through a squalid region, almost as bad as the railway entrance into Bristol, before entering into the decent part of the town; but the new station, now in course of rapid completion, will land passengers behind the Grammar School, in New Street, the principal, and, indeed, only handsome street of any length in Birmingham. 

At the old station there is an excellent hotel, kept by Mr. Robert Bacon, who was so many years house steward to the Athenaeum Club, in Pall Mall; and at the refreshment-rooms a capital table d'hote is provided four times a-day, at two shillings a-head, servants included, an arrangement extremely acceptable after a ride of 118 miles. 

At the new station similar refreshment-rooms are to be provided, and it is to be hoped that the architect will plan the interior first, and the exterior afterwards, so that comfort may not be sacrificed, as it usually is in English public buildings, to the cost of an imposing portico and vestibule. 

As a railway starting point, Birmingham has become a wonderful place. In addition to those main lines and branches passed and noted on our journey down, it is also the centre at which meet the railroads to Derby and Sheffield; to Worcester, Cheltenham, Gloucester, and Bristol; to London through Oxford, by the Broad Gauge Great Western, to Shrewsbury and Chester through Wolverhampton, beside the little South Staffordshire lines, which form an omnibus route between Birmingham, Walsall, Dudley, and Lichfield, and other iron nets “too tedious to describe.” 

To a stranger not interested in manufactures, and in mechanic men, this is a very dull, dark, dreary town, and the sooner he gets out of it the better. There are only two fine buildings. The Town Hall, an exact copy externally of the Temple of Jupiter Stator at Rome, built of a beautiful grey Anglesey marble, from the designs of Messrs. Hansom and Welch, who also undertook to execute it for 24,000 pounds. It cost 30,000 pounds, and the contractors were consequently ruined. A railway company would probably have paid the difference; but, in such cases, communities have no conscience, so the people of Brummagem got the Hall of which they are justly proud “a bargain.”

The interior is disappointing, and wants the expenditure of some more thousand pounds in sculptures and decorative details, to bring it into harmony with its noble external effect. The great room, 145 feet in length, by 65 feet in width and height, will contain upwards of 8,000 persons.

Musical meetings are held here periodically, for the benefit of certain charities; but the sight best worth seeing, is the Hall at the period of an election, or of political excitement, crowded with a feverish army of workmen, cheering, groaning, swaying to and fro, under the speeches of their favourite orators. Then in this Pagan temple may be seen a living specimen of a Brummagem Jupiter, with a cross of Vulcan, lion-faced, hairy, bearded, deep-mouthed swaggering, fluent in frank nonsense and bullying clap-trap, loved by the mob for his strength, and by the middle classes for his money. The lofty roof re-echoes with applause. The temple, the man, and the multitude, all together, are well worth a journey to Birmingham to see.

There is also the Free School of King Edward VI., in New Street, a stately pile, built by Barry, before he had become so famous as he is now; which supplies first-rate instruction in classics, mathematics, modern languages, and all branches of a useful English education, after the plan introduced into our public schools by Dr. Arnold, to the sons of all residents, at an extremely cheap, almost a nominal rate. Ten exhibitions of 50 pounds each for four years at Oxford or Cambridge are open to the competition of the scholars.

The salary of the Head Master is 400 pounds a-year, with a residence, and the privilege of boarding eighteen pupils. Of the Second Master, 300 pounds. Beside Under Masters. 

These liberal appointments have secured a succession of competent masters, and cannot fail to produce a permanent and favourable change in the character of young Birmingham. The diffusion of sound classical learning was much needed to mitigate the coxcombical pretensions of the half-educated, and the vulgar coarseness of the uneducated. The inhabitants of manufacturing towns are apt to grow petty Plutocracies, in which after wealth, ignorance and assumption are the principal qualifications. Brass turns up its nose at iron, and both look down upon tin, although half an hour in the world's fire make all so black as to be undistinguishable. Besides this, which we may term the High School, there are four schools supported out of King Edward VI.'s foundation, where reading, writing, and arithmetic, are taught.

The funds on which these magnificent ecclesiastical establishments are supported, arise from lands in the neighbourhood which originally produced only 21 pounds a year, and were part of the estates of the Guild of the “Holy Cross.” After being occupied first as fields and then as gardens, the rise of manufactures and extension of the town of Birmingham, converted a great portion into building land. The present revenue amounts to about 11,000 pounds per annum, and are likely to be still further increased. Twenty years ago, school lands which are now leased for terms of years, and covered with buildings, were occupied as suburban gardens at trifling rents. Eventually the Birmingham Free School will enjoy an income equal to the wants of a university as well as a school. Meagre accounts of the income and expenditure of this noble foundation are published annually, under the regulations of an Act of Parliament passed in 1828; but no report of the number of scholars, or the sort of education communicated, is attached to this balance sheet. It would be very useful; and we hope that the self-elected corporation, who have the management, will see the propriety of supplying it.

Birmingham also possesses a chartered college, “Queen's College,” similar to that at Durham; first established as a medical school by the exertions of the present dean, Mr. Sands Cox, since liberally endowed by the Rev. Dr. Warneford to the extent of many thousand pounds, and placed in a position to afford the courses in law, physic, and divinity, required for taking a degree at the University of London. Also a Blue Coat School, and School for the Blind.

In a picturesque point of view there are few towns more uninviting than Birmingham; for the houses are built of brick toned down to a grimy red by smoke, in long streets crossing each other at right angles, - and the few modern stone buildings and blocks of houses seem as pert and as much out of place as the few idle dandies who are occasionally met among the crowds of busy mechanics and anxious manufacturers. What neatness - cleanliness - can do for the streets, bell-pulls, and door-knockers, has been done; the foot-pavements are, for the most part flagged, although some of the round pebble corn-creating footways still remain in the back streets. One suburb, Edgbaston, is the property of Lord Calthorpe, and has been let out on building leases which entirely exclude all manufactories and inferior classes of houses. The result has been a crop of snug villas, either stucco or polished red brick; many of them surrounded by gardens and shrubberies, and a few of considerable pretension. Of this suburb the Birmingham people think a great deal; but, as it is built upon a dead flat in long straight lines, its effect is more pleasing to the citizen after a hard day's work, than to the artist, architect, landscape gardener, or lover of the picturesque.

Birmingham is, in fact, notable for its utility more than its beauty, - for what is done in its workshops, rather than for what is to be seen in its streets and suburbs. Nowhere are there to be found so numerous a body of intelligent, ingenious, well educated workmen. The changes of fashion and the discoveries of science always find Birmingham prepared to march in the van, and skilfully execute the work needed in iron, in brass, in gold and silver, in all the mixed metals and in glass. When guns are no longer required at the rate of a gun a minute, Birmingham steel pens become famous all over the world. When steel buckles and gilt buttons have had their day, Britannia teapots and brass bedsteads still hold their own. No sooner is electrotype invented, than the principal seat of the manufacture is established at Birmingham. No sooner are the glass duties repealed than the same industrious town becomes renowned for plate glass, cut glass, and stained glass; and, when England demands a Palace to hold the united contributions of “The Industry of the World,” a Birmingham banker finds the contractor and the credit, and Birmingham manufacturers find the iron, the glass, and the skill needful for the most rapid and gigantic piece of building ever executed in one year.

In order to appreciate the independent character and quick inventive intelligence of the Birmingham mechanic, he should be visited at his own home. A system of small independent houses, instead of lodgings, prevails in this town, to the great advantage of the workmen. 

It is only within a very few years that the working classes have had, in a local School of Design, means of instruction in the principles of taste, and arts of drawing and modelling; while, until the patent laws are put upon a just foundation, their inventive faculties can never be fully developed. When the artizans of Birmingham have legislative recognition of their rights as inventors, and free access to a first-rate school of design, their “cunning” hands will excel in beauty as well as ingenuity all previous triumphs.

The wealthier classes have, from various causes, deteriorated within the last sixty years, while the workmen have improved within that time. Men who have realized fortunes no longer settle down in the neighbourhood of their labours. They depart as far as possible from the smoke of manufactures and the bickerings of middle class cliques, purchase estates, send their sons to the universities, and in a few years subside into country squires. Professional men, as soon as they have displayed eminent talent, emigrate to London; and the habit, now so prevalent in all manufacturing towns, of living in the suburbs, has sapped the prosperity of those literary and philosophical institutions and private reunions, which so much contributed to raise the tone of society during the latter half of the last century. The meetings of an old Literary and Philosophical Society have been discontinued, and the News Room was lately on the brink of dissolution. Instead of meeting to discuss points of art, science, and literature, the middle classes read the Times and Punch, and consult the Penny Cyclopaedia. The literary and scientific character which Birmingham acquired in the days when Boulton, Watt, Priestly, Darwin, Murdoch, and their friends, met at the Birmingham Lunarian Society, to discuss, to experiment, and to announce important discoveries, have passed away never to return; and we are not likely to see again any provincial town occupying so distinguished a position in the scientific world. The only sign of Birmingham's ancient literary pre-eminence is to be found in several weekly newspapers, conducted with talent and spirit far beyond average. It is an amusing fact, that the sect to which Priestly belonged still trade on his reputation, and claim an intellectual superiority over the members of other persuasions, which they may once have possessed, but which has long been levelled up by the universal march of education. The richer members publish little dull books in bad English on abstruse subjects, and, like Consuelo's prebendary, have quartos in preparation which never reach the press.

In fact, the suburban system of residence and the excessive pretension of superiority by the “pots over the kettles” have almost destroyed society in Birmingham, although people meet occasionally at formal expensive parties, and are drawn together by sympathy in religion and politics. Nothing would induce an educated gentleman to live in Birmingham except to make a living, yet there are residing there, seldom seen out of their factories, men of the highest scientific and no mean literary attainments.

There are a number of manufactories, which, in addition to their commercial importance, present either in finished articles, or in the process of manufacture, much that will interest an intelligent traveller. 

GLASS. - Messrs. F. & C. Oslers, of Broad Street, have attained a very high reputation for their cut and ornamental, as well as the ordinary, articles of flint glass. The have been especially successful in producing fine effects from prismatic arrangements. Their gigantic chandeliers of great size, made for Ibrahim Pacha, and the Nepalese Prince, were the steps by which they achieved the lofty crystal fountain, of an entirely original design, which forms one of the most novel and effective ornaments of the Crystal Palace. The manufactory as well as the show-room is open to the inspection of respectable strangers.

Messrs. Rice and Harris are also extensive manufacturers of cut and coloured glass; and Messrs. Bacchus and Sons have been very successful in their imitations of Bohemian glass, both in form and colour. Messrs. Chance have acquired a world-wide reputation by supplying the largest quantity of crown glass in the shortest space of time for Paxton's Palace. These works, in which plate and every kind of crown glass is made, are situated at West Bromwich. The proprietors have benevolently and wisely made arrangements for the education of their workmen and their families, which are worthy of imitation in all those great factories where the plan, which originated in Lancashire, has not been already adopted. A letter of introduction will be required in order to view Messrs. Chance's establishment, of which we shall say more when noting the social state of the Birmingham operatives.

PAPIER MACHE. - Messrs. Jennens and Bettridge's works are so well known that it is only necessary to refer to them for the purpose of saying that in their show-rooms some new application of the art which they have carried to such perfection is constantly to be found. Pianos, cradles, arm-chairs, indeed complete drawing-room suites, cornices, door-plates, and a variety of ornaments are displayed, in addition to the tea-trays and tea-chests in which the art of japanning first became known to us.

Although Messrs. Jennens and Co. have the largest establishment in Birmingham, there are several others who produce capital work; among them may be named Mr. Thomas Lane and Messrs. M'Callum and Hodgson, who both exhibited specimens of great merit at the last Birmingham Exhibition of manufactures. 

But metals afford the great staple of employment in Birmingham, and we shall avail ourselves, in describing the leading trades, and touching on the social position of the workmen, of the admirable letters on Labour and the Poor in Birmingham which appeared in the Morning Chronicle in the course of 1850. 

* * * * *

BIRMINGHAM BUTTONS. - ”A Brummagem Button” is the old-fashioned nickname for a Birmingham workman. The changes of fashion, and the advances of other manufactures, have deprived that trade of its ancient pre-eminence over all other local pursuits; but the “button trade,” although not the same trade which made great fortunes in a previous generation, still employs five or six thousand hands, of which one-half are women and children.

In the middle of the eighteenth century a plain white metal button was made, which may occasionally be seen in remote rural districts, on the green coats of old yeomen, wearing hereditary leather breeches. At that period the poorer classes wore coarse horn or wooden buttons, chiefly home made, and the tailor made, as well as the clothes, buttons covered with cloth. By degrees very handsome gilt buttons came into wear, and continued to employ many hands, while the blue coat which figures in the portraits of our grandfathers remained in fashion.

In 1826, the Florentine, or covered button, now in almost universal use, which is manufactured by machinery with the aid of women and children, was introduced, and by 1829 the gilt button trade had been almost destroyed.

The change produced great distress, vast numbers of persons were thrown out of work, who could not at once turn to any other employment. In 1830 a deputation from the gilt button trade waited upon George IV. and the principal nobility, to solicit their patronage. The application succeeded, coloured coats with metal buttons came into fashion, and dandies of the first water appeared in bright snuff-coloured, pale green, and blue coats, such as are now only worn by Paul Bedford or Keeley, in broad farce. In 1836 a cheap mode of gilding, smart for a day, dull and shabby in a week, completely destroyed the character of gilt buttons, and brought up the Florentine again. This change was, no doubt, materially assisted and maintained by Bulwer's novel of “Pelham,” which set all young men dressing themselves up like crows with white shirts.

In 1840 a deputation to Prince Albert attempted another revival of the gilt button trade, and at the same time the silk stocking weavers waited on the Prince to endeavour to drive out the patent leather boots, and bring in the low shoe. Both attempts failed. At present there are symptoms of a turn of fashion toward coloured coats and bright buttons, which may be successful, because the fashionable world abhors monotony. The flame coloured coats, long curls, and pink under waistcoats of George IV., were succeeded by the solemn sables of an undertaker; the high tight stock made way for a sailor's neckcloth. For a time shawl waistcoats, of gay colours, had their hour. Then correct tight black yielded to the loosest and shaggiest garments that could be invented. Perhaps the year 1852 may see our youth arrayed in blue, purple and pale brown.

But a very little consideration will prove that these artificial changes, although they may benefit a class, are of little advantage to the community. If a man gives 10s. more for a coat with gilt buttons than for one with plain buttons, he has 10s. less to expend with some other tradesman. 

The Florentine Button, first invented in 1820, and since much improved, is a very curious manufacture. It is made - as any one may see by cutting up a button - of five pieces; first, the covering of Florentine, or silk; second, a cover of metal, which gives the shape to the button; third, a smaller circle of mill-board; fourth, a circle of coarse cloth, or calico; fifth, a circle of metal, with a hole punched in the centre, through which the calico or cloth is made to protrude, to form the shank, to be sewed on to the garment.

“Ranged in rows on either side of a long room of the button factory, (says the correspondent of the Morning Chronicle) are from 50 to 100 girls and young women, from the age of fourteen to four or five and twenty, all busily engaged, either at hand or steam presses, in punching out metal circles slightly larger than the size of the button which is to be produced. Before each press the forewoman is seated, holding in her hand a sheet of zinc or iron, about two feet long, and four inches broad. This she passes rapidly under the press if worked by hand, and still more rapidly if worked by steam, punching and cutting at the rate of from fifty to sixty disks in a minute. As they are cut they fall into a receptacle prepared to receive them. The perforated sheets are sold to the founder to be melted up, and made into other sheets. In other rooms younger women are engaged in cutting up Florentine cloth, or other outside covering material, paste board and calico. Of these a young woman can punch 57,000 a-day, and of metal, 28,000 a-day. The upper discs are submitted by another set of girls to presses from which each receives a blow that turns up an edge all round, and reduces it to the exact size of the button. The lower disk is punched for the shank to come through, stamped with the maker's name, or the name of the tailor for whom the buttons are made, and coated with varnish, either light or black.

“The five pieces then pass into a department where a woman superintends the labours of a number of children from seven to ten years of age. 

“These little creatures place all five pieces, one after another, in regular order, in a small machine like a dice-box, constructed to hold them, which is placed under a press, when a firm touch compresses the whole together in the neat form, which any one may examine on a black dress coat, without stitch or adhesive matter.”

This patent was the subject of long litigation between rival inventors, to the great benefit of the lawyers, and loss of the industrious and ingenious.

Within the last twelve months Messrs. Chadbourne, button-makers, of Great Charles Street, have adapted this Florentine button to nails for furniture and carriages.

The Patent Linen sewn-through Button is another recent invention, which has superseded the old wire button for under garments, than which it is cheaper, neater, and more durable. It is composed of linen and circles of zinc.

Horn Buttons, with shanks, which are extensively used for cloth boots and sporting jackets, are made from the hoofs of horned cattle, which are boiled, cut, punched, dyed, stamped when soft, and polished by brushes moved by steam power; the chief part of the work being done by women and children.

Pearl Buttons have become an important part of the Birmingham manufactures, partly on the decline of metal buttons. They are extensively used on coats and waistcoats, where gilt buttons were formerly employed.

The shell used in the manufacture of buttons, studs, card counters, etc., is the mother of pearl, the Concha margaritifera of naturalists. Five kinds of shell are employed: - First. The Buffalo Shell, so named because it arrived packed in buffalo skins; it comes chiefly from Panama, is the smallest and commonest, and sells to the trade at about 15 pounds a ton. - Second. The Black Scotch, from the Sandwich Islands, whence it is sent to Valparaiso and to Sydney, New South Wales, worth from 15 to 30 pounds a ton. The large outer rim is of a blackish, or rather greenish, tint, the centre only being white. The outer rim was formerly considered worthless, and large quantities were thrown away as rubbish. Change of fashion has brought the prismatic hues of the dark pearl into fashion for shooting-coats, waistcoats, and even studs. It used to be a standing story with a Bristol barber that a square in that city had been built on thousands of pounds worth of tobacco stalks, thrown away as useless, until it was discovered that that part of the plant was capable of making a most saleable snuff. And so in Birmingham; the Irvingite Church, on New Hall Hill, is said to be built on hundreds of tons of refuse shell, which would now be worth from 15 to 20 pounds per ton. The third shell is the Bombay, or White Scotch, worth from 20 to 50 pounds per ton. The fourth comes from Singapore, and is brought there to exchange for British manufactures by the native craft which frequent that free port. It is a first-rate article, white to the edge, worth from 80 to 90 pounds per ton. The fifth is the Mother of Pearl Shell, from Manilla, of equal value and size, but with a slight yellow tinge round the edge.

Pearl buttons are cut out and shaped by men with the lathe, polished by women with a grinding-stone, and sorted and arranged on cards by girls.

Glass Buttons were formerly in use among canal boatmen, miners, and agricultural labourers, in certain districts. They are now chiefly made for the African market. The process of making them and studs is well worth seeing.

Beside the buttons already enumerated, they make in Birmingham the flat iron and brass buttons, for trowsers; steel buttons, for ladies' dresses; wooden buttons, for overcoats; agate buttons, for which material is imported from Bohemia; and, in fact, every kind of button and stud, including papier mache.

The manufacture of brass shanks is a separate trade, and the writer of the letters already quoted, states the annual production at, or upwards of, three millions per working day. Of these, part are made by hand, but the greater number by a shank-making machine, wrought by steam power, and only requiring the attendance of one tool-maker.

“The machine feeds itself from a coil of brass or iron wire suspended from the roof, and cuts and twists into shanks, by one process, at the rate of 360 per minute, or nearly 75,000,000 per annum. Some button manufacturers employ one of these machines; the majority buy the shanks.”

* * * * *

GUNS AND SWORDS. - According to Hutton, the historian of Birmingham, the town was indebted for its occupation in supplying our army with fire-arms, to an ancestor of a gentleman who now represents a division of Warwickshire, a Sir Roger Newdigate, in the time of William III.

The story, however, seems only half-true. Hutton would imply that the first muskets manufactured in England were made in Birmingham. It seems more likely, that the connexion with William III. arose from the desire of that monarch to have the flint-lock, which was superseding the match-lock on the Continent, made in his own dominions.

At any rate, the revolution of 1688, which the romantic anti-commercial party 

of Young England so deeply regret, gave Birmingham its gun trade, as well as Hampton Court its asparagus beds. 

When Walpole gave us peace, the attention of the manufacturers was directed to fowling-pieces, and from that time forward Birmingham has contained the greatest fire-arm factory in the world, although, of course, subject to many fluctuations. Twenty years ago, “A long war soon,” was as regular a toast at convivial meetings of Birmingham manufacturers, as at any mess-room or in any cock-pit in her majesty's service.

The government has made several attempts, by establishing manufactories with public money and under official control, to become independent of Birmingham, but the end has invariably been great loss and pitiful results in the number of arms produced.

We hope to live to see the time when our navy will be built as economically as our guns are made - by private contract - and our public ship-yards confined to the repairing department.

During the war which ended at the battle of Waterloo, the importance and prosperity of the gun-makers were great. It was calculated that a gun a minute was made in Birmingham on the average of a year, but the Peace threw numbers out of work and reduced wages very considerably.

Time has brought the trade to a level; indeed, it is one of the great advantages of Birmingham, that the prosperity of the town does not rest on any one trade; so that if some are blighted others are flourishing, and when one fails the workmen are absorbed into other parallel employments.

The gun trade now depends for support on the demand for - first, cheap muskets for African and other aboriginal tribes; secondly, on cheap fowling-pieces, rifles, pistols, blunderbusses, etc., for exportation to America, Australia, and other countries where something effective is required at a moderate price; thirdly, on the home demand for fowling-pieces of all qualities, from the commonest to those sold at the West End of London, at fancy prices; fourthly, on that for fire-arms required by our army and navy; and, lastly, on occasional uncertain orders created by wars and revolutions on the Continent.

There are a vast number of guns, or parts of guns, made in Birmingham, which bear the names of retailers in different parts of the kingdom. Even very fashionable gun-makers find it worth their while to purchase goods in the rough state from Birmingham manufacturers on whom they can depend, and finish them themselves.

This is rendered easy by the system. No one in Birmingham makes the whole of a gun. The division of labour is very great; the makers of the lock, the barrel, and the stock, are completely distinct, and the mechanics confine themselves to one branch of a department. The man who makes the springs for a lock has nothing to do with the man who makes the nipple or the hammer; while the barrel-forger has no connexion with the stock-maker or lock-maker. The visitor who has the necessary introductions, should by no means omit to visit a gun-barrel factory, as there are a good many picturesque effects in the various processes, beside the mechanical instruction it affords.

The following is the order of the fabrication of a common gun: - 

The sheets for barrels are made from scraps of steel and iron, such as old coach-springs, knives, steel chains, horse shoes and horseshoe nails, and sheets of waste steel from steel pen manufactories.

These, having been sorted, are bound together, and submitted first to such a furnace, and then to such a steam hammer as we described in our visit to Wolverton, until it is shaped into a bar of tough iron, which is afterwards rolled into sheets of the requisite thickness.

From one of these sheets a length sufficient to make a gun barrel is cut off by a pair of steam-moved shears, of which the lower jaw is stationary and the upper weighs a ton, of which plenty of examples may be seen in every steam engine factory.

The slip of iron is made red hot, placed between a pair of rollers, one of which is convex and the other concave, and comes out in a semicircular trough shape; again heated, and again pressed by smaller rollers, by which the cylinder is nearly completed. A long bar of iron is passed through the cylinder, it is thrust into the fire again, and, when red hot, it is submitted to the welder, who hammers it and heats it and hammers it again, until it assumes the form of a perfect tube.

Damascus barrels are made by incorporating alternate layers of red hot steel and iron, which are then twisted into the shape of a screw while at white heat. The bar thus made is twisted in a cold state by steam power round a bar into a barrel shape, then heated and welded together.

These are the barrels which present the beautiful variegated appearance which gives them the name of Damascus.

The barrels, whether common or twisted, are then bored by a steel rod, kept wet with water or oil, and turned by steam. The process occupies from two to three hours for each barrel.

The next operation is that of grinding the outside of the barrel with sandstone wheels, from five to six feet in diameter when new, driven by steam. These stones chiefly come from the neighbouring district of Bilston; in four months' work, a stone of this size will be reduced to two feet.

The employment is hard, dangerous from the stones often breaking while in motion, in which case pieces of stone weighing a ton have been known to fly through the roof of the shop; unwholesome, because the sand and steel dust fill eyes, mouth, and lungs, unless a certain simple precaution is taken which grinders never take.

After grinding, a nut is screwed into the breech, and the barrel is taken to the proof house to be proved.

The proof house is a detached building, the interior of which is lined with plates of cast iron.

The barrels are set in two iron stocks, the upper surface of one of which has a small gutter, to contain a train of powder; in this train the barrels rest with their touchholes downwards, and in the rear of the breeches of the barrels is a mass of sand. When the guns, loaded with five times the quantity of powder used in actual service, have been arranged, the iron-lined doors and windows are closed, and a train extending to the outside through a hole is fired.

Some barrels burst and twist into all manner of shapes; those which pass the ordeal are again examined after the lapse of twenty-four hours, and, if approved, marked with two separate marks, one for viewing and one for proving. The mark for proving consists of two sceptres crossed with a crown in the upper angle; the letters B and C in the left and right, and the letter P in the lower angle. For viewing only, V stands instead of P underneath the crown, the other letters omitted.

After proving, the jiggerer fastens the pin, which closes up the breech.

In the mean time the construction of the lock, which is an entirely different business, and carried on in the neighbouring towns of Wednesbury, Darleston, and Wolverhampton, as well as in Birmingham, has been going on.

The gun lock makers are ranged into two great divisions of forgers and filers, beside many subdivisions.

The forgers manufacture the pieces in the rough, the filers polish them and put them together. In the percussion lock, there are fifteen pieces; in the common flint lock, eight.

By a process patented about eleven years ago, parts of a gun lock formerly forged by hand are now stamped with a die. The use of this invention was opposed by the men, but without success.

The barrel and lock next pass into the hands of the stocker.

The stocks, of beechwood for common guns, of walnut for superior, of which much is imported from France and Italy, arrive in Birmingham in a rough state. The stocker cuts away enough of the stock to receive the barrel, the lock, the ramrod, and shapes it a little.

The next workman employed is the screw-together. He screws on the heel plate, the guard that protects the trigger, puts in the trigger plate, lets in the pipes to hold the ramrod, puts on the nozzle cap, and all other mountings.

After all this, a finisher takes the gun to pieces, and polishes, fits all the mountings, or sends them to be polished by women; the lock is sent to the engraver to have an elephant and the word “warranted,” if for the African market, put on it; a crown and the words “tower proof,” if for our own military service; while the stock is in the hands of the maker off and cleanser, it is carved, polished, and, if needful, stained.

Common gun barrels are polished or browned to prevent them from rusting, real Damascus barrels are subjected to a chemical process, which brings out the fine wavy lines and prevents them from rusting.

All these operations having been performed, the barrel, the lock, and the stock, are brought back by the respective workmen who have given them the final touch, and put together by the finisher or gun maker, and this putting together is as much as many eminent gunmakers ever do. But, by care and good judgment, they acquire a reputation for which they can charge a handsome percentage.

For these reasons, with local knowledge, it is possible to obtain from a Birmingham finisher who keeps no shop, a first-rate double gun at a very low figure compared with retail prices.

Belgium and Germany compete with Birmingham for cheap African guns, and even forge the proof marks. Neither in quality nor in price for first-rate articles can any country compete with us.

* * * * *

SWORDS AND MATCHETTS. - The sword trade of Birmingham is trifling compared with that in guns. The foreign demand has dwindled away until it has become quite insignificant, and the chief employment is afforded by our own army and navy. Nevertheless, good swords are made in Birmingham, which is the only town in England where any manufacture of the kind exists, although the blades often bear the names of more fashionable localities.

It is among the traditions of the Birmingham trade, that in 1817, when our Government was about to transfer its orders for swords to Germany, in consequence of the inferiority of English swords, a Mr. Gill claimed to compete for the contract; and that in order to show what he could do, he appeared before the Board of Ordnance with a sword, which he tied round his thigh, and then untied, when it immediately became straight. In the end Mr. Gill was the means of retaining the sword trade in Birmingham.

Sword-grinding is worth seeing. Sword-makers find their principal employment in producing Matchetts, a tool or weapon very much like the modern regulation cutlass, but stronger and heavier, with a plain beech-wood handle, worth wholesale from 6d. to 9d. each. They are used in the East and West Indies, Ceylon, and South America, for cutting down sugar-canes and similar uses. We take the name to be Spanish; it is used by Defoe and Dampier. We only mention the article as one of the many odd manufactures made, but never sold retail, in England.

* * * *

STEEL PENS. - All the steel pens made in England, and a great many sold in France, Germany, and America, whatever names or devices they may bear, are manufactured in Birmingham. In this respect, as in many others of the same nature, the Birmingham manufacturers are very accommodating, and quite prepared to stamp on their productions the American Eagle, the Cap of Liberty, the effigy of Pio Nono, or of the Comte de Chambord, if they get the order, the cash, or a good credit. And they are very right; their business is to supply the article, the sentiment is merely a matter of taste.

There are eighteen steel pen manufacturers in the Birmingham Directory, and eight penholder makers. Two manufacturers employ about 1,000 hands, and the other seventeen about as many more.

We can most of us remember when a long hard steel pen, which required the nicest management to make it write, cost a shilling, and was used more as a curiosity than as a useful comfortable instrument. About 1820, or 1821, the first gross of three slit pens was sold wholesale at 7 pounds 4s. the gross of twelve dozen. A better article is now sold at 6d. a gross.

The cheapest pens are now sold wholesale at 2d. a gross, the best at from 3s.6d. to 5s.; and it has been calculated that Birmingham produces not less than a thousand million steel pens every year. America is the best foreign customer, in spite of a duty of twenty-four per cent; France ranks next, for the French pens are bad and dear.

Mr. Gillott, who is one of the very first in the steel-pen trade, rose by his own mechanical talents and prudent industry from a very humble station. He was, we believe, a working mechanic, and invented the first machine for making steel pens, which for a long period he worked with his own hands; he makes a noble use of the wealth he has acquired; his manufactory is in every respect a model for the imitation of his townsmen, as we shall show when we say a few words about the condition of the working population; a liberal patron of our best modern artists, he has made a collection of their works, which is open to the inspection of any respectable stranger.

The following description of his manufactory, which is not open to strangers without special cause shown, will be found interesting in a social as well as a commercial and mechanical point of view.

* * * *

GILLOTT'S STEEL-PEN FACTORY. - In the first department, sheets of steel received from Sheffield are passed through rolling mills driven by steam, under charge of men and boys, until they are reduced to the thinness of a steel pen, to the length of about thirty inches, and the breadth of about three inches. These steel slips are conveyed to a large roomy workshop, with windows at both sides, scrupulously clean, where are seated in double rows an army of women and girls, from fourteen to forty years of age, who, unlike most of the women employed in Birmingham manufactories, are extremely neat in person and in dress. A hand press is opposite each; the only sound to be heard is the bump of the press, and the clinking of the small pieces of metal as they fall from the block into the receptacle prepared for them. One girl of average dexterity is able to punch out one hundred gross per day. Each division is superintended by a toolmaker, whose business it is to keep the punches and presses in good working condition, to superintend the work generally, and to keep order among the workpeople.

The next operation is to place the blank in a concave die, on which a slight touch from a concave punch produces the shape of a semitube. The slits and apertures which increase the elasticity of the pen, and the maker's or vendor's name, are produced by a similar tool.

When complete all but the slit, the pens are soft and pliable, and may be bent or twisted in the hand like a piece of thin lead. They are collected in grosses, or great grosses, into small square iron boxes, and placed by men who are exclusively employed in this department in a furnace, where they remain until box and pens are of a white heat. They are then taken out and immediately thrown hissing into oil, which cures them of their softness, by making them as brittle as wafers. On being taken out they are put in a sieve to drain, and then into a cylinder full of holes, invented by Mr. Gillott, which, rapidly revolving, extracts the last drop of moisture from the pens, on a principle that has been successfully applied to drying sugar, salt, and a vast number of other articles of the same nature. By this invention Mr. Gillott saves in oil from 200 to 300 pounds a-year.

The pens having been dried are placed in other cylinders, and polished by mutual friction, produced by reverberatory motion. They are then roasted or annealed, so as to procure the requisite temper and colour, whether bronze or blue. The last process is that of slitting, which is done by women, with a sharp cutting tool. One girl, with a quick practised finger, can slit as many as 28,800 pens in a day. They are now ready for the young girls whose duty it is to count and pack them in boxes or grosses for the wholesale market.

It has lately been stated by one of a deputation to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, on the subject of the paper duties, that steel pens for the French market are sent in bags instead of arranged on cards to the loss of paper makers and female labour, in consequence of the heavy excise duty on card board.

* * * *

BRASSWORK. - Birmingham is by far the greatest producer of ornamental and useful brasswork. In the directory will be found a list which affords some idea of the number and varieties of the brass trade, as all these employ a certain number of working hands, varying from two or three apprentices to many hundred skilled workmen. It includes bell-founders, bottle-jack makers, brass founders, bronze powder makers, brass casters, clasp makers, coach lamp furniture, ornament makers, cock founders, compass makers, copper-smiths, cornice pole makers, curtain ring, bronze wire fender, gas-fitting, lamps, chandeliers (partly brass, partly glass), ecclesiastical ornament, lantern, letter-clip, mathematical instrument, brass and metallic bedstead, military ornament, brass nail, saddlers' ironmonger, (chiefly brass), scale, beam, and weighing machines, stair rod, moulding and astrigal, brass thimble makers, tube, brass and copper-wire drawers, wire workers and weavers, and many other trades less directly connected with brass.

New articles are made in this metal every day. One manufacturer, who first hit upon the hand-clip for papers, made a very handsome sum by it. The Registration of Designs Act has been a great stimulus to certain branches of this trade. Lucifer boxes are quite a new article, unknown the other day, now manufactured in thousands for all quarters of the globe, Germany, Russia, Holland, India, Australia, California. Then there are ornaments for South American and Cuban saddles and harness; rings for lassos, and bells for sheep, cattle, and sledges, brass rings, as coins for Africa; and weights for weighing gold in California.

Among the branches of the brass trade which have become important, since the increase of emigration about 5000 ship lamps have been made in one year, at a cheap rate; and within the last five years brass egg cups have been sent in enormous numbers to Turkey, where they are used to hand round coffee. South America is a great mart for cheap brass ware.

Of this trade, it may be said, in the words of a vulgar proverb, “as one door shuts another opens.” 

he use of china and glass, in conjunction with brass for house furniture and chandeliers, has also created a variety, and afforded an advantageous impetus to the trade.

Mr. Winfield is one of the manufacturers in brass whose showrooms are open to the public. He also has claims on our attention for the wise and philanthropic manner in which he has endeavoured to supply the lamentable deficiency of education among the working classes.

He holds a very leading position as a manufacturer of balustrades, tables, window-cornices, candelabra chandeliers, brackets, curtain-bands, and above all of metal bedsteads, which last he has supplied to some of the chief royal and princely families of Europe, besides Spain, Algeria, and the United States. In all these works great attention has been paid to design as well as workmanship, as was amply proved both at the local exhibition in 1849, where a large gas bracket, in the Italian style, of brass, with Parisian ornaments, excited much admiration; and in 1851, in Hyde Park, where we especially noted an ormolu cradle and French bedstead in gilt and bronze, amid a number of capital works of his production.

Mr. Winfield is patentee of a curious process for drawing out the cylinders used in making bedsteads. 

Messrs. Messengers and Sons have one of the finest manufactories in ornamental iron, brass, and bronze, for lamps, chandeliers, and table ornaments. For a long series of years they have spared no expense in obtaining the best models and educating their workmen in drawing and modelling. In their show-rooms will be found many very pleasing statues in gold-colour, in bronze, and copies from antique types of vases, lamps, candelabra, etc.

Messrs. Salt and Lloyd are also eminent lamp makers, and generally exhibit, beside table-lamps, the last and best carriage-lamps.

Messrs. Ratcliffes are another enterprising firm.

All such of these manufactories as have show-rooms open to strangers, will be found by an inquiry at any hotel; for although Birmingham is a large town, everybody knows everybody, and the cab drivers will usually be found competent to guide through the voyage of investigation.

Next, after brass, we will take steel, divided into heavy and light steel toys.

* * * *

HEAVY STEEL TOYS. - Heavy steel toys are the name by which, by a sort of Brummagem Bull, a variety of articles which are the very reverse of toys, and which are often not made of steel at all, are designated. Heavy steel toys are tools or articles of an implement nature, used in domestic economy.

The list includes nearly 600 articles. Among these are included the tools of carpenters, coopers, gardeners, butchers, glaziers, farriers, saddlers, tinmen, shoemakers, weavers, wheelwrights, as well as corkscrews, sugar- tongs, sugar-nippers, boot-hooks, button-hooks, door-scrapers, calipers, printing-irons, dog-collars, chains, whistles, tinderboxes, and tobacco-stoppers.

Hammers occupy a leading place, of which there are two or three hundred varieties, belonging to different trades, each of which is divided into eight or ten different weights. Birmingham has the largest share of the heavy toy trade, although there are extensive manufacturers in Sheffield and Wolverhampton. Fine edge tools are chiefly and best made at Sheffield.

This trade increases annually in importance, as it consists of articles which are greatly in demand in new countries; and new markets are opened by every new colonising enterprise of the Anglo-Saxon race. The manufacture includes a great deal of wood-work for handles, as well as iron and steel. For although many axes are made for the American market, after special patterns, and with national mottoes, no handles are ever sent, as the backwoodsmen have better wood for their purpose at command. Our axe handles are stiff; a backwoodsman must have a flexible handle or haft.

The Germans once tried to compete with us in the home market, but the attempt was a failure.

As an instance of the odd accidents that affect the Birmingham trade, about three years ago, when flounces were in fashion, a great demand sprang up for pinking irons, previously only used for ornamenting the hems of shrouds. A workman informed the correspondent of the Morning Chronicle that he had earned about 3 pounds a week for two years at making them. 

The scientific tools of housebreakers are known to be made by certain journeymen in the steel toy trade. On the other hand, hand-cuffs, leg-irons, and similar restraining instruments are manufactured for home use and exportation.

Occasionally, London and Liverpool houses in the Brazilian or Cuban trade have ordered suits of chains, intended for the use of slave-ships. These are cheap, coarse, painted black, and horrid looking. Among the orders on the books of a manufacturer, were several dozen pair of hand-cuffs for ladies.

* * * *

THE EDGE TOOL MANUFACTURE, which is increasing in Birmingham, probably in consequence of the repeated strikes at Sheffield, added to the superior position of Birmingham as regards coal, and the markets of London, Liverpool, and Bristol, is often carried on in conjunction with that of steel toys.

There are forty-five different kinds of axes; fourteen for the American market, twelve adzes, twenty-six bills and bill-hooks, and upwards of seventy hoes for different foreign countries - Spain, Portugal, South America, the United States, and Australia, which will soon consume as much hardware as America did fifty years ago.

* * * *

LIGHT STEEL TOYS. - These include chatelains, watch chains, keys, seals, purses, slides, beads, waist buckles, dress swords, steel buttons for court dresses, bodkins, spectacle frames, knitting and netting implements, and steel snuffers. Shoe and knee buckles, which were once universally worn, alone employed five thousand persons in their manufacture, when it was the staple trade of the town. The expense and inconvenience of shoe buckles sent them out of fashion. Dragoons hung in the stirrup, and cricketers tore the nails of their fingers in picking up cricket balls, from the inconvenient buckle.

The trade is extremely fluctuating, and depends very much on inventive taste in which we are manifestly inferior to the French. Some articles we can make better than they can, but they are always bringing out something new and pretty. In small beads they undersell us enormously, while in beads of 1/6th of an inch in diameter, and upwards, we can undersell them.

A visit to a manufactory of light steel toys will afford a great deal of amusement and instruction.

* * * *

MEDALLING. - DIE SINKING. - Here again are trades by which Birmingham keeps up its communication with all the civilised, and part of the uncivilised world.

The first great improvements in coining the current money of the realm originated at Soho, near Birmingham, at the manufactories of two men whose memory Englishmen can never hold in sufficient respect - Matthew Boulton and James Watt. They were the inventors of the machinery now in use in the Royal Mint; for a long period they coined the copper money, as also some silver money for the United Kingdom, as well as money of all denominations for many foreign countries, tokens, and medals innumerable. They made coins for the French Convention.

During the war, when money was scarce and small notes were in circulation, many tradesmen, and several public establishments issued “tokens,” which were, in fact, metal promissory notes, as they were seldom of the intrinsic value stamped on them. By this expedient retailers advertised themselves, and temporarily increased their capital. Some successful speculators made fortunes, others were ruined by the presentation of all their metal notes of hand at periods of panic.

At any rate, the manufacture of these articles had a great deal to do with the education of workmen for the medal manufacture which is now so extensively carried on.

The dies from which coins and medals are struck, are, of course, all executed by hand, and the excellence of each coin or medal depends on the skill of each individual workman; therefore there has been no great improvement in execution - indeed, some medals and coins struck two thousand years ago, rival, if they do not excel, the best works of the present day. The improvements of modern mechanical science are all in the die presses, and in producing cheap metal. These improvements have enabled Birmingham to establish a large trade in cheap medals, which are issued in tens of thousands on every occasion that excites the public mind. Jenny Lind and Father Mathew were both excellent customers of the medallists in their day.

The medallists are not confined to the home market; France has been supplied with effigies of her rival Presidents, Louis Napoleon and Cavaignac, and we should not be surprised to find that some day a contract has been taken for the medals which the Pope blesses and distributes. Schools and Temperance Societies are good customers, and occasionally a good order comes in from a foreign state or colony, for coins. In 1850 Mr. Ralph Heaton made ten tons of copper coin for Bombay, called cock money, so called because bearing a cock on the obverse, from dies purchased at the sale at Soho.

The late Sir Richard Thomason was a considerable manufacturer of medals, and a very curious collection may be seen at the showrooms of his successor, Mr. G. R. Collis, who carries on the same trade, and is consul for a number of countries between Turkey and Timbuctoo.

The most important part of the die-sinking trade, is that for making patterns in brass, mixed metal, and iron in curtain bands, pins, lamp pillars, cornices, coffin furniture, and all articles in which stamping has superseded the more expensive process of hammering out.

Within the last twenty years, and notably within the last ten years, public taste has required an increased amount of ornament in all domestic manufactures; stimulated by this demand, great improvements have been made in stamping, and excellence in the art of die-sinking has become more widely diffused. The Birmingham die-sinkers admit that they are inferior to the French in design, while in the execution of cutting heavy steel dies, they are decidedly superior. Die-sinking is an art, like painting or sculpture, which requires personal aptitude to enable an apprentice to acquire excellence.

It is carried on in Birmingham by men who work themselves, employing two or three journeymen. The names of these artists seldom appear. A London or Parisian tradesman undertakes an order which is passed to some noted Birmingham House, which transmits it to a hard-handed man in a back street.

* * * *

COFFIN ORNAMENTS. - The manufacture of ornaments for coffins is a very important part of the trade, and it is curious to find, that even in this last concession to human vanity, there is a constant demand for new designs.

Who is it that examines and compares the ornaments of one coffin with that of another? We never heard of the survivors of a deceased examining an undertaker's patterns. And yet, a house which consumes forty tons of cast iron per annum for coffin handles, stated to the gentleman to whose letters we are indebted for this information, “Our travellers find it useless to show themselves with their pattern books at an undertaker's, unless they have something tasteful, new, and uncommon. The orders for Ireland are chiefly for gilt furniture for coffins. The Scotch, also, are fond of gilt, and so are the people in the west of England. But the taste of the English is decidedly for black. The Welsh like a mixture of black and white. Coffin lace is formed of very light stamped metal, and is made of almost as many patterns as the ribbons of Coventry. All our designs are registered, as there is a constant piracy going on, which it is necessary to check.”

Dies are cut in soft metal and then hardened.

Die-sinking is one of the arts so interesting in all its branches, from the first design to the finished coin or ornament, that every intelligent traveller should endeavour to see it. 

* * * *

PLATERS, GILDERS, AND ELECTRO-PLATERS. - Large fortunes have been made in Birmingham by plating copper, “in the good old times;” but Sheffield was, until within the last ten years, the principal seat of the manufacture. Sheffield plate was a very superior article, and for years would look and stand wear like silver. Plating was effected by laying a thin film of silver on a sheet of copper, which was afterwards shaped into tea or coffee services, forks, spoons, candlesticks, trays, tea urns, and other articles for house use. It was also applied to harness, saddlery, and every thing formerly made of silver alone. A great impetus was given to this trade by our intercourse with the continent at the close of the war, which sent steel pronged forks out of fashion. The first inroad upon the plates on copper was made by the invention of white metal, called German silver. The next was the discovery of the art of plating by galvanic instead of mechanical agency, now known as electro-plating. The result of the application of electric power to plating, however, has been to transfer a large share of the Sheffield plate business to Birmingham. It is a curious fact that a veterinary surgeon (of the name of Askew) invented the first German silver manufactured in England, and that a Dr. Wright, of the same town, discovered the practicability of electro-plating about the same time that several other persons had discovered that metal could be deposited by a galvanic current, but had not thought of applying it practically to manufactures.

The old system of plating is still carried on both in Sheffield and in Birmingham; improvements have been introduced by the employment of a white metal instead of copper as the foundation, and by grafting on, as it were, silver tips to forks and silver edges to prominent ornaments; but the balance of advantage in economy and facility are so greatly in favour of the electro-plating process, that, no doubt, when the patents under which it is now worked expire, its use will become universal.

Since the first patent was published, important improvements have been made in France, Germany, and America, which the original patentees have incorporated. Copperplates cast from wood cuts and stereotypes can be reproduced with great facility and economy, and the exact touches of an artist in clay or wax can be reproduced in metal without the translation of casting. Nothing is too small or too large, - the colossal statue of an Amazon on horseback spearing a lioness, by Kiss, the Berlin sculptor, exhibiting in the Hyde Park Exhibition of 1851, was copied in zinc and bronzed by this process; and, by the same means, flowers, feathers, and even spiders' webs have been covered with a metal film.

At present, a handsome electro-plated teapot, exactly resembling silver, may be purchased at what a Britannia metal one cost fifteen years ago.

Messrs. Elkington and Mason, the purchasers of the secret from the original discoverer and authors of valuable improvements, are at the head of one of the finest and most interesting silver and electroplating establishments in the kingdom.

In commencing this new manufacture, the commercial difficulties they had to overcome, in addition to those of a practical and mechanical nature, were very formidable.

The Messrs. Elkingtons originally intended to confine themselves to plating for the trade. But the prejudice against the new process was so great, that the manufacturers of the needful articles could not be induced to try it. Messrs. Elkington were, therefore, very unwillingly, compelled to invest a capital in becoming manufacturers of plated forks, spoons, cruets, candlesticks, tea services, and all the et ceteras of imitation silver. The additional venture did not serve their purpose. The retail dealers, equally prejudiced, refused or neglected to push off the new plate. More anxiety and more expenditure of capital followed, for the patentees were obliged to establish retail establishments in several cities in this country, America, and our Colonies. The struggle ended in complete success; the use of electro plate has become universal, and the manufacture is not confined to Messrs. Elkington, but is carried on, under licence from the Patentees, by a vast number of firms. The result, however, has been, as already stated, to transfer a good deal of the plated trade of Sheffield to Birmingham, for the former town has slowly and unwillingly adopted the new method, which has deprived its manufacturers of their ancient pre-eminence. Electro-plating has not, as was imagined on its first discovery, lessened the demand for manual labour in the plate trade; on the contrary, it has largely increased it, while extending the sale of a superior, and superseding an inferior, class of goods.

Although for all ordinary articles, such as forks, spoons, teapots, etc., there are, no doubt, many manufacturers in Birmingham quite equal to Messrs. Elkingtons, their manufactory is especially worth visiting; because, in the first place, the whole manufactory is open, and conveniently arranged for the inspection of visitors; and, in the next place, the firm pay great attention to the artistic merit of their more expensive work. They spare no expense to obtain copies from the best antique models, and original designs from living artists, beside keeping up a staff of draughtsmen and modellers. In the manufactory may be seen the whole history of a plated dinner service, from the pickle fork to the epergne, or vase, which crowns the centre of the table at a grand banquet.

In one room men are at work in cutting out forks and spoons from flat sheets of white metal, which is afterwards shaped, ornamented, engraved, and then, if to be covered with silver, subjected to the action of a current of electricity, produced by an immense pair of magnets - if to be coated with gold, to the action of galvanic batteries; this process requires explanation which must be sought in works, like Mr. Alfred Smee's, especially devoted to the subject. Then comes the burnishing, by the action of leather-covered wheels and wire brushes, in steam-driven motion, and then the burnishing by hand, which is chiefly performed by young girls and women. And an agreeable and profitable occupation it seems to be.

The manufacture of such articles as teapots is equally interesting. In the process of joining such parts as the handle and spout by hard solder, that is to say, solder as difficult to melt as the main body of the object, one of the most valuable inventions for chemical processes, the blow-pipe, is employed with the aid of two other great scientific aids of modern times. The flame of the blow-pipe is made by a stream of gas, and driven, instead of by a man's breath, by a steam blast, so that the mechanic has a power and a facility of manipulation which would be unattainable under the old system of working with a lamp and puffed out cheeks. There is great matter for reflection in the sight of the hundreds of ingenious industrious workmen and workwomen under one roof, employed mainly through the agency of three powers, which, if not discovered, were utilised in the last years of the eighteenth, and early years of the nineteenth century - Steam, Gas and Electricity.

In one series of the workshops of this same establishment, a considerable manufacture of genuine silver plate is carried on, and it is curious to find mechanics engaged in hammering out or chasing plate, using exactly the same tool that was employed in the fifteenth century, or perhaps in Roman times. No improvement has, or, as it would appear, can be, effected; all superiority now, as then, depending on the workmen. 

A great deal of ornamental work, of a stereotype character, is done by stamping instead of chasing. The steel dies for this purpose form a very costly stock in trade. A single pair of dies for a sacramental cup will sometimes cost 150 pounds.

Among the modern improvements, we must not fail to note the patent seamless teapots of Britannia metal, and white metal, electrotyped - capital things for bachelors, the spouts are not likely to melt off on the hob.

The show rooms of this establishment contain, in addition to the ordinary contents of a silversmith's shop, a number of exquisite copies in gold, silver, and bronze electro-plate of cups and vases of Greek and Etruscan execution, and of chased work by Benvenuto Cellini, and other master goldsmiths of the fifteenth century.

The Messrs. Elkington have doubled their trade since the Birmingham Exhibition in 1848, and there is reason to believe that, instead of displacing labour as was anticipated, this invention has increased the number and the wages of the parties employed.

* * * *

The Britannia Metal manufacture is closely allied to the plate trade; an ingenious improvement, well worth examination, has recently been introduced by Messrs. Sturgis of Broad Street, by which teapots are cast whole, instead of having the spouts and handles soldered on. 

* * * *

The Gilt Toy and Mock Jewellery Trade, once one of the staple employments of Birmingham artizans, has dwindled away until it now occupies a very insignificant place in the Directory. Bad cheap articles, with neglect of novelty and taste in design, ruined it. In cheap rubbish foreigners can always beat us, but the Birmingham gilt toy men made things “to sell” until no one would buy.

* * * *

FOX AND HENDERSON'S MANUFACTORY. - The London works conducted by Messrs. Fox,Henderson, and Co., who have become known to all the world by their rapid and successful erection of the Crystal Palace, are situated at Smethwick, about four miles from Birmingham on the Dudley Road. They were established after the commencement of the London and Birmingham Railway, for the manufacture of iron and machinery required in the construction of railways.

The shops, which are of large dimensions, are built in a quadrangle, enclosing a large area or open space, which is employed as a yard for material or finished goods as may be accidentally required. The first place into which the stranger is shown is called the Truck shop, and will accommodate three hundred carriage builders and carpenters. Adjoining it is the Boiler Makers' shop, or, more properly, a shop for workers in plate-iron, for boilers are not made in the establishment, but iron doors, navy casks, and wrought iron railway carriages are produced in this department. These shops form one side of the quadrangle.

The forges, which are very numerous, occupy the first department of another side of the range of buildings. The forges, as is now usual, are supplied with air by the motion of a fan worked by the engine, and by the side of them many strong and stalwart arms are wielded with as much skill and ingenuity as distinguished some of the smiths of the middle ages. The Mechanical Engineering shops join the forges, and in them will be found many of those beautiful self-acting tools for which this age is so remarkable. There are drilling, planing, screwing, and slotting machines of various designs and adapted to different purposes, as well as numerous expensive and very perfect lathes. Here the switches used for conducting trains from one line to another are made, as well as all kinds of machine work. Connected with this is the Turntable shop, which is, to a stranger, as interesting as any part of the establishment, from the magnitude of the machinery and the ease with which gigantic masses of iron are carried about by the traveller to and from the planing and other machines. The Wheel shop, which is next visited, is chiefly used for the manufacture of railway carriage wheels, of which, as must be well known, there are many varieties. The Foundry and Anchor manufactory must not be omitted in an enumeration of the departments.

The other two sides of the quadrangle are occupied by saw-pits, painters' shops, stores, offices, and all the conveniences required for carrying on a business which frequently gives employment to eleven or twelve hundred men.

The reputation of Messrs. Fox, Henderson, and Co., has been long established among engineers for the construction of railway bridges, iron roofs, and works of a similar kind; but it has been made European, if not universal, by the rapidity and skill with which they have constructed the Industrial Exhibition.

Strangers, if introduced, are permitted to see the works.

Besides the manufactures we have enumerated and described, there are many others of more or less importance; and new inventions and the spur of enterprise are creating new manufactures in Birmingham every day.  There are manufacturers of steam-engines and other machinery, of stoves, grates, and other iron foundry. One firm (Messrs. Hardman Iliffe) employs a great number of workmen in making every kind of church furniture, from the most approved mediaeval models and the designs of Mr. Pugin. Another executes stained-glass windows. Saddlery and harness, or parts of saddles and whips, employ a certain number of hands; and not only imitation but a good deal of real jewellery is made. There is one large and curious manufactory of gold chains.

In a word, there is no town in the world in which the execution of work, however new or complex, in metal, wood, horn, or ivory, can be so certainly effected as in Birmingham.

There are not many merchants in Birmingham, in the large sense of the term. The chief mercantile business is done by parties termed factors, who in effect are, if not actually, the agents of great merchants. These “factors” purchase what they need for their wholesale customers from the manufacturers. About 2,000 of the Birmingham manufacturers are what are termed garret-masters; they work themselves, and employ a few hands. The “factor” buys as few as half-a-dozen tea-pots, or a hundred gross of pearl buttons, from these little men, until he makes up his number. His business partakes more of the character of retail than wholesale, and the grinding—technically slaughtering - system of the factors of Birmingham has an unfavourable Yankeefying effect on their character.

The principal mercantile houses are in direct communication with American houses, if not actual partners or agents. A panic in New York finds an immediate echo in Warwickshire and Staffordshire, just as a fall or rise of cotton in New Orleans is immediately felt in Lancashire.

It is worth observing, that in some instances great transactions are carried on with wonderfully little show in Birmingham, and no state. We could not give a better instance of the difficulty of “judging by appearances” than in the following sketch from nature.

There is a broad street of tall mean houses, which, except at the workmen's dinner hour, seems always empty.

In this street is a large house of a dirty, faded appearance; the cobwebbed windows blocked up; the door with a broken knocker and a sad want of paint. It is evidently the ci-devant residence of a Birmingham manufacturer of the old school, before the suburbs of Edgbaston and Handsworth sprang up, now turned into a warehouse or receptacle for lumber. As to apply to the front door would be useless, you turn up a dark passage at the side, and reach another dingy door, which gives way with a rattle at your touch, and closes with a rattle and a bang; passing through you ascend a flight of creaking deal stairs, and reach a suite of low rooms, about as imposing in appearance as a deserted printing-office. A few juvenile clerks - the very converse of the snug merchants' clerks of the City of London - are distributed about. A stranger would not give 50 pounds for the furniture, capital, and credit, of the whole concern.

And yet, in this strange place, is conducted a trade of many tens of thousands per annum, with branches in all the principal towns of Germany, Spain, Portugal, South America, and British India!

A rapid idea of the Birmingham hardware trade may be obtained from the extensive show-rooms of Messrs. Herbert, in the Bull-ring.

If we have failed to do justice to any branch of manufacture, we have a very sufficient excuse in the difficulty we experienced in obtaining access to manufactories, or even information as to what was worth examination.

HEALTH AND EDUCATION.

After detailing at such length the material advantages of this interesting and important community, we should not be doing right if we did not present the reverse of the medal in certain drawbacks and deficiencies which seriously interfere with the prosperity and progress of “the hardware village.”

The Birmingham public are so often in the habit of hearing from their favourite orators that they are the most intelligent, moral, and intellectual people in the world, - that their town is the healthiest, and their opinions the soundest, of any community in England, that it is not extraordinary if they overlook blots which are plain enough to a stranger. Perhaps they are quite right; perhaps they are more honest, more sensible, more sound politicians, than any other British community. Perhaps, too, they are cleaner, more sober, and better educated than the towns of A, B, and C; but, without entering into comparisons, which, in such cases, are of no practical benefit, we shall proceed to show that, with all their excellent industrious, intelligent, and ingenious qualities, the people of Birmingham are much more dirty, drunken, and uneducated than they ought to be, considering that the town is in a very healthy situation; that the mass of the population is engaged in skilled employments, and that patriots, bearded and unbearded, are plentiful, who seem to have a great deal of influence, for good or evil.

First, then, as to drunkenness, the great parent of British poverty and crime - drunkenness, which is a greater tax upon us than the National Debt; let us see what share that has in the grievances of Birmingham.

It appears that in 1850 there were, including hotels, taverns, gin-shops, and beer-shops, altogether 1293 establishments for the supply of intoxicating liquors. The total number of houses in the borough being 43,000, it results that in every 33 houses one is a wine, beer, or spirit shop. That as the number of bakers' and chandlers' shops is only 871, there are 422 more shops engaged in selling drink than in selling bread, and if only four persons be supposed to be supported by selling liquors, that will be more than twice as many as are engaged in the gun trade, viz., 2400. Or to put the calculation in another form, if we allow the sum of 50 pounds per annum as the wages of the five thousand persons who live by the sale of intoxicating drinks, it will be found that the people of Birmingham must expend at least a quarter of a million on wine, beer, and spirits.

That too much is so expended is proved by the police returns, which show that out of 3400 persons taken into custody in 1849, nearly half the offences arose from intoxication.

In other respects, considering the population, the crime of Birmingham is rather below than above average. It cannot be said that it is either a brutal or dishonest, but it is essentially a drunken town. The causes of the prevalence of this degrading vice are several, and may be traced out very clearly.

Metal work is hard and thirsty work, but it may be doubted whether what is really drunk while at work, or immediately after work, does harm. But it has long been, and still is, the habit of the mechanics in a number of trades, to make a holiday of Monday; it has even a local name - it is called Shackling day, “Shackling” being a term which can be perfectly translated by the French verb, flaner. A Shackler must drink, if not smoke.

The more plentiful and pressing the work is, the more determined are the men engaged to make Saint Monday, and very often Tuesday and Wednesday also. 

The time so lost when trade is at high water, and the losses imposed on the manufacturer by the consequent non-fulfilment of contracts, eventually form a second drawback on the earnings of the workman, in addition to the day's wages lost, and the days' wages spent on “shackling days.” 

Secondly, it has been proved that a large percentage of the married women engaged in work factories are compelled so to work to support their families in consequence of the improvidence of their husbands.

Thirdly, in the same way children, from a very early age, - seven years, and even younger, - work in order to support their improvident parents.

Women engaged in work all day cannot keep comfortable houses for their husbands. An uncomfortable home drives a husband, no matter of what rank, to the tavern or the club.

The custom of sending children to work from the time they can earn sixpence a-week, renders education impossible. In the evenings they are only fit to sleep: on Sundays, in fine weather, the majority very naturally prefer walking in the fields to the dry task of acquiring knowledge, the value of which they are not sufficiently educated to appreciate.

The effect of the want of education and the habit of idle Mondays on the male population is sufficiently lamentable. A man who can neither read nor write, in addition to the abstract pleasure Saxons have in drinking, finds an occupation and a substitute for ideas in a pot and pipe. The effect on the female population is even more baneful. They are so fully occupied that they have neither time to write, nor to cook, to read nor to sew, and they become wives and mothers with no better qualification for their important duties than girls educated in a fashionable school, without being able to obtain the assistance of servants and governesses.

Wives engaged in factories are obliged to leave their children to the care of strangers or elder children, themselves scarcely above the age of children.

One consequence is, that according to the report of a committee of physicians and surgeons in 1840: “The ratio of infant mortality in Birmingham is very considerable, greatly exceeding that of the metropolis, and of the agricultural districts, though not as high as in some provincial towns.” “Severe burns and scalds, particularly the former, are so numerous, that in the general hospital two rooms are devoted for their reception.”

We have not been able to obtain any precise statistics of education among the operative classes; but we find that among criminals upwards of ninety per cent. are either totally or very imperfectly educated, and that of 15,000 young persons between the age of ten and fifteen engaged in manufacture, not more than 1,000 have an opportunity of education, except from Sunday schools.

In Sunday schools the instruction is confined to reading the scriptures and religious books, except in the schools attached to the meeting-houses of the Society of Friends and the Unitarians, the conductors of which have had the good sense to accommodate their plans to the peculiar wants of a manufacturing district.

No general movement seems to have been attempted to correct this crying evil of infant employment and neglected education, none of the patriots, bearded or shaven, have ventured to exert their strong lungs in so unpopular a cause: it is so much easier to stand on your own dunghill and abuse the lord of the manor than to put on an apron and a cap, mix up the lime and water, and whitewash your own cottage. But several manufacturers have honourably distinguished themselves by beginning the work of reformation at home.

Mr. Gillet, the pen manufacturer, whose work is principally done by females, admits no girls into his shops under thirteen; he makes ability to read indispensable, and gives a preference in obtaining employment to those who can write; and requires a certificate of regular attendance from a Sunday school teacher.

Mr. Winfield, who employs nearly five hundred hands, of whom few are women, established an evening school in 1844, at a charge of a penny a week, for his own work people, in which reading, writing, arithmetic, English grammar, geography, and drawing, are taught, with occasional lectures on the principles of mechanics, natural philosophy, and history. A small library is attached to the school.

“When the school was first established, it was remarked that scarcely a boy knew his companion except by a nickname, and that fights on entering and leaving school were of common occurrence. At present the practice of nicknames has disappeared, and a fight does not take place once in three months.

“The proceedings of the evening commenced with a hymn. An orphan boy, fourteen years of age, a self-taught musician, placed himself before a small organ, provided by Mr. Winfield, and played the evening hymn. All the boys accompanied him with their voices, and sang very creditably; after this they were formed into their usual classes.

“The school labours under great disadvantages; the hours of attendance are not sufficiently long; even these few hours are infringed on when trade is brisk, and the men, working over-hours, require the boys to assist them; and from physical exhaustion of the boys after the labour of the day, they sometimes fall asleep over their books.

“A hymn is sung, a prayer said, and the bible read without comment, no catechism or doctrinal point is introduced. The school includes the sons of people of the Church of England, Roman Catholics, Wesleyans, Presbyterians, and Unitarians.”

Messrs. Peyton & Barlow, metal-bedstead makers, Mr. Bacchus, glass-maker, Mr. Middlemore, currier, and Messrs. Chance, glassmakers, have also established schools for the parties in their employ.

Mr. William Chance is an earnest philanthropist; he has established a ragged school, at his own expense, in Birmingham, open to all, and at his works in Spon Lane, West Bromwich, one school for his workmen alone, and another open to the neighbourhood.

The first school, in Spon Lane, is divided into three departments, for infants, for girls, and for boys. A weekly charge of 3d. is made, for which books and stationery are provided; punctual attendance and cleanliness are conditions insisted upon. The number of scholars, of whom one-third are from Messrs. Chance's works, has steadily increased from the time of opening. The boys are instructed in reading, writing, arithmetic, grammar, geography, and the elements of drawing. The girls are taught plain needlework instead of drawing. No catechism is taught, but the bible is read without comment. One-half are the children of parents in communion with the Church of England, and the other half of Dissenters. In 1850 it contained 190 boys, 80 girls, and 150 infants.

It is difficult to rate too highly the advantage the operative classes obtain from the preliminary training afforded by infant schools. But infant schools are useless, if the education is to cease at seven years old.

The other school is strictly confined to the boys and men employed in the glass works. It opened July, 1850, with 110 scholars, all boys from twelve years of age, before which none are admitted into the manufactory. By degrees the men, at first deterred by shame, began to attend, and at present a considerable number avail themselves of the advantage for commencing or extending the imperfect education they had obtained at Sunday Schools.

These schools are not self-supporting, but are found, even in a commercial point of view, to repay the philanthropic firm by whom they have been founded and supported.

The Birmingham Free and Industrial School, founded in 1847 by the energetic exertions of the Hon. and Rev. Grantham Yorke, Rector of St. Philip, includes a day school for boys and girls above seven years of age; two industrial classes; and an asylum for deserted and orphans. The scholars are not of the class to which we are specially calling attention. We shall, therefore, content ourselves with mentioning the existence of such a School for the refuse population of this large town.

The deficient education of the working classes, consequent on unregulated infant labour, would alone be sufficient to account for the prevalence of the idle custom of losing at least one day every week in busy times, and the drinking habits, which are a blot upon a population of superior intelligence. But a still more demoralizing influence exists in the state of the dwellings of the working classes in Birmingham, which, although at first sight very attractive in appearance, forming neat courts of cottages, compared with the crowded lodging-houses of many manufacturing towns, are, nevertheless, lamentably deficient in two essentials for health and decency, viz., efficient drainage, and a sufficient supply of wholesome water.

In two thousand courts, inhabited by fifty thousand people, the supply of water is either obtained at great loss of time from wells, often dirty, sometimes fetid, or purchased at an extravagant rate from itinerant water-carriers.

A Private Water Company exists, but has scarcely been called upon at all to supply the houses of the working classes. Under these circumstances, with a clean external appearance, the filth in which fifty thousand people live seems to be only understood by the local Medical Inspectors, whose reports have hitherto produced so little effect, it is not extraordinary that after long hours of toil, the inhabitants fly to the bright saloons of gin shops, and the snug tap-rooms of beer shops.

We have dwelt thus at length upon the moral, and educational, and sanitary shortcomings of a town which can, no doubt, draw comparisons, very much to its own advantage, with other manufacturing district towns, because Birmingham is in a position to set an example, to lead the way in an all-important reform without consulting the opinions of the Ministers or the Parliament of the day. Birmingham may, if it pleases, go far toward affording every working man the means of drinking and washing in an ample supply of clean water, of living in a well-drained cottage, and of sending his children to school for two hours every day, without waiting for the decision of Parliament upon all the crotchets of the Chartists, or plans of the Financial Reform Association.

Pity it is that none of the well-applauded Brummagem patriots have pluck enough to battle a little unpopularity in so honest a cause. But clap-trap costs less trouble than work, and gets more cheers.

It is the misfortune of Birmingham to be sacrificed to the disagreements of two rival factions, one calling itself Conservative, and the other Radical, both filling the pockets and doing the work of lawyers at the expense of the ratepayers.

Nothing can be done until the municipal Corporation obtains the powers now vested in several sets of virtually irresponsible Commissioners. When these wars of the Pots and Kettles are ended, the ratepayers will be able to turn their undivided attention to local reforms without having their minds distracted by those little legal squabbles, under cover of which business is neglected, and pockets are picked. It is to be hoped that the session of 1851 will settle this point. 

The whole kingdom is interested in the good government and prosperity of its greatest inland town. 

. . . . .

Modern English Pride 

George Borrow was a Norfolk-born lawyer and travel writer who passed through Birmingham en route to Llangollen in 1854.

In the summer of the year 1854 myself, wife, and daughter determined upon going into Wales, to pass a few months there. We are country people of a corner of East Anglia, and, at the time of which I am speaking, had been residing so long on our own little estate, that we had become tired of the objects around us, and conceived that we should be all the better for changing the scene for a short period.

At length we drew near the great workshop of England, called by some, Brummagem or Bromwicham, by others Birmingham, and I fell into a philological reverie, wondering which was the right name. Before, however, we came to the station, I decided that both names were right enough, but that Bromwicham was the original name; signifying the home on the broomie moor, which name it lost in polite parlance for Birmingham, or the home of the son of Biarmer, when a certain man of Danish blood, called Biarming, or the son of Biarmer, got possession of it, whether by force, fraud, or marriage - the latter, by-the-bye, is by far the best way of getting possession of an estate - this deponent neither knoweth nor careth. 

At Birmingham station I became a modern Englishman, enthusiastically proud of modern England's science and energy; that station alone is enough to make one proud of being a modern Englishman. Oh, what an idea does that station, with its thousand trains dashing off in all directions, or arriving from all quarters, give of modern English science and energy. My modern English pride accompanied me all the way to Tipton; for all along the route there were wonderful evidences of English skill and enterprise; in chimneys high as cathedral spires, vomiting forth smoke, furnaces emitting flame and lava, and in the sound of gigantic hammers, wielded by steam, the Englishman's slave.

(From George Borrow 1854 Wild Wales: Its People, Language and Scenery 
Scenes in Slumland 1901

These articles were originally published as a series in the Birmingham Daily Gazette by the slums correspondent, J Cuming Walters. They were collected in book form 1901. Walters exposed the deputy chairman and five city aldermen as slum landlords; in 1901 the City Council set up a new Housing Committee.

A First Glance Round

The air is heavy with a sooty smoke and with acid vapours, and here it is that the poor live - and wither away and die. How do they live? Look at the houses, the alleys, the courts, the ill-lit, ill-paved, walled-in squares, with last night’s rain still trickling down from the roofs and making pools in the ill-sluiced yards. Look at the begrimed windows, the broken glass, the apertures stopped with yellow paper or filthy rags; glance in at the rooms where large families eat and sleep every day and every night, amid rags and vermin, within dank and mildewed walls from which the blistered paper is drooping, or the bit of discoloration called ‘paint’ is peeling away. Here you can veritably taste the pestilential air, stagnant and mephitic, which finds no outlet in the prison-like houses of the courts; and yet here, where there is breathing space for so few, the many are herded together, and overcrowding is the rule, not the exception. The poor have nowhere else to go.

(From J Cuming Walters 1901 Scenes in Slum-land: Pen pictures of the Black Spots in Birmingham)

Another Very Bad Case

Court 2 Milk Street: Its state can only be described as awful; an abomination. The unpaved, ill-drained yard was at the time of our visit half-full of water. The outhouses were disgusting. The rain was running off the roof in one part and down the wall onto a broken shed. It then trickled down and formed a filthy slop in front of a man’s door. A wash house in the corner seemed not to have been used for years, and was obviously unusable even if anyone wished to go there. It was broken down, a picture of neglect and dirt. We entered one house, with scarcely a whole window to be seen in it, and examined the room downstairs and two rooms upstairs. The place seemed mangy and mouldy. The rotting and darkened staircase was an atrocity. It was difficult to find the way up, and hard to avoid tumbling headlong down. The bedroom floor shook and creaked with the weight of a person walking on it... in these loathsome dens human beings were expected to reside, and pay 4s. or 5s. a week for their accommodation.

(From J Cuming Walters Further Scenes in Slum-land)
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As central Birmingham became increasingly industrialised during the 19th century, living conditions for many people deteriorated. The large Georgian town houses were replaced by smaller middle-class houses which were later let or replaced again by housing for artisans or for the working class who needed to live near their work in the centre. Town gardens and courts were infilled with cramped cheap back-to-back housing for the very poor. Squalid slums stretched from the present site of New Street Station to Snow Hill and down into Digbeth and Deritend.

During the first half of the century the wealthy began to move out to Edgbaston and to rural areas such as Aston, Balsall Heath and Handsworth: industrialists such as Richard Tangye lived at Winson House, Winson Green, later at Gilbertstone House, Sheldon; Joseph Nettlefold at Kingsfield, Kings Heath; Josiah Mason at Norwood House, Erdington. Edgbaston was the home of R L Chance, R W Dale, George Dawson, Joseph Gillott, and members of the Avery, Barrow, Cadbury, Chamberlain, Kenrick, Martineau, Pemberton, Ryland and Sturge families.

During the second half-century the districts closest to town, with notable exception of Edgbaston, were built up, first with middle-class housing often in ribbon development along the roads leading from Birmingham, later with artisan and working-class housing. Railway travel was never cheap; however, it gave the middle-class access to a wider area in which to live and many suburban housing developments follow the building of local stations. Cheaper trams and buses in the last quarter of the 19th century were laid on to the new suburbs and promoted further growth in outlying areas.

By the 1870s the centre of Birmingham was surrounded by working-class housing in Hockley, Lozells, Nechells, Duddeston, Saltley, Deritend, Highgate, Ladywood; only Edgbaston remained a wealthy upper and upper middle-suburb.

Houses were built of local brick from clay pits and brickyards in eastern districts such as Balsall Heath, Billesley, Kings Norton, Saltley, Small Heath, Sparkbrook and Yardley. Indeed building land was advertised with its assets of clay. Most houses were roofed with Welsh slate brought by canal. However, much was increasingly quickly and poorly built in cramped estates. Many dwellings were back-to-back, 2-up-2-down or even one-up-one-down, with shared outside toilets and washing facilities in a communal courtyard. A large number survived until the 1950s, and some well into the 1970s. From the late 1870s bylaws set minimum standards for housing; better quality houses were built in a further concentric circle intermingled and beyond the previous urban area in Rotton Park, Hockley, Winson Green, Lozells and Nechells; and further out in Highgate, Sparkbrook and Small Heath.

By the 1970s there remained scarcely a single back-to-back house: one block much altered survives in the city at B5 Inge Street/ Hurst Street; it to be restored by the National Trust 2001. In some districts a great many Victorian houses survive in good condition and provide acceptable housing for large numbers of people.

As the urban area expanded outwards former rural areas surrounding Birmingham voted to become part of the municipality. The local government system was not well suited to rapid urbanisation until the end of the century. Districts such as Balsall Heath had been urban from 1850 and the rural Kings Norton Board had struggled to cope with the expansion; however, the district did not join Birmingham until 1891.

Dates of Amalgamation with Birmingham:

1838   Bordesley including Duddeston and Nechells, Edgbaston

1891   Balsall Heath, Harborne, Saltley, Ward End

1909   Quinton

1911   Aston, Erdington, Handsworth, Kings Norton, Northfield, Yardley

1928   Perry Barr (part)

1931   Castle Bromwich (west), Lyndon, Minworth (west), Sheldon (north)

1966   Hollywood

1974   Sutton Coldfield

1995   Frankley and Kitwell
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(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Barry Bruff 1989 The Village Atlas, Carl Chinn 1999 One Thousand Years of Birmingham, also almost anything by John Morris Jones for a street-by-street account.)  Note: some of these ‘suburbs’ were rural villages in the 19th century eg. Kings Norton; some modern suburbs are omitted because they were rural areas of scattered population eg. Hall Green.

Victorian Suburbs

	Acocks Green
	Ashted See Duddeston


	Aston

	Balsall Heath
	Bloomsbury See Duddeston


	Birchfield

	Bordesley
	Bordesley Green
	Bournbrook
	Brookfields

	Cotteridge
	
	
	

	Duddeston
	
	
	

	Edgbaston
	Erdington
	
	

	Gosta Green
	Gib Heath
	Gravelly Hill
	Greet

	Handsworth
	Harborne
	Harts Green See Harborne

	Hay Mills
	Highgate
	Hockley
	

	Kings Heath
	Kings Norton
	
	

	Ladywood
	Lee Bank
	Lozells
	

	Moseley
	
	
	

	Nechells
	Newtown
	Northfield
	

	Perry Barr
	
	
	

	Rotton Park
	
	
	

	Saltley
	Selly Oak
	Selly Park
	Small Heath

	Sparkbrook
	Sparkhill
	Stechford
	Stirchley

	Sutton Coldfield
	
	
	

	Ten Acres
	
	
	

	Vauxhall See Duddeston

.
	
	

	Ward End
	Washwood Heath
	Winson Green
	

	Yardley
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B1/ B18/ B19 Hockley
In 1834 Hockley was a rural area on the western fringe of Birmingham and urban only as far west as Summer Hill Road/ Summer Hill Street and as far north as Warstone Lane. By 1850 it was built up from the town centre as far as Hockley Brook aka. Aston Brook (north of B19 Farm Street), the boundary with Aston. By 1881 the Aston side of the brook was also completely urban. Hockley itself was completely built up with working-class housing and industry and encircled by similar urban districts. Large parts of Hockley were rebuilt in the second half of the 20th century, though most of the Jewellery Quarter remains.


B6 Aston
(see BIBLIOGRAPHY Jones 1978)
From the Middle Ages Aston had been a small village centre around the church at Aston Hall Road/ Witton Lane and was still such in 1834. In 1818 parkland and the Holte estate surrounding Aston Hall was sold off making a large rural area available for housing. During the 1830s Aston New Town, an estate of middle class villas was built north of Hockley Brook aka. Aston Brook between B6 Park Lane and Phillips Street. There were small individual developments at Aston village and Lozells and some ribbon development along Walsall Road and Lichfield Road. The population of Aston manor increased from 922 inhabitants in 1831 to 6426 in 1851 to 16 337 in 1861 and Aston became largely a lower-middle-class and upper-working-class area of good quality housing. The focus of the area moved from the church to the Birchfield Road with the building of Aston Council House 1869. Between 1871 and 1881 5000 houses were built, most of them back-to-backs. When the building of back-to-backs was banned in 1883, nearly one third of Aston houses were back-to-backs and the area was predominantly poor working-class. By 1888 building had reached as far north as the Grand Junction (Liverpool) and Sutton railway lines; by 1906 Aston and Witton were completely built up and largely working-class, and urban development had spread towards Perry Barr and Erdington. Shopping centres has grown up along the Lichfield Road especially at Aston Cross on the Lichfield Road at Park Lane, on Birchfield  Road especially at Witton Lane and along Newtown Row especially at Summer Lane. Much of Aston was rebuilt in the 1970s and 1980s though areas of Victorian housing remain especially around Birchfield Road.


B7 Duddeston
(see BIBLIOGRAPHY Jones 1978)
There is confusion about the names of districts around and within Duddeston. As housing developed, so district names changed. Ashted was a late 18th-century development north of Vauxhall Road; Vauxhall took its name from the pleasure gardens at Duddeston Hall and lay between the Grand Junction Birmingham-Liverpool Railway and the River Rea; Duddeston itself lay west of the River Rea and south of the Nechells. The area around Bloomsbury Street was known as Bloomsbury around the end of the 19th century. There still is confusion. The name Nechells Green was adopted for the 1960s redevelopment of the area, though some locals refer to their area as Nechells and others as Duddeston. 
Ashted at the west end of Duddeston had been developed in a rural location beyond the smoky town of Birmingham on Dr John Ash’s estate as a high-class residential suburb in the last part of the 18th century. By 1850 the area had become predominantly working-class and industrial. Duddeston was a rural area with no village focus until the 1850s; by the 1870s working-class housing covered Duddeston, Nechells and Lower Saltley. From 1841 to 1871 the population of Duddeston and Nechells increased from c20 000 to c50 000. Almost nothing remains of Victorian Duddeston, the area having been rebuilt in the 1960s and 1970s and renamed Nechells Green. See Nechells below.

B7 Gosta Green
This area on the edge of the town had been developed for housing by the end of the 18th century. It became a poor working-class neighbourhood during the 19th century. In 1889 the council built the city’s first municipal houses for rent in Ryder Street, and in 1891 in Lawrence Street, Old Cross Street and Duke Street, streets west of Holt Street now under the Aston University site. The quality of housing deteriorated badly and much of the area was demolished soon after World War 2. Little housing was rebuilt and the area zoned for light industry; a large part of the area was gradually taken over during the 20th century for educational use including Aston University and University of Central England, and the Aston Science Park was laid out along the Digbeth Branch of the Birmingham & Fazeley Canal at the end of the 20th century.

B7 Nechells
(see BIBLIOGRAPHY Jones 1978)
Much of Duddeston, Nechells and Lower Saltley were rural until the 1850s; by the 1870s working-class housing covered Nechells and Lower Saltley. As industry developed along the River Rea, from 1841 to 1871 the population of Duddeston and Nechells increased from c20 000 to c50 000. 
Duddeston and Ashted were redeveloped as Nechells Green from 1950. With some exceptions in Nechells itself the Victorian suburb was demolished and rebuilt in the last quarter of the 20th century.


B8 Saltley
(see BIBLIOGRAPHY Jones 1978)
From the Middle Ages there was probably a small village focus in Lower Saltley, B8 Adderley Road/ Alum Rock Road area. Over Saltley = Upper Saltley was the area around Alum Rock Road/ Bowyer Road. Saltley was a scattered rural community in 1834, the nearest part of urban Birmingham being at Ashted. The development of extensive railway works led to the construction of much working-class housing and by 1888 housing and industry covered Nechells from Birmingham and Lower Saltley around Saltley High Street/ Alum Rock Road, Adderley Road and St Saviours Road. Highfield Road was being built up. There was middle-class development along Washwood Heath Road towards Ward End. At Over Saltley (Upper Saltley) Bowyer Road and Anthony Road had been laid out. By 1906 all of Saltley was infilled and, with Bordesley Green, the district was the eastern limit of Birmingham with farmland beyond Highfield Road and Anthony Road. Alum Rock Road grew up as a linear shopping street from around Highfield Road down to the Washwood Heath Road. Much Victorian housing in Saltley survives, large parts of it having been renovated during the 1980s.

B8 Ward End
Ward End was a rural hamlet in 1834 around the parish church in St Margarets Road. By 1906 it had increased very little in size or status. Some examples of Victorian housing survive in Ward End, though most housing is 20th century.

B8 Washwood Heath
(see BIBLIOGRAPHY Jones 1978)
In 1834 a scattered ribbon of high-class development lay along Washwood Heath Road to Ward End. By 1906 Saltley was built up as far as Highfield Road, but apart for some infilling Washwood Heath remained rural and undeveloped. Some Victorian housing survives in Washwood Heath, though most housing is 20th century.


B9 Bordesley
Bordesley was a sub-manor of Aston lying between Deritend and Small Heath; by the Middle Ages the hamlet of Bordesley stood beyond Digbeth on the other side of the River Rea to Birmingham at B12 Bordesley High Street taking advantage of trade along this important route to Birmingham’s market. The manor amalgamated 1838 with Birmingham at a time when this formerly rural area was already being built up from Birmingham town centre outwards. The sale of Bordesley manor house Bordesley Park Road and its large park after 1840 gave impetus to urban development. By the end of the 19th century the area was a poor working class suburb with generally low-quality housing including many back-to-back courts interspersed with small factories and workshops. The area had no clear focus, looking to the city centre or to Small Heath.

B9 Bordesley Green
(see BIBLIOGRAPHY Jones 1978)
By 1834 there was scattered ribbon development from Bordesley along Bordesley Green from Cattell Road/ Garrison Lane as far as Blake Lane. By 1888 the area was built up from Birmingham between Cattell Road/ Bordesley Green and the Coventry Road, Small Heath as far east as Charles Road; to the east remained countryside. A shopping centre grew up around the junction of Bordesley Green and Bordesley Green Road. By 1906 urban development had spread eastwards as far as Blakesland Street and Mansell Road. Many late-Victorian streets remain in Bordesley Green.


B10 Small Heath
Small Heath was a scattered rural community. In 1834 there was a small hamlet from Small Heath on the Coventry Road along Green Lane and Grange Road. By 1888 urban development had reached eastwards as far as Charles Road. By 1906 Small Heath had reached Mansell Road/ Oldknow Road with Bordesley Green built up to the north, Sparkbrook to the south and farmland to the east, although Hay Mills was coming closer. The whole length of the Coventy Road in Small Heath grew into a linear shopping centre. Parts of Small Heath have been rebuilt in the third quarter of the 20th century, but many Victorian houses survive.


B11 Greet
(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Jones 1981)
Greet never developed as a village around the manor house. In 1834 it was a small rural community on the Warwick Road either side of the River Cole around Seeleys Road and Weston Lane. During the 1870s housing development began west of the River Cole on Greet Farm's Petty Fields around Albion Road and Bertha Roads; these were terraced rows for artisans and presumably associated with the Birmingham Small Arms factory. By 1888 urban development had spread along the Warwick Road and between Fernley Road and St Johns Road. Gradually building spread outwards from Sparkbrook; farmland was bought up, streets laid out, and more terraces built. Between the 1870s and 1900 the medieval Gravel Field, between the Stratford Road, Warwick Road and the River Cole, was fully built up from north to south. On Percy Road and Lea Road were the earliest terraces; around the Stratford Road were large three-storey villas, with smaller ones in continuous rows down the slopes. By World War I Greet was almost fully developed, but as a district had no clear focus. Sparkhill was built up to the west, there was building between the Warwick Road and Weston Lane and ribbon development along the Warwick Road to Tyseley and Acocks Green. Showell Green was still semi-rural south of Adria Road, although Springfield had been laid out between the Sparkhill Park and the River Cole. The Cole valley was not yet developed and to the east was farming country beginning to be developed for housing as Tyseley.

B11 Sparkbrook
In 1834 the area was completely rural. By 1888 building had spread from Birmingham as far as Anderton Road, Palmerston Road and Alfred Road; there was development too at nearby Sparkhill towards Showell Green. Balsall Heath and Moseley were built up west of Stoney Lane, and Small Heath to the north was urban. There was building at Stratford Road/ Stoney Lane/ Durham Road and at Stratford Road/ Warwick Road/ Baker Street. The length of the Stratford Road grew into a continuous shopping street. By 1906 Sparkbrook was enclosed by urban Greet and Sparkhill.

B11 Sparkhill
(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Jones 1981)
Sparkhill in 1834 was a hamlet at Stratford Road/ Showell Green Lane junction. By 1888 there was building at Stratford Road/ Stoney Lane/ Durham Road and at Stratford Road/ Warwick Road/ Baker Street which was just beyond the Birmingham urban area with ribbon development along Showell Green Lane. Sparkhill was surrounded by countryside. By 1906 Sparkhill was almost entirely built up west of the River Cole with scattered development at Wake Green to the south, suburban Moseley to the west but countryside beyond the River Cole as far as Acocks Green village and beyond.


B12 Balsall Heath
(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Hart 1992)
Until the 19th century Balsall Heath was an agricultural area. In Georgian and early Victorian times it became a rural retreat of the wealthy with a small number of large houses in extensive grounds. From c1825 estates of middle- and upper-middle-class villas were laid out west of the Moseley Road at Sherbourne Road and Balsall Heath Road. All available land was built on by the end of the century with working-class housing and small-scale industry spreading outwards from Deritend and Highgate. The area east of Moseley Road filled up with good working-class housing and unlike neighbouring Highgate there was relatively little back-to-back housing. By the end of the century Balsall Heath was surrounded by urban development at Moseley and Sparkbrook. Balsall Heath was part of the manor of Kings Norton until 1911; the population of Kings Norton rose from 5550 in 1841 to 34 071 in 1881 mostly in Balsall Heath. Numbers rose to 89 044 in 1911 with developments in Moseley and Kings Heath. Although a large area west of the Moseley Road was completely rebuilt in the 1970s and 1980s, much Victorian housing remains and was renovated during the 1980s and early 1990s.

B12 Highgate
Highgate was a rural area with a scattered agricultural population. In the early 19th century Highgate had been a wealthy upper-class development along the Moseley Road to Highgate Road; good houses survive on B12 Moseley Road north of Camp Hill Middleway. However, because of its proximity to the town it became industrialised during the 19th century and built up with working-class housing. By the 1880s all available space had been infilled with back-to-backs terraces and courts intermingled with industry. Shopping centres grew up around Longmore Street and Gooch Street, around Edward Road/ Cannon Hill Road, Along the Moseley Road, Ladypool Road and Stoney Lane. A very few Victorian buildings remain in Highgate around Leopold Street, the whole area having been rebuilt from 1954. 


B13 Moseley
(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Fairn 1973)
Moseley had been a village centre from the Middle Ages centred on Alcester Road/ St Marys Row. It was developed as a middle-class suburb from the 1850s; Valentine Road and School Road were the first to be developed in the late 1850s, Park Hill in the mid-1860s, Greenhill Road, Cotton Lane, Oxford Road from 1870. Increased building was promoted by the opening of Moseley station 1867. By 1888 building had spread from Balsall Heath to Moseley along the Alcester Road, thus Moseley was joined to Birmingham but not yet to Kings Heath. Moseley was built up west of Ladypool Road/ Church Road and development was beginning west of Belle Walk/ Billesley Lane as far as the Alcester Road. By 1906 Moseley was joined to Kings Heath but there was still no building west of Alcester Road. The original village centre continued to maintain its place as the focus of the suburbs. Large numbers of Victorian houses remain in Moseley.


B14 Kings Heath
Until the 18th century Kings Heath was a unoccupied waste, part of Kings Norton manor, Two events brought new settlers at this time: the turnpiking of the Alcester Road 1767 and the consequent enclosure of the heath. Subsequently large private houses were built by wealthy Birmingham manufacturers. By 1834 a small number of houses stood along the Alcester Road between Victoria Road and Valentine Road. By 1888 there was building development around Kings Heath station built 1840, building west of Kings Heath High Street around Silver Street and along Alcester Road to Alcester Lanes End at Woodthorpe Road/ Taylor Road. By 1906 there was urban development from Kings Heath all along the Alcester Road into Birmingham. A linear shopping road grew up the length of Kings Heath High Street from Valentine Road past Addison Road. Large numbers of Victorian houses remain in Kings Heath.


B15 Edgbaston
(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Jones 1986)
By 1834 Edgbaston was being developed by the Calthorpe family along the Hagley Road from Birmingham to Monument Road, and along Harborne Road and Westbourne Road. By 1888 upper-class development had been promoted along the Hagley Road to Gillott Road, around Woodbourne Road/ Augustus Road, north of Westfield Road, around Richmond Hill and along the Bristol Road and Pershore Road to Pebble Mill Road. By 1906 Edgbaston was still surrounded by countryside to the west and south. The quality of housing was maintained by the Calthorpe Estate by not selling freeholds but leaseholds with strict conditions attached. Although a few large houses have been replaced by 20th-century developments, Edgbaston remains a high-class Victorian suburb with a large number of listed buildings.

B15 Lee Bank
Named as such only after early 1960s slum clearance and redevelopment after Lee Crescent which itself was named after the 18th-century landowner, attorney Thomas Lee. The land belonged to the Colmore family in the 18th century and was developed as Bell Barn Estate, named after Bell Barn Road the southern limit of development by 1792. The houses here were convenient for the town but outside it. During the late 19th century and early years of the 20th the area had a very high proportion of back-to-backs and slum dwellings. After World War 2 the so-called 'Blitz & Blight' Act of 1944 permitted compulsory purchase and redevelopment of both bombed and slum areas and enabled four new towns to be designated, one of which was Lee Bank. From the late-1950s clearance was almost total.


B16 Ladywood
Until Victorian times Ladywood was an agricultural area on the fringes of Birmingham. Ladywood began to be developed in late Georgian times as a high-class retreat close to town. By 1834 it was part of urban Birmingham and built up as far as Grosvenor Street West. In 1841 there was a population of c9000 which rose to c43 000 by 1871. By 1888 Ladywood was completely built up with working-class housing as far west as Edgbaston Reservoir, as far north as Spring Hill/ Summer Hill, as far south as the Hagley Road. By 1906 building from Bearwood and Smethwick was closing in from the west, although much of Rotton Park remained open countryside. The Victorian housing of Ladywood was completely replaced during the 1960s and 1970s.

B16 Rotton Park
The old deer park of the de Birminghams was gradually sold off in various lots by 1852. Much of it was developed as upper middle-class housing along the lines of neighbouring Edgbaston and many large houses remain. The eastern end of the district developed as a working-class area and looked more towards Ladywood than to its rich neighbour. some of this area was redeveloped during the 1960s. Although most of Rotton Park was built up by 1900, some farmland remained around Stanmore Avenue as late as the 1930s. The name is now used for a rather ill-defined area around Rotton Park Road and City Road north of Portland Road.

B17 Harborne
(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Counsell 1989)
Harborne is one of Birmingham’s ancient village centres. It may date from Anglo-Saxon times as a hamlet around St Peter’s Church. By the end of the 18th century housing had spread along Harborne High Street (then Heath Street). In 1834 Harborne was still a small string of houses at the west end of High Street, with hamlets at Harts Green (Victoria Road/ War Lane and at Camomile Green (Tennal Road/ Queens Park Road). From around 1850 lower-middle-class houses had been built in South Street, Bull Street and York Street, many of the occupants working in central Birmingham. The Harborne railway opened 1874 and by 1888 the limits of the village were Wentworth Road/ Lonsdale Road, Moor Pool Avenue, Nursery Road/ Metchley Lane, St Marys Road. At Harts Green there was further building at Victoria Road and Fellows Lane. However, even by 1906 Harborne was still a rural village surrounded by farmland and separated from Edgbaston by Chad Valley and Metchley Park (east of Metchley Lane). Much Victorian housing remains.

B18 Brookfields
Brookfields was a part of Birmingham Heath developed for housing from c1830 around Icknield Street. All Saints church was built 1833 at the west end of the development at All Saints Street/ Lodge Road and this district was subsequently named after the church. Originally a middle-class development the area was gradually industrialised from the Smethwick side and cheaper houses were put up including many poorly-built back-to-backs. The area was completely urban by the 1870s. Some few buildings survived 20th-century redevelopments, in Camden Street for example, and some of the 19th-century street pattern remains.

Gib Heath B18
Gib Heath was the northern part of Birmingham Heath and agriculturally undeveloped until enclosure 1798. The area was urbanised from the 1860s around Park Road, west of Soho Road. It was developed with good working-class housing, most of which survives, although its name does not.

B18 Winson Green
Winson Green was part of Birmingham Heath between Soho Road and Dudley Road until the second half of the 19th-century. Urban development followed a similar pattern to Aston: high-class country houses were built here and some industry followed the canal. By 1888 the area was built up largely with working-class housing and had joined up with urban development from Smethwick and Handsworth. Large parts of Winson Green were redeveloped from the 1960s, although Victorian streets can still be seen.


B19 Lozells
(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Jones 1978)
Lozells was developed slowly from about 1830, until by 1850 much of the area was built up with good quality upper working-class housing. By 1860 the Birmingham Freehold Land Society had laid out the Wheeler Street estate setting a standard in working-class housing provision. By 1881 the district was completely urban and building had spread north as far as Aston and Handsworth. Because of the good quality of hous building in Lozells (there were no back-to-backs here) the district was not included in the 1960s redevelopment of neighbouring Newtown and most Victorian streets and houses survive here.

B19 Newtown
New Town Row developments began outside the manor of Birmingham in Aston. During the 19th century Aston New Town lay between B6 Park Lane and Newtown Middleway; the area around the road named New Town Row was also known as New Town Row. In 1834 Newtown/ Lozells was the northernmost point of urban Birmingham, a triangle of building development bounded by Hockley Hill/ Soho Hill and New John Street. Newtown was completely rebuilt after 1960.

B20 Birchfield
The district developed from the 1850s along Birchfield Road and was given a focus in 1864 with the opening of Holy Trinity church at Birchfield Road/ Trinity Road. The east side of Birchfield Road was built up with working-class artisan and lower middle class housing by the end of the 19th century. Open land remained west of Birchfield Road well into the 20th century.
B20 Perry Barr
Perry Barr was a rural area even in 1888 when ribbon development had spread along Aston Lane/ Birchfield Road between Aldridge Road and Wellhead Lane; these were the expensive houses of Birmingham business-people. However, by 1906 the area was beginning to be built up and joined by urban development to Witton. Most of Perry Barr was built up during the 20th century.


B20/ B21 Handsworth
(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Jones 1983)
Handsworth never had a clear village focus. From the late 18th century the area had been a rural retreat for the wealthy. By 1834 there was ribbon development along the Soho/ Holyhead Road from Lozells as far north as Rookery Road. The opening of Handsworth station 1854 gave access to the middle class; by the 1870s fashionable middle-class villas were laid out on spacious estates. By 1888 there was good quality building south of Wellington Road, east of Rookery Road, infilling south of Soho/ Holyhead Road and housing north of Oxhill Road/ Church Lane; especially with the building of the Council House 1877 the Soho Road became the focus of the area. The population of 6138 in 1841 increased by five times to 32 756 in 1891 and the area became increasingly working-class. Between 1891 and 1901 the population almost doubled from 52 921 and the quality of housing gradually worsened. Soho Road grew into a busy linear shopping centre. By 1906 much of Handsworth was built up, though Handsworth Wood to the north had only scattered development; beyond Friary Road/ Handsworth Wood Road was still rural. Much Victorian housing survives in Handsworth.

B23/ B24 Erdington
(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Jones 1985)
From medieval times Erdington was a small rural village centred on Erdington High Street/ Sutton Road between Six Ways and Holly Lane. By 1888 Erdington was reached by ribbon development from Salford Bridge along the Lichfield Road/ Gravelly Hill and on to Sutton Coldfield. There was also ribbon development along the Kingsbury Road from Gravelly Hill to Holly Lane, Birches Green and building between Spring Lane/ Moor End Lane/ Grane Road and Gravelly Hill/ High Street. A ribbon of housing was spreading along Slade Road to Stockland Green. Erdington High Street continued to develop into a clear social and shopping focus for the district. By 1906 the area of development remained almost the same but much infilling had taken place. Many Victorian streets survive in Erdington.

B24 Gravelly Hill
Gravelly Hill was a rural area even by 1888 when ribbon development had spread along the Lichfield Road/ Gravelly Hill from urban Aston to Erdington village. Large late-Victorian houses may still be seen along Gravelly Hill.


B25 Hay Mills
There was no settlement here in 1834; by 1888 the south side of the Coventry Road was being built up from Heybarnes Road to Forest Road; by 1906 roads were laid out between Deakins Road and Speedwell Road. The development of the area was strongly influenced by the continuing expansion of the Webster & Horsfall wire-works on the River Cole on the Coventry Road. However, Hay Mills was still separated from Small Heath by the undeveloped Cole valley. Many Victorian houses can still be seen in the Hay Mills area. The remaining farmland was developed early in the 20th century: the Redhill estate by 1911, and the fields of Waterloo Farm after World War 1. Hay Mills is now largely a working-class suburb with much industry and dominated by the swathe cut through it by the Coventry Road which was expanded to 6-lanes in the 1990s.

B25/ B26 Yardley
(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Jones Yardley)
Yardley was an ancient village centre along Church Road between Blakesley Hall Road and Vicarage Road; by 1888 building had spread along Church Road towards the Coventry Road; by 1906 there had been some infilling and further building along Stoney Lane to the west of the village centre. The opening of railway stations at Stechford 1844 and Acocks Green 1852 helped open up those parts of the manor to development: from 2825 inhabitants in 1841, the population rose to 59 165 by 1911. Yardley village remained a small village centre and did not develop into a major focus for a larger area. Most of the district remained rural into the 20th century. Although there are large areas of 20th century housing, good examples of Victorian buildings can be seen around Yardley village centre.


B27 Acocks Green
(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Jones Acocks Green)
In 1834 Acocks Green consisted of two small hamlets on the Warwick Road, one south of Woodcock Lane and one at Shirley Road. The construction of the Birmingham & Oxford Railway and Acocks Green station 1852 encouraged the building of large houses for the wealthier middle class. By 1888 there was building along the Warwick Road to Tyseley and in an area bounded by the railway, Woodcock Lane, Victoria Road, Hazelwood Road, Fox Hollies Road. In 1906 Acocks Green was still surrounded by countryside. The green at the junction of Warwick Road/ Westley Road increasingly became the focus of the district. The area was much built up between the world wars, but many examples of Victorian building can still be seen.


B29 Bournbrook

This was a rural area until the end of the 19th century. The first house building took place around Dawlish Road and the district was built up with good working-class housing by World War 1 and physically has changed little since then.

B29 Selly Oak
Selly Oak was never a village centre, though by 1834 there was a small settlement at Bristol Road/ Harborne Lane/ Oak Tree Lane junction. By 1888 ribbon development was spreading along the Pershore Road. Selly Oak was a road, canal and rail intersection and became industrialised and built up with working class housing. By 1888 there was housing between Dawlish Road and Exeter Road, north of Gleave Road and around Chapel Lane. Shops grew up along the Bristol Road. By 1906 Selly Oak and Selly Park had spread west to the Bournbrook valley and eastwards to the River Rea and south to Sycamore Road/ Laburnum Road. However, even at this date Selly Oak was physically separate from Birmingham. The population of Selly Oak including Bournville increased from c10 000 in 1891 to c31 000 in 1911. Many Victorian streets survive in Selly Oak.
See also Appendix Hyland The Selly Oak
B29 Selly Park
Selly Park was a development in the second half-century south of Bournbrook and west of the Pershore Road. It was bounded by Oakfield Road, Pershore Road, Selly Park Road, Selly Avenue and Bournbrook Road and was still surrounded by fields in 1888; by 1906 Selly Park was joined to Selly Oak in the west and to building development along the Pershore Road from Birmingham. Many good examples of Victorian building can be seen in Selly Park.

B29 Ten Acres
In 1834 there was no settlement here; by 1888 a small number of houses stood at Pershore Road/ St Stephens Road/ Warwards Lane junction. By 1906 ribbon development was spreading along the whole of the Pershore Road from Birmingham. There are many examples of Victorian housing surviving.

B29 Stirchley
No settlement appears on the 1834 maps at Stirchley, but by 1888 there was a housing at Hazelwell Street/ Pershore Road, this hamlet then known as Stirchley Street. By 1906 buildings, houses and shops, spread in a ribbon along the Pershore Road from Hazelwell Street as far as Fordhouse Lane. Many Victorian houses survive.


B30 Cotteridge
During the 19th century Cotteridge had no defined centre or boundaries; the 1841 census indicates less than 10 dwellings. The opening of Kings Norton Station 1849 prompted development although it was slow to take off. The opening of the Cadbury factory at nearby Bournville 1879 also encouraged the building of working-class homes at Cotteridge. By 1906 housing was beginning to build up along Northfield Road and Middleton Hall Road near to Kings Norton Station. There was some industry and a centre with a variety of shops focussed on the junction of Pershore Road/ Middle Hall Road/ Watford Road. Many original buildings survive. The population in 1892 may have been about 100; by 1902 it numbered over 4000. Most of the area was urbanised by World War 1.

B31 Northfield
(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Locke The History of Northfield)
By 1840 there was some new building north and west of the original village centre of Northfield; however, east of the village development along the Bristol Road South soon outstripped the ancient settlement. The focus of the area shifted to the junction of Bristol Road/ Church Road. Growth was promoted by the opening of Northfield station 1869. Many Victorian houses survive. 


B33 Stechford
In 1834 Lower Stichford was a hamlet east of the River Cole at Station Road/ Iron Lane junction with its inn, the Bulls Head and a smithy near the Cole bridge; Upper Stichford was west of the bridge. Stechford Five Ways developed by Field House Farm at Albert Road/ Yardley Fields Road. The name is believed to have been changed inadvertently by misspelling the railway station name 1844. By 1888 Frederick Road, Victoria Road and Albert Road had been laid out near the station; by 1906 Francis Road, Lyttleton Road and Manor Road were laid out and there was building at the top of Yardley Fields Road. Stechford was a rural commuter village, the nearest urban areas being Saltley and Bordesley Green/ Little Bromwich. Many original houses survive.


B38 Kings Norton
(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Goodger 1990)
From the Middle Ages Kings Norton had been a prosperous village at the heart of an affluent sheep-rearing area. There were large houses here built by rich wool merchants; their wealth evident in the elaborate church of St Nicholas. There was a regular cattle market here until the 19th century. The village centre is focussed on the Green and the junction of Masshouse Lane/ Redditch Road/ Wharf Lane/ Pershore Road. By 1888 there had been some small expansion but Kings Norton remained a rural village surrounded by agricultural land. The ancient village maintained its role as a focus for the area. The nearest urban developments were at Cotteridge and Bournville to the north. Some Victorian houses can be seen in Kings Norton.


B72/ B73/ B74 Sutton Coldfield
(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Jones 1973)
Sutton was an ancient town of much greater size and status than Birmingham’s villages. It was centred around Holy Trinity Church on High Street/ Mill Street/ Parade and Coleshill Street. By 1834 it had spread but a little outwards along these streets. The Sutton Coldfield Branch Line railway reached Sutton 1862 with stations en route at Gravelly Hill, Erdington, Chester Road, Wylde Green and Sutton encouraging housing development en route. By 1888 middle-class ribbon development had reached Sutton from Birmingham/ Aston/ Erdington along Sutton Road/ Birmingham Road and there was housing development around the stations. Good quality houses were built from Maney along Jockey Road and in Sutton town between Clifton Road on the west and the Wolverhampton & Walsall-Water Orton railway on the east. By 1906 infilling had taken place in all these areas and building was beginning between Boldmere Road and Birmingham Road. Many good original houses survive.
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There may be overlap between buildings in this section and Surviving Victorian Public Buildings and Surviving Victorian Industrial & Commercial Buildings.

(BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

The number of Victorian Listed Buildings and references on the BSMR equals all other references added together. Victorian listings are good examples of buildings of architectural or historical interest but as with the other periods, generally untypical of the houses of the majority of the population. In many areas of Birmingham large numbers of ordinary Victorian houses survive in use and in good condition though many are much altered by continuing use over the years.

@ @ @   B2 City Centre Bennetts Hill
 Bennetts Hill was laid out 1827; Nos.1-5 are 2-bay early Victorian houses in a plain neo-classical style by ?Charles Edge and are Grade II Listed, No.6 is a symmetrical 5-bay house and is a Grade II* Listed building. They are very rare residential survivals in the city centre and were probably designed with shops on the ground floor. While the facades have been retained, most were rebuilt internally during the late 20th-century. Bennetts Hill is part of Colmore Row Conservation Area. Nos.1-5, 7, 8, 18-19, 26-33 consecutively, 37, 38 are Grade II Listed buildings. 
Nos.11-12 are the site of the home of artist Edward Burne-Jones; a Birmingham Civic Society plaque marks the spot. William Morris was a frequent visitor. 


@ @ @   B2 City Centre Temple Row

No.3 Temple Row is a neo-classically styled house with corinthian columns, the home of Birmingham artist Samuel Lines who is buried beneath the Egyptian styled monument in St Philip’s churchyard opposite 1863.

@ @ @   B5 Digbeth Floodgate Street
 Nos.59-63 Floodgate Street are the survivors of thousands of back-to-back houses that filled the inner-city areas until the 1950s and 1960s. These were built c1850 and offered a very poor standard of housing. Grade A locally listed.


@ @ @   B8 Saltley Naseby Road
 Nos.22&24 now occupied by a Muslim group at the rear of St Mary & St John’s church hall are the remains of the 3-storey Shaw Hill House which dates from before 1760. Grade II Listed BSMR


@ @ @   B8 Ward End Washwood Heath Road Washwood Heath Park
 Ward End Park House/ Ward End House/ The Park House/ The White House is an early 19th-century stucco house with 2 storeys and 4 bays. It was the home of the Marshall family who had made their money in banking; in 1884 Frederick Gwyther, an electro-plate manufacturer bought the property; his widow sold the house and some land to the City 1903; Ward End Park opened 1904. Grade II BSMR


@ @ @   B11/ B13 Showell Green/ Moseley Bridge Close/ Fernside Gardens
 Fernside Cottages, terrace of early 19th-century cottages; Nos.2, 3, 4 c1800, No.1 c1850. Grade II Listed BSMR


     @ @ @   B12 Highgate Conybere Street
 Lench’s Almshouses/ Lench’s Trust Almshouses stand adjacent to St Albans church and are set around a courtyard. A stone plaque records their construction as 1879, when Charles G Beale and Henry Buckley were the bailiffs. The almshouses still perform their original function.

@ @ @   B13 Yardley Wood Road
 The Firs built c1840, bay windows added by the end of the century.

@ @ @   B13 Moseley Alcester Road
 Nos. 34-56 even numbers, Brighton Place is a 3-storey stuccoed terrace c1855 with ground-floor bay windows and arched doorways; from c1930 the houses had been converted into flats or used as business premises and gradually deteriorated until bought by the City Council after 1981 who put them in the care of Moseley & District Churches Housing Association; the dilapidated rear was demolished and 30 flats built behind the frontage which is Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B13 Moseley Church Road
 No.91 is set back with a large front garden and a large garden to the rear; it c1860 but has an early Victorian/ Georgian appearance being symmetrical with long rectangular windows; the house was much altered during the 20th-century; it was a private house until c1930 when it was used for St Francis Orphanage, 1950s the Jewish Social Club, from 1972 Moseley All-Services Club. Grade II Listed BSMR
Nos.106-118 even, are also Grade II Listed red-brick 2-storey middle-class houses with round-arched windows on the first floor; No.108 Holly Bank (sometimes applied to the whole block), No.118 Clarence Villas (sometimes applied to the whole block).


@ @ @   B13 Moseley Alcester Road
 No.98 Fivelands House; is a plain Georgian-style double-fronted 2-storey house c1835 set back with a sweeping carriage drive; the house has been used as a veterinary practice since 1928 and a 20th-century addition has been built to the right. Its name derives from the field on which it was built which must have been created by the enclosure of 5 strips of open field. Grade II Listed BSMR (Moseley Local History Society 1989 The Listed Buildings of Moseley - see BIBLIOGRAPHY.) 
Fivelands is within Moseley Conservation Area which also includes buildings in parts or all of the following roads: Alcester Road, Aldwyn Avenue, Amesbury Road, Barnfield Court, Caroline Place, Chandos Avenue, Chantry Court, Chantry Road, Church Avenue, Edgbaston Road, King Edward Road, Laburnum Grove, Leighton Road, Oakfield Road, Park Hill, Park Hill Flats, St Annes Court, St Marys Row, Salisbury Road, Trafalgar Road, Tudor Road, Warren Avenue, Woodbridge Road.

@ @ @   B13 Moseley Alcester Road/ King Edward Road
 The Fighting Cocks public house was built for the Holte Brewery 1899 designed by Newton & Cheatle; it replaced The Red Lion just north of the original site and was so-named after the practice of cock-fighting here during the 18th century. King Edward Road was built on the site of the old pub’s bowling green and tea gardens. The building is of red brick with an ashlar-faced octagonal tower at the corner which includes the main entrance topped with an ogee cupola. There is a good interior with walnut panelling surviving; murals and tiled panels depict interesting local scenes. Grade II Listed


@ @ @   B13 Moseley Salisbury Road/ Amesbury Road
 No.59 Glengarriff is a splendid large Art&Crafts house by Joseph Crouch & Edmund Butler 1897 in red brick to an asymmetrical design with a stone-dressed crenellated entrance tower and timber-framing on the first floor. Grade II Listed


@ @ @   B13 Moseley Wake Green Road
 Nos. 8, 10&12, 31, 40 Kingsthorpe, 50. No.8 1885 is a rare example in Birmingham of Cadogan Square Queen-Anne-style architecture; with Nos.10&12 it was due for demolition in the 1980s, but was Listed, preserved and is now used for offices. It may have been designed by Jethro Cossins, architect of the Birmingham Ear Nose & Throat Hospital which is in a similar style; it is a tall brick house with a dutch gable and a higher pedimented gable at the front; coach house to the right of the house. No.10 Lindenhurst and No.12 Rolleston now a semi-detached pair but designed by Essex & Nichol 1890 as a large detached house for concert impresario W Percy Harrison; the ground floor was continuous throughout, but the upper floors were separate; Harrison lived at No.10 and accommodated visiting performers in No.12. c1914 Harrison retired and the houses were separated; a tower with front entrance was added to No.10. The brick house has a complicated frontage with gothic elements and timber-framing gables and dormers; it has been divided into 6 flats since the 1950s. Grade II Listed BSMR 

@ @ @   B13 Moseley/ Moor Green Yew Tree Road
 Joseph Chamberlain had been sent by his father to work in his uncle John Nettlefold’s screw-making business 1854. Joseph Senior also came 1863 and lived in a country mansion known as Moor Green Hall (now demolished) in Moor Green Lane opposite Yew Tree Road. Highbury/ Highbury Hall was designed for Joseph Chamberlain by John Henry Chamberlain (no relation) 1879; the grounds were landscaped by Edward Milner. The hall was named after Highbury Place, Islington in London where Chamberlain spent his teenage years, and was Joseph Chamberlain’s house from 1880 until his death 1914. This is an extravagant house with a wealth of decoration inside and out and a great variety of materials used; red brick with pointed arches and floral stone decoration. Inside the great hall takes up 2-storeys open to the timber roof and with a balcony round leading to the bedrooms. Chamberlain’s study remains as it was. Beatrix Potter visited and Winston Churchill. 1915 Highbury was used as a World War 1 hospital, and later an old people’s home; early 20th-century extensions. Now owned by the City Council, it is used for a variety of civic functions and occasionally open to the public as well as being available for private hire. Grade II* The hall and park are Grade II Listed in the English Heritage Register of Parks and Gardens of Historic Interest. Chamberlain is commemorated here by Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque.

@ @ @   B13 Sarehole/ Wake Green Wake Green Road
 - No.5 Gracewell now 264 Wake Green Road was built 1896 and home of J R R Tolkien where he spent his happiest childhood days.
Tolkien was born in South Africa 1892, while visiting his grandparents in Birmingham his father died 1895 and the family remained in their home town. Tolkien lived here 16 years before going to Oxford University. Houses where Tolkien lived are:
 B14 Kings Heath 9 Ashfield Road - his grandparents’ home
 B13 Sarehole 263 Wake Green Road
 B13 Moseley 214 Alcester Road (formerly a fire station) Tolkien attended King Edward VI School New Street.
 B14 Kings Heath 86 Westfield Road
 B16 Ladywood Oliver Road - (now demolished) his mother died while he lived here.
 B16 Edgbaston Stirling Road - his aunt’s house
 B16 Edgbaston Duchess Road
 B15 Edgbaston 4 Highfield Road was Tolkien’s last home in Birmingham 1910-1911; from here he won a scholarship to Oxford and never returned to live in Birmingham.
Tolkien is commemorated by Birmingham Civic Society blue plaques at 1 Duchess Place, at the Plough and Harrow Hotel, Hagley Road and at 4 Highfield Road.

@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath Alcester Road (Wheelers Lane)
 Alcester House built c1860 was a country retreat for Birmingham manufacturers; it is now the Loyal Caledonian Corks Social Club.


@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath Stanley Road
 Nos.4&6 semi-detached 2-storey pair of houses 1894 designed by C E Bateman with half-timbering in arts&crafts style. Nos.12&14 Maycroft & Woodlands c1893 by C E Bateman in red brick with stone dressings. All illustrated in The Builder March 1900. Grade II BSMR


@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath Vicarage Road
 King Edward VI Camp Hill School Lodge is early 19th-century, battlemented with battlemented porch. Grade II BSMR


@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath Vicarage Road/ Cartland Road
 No.254 and No.258 The Squirrels both designed 1895 by C E Bateman were illustrated in The Builder 1896. The Red Lion public house is also Grade II Listed. BSMR 

@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Ampton Road
 No.12 Ampton Road was built by Birmingham architect John Henry Chamberlain 1855 as his own house; it is a large fine building in Victorian gothic; note his monogram JHC on the house. House and stables are Grade II* Listed.

There are a number of high-class houses in Ampton Road: Nos.1 & 2 are early stuccoed houses in italianate style with coach houses on the Calthorpe Estate dating from c1830. Grade II properties includes Nos. 1, 2, 5, 6&7, 9, 10, 11, 17, 17a Walker Hall, 18. Part of Edgbaston Conservation Area. No 8 has a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque commemorating the birth of the modern game of lawn tennis by solicitor and sportsman Major T H Gem.


Other streets in Edgbaston Conservation Area many of which consist of high-class Victorian housing include all or parts of Arthur Road, Ashley Close, Birch Hollow, Bristol Road, Cala Drive, Calthorpe Road, Carpenter Road, Chad Road, Charlotte Road, Church Road Edgbaston, Edgbaston Park Road, Elvetham Road, Enfield Road, Estria Road, Farquhar Road, Frederick Road, George Road, Gilldown Place, Gough Road, Greenfield Crescent, Greening Drive, Greville Drive, Islington Row Middleway, Jacoby Place, Kenilworth Court, Keveston Close, Lee Crescent, Lee Mount, Mead Rise, Melton Drive, Michael Drive, Priory Road, Prichatts Road, Richmond Hill Road, Ryland Road, St Georges Close, St James Road, Sir Harrys Road, Somerset Road, Spring Road, Starr Hill, Templefield Square, Vicarage Road Edgbaston, Westbourne Crescent, Westbourne Gardens, Westbourne Road, Welllington Road, Wheeleys Road, Whetstone Close, Woodview Drive, Yew Tree Road.
Joseph Southall, artist and craftsman, is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque at 13 Charlotte Road.

@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Arthur Road
 On the Calthorpe Estate No.1 Aston House is a 2-storey grecian-style stuccoed villa c1840; the imposing central entrance is decorated with a scrolled acanthus design and has a large pediment above; 2-storey coach house. No.2 is similar to No.1 with 5 steps rising to s similar main entrance; The wing was modernised in the 20th century with a garage; gate piers flank the entrance to the yard with its coach house. No.3 on the corner of Ampton Road is a 2-storey villa in italianate style c1853; a large central main entrance is flanked with corinthian pillars, semi-circular fanlight, segmented pediment over the window above. To the left the service wing is set back and screened by the yard wall through which an archway leads to the coach house. All Grade II Listed BSMR and part of Edgbaston Conservation Area.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Berrow Drive
 Berrow Court Hotel was built 1870 as a large private house by J H Chamberlain. Grade II*.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Bristol Road
 A large number of houses are Grade II Listed and within Edgbaston Conservation Area, some very substantial with service wings and coach houses and dating from the 1830s early development of the Calthorpe Estate: Nos. 95 & 97, 96 The Corinthians, 98; stuccoed villa well set back from the road c1830 No.99 with service wing, c1900 extension, much decorative work; No.103 similar to 99; semi-detached stuccoed villas c1840 140 & 142 Wilton House with coach house; a plain terrace of artisans’ houses c1830 165-177 odd has survived; No.179 c1820; No.181 c1840; c1830-1840 211-223; c1860 225-227 originally detached with additions of 1850 and 1890 now one property; c1840 a gothicised pair of stuccoed houses 229-231 odd; 247; 249 Park Grove House and stable block is an early Calthorpe house 1814 set at the end of a long carriage drive gothicised c1840, c1850 and c1880 with iron pointed windows, internal oak panelling and doors, staircase, extended c1870 to the rear by the service wing, a chapel was on the ground floor, stable block c1850; it is now part of the Prioory Hospital; 259 Park Mount House 1829 a substantial grecian-style house whose extensive grounds now form part of Edgbaston golf course. BSMR


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Calthorpe Road
 Calthorpe Road has many early 19th-century villas built on the exclusive Calthorpe Estate for the wealthy surviving, most in neo-classical style typical of the their time. The following are buildings are Grade II Listed: Nos. 19-28 (consecutively), 31 (Edgbaston College), 34 (Royal Deaf School), 35-40, 42, 60. Nos.35&36 are Grade II* Listed.

@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Carpenter Road
 Carpenter Road has many surviving early 19th-century houses built for the wealthy, most in regency style and typical of their date. The following are Grade II Listed: Nos. 3-7, 9, 11-15, 18, 32, 35-46, 46, 49-50.

@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Church Road
 Good Calthorpe Estate houses dating from the 1830s. Grade II Listed No.4, 10-14 consecutively, 33 the Lodge, 34, 35, 45 School of Speech Training, 50 Hallfield School with coach house and stables. No.33 is the lodge to a now demolished house on the site of 20th-century No.32; No.35 was a cottage built as servants’ quarters to the same house whose gate piers survive here. BSMR


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Edgbaston Park Road
 The Garth/ Garth House by W H Bidlake c1900 is in Tudor/ Jacobean style and a good example of this architect’s domestic design. Bidlake designed the house for Ralph Heaton of the Birmingham Mint; it belongs now to Birmingham University.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Francis Road
 Nos.71&72, 73, 75-79 consecutively are Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston George Road
 Grade II Listed properties include Nos. 5-9 consecutively, 22 with garden walls and coach house, 28 with walls and coach house, 29 including walls, 30-31 with walls, 32, 35 Skin Hospital, 36&37, 39&40, 43-46 consecutively.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Greenfield Crescent
 No.23 gates, walls, railings & piers, an example of good Birmingham grecian-style typical of the period.


@ @ @   B15/ B17 Hagley Road 
 Much of the Hagley Road was developed from the early 19th century as a high-class residential area, the city end being part of the Calthorpe Estate; many houses stucco are in italianate style; parts of it fall within three conservation areas: Edgbaston, St Augustine’s and Barnsley Road. A large number of properties are Grade II Listed: Nos. 64, 76-96 even, 93-109 odd, 119 Berkeley House, the Oratory & St Philip’s School, 154-162 even, 157 including Nos.2-6 consecutively Windsor Terrace, 166 Cobden Hotel, 169-187 odd including The Ivy Bush public house and former Lloyds Bank, 198-204 even, 210, 212 St Gilberts, 213-215 St Chads Hospital with 1930s remodelling and additions, 214, 405-409, 415 Cottage Hotel, 431. The Plough & Harrow Hotel and stable block in Jacobean style Grade II is built around a house of 1612 though the present exterior is early Victorian and though there are later additions it is little changed.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Hermitage Road
 Nos.22&24 early Calthorpe Estate houses c1830. Grade II BSMR


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Highfield Road
 Grade II Listed buildings within Edgbaston Conservation area: Nos. 2, 3&4, 11, 16, 17, 18&19, 20, 23, 23A are substantial houses from 1830s and 1840s in italianate style. 
Edward Taylor and William Taylor, father and son, art teachers and potters are commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque at 26 Highfield Road.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Lee Crescent
 Lee Crescent consists of terraces of modest middle-class houses in regency style and dating from the 1830s or earlier: Nos. 30-58 consecutively are Grade II Listed buildings and form Lee Crescent Conservation Area.

@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Norfolk Road
 No.16 Calthorpe Estate Office with coach house and stables c1860 with c1870 additions, in Edgbaston neo-classical style; interiors dating from c1870 include dark woodwork, Jacobean-style mahogany staircase, carved fireplaces, panelled doors. Grade II Listed BSMR


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Priory Road
 No.24 designed by J H Chamberlain 1893 for the editor of the Birmingham Post and well-known as a Birmingham historian, John Thackeray Bunce 1818-1899, this is a red-brick gothic house with stone dressings and a prominent chimney stack. It is now part of Priory Hospital. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Ryland Road
 Ryland Road Conservation Area was the first to be set up in Birmingham 1969; Grade II Listed properties are Nos. 37-42 consecutively, 74&75, 78.

@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston St Augustines Road
 St Augustine’s Conservation Area was developed from c1875 to the early 20th century around J A Chatwin’s St Augustine’s Church 1868, Grade II* Listed building. The conservation area includes all or parts of Portland Road, Melville Road, Lyttleton Road, Rotton Park Road, York Road, St Augustines Road and Hagley Road. Houses in St Augustines Road are mid-1870s red-brick with gothic detail, houses in Melville Road are late-1880s and in early English and Queen Anne styles, many Lyttleton Road houses date from after 1896 and were designed by John Statham Davies, Moorland Road is early-20th century and also has early English and Queen Anne styles, Rotton Park Road dates from 1904. A number of houses Birmingham partnership Ball (architect) and Barnsley (builder) including 17-19 Rotton Park Road in a simple cottage style and Grade II Listed - Thomas Barnsley lived at No.17. Although there are only two listed buildings, the area has been maintained to a high standard with little change and boasts a variety of housing styles typical of their time.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Sir Harrys Road
 High-class typical Calthorpe Estate houses in neo-classical styles dating from the 1830s, 1850s, Listed Grade II buildings include Nos. 6&7, 8, 9 Hawthorns, 11, 12, 73. Hawthorns is particularly ornate and a well preserved example of a Calthorpe Estate villa, Also the Convent School of the Holy Child which is built around a c1830 grecian-style stucco villa much altered and extended and altered internally but retaining the original staircase from the hall leading to a barrel-vaulted gallery on the first floor with arcaded walls with bas-reliefs from classical mythology. The 20th-century north-east wing is sympathetic to the villa’s style; the chapel wing to the south-west is in brick with stone dressings. BSMR


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Speedwell Road
 Grade II Listed buildings Nos. 1, 2, 3 c1840 detached villas No.1 with coach house. BSMR


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Spring Road
 Nos. 17, 18, 19, 24-28 consecutively. Grade II Listed. BSMR

@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Somerset Road
 No. 25 Knutsford Lodge Listed Grade II*, a grand mid-19th-century house in a Jacobean style with a lodge The Cottage in similar style which is Grade II Listed. No.24 is also Grade II. BSMR 


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Vicarage Road
 Grade II Listed properties from c1830 are Nos. 3-8 consecutively and No.12. BSMR


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Wellington Road
 An early part of the exclusive Calthorpe Estate and within Edgbaston Conservation Area, Wellington Road has a large number of Grade II Listed houses dating from the 1840s: Nos. 16-26 consecutively, 34&35, 39 Apsley House and coach house, Nos. 43, 44, 45, 47 Beechcourt, 49, 50 and stable, 59, 60, 61, 62 The Drive, Spring Cottage with crenellated Folly Tower & Oak Lodge, 63, 73 Woodfield, 74, 76-79 consecutively. Part of Edgbaston Conservation Area. Spring Cottage is probably a reconstruction of an existing 18th-century cottage or farmhouse. BSMR 


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Westfield Road
 Grade II Listed 20, 34, 34A. BSMR


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Woodbourne Road
 No.2A is Grade II Listed, No.25 The Homestead by J J and C E Bateman is Grade I Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B15 Harborne/ Edgbaston Harborne Road
 A good number of substantial Victorian houses mostly from around the mid-century onwards (some are earlier); Listed Grade II are Nos. 38, 40, 46, 52-54, 66 Crossways, 68-68A, White Swan public house aka The Dirty/ Mucky Duck, 81, 83 Giles House birthplace of Austen Chamberlain where the statesman is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque. Also Listed are 89-107 odd, 391-393 Gothic Cottage, 395-401 odd, 423-427 odd. Part of Harborne Road is within Edgbaston Conservation Area.


@ @ @   B16 Ladywood/ Edgbaston Monument Road
 Properties in Monument Road with Grade II Listing: Nos. 204-207 consecutively, 215-218 consecutively, 266-276 consecutively, the Ivy Bush public house, former Lloyds Bank (Hagley Road corner) and St John’s church. Also Nos. 1, 6-13 Noel Road consecutively.


@ @ @   B16 Ladywood/ Edgbaston Reservoir Road
 A number of houses in Reservoir Road are Grade II Listed: Nos. 26-40 evens; also the Reservoir Lodge. 

@ @ @   B17 Harborne/ Edgbaston Barlows Road
 Metchley Cottage is a 2-storey 4-bay early 19th-century house since altered in painted brick; panelled door with tracery in the fanlight. Grade II. BSMR


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Harborne Park Road/ St Marys Road
 No.110 Field House is an early 19th-century house built around an 18th-century original; it is of 3-storeys 3-bays and rendered in engraved cement. There is a central arched entrance and a ground floor bay added in the second half of the 19th century; to the rear a long 2-storey wing 1840; some early 20th-century alterations of windows. 1881 a well was discovered in the carriage drive and said without evidence to be of Roman origin. Grade II Listed BSMR


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Metchley Lane/ Abbey Road
 Metchley Abbey and Lodge is an early 19th-century house with additions later in the century in keeping. The house is in gothic style with pointed windows with Y- or intersecting tracery. This was composer Sir Granville Bantock’s house; he is is commemorated here by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque. Artist David Cox a frequent visitor. However, the name is an romantic creation, as there was never an abbey here. Grade II* Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B17 Harborne South Street/ Greenfield Road
 Bell Cottage is an early 19th-century brick cottage of 2 storeys. Grade II Listed BSMR


@ @ @   B17 Harborne York Street
 Nos. 35, 37 39 are early 19th-century houses and Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B18 Hockley Hockley Hill/ Key Hill
 Nos.17, 18, 19 Hockley Hill including No.2 Key Hill c1820 originally 3 terraced houses, early 19th-century shop fronts, the centre rebuilt as an ironmonger’s showroom early 20th century. Grade II Listed BSMR. Key Hill Conservation Area includes properties in Barr Street, Branston Street, Great Hampton Street, Harford Street, Hockley Hill, Hockley Street, Icknield Street, Key Hill, Key Hill Drive, Pemberton Street, Pitsford Street, Spencer Street, Vyse Street, Warstone Lane, Warstone Parade East, Well Street.

@ @ @   B18 Hockley Hylton Street/ Vyse Street
 c1840 terrace of 3 2-storey 2-bay houses Nos.2, 4, 6. Grade II Listed BSMR


@ @ @   B18 Hockley/ Jewellery Quarter Warstone Lane
 No 27 Warstone Lane, a neo-classical 3-storey house with ground-floor doric pilasters, was built as a private residence c1835; c 1880 a workshop was built to the rear and the premises were used industrially; the rest of the garden was built on 1897, a development typical of the Jewellery Quarter. It is now the headquarters of the British Jewellers Federation.


@ @ @   B19 Lozells Hunters Road
 Nos.100-122 even numbers (110 Ashby House), 136-140 even (138 The Limes), good examples of early Victorian houses built in an exclusive country development. Grade II


@ @ @   B19 Lozells Barker Street
 Nos. 33, 55, 56, 57 are good examples of early Victorian houses built in an exclusive country development. Grade II

Lozells & Soho Hill Conservation Area includes properties in Anglesey Street, Barker Street, Brougham Street, Burbury Street, Charleville Road, Church Street, Hunters Road, John Street, Lozells Wood Close, Melrose Grove, Naden Road, Primrose Cottages, Richmond Road, St Michaels Road, St Silas Square, Soho Avenue, Soho Hill, Soho Road, Terrace Road, Vicarage Road, Villa Cottages, Villa Road, Villa Street, Wellington Terrace, Weston Road, Wills Street, Wretham Road.


@ @ @   B19 Lozells Villa Street
 No.188 is an early 19th-century house pair of semi-detached houses separated on the ground floor by a carriage entrance above which a panel gives the name Villa Place. Grade II Listed BSMR


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Hamstead Road
 The Lamp Tavern stood next to the Endwood and was extended and refaced c1870; it closed when the Endwood public house opened 1937; the Endwood was Church Hill House in 1820 and later the home of wealthy Birmingham industrialist Philip Muntz. Listed buildings on Hamstead Road include Nos.283-285 a pair of c1850 cottages facing the churchyard, Nos.318-320 c1830. Also Nos. 28-46 even, 41, 110-114.

@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Heathfield Road
 Grade II Listed Nos. 31-35 odd, 106, 162-166 even, which may date from the late 18th-century, certainly early 19th-century. BSMR


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Wood Handsworth Wood Road
 A number of properties remain from the 19th-century development of Handsworth/ Handsworth Wood; Listed Grade II are Nos. 2 (/ Wellington Road), 34 Woodlands c1830, 36 may be late 18th-century, 84 probably early 20th-century, 126 Browns Green Lodge cottage ornee with overhanging roof supported on tree trunks with ogee-arched branches, ogee-headed door and windows with Y-tracery which was the lodge of the 18th-century Browns Green House which later became a school and was demolished before 1900, 133 (with No.2 Somerset Road) c1905 by Joseph Crouch & Edmund Butler in arts&crafts style, 135 also Crouch & Butler c1900 with original porch, 137 The Anchorage also Crouch & Butler 1899 in arts&crafts style deliberately asymmetrical, some good interior work destroyed by fire 1977. BSMR


@ @ @   B21 Handsworth Soho Road
 Nos. 1-19 Grade II Listed mid-19th-century neo-classical style houses within Soho & Lozells Conservation Area. The Red Lion public house was originally a coaching house first licensed 1542 and believed to have been used by Cromwell; the present building was erected for the Holt Brewery and dates from 1902. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B24 Erdington Grange Road/ Greenside Road
 Benjamin Stone (1838-1914) bought The Grange 1877 and extended the grounds to c3ha and the house in a Tudor style, brick with stone dressings, now the John Taylor Hospice. He was a remarkable man: a wealthy industrialist with very wide interests who is remembered now chiefly for his collection of photographs of which c10 000 negatives are held by Birmingham Central Library. Stone was MP for Birmingham East and the first Mayor of Sutton Coldfield; he is commemorated here by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque. Also surviving in Grange Road is Blaknalls a mock-timbered house which dates to pre-1900.

@ @ @   B24 Erdington Station Road
 Nos.23-35 a pair of very early 19th-century cottages restored by Birmingham Conservation Trust 1992. Grade II Listed BSMR


.....@ @ @   B25 South Yardley/ Hay Mills Waterloo Road 
A large Victorian mansion in Georgian style survives as industrial/ commercial premises opposite Forest Road.

@ @ @   B25 Yardley Church Road
 Nos. 390, 423 and outbuildings, 425, 431 and outbuildings, 435, 445 & 447, 451 Church Farm aka. Yardley Farm (1837 on a much older site) and 3 barns (one 18th-century, the others early 19th) and 453 are Grade II Listed BSMR. No.435 Penny Cottage was built 1826 by Yardley Charity Trust for local blacksmith John Leake, restored c1980. Most of the houses are early 19th-century; Nos.437-443 1895 are brick-built houses which replaced 6 early 19th-century cottages which in turn had replaced an earlier farmhouse.

Behind the 1890s terraced row two more rows are crammed into Church Terrace. At the corner is the former post office. The white-washed and dormered cottage of original Stuart construction, now altered and made into two dwellings, was formerly a malthouse. Damson Cottage of Georgian origin, is embedded in the back of the old malthouse.

On School Lane is Holly Croft dating from 1786 and Meriden House c1880.

The area around Yardley Church is within Old Yardley Conservation Area which includes all or some properties in Church Road, Church Terrace, Queens Road, School Lane. The significance of the surviving village centres of Harborne, Kings Norton, Northfield and Yardley was recognised when they were designated in the city’s second batch of conservation areas 1969. They were incidentally preserved when the old roads were realigned as turnpikes to bypass the narrow congested lanes of the village centres in the 18th century.


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green Highfield Road/ Robin Hood Lane
 Highfield House is a substantial 2-storey Victorian house built in Georgian style c1860. It is a double-fronted brick house with stone dressings and a neo-classical porch.


@ @ @   B29 Selly Oak Bristol Road South/ Griffins Hill
 Built c1840 Woodbrooke House was given as a college by George Cadbury 1909 and was much altered and extended during the 20th century. It is a 2-storey stuccoed building with 3 bays demarcated by pairs of pilasters; a central door opens onto an oval ante-room which gives on to the staircase. Grade II Listed BSMR


@ @ @   B29 Selly Park Pershore Road/ Selly Wick Road
 c1830-1840 pairs of semi-detached houses some with tuscan doorways, Nos.663-685 odds, 772-778 evens, 921-923, 927-929 odds. Selly Wick House Selly Wick Road is also Grade II BSMR


@ @ @   B29/ B31 Northfield Bristol Road South (White Hill) between White Hill Lane and Griffin Close
 The Manor House was described as new 1820 (Greenwood’s map of Worcestershire) but was built around an earlier 18th-century building. Lawrence Cadbury Snr moved here 1894 and the stone, brick, timber-framing, projecting porch and carved bay windows date from that time probably by George Gadd who designed some of the earliest factory buildings at Bournville. Internally the style is Jacobean with wood panelling, carving and inscriptions. The house was extensively adapted and extended as a Birmingham University Hall of Residence by H W Hobbiss 1958 in red brick and round arches.


@ @ @   B30 Stirchley Hazelwell Street
 Nos.15&17 are dated with a panel inscribed ‘Stirchley Terrace 1838.’ Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Bell Lane
 Nos.5 & 7 are early 19th-century 2-storey cottages since altered and painted. Grade II Listed BSMR


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Church Road
 No 154 Rose Cottage is early 19th-century, a simple brick house with a tiled roof. Grade II Listed BSMR


@ @ @   B33 Stechford Yardley Fields Road/ Red House Road

 The Yardley Arms public house was mansion built soon after the 1843 enclosures of Yardley fields.

@ @ @   B42 Perry Barr Church Road
 Nos.15-17 early Victorian houses. Grade II BSMR


@ @ @   B73 Sutton Coldfield Digby Road/ The Driffold
 No.11 The Homestead by C E Bateman with half-timbered first floor; impressive doorway. Grade II BSMR


 @ @ @   B74 Sutton Coldfield Anchorage Road
 Anchorage Road Conservation Area includes Nos. 5, 7, 14, 22, 24 Grade II Listed buildings; solicitor Richard Sadler bought The Anchorage (now demolished) in 1870 for its investment potential and sold 26 building plots with strict conditions attached to keep the estate exclusive. Nos.5-7 by C E Bateman.


@ @ @   B74 Sutton Coldfield Bracebridge Road
 No.14 Swanston and Nos.35 Bryn Teg designed by C E Bateman in Queen Anne style. Grade II BSMR


@ @ @   B74 Sutton Coldfield Hartopp Road
 No.1 Redlands by Bateman in red brick in Tudor style c1900; No.37 Woodgate by Bidlake also in Tudor style; Grade II Listed houses built for the very wealthy and within a conservation area. No.34 Oakwood was formerly the stables of a very grand house, The Hurst demolished after 1966, by W S Lethaby. They have been much altered to make a residence but Grade II Listed. BSMR.
Four Oaks Conservation Area includes all or parts of Applecross, Barker Road, Beaconsfield Road, Belwell Lane, Bracebridge Road, Cedarwood, Clivedon Coppice, Coombe Park, Cressington Drive, Devonshire Court, Four Oaks Road, Graydon Court, Halloughton Road, Hampton Drive, Harborough Court, Hartopp Road, Heather Court Gardens, Kenilworth Close, Kingston Court, Knowles Drive, Ladywood Road, Luttrell Road, Park Drive, Walsall Road, Wentworth Road.

@ @ @   B75 Sutton Coldfield Roughley Fox Hill Road
 Fox Hill House/ Fiddlers Hall was the home of John Valentine who set up a pottery business here, which failed. The Beehive Kiln still stands 100m west of the house. (Valentine’s brother was well-known for composing the ‘folk’ song, ‘All Around My Hat’.
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@ @ @   B1 Hockley/ Jewellery Quarter Newhall Hill/ George Street
 Formerly on this site stood Camden House, the van Warts’ house where American novelist Irving Washington wrote ‘Rip Van Winkle’ 1818.


@ @ @   B7 Gosta Green 
 Birmingham’s first municipal housing was the result of Chamberlain’s Corporation Street development from 1878; hundreds of houses were demolished and many poor and working-class people displaced, but the Improvement Act made no provision for rehousing them. By 1885 only 62 houses had been built and those by private enterprise. In 1889 the council built the city’s first municipal houses for rent, 22 3-bedroom houses in Ryder Street, and in 1891 81 houses in Lawrence Street, Old Cross Street and Duke Street. These streets were west of the north end of Holt Street and now lie under the Aston University/ University of Central England site. A terracotta city coat-of-arms from the houses is now on the wall of Aston University Vauxhall dining hall. `ef


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Victoria Road
 Nos.9-11 bear the name New Britain Villa; previously the site was occupied by a large detached house of the same named which belonged to Abraham Lincoln’s American consul in Birmingham Elihu Burritt, author of Walks in the Black Country and its Green Borderland. Burritt named the villa after his Connecticut birthplace; he left Birmingham 1870.


@ @ @   B25 Yardley Vibart Road/ Farnol Road
 The Grove was a mid-19th-century mansion built for the Ashmore family; Queens Road was formerly Grove Lane.

@ @ @   B25 Yardley Charminster Avenue
 The Oaks was a mid-19th-century mansion built for the Iliffe family.

@ @ @   B25 Yardley Church Road
 Yardley Almhouses: a row of almshouses was built beside Yardley Trust School c1800; they were demolished when the park was laid out between the church and Queens Road and new almshouses built 1904 on Church Road north of School Lane.
@ @ @   B25 Yardley Cranfield Grove
 The Croft was a large mansion built c1850 for the Barrows family, hence Croft Road, formerly Moses Lane.

@ @ @   B25 Yardley Hythe Grove
 Yardley House was a large mansion built c1850 for the Turner family.

@ @ @   B32 Quinton Hagley Road West 
 Apsley House set in 2 hectares was the home from c1874 of Edwin Danks a Netherton boilermaker and magistrate. The site was sold to build the Danilo cinema 1939, subsequently Essoldo, the Classic, the Cannon and now the ABC.

@ @ @   B33 Stechford Five Ways - Albert Road/ Yardley Fields Road
 Westeria Villa was a mansion built c1850 for the Hedges family.

@ @ @   B38 Vicarage Drive runs east-west from the Pershore Road north of St Nicholas Church
 Kings Norton Vicarage was built 1861 in gothic style (Photograph in Caswell 1997 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY) at the end of the tree-lined drive; the new vicarage 1970 stands in front of the site of the old one and St Nicholas Gardens was built on the site of its rear gardens.


@ @ @   B45 Lickey Rose Hill

 The Old Rose & Crown was built as a private house by a Birmingham accountant after 1880 replacing the coaching inn which had stood there since Georgian times; the grounds were landscaped with waterfalls and a large numbers of trees which survive; the building is now a hotel.

@ @ @   B72 Sutton Coldfield Wylde Green Birmingham Road/ Marchmont Road
 Marchmont House was a square faced neo-classical-style house built 1853 for Birmingham silverware manufacturer Henry Fielding. It was set back from the Birmingham Road and approached by a winding drive; there were extensive gardens and a horse paddock to the rear. This and other large 19th-century houses were demolished in the 1950s and replaced by the present housing.


@ @ @   B73 Sutton Coldfield Boldmere Fernwood Road/ Fernwood Close
 Fernwood Grange was built well back from the Chester Road on a c5 hectare site as his retirement home by Birmingham jeweller Alfred Antrobus; it was a very large 3-story gothic house with a huge variety of interesting plants in the grounds. After Antrobus’s death 1907 the house was greatly extended by flamboyant Corporation Street bookmaker Edward Beston who added a music room, cinema, ballroom for 500 people and a 20-bedroom wing. Beston fled the country because of gambling debts after World War 1 and the house was later demolished for housing development. The single-storey lodge survives at the corner of Chester Road and Antrobus Road; Fernwood Road roughly follows the route of the drive up to the house.


@ @ @   B75 Sutton Coldfield Rectory Road
 Sutton Coldfield Rectory was a large Georgian-style building built 1710 by William Wilson for John Riland in extensive grounds; demolished 1936. Many old park trees still stand in Rectory Park. 


@ @ @   B75 Sutton Coldfield Falcon Lodge Woodington Road/ Falcon Lodge Crescent
 Falcon Lodge was a large Georgian-style house with mock crenellation and stood on the north side of the stream; it had extensive outbuildings and grounds. The estate was developed for housing after the end of World War 2 and was considered a model estate being spaciously laid out with a community hall, library and shopping centre providing a ‘village centre’ focus on Churchill Road.
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There may be overlap between buildings in this section and Victorian Residential Buildings and Victorian Industrial & Commercial Buildings. Some buildings here are actually 20th-century replacements of original Victorian buildings and this is specified.

(BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Cambridge Street 
 Although little original survives internally of the Prince of Wales, the exterior facade retains the character of a c1850 city centre public house. Threatened with demolition to make way for the Symphony Hall, National Indoor Arena and International Convention Centre development, public pressure caused the planners to relent and the building was saved. This is the nearest pub to the Birmingham Repertory Theatre but the pub was also the local for actors at The Prince of Wales Theatre on Broad Street, closed due to bomb damage 1941 and now the site of Symphony Hall. It is very likely named after Edward, eldest son of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert 1841-1910 later King Edward VII.

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Paradise Street
 A competition was announced 1830 to design Birmingham Town Hall, largely to house the music festivals originally organised 1768 to raise funds for Dr Ash's General Hospital in Summer Lane, and held triennially from 1778 at various locations; the festivals continued until the outbreak of World War 1 1918. The choice of site reflected a significant move away from the crowded Bull Ring area, the traditional centre of Birmingham to the high town near St Philip's church. The plans of Charles Barry and Thomas Rickman, architects of great local and national renown were rejected in favour of a plan by the young partnership of J A Hansom (later of Hansom cab fame) & E Welch. The tender submitted proved to be too low and the architects standing surety for the builder went bankrupt 1834; local architect Charles Edge took over but due to financial constraints only completed the hall 1861. Hansom is commemorated here by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque.

It is a building from the end of the Classical Revival and a close copy of the Temple of Castor & Pollux in the Forum of Rome; standing on large rough-cut stones it is built of brick faced with Anglesey stone. The front entrance has 8 fluted columns, the sides 15; the original plan intended only 13, but Edge extended it to include the organ recess. At St Philip’s Cathedral is the memorial to John Heap and William Badger killed during Town Hall construction 1833; it is the base of the column which crushed them when a pulley block failed. Internally there is one large Georgian-type assembly room whose present appearance is largely the work of Sir Charles Allom 1926 who replastered the ceiling, renewed the side galleries and put in two galleries in place of Hansom’s one. 


The first triennial music festival was held here 1834 although the building had not been finished. Mendelssohn’s Piano Concerto in D Minor was written for the 1837 festival, his Elijah was premiered here conducted by the composer 1846, as was Elgar’s The Dream of Gerontius 1900 (Elgar was Professor of Music at Birmingham University). The organ is by William Hill of London 1850 and has over 4000 pipes, the longest over 10 metres long.

The Town Hall was the home of the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra from 1920 until 1991 when it transferred to Symphony Hall. It has also been used as a venue for a wide variety of events: political meetings (Lloyd George escaped rioting 1901 disguised as a policeman), youth rallies (e.g. Boys Brigade), music concerts (Ravi Shankar), schools drama and music, and pop groups e.g. Jackson Five, Led Zeppelin, Pink Floyd, Steeleye Span. The inside was used as London’s Royal Albert Hall in Mark Herman's 1996 film Brassed Off.

Closed 1998 for refurbishment, funding has proved to be a problem as has the discovery that foundations in some parts may be inadequate. The intention is to restore the building internally to its original design with one balcony and to serve as a multi-purpose community venue.  Grade I Listed. 

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Colmore Row/ Victoria Square
 The commission to design Birmingham Council House was won in open competition by H R Yeoville Thomason with a neo-classical design despite strong support for Martin & Chamberlain’s gothic entry. The foundation stone was laid 1874 by Joseph Chamberlain, Lord Mayor, and can be found near the front left-hand side of the building; construction took 5 years. This is a grand building in the neo-classical renaissance style of a Venetian palace designed to complement the Town Hall; A central portico faces Victoria Square flanked by classical columns, a balcony and pediment with Salviati’s Venetian-style mosaic depicting personifications of Art, Commerce, Industry, Law, Liberty, Municipality, Science (Salviati was also responsible for London's Albert Memorial mosaic.). The 5 pediments are filled with an important series of stone carvings containing many figures, the tallest 8 metres high designed by Thomason and carried out by Richard Lockwood, Bowton & Sons showing Britannia Rewarding the Manufacturers of Birmingham, Allegories of Manufacture, the Union of the Arts and Sciences, Literature, Commerce. The personifications are classically attired while the Birmingham figures are in contemporary dress.


Inside the grand staircase leads up under the dome to reception rooms and to the semicircular council chamber. In the entrance hall stands a bronze bust of industrialist/ philanthropist/ social reformer John Skirrow Wright who died in the Council House 1880; this was copied by William Bloye 1956 from an original full-length marble statue by Francis Williamson 1883 which stood in front of the Council House from 1883 and in Chamberlain Square from 1913 until 1951; the original was subsequently destroyed. On the stairs stands a statue by John Foley 1866 of Prince Albert in Order of the Garter attire paid for by public subscription; this stood in the art gallery in the original Central Library and has some discolouration caused by the 1879 fire; it was transferred to its present site 1890. A statue by Thomas Woolner 1884 of a young Queen Victoria simply dressed but wearing a tiara was paid for by money left from the Prince Albert fund and begun by John Foley who died before its completion. On their visit 1909 to Birmingham University an ornate lift was installed in the entrance hall for King Edward VII and Queen Alexandra which they reputedly refused to use; it is rarely used even now.


The Council House Clock is known as Big Brum and was installed 1885 in a tall square tower with a pyramidal roof; the clock and bells made by Gillett & Johnstone of Croydon were given to the city by Abraham Follett Osler. The hour bell weighs over 3 tonnes. The clock faces were originally lit by gas, replaced with electric light 1937.


Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery 1885. The first municipal art gallery opened in the Central Library 1865 which was also used to display touring museum exhibitions. Donations were soon made to a permanent collection. This was moved to Aston Hall and other sites 1878 during rebuilding work at the library. The profits of the municipal gas department soon paid for a permanent home designed by H R Yeoville Thomason to harmonise with the Council House to which it was attached. On land originally intended for the law courts, the building comprised offices on the ground floor to the rear of the Council House with the upper floor for the art gallery and museum: this comprised only the Round Room and the present Industrial Gallery and Edwardian Tea Room. In the pediment over the main entrance is a carved allegorical group 1884 showing the personification of Fame flanked by Painting & Architecture and Sculpture with putti; it was executed by Francis Williamson who became Queen Victoria’s private sculptor. Below it is an intricate frieze made by John Roddis of Aston. The inscription By the gains of Industry we promote Art is a general comment on Birmingham’s industrial wealth being used towards cultural ends, but is also a direct reference to the fact that the building was effectively paid for by profits from the municipal gas company. The Museum and Art Gallery was opened 1885 by the Prince of Wales, the future King Edward VII.

The Council House Extension in Great Charles Street to the rear of the Museum & Art Gallery was built to provide further accommodation for council offices and for the museum. The extension is linked to the museum on the upper floors by a bridge over Edmund Street and was designed by H V Ashley & Winton Newman 1912 in Edwardian renaissance style has banded rustication on the ground floor and giant pilasters on the upper floor. It was joined to the main Council House by a bridge over Edmund Street 1919. 


The museum galleries here are known as the Feeney Galleries from a bequest of local philanthropist John Feeney founder of the Evening Mail. Above the Great Charles Street entrance is a large relief city coat-of-arms made by William Bloye, a teacher at the Birmingham School of Art. The city’s shield is flanked by two female figures representing Art and Industry (traditionally Birmingham Industry is represented by a male). There is Birmingham heraldic stained glass the window above. City Architect A G Sheppard Fidler reconstructed the Feeney Galleries 1958 after damage by German bombs during World War II; a plaque on the stairs leading to the galleries testifies to this. The Industrial Gallery is a fine example of a High Victorian iron and glass exhibition room; it was obscured by false ceilings and used into offices and store rooms in the 1950s but restored 1985, to celebrate the Museum's Centenary. The original galleries were re-furbished and filled with displays of Applied Art as originally intended.

Birmingham glass manufacturer Thomas Clarkson Osler realised early on that money provided by the Council would never be sufficient to establish a quality collection and set up the Public Picture Gallery Fund 1871 with his own gift of £3000. His precedent was followed four years by Joseph Chamberlain's £1000 and Richard Tangye's £10 000 1881 amongst others. The Tangye family also gave their fine collection of Wedgwood china. The Natural History collection was established 1912 and increased 1915 by the addition of the Beale Memorial Collection of British birds mounted in natural surroundings in memory of city politician and ornithologist Charles Beale. There was also a stuffed hippopotamus and rhinoceros previously on display at Aston Hall. The Archaeology and Textiles Gallery opened 1933, concurrent with the introduction of a world wide antiquities collection policy. In 1945 the City Council began to pay the museum an annual sum to enable it to increase its collections; some going to augment the collection of old masters. The collection of pre-raphaelite art is very significant and includes Ford Maddox Brown's The Last of England and masterpieces by Edward Burne Jones, Holman Hunt, John Millais and Dante Gabriel Rossetti, many donated by Birmingham businessmen and civic leaders. A fresco, by Joseph E Southall, a member of the Birmingham School, artists and craftsmen of the Birmingham Guild of Handicraft in the early 20th century, is at the head of the staircase depicting Corporation Street 1914. 


The Gas Rates Office, The Gas Hall, Edmund Street was converted into a gallery for travelling exhibitions 1993.  The water hall to the rear is to be converted as display space for contemporary art 2001. 


The museum currently has over one million visitors a year. 


The Council House, Council House Clock, Art Gallery & Museum and Council House Extension are Grade II* Listed buildings.


@ @ @   B1 City Centre John Bright Street/ Beak Street
 Nos.71-79 former Skin Hospital is in brick with stucco dressings, 3 storeys 5 bays, central doorway, octagonal tower with cupola. The date 1881 is written high on the building. Grade II Listed BSMR


@ @ @   B1 City Centre Victoria Square/ New Street
 The General Post Office was designed by Sir Henry Tanner in French renaissance chateau style 1890; it has steeply pitched roofs, chimneys and urns on top of little cupolas. Its threatened demolition in the early 1970s led to a successful campaign by the Victorian Society in Birmingham to save it and subsequently to preserve the Victorian heritage of the city. It was refurbished and the stonework cleaned by Trustee Savings Bank as their head office 1990 (now Lloyds TSB) and there is still (1999) a post office public counter in the building. Grade II


@ @ @   B1 Hockley/ Jewellery Quarter Legge Lane
 George & Dragon public house Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B2 City Centre New Street
 The Birmingham Society of Artists, one of the oldest art societies in the country, was founded in Peck Lane, now the site of New Street Station 1809, having developed out of Samuel Lines Academy 1807. It moved 1814 to Union Street, and to the Panorama in New Street 1821. This was a circular building where very large circular panoramic paintings were displayed. It is from this date that the society took the title of the Birmingham Society of Artists. The building was designed by Thomas Rickman 1829 with a corinthian portico projecting over the pavement. Queen Victoria patronised the society 1868 when it became the Royal Birmingham Society of Artists RBSA. During the later 19th century the RBSA exhibitions were considered second only to those of the Royal Academy. Rickman’s building was demolished 1913 and the new one rebuilt with a small first-floor gallery. The society moved to new premises 1999 at Brook Street, St Pauls Square in the Jewellery Quarter 1999. 


@ @ @   B2 City Centre New Street/ Stephenson Street
 The first branch of the Birmingham & Midland Bank was in Union Street set up by former Bank of England employee Charles Geach 1836. His business was so successful that a grand new head office was built on the corner of New Street designed by Birmingham architect Edward Holmes. No.126 former Midland Bank/ Dillons book shop is a handsome neo-classical building inside and out with a grand entrance with coupled Ionic columns and pediment opened 1869. With business continuing to boom the bank was extended 1874. Although no longer a bank it is the oldest surviving Midland Bank building; the building was taken over by Dillons Bookstore 1993, the original dome raised and a new interior constructed. Grade II Listed and within Colmore Row Conservation Area.


@ @ @   B3 City Centre Chamberlain Square/ Chamberlain Place 
 Joseph Chamberlain Memorial erected 1880 when Chamberlain was aged 44 to commemorate his work as councillor and mayor 1869-1876. It was designed by John Henry Chamberlain (no relation) in 13th-century French/ venetian gothic style and takes the form of a spire with four gabled faces and pinnacles; the arches have carved panelling by S Barfield of Leicester, mosaics of water plants by Salviati Burke of Venice and a portrait of Chamberlain by pre-raphaelite sculptor Thomas Woolner. The pools were rebuilt 1978 and the monument cleaned 1994. Grade II* Listed
At the rear of the monument is inscribed: This memorial is erected in gratitude for the public service given to this town by Joseph Chamberlain who was elected Town Councillor in November 1869, Mayor in 1873 and resigned that office in June 1876 on being returned as one of the representatives of the Borough of Birmingham in Parliament, and during whose mayoralty many great works were notably advanced, and mainly by whose ability & devotion the Gas and Water undertakings were acquired for the town, to the great and lasting benefits of the inhabitants. On the pool walls: This memorial was restored and new pools were constructed to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee of the Birmingham Civic Society 1978.
Chamberlain Square became the civic centre of Victorian Birmingham, enclosed by Mason College, the Liberal Club and the Central Library, all demolished during the 1960s. The Chamberlain Memorial is all that remains.

@ @ @   B3 City Centre Chamberlain Square/ Chamberlain Place 
 The Statue of Joseph Priestley by Francis Williamson 1874 was originally in marble but recast in bronze 1951. It shows Priestley experimenting to produce oxygen; he directs sunlight through a lens onto mercury oxide in a crucible over which he holds an inverted test tube. The statue was originally on the east side of the Town Hall and moved to its present position alongside James Watt 1980.


@ @ @   B3 City Centre Chamberlain Square/ Chamberlain Place
 The move to erect a Statue of James Watt was suggested by the Institute of Mechanical Engineers and paid for by public subscription. Watt is shown with a pair of compasses and with his hand resting on a steam engine cylinder. The statue was carved in marble 1868 by Alexander Munro who is noted for his carvings on Charles Barry’s Houses of Parliament.


@ @ @   B3 City Centre Chamberlain Square/ Chamberlain Place
Now in the Central Library the Royal Warwickshire Regiment War Memorial 1899 by an unknown sculptor stood outside the present library site opposite the Museum and Art Gallery entrance until 1951; it was originally a drinking fountain. The memorial has a bronze statue of the regimental badge, a gazelle, and lists the fallen. In memory of all ranks of the Royal Warwickshire Regiment who fell in battle, died of wounds or sickness, in the course of the Soudan campaign 1898. ‘Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori.’ This fountain is erected by subscription amongst all ranks past and present of the regiment.

@ @ @   B3 City Centre Church Street
 The Eye Hospital opened 1823 in Cannon Street, later took over the former Royal Hotel in Temple Row and moved to a purpose-built building with 105 beds as the Birmingham & Midland Eye Hospital 1883. Built by Payne & Talbot in red brick with terracotta and stone dressings with gables, pediments and classical details; large corner oriel window. The department is now at City Hospital Dudley Road. Grade II - within Colmore Row Conservation Area.


@ @ @   B3 City Centre Church Street/ Cornwall Street
 Nos.53-55 The Old Royal public house is in blue brick and terracotta with much decoration in a Loire chateau style with steep dutch gables. Grade II Listed - within Colmore Row Conservation Area. BSMR


@ @ @   B3 City Centre Colmore Row
 The Grand Hotel: was built in opulent French renaissance style by Thompson Plevins 1875; the hotel was completely remodelled by William Martin & John Henry Chamberlain 1891 while retaining the French pavilion roofs and facade. 


@ @ @   B3 City Centre Nos.105-107 Edmund Street
 Nos.103-107, the former Ear Nose & Throat Hospital was built in 1891 by Jethro A Cossins & Peacock in red brick and terracotta in a neo-classical Queen Anne style. Grade II - within Colmore Row Conservation Area.


@ @ @   B3 City Centre Edmund Street 
 Nos.117-119 The White Swan by ?Yeoville Thomason. 


@ @ @   B3 City Centre Victoria Square
 Statue of Queen Victoria was carved in marble by Thomas Brock 1901, paid for by local philanthropist W H Barber (of Barber Institute fame) and was a replica of the statue at Shire Hall Worcester. Its unveiling 10 January 1901 was 12 days before the queen's death. When Victoria Square was redesigned to mark the Festival of Britain 1951 the statue was found to be badly weathered and was recast in bronze by William Bloye, resited and placed on a redesigned pedestal and unveiled by Princess Elizabeth 1951. It is believed that the original was subsequently destroyed. The statue was removed for cleaning and reinstated 1993 as part of the major refurbishment of Victoria Square. During the work on the square one of the workmen was constantly accompanied by his black labrador, Ebony whose paw print can be seen close by. 


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Corporation Street
 The Victoria Law Courts were designed by London architects Aston Webb & E Ingress Bell in competition with 133 other designs. It was the first major public building in Britain to have a frontage faced entirely with red terracotta and was built by the Balsall Heath firm of John Bowen in red-brick terracotta manufactured in Ruabon, North Wales. The terracotta detail is by W Aumonier.

Queen Victoria laid the foundation stone 1887 during her nationwide Jubilee tour and the building was opened 1891 by the Prince of Wales, the future Edward VII and Princess of Wales, the future Queen Alexandra. On the same site were magistrates courts and adjacent at the rear is still Steelhouse Lane police station. The use of red terracotta on such a prestigious building much boosted the use of the material as a local style, particularly suitable as its very hard nature was a good defence against the polluted city atmosphere.
The building is almost symmetrical with a central porch flanked by gothic towers, two storeys and gables and a high-pitched roof; it is in eclectic late 19th-century gothic with a great deal of intricate arts&crafts detail, the style is variously described as Tudor/ Jacobean or gothic/ flemish/ renaissance; Webb described it as French Francois I style and considered it his best work. Above the entrance porch is a statue of Queen Victoria by London sculptor Harry Bates; the queen is seated in full royal regalia beneath an elaborate canopy and is probably intended to be a personification of Justice. Beneath the queen is a statue of St George killing the dragon and around her are personifications of Patience, Mercy, Truth and Temperance to the designs of Walter Crane modelled by W S Frith who often worked with Aston Webb. Higher up flanking the clock are reliefs of Time and Eternity; in the gables are figures representing Art, Modelling, Design, Craft, Gun-making, Pottery. The central gable has the royal coat-of-arms and above a traditional free-standing figure of Justice by Frith, blindfolded and holding scales. It is a building of the most intricate detail. 
The great hall with its timber-framed roof is of sandy terracotta and has stained glass by Walter Lonsdale showing scenes of Birmingham’s history and industry. This is a Grade I Listed building within Steelhouse Lane Conservation Area and with the Methodist Central Hall forms part of a nationally important group of Victorian terracotta buildings. 


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Corporation Street/ Newton Street
 The County Court was designed by James Williamson 1882, 2-storeys in stone in a neo-classical renaissance-palace style. Built 5 years before the Victoria Law Courts it contrasts remarkably with its large flamboyant neighbour. Grade II - within Steelhouse Lane Conservation Area.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Steelhouse Lane/ Coleridge Passage
 Steelhouse Lane Police Station: the cell block to the right of the police station by Aston Webb & Ingress Bell is late 19th-century 3-storey and in brick and terracotta with the city coat-of-arms. Grade II Listed - within Steelhouse Lane Conservation Area. BSMR


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Steelhouse Lane
 The General Hospital Summer Lane opened 1779 with beds for 40 patients; with the continuing growth of the town it had to be eventually replaced with a new gothic/ neo-Jacobean building in red-brick and dark red terracotta (made by Doulton at Rowley Regis) in Steelhouse Lane 1897 by William Henman; it was originally symmetrical around a forecourt with octagonal towers with high-pitched roofs at the corners. The entrances were originally decorated with figures representing Medicine, Surgery and Philanthropy, and Air, Purity and Light by J W Rollins now gone. There have been many 20th-century additions. The hospital was refurbished and restored becoming the Diana Princess of Wales Birmingham Childrens Hospital 1999.

The hospital is within Steelhouse City Centre Conservation Area which includes all or parts of the following: Aston Street, Colmore Circus Queensway, Corporation Street, Dale End, Dalton Street, Fountain Court, James Watt Queensway, James Watt Street, Lancaster Circus Queensway, Lancaster Place, Loveday street, Newton Street, Printing House Street, Priory Queensway, Rowchester Court, Ryder Street, St Chads Queensway, Steelhouse Lane, Whittall Street.

@ @ @   B4 City Centre/ Gun Quarter Price Street 
 The Bulls Head, dates from the 18th century, though it has been extended and altered since. It is one of few original buildings in what was the Birmingham Gun Quarter, now almost gone. It was usual in the 19th century for gun workers’ wages to be paid in the Bulls Head.

@ @ @   B5 City Centre Bull Ring
 Statue of Lord Nelson (1758-1805) leaning against the Victory was made by Sir Richard Westmacott in bronze 1809 and paid for by public subscription; Nelson had no local connection other than that he visited Birmingham 1802, but he was a figure of great national fame and popularity. This was Birmingham’s first statue in an open public place and the first statue of Nelson erected in Britain. The statue originally stood on a pedestal with a relief showing Birmingham weeping for her loss; it was moved and placed on a new plain pedestal to a position overlooking the open market area during the Bull Ring redevelopment 1961. Grade II*

@ @ @   B5 City Centre/ Highgate Kent Street
 Kent Street Baths were Birmingham’s first municipal baths built by Daniel R Hill 1851 in brick in a 16th-century gothic style in red brick with stone dressings; the window frames were of cast iron. There were 69 private washing baths, 2 swimming baths, and laundry facilities. Separate swimming and washing baths were opened for women on the site adjacent in Gooch Street North 1914. The old building was demolished 1930 and the present one built in a sort of neo-classical style; when opened 1933 there was a Gala swimming bath, washing baths and Turkish and Russian baths; the foundation stones either side of the entrance are still extant as is the city’s coat-of-arms above the main entrance. The building was severely damaged by a German bomb 1940; it is no longer a swimming baths and is used commercially known as Kent House. Locally Listed Grade B.


@ @ @   B5 Digbeth Albert Street/ New Canal Street

 Steel toymaker Benjamin Dodd was recorded 1835 as running a beerhouse by the name of The Woodman at 26 Duddeston Row (the street having been renamed since). The 1851 census shows Joseph Barlow as a retail brewer here. In common with many city centre pubs, The Woodman was rebuilt in red terracotta designed by James & Lister Lea for Ansells Brewery 1897; John Fletcher was the licensee. Inside some original decor remains especially in the Smoke Room and corridor including Minton tiles; a good example of a late Victorian pub near the City Centre. Grade II Listed

@ @ @   B5 Digbeth Bradford Street/ Rea Street 
 The Anchor was designed James & Lister Lea c1895 and replaced an earlier pub of the same name. The building has retained many original features: high ceiling, stained-glass windows, etched glass and carved wood. A common name in seaports, this is the only Birmingham pub so-named; it may derive from the Birmingham assay mark. Grade II 


@ @ @   B5 Digbeth Floodgate Street/ River Street 
 Birmingham Medical Mission 1879 now industrial premises was set up to provide medical treatment and religious education for people in one of the most squalid areas of the city. Joel Cadbury was secretary of the mission when it opened.


@ @ @   B5 Digbeth Heath Mill lane/ High Street Deritend 
 Deritend Library/ Deritend Free Library and News Rooms opened the same day as the original Central Library 1865; a small gothic-style building in brick with stone dressings it closed 1949 and, although no longer a library, is the oldest library building in Birmingham. It has recently been renovated.


@ @ @   B5/ B12 Digbeth Moseley Street/ Birchall Street 
 The Market Tavern is a late-Victorian red terracotta pub designed James and Lister Lea 1899. The site has been used as a public house for many years; Moseley Street was laid out c1785 and by 1825 the Minerva was a public house brewing beer on the premises. It was the Dog & Partridge by 1829. Taken over by the Holt Brewery Company 1899, the pub was rebuilt by James and Lister Lea. The two upper storeys of the pub were destroyed by fire 1984 and after repair reopened as the Market Tavern 1986. The interior features decorative tiling in both the entrances and main bar. 


@ @ @   B5/ B12 Edgbaston Edgbaston Road/ Pershore Road
 Warwickshire County Cricket Club was founded 1882 by William Ansell originally at Aston Lower Grounds and given land by Lord Calthorpe 1885 which was used for a variety of sports; the first match at the County Ground 1886 was drawn against the MCC.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Aston Cross/ Park Road/ Lichfield Road
 Aston Cross clock/ Aston clock tower 1892 by John Smith of Derby was set in a square cast-iron tower emblazoned with the Aston Board coat-of-arms, tower architect Arthur Edwards, manufactured and erected by the Sun Foundry Glasgow and paid for by Lewis Richards, chairman of Aston Local Board. John Smith & Co maintained the clock until 1992. Grade II Listed. BSMR. This replaced a 3-storey brick tower with stone dressings Aston Hall style of 1853; by 1891 the clock had become notoriously unreliable, the tower was unstable and demolished. (For photograph see BIBLIOGRAPHY Price 1989) This in turn had replaced the medieval stone Aston Cross which was taken to Aston churchyard.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Albert Road
 Albert Hall 1899. 


@ @ @   B6 Aston Albert Road/ Witton Road
 Aston Board Offices/ Aston Council House/ Aston Library - The Aston Board was set up 1869 and had no permanent purpose-built offices until 5 January 1882 when the present building was designed by William Henman of Alexander & Henman in red brick with stone and terracotta dressings in a neo-Jacobean/ Queen Anne style. There is a corner tower topped with a baroque cupola. 
The front room of the offices was used as Aston Public Library, the first librarian Robert K Dent well-known as a Birmingham historian who inaugurated free lectures for the public here. The Carnegie Library was set up here from 1903. The Aston Board acquired urban district council status 1903 and amalgamated with Birmingham 1911. Locally Listed Grade A.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Aston Cross/ Park Road
 Aston Cross lamp standard 1891, cast-iron in neo-classical style, also by Arthur Edwards. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B6 Aston Lichfield Road/ Holborn Hill
 The Swan Pool Tavern now the Swan & Mitre was built 1898.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Lichfield Road opposite Grosvenor Road
 No.277 The Britannia public house 1898 is a tall 3-storey balustraded building designed by Wood & Kendrick for Mitchells & Butlers Brewery. It is built in brick and terracotta in a Jacobean style probably after Aston Hall and topped by a statue of Britannia. Internally Victorian decoration survives: the original floor-to-ceiling screen divides the bar from the corridor with its glazed Minton tiles and mosaic floor. The Smoke Room features Britannia etched-glass and a marble fireplace. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B6 Aston Trinity Road/ Witton Lane
 Aston Lower Grounds now Villa Park opened 1872 in part of the park of Aston Hall. Around Dovehouse Pool at the Trinity Road/ Witton Lane end was set out as a park; travelling fairs and exhibitions used the rest of the site until 1879 when permanent buildings were erected housing a theatre, ballroom, art gallery, aquarium, zoo and restaurants. Later a cycle track, sports ground, bowling greens and indoor skating rink were added - now Nelson Road, Jardine Road, Endicote Road which were built c1887. Staffordshire Pool in the triangle between Aston Lane and Witton Road was used as a boating lake. (Photo c1890 in McCulla 1973/ Skipp 1983 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY). It was built over with housing in the late 1880s. Named after a local house, Aston Villa Wesleyan adult Sunday School, Lozells Road/ George Street ran a football team which played first at B19 Wellington Road 1874-1896 and thereafter leased part of Aston Lower Grounds, later draining Dovehouse Pool to build a permanent football stadium, Villa Park. (BIBLIOGRAPHY Morris 1974) The team had turned professional in 1885; in 1888 committee member William MacGregor was the prime mover in setting up the Football League of which Aston Villa became one of the 12 founder members. 
The Holte Hotel at Trinity Road/ Witton Lane junction at present disused and standing isolated was originally a Georgian public house. Rebuilt in Aston Hall style 1897 it is the last vestige of Aston Lower Grounds. It is built in brick with stone dressings, has dutch gables and a central tower with a pyramidal roof over the main porched entrance. Local List Grade B.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Victoria Road
 Victoria Hall opened 1887 designed by D Arkell; it was used for the Mayor of Aston’s final banquet before the borough amalgamated with Birmingham 1911. Now an Islamic centre.


@ @ @   B7 Gosta Green/ Duddeston Woodcock Street
 Duddeston & Nechells Borough Council opened Woodcock Street Baths 1860. The baths were designed in a gothic style in red brick with stone dressings; 1902 a new swimming bath was added as well as a steam laundry. all but the 1902 bath was rebuilt by 1926, a new Gala bath was opened with new washing baths and a laundry capable of servicing all the city’s baths; now Aston University Sports Centre. Grade II Listed.


     @ @ @   B7 Duddeston/ Nechells Green

 Dog & Partridge public house c1850
@ @ @   B7 Gosta Green

 Sack of Potatoes public house c1840

@ @ @   B7 Nechells Nechells Park Road/ Holborn Hill

 The Villa Tavern built for Ansells Brewery, designed probably by James & Lister Lea as were many Ansells houses, is a good late Victorian corner pub in red brick with decorative stonework built just before the end of the 19th century. It has retained all of its Victorian character externally and has a wealth of original fittings inside with decorative wall tiles, tiled floors and etched glasswork.

@ @ @   B7 Nechells Green Nechells Parkway/ Bloomsbury Street
 Duddeston & Nechells Borough Council opened Duddeston Library/ Bloomsbury Library 1892 designed by Cossins & Peacock in typical Birmingham municipal style in red brick and terracotta; it has a tower above the entrance, ornate gas flue tower in the middle of the pitched roof, much sculpture and classical detail. Above the windows are buff terracotta panels by Birmingham School of Art teacher Benjamin Creswick showing industrial and agricultural work, sport (football, cricket, lacrosse) and reading, and home life from childhood to old age; the largest panel almost 3 metres wide depicts a semi-clad female figure of Birmingham receiving the gifts of Art, Craft and Industry. The library was restored 1993 retaining original Victorian such as gas fittings where possible. Grade II Listed. This road junction was known as Hyde Park Corner. On Bloomsbury Street alongside the library were also a police and fire station now demolished.


@ @ @   B9 Bordesley Cattell Road 
 St Andrews Football Ground was built on a former claypit for the Small Heath Alliance FC 1875, members of Holy Trinity Cricket Club Bordesley taking winter exercise; their original ground had been in Muntz Street. This club became Birmingham City FC 1889. 


@ @ @   B9 Bordesley Coventry Road/ Upper Trinity Street
 The Clements Arms public house c1800 is a simple symmetrical stuccoed brick building with a good unaltered Victorian interior with moulded plaster ceiling, panelled screen dado and bar in the public bar and original upholstered mahogany benches, marble chimney-piece and push-button service bells in the smoke room. Grade II Listed. BSMR 


@ @ @   B9 Bordesley Green Blake Lane 
 The Custard House public house was built 1853 by William Woodstock on land known as Little Croft bought from Custard House Farm; the farm is believed (Bird 1991) to have derived its name from the costard variety of apple. 


@ @ @   B9 Small Heath Green Lane/ Little Green Lane 
 Small Heath Library and Small Heath Baths 1893, a joint project by the council’s baths committee and the free libraries committee, this building was designed by Martin & Chamberlain as a gabled building on a triangular corner site in red brick and terracotta with an entrance to the library under a round clock tower with a conical roof. The baths opened 1897 with its entrance in Green Lane and had two swimming pools and washing baths; the water was supplied from a well on site which was nearly 200 metres deep. The larger pool was destroyed by a German bomb 1940, but was rebuilt after the war. The baths and library closed when Small Heath Community School opened in Muntz Street 1977; the building has been used a mosque and Muslim community centre since the late 20th century.


@ @ @   B11 Sparkhill Stratford Road/ Court Road
 Yardley Council House was built by Arthur Harrison c1900 in red brick and terracotta with an imposing clock tower in Aston Hall style for Yardley Rural District Council; stone panels by Sutton Coldfield artist Benjamin Creswick represent Knowledge holding a lamp, blindfolded Justice holding scales and sword, History is shown writing, and a fourth undefined figure. The council met here until 1912 to decide to amalgamate with Birmingham. Originally there were council offices here for the general clerk, surveyors, rate collectors, sanitary inspector and medical officer of health; to the rear was a fire station, mortuary, caretaker's house and council depot with stables, cart sheds, wheelwright's shop and smithy. The ground floor now houses Sparkhill Neighbourhood Office. Yardley Council Chamber and committee rooms on the first floor were converted into a library, now Sparkhill Library and opened 19 January 1923 with the children's section downstairs. The library has an open timber roof and retains many original features, including copper art nouveau door-handles and a patterned encaustic tile floor in the main corridor. The Children's Room extension with its scandinavian wooden ceiling was opened by Roy Hattersley MP 1987. Grade A Local List.

Sparkhill Police Station and Court now the Police Museum stand adjacent - Grade B Local List; Sparkhill Baths was built 1931 - Grade B Local List.


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Court Road/ Edward Road
 cast-iron gentlemen’s public convenience with decorated panels - a good example; few remain. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Moseley Road/ Edward Road
 Moseley Road Library/ Balsall Heath Library 1895 by Cossins and Peacock in terracotta and red brick in Flemish renaissance/ arts&crafts style, built by Birmingham as an inducement/ reward to Balsall Heath for amalgamating with the city 1891. Terracotta city coat-of-arms over the doorway and a tall clock tower. Internally the arcaded hall has a beaux-arts plaster frieze in neo-classical style. Grade II Listed. BSMR 


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Moseley Road/ Edward Road
 Moseley Road Baths/ Balsall Heath Baths built adjacent to and south of Balsall Heath library 1907 in Flemish renaissance/ Jacobean style. There were/ still are two swimming pools, one with a spectator’s gallery as well as washing baths and laundry facilities which still exist though they are no longer in use; accommodation for a caretaker was also built into the scheme. The site had been acquired with that of the library: the delay in building was caused by the unexpectedly great depth to which the well had to be sunk, 225m; this was used as an emergency water supply for fire-fighting during World War 2 and is still in existence though unused. Coloured relief city coat-of-arms over the doorway. The pair of towers which serve as air vents and the buff terracotta were added in the Edwardian period by William Hale. Balsall Heath Baths has survived with little alteration and importantly is still in use. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath/ Sparkbrook Turner Street/ Highgate Road
 Statue of Thomas Attwood (1783-1856) in marble by John Thomas1859 on a granite pedestal originally stood at Stephenson Place/ New Street corner, in Calthorpe Park B12 Pershore Road 1925; it was moved nearer to his home at Larches Green 1975. Attwood was a banker and high bailiff of Birmingham 1811. He was a Birmingham MP who was an influential and very popular Chartist campaigning for fairer representation in parliament. Grade II Listed. BSMR. A statue of Thomas Attwood reclining on the steps of Chamberlain Square is by Sioban Coppinger 1992. Attwood is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque on Crescent Tower in Brindley Walk in the city centre.


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Brighton Road/ Ladypool Road
 The Brighton Hotel is a fine Victorian public house on a corner site built 1875 by local builder William Charley to offer accommodation to railway travellers using Brighton Road railway station which had opened the previous year.


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Edward Road
 Edward Road Police Station was built 1869 in plain Victorian style with accommodation for a sergeant and some single officers, cells and stables. Although the building has been altered internally the original frontage survives intact as does one of the cells.


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath/ Moseley Moseley Road
 Moseley & Balsall Heath Institute was designed in Victorian gothic style by local architect William Hale 1879. A stone sculpture in the pediment over the main entrance depicts a blacksmith, metalworker and spinner flanked by busts of Michaelangelo and Shakespeare representing Art & Industry. The tympana of the 6 ground-floor windows show medieval figures engaged in art, drama, literature, music, poetry, science, activities available within.


@ @ @   B12 Digbeth Bradford Street/ Birchall Street 
 The White Swan is a good example of typical city-centre late-Victorian red terracotta pub with some surviving internal features such as the Minton tiles along the corridor.

 @ @ @   B12 Highgate Moseley Street 
 The Hen and Chickens was converted into a public house from a 3-storey early Victorian residential property by John Earp 1849; in common with many pubs at this time beer was brewed on the premises. In the late 20th century the pub was renamed The Brewers Arms, but given its original name when the building was refurbished 1999. Although the interior is modern the exterior has changed little since the mid-19th century.

@ @ @   B12 Highgate Moseley Street/ Moseley Road
 Moseley Arms public house c1840. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B13 Moseley Reddings Road
 Moseley Rugby Club was founded 1873 as a part of Havelock Cricket Club and moved to its present home in Reddings Road 1880.


@ @ @   B13/ B28 Hall Green Old Brook Lane/ Webb Lane/ Wake Green Road

By the end of the 18th century there were probably wooden footbridges across all the fords of the River Cole; these were apt to be washed away in floods which were not infrequent; most were replaced early in the 19th century by brick footbridges; Titterford Bridge was rebuilt as a road bridge. Four Arches Bridge where Old Brook Lane, Webb Lane and Wake Green Road met is first recorded 1822; it was built and maintained by Yardley Great Trust, narrow but with a low parapet so that packhorses could cross without catching their loads on side walls; there was a ford for wagons alongside.  When the railway embankment was built before 1907 and Brook Lane diverted to its present route, the bridge was used only by pedestrians. It had fallen almost into ruin by 1956 when  was restored due to local pressure; and again c1980 in keeping with its original design as part of the development of the Millstream Way.
@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath Grange Road/ York Road
 The Grange was the home of Birmingham historian William Hamper until c1869; see How to Spell Birmingham. It was demolished for housing 1895.


@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath High Street/ York Road
 The Hare & Hounds public house dates from the early 19th century and was a simple 2-storey double-fronted house with bay windows either side of the central door. It was sold 1900 and rebuilt to the present much grander design with its tall corner clock tower.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Church Road
 The Deaf and Dumb Institution was opened 1815 by Gabriel Jean Marie De Lys, a physician at the General Hospital with financial support from the Calthorpe family in a building of Regency style, 2 storeys, 3 bays, projecting porch with columns; Thomas Rickman’s 1829 master’s house is now demolished; the main buildings were erected in the 1850s, alterations 1897 by F B Osborn. By 1900 there were 175 pupils. The school continued here until 1984 when the premises were taken over by the Princess Royal centre for deaf-blind children.


@ @ @   B15 City Centre Bishopsgate Street/ Tennant Street 
 The Bulls Head red terracotta public house was designed by James and Lister Lea at the end of the 19th century. The pub has lost most of its original corner turret which must have been much like that of the Market Tavern in Moseley Street.

@ @ @   B15 Five Ways Edgbaston Calthorpe Road
 Five Ways clock is late 19th-century with a square iron column. It was erected after 1878 as a memorial to Birmingham’s first coroner, John Birt Davies who served for 36 years. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B15 Five Ways/ Lee Bank Bath Row
 Queens Hospital/ Accident Hospital opened 1840 with 20 000 local people attending and, although no longer a hospital, is Birmingham’s oldest surviving hospital building. It was set up at the instigation of Balsall Heath surgeon William Sands Cox as a practice hospital serving the poor and as part of Queens College medical school on Paradise Street and named after its patrons Queen Victoria and Queen Adelaide. The central block which still stands is a square building in neo-classical Georgian style of 3 storeys and 7 bays. The columned porch bears the arms of Rev Dr Samuel Warneford one of the first to contribute funds. 
To its left built on the site of St Martin’s Rectory 1867 is a 2-storey square block with round-headed windows on the first floor by Martin & Chamberlain; it too has a central columned porch and was the Workmen’s Extension primarily seeing to industrial injuries on an out-patient basis. It was further extended to the left 1908. The new Queen Elizabeth Hospital adjacent to Birmingham University, the QE became the focus as an undergraduate teaching hospital from c1939 making Queens redundant in this respect. Queens was reborn 1941 as the Birmingham Accident Hospital and Rehabilitation Centre, the first of its kind in the country. This closed in the 1990s and the buildings are now used as student residential accommodation of Birmingham University. Grade II


@ @ @   B15 Five Ways Edgbaston Harborne Road
 Statue of Joseph Sturge 1857 in marble by John Thomas who died just before completing the commission. The statue is in Portland stone and originally had a fountain of drinking water; it Sturge is flanked by the allegorical figures of Peace holding an olive branch and Charity comforting an enslaved child. Sturge holds a Bible. Sturge (1793-1859) was a quaker industrialist known as the Apostle of Peace who campaigned against slavery and was prominent in promoting Sunday schooling, the teaching of reading and writing in order to be able to read the Bible; he campaigned for universal suffrage and against the Crimean War. 12 000 people attended the statue’s unveiling 1862 by W Middlemore. The statue was placed here not far from Sturge’s Edgbaston home and has since been moved a short distance due to alterations in the road system. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston/ Chad Valley Harborne Road
 The White Swan public house appears early 19th-century but is very likely c1700 being a converted row of rural cottages; it was a coaching inn on the original route of the Halesowen Turnpike. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B16 Rotton Park Vernon Road
 No.1 Midland House was built c1880 as an asylum in a neo-classical style, 2 storeys, 7-bay main range set back between 2-bay wings, central projecting porch, ground-floor windows are round-headed, first-floor windows segmental arched, pilasters between bays. Grade II BSMR


@ @ @   B16/ B18 Ladywood/ Hockley Spring Hill/ Icknield Street
 Spring Hill Library 1893 by Birmingham architects Martin & Chamberlain is built in red brick in elaborate Victorian gothic. Tall clock tower, good detailed red terracotta work including prominent city coats-of-arms in relief, many beasts and curly bits. It is a fine example of a Victorian Birmingham public building standing rather solitary since the area was developed in the late 1960s. Grade II* Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B17 Harborne High Street/ Albany Road
 Built originally as a masonic hall 1870 Harborne Library was installed here by Birmingham Corporation 1892 as a result of Harborne’s amalgamation with Birmingham the previous year.


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Queens Park Road 
 St Josephs Home is housed a large building 1874 run by the Sisters of the Poor to provide for the elderly in need.


@ @ @   B18 Hockley Factory Road 
 The Black Eagle was built 1895 replacing an earlier inn and brewery whose artesian well survives underneath the snug room floor. Closed in 1988, the pub reopened 1990. Many original Victorian features survive including etched and stained-glass windows and Minton tiles.

@ @ @   B18 Hockley Hockley Hill/ Great Hampton Street/ Key Hill
 The Duke of York public house, probably a house c1800 but altered c1850 as a pub. This is a 3-storey brick building with neo-classical pilasters. Grade II Listed building within Key Hill Conservation Area. BSMR


@ @ @   B18 Hockley Hockley Street/ Spencer Street
 The Jewellers Arms 3-storey brick public house c1840 with carriage arch. Grade II Listed within Key Hill Conservation Area. BSMR


@ @ @   B18 Hockley/ Jewellery Quarter Vyse Street
 Cast-iron public convenience 1883 believed to be made in Glasgow.

@ @ @   B18 Winson Green Western Road/ Dudley Road
 Birmingham Union Workhouse/ Borough Workhouse/ Dudley Road Hospital/ City Hospital was built on Birmingham Heath as a workhouse 1850 with its entrance in Western Road to replace that in Lichfield Street (now Corporation Street, Law Courts site) in a Tudor style by J J Bateman. (Birmingham Heath windmill was demolished to make way for building.) Originally built to house 1100, by 1881 its population had doubled.
Poverty led to illness and much of the workhouse was taken over by sick wards; 1889 the Workhouse Infirmary with 1100 beds was added by W H Ward in a pavilion plan, a model proposed by Florence Nightingale; a single corridor over 400 metres long linked 9 separate wards in buildings placed alternately either side. It became known as Dudley Road Hospital c1922. There have been innumerable alterations but many Victorian buildings survive.
A large extension was opened 1966 to house the Casualty and Out-Patients Department. 5 metres up the wall a 3½ metre high bronze statue called Compassion 1968 depicts a mother with out-stretched arms who guides the hesitant steps of her child. The sculptor was John Bridgeman, Head of Sculpture at the Birmingham College of Art.


@ @ @   B18 Winson Green Lodge Road
 The Borough Lunatic Asylum/ City Mental Hospital/ All Saints Hospital was built on Birmingham Heath by D R Hill 1849 in red brick with stone dressings in a Tudor style. A walled farm was built next to the asylum to provide healthy open-air work for the patients. From 1851-1878 there was continuous extension and many additions since then. Locally Listed Grade A. The east buildings were originally the Borough Hospital for Smallpox and Scarlet Fever 1883.


@ @ @   B18 Winson Green/ Soho Moilliet Street
 The Bellefield Inn public house was adapted from two houses during the 19th century. Many original features remain: Samuel White’s original brewery to the rear, public bar 1890 with original wall tiles, smoke room with original seating, tiles and engravings after Landseer etc. Grade II Listed building. BSMR


@ @ @   B18 Winson Green Winson Green Road/ Lodge Road
 Winson Green Prison/ Winson Green Goal/ Winson Green Jail 1849 was built by D R Hill on Birmingham Heath on a site close to that used soon for the borough lunatic asylum 1850 and the workhouse 1852. The gatehouse was built in gothic style in brick in the style of a medieval castle gatehouse; it is currently removed to storage and is Grade II Listed. Much has been rebuilt and altered in succeeding years especially during the second half of the 20th century. BSMR.

Executed criminals were buried here on site, the last being Oswald Gray 1962.
Birmingham’s first prison was the basement of the Leather Hall at the junction of New Street/ High Street; this was demolished 1728 but it was not until 1733 that a new prison and jailer’s house were built in Peck Lane (New Street Station site). (See BIBLIOGRAPHY Upton 1993) In 1806 the Public Offices in Moor Street (Moor Street Station site) opened with a court and prison. the prison transferred to Winson Green 1849.


@ @ @   B19 Newton Summer Lane

Birmingham Settlement is based at 318 Summer Lane. Toynbee Hall, the first Settlement was founded 1884 in London's East End by socially-aware people concerned at the enormous contrast between their own wealth and the poverty of the working classes. The Birmingham Settlement was founded in 1899 as a women’s Settlement by a group of ladies from the affluent suburbs of Edgbaston, Harborne and Handsworth. No.318 Summer Lane was bought with accommodation for 5 residents and opened 29 September 1899. There have been many changes and alterations since that date but the Birmingham Settlement remains on its original site still serving its local community.

@ @ @   B21 Handsworth Holyhead Road/ Sandwell Road
 The New Inns 1638 was a private house converted to a public house and stood on the opposite side of the road to the present building; it could well date originally from the 14th century. It was rebuilt on the present site 1798 and 1881 and extended to the right 1901 in red-brick with sandstone dressings. The windows are all leaded glass with stained glass, hall with William de Morgan tiles, ceiling art nouveau plasterwork and bar with engraved glass and mirrors. It is no longer a pub. Grade II. BSMR


@ @ @   B21 Handsworth Soho Road/ Stafford Road
 Handsworth Council House; Handsworth’s first public offices opened in Baker Street in a simple house-like building of 1830 which was not demolished until 1961; the West Bromwich and Handsworth Local Board of Health had offices built on the Soho Road site 1877 by Alexander & Henman in a Tudor style in red brick with stone dressings with a prominent square gabled clock tower and which included a lecture hall and Handsworth Library opened 1880 still in use. This building was on the site of the Waggon & Horses public house. Handsworth became an Urban District 1894 and the offices were then known as Handsworth Council House/ Handsworth Urban Council Offices. During the 1960s the building was used by the College of Art. Above the door and window of the library are two stone panels carved by Benjamin Creswick 1891 showing James Watt demonstrating his steam engine, and Watt & Boulton discussing rotary motion and being overheard by an industrial spy. Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B21 Handsworth Soho Road/ Thornhill Road
 Rhodes Almshouses mid-19th-century red-brick in Jacobean style built from a bequest of John Rhodes who lived at Waverhill House on the Soho Road. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B23 Erdington The Gardens/ Fentham Road
 Erdington Cottage Homes 1898 built as Aston Union Cottage Homes in Queen Anne style by Franklin Cross & Nichols of Birmingham include a clock tower, school, chapel, hall and warden’s house on either side of a wide drive. Inside ornate gates was the Lodge on the left where incoming children were registered. Seven cottages on the left housed girls and and nine on the right the boys. On an island in the middle of the drive the chiming clock on the tower was given by W J Adams, Chairman of the Aston Union Board of Guardians. The Infirmary at the end had two wards of 20 beds with isolation facilities. Also aat the end was a chapel and workshops. Children attended what was later Featherstone School in Glenville Drive which was managed by the Homes until 1950 when it became a county primary school.

In the 1960s the Cottage Homes was a children’s home and school known as the Lindens; part of it then housed Social Services offices; now Erdington Neighbourhood Office; most belongs to a housing association who have also extensively but sympathetically developed the grounds for housing. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B26 South Yardley Yardley Road
 Yardley Cemetery lodge c1880 is in gothic style in polychromatic brick. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green Stratford Road Four Ways/ Highfield Road/ Fox Hollies Road junction
 The Bulls Head public house dates from 1840 though at this important junction a predecessor is very likely.


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green Stratford Road/ Robin Hood Lane/  ins Lane
 The Oaks was Hall Green police station until 1974; it is now a restaurant.


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green Shirley Road/ Stratford Road
 The Robin Hood public house was a large neo-classical private house converted into a pub in the 1920s when the tramlines reached here.


@ @ @   B30 Bournville Maryvale Road/ Mary Vale Road
 Bournville Almshouses, the Quadrangle 1897 designed by Ewan Harper for Richard Cadbury, are single-storey red-brick Tudor style with timber-framed gables and set around a quadrangle. They include a 2-storey gatehouse, matron’s quarters and chapel and at the centre of the quadrangle is a timber-tiled shelter like the later one on Bournville Green. Grade II Listed. BSMR 


@ @ @   B45 Lickey Monument Lane

 Lord Plymouth’s Monument 1834 is a granite obelisk:
ERECTED BY THE WORCESTERSHIRE REGIMENT OF YEOMANRY CAVALRY to MARK THEIR LASTING GRATITUDE to THE HONOURED MEMORY OF THEIR BELOVED AND LAMENTED COLONEL COMMANDANT AND BY THE COUNTY AT LARGE to COMMEMORATE THE DISINTERESTED SOLID AND EFFICIENT PUBLIC SERVICES AND to COMMEND to IMITATION THE EXEMPLARY PRIVATE VIRTUES OF OTHER ARCHER SIXTH EARL OF PLYMOUTH. THE FIRST STONE WAS LAID BY WILLIAM HENRY LORD LYTTLETON LORD LIEUTENANT OF THE COUNTY ON THE FIFTEENTH DAY OF MAY MDCCCXXXIV. 
Plymouth had raised the yeomanry against the threat of rural rebellion during the depression after the Napoleonic Wars. Artillery practice took place on Plymouth’s Lickey estate; a number of cannon balls were excavated c1980 on the western slopes of Cofton Hill.

@ @ @   B45 Rubery Bristol Road South/ Cock Hill Lane
 Rubery Hill Hospital was formerly a lunatic asylum; it was built because the Borough Asylum (now All Saints Hospital) could not cope with the number of patients which also included people from outside the borough. The Medical Superintendent’s House 1879, entrance lodge (now a private house) and early-English-style chapel 1882 by Martin & Chamberlain all have 20th-century alterations and additions, but remain substantially Victorian. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B72 Sutton Coldfield Birmingham Road (opposite Duke Street)
 The Cup Inn was a small single-storey cottage probably dating from the 18th century; it was replaced 1894 by the large mock-timbered building which still stands.


@ @ @   B73 Sutton Coldfield Boldmere Boldmere Road
 The Sutton Park Hotel was established in the mid-19th century, named the Sutton Park Tavern by 1866, and in the 20th century the Sutton Park Hotel. The pub serviced more than local trade and was probably built to capitalise on the increasing use of Sutton Park for recreation by visitors from Birmingham. The present building replaced the original in the first half of the 20th century.


@ @ @   B73 Sutton Coldfield Boldmere Boldmere Road/ Antrobus Road
 The Boldmere Tavern was established in the late 19th century, known as the Station Inn by 1901; demolished 1959 and replaced by Boldmere Branch Library 1960.


@ @ @   B73 Sutton Coldfield Boldmere Boldmere Road/ Gate Lane
 The Gate Inn was in existence by 1864 and housed in a simple early Victorian building which later had a dutch-gabled extension at the front; by the time it was demolished 1938 it was known as the Boldmere Hotel; the present building which replaced it 1939 was renamed the Harvester in the late 20th century.


@ @ @   B72 Sutton Coldfield Town Centre Mill Street
 In Tudor times Bishop Vesey had a Moot Hall built in the middle of the wide junction of Mill Street and High Street; this became unsafe and was demolished and rebuilt 1671; the second Moot Hall also became unsafe and was demolished 1854 after which the former workhouse was refurbished for use as council offices. A new Sutton Town Hall 1860/ Sutton Coldfield Town Hall/ Old Town Hall/ later Masonic Hall/ Masonic Buildings, now a bank, built on the workhouse site was designed by George Bidlake of Wolverhampton using money from a fine on the London & North Western Railway for building a line across Sutton Park and used as the town hall until 1906. It is in venetian gothic style using a polychromatic combination of brick, stone and tile and has a tower with a steep French pavilion-style roof. It was used as Sutton’s first picture house c1915, the Roselle Cinema. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B73 Sutton Coldfield King Edward Square 
 Sutton Town Hall/ Sutton Council House was originally built in gothic style in red and black brick in brick and stone 1863 as the Royal Hotel for railway travellers on the line from Birmingham which had opened the previous year; it became a sanatorium 1896. It was bought as municipal offices for Sutton Coldfield 1902; redesigned and extended by A R Mayston 1905 as Sutton Town Hall and fire station; the clock tower was used for fire practice. An annex was added 1937. Sutton Coldfield borough mace was formerly kept here; it is dated 1590.


@ @ @   B76 Sutton Coldfield Walmley Walmley Road/ Fox Hollies Road
 Walmley Almshouses 1828 are 10 single-storey residences in red brick with blue brick decoration and stone dressings and decorative bargeboards and financed by a bequest of Frances Lingard. Five more almshouses were built 1863 in front of the earlier houses and porches bear the inscriptions of J Riland and Ann Webb. Additional accommodation was opened as Lingard House by Princess Anne 1971. Grade II Listed. BSMR
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GAZETTEER

Demolished Victorian Public Buildings

HOME
HOME to VICTORIAN CONTENTS
@ @ @   B1 City Centre Broad Street
 On the site of Symphony Hall the Birmingham Music Hall opened 1856; known by 1865 as The Prince of Wales Theatre it was severely damaged by a German bomb 1941 and never repaired as a theatre though the building was put to other uses. It was demolished 1987 and the Symphony Hall built on the site.


@ @ @   B1 City Centre Suffolk Street north of Holliday Street
 Curzon Hall 1865 was an all-purpose venue and the first building in Birmingham to be lit by electricity; it staged the Birmingham Dog Show from its early days and was used for circuses, boxing matches and concerts. The first moving picture shows in Birmingham were shown here 1899 and the building became the West End Cinema. It closed 1967 and was subsequently demolished.


@ @ @   B1 City Centre Paradise Circus Queensway
 Birmingham Central Library/ Birmingham Central Lending Library opened 1865; the Shakespeare Library 1868. Also housing Birmingham Reference Library it stood in Ratcliffe Place west of and between the present library and the Town Hall. It was joined to E M Barry’s Birmingham & Midland Institute italianate building of 1857 with J H Chamberlain’s 1881 gothic BMI extension along Paradise Street. The library was designed by E M Barry and the commission carried out by Martin & Chamberlain. After a disastrous fire 1879 in which many irreplaceable medieval documents and books were lost (of these only the illuminated Guild Book of Knowle was saved), the library was rebuilt on the same site still to J H Chamberlain’s plan; opened by John Bright MP 1882. Demolished in the late 1960s and replaced by the present Central Library north-west of the original site; opened by Prime Minister Harold Wilson 1973.


@ @ @   B2 City Centre New Street/ Stephenson Place (east side)
 The Exchange Building was built by in gothic style Edward Holmes 1865 and greatly enlarged 1877; this was an important meeting place for business negotiations and housed offices and shops; the building was demolished 1965 and replaced by offices and shops by Cotton, Ballard & Blow.


@ @ @   B2 City Centre New Street/ Ethel Street
 The New Theatre/ Theatre Royal was built 1774 although it was not until 1806 after a long struggle that a licence was obtained (See BIBLIOGRAPHY Upton 1993). The theatre was rebuilt after fires 1792 and 1806; two plaques survive of Garrick and Shakespeare and are now in the Central Library. Closed 1956 and subsequently demolished.


@ @ @   B3 City Centre Colmore Row/ Victoria Square
 Allin’s Cabinet of Curiosities was An Exhibition for the Curious Observer of Natural Phenomena housed in the owner’s second-hand clothes shop now the site of the Council House clock tower. This and others like it were the forerunners of the city’s art gallery and museum.


@ @ @   B3 City Centre/ Hockley Northwood Street/ Livery Street
 Northwood Street Baths opened 1862, was of red and blue brick with stone dressings; the washing baths’ accommodation was used as a first aid post during World War 2; closed 1947.


@ @ @   B3 City Centre Snow Hill/ Colmore Row
 The Sulphureous, Fumigating, and Medicated Vapour Baths were run by Mr Monro primarily as a medical establishment.


@ @ @   B5 City Centre Bull Ring
 The Market Hall was built faced in stone in a simple neo-classical style with round-arched windows and central portico 1835 by Charles Edge; it was over 100 metres long, could hold 600 stalls and 4000 customers; a great attraction was that it was gas-lit which extended trading hours particularly on Saturday nights. A bronze fountain over 6m high was installed by the Birmingham Street Commissioners on their demise 1851; it had bronze figures representing Birmingham trades and was adorned with market wares: fruit, vegetables, flowers, fish and game. The fountain was to be transferred to Highgate Park and was removed 1880 and was destroyed 1923. A clock with figures including Guy Earl of Warwick was brought here from the Imperial Arcade in Dale End 1936. The market hall was severely damaged by German bombs during the war and the famous clock completely destroyed. The hall was partially though never properly rehabilitated and finally demolished for the development of the Bull Ring shopping centre 1961. Part of its foundations were preserved in Manzoni Gardens; subject to redevelopment 2000.

(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Skipp 1983 for a description of Birmingham’s wholesale and retail markets.)


@ @ @   B5 City Centre Hurst Street/ Inge Street
 The Tower of Varieties/ Birmingham Hippodrome opened 1899 as a circus having a well-known middle-eastern dome until 1963; refurbished and reopened 1900 as the Tivoli Theatre; 1903 it became the Hippodrome; major internal and external refurbishment 2000-2001.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Aston Road North
 Aston Theatre Royal opened 1893; refurbished 1912 with seats for 2000; closed 1925 to reopen 1927 as the Astoria Cinema with seating for over 1000; demolished and replaced by ATV television studios 1955 which were demolished 1970 to be replaced by the present building BRMB radio station.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Aston Road North/ Holland Road
 Aston Manor Post Office 1890


@ @ @   B6 Aston Lichfield Road (opposite Vyse Street)

 Aston Fire Brigade was set up 1879 by Aston Manor Local Board, with the first station and a steam-powered horse-drawn pump at the Board's wharf off Chester Street. The later fire station with twelve firemen’s cottages were on Lichfield Road opposite Vyse Street. Later fire stations were also set up next to Aston Council House Albert Road/ Witton Road, and in Villa Street.

@ @ @   B6 Aston Victoria Road
 Victoria Road Baths were built by the Aston Local Board 1892; the neo-classical frontage was single-storey but with an elaborate 2-storey central entrance and pedimented entrances on each side with reliefs of Neptune. There were two swimming pools one with a spectators’ gallery as well as washing baths; one pool was covered during the winter and used for gymnastics. Demolished in the early 1970s.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Victoria Road/ Park Road
 Aston Police Station with courtroom and police house was built by Warwickshire County Council in the late 1890s; demolished 1971 and replaced by Queens Road Police station.


@ @ @   B7 Gosta Green Legge Street/ Aston Street junction, now gone - on the site of the University of Central England/ Aston University, north of Gosta Green.
 Gosta Green Library opened by Duddeston & Nechells Borough Council 1866, built in brick with stone dressings in a sort of Tudor style with a small spire. Demolished.


@ @ @   B7 Gosta Green Duke Street (now gone; it ran west of and parallel to Woodcock Street)
 The Borough of Duddeston & Nechells first police station opened in Duke Street 1847 - demolished.


@ @ @   B8 Bordesley Green Fordrough Lane (west side)/ Bordesley Green
 Saltley Boys’ Reformatory, later the Norton Boys’ Home largely paid for by C B Adderley c1853; later the site of the Post Office Stores and Works; housing built 1999.


@ @ @   B8 Bordesley Green East Yardley Fields Road/ Little Bromwich Road
 Howlets Farm/ Sycamores was bought by the city 1893 and an isolation hospital built 1895. At the time this was the city’s extreme eastern limit and several miles from the urban area. Later East Birmingham Hospital, c1992 Heartlands Hospital.


@ @ @   B9 Small Heath Coventry Road/ Greenway Street
 Small Heath Police & Fire Station was a plain 2-storey brick building c1876 with double gates to allow access for the fire engine. It was demolished in the 1970s.


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath George Street/ Bath Walk
 Balsall Heath Baths had an 30m open-air pool as well as private baths and was operating 1851 under the proprietorship of John Smith; the pools were supplied with fresh spring water. This was a high-class establishment which offered stabling for customers’ horses. By 1878 they had been condemned and filled in by order of the local health board; wells and springs polluted by nearby cesspits was an increasing problem.


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Lime Grove
 Balsall Heath Local Board of Health was set up 1862 and operated in effect as a local council until 1891 when the district voted to amalgamate with Birmingham. It first met at St Pauls School in Vincent Street but in 1875 moved to purpose-built premises in Lime Grove off the Moseley Road, now demolished.


@ @ @   B12 Bordesley/ Digbeth Bordesley High Street/ Clyde Street
 The Imperial Theatre/ Palace Theatre opened 1899; refurbished 1903 as the Bordesley Palace; converting to a cinema 1929; during World War 2 it was used as a food warehouse by the Ministry of Food; demolished 1957.


@ @ @   B12 Bordesley Warner Street
 The Retreat/ Warner Street Almshouses were endowed by James Dowell and built 1829; they were for the poor elderly of Aston, Bordesley being part of Aston at that time. There were 29 houses and a chapel designed either by William Hollins or John Horton. Three sides enclosed a grassed courtyard; originally the chapel made up the central part with projecting wings of 10 houses each, 2 storeys built in red brick with tall chimney stacks. Alternate doorways had a relief of the Annunciation in an ogee arch. The houses were still standing in 1966. (Photograph in Price 1991 BIBLIOGRAPHY)


@ @ @   B12 Highgate/ Balsall Heath Moseley Road/ Highgate Square
 The Orange Tree Tavern was a public house, a 3-storey double-fronted building probably of the early 19th century which was visited by Birmingham townspeople as a leisure facility and famous for its gardens overlooking the Rea Valley.


@ @ @   Kings Heath Silver Street
 Kings Heath Fire Station built after 1886 when the Kings Heath Volunteer Fire Brigade was formed, was a long 2-storey gabled building with 3 central arched door doorways providing access for the engines and with side access to the stableyard. 


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Carpenter Road
 Royal Institution for the Blind built 1851 by Samuel Hemming in Jacobean style had 600 pupils by 1900, moved to Harborne and then to Lord Austin’s former home, Lickey Grange before 1953. This building became the headquarters of BBC Midlands and was demolished c1960 when the BBC moved to the new Pebble Mill building.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Hagley Road/ Francis Road
 The Edgbaston Assembly Rooms consisted of a large 2-3 storey Tudor-style building opened 1884 for as variety of activities including concerts, dances, meetings, plays, etc; demolished before 1970 with the Five Ways redevelopment.


@ @ @   B16 Winson Green Bacchus Road
 Washing baths c1890.

@ @ @   B16 Ladywood Monument Road/ Icknield Port Road
 Monument Road Baths opened 1883, a gothic-style building in red brick with red terracotta dressings including floral designs over the windows and doors; there were two swimming pools, washing baths and Turkish baths; a medical dispensary was built alongside. This was replaced 1940 by a new building on the same site with one swimming pool and washing baths; this building was in a Georgian style with the city arms above the front entrance and the pitched roof surmounted with a square turret.


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Lordswood Road/ Gillhurst Lane (Gilmorton Close)
 The site of Harborne Workhouse


@ @ @   B19 Hockley Constitution Hill/ Livery Street
 Constitution Hill (Northern) District Library 1861 was the first council run library to open in Birmingham; it was designed by Martin & Chamberlain in red brick and terracotta with an apse and a rose window at the back. New members had to wait an hour for tickets for several weeks after opening, nearly 5500 members were registered in the first 9 months and although there was a stock of nearly 9000 books the shelves were always half empty.


@ @ @   B21 Handsworth Soho Road opposite Farcroft Avenue
 Handsworth Police Station was a plain 2-storey double-fronted building built 1880; a new station was built next door 1938 and the original building demolished.


@ @ @   B23 Erdington Reservoir Road
 The first Aston Workhouse c1700 stood opposite Erdington Library on the High Street. By 1873 the Aston Poor Law Union had 300 people in the workhouse with 160 children in workhouse schools and spent less than any union the country. The Aston Union Workhouse was founded 1899; it later became Highcroft Hospital. To be demolished 2000. 


@ @ @   B23 Erdington Station Road/ Sutton Road 
Sir Josiah Mason Almshouses/ Masons Almshouses/ Erdington Almhouses 1858 were built for 34 spinsters or widows aged over 50 who were provided with a furnished house and heating and lighting. They were demolished 1974 and Osborne Nursery School built on the site. The surrounding stone wall survives.


@ @ @   B24 Erdington Orphanage Road/ Goodison Gardens
 Pen millionaire and philanthropist Sir Josiah Mason (1795-1881) established Masons Orphanage/ Josiah Mason Orphanage at a cost of £60 000 with endowments of £200 000, a sum that staggered his contemporaries; it was a very large gabled building of 3-storeys with 2 tall square towers, of brick with stone dressings, round-arched windows designed in an Italianate style by Birmingham architect J R Botham. The one tower stood c50m high and served as a ventilation shaft, the other, the clock tower had a 25cwt hour bell, and 4 other chiming bells. A square gabled Norman-style mortuary chapel stood separately at the east end of the block. 


Mason spent £60 000 on the building and endowed estates of £200 000 to support it. The children were housed, fed, clothed and educated here. A new separate wing was built 1874 with accommodation and school room for 120 boys; it was connected to the main building by a dining hall which seated 500. The Orphanage could now take 200 girls, 120 boys and 30 infants. Boys were admitted from 7-10 years old and left at 14; girls were admitted from 4-10 years old and left at 15. 
On his death at Norwood House Erdington 16 June 1881 he was buried in a mausoleum in the cemetery in the grounds; prior to the building’s demolition 1964 he was disinterred 1961, cremated with his wife and 53 orphans and the ashes scattered in the Garden of Rest at Perry Barr Crematorium. The orphanage was demolished 1964 after trustees decided it was out-of-date and too expensive to maintain; the site was sold for housing and the profits used to build old people’s housing in Olton.
Masons Orphanage School opened 1868 and was enlarged 1874 to accommodate a total of 350 boys, girls and infants. In 1922 it became a public elementary school; reorganised 1947 for juniors and infants only; transferred to Birmingham Education Department 1950 as Chester Road County Primary School, renamed Yenton County Primary School 1952.
A bronze bust on a pedestal of Mason looking across to the Orphanage site cast by William Bloye 1952 stands at Chester Road/ Orphanage Road corner; this was cast from Francis Williamson’s 1885 full-length seated figure erected outside Mason College 1885 (the future Birmingham University) now the site of Central Library which stood there until 1951. The original statue was in a poor state of repair and subsequently destroyed. (Photographs in Drake 1995 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY.)


@ @ @   B24 Erdington Wood End Lane/ Jaffray Crescent/ Wood End Road/ Oakfield Road
 Jaffray Hospital/ Jaffray Suburban Hospital 1884 was of red brick and terracotta designed by Yeoville Thomason and opened by the Prince of Wales 1885 (future Edward VII); it was built to relieve pressure on the General Hospital in Steelhouse Lane and had 56 beds for chronic cases; it was largely funded by John Jaffray of Park Grove Edgbaston, business partner of John Feeney of the Birmingham Journal. The ornate central block had a projecting central section of 3 storeys with a pedimented porch and topped with a dutch gable; two side wings of 5 bays projected forward from the central block, the west wing for female, the right for male patients. Staff had accommodation within the building. It was demolished towards the end of the 20th century; housing and a medical centre have been built on the site. The lodge remains as a private residence on the corner of Wood End Lane/ Jaffray Crescent. Sir John Jaffray is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque

at 249 Bristol Road.

@ @ @   B27 Acocks Green Sherbourne Road 
The Great Western Hotel opened shortly after Acocks Green Station 1853. It was demolished c1955 and the present hotel built.

@ @ @   B29 Selly Oak Raddlebarn Road
 Kings Norton Union Workhouse eventually became Selly Oak Hospital.


@ @ @   B38 Kings Norton The Green/ Old Town Close
 The site was formerly the Old Square at the west end of Kings Norton Green: Kings Norton Almshouses were housed in a small 2-storey block, demolished during the 1930s.


@ @ @   B73 Sutton Coldfield Station Street
 Sutton Coldfield Police Court 1886-1960; demolished 1967.


GAZETTEER

Victorian Agricultural Buildings
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Many of these could well be very much older than Victorian.

(BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B7 Nechells Oliver Street/ Rupert Street

Primrose Hill Farm is shown on Fowler's Plan of Aston Parish 1833 but may well be earlier; Robert Garbett was the tenant in 1833.  Primrose Hill itself was covered by Windsor Street gas works from c1840 and the farm was not to last much longer.

@ @ @   B9 Small Heath Green Lane roughly at Eversley Road
 Green Lane Farm was certainly there in 1864 and is very likely much earlier; it was demolished for housing development not long before 1900. Adjacent to the farm stood Green Lane Cottage, the home of Birmingham artist Frederick Henshaw 1807-1891.


@ @ @   B13 Wake Green Greenstead Road/ Penshaw Grove
 Springfield Farm
@ @ @   B13/ B14/ B30 Moor Green Dads Lane/ Ashbrook Road
 Dads Lane Farm survived until 1926 when the farm and its farmland were developed for housing.


@ @ @   B14 Yardley Wood Highfield Road/ Old Farm Grove
 Trittiford Farm was demolished after 1937.


@ @ @   B17 Harborne/Harts Green Fellows Lane/ Tennal Lane (Harts Green Road)
 Harts Green Farm survived as a dairy farm until the early 1930s; the farm house which appeared to be early 19th-century was demolished 1934 with the building of Harts Green Estate. (Photograph in Clarke 1994 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY)


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Gillhurst Road/ Knightlow Road
 Upper Ravenhurst Farm was bought by Father Pereira 1892 of the Oratorian Fathers; Cardinal Newman visited and celebrated mass in a chapel in the farmhouse. During the 1920s the farmhouse was used as a police station with family accommodation for the sergeant on the ground floor and living quarters for three constables upstairs. Demolished.


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Northfield Road opposite Quinton Road
 Home Farm farmhouse, barn and outbuildings are early 19th-century (possibly 18th-century) with later additions and Grade II Listed; now used by West Midlands Police dog section. Most of the farmland was bought for use as a golf course 1901.
Also Grade II Listed in Northfield Road Nos.87-105 odd, to Tibbetts Lane, two terraces of 1893 and 1896 in a Tudor style. BSMR


@ @ @   B21 Handsworth Rookery Road
 Bradleys Farm still stood 1906; demolished.


@ @ @   B21 Handsworth Wood Wood Lane
 Lea Hall Farm: the farmhouse was built of stone; demolished.


@ @ @   B24 Erdington Chester Road - roughly Fernwood Gardens
 Holifast Grange farmhouse was an unusual Queen Anne-style house with extensive outbuildings. Demolished. (For photographs see Drake 1995 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY)


@ @ @   B24 Erdington Orphanage Road/ Holly Lane (north) 
 Cottons Farm


@ @ @   B33 Yardley Deakins Road/ Kathleen Road (north-west of the junction)

 Deakins Farm was certainly there in 1800.
@ @ @   B25 Yardley Hob Moor Road/ Clements Road (north-west corner)

 Fast Pits Farm probably started life as a medieval assart. The 19th-century farm buildings were demolished to make way for council housing in the 1920s.

@ @ @   B28 Hall Green Bushmore Road/ Boyleston Road
 The name of Bushmore Farm is medieval; more denotes marshland. With 5 hectares of land the farm was sold 1910; at that time there was a race-course on the site of Bushmore Road with a grandstand along Shirley Road. Demolished.


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green Highfield Road opposite Webb Lane
 Hillclose Farm was the home of the Dolphins from 1854 after leaving Swanshurst; demolished 1920.


@ @ @   B28@ @ @   B32 Harts Green/ Harborne Welsh House Farm Road
 Welsh House Farm was demolished for housing development by the end of the 1960s.


@ @ @   B33 Kitts Green Crossfield Road/ Flaxley Road (north of the junction)
 Church End Farm
@ @ @   B33 Stechford Whittington Grove
 Church Road Farm; Cocks or Cocks Farm stood on Church Road opposite, just north of the junction with Yardley Fields Road.

@ @ @   B33 Stechford/ Lea Hall Lea Hall Road/ Church Road (south-east corner)
 Cowford Farm/ Cowford Hall was probably a medieval assart. It was demolished to make way for Lea Hall council house estate from 1933. The farm’s name derives from the fact that it stood at the crossing of Church over Yardley Brook (now culverted) which runs from Yardley Church to the River Cole below Glebe Farm. Though only a small stream, on clay this would have been a slippery and unpleasant ford whatever the weather.


@ @ @   B33 Stechford Flaxley Road
 Fir Tree Farm/ Firtree Farm stood between Flaxley Road and Old Farm Road.

GAZETTEER

Victorian Public Parks (and later)
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There are some 200 parks in Birmingham. They range from the 1000 hectares of Sutton Park dating from the Middle Ages to small community parks of very recent times. A large number of parks were set up from mid-Victorian times by philanthropists and by the local councils spurred on by a report in 1833 of the parliamentary Select Committee on Parks and Open Spaces who advocated the creation of open spaces in towns for the ‘humbler classes’ to engage in pursuits other than drinking, dog-fighting and boxing. With the building and road redevelopments from the 1960s much public open space was incorporated into housing schemes some with recreational and sports possibilities. From the last quarter of the 20th century the emphasis on park maintenance changed to include conservation of wildlife. At the end of the century there was renewed interest in parks and their use. Extensive plans to redevelop Handsworth Park and a local campaign has been set up to preserve and develop the facility.

Chronological List of Public Parks

1528
@ @ @   B73/ B74 Sutton Coldfield
 Sutton Park 1528 - not Victorian, but listed here for completeness. Sutton Park was part of a much larger area stretching from Barr Beacon to, from Salford (Spaghetti Junction) to Cannock Chase and a royal forest, a hunting ground of the Mercian kings; after Mercia’s decline it became known as Sutton Chase property of the earls of Mercia; after Earl Edwin’s revolt against William the Conqueror 1068 it became a royal forest again; in 1126 Henry I exchanged the park for other land with the Earl of Warwick; the earls of Warwick were largely absentee landlords and leased the manor house and park eg. to Sir Ralph Bracebridge 1419; the chase reverted to King Henry VII in 1471 on the death of Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick at the Battle of Barnet during the Wars of the Roses.
John Harman, Bishop Vesey of Exeter as part of his patronage for his home town secured the park for the people of Sutton Coldfield in perpetuity and at his own expense emparked Sutton Park much as it is today. The park was used for charcoal-burning until the 18th century and a number of watermills used the dammed streams for their power until the 19th century. In 1825 Sutton Corporation permitted Sir Edmund Hartopp of Four Oaks Hall to enclose Ladywood in Four Oaks and a high wall was erected to the rear of Hartopp Road which was much resented locally. In return Hartopp gave more land than he had enclosed near Powells Pool and at Meadow Platt including Park Road, giving new access from the town. 
The building of the Wolverhampton & Walsall Railway to Water Orton 1879 across Sutton Park was equally unpopular. After the building of the Sutton Coldfield branch line 1862 from New Street Station Sutton Park became a popular venue for day-trippers; steamboats ran on Powells Pool and Blackroot Pool, the open-air swimming bath at Keepers Pool was built, tearooms were set up. Job Cole of Perry Barr opened Sutton Crystal Palace and the Royal Promenade Gardens 1868 on a 15 hectare site now the site of Wyndley Leisure Centre (Wyndley Lane/ Clifton Road); it had a 3-storey frontage like a French chateau with a prominent large glass dome to the rear much like the London Crystal Palace 1851 and was used for entertainments and sport, there was a zoo, extensive grounds, Pat Collins fun fair from 1910; requisitioned 1914 as Warwickshire Regiment 1st Birmingham City Battalion HQ and later used for Commonwealth soldiers and convalescents until 1919; the lease expired 1962, the building was in a state of some disrepair and was subsequently demolished.
During World War 1 the park was used as a training ground for the Royal Warwickshire Regiment and New Zealand troops; during World War 2 tanks were tested here, timber was felled, crops were grown and a camps made for enemy aliens; a civil defence camp was built near Powells Pool. In 1957 the World Jubilee Jamboree of the Scout Movement was held here; a memorial stone marks the occasion. After 1974 local government reorganisation entry to the park became free; it was previously free only to Sutton residents; Victorian tollhouses survive.

The park is now c1000 hectares, contains much ancient woodland, plantations and heath, with streams, pools, ponds and lakes, wetland and marshland, meadows and a golf course was designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest 1954, and in 1997 designated by English Nature as a National Nature Reserve, unique in that it is the only one in the country to be completely surrounded by urban development, and that it contains habitats and wildlife now uncommon in the west Midlands. The park is Grade II Listed in the English Heritage Register of Parks and Gardens of Historic Interest.


1830
@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Westbourne Road
 Birmingham Botanical Gardens laid out on the site of Holly Farm 1830 covering over 7 hectares designed by famous landscape gardener John Loudon much of whose original plan remains; formally opened 1832 with financial help from the Calthorpe family. The original buildings date from 1840 and include the entrance hall, tropical house and palm house which are all Grade II Listed. The roof of the tropical house was raised during renovation in 1994 but all the iron columns and roof-beams remain. The public have access to these private gardens owned by a trust; a charge is made. The gardens themselves are Grade II Listed in the English Heritage Register of Parks and Gardens of Historic Interest. The Botanical Gardens bandstand is also Grade II Listed. BSMR


1855
@ @ @   B8 Saltley Adderley Road
 Adderley Park 1855, except for Sutton Park the oldest public park in Birmingham, was offered to Birmingham town council by Charles Bowyer Adderley, Lord Norton, but ignored. He opened it himself 1855, it was named Adderley Park 1862 and only in 1865 did the council take it over on a 999-year lease for 5 shillings a year. Adderley also built at the park entrance a free public library and museum 1864 which he gave to Birmingham council.


1857
@ @ @   B5 Balsall Heath/ Edgbaston Pershore Road/ Cheddar Road
 Calthorpe Park 1857 was given to Birmingham town council by Lord Calthorpe with certain restrictions on use and at a nominal rent; it was given to the city without condition 1894. A crowd of 100 000 welcomed the Duke of Cambridge at the inauguration 1857; there was a free ball and concert and a soiree at Bingley Hall.


1864
@ @ @   B6 Aston Aston Hall Road
 Aston Hall Park 1864; Aston Hall and Park were offered for sale to Birmingham town council after the death of James Watt II 1850, but refused. A private company took the option and used the land for leisure facilities; the park was opened by Queen Victoria 1858. In 1864 the council finally bought the hall with c80ha for the park and a further c25ha sold for housing.


1873
@ @ @   B5/ B12/ B13/ B29 Edgbaston Edgbaston Road
 Cannon Hill Park 1873 was laid out and paid for by Louisa Ann Ryland to be given to Birmingham town council; she refused to have the park named after her. It was made from part of her Moseley estate known as Cannon Hill Fields and the grounds of No.14 Cannon Hill House in Russell Road which is Grade II Listed; this is a large 2-storey 5-bay stucco villa in neo-classical style with a service wing to the rear. Ryland is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque on the Lodge at the main entrance to the Park on Edgbaston Road. Later extensions to the park were given by John Holder of Moor Green and Lord Calthorpe. Cannon Hill Park bandstand is cast-iron and octagonal in shape c1880-1890 and Grade II Listed BSMR. Cannon Hill Park bridge in simple gothic is dated 1875 but is probably a rebuilt earlier bridge; Grade II Listed. BSMR
From c1985 the park was connected southwards with the Rea Valley Walkway to Northfield. In 1989 children from Heath Mount School Balsall Heath and others with David Bellamy planted Centenary Plantation c2ha at the rear of Holders Lane to mark the centenaries of the RSPB and the City.


1876
@ @ @   B12 Highgate Moseley Road/ Moseley Street
 Highgate Park 1876 c1½ hectares was opened for Birmingham town council by Joseph Chamberlain on land formerly a sheep- and cattle-fold for Birmingham markets. The land was once the property of Elizabeth Hollier who used the fields for grazing. In her will that she wanted the four fields be rented out to clothe twelve poor people of Aston Parish and twelve poor people of Birmingham Parish each year. In 1875 the Trustees of Elizabeth Hollier’s Charity wanted to develop the land for industry but Birmingham Corporation opposed this and acquired it to provide a park. This was the first park actually created by the town council itself. As a site near to the city centre and to industrial Digbeth, the park suffered 200 German bombs during World War 2; it was restored from 1952.


1876
@ @ @   B16 Rotton Park City Road
 Summerfield Park 1876 was originally bought by Birmingham town council as 6ha of the grounds of Summerfield House, home of the late Lucas Chance; c20ha more were added 1890, Summerfield House was demolished 1887 and a bandstand built on the site; the park was extended 1981 by the addition of the walkway along the former Harborne Railway. The City’s first Bonfire Carnival was held here 1960; 25 000 people attended.


1878
@ @ @   B5 City Centre/ Digbeth Fazeley Street/ Park Street
 Park Street and Fazeley Street public gardens 1878 were made by the town council from the closed burial grounds of St Martin’s-in-the-Bull Ring in Park Street and St Bartholomew’s in Fazeley Street after Witton Cemetery opened 1863;

Park Street Burial Ground opened 1807 as an addition to St Martin’s churchyard; it closed to new burials 1857 although family plots continued in use until 1873. Some gravestones remain. A large part of Park Street gardens was lost after the railway was widened 1894; some had already been lost 1846. Over a thousand bodies were reinterred at Witton Cemetery 1894.
St Bartholomew’s churchyard was in use from 1752; the churchyard closed 1861 although burials in family plots continued until 1899.
These gardens are the last surviving remnant of the open land of the de Birmingham family’s manorial Little Park which survived around the Park Street area until building began from Georgian times (Sampson Lloyd III lived in an elegant house on Park Street.)


1878
@ @ @   B10 Small Heath Coventry Road/ Waverley Road
 Small Heath Park 1878 originally Victoria Park was given to Birmingham from fields of her Rilands Farm/ Rylands Farm/ Little Hey Farm by Louisa Ann Ryland who also paid for most of its construction; much of the work was carried out by gunsmiths from BSA during the munitions slump after the end of the Franco-Prussian War. En route to open the Victoria Law Courts Queen Victoria’s train stopped at Small Heath Station and the queen was welcomed by 50 000 schoolchildren. Queen Victoria asked that the park be named after herself, but by the 1930s the name was out of use. The park’s opening is commemorated in the Jubilee windows in the Great Hall of the Victoria Law Courts.


1889
@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Hamstead Road/ Grove Lane
 The Grove/ Park House was a balustraded house with bay windows either side of the projecting porch over two storeys; demolished 1968. Handsworth Park 1889 c10 hectares was made from the parkland of the Grove estate, landscaped by Richard Hartland Vertegans and opened by the Handsworth Local Board. The park was extended to three times its original size 1898.

However, the creation of the park had not been immediately popular with many residents and was strongly opposed by some. The Handsworth Local Board had provided water, sewers, street-lights and roads and pavements as well as the free library and the clinic, but now needed rate-payers' support for the largest loan it had ever applied for. The Chairman reassured residents that the rates on the desirable houses to be built north of the park would easily fund loan repayments. The Board was ultimately successful and when the Earl of Dartmouth unlocked the ornate Hamstead Road gates with a silver key 30 March 1898, he declared that Handsworth Park to be ‘open to the people for ever.’ (The original gates and cast-iron railings went to the war effort 1939.)

In 1911 the park came under the control of Birmingham Corporation and thrived for half a century under the Parks department with a full-time staff of at least 16. Many events were run in the park: Birmingham Flower Show, annual Scout and Guide jamborees, horse shows, cycle races, walking events and other celebrations. But by the 1970s the problem of car parking and access reduced its availability for city wide events. The park has seen a decline in recent years and the Save Handsworth Park group has mounted a campaign to restore it.

Handsworth Park bandstand is cast-iron, octagonal and late 19th-century. Grade II Listed. BSMR. Handsworth Park umbrello cast-iron in gothic style presented by Austin Lines 1888 may have originally had a fountain inside. Grade II. BSMR

(Some information here adapted from the Save Handsworth Park website.)


1905

@ @ @   B30 Cotteridge Park, now 22 acres, was gradually acquired King's Norton Urban District Council between 1905 and 1909. The park came into Birmingham with Kings Norton’s amalgamation with the City 1911.
1889
@ @ @   B45 Rednal/ Cofton Hackett Lickey Road/ Barnt Green Road
 Lickey Country Park is a remarkable preservation of green belt south of Birmingham as Sutton Park is to the north. It was first established 1889; Bilberry Hill was first leased 1889 by Birmingham City Council, Rednal Hill given by the Association for the Preservation of Open Spaces 1889, Beacon Hill was given by the Cadburys 1906, Bilberry Hill bought 1913, other land was bought 1920, 1934, 1944, 1946 - c250ha. The visitor centre in Warren Lane opened 1990. Much of the land farmed in this area is done so in perpetuity thanks to various members of the Cadbury family to preserve the rural aspect. The park itself has preserved a variety of habitats including deciduous and coniferous woods, marsh and heath. Leisure facilities include tennis courts, bowls, and golf. 


1894
@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Taunton Road

Balsall Heath Park opened on the site of the infilled Lady Pool.

1898
@ @ @   B17 Harborne Court Oak Road/ Queens Park Road
 Queens Park 1898 was paid for by funds raised at Queen Victoria’s Jubilee 187l; Turks Lane was then renamed Queens Park Road. Queen Elizabeth II’s Jubilee was celebrated by the opening of a garden for the blind, this feature chosen because of its proximity to the Royal National Institute for the Blind.


1898
@ @ @   B25/ B26 Yardley Queens Road
 Old Yardley Park/ Yardley Recreation Ground 1898 presented to Yardley District Council. 


1899

@ @ @   B13 Moseley Alcester Road/ Salisbury Road

Moseley Park

When Salisbury Road was laid out in 1896 it cut the park of Moseley Hall in two. The park had been landscaped for John Taylor by Humphrey Repton when the hall was rebuilt 1796; the pool had been greatly enlarged by the construction of  dam by John Taylor III c1838.  It was very likely that the pool and remaining park land would be built over. To prevent this nine local businessmen formed the Moseley Park and Pool Estate Company and leased 14 acres around the pool between Salisbury Road and Chantry Road. The pool was cleaned, the new park was laid out, and the shareholders began to build houses backing onto it. Local MP Austin Chamberlain officially opened the park 1899; it remains a private park.

c1900
      @ @ @   B32 Quinton Meadow Road
 Quinton Park was set up as a recreation ground and was the site of the celebrations of the annexation with Birmingham 1909. The park has been much reduced by housing development and the building of the M5 motorway.

1902
@ @ @   B17/ B67 Bearwood Hagley Road West/ Adkins Lane
 Lightwoods Park 


1903
@ @ @   B8 Ward End Washwood Heath Road/ Ward End Park Road
 Ward End Park 1903 was opened in the grounds of Ward End House (Grade II Listed - see above); the land originally had been part of the medieval Slade Field which had still been in strip cultivation until the early 19th century. The lake was dug during the winter of 1908-9 to give relief work to the unemployed; a plaque on Ward End House commemorates this. Wash Brook flows along the western side of the park.


1904
@ @ @   B11 Sparkhill/ Showell Green
 Sparkhill Park 1904 opened by Yardley Rural District Council c8ha was made on the medieval Heyne (High) Field.


c1904
@ @ @   B23 Witton/ Stockland Green George Road/ Park Road
Lower Witton Pool is fed by Hawthorn Brook and powered Witton Forge; the pool was used as a reservoir for drinking water until Elan Valley water was supplied from c1904 and the pool and surrounding land was subsequently bought by Erdington Council as Brookvale Park. The name is believed not to be a historical one.


1905
@ @ @   B29 B29 Selly Oak Umberslade Road/ Gristhorpe Road 

Muntz Park  In 1904 the Kings Norton & Northfield Rural District Council approved the construction of two new roads off Raddlebarn Road on the land of Selly Farm (corner of Raddlebarn Road & Warwards Lane) which belonged to Frederick Ernest Muntz, one of a wealthy family who had made their fortune in the metal trades. The roads, Umberslade Road and Gristhorpe Road were the beginning of extensive housing developments in the area. The following year, as house building began, Muntz gave 3 acres of land to the council as a park. In 1907 and 1909 the council bought a further 2 acres from him, adjacent to the new board school, Raddlebarn Lane Council School 1909, to make the 5 acres of the present park. The park was used for music, dancing and games. In 1923 the park was extensively re-landscaped with a grant from Birmingham’s Civic Society. Footpaths and seats were added and the area planted with trees and shrubs. A depression, the remains of an old marl pit, was created as an amphitheatre known as The Dell with a paved central area for dancing and bands. In 2005 a society called the Friends of Muntz Park was formed to actively promote developments in the park and promote its use. 

1908
@ @ @   B9 Bordesley Garrison Lane/ Witton Street
 Garrison Lane Recreation Ground 1908 was made by J S Nettlefold on the site of squalid slums in a heavily industrialised and crowded area of poor housing.


1908
@ @ @   B13 Kings Heath Avenue Road/ Vicarage Road
 Kings Heath Park was created 1908 from the grounds of the early 19th-century Kings Heath House, part of the Cartlands’ Priory estate; the park was extended 1914. The house was used from 1908 as a school, refugee hostel and training centre for soldiers going into agriculture; Birmingham Horticultural Training School has been housed from 1952 originally a training centre for Birmingham Parks department staff; to its right is a 19th-century cast-iron greenhouse. Grade II Listed. BSMR. Part of the park has been used as a television garden since 1972.


1911
@ @ @   B24 Erdington/ Birches Green Rookery Park Kingsbury Road/ Western Road
 Rookery House is built on a medieval site; the present house replacing an earlier building is early Georgian c1730 with Victorian additions c1850. The gardens were opened as Rookery Park, Erdington’s first public park when it became Erdington Council House until 1911.


1914
@ @ @   B23 Upper Witton Gypsy Lane
 A watermill stood at the lower end of Witton Lakes formerly Upper Witton Pools. Birmingham Corporation bought the lakes as a fishing reserve 1914 and the surrounding area was opened as a public park 1926.


1919
@ @ @   Pype Hayes/ Erdington Chester Road/ Eachelhurst Road
 Pype Hayes Park was originally part of the park of the 17th-century Pype Hayes Hall which still stands in the park. The hall and land were bought by Birmingham Corporation 1919 to compensate for the loss of land bought off them by the War Office for Castle Bromwich Aerodrome (present Castle Vale estate). The park opened 1920.


1922
@ @ @   B13 Billesley/ Wake Green Swanshurst Lane
 Swanshurst Park 1922 was bought from the Taylor family who owned Ivyhouse Farm. Swanshurst Pool/ Swanshurst Lady Pool/ Grove Pool/ Moseley New Pool was made by Henry Giles c1759 as a fishpond; the dam collapsed and was rebuilt 1930.


1923
@ @ @   B10/ B25/ B11/ B13/ B28 Small Heath/ Hay Mills/ Greet/ Sparkhill/ Wake Green/ Billesley/ Hall Green/ Yardley Wood
 The Millstream Project/ Project Kingfisher
The Millstream Way of the Cole Valley South 1923 is a linear public open space along the River Cole from B10/ B25 Coventry Road/ Fordrough to B28 Hall Green/ Yardley Wood. In 1909 Yardley District Council were concerned that the River Cole would become a culvert hemmed in by factories as was the Rea through Birmingham; it was proposed in 1909 that the Cole valley should be maintained as a rural corridor along its 9 miles through Yardley. When Yardley amalgamated with Birmingham 1911 the City Council agreed to maintain this aim which became part of the South Birmingham Development Scheme 1918-1924. The first part to be opened was around Trittiford Mill Pool 1923 east of B28 Priory Road; the Dingle 1925 between B28 Robin Hood Lane and Highfield Road; Chinn Brook Recreation Ground c1925; B13 Sarehole Mill and meadow were bequeathed to the City 1928 by A H Foster but not until after the death of the last tenant, George Andrew son of the last miller 1959, this stretch opened 1969; Greet Mill Meadows from B28 Green Lane to Stratford Road were given by Charles Hougham 1913 but not opened until c1970; the whole route was not open until after 1990. The project also takes in Chinn Brook recreation ground and Moseley Bog. The section from Brook Lane to Cole Bank Road has been named the John Morris Jones Way. (BIBLIOGRAPHY Jones 1989) The Millstream Way was renamed 2005 The Shire Country Park in recognition of the part this area played in the creation of J R R Tolkien’s imaginary world of hobbits.
@ @ @   B10/ B25/ B9/ B8/ B33/ B34/ B37 Small Heath/ Hay Mills/ Yardley/ Bordesley Green/ Alum Rock/ Stechford/ Hodge Hill/ Buckland End/ Glebe Farm/ Kitts Green/ Shard End/ Tile Cross/ Kingshurst/ Fordbridge/ Chelmsley Wood
Project Kingfisher continues the Cole Valley South Project northwards from the Coventry Road beyond the city boundary to Chelmsley Wood where it is jointly managed by Solihull Council; c350ha, 7 miles in length. It combines a number of sites into a continuous linear public open space in the same way as planned by the Yardley Council 1909 and was not complete until c1990. It is now possible to walk in public open space the entire length of the River Cole from where it enters the city at Shirley to where it leaves it at Chelmsley Wood. The project combines a variety of environments: playing fields, meadows, woodlands, streams, ponds, pools and lakes, marsh and wetland.

The Cole Valley project now preserves a very important corridor for urban wildlife. 


@ @ @   B11 Sparkbrook Sampson Road Farm Park 
 The Elizabethan farmhouse of Owens Farm was bought 1742 by Birmingham ironmaster Sampson Lloyd II who built c1755 the large Georgian country house which survives and later demolished the original farm. This rural retreat was known to the family simply as Farm sometimes referred to now as Lloyd House Grade II* Listed. The grounds became a public park from the 1920s. 


1932
@ @ @   B27 Acocks Green Severne Road/ Gospel Lane
 Fox Hollies Park 1932 c15ha was set out on the former fields of Sandpits Farm and Pool Farm along Westley Brook which flows down concrete steps at the site of Broomhall Mill pre-1609-c1886. BSMR. The pool is well stocked with a variety of fish. In 1989 some 3 000 trees were planted to enhance the woodlands areas in the park. 


1932
@ @ @   B42/ B20 Perry Barr/ Handsworth Wood Perry Avenue/ Cherry Orchard Road
 Perry Hall Playing Fields 1932 was set out on the site of Lord Calthorpe’s Perry Hall. The hall was built on a medieval moated site, altered 1576 and c1840; the moat survives. The River Tame was straightened c1970 by Severn Trent Water Authority and parts of the playing fields are designed for flood overflow.


c1935
@ @ @   B17 Harborne Grove Lane 
 The Grove was the home of social reformer and Birmingham’s first MP, Thomas Attwood. The existing stucco house was remodelled 1877 by Martin & Chamberlain for William Kenrick in red brick and terracotta in Arts&Crafts style. He presented the house and grounds to the City in the 1930s as Grove Park. The Lodge stands at the park entrance but the house itself which stood directly behind the lodge was demolished in 1963.; however, the Italian gothic ante-chamber was preserved for re-erection at the Victoria & Albert Museum in London. Alderman Wilfred Byng Kenrick, educationalist and Lord Mayor 1928-1929, is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque. 

1936
@ @ @   B45 Rednal/ Longbridge Lickey Road
 Cofton Park c60ha was opened on the farmland of the Georgian Lowhill Farm which still stands; traces of hedgelines can still be seen in open grassland of the park. Birmingham Parks Department now concentrates much of its nursery work here and a glasshouse half a hectare in area was opened 1970.


1957
@ @ @   B16 Rotton Park Icknield Port Road/ Gillott Road
 Edgbaston Reservoir 1957. Before the reservoir was built by Thomas Telford 1825 as a canal feeder, Roach Pool within the former manorial hunting ground of Rotton Park was used as a leisure facility and developed as such during the late 19th century. The reservoir was bought by the City 1957 and developed as a park and water-sports facility; the reservoir is the home of the Midland Sailing Club. The park itself covers c40ha of which c25ha consists of the reservoir itself. With its woodland and marsh this is an important site urban for resident bird life as well as providing a stop-over for passing migrants. 


1981
@ @ @   B16 Rotton Park Selwyn Road
 Harborne Walkway/ Harborne Line Walkway 1981 was opened as a two and a half mile linear park with an emphasis on urban wildlife conservation along the former Harborne Railway 1874 from B16 Summerfield Park to Park Hill Road Harborne B17. It forms an important wildlife corridor for a wide variety of bird species and flora including some rare mosses. 


1981
@ @ @   B32 Woodgate Valley Clapgate Lane/ West Boulevard
 Woodgate Valley Country Park 1981 c200ha was formed from farmland and follows the valley of the Bournbrook for over 2 miles; it is maintained with a high priority given to nature conservation and includes an urban farm at Hole Farm and visitors’ centre. A variety of habitats include meadows and grassland, woodland and wetland. Many old hedges have survived and evidence of old brickworks can be found and the collapsed Lapal canal tunnel runs under the site.


1985
@ @ @   B13 Wake Green Yardley Wood Road
 What is now known as Moseley Bog was dug as a reserve millpool for Sarehole Mill and dates from the mill’s rebuilding c1768. It was known as Dell Pool or the Old Pool and was fed by Coldbath Brook. In the 1890s the dam was in danger of collapse and the central sluice was broken to drain the pool. Threatened with building development local pressure encouraged the City to buy the land as a public amenity; it became a local nature reserve c1985. It is uncertain why it became known as Moseley Bog. 


1985
@ @ @   B76/ B24 Walmley/ Pype Hayes Eachelhurst Road/ Kendrick Road
 Plantsbrook Nature Park 1985 c10ha was the site of the 18th-century Plants Forge. The pools used for Birmingham’s water supply after 1866; filter beds were built after 1876. Plantsbrook Reservoirs were superseded by the Elan Valley scheme after 1907, abandoned and the area used for recreation by local people. In 1978 the pools were drained ready for landfill and subsequent building development but local campaigning encouraged the City to buy it as a community nature reserve managed by the Urban Wildlife Group whose president David Bellamy opened the park 1985. A number of habitats are preserved here including woodland, wetland and wildflower meadows. Boardwalks provide good access across usually inaccessible water and marsh. 


1986
@ @ @   B26 Sheldon Ragley Drive
 Sheldon Country Park 1986 runs for over 100ha along the valleys of Westley Brook from B26 Church Road to B37 Marston Green Holly Lane/ Bell Lane and Hatchford Brook from B26 Coventry Road/ Sheldonfield Road including Hatchford Brook Golf Course. there are extensive areas of grassland, woodland and wetland. The Old Rectory Farm at Ragley Drive is 17th-century, the home 1690-1729 of Dr Thomas Bray founder of the Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge SPCK 1698. An urban farm is maintained here with a variety of livestock.


****@ @ @   Section still incomplete -

@ @ @   Moor Green/ Moseley Moor Green Lane - Highbury Park
@ @ @   Northfield Bristol Road South - Manor Farm Park
@ @ @   B67 Warley Barclay Road/ Lightwoods Hill Warley Park

@ @ @   City Centre Park by ICC
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(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Skipp 1983 and VCH )

From the Middle Ages opportunities had existed for children, generally boys, from families of modest means to be educated to a basic level. Schooling often took place in church chantries and was led by the priest, although some professional schoolmasters were employed. Henry VIII dissolved the chantries in the 1540s but chantry funds were often then used to maintain a school; these were sometimes separate buildings at the edge of the churchyard as at Yardley and Kings Norton. By the 16th and 17th centuries there was widespread provision of schooling and many poorer people had a smattering of literacy. However, increasing concern about the availability of education led individuals and charitable bodies to set up their own schools.

The Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge SPCK was founded 1698 by Thomas Bray, rector of Sheldon originally as an inter-denominational organisation though later it became specifically Anglican. The SPCK was the first national body in England to build and manage elementary schools which were for 7-11+ year-olds boys and girls; in 35 years the SPCK set up or re-formed over 1500 schools.

Provision was still inadequate, however, and a system of Sunday schools was begun by Robert Raikes in Gloucester 1785 to teach not only religion but also basic literacy and numeracy. By 1795 three-quarters of a million children were taught in Sunday schools; by 1851 two and half million; 1906 was the peak year when 6 million children attended Sunday school, 80% of all 5-14 year-olds.

The British and Foreign School Society was founded by two Quaker benefactors 1808 representing non-conformist Christians; its schools are often referred to as British schools. However, in 1810 SPCK reckoned that two thirds of the poorest children still received no schooling at all and set up the National Society for the Education of the Poor in the Principles of the Established Church throughout England and Wales; its schools are known as National schools. From 1833 the two societies were supported by national government grants.

There were also charity schools for the urban poor known as ragged schools which gave basic education and industrial training, schools run by the Poor Law Guardians and some schools run by factory and owners. The standard of education offered by private schools varied enormously: some were ephemeral, others known as dame schools were little more than child-minding institutions; but increasing middle-class pressure encouraged greater provision the best of which was very good.

The Birmingham Statistical Society for the Improvement of Education calculated in its 1838 report that less than 20% of Birmingham’s children went to day school and those that did were overwhelmingly middle class. The standard of education offered in ragged schools, dame schools and private schools was found to be mediocre to almost non-existent. National, church and evening schools received a better report, but here fees had to be paid. As many as 10 000 children attended Sunday school. Well over half of Birmingham’s population was completely illiterate; the majority of the remainder only partially literate.

However, this was a period of expansion: private schools opened in outlying areas, church day and Sunday school provision expanded, factory and workhouse schools were set up and free education and some welfare was made available in the poorest central areas. By the time of Birmingham Educational Society’s 1869 report the number of day-school children had nearly doubled to 39%. Levels of education were not good, however: attendance was often very poor, length of schooling short and the report concluded that 50% of 10-15 years olds could not write and 36% could not read.

By 1870 voluntary education catered for 1.5 million children in 7000 schools; however, increasing population growth left many children untaught or ill-taught with probably half the population illiterate. By the 1870 Education Act the state took responsibility for education and provided for elected school boards with powers to build schools where voluntary provision was inadequate; this was largely in the central areas of the growing industrial towns. The standard of architecture and building was often of excellent quality; schools for 1000 children were built in high gothic style and a good number are still in use. Fees typically of a penny a week were payable though the poorest children had them paid; grammar school fees were typically in the pounds, however. Fees were generally abolished by the turn of the century. The 1870 Act provoked the building and re-building of many National schools by local squires to avert the building of a Board school.

The school leaving age was gradually raised:

 1880 - 10 years old

 1893 - 11

 1899 - 12

 1918 - 14

 1947 - 15

 1965 - 16.

1889 New county and county borough councils were enabled to provide a variety of schooling including elementary, secondary, post-school training for trades and crafts.

1902 Local Education Authorities were set up with added responsibility for technical education.

1944 The tripartite secondary system was devised with grammar, technical and modern schools; this was never fully implemented.

1960s Comprehensive schools were set up; from 1965 comprehensive education was national government policy.

During the 1990s a variety of secondary schools were encouraged including schools specialising in the arts and in technology.

Adult education had a shaky start in Birmingham: the Birmingham Mechanics Institute 1826 in B3 Newhall Street closed 1842 in financial trouble due to declining membership, the Birmingham Polytechnic Institution 1843 in B4 Steelhouse Lane closed 1848 for the same reason. Other ventures were unsuccessful probably due to the high cost of membership for working men and the fact that many employers preferred brawn rather than brain in their workforce. Even the middle-class Philosophical Institution was forced to close 1849.

Adult Sunday school was provided from 1818 by Dr Johnstone in his own home, Edgbaston Hall and later by others elsewhere, including Christ Church New Street; from 1845 Joseph Sturge set up the First-Day School in B1 Severn Street with teaching by Quaker friends of his from Bull Street Meeting House including by 1860 George Cadbury. Subsequently branches of the First-Day School were set up and many other churches and chapels began to run their own Sunday and evening schools.

The Birmingham & Midland Institute BMI was founded 1853 in an attempt to unite previous ventures in adult education for both middle- and working-classes. Fund-raising activities were undertaken, including readings of A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens who was made one of the first honorary members and later president. The council gave a site west of the Town Hall where the foundation stone was laid by Prince Albert 1855. The 4-storey italianate building by E M Barry opened 1857, the contrasting gothic extension along Paradise Street was designed by J H Chamberlain 1881. The range of subjects, the quality of teaching and modest fees led it to greater success than previous adult establishments. The BMI buildings were demolished 1965. The BMI is now situated in Margaret Street in the Birmingham Library building of 1899 by Cossins, Peacock & Bewlay. In Cornwall Street has been set 1974 the original BMI foundation stone laid by Prince Albert 1855.
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@ @ @   B1 City Centre (Chamberlain Square formerly Edmund Street)
 Mason Science College was almost entirely funded by pen millionaire Josiah Mason, a large red-brick and terracotta 3-storey building 1880 with gables and pinnacles and tall chimneys on the site of the Central Library where the philanthropist is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque. This became University College 1896, amalgamated with Queens College 1898, and, with financial support from Scottish philanthropist Andrew Carnegie, was granted its charter as the University of Birmingham 31 May 1900. The university was given 13 hectares of Lord Calthorpe’s land on the Bristol Road at Bournbrook and the buildings there formally opened by King Edward VII 1909.
The Lapworth Museum  Charles Ketley, a Smethwick mining engineer made a fine collection during the mid-19th century of some 1700 extremely well-preserved Wenlock Limestone fossils from Dudley especially trilobites and crinoids. Mason College of Science bought them for £250 in 1880 as the beginnings of their geology museum, now known as the Lapworth Museum. The museum opened 1880 is now housed in the Aston-Webb building at Birmingham University and has the best and most extensive collection of fossils, minerals and rocks in the Midlands, over 250 000 specimens. It is open to the public.


@ @ @   B1 Paradise Street
 Queens College was built in red brick built in gothic Oxbridge style by J J Bateman & W Drury around an open quadrangle 1843; it was a statement of Anglicanism in a predominantly dissenting town. The building was refronted as an office block in terracotta 1904 by architects Mansell & Mansell in ornate brick and terracotta with gables and oriels and an elaborate ogee entrance arch with a terracotta relief of Queen Victoria enthroned in full royal regalia under a gothic canopy; on flanking pinnacles stand a lion and a unicorn, above the canopy is a roundel with a relief of a girl with a snake, the college’s emblem and symbolic of healing; the central pinnacle has a crown resting on a Bible. This facade remains saved largely due to the efforts of the Victorian Society, and is Grade II Listed within Colmore Row Conservation Area, although the rear was completely rebuilt as office accommodation (now residential flats) in the late 20th century and known as Queens College Chambers.

The college moved from Paradise Street (now Paradise Circus) 1923. A small brick decorated gothic chapel by Drury and Bateman was consecrated 1844 as St James and continued in use until 1940. The chapel stood behind the college as the rear side of the quadrangle; it was in a Tudor style with buttresses and pinnacles and inside a hammerbeam roof and west gallery. It still stood in 1966 used as a furniture warehouse. The former college was converted into appartments c2000. Queens Theological College moved to the former Bishops Croft, a large gothic house at B15 Edgbaston Somerset Road where a new college chapel by W H Hobbiss was built 1939, dedicated 1947. This house of 1875 was demolished 1963.
Queens College was a forerunner of Birmingham University. Balsall Heath surgeon William Sands Cox began medical lectures at his town house and practice 24 Temple Street 1825; he is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque on Rackhams store on Temple Row. He convinced fellow senior medics that a school of medicine should be established as in Manchester, Liverpool and London and by 1828 the Birmingham School of Medicine later Birmingham Royal School of Medicine was in existence, from 1834 on the Paradise Street site. 1841 Queens Hospital in Bath Row was set up for students’ practical experience; 1843 the school became Queens College and housed residential students; 1846 was able to confer University of London degrees; 1869 amalgamated with the General Hospital’s Sydenham College which had been established at 12 St Pauls Square and later at Summer Lane; by 1874 there were departments of medicine, theology and arts; 1898 amalgamated with Mason Science College which stood on the site of the present Central Library after which Queens itself became a training college for Anglican priests. The amalgamated colleges were reborn 1900 as the University of Birmingham built off the Bristol Road in Edgbaston, the world's first red-brick university.

@ @ @   B3 City Centre Margaret Street/ Cornwall Street
 Birmingham College of Arts & Crafts/ Birmingham School of Art/ Birmingham Art School by William Martin & John Henry Chamberlain was completed 1885, extended along Cornwall Street 1893. This was the first municipal art school in the country and was built on land given by W Cregoe Colmore and the building paid for by Louisa Anne Ryland, Richard Tangye and George Tangye.


It is a very fine 2-storey building in arts&crafts style, Ruskinesque northern Italian gothic, with many pointed arches and asymmetrical gables with designs in red brick, terracotta and tile. the notable art nouveau rose window on the left gable was designed by architect J H Chamberlain who was Chairman of the School of Art and a devoted Ruskinian; in buff terracotta this is a remarkable large roundel with trellis-work intertwined with realistically carved lilies modelled by Barfields of Leicester. The roundel was Chamberlain’s final design; after his untimely death his partner William Martin completed the building. This building is considered Chamberlain’s best.

Many arts&crafts designers and artists including Walter Crane, William Morris and Burne Jones were associated with the school. From 1880 to 1900 this was not only the largest art school in Britain but the best equipped and most successful.


The Cornwall Street extension was designed by Martin and opened 1893. Terracotta panels are in the tympana of the first-floor windows by the school’s modelling master Benjamin Creswick and depict putti as allegories of the arts: music, dance, drawing, etc. Internally restructured in the mid 1990s and now the Fine Art Annexe of the University of Central England UCE. Grade I Listed Building.


@ @ @   B4 Gosta Green Aston Street
 The University of Aston in Birmingham was granted its university charter 1966. The university originated 1875 when a School of Metallurgy was set up in the Birmingham and Midland Institute BMI by G H Kenrick. In 1895 the Birmingham Municipal Technical School/ Birmingham Technical School separated from the BMI; Dr W E Sumpner was appointed as Principal and classes were taught in chemistry, physics, metallurgy and electrical engineering. 1897 Birmingham Technical School for boys opened in Suffolk Street in a large state-of-the-art red-brick and terracotta building, 5 storeys + attic with carved windows and mullions; now demolished. From 1911 commercial classes were held and run by a separate School of Commerce by 1916. The Municipal Technical Day School became Birmingham Central Technical College 1927; 1933 the Gosta Green site was bought and for the new Technical College and the Colleges of Commerce and of Arts and Crafts; by 1951 the main building was under construction. The Birmingham Municipal Technical School is commemorated by two Birmingham Civic Society blue plaques, one in Swallow Street and one at Aston University.

Renamed the College of Technology 1951, the first College of Advanced Technology CAT 1956 and following Robbins Report on higher education’s recommendation that CATs become technological universities, it became the University of Aston in Birmingham 1966. From the late 1980s the site around the original building was developed into a campus with many other buildings added and Woodcock Street Baths taken over by the university. Aston Science Park 1982 was set up west of Dartmouth Middleway jointly by the university and the city council and continues to be developed. During the academic year 1996/97 Aston redefined its mission: Aston University’s mission is to be an international centre of excellence in teaching, research and consultancy. Aston is focused on subjects of professional and vocational relevance in the sciences, engineering, business and the humanities.

In 1997 the university changed its name to Aston University; 1998 academic faculties were restructured into four schools: Aston Business School, Engineering & Applied Science, Life & Health Sciences and Languages & European Studies.

(Some information here from the Aston University website.)


@ @ @   B6 Aston Ettington Road/ Whitehead Road
 Aston Technical College/ Aston Manor Technical School was founded 1891 following the 1889 Technical Education Act; built in terracotta; known by 1970 as Handsworth & Erdington Technical College, by 1989 as Handsworth Technical College Aston Centre. Closed.


@ @ @   B8 Saltley College Road/ Bridge Road 
 Saltley College/ Worcester, Lichfield & Hereford Training College/ St Peters College was built 1847-1852 by Benjamin Ferrey in stone in Tudor style around a quadrangle. Largely paid for by C B Adderley it initially catered for 30 Anglican male students. Until this time schoolchildren had been taught by clergy, graduates, by untrained and unqualified schoolmasters and dames, and by means of the monitorial or Lancastrian/ Lancasterian system whereby older children taught the younger; the setting up by the churches of teacher training colleges marked the beginning of a purpose-trained and qualified profession. The Worcester Diocesan Practising School stood opposite in College Road (see below). A simple Norman-style chapel was added 1912 by J L Ball. A variety of other teaching blocks and student accommodation was added especially during the second half of the 20th century. Women students were admitted 1970; the college closed in the 1980s and is now used for a variety of community activities. This building is a surprise in an area which consists largely of working-class Victorian housing. Grade II Listed building. BSMR


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Moseley Road/ Lime Grove
 Moseley Road Art School 1899 by W H Bidlake in neo-classical style with arts&crafts details was built as the first local branch of the Central School of Art in Margaret Street; the foundation stone was laid by Alderman, the Rt. Hon William Kenrick on May 8th 1899. The junior art department opened for boys 1900 and for girls 1921. A second junior department for boys opened in Vittoria Street 1924 later amalgamating with the Moseley Road branch; 1945 the school left college control to become a secondary school as Moseley Road Art School; 1961 271 on roll. It closed as an art school 1975 becoming for a time part of Moseley Grammar school; the building is now owned by the British Association of Muslims. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B13 Moseley/ Wake Green Wake Green Road
 Spring Hill Congregational College was founded in the home of the Mansfield family with 13 students at B18 Hockley Spring Hill after 1821 at the bequest of Charles Glover d.1821 to train Congregational Church ministers. By 1850 the premises were inadequate and a new green-field site was bought at Wake Green where the present decorated gothic building was constructed 1854-1857 largely paid for by the founders. The college moved to Oxford before 1889 as Mansfield College.
After 1892 the buildings were reopened by William Ross as Pine Dell Hydropathic Establishment, the baths being filled by natural springs on site; the bath remains under the floor of the school hall in the west wing. Moseley Botanical Gardens were also opened in the grounds at Wake Green Road/ College Road. Pine Dell closed c1900. At a wedding here in 1896 the first paper confetti to be used in England was thrown.

The college buildings were used as Moseley Barracks, a recruitment and training centre for 3rd Birmingham City Battalion and as a police station from 1914 during World War 1, and later as a rehabilitation centre for ex-servicemen. Between 1918 and 1920 the building was Nazareth House run by the Sisters of Nazareth as a home for orphaned children. The buildings were used as office accommodation by the Ministry of Labour (employment) 1921-1923.

The building opened as Moseley Secondary School for Boys 1923 with 90 pupils, renamed Moseley Grammar School/ Moseley Boys County Grammar School 1939 with accommodation for 500. Damage by a German bomb 1940 (the scars can still be seen) caused the school to move to Kidderminster for 2 years; the building was repaired by 1949; enlarged 1954; 1961 number on roll 825. Now part of Moseley School. The west wing is a Grade II Listed building. College Road Board School (now Springfield) was opened 1900 by Yardley School Board with accommodation for 1130 pupils; reorganised 1934 into departments for seniors, juniors and infants, the seniors becoming a separate school 1945. Moseley County Modern School opened 1955; 1961 860 on roll. Now part of Moseley School. Moseley Secondary and Moseley Grammar amalgamated 1974 as a mixed comprehensive, Moseley School using both buildings which are on adjoining sites.

The gatehouse has been demolished but the main building with its central entrance tower, hall, library and cloister remain and this 19th-century west wing is Grade II Listed.

Designed by London architect Joseph James, Spring Hill was built to a traditional college plan in red brick with stone dressings and good detailing - carved stone gryphons, gargoyles and other ornamentation, mullioned traceried windows, crocket finials and crocket-trimmed gables; some stonework is becoming eroded. There is a prominent tower with a bell turret. Although the building has been altered internally to accommodate its changing uses, especially after 1923 for school use, externally Spring Hill has been little altered since it was built.


The original student dormitories and studies of the Wake Green Road Wing were converted into classrooms for Moseley School 1923. Note the traceried gothic windows and an elaborate oriel window. The Headmaster's House seen from Wake Green Road retains the original marble fireplaces, door and window fittings and many original doors. The library has four large decorated gothic windows with some original stained glass; the timber roof structure is decorated with carved angels. This part of the building was found to have dry rot in the 1980s, declared unsafe, evacuated and scaffolded. Money has now been found to renovate the building. The tower with its bell turret rises to c30 metres accessible via an octagonal spiral staircase from the library. The entrance hall retains much panelling.


In the main building the original dining hall is sixth form accommodation, the caretaker's house is still occupied, the assembly hall is built on the foundations of the 1890s swimming bath and has a fine plastered ceiling depicting the four muses. To create a gymnasium this wing was gutted internally in the 1920s, although external stone details and original gothic windows remain. Grade II Listed Building.

(Some information here derived from Moseley School website.)

@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath Vicarage Road/ Avenue Road
 The Horticultural School in Kings Heath Park is early 19th-century though altered; it is stuccoed 2-storey 5-bay building with a columned porch; to the right a 19th-century greenhouse with arched iron window frames and elaborate foliage-work in the spandrels. Grade II BSMR


@ @ @   B18 Hockley/ Jewellery Quarter Vittoria Street
 81-86 Vittoria Street The School of Jewellery and Silversmithing/ Jewellery School has its origins in arts classes held in Ellen Street jointly run by the Birmingham Municipal School of Art and the British Jewellers’ Association founded in Birmingham 1887. The Jewellers’ Technical School was founded 1890 by the Art School and the Association in a building c1865 by J G Bland built in venetian gothic style and the former premises of W & J Randel, jewellery manufacturers. In c1900 the school was renamed Birmingham Municipal School of Art Vittoria Street School for Jewellers and Silversmiths and soon afterwards the building was extended by the addition of a 3rd floor. A junior department opened for 12-13 year olds with a 3-year course and the promise of a job on completion. The school was redesigned as the University of Central England School of Jewellery in the early 1990s. Grade II Listed and within the Jewellery Quarter Conservation Area.


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Friary Road/ Mitton Road
 Handsworth College/ Handsworth Hall was built as a Wesleyan Methodist theological college 1881 by Goddard and Ball in Tudor perpendicular style in brick with terracotta dressings. The front of the college has a large square central embattled tower; the original E-shaped building had a central chapel, now a hall. The college amalgamated with Queens College Edgbaston to provide ecumenical training, and this building is now a residential hall of the University of Aston. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B25 Yardley Church Road
 No. 433 The Cottagers Institute is dated on the gable 1882 and was set up by Ebenezer Hoskins of The Grange to teach gardening and industrial skills to local people.


@ @ @   B29 Selly Oak Bristol Road/ Hubert Road
 Selly Oak Institute, now an adult education centre is late 19th-century arts&crafts style and timber-framed. It was initially set up 1894 by George Cadbury as a Quaker meeting house; later there was a gymnastics club, dance classes, social clubs and choirs. Grade II Listed.
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Can you help? . . .

The information here is largely based on the Victoria County History of Warwick Volume 7 1964; this is nearly 40 years out-of-date and it didn’t include Sutton Coldfield. If you can give me any information to update this section I would be most grateful.

Does your school have any famous ex-pupils or staff who should be mentioned?

Please contact me - see FEEDBACK.

NOTE

Some schools earlier than Victorian may appear in other sections, under Georgian public building, for example; search the rest of the document for a particular reference. (For easier searching, apostrophes are omitted in names eg. Kings Heath, except in church names eg. St Martin’s.)
(BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B1 Lee Bank/ City Centre Bow Street
 St Thomas’s National School built 1859, was enlarged 1862 to 2 schoolrooms, 1 classroom and a teacher’s house. The school received annual government grants from 1865, was renamed 1869 St Asaph’s National School, altered 1894, enlarged 1904, buildings condemned by the Board of Education 1912. The school was extensively altered 1929 and reorganised for juniors and infants only; closed 1948 due to the dangerous state of the building.


@ @ @   B1 City Centre Bridge Street
 Bridge Street Central Board School opened 1884 by Birmingham School Board accommodating 400 boys much of whose education was in manual instruction; the building was rented to the board by George Dixon who had it converted to school premises at his own expense. This building closed and the school transferred 1898 as George Dixon Higher Grade Council School into the former Oozells Street Board School (which still stands) accommodating 480 boys and girls; the syllabus had a strong science content. In 1906 the school moved to B17 City Road as separate elementary and secondary grammar schools. The elementary school had accommodation for 600 children, was reorganised 1932 for seniors, juniors and infants; extra junior accommodation had to be sought in St Germain’s hall 1949. 1961 accommodation was 13 classrooms. George Dixon Council Secondary Schools accommodated 616 children; 1920 3 boys classes were also held in St Germain’s Hall. The girls’ school was damaged by a German bomb 1943. In 1961 there were 950 boys, 800 girls and the schools were known as George Dixon Boys County Grammar School and George Dixon Girls County Grammar School.


@ @ @   B1 City Centre Broad Street
 St Peter’s Roman Catholic School may have been founded as early as 1799. By 1814 St Peter’s and St Chad’s churches shared a Sunday school probably in Shadwell Street which became the first Roman Catholic day school in the town 1823. A separate school was built 1828 in Sheepcote Street on the present ICC site and by 1834 this was known as St Peter’s RC School. The school opened a shop which sold clerical caps and straw bonnets made by the girls and there was a servants’ registry office at the school. By 1837 there were 160 children on roll under 2 teachers in 2 schoolrooms; average attendance was 21 months. By 1853 the buildings were in poor repair and there was no playground. By 1860 there were boys’, girls’ and infants’ departments; the girls were taught by the School Sisters of Notre Dame c1874-1900. The school was enlarged 1884, 1895; 1912 the Board of Education demanded substantial improvements in the building; extensive alterations 1923, 1950. Reorganised for juniors and infants only; accommodation 1961 12 classrooms. The school was replaced by St Edmund’s in Rosebery Street 1970.


@ @ @   B1 City Centre Broad Street/ Oozells Street
 The Church of the Messiah British School was in existence by 1868 founded by the Church of the Messiah which stood over the Birmingham Canal on the north side of Broad Street; the school was on the corner of Broad Street and Oozells Street. The school closed 1873 with 531 children on the registers and reopened as Broad Street Temporary Board School 1874 in the same building. The school was replaced by Oozells Street Board School 1878 designed by Martin & Chamberlain in Ruskinian venetian gothic in red brick with fine terracotta details and some stone carving; it is tall and gabled with two towers and one of the best of Martin & Chamberlain’s schools designed as much for aesthetics as practicality. Martin & Chamberlain designed 41 of the Birmingham School Board’s 52 schools between 1873 and 1898 though few now survive.
The board school closed 1898 and the building was taken over by George Dixon Higher Grade School until 1906. During the 1960s the building was used by Birmingham College of Food and Domestics Arts; after being empty for some years the school is now the Ikon art gallery. Grade II Listed. 


@ @ @   B1 City Centre Gough Street
 Hill-Top was a fee-paying school opened 1893 by Thomas Wright Hill moved to Hazelwood on the Hagley Road was run by Hill’s sons Matthew and Rowland (later of penny post fame); an unusual school which had an elected pupils’ committee, a system of currency earned by good work and behaviour, a science lab, gas lighting and central heating. It was visited by liberal thinkers such as Wilberforce and De Quincey. Closed due to Rowland’s ill-health 1846.


@ @ @   B1 City Centre Holliday Street
 Holliday Street Wesleyan Infant School held in the Wesleyan Mission room was in existence 1877 when an annual government grant was applied for; this was refused on the grounds that additional school places in that area were not needed.


@ @ @   B1 City Centre/ Lee Bank Holliday Street
 St Thomas’s Branch Infants School opened 1850, built with government help and accommodating 228 children (The remains of St Thomas’s Church stands at Bath Row/ Holloway Head). Renamed Immanuel Infants School/ Immanuel Church School 1865 (Immanuel Church stood on Broad Street, east side, just north of Bishopgate Street). Closed on the opening of Immanuel School 1872 in Tennant Street / Bishopgate Street which was built with government and National Society grants and accommodated 406 children in 3 rooms and had a teacher’s house. Immanuel was enlarged 1896, 1902, improved 1912, playground extended 1917; reorganised 1922, 1926, 1928 for juniors. Closed due to falling numbers 1937.


@ @ @   B1 City Centre Oozells Street North
 Oozells Street North Temporary Board School was opened 1888 by the Birmingham School Board in a Presbyterian schoolroom; average attendance 1889 was 291; the premises were unsatisfactory and the school closed 1893.


@ @ @   B1 City Centre Oozells Street
 Christ Church National School came into existence after 1865; in 1869 there was one teacher and 105 children mostly under 10. Closed 1878. (Christ Church stood at B3 Colmore Row/ New Street until 1899.)

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Severn Street
 The Royal Lancasterian Free School/ Birmingham British School opened 1809 to accommodate 400 boys; there were no fees but pupils had to attend a place of worship on a Sunday. Until 1826 this was the only non-denominational school in the town. In 1819 there were 734 boys on roll; fluctuating numbers on roll were a problem; in 1822 most of the 8-10 year-olds left because of demand for labour; average time spent at the school was 16 months. By 1839 numbers had dropped to 70; a new master was appointed and the numbers rose by the next year to 200. The school was rebuilt 1851 to accommodate 500 boys, girls and infants; the Girls’ Lancasterian School in Ann Street closed and the girls transferred to Severn Street. In 1866 the boys had a schoolroom and 2 classrooms, the girls and infants a schoolroom each; the three departments which had been managed separately amalgamated as Severn Street British School. 1870 a new infant department was built on an adjoining site paid for by the sale of Birmingham Infant Central School in Ann Street (now Colmore Row). By 1890 there was accommodation for 931 children; 1901 transferred to the Birmingham School Board as Severn Street Board School; 1912 substantial improvements in the premises were demanded by the Board of Education 1912; 1926 the buildings were still in a very poor condition. As Severn Street Council School reorganised for juniors and infants only 1926; closed 1933 due to falling numbers.


@ @ @   B1 City Centre Suffolk Street Queensway
 In 1897 the Birmingham Municipal Technical Day School/ Birmingham Technical School for boys opened in Suffolk Street in a large state-of-the-art red-brick and terracotta building, 5 storeys + attic with carved windows and mullions; now demolished. This had originated in 1891 with evening classes in metallurgy at the Birmingham & Midland Institute; the Municipal Technical Day School became Central Technical College 1927, the College of Technology 1951, the College of Advanced Technology 1956 and the University of Aston in Birmingham 1966.
 Central Secondary School was originally a department of this technical school but became a separate school sharing the same building until 1939; Central reopened c1945 in a former senior school at B9 Saltley/ Adderley Park Burbidge Road; after temporary accommodation in Cherrywood Road the school moved to newly-built premises in B33 Tile Cross Gressel Lane. In 1914 there were 284 boys on roll, 1937 400, 1961 565. Now amalgamated with Byng Kenrick Girls School as Byng Kenrick Central School. The Technical School itself closed after 1966.


@ @ @   B1 City Centre Worcester Wharf on Birmingham & Worcester Canal at the canal turn between Bridge Street and Commercial Street
 Boatmen’s Bethel School was in existence 1868 with 30 boys, 73 girls mostly under 10 years old. It was attached to a small mission chapel run by a London society and was badly run. The school was still in existence 1877 and funded entirely by charity.


@ @ @   B1 City Centre Windmill Street
 Chance’s Ragged School was the first ragged school in Birmingham; founded 1845 with accommodation for 250 children it was funded for many years by William Chance. It was run by a master and his wife 1856 and was still in existence 1858.


@ @ @   B1 City Centre Windmill Street
 St Catherine’s RC School opened 1869, received state grants from 1870 and moved into permanent buildings 1872 comprising a teacher’s house, schoolroom and classroom and church above until 1875; there was one mistress. By 1880 there were 567 children on roll, taught from 1885 by the Sisters of Mercy, from 1890-1904 by the Sisters of the Charity of St Paul; 1899 there were boys’, girls’ and infants’ departments. The buildings were condemned by the Board of Education 1912; 1925 a new building catered for boys on the ground floor, girls on the first floor and infants in the old building. A new boys’ and girls’ building adjoining on Windmill Street/ Bow Street corner opened 1931 to accommodate 320; the school was reorganised 1933 for mixed and infants; became aided 1950. Accommodation 1961 was 12 classrooms.


@ @ @   B1 Hockley Camden Street
 Camden Street Reformatory School for girls was known to be in existence 1856.


@ @ @   B1 Hockley Graham Street
 The Protestant Dissenting Charity School for Girls was founded in Meeting Street 1760 by the Unitarian Old and New Meeting Houses for poor girls and boys of any denomination; the school was paid for by the subscriptions the congregation who nominated girls who paid no fees; in 1777 27 children were wholly maintained by the school and went on to apprenticeship on leaving. 1791 moved to Park Street and girls only admitted from 1813; c40 9-15 year olds on roll 1850 who spent an average of 3 and a half years a the school taught by a mistress and an assistant. Girls were primarily trained for domestic service. The school moved 1839 to a new building in Graham Street reported 1852 by HMI to be a large and excellent building. From then on the establishment was run as a children’s home rather than as a school.


@ @ @   B1 Hockley Graham Street/ Vittoria Street
A Sunday school existed at Graham Street Mount Zion Baptist chapel from c1830; Graham Street Infant School was established at the chapel by 1850 in the Sunday school room with 60 children on roll. It had gone by 1869.


@ @ @   B1 Hockley Camden Street/ Spring Hill
 Camden Street Board School opened 1890 by the Birmingham School Board with accommodation for 1090 children; a manual instruction centre was provided 1906 and a cookery and laundry centre 1912. Classes for 200 children were held in the United Methodist Church, New Spring Street 1928-1931. In 1945 the senior girls’ department became a separate school, Camden Girls County Modern School; number on roll 1961 330. A class was still using the Methodist hall 1950; the school became Camden County Primary School 1954; 1961 accommodation was 7 classrooms.


@ @ @   B1 Ladywood Helena Street
 St Mark’s National School later St Mark’s CofE School opened 1850 with accommodation for 179 infants; by 1874 the premises were said to be poor; by 1903 His Majesty’s Inspector of Schools said that the buildings had been unsatisfactory for many years; closed 1908.


@ @ @   B1 Ladywood Nelson Street
 The Church of the Saviour British School opened before 1852 in Helena Street (east side); a new girls’ building opened 1853; education was non-denominational although the school was supported by the congregation of the church which stood adjacent on the corner of Edward Street. 1874 transferred to Birmingham School Board as Helena Street Board School or Edward Street Temporary Board School with accommodation for 374 children. This building closed 1876 on the opening of Nelson Street Board School which had accommodation for 800. Enlarged 1882, 1911. 1921-1928 Summerhill Receiving Homes School was effectively an annexe to Nelson School. Altered and reorganised 1928, 1932 for senior girls, juniors and infants the latter two departments amalgamating 1937; senior girls department closed 1939; accommodation 1961 12 classrooms. demolished and rebuilt 1972 in St Marks Crescent opposite Nelson Street.


@ @ @   B1 Ladywood St Marks Street/ King Edwards Road
 St Mark’s National School opened next to St Mark’s Church 1843 with 2 schoolrooms; average attendance was 210. An infant department was built 1865; new wing added to the boys’ and girl’s’ school 1871; infant school enlarged 1895. In 1912 the Board of Education demanded substantial improvements which were made by 1915; reorganised 1938 for juniors and infants only. By 1940 the buildings were in bad repair and the school closed.


@ @ @   B1 Ladywood Summer Hill Terrace
 St Chad’s RC Grammar School was founded 1858 in Summer Hill Terrace, moved 1860 to Summer Hill and later to Bath Street; closed 1873 to be replaced c1882 by St Thomas’s RC Grammar School which was opened by Benedictine monks in Erdington; closed c1886 to be replaced by St Philip’s RC Boys Grammar School B16 Edgbaston/ Ladywood Plough and Harrow Road 1887 founded by the Oratorians. The school moved the same year to Oliver Road onto the same site as the Oratory elementary schools. In 1907 there were 11 staff including the head who was a priest; there was a hall where 2 classes were taught, 5 classrooms, 2 of which were separated by a partition and one of which was really part of the hall and a laboratory; further accommodation was taken in an adjoining house. By 1924 the site was so overcrowded that the school moved into the former Oratory RC School adjoining the Oratory Church Hagley Road. The school became aided 1949 by which time there were 22 staff; enlarged 1955. Numbers on roll: 1914 boys, 1961 770 boys. The school’s front block is Grade II* Listed.
The poet Hilaire Belloc was educated here; the poet Gerard Manley Hopkins taught here for a short time.


@ @ @   B2 City Centre Cherry Street/ Union Passage
 Cherry Street Wesleyan School was founded by Birmingham’s first Methodist church c1830; the school had gone by 1860.


@ @ @   B2 City Centre Vale Street/ Great Queen Street (now gone - New Street Station site, south-west side)
 Vale Street Ragged School was in existence by 1865 with 2 teachers and 2 assistants and c210 children under 10 in 2 departments, infants and mixed and served a very poor area. 7 girls lived in a house attached under the Industrial Schools Act. Closed 1883 and the site sold when New Street Station was extended, the proceeds going to support Penn Street Industrial School.


@ @ @   B2 City Centre Pinfold Street (south of Navigation Street on a site now occupied by New Street Station)
 Birmingham National School was founded 1812 initially in rented rooms in Temple Row; from 1813 a building was rented from King Edward VI Grammar School who later waived the rent for the right to nominate 60 pupils. The ground floor accommodated 500 boys and from 1814 200 girls upstairs; pupils were nominated by subscribers and attended church twice on Sundays. From 1818 numbers fell because under-7s were no longer admitted and the demand for child labour in factories grew. A girls’ Sunday school was opened to cater for those who worked during the week, but numbers continued to decline: in 1824 there were on roll only 11 boys, 69 girls and 41 girls in the Sunday school. A new master and mistress halted the trend from 1835: by 1837 there were 324 children on roll though average attendance was only 150 and the average time spent in school was only 10 months. There were 3 teachers. The school was demolished as part of clearances for New Street Station.


@ @ @   B2 City Centre Pinfold Street
 Christ Church School of Industry was established by 1829 for 110 children, with no permanent home until 1837 when a new building opened in Pinfold Street with accommodation for 800. By 1837 there were 2 teachers; girls spent an average of only 15 months at school. By 1841 it was an ordinary day school catering for 180 boys and girls; by 1845 3 departments catered for boys, girls and infants in 3 storeys of the school and in 5 neighbouring houses taught by a master, 2 mistresses and 3 assistants. By 1856 there was again a school of industry. The building was sold 1887 and a new school, Christ Church National School was built in Great Charles Street to accommodate 520 children. 1903 the school was renamed Great Charles Street CofE School; buildings were substantially improved 1912; closed 1936.


@ @ @   B2 City Centre Queen Street (disappeared with the building of New Street Station - west end)
 St Philip’s Ragged School was set up by the rector of St Philip’s by 1869; it never received government grants.


@ @ @   B3 City Centre Colmore Row (formerly Ann Street)
 Birmingham Infant Central School was opened with 90 children 1826 by the Birmingham Infant School Society founded the previous year in St Philip’s Boys’ Sunday schoolroom; a permanent building was open by September, the upper floor of which was rented to the Girls’ Lancasterian School until 1851. A husband and wife sent by the Society to train at Walthamstow Infant School ran the school which was undenominational though the governors were mostly Quakers. The school trained an average of 6 infant teachers per year. Closed c1866, the property was sold 1867 and the proceeds used to enlarge Severn Street British School.
The New Lancasterian School/ Girls’ Lancasterian School was in existence by 1826; although the school shared premises with the Infant School it was managed separately by a Ladies’ Committee; 110 girls on roll 1833. The average time spent in the school was 13 months. In 1851 the school moved to become part of Severn Street British School.


@ @ @   B3 City Centre Fleet Street
 Christ Church Infant School was founded after 1868 and had an average attendance of 110. Closed 1888. (Christ Church stood at B3 Colmore Row/ New Street until 1899.)


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Bath Street
 A Sunday school attached to St Mary’s Church Whittall Street was built 1817? in Bath Street; by 1830 there was an industrial school here with 118 children on roll. St Mary’s National School opened in the Sunday school building 1831 with 101 on roll by 1837 under 2 teachers. Rebuilt 1846 with 3 schoolrooms for boys, girls and infants; children transferred here from St Mary’s Infant School in Shadwell Street which then closed; that school had opened 1831 with c100 children under 1 teacher and was held in rented premises. Average attendance at Bath Street 1869 was 182; the buildings were unsatisfactory and the infant room which was below ground level closed 1897, the infants using the former boys’ department. The buildings were condemned by the Board of Education 1906; 1911 the building was used for girls and infants only, the boys using the mission hall. 1920 HMI reported the building overcrowded and unsatisfactory, the infant department verminous; the boys department closed 1921; 1931 reorganised for juniors and infants only; closed as St Mary’s CofE School 1939.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Carrs Lane/ New Meeting Street
 Carrs Lane British School/ Carrs Lane Undenominational School was built 1844. There was a lecture room on the ground floor with the boys’ school accommodating 250 above; the girls’ and infant school behind this accommodated 150 and 120 respectively. The school was managed by Carrs Lane Independent Chapel and in 1865 taught by one master and one mistress; the school closed 1871 when there were 174 children on roll. Carrs Lane Chapel also supported B5 Bordesley Street Schools aka. Bordesley Infant School and Barn Street Independent School, also Carrs Lane Town Mission in B5 Gooch Street.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Corporation Street
 St Philip’s Church organised Sunday and day schools in hired premises until the opening of St Philip’s National School 1843 in Lichfield Street (rebuilt after 1875 as Corporation Street); there were boys’, girls’ and infants’ departments, the first two combining 1849; there were 3 schoolrooms and 3 teachers. The site was sold under Chamberlain’s Improvement Act 1875 which laid out Corporation Street and the school was rebuilt by 1885 in Newton Street with accommodation for 214. Closed 1892.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Dale End
 St Peter’s National School opened 1845 in a building enlarged for the purpose behind the Dale End frontage adjoining St Peter’s churchyard and opening onto Moor Street. There were 145 boys and girls on roll under a master and mistress in 2 schoolrooms. The school closed 1852 probably for lack of funding; by 1869 the former mistress was holding a private school on the premises. Reopened 1871; financial problems persisted; closed 1894 due to falling numbers.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Dalton Street (formerly London Prentice Street)
 St Peter’s Infant National School opened 1849 with accommodation for 147; closed 1868, but not sold until 1894 until which time St Peter’s National School benefited from the rent.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Dalton Street (formerly London Prentice Street)
 St John’s RC School opened 1849, possibly on another site, with 2 schoolrooms and built with help from the Catholic Poor School Committee; by 1857 the accommodation was unsatisfactory and the school was either enlarged or rebuilt in Dalton Street. Girls and infants were taught by the Sisters of Mercy and later by Sisters of the Charity of St Paul. Average attendance in 1869 was 355 in 3 departments for boys, girls and infants. From 1867 the school was attached to St Michael’s Mission and by 1885 was used as the boys’ department of St Michael’s RC School B5 New Bartholomew Street. The school closed 1890 and the building was sold.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Lancaster Street
 St Mary’s Parochial Branch School was in existence by 1858 and appears to have closed by 1869; St Mary’s Church was in Whittall Street.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Legge Street/ Digby Street, now gone, was a westerly continuation of Love Lane

 By 1850 Legge Street Infant School in Digby Street was run by Legge Street Independent Chapel (Legge Street/ Digby Street corner) with accommodation for 160 but average attendance only 60. Also in Digby Street the chapel ran a ragged school which had been established by William Chance 1848 and which as Legge Street British School received annual government grants from 1861. In 1865 the children were taught by a master and a mistress; closed 1871.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Lichfield Street (ran from Old Square to Aston Street and was obliterated by Chamberlain’s Corporation Street development)
 St Philip’s Ragged School, later St Philip’s Free Industrial School was a non-denominational school opened 1846 by the rector of St Philip’s in rented workshop premises in Lichfield Street. A schoolmaster and his wife provided 3 free meals a week, training in tailoring and cobbling as well as general teaching for c60 children. In 1850 the school renamed the Birmingham Free Industrial School was relocated in a new building on a site given by King Edward VI Grammar School in Gem Street (now within Aston University south of Aston Street). 300 children over 7 attended the day school and industrial school; there was also an orphanage for 35 children. Lack of funds saw the end of free meals 1866 and by 1868 less and less of the poorest children attended. The school subsequently moved to Harborne.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Steelhouse Lane
 Ebenezer British School/ Ebenezer Independent School opened 1839 for boys only in Ebenezer Chapel Sunday school which was in existence by 1830; by 1840 there were 212 on roll; subjects taught included grammar, music, history, architecture and mechanics. By 1856 the school was mixed; from 1860 as Steelhouse Lane British School government grants were received. Closed 1871


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Slaney Street/ Slainey Street (now gone - it ran between Weaman Street and Snow Hill)
 Slaney Street Ragged School was in existence by 1850; in 1869 there were 112 children on roll and no fees were charged. The school closed soon after that date.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre/ Gosta Green Gem Street
 Gem Street (Girls’ Free Order) Board School was opened by Birmingham Board for c300 girls who were so dirty, badly clothed and ill-fed as to be unsuitable for ordinary board schools; the building had formerly been an elementary branch school of King Edward’s Grammar School. A bath was provided and improvements in health and hygiene were noted. The school became an ordinary board school and closed 1900, the children transferring to Fox Street Board School. A school for deaf children was built on the site 1900; in 1901 the building was altered and reopened for boys transferring from Staniforth Street Board School; from 1911 the school was mixed. It closed 1913 and the building was used by the school for deaf children.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre/ Gosta Green Gem Street
 Gem Street Elementary District School was founded 1838 for c60 7-14 year-olds; it taught Anglican doctrine but was not attached to Bishop Ryder Memorial Church also in Gem Street. The school was rebuilt 1841 by the National Society with accommodation for 450 pupils; by 1844 the infants’ and boys’ schools had one room each of the building and the girls’ school used a room in an empty factory nearby. By 1860 the girls used a classroom within the infant schoolroom; when a new boys’ building was erected next door 1860, the girls moved into the boys’ schoolroom with an new classroom added. By 1863 Bishop Ryder Church was using part of the building as a ragged school. The building was enlarged 1864, but 835 children was far more than HMI believed compatible for health. The school was enlarged again 1865; accommodation 1880 was 998; alterations were made 1896, 1911; additional accommodation for boys was made in Kyrle Hall 1914-1931, Staniforth Hall 1931-1932; reorganised 1932 for juniors and infants only, altered 1934. In 1951 it became an aided school, Bishop Ryder’s CofE Primary School with accommodation 1961 for 8 classes.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre/ Gosta Green Staniforth Street
 Bishop Ryder’s Branch School was a National school opened 1869 with accommodation for 213 infants; closed 1880. The building was used from 1886 by Birmingham School Board as Staniforth Street (Boys’ Free Order) Board School with accommodation for 250 boys who were so dirty, badly clothed and ill-fed as to be unsuitable for ordinary board schools. Free meals and clothes were available for the poorest. The school closed 1901 and the children transferred to Gem Street Board School.


@ @ @   B4 Vauxhall/ Ashted Penn Street
 Penn Street Ragged School was in existence by 1858 becoming an industrial school for boys 1863.


@ @ @   B5 City Centre Bristol Street
 Wycliffe British School was in existence by 1869 with average attendance 158; closed 1878.


@ @ @   B5 City Centre Bristol Street
 Bristol Road Wesleyan School (correctly Bristol Street)/ Benacre Street Wesleyan School accommodated 90 infants from 1846; by 1880 there were 378 children on roll, by 1887 378 in unsatisfactory buildings. (Benacre Street is no longer there but ran roughly along Mowbray Street to Bristol Street; the Wesleyan chapel was on the north side of the junction.) The school closed 1887 to reopen the same year as Benacre Street Board School for infants, juniors and seniors pending the building of a new school in Highgate by Birmingham School Board; Benacre Street closed 1889. Upper Highgate Street Board School opened 1888 in B12 Highgate Upper Highgate Street south of Canford Close, with accommodation for 1 118 children and a cookery centre (the only other at that time was at Summer Lane); a new cookery centre was built 1910. In 1931 the school was reorganised for infants and senior girls. The infant department closed 1933 to reopen 1937 as part of Moseley Road Council School and left this building 1955. The school became a secondary modern girls school 1945, renamed Highgate Girls County Modern School 1954, number on roll 1961 400 girls. In 1967 Mount Pleasant Comprehensive School was built in a stark utilitarian style at Balsall Heath Road/ Sherbourne Road to replace most of the smaller secondary schools in the area. It was renamed Highgate School c1980 and with falling rolls due to the demolition and redevelopment of the area closed in the late 1980s. The building was subsequently used as Joseph Chamberlain Sixth Form College. 


@ @ @   B5 City Centre Bristol Street (west of Vere Street)
 Old Meeting Street Temporary Board School (roughly the site of New Street Station forecourt) had opened 1875 by Birmingham School Board in rented premises; it closed 1876 when Bristol Street Board School opened with accommodation for 1000 children; enlarged 1879, 1898, altered 1912, 1925; reorganised for juniors and infants only 1935; 2 departments amalgamated 1939. Accommodation in 1961 9 classrooms. Demolished.


@ @ @   B5 City Centre Hill Street
 St Jude’s Church School opened c1862 with accommodation for 284 children and a teacher’s house; girls and infants only from c1877; enlarged 1884. The school received annual grants as a public elementary school until 1903 when it became St Jude’s (Certified Efficient) School; closed 1911. Demolished.


@ @ @   B5 City Centre Hill Street (lower end to Smallbrook Queensway formerly known as Tonk/ Tonks Street)
 St Patrick’s RC School opened 1849 in a location unknown and moved 1856 to Tonk Street where there was a schoolroom, classroom and teacher’s house. It received annual grants from 1857; average attendance in 1869 was 139 children; closed 1870. Demolished.


@ @ @   B5 City Centre Hurst Street
 The Unitarian Domestic Mission School was in existence by 1850 with c200 children on roll; this was a high-wage neighbourhood and the school served the poor within it. By 1865 there was a schoolmaster and mistress with average attendance c500 in boys’, girls’ and infants’ departments. Closed 1879.


@ @ @   B5 City Centre New Meeting Street
 The New Meeting House Unitarian School was in existence by 1841 and had gone by 1850.


@ @ @   B5 City Centre/ Gosta Green Laurence Street (now gone - it ran parallel and north of Coleshill Street, now Aston University)
 Laurence Street Unitarian School adjoining the chapel had 120 children attending by 1850; by 1856 it was known as the Domestic Mission Chapel School and was girls only; in 1869 it was described as undenominational. Closed 1880.


@ @ @   B5 City Centre/ Highgate Hope Street/ Gooch Street
 Hope Street Board School was opened 1880 with accommodation 1445 children; it was an experimental school building being the first in Birmingham to be designed on a classroom system: 3 stories each had a central hall with classrooms for 60-75 children opening on to it. After 1881 the halls were not counted as classroom space and total accommodation was reduced to 1150; additional accommodation was used in Wycliffe Baptist Sunday schoolrooms 1925-1934. The site was extended 1927, 1930; the school reorganised 1930 for seniors, juniors and infants; enlarged 1934. The senior department became a separate school 1945, Hope Street County Modern School which had 490 children on roll 1961. Hope Street Primary School site was extended 1952; accommodation in 1961 was 8 classrooms.


@ @ @   B5 City Centre/ Highgate St Lukes Road (used to join Bristol Street between St Luke’s Church and St Luke’s School)
 Education for Jewish children took place at Singers Hill Blucher Street until The Hebrew National School was built in Hurst Street 1843 for boys only; children were taught English subjects but also Hebrew language and literature by 3 masters. Girls attended two and a half days a week for Hebrew lessons only. Provision was made 1852 for children too poor to pay fees. 1856 the school moved to a new building at B1 Ellis Street/ Singers Hill, enlarged 1859, 1862; 3 departments, boys, girls, infants. By 188 there were 389 on roll, by 1886 459; 1899 the boys and girls departments amalgamated. A new infant department opened at Gough Street/ Blucher Street 1901. A new school was built in St Lukes Road 1932 with accommodation for 408 children; average attendance 1938 was 224. the school was hit by a German bomb 1940, accommodation was provided in an annexe 1949, all bomb damage repaired by 1951. The school became aided 1950; in 1961 there were 6 classrooms. With the redevelopment during the 1950s/ early 1960s of the Jewish quarter around this area and the dispersal of many Jewish families, the school moved again as the King David Primary School 1965 to Alcester Road Moseley as primary only. By this time the Central Synagogue had moved to a new building on the Pershore Road, the New Synagogue to Park Road Moseley. 


@ @ @   B5 Digbeth Barn Street/ Little Ann Street
 St Gabriel’s Church School was in existence by 1869 with 87 under-10s and one teacher.


@ @ @   B5 Digbeth Bradford Street
 Bradford Street Wesleyan School was in existence 1846 accommodating 55 infants in the chapel; it had gone by 1860.


@ @ @   B5 Digbeth Fazeley Street/ Floodgate Street
 The Free Christian Society School held in the chapel rooms was established by one of the congregation; 88 under-10s on roll 1869. Grade C Locally Listed.


@ @ @   B5 Digbeth Floodgate Street
 St Martin’s School was originally a Sunday school attached to St Martin’s-in-the-Bull Ring by 1830, and a day school with a playground by 1832 with 483 children on roll; Her Majesty’s Inspector reported 1847 that teaching was poor, attendance poor and the children dirty. This school may have been Inge Street where St Martin’s Infant School stood. Closed when St Martin’s School opened in Park Street c1871. Also closed on the opening of St Martin’s Park Street was St Martin’s Ragged School Well Lane/ Allison Street founded 1828 with c150 on roll. St Martin’s Park Street accommodated c200 children and was transferred to Birmingham School Board 1879 as Park Street Board School. Meriden Street Board School opened 1883 in a building belonging to the governors of King Edward VI Grammar School as a replacement for Park Street which nevertheless remained open until 1891 when Floodgate Street Board School was opened 1891 with accommodation for 1115 children. A bathroom was provided 1906. The school closed 1940 after which the building was used by St Michael’s RC School. This red-brick and terracotta building with gothic tower and gables still stands and is Grade II Listed BSMR
There was also by 1840 a British school in the parish later known as St Martin & St Bartholomew British School accommodating 240 children.
There was also a St Martin’s District School in B3 Newhall Street by 1858 with average attendance 140; this school closed c1872.
St Michael’s RC School started life in Well Street by 1849 as St Nicholas’ RC School; there were 2 rooms with a chapel above. The school transferred to New Meeting Street c1865 and was then attached to St Michael’s RC Chapel; this in turn closed 1869 at which time the school was uninspected with 1 teacher catering for 68 children under 10 years old; reopened 1872 as St Michael’s School, an inspected school taught by the Sisters of Mercy and in a new building with 2 schoolrooms in New Bartholomew Street. St John’s RC School 1849 in London Prentice Street (now Dalton Street) became St Michael’s boys’ department 1885 while the New Bartholomew street school was the girls’ and infants’ department. St John’s closed 1890 and a new boys’ department was built adjoining the existing New Bartholomew Street site in Bordesley Street; total accommodation 671. The Board of Education demanded substantial improvements in the building which were partially carried out 1917. 1937 girls’ and boys’ departments amalgamated. The school building was destroyed by a German bomb 1940 and the school transferred to the former Floodgate Street Council School building. 1947 the juniors and infants transferred to the former Allcock Street Council School building becoming an annexe of St Anne’s RC School. St Michael’s senior department stayed at Floodgate Street with seniors from Holy Family, English Martyrs and St Anne’s to form St Michael’s RC Secondary Modern School which became aided 1954. 1961 number on roll 560.


@ @ @   B5 Digbeth Fox Street
 St Bartholomew’s Church (formerly at Masshouse Lane/ Bartholomew Street) had a Sunday school by 1830; by 1833 St Bartholomew’s National School was held in a rented schoolroom and the girls’ school in a public house. There were 2 teachers; average time spent in school was 15 months. Her Majesty’s Inspectorate reported that this was a bad school in unhealthy buildings: in the churchyard surrounding the school 600 burials a year took place. The school was rebuilt 1851 on a new site in Fox Street with accommodation for 391 children, but no playground; the infant department had closed by 1869; by 1874 the school was taught in one department taught by one mistress. In 1874 the school transferred to Birmingham School Board as Fox Street Temporary Board School and closed 1877 when Fox Street Board School opened with accommodation for 995 pupils. Reorganised 1928 for senior girls, juniors and infants; the name was changed to Grosvenor Street Council School 1932. The junior and infant department closed 1941, the senior girls 1943.


@ @ @   B5 Digbeth Meriden Street
 King Edward VI Elementary School was set up by the King Edward VI foundation as one of four; children from this school became the first pupils at the new King Edward VI Grammar School Camp Hill with separate boys’ and girls’ departments, a red-brick and terracotta gothic building built 1881. The school transferred to new buildings on the Cartland Priory estate in Kings Heath 1945. The old school became Bordesley College of Education catering largely for mature female entrants to the teaching profession, later Bordesley Centre for teachers and is currently an Islamic education centre.


@ @ @   B5 Highgate Macdonald Street/ Bishop Street
 St Luke’s Infants’ Church School was opened 1850, renamed St David’s National School after St David’s Church opened in Bissell Street the previous year. Boys’ and girls’ departments opened 1869 in a new building accommodating 419 adjoining on the corner of Bishop Street; enlarged 1904; substantial improvements demanded by the Board of Education 1912, 1924; altered and reorganised for juniors and infants only 1933. The school building was damaged by a German bomb during World War 2 and because of falling rolls was not repaired and closed 1941. By 1949 the building was repaired for use by St Alban’s CofE Modern School.


@ @ @   B5 Highgate Rea Street South (east side, north of Macdonald Street)
 Rea Street South Board School was opened 1875 by Birmingham School Board with accommodation for 1029 pupils, enlarged 1884, altered for classroom organisation with a central hall; practical rooms added 18933; special class opened 1897; more practical rooms added 1912. Reorganised for boys, juniors and infants 1931; the boys’ department was badly damaged by a German bomb 1941 and closed. The buildings were altered 1951, the infant block becoming a nursery and the main block reorganised for juniors and infants; 1954 the practical block was repaired to provide additional classrooms. The school was renamed Reaside County Primary School 1954; accommodation 1961 12 classrooms.


@ @ @   B5 Lee Bank/ Highgate St Luke’s Road
 A school run by St Luke’s Church was held in rented premises c1842 until St Luke’s National School opened in St Luke’s Road 1843; 1844 infant department opened. There was no playground 1850 and the buildings were condemned 1912 by the Board of Education. By 1933 there had been much rebuilding and alteration and the school was reorganised for juniors and infants only. 1941 the school was badly damaged by a German bomb and closed. The children were housed in part of the also bomb-damaged St James’ CofE School Gough Road Edgbaston. St Luke’s school buildings were partially repaired by 1953 when 3 classes were being held there; became controlled, St Luke’s CofE Primary School 1954; 1961 accommodation 9 classrooms.


@ @ @   B6 Aston
 Aston School: in 1739 at one end of Aston vicarage barn a small house with a stable belonging to the vicar was built as a school. When it opened or closed is not known.


@ @ @   B6 Birchfield/ Aston Trinity Road/ Birchfield Road
 Christ Church National School Aldridge Road aka. Perry Barr Boys Church School was founded 1874, though it may have been one of the 3 Perry Barr Church Schools dating from 1847 supported by the Calthorpe family. In 1883 there were 100 children on roll, in 1883 303 which by then included infants as well as boys. From 1894 the school was taken over by Handsworth School Board who closed it 1895 on the opening of Birchfield Road Board School with accommodation for 660 children. The building was enlarged 1898 providing accommodation for 1020 pupils, and enlarged again 1906, 1911. The school was reorganised 1930 for senior boys as Birchfield Road Boys’ County Modern School 1945 which had 500 on roll 1961. The junior and infant department was renamed the Birchfield County Primary School 1954; in 1961 there were 8 classrooms.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Albert Road
 Albert Road Board School was opened 1881 by Aston School Board with accommodation for 1012 children; a new junior block for 318 was built 1885; the school was later known as Albert Road Higher Grade School. The school was overcrowded by 1892 and the Board of Education demanded improvements in accommodation 1912 which were made the following year. 1913 the junior department closed; reorganised 1930 seniors, juniors and infants; reorganised 1935 for juniors and infants. Renamed the Prince Albert County Primary School 1954; accommodation 1961 14 classrooms.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Alfred Street
 Aston National School opened 1855; by 1882 it had become boys only, after which date it became girls and infants only. The school transferred to the Aston School Board and was known as Alfred Street Board School. 1886-1921 the school was part of Aston Lane Board School; 1922-1939 the building was used by Vicarage Road Council School; from 1953 by Manor Park Primary School.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Aston Hall Road (formerly Aston Lane)/ Priory Road
 Lichfield Road Wesleyan School in Victoria Road later Victoria Road Wesleyan School was set up 1870 in the Sunday school building with a master and mistress and c160 children on roll in 2 departments for boys and girls with infants. 1884 transferred to Aston School Board as Victoria Road Board School ; the boys’ department closed 1886, girls’ and infants’ 1890, the children transferring to Aston Lane Board School opened by the Aston School Board 1886 with girls and infants departments; the boys’ department used the former Alfred Street Board School; total accommodation 1008. A boys’ department was built for 300 pupils at Aston Lane 1890 and Alfred Street was altered to accommodate Aston Lane juniors who used it until 1921. Aston Lane was reorganised 1930 for senior boys, juniors and infants. 1935 the school became Aston Hall Road Council School; junior and infant departments amalgamated c1937. The senior boys’ department closed 1944 to be used as a civic restaurant until 1953 after which the building was used by Upper Thomas Street County Modern School. The school became Aston Hall Primary School 1954; in 1961 there were 9 classrooms. Demolished 1972.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Burlington Street/ opposite Bourn Mill Drive
 Burlington Street Board School was opened by Aston School Board 1878 with accommodation for 1018 children; the junior department moved to a detached building 1188 accommodating 450 pupils; closed 1920 and the building became a school for ‘mentally defective’ children. In 1930 the school was reorganised for senior girls, juniors and infants, the latter two departments amalgamating 1937. The senior girls department became a separate school 1945, renamed Burlington Girls County Modern School 1954; number on roll 1961 270. The primary school used classrooms in Alma Street Council School 1949-1952; renamed Burlington Primary School 1954; 1961 accommodation 11 classrooms. Closed 1982.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Prestbury Road
 Sacred Heart RC School opened 1898 with accommodation for 202 children; a second storey was added 1900; by 1950 further accommodation was provided in a hut and in the parish hall. The school became aided 1953; accommodation 1961 9 classrooms. From the 1970s this became the Pope John XXIII Centre, a West Indian Chaplaincy when the new school building opened on Trinity Road.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Upper Thomas Street
 Yates Street Board School was opened for boys 1876 by Aston School Board in the Baptist Chapel; average attendance 1878 was 157. The school closed when Upper Thomas Street Board School was opened 1878 with accommodation for 1003 boys, girls and infants. The junior department opened 1885 accommodating 300; altered 1898, altered 1925 and the junior department closed. Tower Road Temporary Council School opened 1919 in Ellen Knox Memorial Hall for 160 infants; overcrowded and unsatisfactory; closed 1925 and children transferred to Upper Thomas Street. Reorganised 1930 senior boys, juniors and infants. The school was damaged by a German bomb 1940. The senior department became Upper Thomas Street Boys County Modern School 1945 with accommodation for 440; additional accommodation for 1 class in Aston Park Congregational Church 1950 and for 7 classes at the former Aston Hall Road Boys School; accommodation 1961 440. Accommodation for 2 primary classes 1952 in Ellen Knox Memorial Hall; accommodation 1961 17 classrooms. Aston Manor School replaced it 1969 with accommodation for 900 11-16 boys and girls.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Vicarage Road
 Vicarage Road Board School opened 1878 by Aston School Board with accommodation for 720 girls and infants; 1880 a new infant department was built with accommodation for 510 children and the old infant block used for boys; a new junior block opened 1894 to accommodate 311; enlarged 1920. 1922 the former Alfred Street School was repaired and used for part of the infant department. The school reorganised and was altered 1930 for senior girls, juniors and infants. The girls department became a separate school 1945 as Vicarage Road Girls County Modern School, renamed Manor Park County Modern School 1954, 440 on roll 1961. 1952 additional accommodation was provided for 4 primary classes at Lichfield Road Methodist Church, and for 1 class 1954; Alfred Street School was again used for 3 classes from 1954. 1961 10 classrooms. Manor Park Junior & Infant Schools opened 1972 in Church Lane to replace Vicarage Road Junior School and Manor Park Infants School in Sycamore Road which were then demolished, as well as taking children from Aston Hall Primary School which was also demolished at this time. The junior and infants school amalgamated and a nursery was built 1975.

@ @ @   B6 Aston Whitehead Road/ Prestbury Road
 Aston Higher Elementary Board Schools for boys and for girls designed by Crouch & Butler opened for 500 children 1900 by Aston School Board with fees at 6d a week and originally planned as part of Albert Road Higher Grade School and was sometimes known as Albert Road Higher Elementary School, closed 1915; reinstated by Birmingham LEA as Aston Commercial School with entry for boys and girls by examination at 13+. Additional accommodation was built 1939; the school became Holte Grammar & Commercial School 1960. Now part of Broadway School it is in English neo-baroque style with art nouveau decoration in buff terracotta, octagonal tower, master’s house with gargoyles, hall, railings and gate piers are Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B6 Aston Whitehouse Street/ Avenue Road
 St Mary’s Aston Brook Church School opened 1860 in leased premises in Park Lane. Average attendance by 1866 was 86. 1868 the girls’ and infants’ departments moved to a new building adjoining St Mary’s Church in Avenue Road consisting of a schoolroom and a classroom with accommodation for 209; 2 new schoolrooms were added 1872 and the boys department also moved to Avenue Road. A new infant block was built 1899 at the end of the playground facing onto Whitehouse Street with accommodation for 400, by which year the boys’ and girls’ departments had amalgamated. Reorganised for juniors and infants only 1949; accommodation 1961 7 classrooms.


@ @ @   B6 Aston/ New Town Row Elkington Street (south of Allesley Street junction, east side)
 Elkington Street Board School was opened by Birmingham School Board 1874 with accommodation for 780. The first ‘penny bank’ in a Birmingham board school was started here. 1931 altered and reorganised for juniors and infants and senior boys; science and practical rooms provided. Senior boys’ department closed 1937 and the science labs and practical rooms used by neighbouring schools, other rooms by the Art and Technical School from 1945. The school was known as Elkington County Primary School from 1954; in 1961 accommodation was 11 classrooms.


@ @ @   B6 Aston/ Witton Station Road/ Yew Tree Road (south-east corner of the junction)
 Station Road Temporary Board School opened 1893 in the Mission Room in Station Road with accommodation for 319 girls and infants; the temporary school closed when Aston School Board Station Road Board School opened 1894 with accommodation for c360. In 1901 new boys and girls departments were built with accommodation for 300 each; the old buildings were used for 495 infants. reorganised 1932 for juniors and infants only. Accommodation for 2 classes was provided in All Saints’ Mission Hall Witton. The school was renamed Yew Tree County Primary School 1954; 1961 accommodation 14 classrooms. New infants accommodation was built 1986, a nursery 1987.


@ @ @   B7 Duddeston Devon Street (east side)
 The Galton family home built 1758 in neo-classical style between Duddeston Mill Road and Saltley Viaduct was called Duddeston House, Dudson House or later confusingly Duddeston Hall. After the Galtons left 1838 the house was used as a lunatic asylum 1835-1865. St Matthew’s Branch School Cato Street opened for infants in one room of the hall 1868; the building was altered 1869 to accommodate 746 boys, girls and infants and a teacher’s house. The school was renamed St Anne’s National School c1870. HMI reported poor buildings and poor education 1894 and the Board of Education demanded building improvements 1912. The building was dangerous 1923, repaired by 1926; reorganised 1930 for 420 juniors and infants; became St Anne’s CofE Primary School 1951. Accommodation 1961 10 classrooms; closed and demolished 1971.


@ @ @   B7 Duddeston Windsor Street/ Forster Street (south side)
 Lower Windsor Street Board School opened 1874 by Birmingham School Board to accommodate 1034 boys, girls and infants; playground enlarged 1876; infants department enlarged 1884; workshop built 1893, enlarged 1911. Altered and reorganised 1928 for senior boys, juniors and infants; 1931 took over Windsor Street Temporary Council School which had opened 1921 in White Memorial Hall for c140 infants. 1939 reorganised for juniors and infants only; renamed Windsor County Primary School 1954; 1961 accommodation 11 classrooms.


@ @ @   B7 Duddeston/ Nechells Green Ashted Row (no longer there - it ran parallel to and north of Great Brook Street)
 St Vincent’s RC School opened 1884 with accommodation for 366 children; the infants were housed in a renovated building, the mixed department in a room that doubled as the Roman Catholic church on Ashted Row north-west of the present junction of Great Brook Street and Windsor Street. Altered 1887 for separate boys’ and girls’ departments; from 1887 the children were taught by the Sisters of the Charity of St Paul. The school was enlarged 1888. A very bad report was given on the premises by the Board of education 1912 and the school closed for repairs 1915 to reopen a year later. The Board of Education condemned the buildings 1925 and a new school building was opened in Vauxhall Grove 1931 with accommodation for 408 children; in 1961 there were 11 classrooms.


@ @ @   B7 Nechells Charles Arthur Street (no longer there; it ran between Walter Street and Rocky Lane, roughly Brough Close to Charles Drive)
Nechells Park Road Temporary Council School opened 1904 in the Wesleyan Sunday school for 250 children; closed 1911 when Charles Arthur Street Council School opened. It reopened 1917 for infants although the Board of Education thought the premises very unsatisfactory; closed 1925 when Nechells Council School in Eliot Street was enlarged. Charles Arthur Street Council School was built for 600 children; a science centre was provided 1913; it was reorganised 1930 for seniors only and became a secondary modern school 1945; renamed Nechells Park County Modern School 1954; number on roll 1961 was 310.


@ @ @   B7 Nechells Cromwell Street
 Cromwell Street Board School was opened by Birmingham School Board 1889 with accommodation for 1080 pupils. Reorganised 1930 for juniors and infants; junior and infant departments amalgamated 1941. The school was damaged by a German bomb during World War 2 and the building used as a civic restaurant until 1951. Accommodation 1961 was 11 classrooms. The school and caretaker’s house are Grade A Locally Listed.


@ @ @   B7 Nechells Dartmouth Middleway/ Lord Street
 St Matthew’s Branch School opened 1862 for infants in 2 rented rooms in Dartmouth Street; closed 1868 when St Laurence’s National School opened with accommodation for 241 infants. By 1905 there were 2 departments: infants and mixed. The school buildings were condemned by the Board of Education 1912 but reprieved on promises of repairs; finally closed 1938 by which time the school was known as St Laurence’s CofE School.


@ @ @   B7 Nechells Eliot Street
 Originally called Hutton Street Board School opened 1879 with accommodation for 1062 children, the school was renamed Nechells Board School 1897; enlarged 1898, 1925; altered and reorganised 1930 for seniors, juniors and infants. The senior department became a separate school 1945 as Nechells County Modern School, altered 1949; 370 on roll in 1961. Additional accommodation had to be provided for the primary school in the Presbyterian Church in Longacre 1954; accommodation 1961 was 18 classrooms. Nechells Primary School continue to use this fine Victorian gothic-style building with its red terracotta and square tower.


@ @ @   B7 Nechells High Park Street (east side)
 St Clement’s (Nechells) National School was established 1859 with accommodation for 475 children; a teacher’s house was attached. A girls’ department opened 1860 taught by the master’s wife; by 1865 there were infants’, girls’ and boys’ departments. Altered 1896; substantial improvements were demanded by the Board of Education 1912; accommodation for 100 girls provided in the mission hall 1913; playground enlarged 1914. Premises still unsatisfactory 1933; reorganised as senior mixed, junior and infant. The building was damaged by a German bomb 1940, repaired by 1950 when the school became a controlled church school, St Clements CofE Primary School. Additional accommodation was provided in the church hall 1952-1953; senior department closed 1953. In 1961 accommodation was 8 classrooms.


@ @ @   B7 Nechells Longacre
 St Joseph’s RC School opened 1868 with 2 classrooms one on the first floor; enlarged 1878; new boys’ department built 1896; infant department enlarged 1897, 1898. The school which had always been taught by the Sisters of the Charity of St Paul became an aided RC school 1953; 1961 accommodation 9 classrooms.


@ @ @   B7 Nechells Lord Street
 Lord Street Wesleyan School was in existence by 1850 with 100 girls in roll; gone by 1869.


@ @ @   B7 Nechells Green Dartmouth Middleway/ Lord Street
 Dartmouth Street Board School was opened 1876 by Birmingham School Board with accommodation for 1060. 1881 the School Board experimented with 7 am opening allowing mothers to leave children in the care of the caretaker’s wife until school started; children were collected as mothers returned home; attendance improved. 1906 a science laboratory was installed. The school was enlarged 1911; 1931 reorganised for senior girls, juniors and infants. The girls department closed 1937, junior departments closed 1941 and the infants the following year. The building became an annexe of Bloomsbury Girls County Modern School 1954.


@ @ @   B7 Nechells Green Heneage Street
 St James’ Ashted Church School opened after 1865; 1869 there were 216 children mostly under 10 with one teacher; closed by 1894.


@ @ @   B7 Nechells Green Henry Street now roughly Francis Street (Henry Street is no longer there - it ran from the north end of Barrack Street to Rupert Street)
 The Ashted Charity School later St James’ (Ashted) Church School opened 1828 in 2 rooms built with funds from the National Society, the first grant to a Birmingham school. In 1839 there were 200 children on roll; by 1833 boys only; 1838 80 boys on roll; by 1850 boys and girls on roll had an average attendance of 160. 1869 an infant department was started in a former working men’s reading room; by 1869 there were 3 schoolrooms and a classrooms and the school was organised as boys, girls and infants. In 1894 the Education Department refused to recognise the school because of the poor premises and the lack of a playground: it subsequently closed.


@ @ @   B7 Nechells Green Willis Street/ Heneage Street (north west of the junction, which is no longer there)
 Willis Street British School was in existence by 1865 a master and mistress; Willis Street is no longer there - it ran roughly along Duddeston Manor Road to Cromwell Street; the school was roughly on the site of the present St Matthew’s School. In 1869 as Heneage Street Baptist Church School there was a certificated master. 1872 average attendance was 153; closed as Heneage Street British School 1876.


@ @ @   B7 Nechells Green/ Bloomsbury Bloomsbury Street
 Bloomsbury Institution Day School with 150 children adjoined the church (St Catherine’s Church Scholefield Street? west of Bloomsbury Street) and applied for an annual government grant 1880; this was not given because Birmingham School Board already had plans for the area.


@ @ @   B7 Nechells Green/ Bloomsbury Lingard Street (no longer there though Lingard Close exists; it ran east of and parallel to Bloomsbury Street past Bloomsbury Library)
 Lingard Street Board school was the first newly-built school by Birmingham Board 1873 with accommodation for 1059 children; altered 1875, 1878, 1897, 1908, 1910, 1921, 1931. reorganised 1938 for juniors and infants only, the senior girls becoming a separate school, Bloomsbury Girls County Modern School 1945 with accommodation in the former Dartmouth Street Council School; 1961 440 on roll. Lingard Street School was renamed Bloomsbury County Primary School and in 1961 had 10 classrooms.


@ @ @   B7 Nechells Green/ Bloomsbury Loxton Street (now gone - it ran eastwards into Great Francis Street now Little Hall Road)
 Loxton Street Board School was opened by Birmingham School Board 1883 with accommodation for 1095 children; enlarged 1903; altered and reorganised 1930 for senior boys, juniors and infants. The senior boys department became a separate school 1945, renamed Loxton Boys County Modern School 1954 with 400 on roll 1961. The primary school took extra accommodation at Great Francis Street Co-operative Society rooms 1952; was renamed Loxton County Primary School 1954 and had 10 classrooms 1961.


@ @ @   B7 Nechells Green/ Duddeston Lupin Street (no longer there - it ran south of and parallel to Nechells Parkway at the rear of St Matthew’s Church)
 St Matthew’s National School opened 1841 with 3 schoolrooms and an average attendance of 337. The school was noted for teacher training, 11 by 1845. A new infants’ department and teacher’s house was built 1860; girls’ department enlarged 1880; boys’ department badly damaged by fire 1905; substantial improvements demanded by the Board of Education 1912. 1937 reorganised for juniors and infants only; became controlled, St Matthew’s CofE Primary School 1949; 1961 accommodation was 10 classrooms.


@ @ @   B7 Nechells Green/ Vauxhall Lawley Street Middleway
 Lawley Street Wesleyan School was in existence by 1850 with 100 boys on roll as well as infants; gone by 1860.


@ @ @   B8 Saltley/ Alum Rock Anthony Road/ Alum Rock Road
 Alum Rock Road Council School opened 1901 with space for 1110 pupils having classes of 50 rather than the usual 60. However, by 1915 it was the most over-crowded school in Birmingham and Nansen Road was built to cater for the extra numbers. The schools was reorganised 1931 for juniors and infants only; with falling numbers the junior and infant departments amalgamated 1939. The school was damaged by a German bomb 1940 and repaired by 1949. Extra rooms had to be provided in St Mary & St John’s Church hall 1953. The school was renamed Anthony Road County Primary 1954; Shaw Hill Primary School c1965; in 1961 there were 17 classrooms and an annexe.


@ @ @   B8 Saltley Alum Rock Road (opposite George Arthur Road)
 St Saviour’s (Saltley) Church School first opened 1870 in an 1849 with one classroom and one schoolroom for girls and infants only; rebuilt 1872; enlarged 1893, 1896, 1898. The Board of Education demanded substantial improvements in the premises 1912; infant department enlarged 1914. Reorganised 1933 for juniors and infants only; site extended 1951; additional accommodation was taken in the Parish Church hall in Ralph Road 1952. Accommodation 1961 was 7 classrooms.


@ @ @   B8 Saltley Arden Road/ Adderley Road
 Arden Road Board School opened 1879 by Aston School Board accommodating 362 girls and infants; boys’ accommodation was added c1882 and the school enlarged 1884, 1887, 1904. The boys’ department closed 1932; 1943 the school transferred to buildings in St Saviours Road and part of the Arden Road buildings were used by the Admiralty until 1947. The school moved back in 1947 and was renamed The Adderley Primary School 1954; in 1961 there were 6 classes.


@ @ @   B8 Saltley College Road/ Bridge Road
 The Worcester Diocesan Practising School 1853 was attached to the Worcester, Lichfield & Hereford Training College later Saltley College/ St Peter’s College which opened 1852. There were 2 schoolrooms with one master and 185 boys; a new schoolroom and classroom 1871 brought accommodation to 456. Altered and extended 1891, 1910, 1935; reorganised for senior boys only 1932. The school was badly damaged by a German bomb 1941 and closed.


@ @ @   B8 Saltley High Street
 ‘Saltley School’ was set up possibly in Saltley High Street by 1858 in a neo-classical building by Joseph Wright for the children of workers at his Saltley Carriage Works; it never received annual government grants and may well have continued until St Saviour’s School opened in Alum Rock Road 1870.


@ @ @   B8 Saltley Highfield Road/ Harts Road
 Highfield Road Board School was opened 1878 by Aston School Board with accommodation for 350 girls and infants, reorganised 1884 for boys, girls and infants, enlarged 1887; new block for 250 boys 1888. An annexe opened at the bottom of  St Saviours Rd 1888 – was this the bopys’ block? The school was again enlarged 1898 at which time there was accommodation for 780 boys and girls, 522 infants. Alum Rock Road Wesleyan schoolroom was used 1925-1931 to reduce classes being held in the school hall. Reorganised 1931-1935 for juniors and infants and the old infant block became a special school. The school closed 1941 and the building was used by the special school whose own block had been badly damaged by a German bomb. 1952 the special school moved to B33 Kitts Green Hallmoor Road, now Hallmoor Special School. Part of Highfield buildings was repaired and reopened 1952 for juniors and infants; accommodation 1961 14 classrooms.


@ @ @   B8 Ward End/ Washwood Heath Ingleton Road/ Ward End Road
 ‘Washwood School’ was established for poor children as a result of legacies of Joseph King and Robert King 1717; another school was established in Washwood Heath by Colonel Thomas Astbury c1815 for c60 children and supported by his legacy from 1820; from 1835 the King legacy was used to support Astbury’s school, presumably the schools were then one and the same. By this time there were only c12 pupils mostly fee-paying and the school was held in a rented house. By 1844 the school was known as Washwood National School, by c1860 Little Bromwich National School in St Margarets Avenue (east side, just north of St Margarets Road junction) which comprised a newly built/ newly enlarged? schoolroom for 65 children and a teacher’s house. Transferred to Aston School Board as Ward End Board School 1879; enlarged 1888; later known as Ward End Council School. Ingleton Road Council School opened 1931 by Birmingham Education Department for 532 children to replace it but the board school buildings continued in use as an annexe for c100 children. The new school was damaged by a German bomb 1941, repaired 1953; renamed Ward End County Primary School 1954; accommodation 1961 11 classrooms. The old school building was demolished 1964 to make way for a new vicarage. (See BIBLIOGRAPHY Jukes 1990 for extracts from the school log 1863-1919.)


@ @ @   B9 Bordesley Garrison Lane/ Witton Street/ Keer Court
 Garrison Lane Board School opened 1873 by Birmingham School Board with accommodation for 846 children; accommodation for a further 196 children was added 1878. Some of the larger rooms were subdivided 1912. The buildings were altered and reorganised 1921 for juniors and infants; closed 1941. The school reopened for infants only 1951, closed 1959. This and Steward Street School are the only 2 of the first 5 Birmingham Board schools of which the buildings survive. This is no longer a school; it is a Grade II Listed building.


@ @ @   B9 Bordesley/ Deritend Heath Mill Lane
 Heath Mill Lane School was a non-denominational infant school in existence after 1869 with average attendance of 140 children; closed 1883 with 357 on roll.


@ @ @   B9 Bordesley/ Small Heath
 Tilton Road Board School opened 1891 with accommodation for 1 070; enlarged 1906; practical rooms including cookery added 1912; reorganised 1929 for senior girls, juniors and infants. The senior department became Tilton Road County Modern School 1945 which had 400 on roll in 1961; older girls used a playground on the roof. Tilton Road County Primary School had 12 classrooms accommodation 1961. Closed c1975 and the girls transferred to the new Small Heath Comprehensive School in Muntz Street. The school buildings still stand and are Grade II Listed


@ @ @   B9 Bordesley Ada Road
 Ada Street Board School was opened 1885 by the Birmingham School Board with accommodation for 1025 children; a classroom was added 1900 and the building remodelled 1928 when the school was reorganised for senior boys, juniors and infants; the school was renamed Ada Road Council School c1935. The senior boys’ department became a separate school 1945, renamed St Andrews County Modern School 1954; 1961 number on roll 330; closed c1975 on the opening of Small Heath Comprehensive School Muntz Street. St Andrews County Primary School accommodation 1961 was 12 classrooms. The building was refurbished in the 1990s and is Locally Listed Grade B.


@ @ @   B9 Bordesley Watery Lane Middleway
 St Andrew’s National Infants School was opened 1846 by the church but the building was not finished until 1850 when accommodation was a schoolroom and classroom with accommodation for 200. In 1850 it was said that the school was entirely supported by the vicar; the school received annual grants from 1866; closed 1876.


@ @ @   B9 Bordesley/ Bordesley Green/ Small Heath Little Green Lane
 Little Green Lane Board School was opened 1878 by the Birmingham School Board with accommodation in 3 departments for 1313 infants, boys and girls; one of the first 3 woodwork centres in Birmingham was opened 1892. Altered 1903; altered and reorganised 1929 for senior boys, juniors and infants; senior boys department closed 1941. The buildings were hit by a German bomb 1941 and the school closed. Part of the building was used as a special school and the rest opened 1948 for juniors and infants; more classrooms repaired 1950 and the school divided into junior and infant departments; accommodation 1961 15 classrooms. By the late 1970s the school was known as Wyndcliffe Junior & Infant Schools the junior school moving into a new building at Cattell Road/ Arsenal Street. The infants school continues to use the original Victorian building which is an imposing example and good survival of gothic-style school architecture typical of its time and place.


@ @ @   B9 Bordesley/ Bordesley Green Little Green Lane
 St Andrew’s Bordesley National School opened c1862 in new buildings built with government and National Society help to accommodate 516 children; in 1889 the Education Department refused to pay the annual grant and the school closed.


@ @ @   B9 Deritend Allcock Street
 Allcock Street Board School was built for Birmingham School Board 1875 with accommodation for 1038 pupils. Birmingham’s first ever kindergarten teacher was appointed here and gave demonstration lessons. The building was altered 1877, 1898, reorganised 1931 for juniors and infants. As the population moved from the central areas numbers declined: the infant department closed 1936, juniors 1939, although the building continued to be used by from 1947 by St Anne’s RC School and St Michael’s RC County Modern School. Demolished.


@ @ @   B10 Bordesley Green/ Small Heath Marlborough Road/ 
 Yardley Road Board School opened 1898 by Birmingham School Board with accommodation for 1065 pupils, enlarged 1906 (Green Lane was formerly known as Yardley Road). Altered and reorganised 1931 for seniors and infants, renamed 1933 Marlborough Road; the senior department became a separate school 1945, Marlborough Road County Modern School with 490 on roll 1961. The primary school had 6 classrooms 1961.


@ @ @   B10 Small Heath Dixon Road
 Dixon Road Board School opened 1879 by the Birmingham School Board with accommodation for 977 children; enlarged 1894, 1911; altered and reorganised for juniors and infants 1931. Accommodation 1961 16 classrooms.


@ @ @   B10 Small Heath Jenkins Street
 Jenkins Street Board School was opened 1873 by Birmingham School Board with accommodation for 953 pupils; infant department enlarged 1874; 1879 provision was made for senior classes of higher grades; enlarged 1898, 1906. 1911-1912 extra accommodation was taken for 150 children at Small Heath Salvation Army Barracks and 1912-1913 at Jenkins Street Conference Hall pending the opening of St Benedicts Road Council School. improvements were made 1912; reorganised 1931 for senior boys and infants; infant department closed 1936. The school was virtually demolished by German bombs 1940 and subsequently housed at Jenkins Street Men’s Institute until it closed 1941. The practical block was repaired 1949 and used by Oakley Road County Primary School; the rest was repaired and enlarged 1950 and reopened 1953 for juniors and infants; renamed Goodwin County Primary School 1955 after a long-serving headmaster; extra accommodation in Small Heath Baptist Church. Accommodation 1961 10 classrooms.


@ @ @   B10 Small Heath Oakley Road
 Oakley Road Board School opened 1889 with accommodation for 1110 pupils; practical rooms were provided 1911; altered and reorganised 1931 for senior girls, juniors and infants. The senior girls’ department became mixed 1941 on the transfer of the boys from Jenkins Street Council School due to extensive bomb damage 1940 and became a separate school 1945, Oakley Road County Modern School, 1954 Oakley County Modern School; 480 on roll 1961. The primary school used the former Jenkins Street School to accommodate 3 classes 1949. 1954 renamed Oakley County Primary School 1955 accommodation 12 classrooms.


@ @ @   B10 Small Heath Somerville Road/ Muntz Street
 Birmingham School Board opened Somerville Road Board School 1894 with accommodation for 960 children; the infant department was enlarged 1901. Reorganised 1931 for juniors and infants only; additional accommodation was provided at Small Heath Congregational Church 1947 and at Coventry Road Methodist Church 1950. The school was renamed Somerville County Primary School 1954; accommodation 1961 was 16 classrooms.


@ @ @   B10 Small Heath Waverley Road
 Waverley Road Higher Grade Board School was opened by Birmingham School Board 1892 with accommodation for 555; the towered building by Martin & Chamberlain is in brick with terracotta dressings. It was reported 1895 to be the only Birmingham school with a commercial course and it specialised in industrial and commercial courses; 1899 average attendance was 465. Additional accommodation was provided in a nearby building from 1903; enlarged 1906. Renamed 1933 Waverley Council Secondary School, subsequently Waverley County Grammar School/ Waverley Grammar. The school moved into new premises in Hob Moor Road but the original buildings continued in use as the 6th Form of Small Heath School in Muntz Street. Grade II* Listed.


@ @ @   B11 Greet Warwick Road
 Bard Street Board School was opened by Yardley School Board 1890 in rented premises for 159 boys; it closed 1892 when Greet Board School was opened by Yardley School Board with accommodation for 1035 children. Additional accommodation was taken in the Friends Institute Warwick Road 1904-1910. Reorganised 1932 for juniors and infants. The school was damaged by a German bomb during World War 2 and repaired 1942, 1947. Tyseley Temporary County Primary School became an annexe of the school 1954. In 1961 there were 13 classrooms and a nursery.


@ @ @   B11 Sparkbrook Conway Road
 Conway Road Board School was opened by the Birmingham School Board 1900 with accommodation for 1040 pupils, the first Birmingham school to have a dedicated staff room. reorganised 1930/1932 for seniors girls, juniors and infants; and again 1934 for senior girls. A class was accommodated in Emmanuel Church hall Walford Road 1951-1954. The school was renamed Conway Girls County Modern School 1954; the number on roll 1961 was 540.


@ @ @   B11 Sparkbrook Montgomery Road
 Montgomery Street Board School was opened by Birmingham School Board 1879 to accommodate 1000 children, enlarged 1894, 1913; reorganised 1930 for juniors and infants only; closed 1941. The building was partially repaired to house English Martyrs RC School 1946 whose school had destroyed by a German bomb 1941. The school reopened 1947 for juniors and infants with extra accommodation for 2 classes in Stratford Road Baptist Sunday school. English Martyrs left 1949 freeing accommodation which was extensively repaired. The school was renamed Montgomery County Primary School 1950; accommodation 1955 was 13 classrooms.


@ @ @   B11 Sparkbrook Stratford Road
 Christ Church School Sparkbrook opened in a private house on the Stratford Road 1867, transferring to a borrowed saw-mill 1870 and to a new building opposite Farm Road 1871 accommodating 565 children. The buildings were improved 1915; the school became a controlled CofE school 1949 when it was reorganised for juniors and infants only. In 1955 there were 9 classrooms; the school transferred as Christ Church (Sparkbrook) CofE Primary to a new building 1958 in Claremont Road with 7 classrooms. Christ Church stands at B11 Sparkbrook Grantham Road.


@ @ @   B11 Sparkhill Stratford Road opposite Avondale Road/ Clarence Road
 Sparkhill Church School opened 1856 in a large house, which was enlarged 1860; by 1865 there were 2 schoolrooms with 1 schoolmistress. A new girls’ and infants’ department was built 1884 on the same site with 2 schoolrooms and 2 classrooms; total accommodation now 515. 1892 a new infant department was built to accommodate 133 and the former infant accommodation was used by the boys’ and girls’ departments. Enlarged 1901. The school was reorganised 1947 for juniors and infants only and subsequently enlarged; it became St John’s Aided CofE Primary School 1951; accommodation 1961 was 8 classrooms. 


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Mary Street
 Before Kings Norton School Board opened its first purpose-built school in Mary Street, it set up two temporary schools 1876: Balsall Heath Road Board School for 108 infants and 108 girls was held in the Congregational Church Sunday school (Longbridge Street now gone, rear of Bridge Croft); Knutsford Street Board School for 156 boys in the Wesleyan Chapel Sunday school rooms (on the site of the present Heath Mount School). Both closed when Mary Street Board School (Mary Street west side around Laxford Close) opened 1878 for 820 children. The school was enlarged 1883, altered and reorganised 1928-1933 for juniors and infants only; damaged by a German bomb 1940. Junior and infant departments amalgamated 1944 and the building was repaired and altered 1950. In 1955 there were 17 classrooms. The school was renamed Belgrave Primary School and closed 1970 when the new Heath Mount Primary School with 14 classrooms replaced it in Mary Street/ Knutsford Street. Number on roll 1999 310.


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Clifton Road/ Hertford Street
Clifton Road Board School was Kings Norton School Board’s second school to open 1878 accommodating 868 pupils; enlarged 1883, 1885, 1906; a handicraft centre was built 1910. The school was reorganised 1930 for senior boys, juniors and infants. From 1933-1936 the Wesleyan Methodist Hall in Lime Grove was rented for PE. The senior boys’ department closed 1939. In 1961 there were 16 classrooms. A new infant school was built c1980 in Brunswick Road (Ladypool Road) and the old infant building taken over by St Paul’s Community Project and Secondary School.


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Dennis Rd
 Dennis Road Board School opened by Birmingham School Board 1896 with accommodation 1020 children; enlarged 1906; laundry centre installed 1911. Reorganised 1939 for senior boys, juniors and infants with additional accommodation in Ladypool Road Congregational Church 1947, Moseley Road Congregational Church 1950, and in former Ladypool Road CofE School 1952. Accommodation 1961 11 classrooms. Now known as Anderton Park Primary School. The senior boys’ department became Dennis Road Boys County Modern School 1945; extra accommodation was provided in Runcorn Road Congregational Church 1954; number on roll 1961 400 boys. Now Anderton Park Primary School.


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Ladypool Road
 Sparkbrook National School/ sometimes St Paul’s School (sometimes Ladypool Lane School) opened 1857 in a new building accommodating 318 pupils and with a teacher’s house on Ladypool Road on the north-west corner at St Pauls Road; there was a schoolroom with a curtain dividing the boys’ and girls’ departments and a classroom. Renamed Ladypool Road CofE School 1905, the Board of Education considered the buildings inadequate 1912, alterations made 1915. The school was reorganised 1933 for 192 juniors and infants; closed 1938. the building was used from 1952 as an annexe to Dennis Road County Primary School.


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Moseley Road/ Lime Grove
 Moseley Road Art School 1899 by W H Bidlake in neo-classical style with arts&crafts details was built as the first local branch of the Central School of Art in Margaret Street; the junior art department opened for boys 1900 and for girls 1921. A second junior department for boys opened in Vittoria Street 1924 later amalgamating with the Moseley Road branch; 1945 the school left college control to become a secondary school as Moseley Road Art School; 1961 271 on roll. It closed c1980 and the building is now owned by the British Association of Muslims. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Sherbourne Road (east end, north side)
 Sherbourne Road Board School was the last school to be opened by Kings Norton School Board 1889 with boys’, girls’, junior mixed and infants’ departments; enlarged 1891 with accommodation then 1 462. The junior department closed 1897; a special school opened in the building 1903; a manual instruction centre opened 1906. 1930 reorganised for senior boys, juniors and infants; closed 1933. The building was subsequently used as a clinic and youth club and was not finally demolished until the late 1980s. 


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Tindal Street/ Cromer Road
 Tindal Street Board School opened 1880 with accommodation for 813 boys, girls and infants; enlarged 1883, 1902, 1906. Reorganised for senior girls, juniors and infants 1930. The buildings were badly damaged by a German bomb 1940; the children then went to Upper Highgate Street Council School half-time only Tindal reopened 1944 for juniors and infants only, although repairs were not fully complete until 1948. Moseley Road Congregational Church was used for additional accommodation 1950-1954. The site was enlarged 1952; accommodation 1961 was 12 classrooms.


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Vincent Street/ Vincent Close
 By 1846 a dame school for 25 children was being run in Balsall Heath under church control; St Paul’s National School opened 1857 in Vincent Street with accommodation for 657 children and a teacher’s house attached; the school was run by a master and his wife. 1869 average attendance was 322; attendance continued to be poor and when the Kings Norton School Board was created it would not enforce attendance because it had plans for school in Mary Street and Tindal Street. Boys’ and girls’ departments amalgamated 1894; reorganised 1937 for juniors and infants only; damaged by a German bomb 1940 and closed 1941, the children transferring to Mary Street School or Tindal Street School.


@ @ @   B12 Camp Hill Old Camp Hill
 Bordesley Charity School/ sometimes Bordesley & Deritend School was founded 1825; new premises were built 1831, location unknown. In 1837 there were 190 children on roll spending an average of 21 months in school; 1846 there were 108 on roll with a master and a mistress. 1854 the site was sold and a new school, Bordesley Trinity School was built on Trinity Terrace (leading to Bedford Road). 1886 the boys’ department transferred to Miles Street Mission Hall (Miles Street now gone was just west of Bordesley Park Road and the site now under Small Heath Highway).The Board of Education condemned the Trinity Terrace school building for girls and infants which was altered and repaired 1910. 1931 the school was reorganised for juniors and infants and the mission hall was vacated; in 1949 the school became a controlled CofE school; 1952 the mission hall was again in use. Accommodation 1961 5 classrooms. The school is now closed though the building remains.


@ @ @   B12 Camp Hill/ Highgate Lowe Street
 St Anne’s RC School opened 1849 by John Henry Newman and the Oratory of St Philip Neri in Alcester Street; it received government grants from 1851; by 1857 it was an industrial school or included one with 25 pupils; average attendance 1869 205. When St Anne’s new church building opened 1884 in Alcester Street/ Cheapside the school moved into the old church which had originally been a distillery with accommodation for up to 800 pupils. The Board of Education condemned the premises 1912, 1924. The school was damaged by a German bomb 1940 and the school was accommodated for a time in Moseley Road Council School; 1947 the juniors and infants of St Michael’s RC School moved into the repaired former Allcock Street Council School and became an annexe of St Anne’s. Accommodation was taken in St Anne’s men’s social club 1954 but the LEA declared the building dangerous and the school transferred to the former Floodgate Street Council School and to Reaside County Primary School until the new school opened in Lowe Street 1957. Accommodation 1961 7 classrooms.


@ @ @   B12 Deritend Chapel House Street
 St John’s (Deritend) Infant School opened 1833; by 1838 86 on roll with 2 teachers. By 1838 there was also a school of industry with 30 girls and 1 teacher held in rented premises; average time at school was 9 months. as St John’s National School new buildings were occupied 1847 with accommodation for 408 children; enlarged 1853; buildings condemned by the Board of Education 1924; the school reorganised for juniors and infants only 1931 and closed 1938.


@ @ @   B12 Highgate Angelina Street
 St Alban’s Church School was established 1866 adjoining the church which had opened the previous year as a mission of Holy Trinity on the south-west corner of Leopold Street/ Stanhope Street; there was one teacher, 2 assistants and c240 children under 10. 1871 divided into boys’, girls’ and infants’ departments; the boys and girls were south of the church, the infants west of it towards Dymoke Street. When the new church building opened in Conybere Street 1880-1881 the old mission was converted into a boys’ department, the former boys’ and girls’ department being taken over by the girls. When a new girls’ department to accommodate 300 was built on an adjoining site 1902 the infants took over the former girls’ block. The Board of Education demanded substantial improvements in the premises 1912: a new boys’ block was built over the former one, the old infant department was demolished to enlarge the playground 1915 and more improvement were made 1918. Reorganised 1933 for mixed seniors, juniors and infants. The senior department became a separate school 1945 with accommodation for 4 classes taken in former St David’s CofE School Macdonald Street from 1949; number on roll 1961 290. Primary and senior schools became aided 1952; primary accommodation was 11 classrooms 1961.


@ @ @   B12 Highgate Darwin Street
 Darwin Street Infant Church School opened 1872 in a mission hall with accommodation for 190 children; renamed c1903 St John’s Darwin Street CofE School; closed 1908 for economic reasons.


@ @ @   B12 Highgate Highgate Street (east end - now gone), it ran on from Frank Street junction 
 St Patrick’s School opened 1873 and was used on Sundays for church services as a mission of St Alban’s Church; enlarged 1880 to accommodate 375 children and renamed St Alban’s Branch Church School. In 1901 renamed St Patrick’s Bordesley CofE School; substantial improvements in the premises were demanded by the Board of Education 1925; 1933 the school was virtually rebuilt for juniors and infants. Accommodation 1961 6 classrooms.


@ @ @   B12 Highgate Moseley Road
 Moseley Road Board School was opened 1877 by the Birmingham School Board with accommodation for 995 children; it stood on the Moseley Road south of Chandos Road now a small walk-through on the southern edge of Highgate Park. The site was extended 1894 and a school for deaf children built on part of the site. Altered 1931 for juniors and infants only, some infant classes being accommodated at Upper Highgate Street Council School. Junior and infant departments united 1938; additional accommodation taken in the Friends’ Institute on the Moseley Road 1949-1952 and in a building on Sherbourne Road School site from 1953. Renamed Moseley Road County Primary School 1954; 12 classrooms accommodation 1955. Replaced by Chandos School c1970.


@ @ @   B12 Sparkbrook Stratford Road/ Ladypool Road
 Stratford Road Board School/ Stratford Road County Primary School now Ladypool Primary School opened 1885 designed by Martin & Chamberlain for Birmingham School Board for 981 pupils. The buildings are gothic style in red brick with terracotta dressings and timber-framed gables, a spired tower serves as a ventilation shaft; schoolmaster’s house at south-east corner. This is a very good example of a Victorian board school. Enlarged 1893 and 1898, reorganised 1936 as a junior and infant school only. Accommodation 1961 13 classrooms. Grade II* Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B13 Moseley School Road
 The Church of England school founded 1828 at Moseley was known as Moseley National School although not in union with the National Society. It was built on land leased for the purpose by lord of the manor James Taylor on the site of a large 18th-century 3-storey neo-classical house used for The Woodroughs School, a private school for boys which was demolished to make way for it. It had a 2 classrooms in a 2-storey building with a teacher’s house; by 1833 there were 150 children attending; enlarged 1888, 1894, 1917; Arthur Taylor sold the church school site cheaply to St. Mary's  1910. The school was reorganised 1948 for juniors and infants only. Accommodation was provided for 90 children in Moseley parish hall 1951; accommodation 1961 8 classrooms. The new building in Oxford Road replaced the old in 1969. The date panel of 1828 is preserved on the front of the Centre 13 building on the site in School Road.

@ @ @   B13 Moseley Woodbridge Road/ Church Road
 Sansome’s Boarding School was a private school which transferred from the Alcester Road to a purpose-built school set in three quarters of an acre; The building is L-shaped; No.47 Woodbridge Road was the schoolmaster’s house, Nos1-6 Church Road the school itself. Now residential and known as Woodbridge House. Grade II listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B13 Sparkhill/ Wake Green College Road/ Springfield Road
 College Road Board School was opened 1900 by the Yardley School Board with accommodation for 1130 pupils and a cookery centre; enlarged 1905; the hall was used 1932-1935 to accommodate 80 children. Reorganised 1934 into departments for seniors, juniors and infants, the seniors becoming a separate school 1945. In 1955 a new secondary school was built further up College Road. In 1961 College Road County Primary School had 20 classrooms, College Road County Modern School had 11 classrooms. Now Springfield Primary School, and Moseley School respectively. 


@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath High Street/ Institute Road
 Kings Heath Infant School was in existence by 1846 in one room with one mistress and 43 children. Kings Heath Infant National School was in union with the National Society from 1870 with whose financial help the building was enlarged. The children transferred to Kings Heath Board School opened by Kings Norton School Board 1878 in a building accommodating 493 children on Kings Heath High Street on the north side of the junction with Institute Road; 1885-1895 the juniors used the former infant building. The site was enlarged 1890 and a new junior block to accommodate 316 children opened 1895; 1900 enlarged for a further 420 places altered and reorganised 1915 and 1928-1930 for senior boys, juniors and infants; site again enlarged 1934. The school closed and children transferred to the new Wheelers Lane Council School 1939 with accommodation for 1128 senior boys, juniors and infants. Wheelers Lane senior department became Wheelers Lane Boys County Modern School 1945; additional accommodation 1950 taken in Kings Heath Baptist Church; number on roll 1961 461 boys. Wheelers Lane County Primary School had 18 classrooms 1961. The 1895 block on Kings Heath High Street reopened 1949 for juniors and infants, while the other larger block was repaired and reopened for juniors 1951. Accommodation 1961 16 classrooms. Kings Heath Junior School and Kings Heath Infant School have been rebuilt at Poplar Road/ Valentine Road and the High Street building demolished c 1990. The infant and junior schools amalgamated in 2003.


@ @ @   B14 Yardley Wood
 Yardley Wood Church School opened 1838 in a former meeting house then used as a church; 1846 number on roll 58 with a master and mistress. Enlarged 1857; received annual government grants from 1873; closed 1886-1889; transferred to Yardley School Board as Yardley Wood Temporary Board School. 1893 Yardley Wood Board School opened with accommodation for 251; enlarged 1921; 384 children were taught in temporary huts 1928; new senior mixed and junior departments were built 1929 accommodating 880 and the old building used for infants only. Site enlarged 1933 and a new senior girls block for 400 opened 1936; site enlarged 1938; the senior mixed block was used for senior boys only 1936. The senior departments became separate schools as Yardley Wood Boys County Modern School and Yardley Wood Girls County Modern School amalgamated as Yardley Wood County Modern School 1959; number on roll 1961 740. Yardley Wood County Primary School had 16 classroom 1961.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Ampton Road
 Edgbaston Parochial CofE School began as a Sunday and day school held in 2 rented rooms and run by a master and mistress. A new school was built 1847 by public subscription; by 1880 there were 207 children on roll; enlarged 1892. The girls’ department closed 1910, boys’ 1934. The building was used by St James Edgbaston CofE School until 1940.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Bristol Road/ Edgbaston Park Road
 King Edward VI Grammar School is a foundation much earlier than Victorian; the Guild Hall of the Holy Cross became King Edward VI Grammar School at the dissolution of the chantries 1545 and stood on the south side of B2 New Street half way between High Street/ Worcester Street and Stephenson Street. It was a large timber-framed building, demolished 1707 and replaced by a neo-classical building which in turn was demolished 1830 and replaced by a neo-gothic perpendicular building by Charles Barry architect of the Houses of Parliament. This too was demolished 1940 when the school moved to B15 Bristol Road/ Edgbaston Park Road; the new buildings were designed by Holland W Hobbiss in neo-Georgian style with Tudor references in doors and windows. The upper corridor linking the school and library of Barry’s building was removed, rebuilt and renovated as the new school chapel (Grade II Listed. BSMR) around which other buildings are loosely grouped in quadrangle style. A bust of Edward VI and chimneypiece 1747 by Peter Scheemakers have been replaced here. King Edward VI High School for Girls was also built by Hobbiss at the same time in red brick and slate with neo-classical influences; swimming pool 1964.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Calthorpe Road opposite Westbourne Road
Edgbaston Church of England College for Girls was established by Dr Gore future Bishop of Birmingham amongst others in a large neo-classical Georgian house which still stands among a great many extensions. The school is fee-paying and co-educational from 1999.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston formerly Gough Road, now roughly Woodview Drive/ Springbank Road junction
 St James’ (Edgbaston) Church School opened 1861 with accommodation for 309 and a teacher’s house; at first there was a mistress only but by 1865 a master also. Enlarged 1869; organised into boys’, girls’ and infants’ departments by 1869; altered 1895; substantial improvements demanded by the Board of Education 1912. The school was damaged by a German bomb 1941 and closed. The building was subsequently used by St Luke’s CofE School whose own school was badly damaged by a German bomb and closed.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Lee Crescent
 Crowley’s Charity School was set up by a trust administering Anne Crowley’s will 1733; 10 children were to be taught to read by a poor woman appointed by the trustees to be paid £5 a year. In 1827 10 girls were being taught to read, sew and knit in the mistress’s house. Crowley’s Orphanage founded 1869 in Lee Crescent absorbed the trust and school.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Prichatts Road?
 ‘Edgbaston’ RC School was founded c1725 by the Franciscan Fathers on the site of the Deaf & Dumb Institute with 20-30 boys many of whom were destined for the order. The Masshouse in Prichatts Road was the school chapel and also used by the handful of local Roman Catholics and by those from Birmingham. The school moved to Baddesley Clinton c1790 and closed 1829. 


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Calthorpe Road?
 Edgbaston Girls School was founded 1807 and supported by public subscription and had 1 teacher and 22 girls; although teaching CofE beliefs it was not attached to any particular church.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston/ Five Ways Tennant Street
 Birmingham and Edgbaston British School for girls was a non-conformist school founded 1817, had one teacher and 73 children 1837, was known as an Industrial School from 1852. The school closed 1873 and proceeds of the sale of the building 1877 were invested to provide exhibitions in Birmingham schools.


@ @ @   B15 Five Ways/ Lee Bank Bexhill Grove (formerly Piggott Street)
 B16 Ruston Street Wesleyan School/ Islington Wesleyan School was in existence by 1846 for girls; infants used the ground floor; 186 children on roll. No school is recorded under the local Wesleyan committee by 1860. Islington Wesleyan School opened 1866 in a converted chapel in St Martins Street accommodating c361 children in 2 rooms with a master and mistress. By 1880 there was accommodation for 718; enlarged 1894; renamed Birmingham Wesleyan School 1903. The school transferred as Islington Council School to Birmingham County Borough Council 1922; reorganised 1932 for juniors and infants. 1939 the building was taken over by the Petroleum Board and the juniors moved to share Islington Senior Council School in Piggott Street (now Bexhill Grove). When the senior school closed 1946 Islington County Primary School took over the building; accommodation 1961 9 classrooms.
Piggott Street Temporary Council School opened 1920 with accommodation for 280 children in the former Bath Row Grammar School building (Bath Row/ Granville Street, north-west corner); the new building opened 1926 with accommodation for 400 pupils; renamed Islington 1928. Part of the building was used from 1939 by Islington Senior Council School which closed 1946; the primary school took over the whole building.


@ @ @   B15 Five Ways/ Lee Bank Communication Row
 Islington Infant School was a non-denominational school for under-7s opened 1827 by Birmingham Infant Society; a teacher’s house was attached to the school; 140 on roll 1828. There were financial problems and disagreements over sectarian religious teaching and the school closed 1836, repaired and reopened with a new mistress as Edgbaston Infant School. Closed 1850 by the Infant Society though it continued to be run by the mistress as a private school.


@ @ @   B15 Lee Bank Granville Street/ Bath Row
 St Thomas’s National School opened opposite the church c1831 with 2 teachers and c200 boys and girls; by 1841 there were also 60 infants, and overcrowding. Altered 1850, 1871; enlarged 1892, 1894 with accommodation for 1 220, then the largest church school in the town. Buildings improved after Board of Education criticisms 1895; enlarged 1901; new buildings 1907 with accommodation now 1 420; further new buildings 1917 for the senior department which became separate 1945. In 1961 St Thomas’s CofE Primary School had 15 classrooms; St Thomas’s Secondary Modern School had 680 on roll.


@ @ @   B16 Edgbaston/ Ladywood Beaufort Road/ Plough and Harrow Road
 St George’s (Edgbaston) School opened 1854 with a schoolroom and teacher’s house; there were c165 pupils mainly girls and infants with one schoolmistress. 1872 a boys’ department opened at the opposite end of the playground. Fees of 2d-4d (pence) were kept until 1903 at the parents’ request to maintain its position as a better class school. Minor improvements demanded by the Board of Education 1912 were made 1914. The school reorganised 1925, 1931 for juniors and infants only; became aided 1952; accommodation 1961 7 classrooms. The present St George CE Primary School has a ceramic relief sculpture by Jeffrey Salter 1970 on the wall facing the playground; it is an abstract design and takes the form of a cross with a central disc.


@ @ @   B16 Edgbaston/ Ladywood Monument Road/ Reservoir Road
 William Nichol’s boys boarding school was in existence 1874 in an adapted Georgian-style house which still stands.


@ @ @   B16 Edgbaston/ Ladywood Oliver Road
 The Oratory Roman Catholic School opened 1856 in a new building with 2 classrooms, one each for boys and girls in Hyde Road - Hyde Road ran parallel to and north of Oliver Road; the site was just west of the present one. New buildings were completed 1868 and the school reorganised in 2 departments: boys and girls/ infants; average attendance was 66. Enlarged 1874; a new mixed department opened in a temporary building and then in a new department above the infants 1882; by 1889 average attendance was 495. A new boys’ department opened in the former buildings of St Philip’s Grammar School in Oliver Road 1924 and the old boys’ department was demolished; boys’ department enlarged 1934. 1947 the school reorganised for senior mixed, juniors and infants. Became an aided school 1952; number on roll 1961 330. The girls were taught by nuns: School Sisters of Notre Dame c1874-1882, Sisters of the Holy Child Jesus 1882-1886, Sisters of Mercy 1886-19118, Sisters of the Charity of St Vincent de Paul since 1919, who were teaching in the primary school 1961.


@ @ @   B16 Edgbaston/ Ladywood Vernon Road
 By 1854 a training school for school mistresses was attached to St Paul’s Convent in B4 Whittall Street; by 1892 the Roman Catholic schools had set up a central pupil-teacher training centre at St Chad’s Church, Shadwell Street held evenings and Saturdays. 1901 this transferred to a converted factory in Whittall Street as St Paul’s Pupil-Teacher Centre for Girls run by Sisters of the Charity of St Paul; there were 62 on roll of whom two thirds were boarders. (St Chad’s Convent was a late 18th-century building on the corner of St Mary’s Row and survived until the late 1960s.) 1908 this became St Paul’s High School for Girls & the Roman Catholic Pupils-Teacher Centre in new premises in Vernon Road; some pupils continued to board but no longer under the auspices of the school. Enlarged 1925, 1930, 1955. By 1961 the school was St Paul’s RC Girls Grammar School with 600 on roll.


@ @ @   B16 Ladywood Coplow Street (opposite Blyton Close)
 St John’s Infants Church School was built 1862 with state aid to accommodate 163 children; from 1870 the school was known as St John’s CofE School, in 1884 St Catharine’s School/ St Catherine’s School, in 1885 Christ Church (Summerfield) Church School; by 1900 there was a girls and an infants department. The school closed 1924.

@ @ @   B16 Ladywood Johnstone Street (no longer there - it ran north-west from half-way along St Vincent Street West)
 St John’s (Ladywood) National School was opened 1857 in Johnstone Street on the corner of St Mary Street which is no longer there but was roughly between Rodney Close and Guild Close. There were 3 rooms for boys, girls and infants and a teacher’s house; enlarged 1861. The St John's Schools re-opened on St. Vincent Street/ Gilby Road in 1872; average attendance 1869 was 571, 1899 839. The Board of Education demanded improvements in the building 1912; playground enlarged 1918; the Board of Education demanded improvements in the building 1924; infant department on the east end of St Mary Street remodelled 1927; girls’ department altered 1933. The school was reorganised for juniors and infants only 1903; became a controlled CofE school 1949; additional accommodation was taken up in St John’s parish hall 1952. Accommodation 1961 9 classrooms. (See BIBLIOGRAPHY Price 1987 for photograph of the school with its pointed gothic windows.)


@ @ @   B16 Ladywood Osler Street/ Shire Close
 Osler Street Board School opened 1875 by Birmingham School Board accommodating 1055 children, enlarged 1910, enlarged and rebuilt 1927. 1945 the senior boys’ and girls’ departments became separate schools as Osler Street Boys’ County Modern and Osler Street Girls County Modern; 3 boys’ classes took place at Ladywood Methodist Church 1949, the girls’ school had additional timber classrooms built on the roof 1953; schools renamed Follett Osler County Modern Schools 1954; 1961 360 boys, 340 girls on roll. The primary school used additional accommodation at Summerhill Methodist Church 1951; in 1961 there were 11 classrooms accommodation. The primary school closed 1970, the secondary school c1972, though it was used until at least 1978 as an annexe of Ladywood Comprehensive School opened 1972 to replace it and other small local secondary schools. (See BIBLIOGRAPHY Price 1987 for photograph of this 2-storey school with its pointed gothic windows and square tower.)
The street was named after Abraham Follett Osler, meteorologist and horologist who gave Big Brum, the Art Gallery clock to the city 1885.


@ @ @   B16 Ladywood Ryland Street (north side, west of Grosvenor Street West)
 Christ Church Infants School was opened 1848 in a new building with one room accommodating 196 children and a teacher’s house. Children over 7 were not admitted but girls were allowed to stay on over that age because there was no other girls’ school nearby. Renamed St Barnabas’ Infants School 1861; a classroom was added 1866; from 1880 became the infant department of St Barnabas’ National School which opened 1862 opposite the church with 2 schoolrooms and 2 classrooms; playground enlarged 1868; building enlarged and teacher’s house built 1869. 1880 accommodation for infants and juniors was 862. The Board of Education demanded substantial building improvements 1912, 1924. The school was reorganised for only juniors in the 1861 building and infants in the 1849 building; the school became controlled 1950; accommodation 1961 6 classrooms.


@ @ @   B16 Rotton Park Barford Road opposite Gillott Road
 Barford Road Board School opened 1887 by Birmingham School Board for 1180 infants, juniors, senior boys and senior girls. The school was reorganised as senior boys and infants 1932; the boys department became Barford Road Boys County Modern School 1945 and in 1961 had 285 on roll. The buildings were damaged by German bombs 1940. In 1960 the school was organised as a junior and infant school, Barford Road County Primary School with 6 classrooms.


@ @ @   B16 Rotton Park City Road/ Wimbourne Road
 City Road Board School was opened 1895 by Birmingham School Board with accommodation for 1040 pupils, enlarged 1914, reorganised 1932 and 1935 for senior girls and infants. 1945 the senior girls’ department became a separate school, City Road Girls County Modern School with 280 on roll 1961. The junior and infant school had 3 extra huts 1951 and a class in the girls’ school 1954. In 1955 there were 6 classrooms; in 1960 City Road Primary School was reorganised for juniors and infants.


@ @ @   B17 Harborne High Street/ York Street
 Harborne Public School opened after 1850, was known from c1865 as Harborne British School, and on transfer to Harborne School Board 1872 was known as York Street Board School or Harborne Board School. In 1862 there was a schoolroom and master’s house; all children were taught in one class by one schoolmaster. Average attendance 1869 was 133; by 1880 there was accommodation for 257 children.
Harborne Heath Road Board School was built 1881 for Harborne School Board by Martin & Chamberlain in red brick and terracotta in gothic style. The new building was renamed High Street Board School from 1883 when Heath Road became Harborne High Street. From 1902 it took girls and infants only. Board of Education criticism of the premises caused the closure of the infant department 1912 and their transfer to Station Road School. Alterations were made for the girls-only school 1913. Following further alterations 1931 the school reopened for juniors only; Accommodation was insufficient by 1952 and some classes were held at South Street Methodist Church Hall and Station Road Board School. Closed after 1961; now the Clock Tower, an adult education centre; the first bay was the Master’s House, the main entrance is under the clock tower. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Old Church Road/ Old Church Avenue
 St Peter’s Church of England J&I School originally Harborne Endowed School was of Georgian foundation before 1757 on the corner of High Street/ Station Road. In 1822 40 children were taught free by the schoolmaster who lived on-site; his wife taught the girls sewing and knitting. The school was rebuilt 1837 on the present site with two classrooms and a master’s house in red brick with stone dressings funded by National Society finance and government grant (The old building was subsequently used as a house, a shop, the village police station and was still standing 1994). Another classroom was added 1848 doubling the accommodation; further alterations 1852 and enlargement 1872, 1903, 1912; one class was held in the vicarage 1937-1947 and subsequently at Elmley Lodge. From 1952 it became an infant and junior school. The school has thus been much altered over the years but part of it including the former Master’s House are Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Vivian Road
 St Mary’s RC School opened 1871 in a room built at the rear of the Roman Catholic chapel building (former Methodist chapel) on the High Street; the school took over the whole building 1874 with 2 schoolrooms for infants and mixed, the church having moved to Harborne Lodge Conservatory. Average attendance 1881 was 45. HMI condemned the building 1892; the new school with two classrooms opened 1895 to the left of and adjoining the church (site of the present Parish Centre) with accommodation for 109 girls and infants. It was reorganised 1912 for mixed and infants; Two infant classrooms and the lower playground were added to the school 1936, now the site of the Priory car park; reorganised for juniors and infants only 1949. The school became an aided RC school 1953 and new school block was built 1953-1955; accommodation 1961 was 6 classrooms. Three new classrooms and other accommodation opened 1963. When the parish centre was built 1990 on the site of the original 1895 classrooms, the foundation stone was placed in the entrance of the present school building. 


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Station Rd
 Station Road Board School was opened 1902 by Birmingham School Board with accommodation for 336 boys and a schoolteacher’s house; practical training centres were opened 1906. Court Oak Road Temporary Council School for infants opened 1911 in the Primitive Methodist mission room pending the enlargement of Station Road Council School; average attendance was 74; closed 1913. Station Road was enlarged to accommodate 500 infants 1912 and the infants department at High Street Council School closed. Enlarged 1928, reorganised 1931 for senior boys and girls and infants. The senior department became a separate school 1945 as Station Road County Modern School with 8 classrooms. Closed 1957 and the schoolrooms used by High Street County Primary School. In 1955 Station Road County Primary School had 7 classrooms.


@ @ @   B17 High Street/ Vivian Road
 St John the Baptist National School later St John’s CofE School opened 1862 with a teacher’s house; 1880 304 on roll; enlarged c1883; closed 1917 probably because of the poor state of repair of the buildings; these were subsequently used as the church hall and the site for the rebuilding of St John the Baptist Church 1960.


@ @ @   B18 Hockley Icknield Street/ Heaton Street
 Icknield Street Board School 1883 was built for Birmingham School Board by Martin & Chamberlain for 880 children in red brick with tiled roof and a 3-stage slated spire topped with decorative ironwork. It was enlarged 1886 and 1894; it became a boys’ secondary school 1940 being renamed Icknield Boys County Modern School 1954. Closed after 1961 and disused at present. Grade II* Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B18 Hockley Park Road
 All Saints Nineveh Infants School also known as Gib Heath Charity School opened 1830 for c90 children; by 1846 the school united with the National Society at which time there were 83 children with one schoolmistress; closed 1886.


@ @ @   B18 Hockley Pitsford Street
 All Saints District Undenominational School opened 1870 with a grant from the Birmingham Educational Society and transferred to the Birmingham School Board 1875 as Brookfields Temporary Board School with accommodation for 456 children. 1877 the site was enlarged and new buildings were added as Brookfields Board School accommodating 992 children. Alterations 1879, 1889, 1913; reorganised 1930 and 1933 infants, junior boys, junior girls, the latter 2 departments amalgamating 1938. The school building was destroyed by German bombs 1940; the infant department closed, the juniors went to Camden Street Council School until 1943; the school was rebuilt 1949; in 1961 there were 7 classrooms. 


@ @ @   B18 Hockley Spencer Street/ Warstone Lane 
 In 1832 a Sunday school was built in the garden of St Paul’s vicarage in Spencer Street; St Paul’s CofE School was built 1846 with 3 schoolrooms accommodating 773 and a teacher’s house attached; the school was run by a master, 2 mistresses and an assistant. Enlarged 1897; reorganised 1912 for girls and infants, the boys transferring to St Paul’s in Camden Drive which closed 1939 when the boys returned. This building though in poor condition still survives on the corner of Legge Lane. Reorganised 1950 for juniors and infants only, became a CofE aided school 1952; accommodation 1961 6 classrooms. Closed 1968. 
St Paul’s National School opened in Camden Drive 1869 with 1 schoolroom and 1 classroom and accommodation for 333 infants under 1 mistress; 1895 enlarged and reorganised for girls and infants; reorganised 1912 for boys only, girls and infants transferring to St Paul’s Spencer Street; closed 1939 the boys transferring to Spencer Street.


@ @ @   B18 Hockley/ Winson Green All Saints Street/ Lodge Road
 All Saints CofE Sunday School was in existence 1837 but with no permanent accommodation; it developed into All Saints National School with a new building adjoining All Saints churchyard 1843 with accommodation for over 600 children in 3 rooms; this still stands. The Board of Education condemned the buildings 1925 and a new block was built and the parish hall was also taken into use. By 1945 the main building was again unsatisfactory and the church hall again in use. In 1961 there were 9 classrooms. All Saints Church was demolished 1966.


@ @ @   B18 Spring Hill Steward Street
 Steward Street Board School was opened by the Birmingham School Board 1873 with accommodation for 1 036 boys, girls and infants. Fees were halved to 1d a week 1889 at which time nearly half the children were taught free and almost all the rest were in arrears. 1914 an experimental open-air classroom was built in the playground. 1931 reorganised for senior boys, juniors and infants; boys’ department closed 1943 although the practical rooms continued to be used by neighbouring secondary schools; accommodation 1961 was 13 classrooms. The school closed 1969 and the building is now used commercially. Note the encaustic tiles above the door in the entrance arch. This and Garrison Lane are the only 2 of the first 5 Birmingham Board School of which the buildings survive.


@ @ @   B18 Winson Green Benson Road/ Allens Road
 Soho Road Board School/ renamed Benson Road Board School 1895/ Benson Primary School from 1954, opened 1888 by Birmingham School Board for 962 children. It was the first Birmingham Board school to have a class for 17 children with severe special needs 1894. It is in red brick with terracotta dressing in Victorian gothic school style with large pointed-arch windows and a central spire. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B18 Winson Green Dudley Road (west of Hooper Street)
 St Patrick’s RC School probably founded in Coplow Street opened 1883 in a new building with 2 schoolrooms and classrooms with accommodation for 240 taught by one mistress. Enlarged 1892, altered and enlarged 1922, 1954; accommodation 1961 11 classrooms.


@ @ @   B18 Winson Green Dudley Road/ Winson Green Road (north-west corner of the junction)
 Dudley Road Board School was opened 1878 by the Birmingham School Board with accommodation for 1 184 boys, girls and infants. One of Birmingham’s first woodwork centres opened here 1892; school enlarged 1906; handicraft centre built 1912. Reorganised 1932 for junior boys, junior girls and infants; infant department closed 1940; girls’ and boys’ departments amalgamated 1942. Additional accommodation was provided 1952 in St Cuthbert’s Church hall for 2 classes. The school was renamed Summerfield County Primary School 1954; reorganised for juniors and infants 1960 with 14 classrooms. The school moved to a new building in Heath Street/ Cuthbert Road after 1978 and the old building became Summerfield Community Centre. Grade II Listed building.


@ @ @   B18 Winson Green Foundry Road
 Foundry Road Board School opened 1883 by Birmingham School Board with accommodation for 1002, enlarged 1894, 1908, reorganised 1930 for junior mixed and infants. Additional accommodation was provided in Winson Green Congregational Church. Accommodation 1961 15 classrooms.


@ @ @   B18 Winson Green Handsworth New Road
 Handsworth New Road Board School 1901 by H Buckland & E Haywood-Farmer for Birmingham School Board to accommodate 1100 children. This was Buckland’s first major commission which he won by competition; he succeeded Martin & Chamberlain as Birmingham Education Department architect. The school was enlarged 1908, and reorganised 1930 as separate secondary modern schools for boys and girls. Closed as a school 1990 and disused at present. School and caretaker’s house are Grade II Listed buildings. BSMR


@ @ @   B18 Winson Green Heath Street
 All Saints’ Protestant School/ All Saints’ National School was established c1863; known from 1872 as St Cuthbert’s School when it united with St Cuthbert’s School Winson Street which had opened 1870 in a former mechanics’ institute financed with government and National Society aid to accommodate 358. Winson Street became the boys’ and infants’ departments, Heath Street the girls’ department. Closed 1878.


@ @ @   B18 Winson Green Norton Street/ Coveley Green
 Norton Street Board School opened 1876 with accommodation for 972 children; reorganised 1930 for juniors and infants only; closed 1932, the children transferred to Benson Road Council School and the site built up with council housing.


@ @ @   B19 Birchfield Wilson Road
 Birchfield Church School opened in Finch Road 1869 with 1 teacher; number on roll by 1879 was 224. A building in Wilson Road was adapted 1895 to take a new mixed department, the infants remaining in Finch Road; total number on roll 499. Renamed 1902 Trinity CofE School, renamed 1913 Holy Trinity CofE School. The infant building closed 1930 and the Wilson Road school reorganised for juniors and infants. The school became aided 1953; accommodation 1961 5 classrooms. Holy Trinity CofE Primary School is now at B20 Handsworth Havelock Road. Holy Trinity Church stands at B6/ B20 Birchfield Birchfield Road/ Trinity Road.


@ @ @   B19 Hockley Smith Street (east side, south of Hockley Street)
 Smith Street Board School was opened 1876 by Birmingham School Board with accommodation for 950 in boys’, girls’ and infants’ departments. The first kindergarten mistress appointed by the Birmingham Board 1877 gave demonstration lessons here and at Allcock Street Board School. Enlarged 1878; reorganised 1931 for juniors and infants only; accommodation 1961 11 classrooms.


@ @ @   B19 Hockley Unett Street/ Hockley Street
 Unett Street Temporary Board School/ Unett Street Board School opened February 1873 in Unett Street Chapel, closed July 1873; reopened 1874, closed June 1876; reopened July 1876 as Unett Street Half-Time School with accommodation for 368; closed 1880.


@ @ @   B19 Hockley/ Newtown Great Russell Street (now gone - it ran between Great Hampton Row and Hospital Street)
 St George’s Infant School was opened 1823 in St George’s Sunday School with a mistress trained at Birmingham Central Infant School, c120 on roll; precise location unknown but within a quarter mile of the church at Great Russell Street/ Tower Street. Closed by 1850. St George’s Branch Infant School in Hospital Street was open by 1865 with average attendance 151 in 1869; when it closed 1878 places were not made available at St George’s National School in Great Russell Street because the children’s families would be too poor to afford the fees which were 1 penny a week. St George’s Mission Church Branch Infant School opened in Smith Street after 1865 with average attendance in 1869 of 135; closed 1878 and the infant department at St George’s National School in Great Russell Street was enlarged to cater for children transferring. St George’s Infant National School Farm Street/ Burbury Street (south west of the junction) opened 1849 with a schoolroom and classroom to accommodate 202 and a teacher’s house. 1856 renamed St Matthias’ Infant National School after St Matthias’ Church opened the previous year; renamed St Saviour’s National School 1870 after the church on Villa Street/ Old Bridge Street; closed 1874. St George’s National School opened adjacent to St George’s Church Great Russell Street/ Tower Street (north-west corner) with accommodation for 600; in its first year 800 children enrolled but there were never more than 90 on roll at any time; average time spent at the school was 3 months. 1842 2 new school rooms and a teacher’s house were built next to the original school which they replaced. By 1846 there were 210 children on roll with a master and mistress; enlarged 1863, 1871, 1878; accommodation by 1880 was 1175. The premises were condemned by the Board of Education 1912; altered and reorganised 1933; reorganised for juniors and infants only 1949; accommodation 1955 13 classrooms. In 1960 St George’s CofE Primary School moved to new buildings in Hospital Street/ St George’s Street with 17 classrooms.


@ @ @   B19 Lozells Anglesey Street
 Anglesey Street Board School opened 1894 by Aston School Board for c400 infants; practical instruction centres built 1916; reorganised 1933 for juniors and infants. Extra accommodation was provided in the Friends Hall in Farm Street 1952. The school was renamed Anglesey Primary School 1954; in 1961 there were 7 classes.


@ @ @   B19 Lozells Brougham Street/ Wills Street
 St Mary’s RC School opened for girls and infants in Brougham Street near St Mary’s Covent 1850 with help from the Catholic Poor Schools Committee; average attendance was 80 children taught by the Sisters of Mercy. A boys’ department opened in a new building with one schoolroom in Wills Street 1859. By 1880 accommodation was 534; boys’ school enlarged 1890, girls’ and infants’ departments enlarged 1894. St Silas’ Mission Church Hall was used as additional accommodation from 1949 as were 2 rooms in the convent; further accommodation was taken in St Francis’ Mission Hall 1950. Became an aided RC school 1953; 1954 a new hall was built as the first part of a school rebuilding. Accommodation 1961 21 classrooms.


@ @ @   B19 Lozells Burbury Street/ Farm Street (south west of the junction)
 Burbury Street Board School opened 1891 by Birmingham School Board with accommodation for 992 children; a manual instruction centre was installed 1911. The school was altered and reorganised 1930, 1932 for seniors and infants; 1941 the senior department closed and the school reorganised for juniors and infants. In 1954 the school was renamed Harry Lucas Primary School and had 15 classrooms. The primary school closed 1958 and reopened as Harry Lucas County Modern Secondary School; number on roll 1961 230.


@ @ @   B19 Lozells Church Street
 St Silas’ National School was opened 1852; by 1880 there was accommodation for 367 children; the Board of Education condemned the building 1912: the only playground was the churchyard. The school was reorganised for juniors and infants only 1932; 2 classes were accommodated in the Bonner Memorial Hall 1950; accommodation 1961 6 classrooms.


@ @ @   B19 Lozells Gower Street
 Gower Street School was opened 1862 in a temporary building but moved into permanent premises the same year. In 1870 there was one teacher and average attendance was 123 pupils; by 1876 there were also infants in a separate room. In 1876 transferred to Aston School Board as Gower Street Board School; overcrowded by 1877, enlarged 1878, new block added 1879; accommodation 1880 1128. The Site was enlarged 1886 and a new junior and infant block opened with accommodation for 256 children; girls department enlarged 1889 bringing accommodation to 1355. Improvements in premises made 1912. In 1931 the school was reorganised for senior boys, juniors and infants. The infant department closed 1938, the junior block was destroyed by a German bomb 1940 and the juniors subsequently housed at the former Alma Street School until 1945 when the department closed and the children transferred to Cowper Street Council School. The senior boys’ department became a separate school 1945 taking over the repaired junior block 1948, 1954 as Gower Street Boys County Modern School. 1961 460 on roll. After closure the last building of Gower Street School (1931/ 1954) on Lozells Road was used as an annexe of the new Holte Comprehensive School on Wheeler Street.


@ @ @   B19 Lozells Lozells Street
 Lozells Street Board School was opened 1882 by the Aston School Board with accommodation for 1015 pupils; a junior block for 320 children was built 1886. 1915 the junior department closed and became the senior boys department, the boys’ block becoming the infant department; 1931 reorganised for senior girls, juniors and infants. The girls department became a separate school 1945, renamed Lozells Girls County Modern School 1954; accommodation at Lozells Street Methodist Mission used 1947, temporary huts on a separate site 1949, 1954; 370 on roll 1961. The primary school buildings were endangered by land subsidence and replaced with lighter ones 1949; additional accommodation at Lozells Street Methodist Mission 1949; renamed Lozells County Primary School 1954; accommodation 11 classrooms 1961.


@ @ @   B19 Lozells Wheeler Street/ Farm Street
 St Matthias’ National School opened 1858 to accommodate 455 children and had an adjoining teacher’s house; new infant department opened 1865 for 93 children. The school was enlarged 1871, 1897; the Board of Education demanded substantial improvements in the building 1912; alterations 1924. The school was reorganised for juniors and infants only 1936; became a CofE controlled school 1949; 1 class was accommodated in St Matthias’ Mission Hall 1952; the site of the demolished St Matthias’ Church was used as a school playground. Accommodation 1961 8 classrooms.


@ @ @   B19 Newtown Alma Street
 Alma Street Board School opened by Aston School Board 1878 with accommodation for 1023 children; enlarged 1888, 1898; buildings improved at Board of Education insistence 1912. The junior department transferred to Gower Street Council School 1938, Gower Street infants transferred to Alma Street. The school closed 1941 and the lower floor of one block used as a civic restaurant until 1951; the upper floors used by Burlington Street Council School; the single block used as a day nursery and craft centre. Gower Street Council School junior department used this building until 1945. The main building reopened 1952 as a temporary primary school; in 1961 there were 12 classrooms.


@ @ @   B19 Newtown Farm Street (south-west of the junction with Burbury Street)
 Farm Street Board School opened 1873 by the Birmingham School Board to accommodate 1055 children, enlarged 1904, improved 1912. The infant department closed 1933; the school closed 1941. 1942-1953 the buildings were used as a civic restaurant; 1947-1949 part was used by Dorrington Primary School. Farm Street reopened 1949 as a junior and infant school; 1961 14 classrooms.


@ @ @   B19 Newtown Hospital Street 
 St Chad’s RC School was originally founded 1809 as a Sunday school in the master’s house in B3 Livery Street; a schoolroom to accommodate 95 children was built 1814 in Shadwell Street at St Chad’s Church, precursor of the present RC cathedral. A first-floor room was added 1816 to accommodate 148 and separate boys’ and girls’ departments were established; opened as a day school 1823. By 1835 the school was overcrowded and 103 boys were refused admission; enlarged 1836 to accommodate 40 more boys; rebuilt 1839. Boys’ attendance c1850 was poor because boys were recruited early for work in the gun quarter. In 1853 there were girls’, boys’ and infants’ departments; additional girls’ and infants’ accommodation opened over the church sacristy in Bath Street 1871. The Shadwell Street infant department closed 1883 and the whole of the Shadwell Street building used for boys; the Bath Street building closed and a new building adjoining it in Shadwell Street opened to accommodate 800 girls and infants. The Board of Education condemned the boys’ department 1906 and it closed 1912 transferring the former girls’ and infants’ department with accommodation for 318 boys; the girls and infants transferred to a new building in B19 Brearley Street accommodating 650. The school became aided 1953 when it reorganised for mixed seniors and infants in Brearley Street and juniors in Shadwell Street. accommodation 1961 was 20 classrooms.


@ @ @   B19 Newtown New Town Row 
 St Stephen’s National School was established 1846 north of the church on the corner of St Stephen’s Street with 3 schoolrooms accommodating 770 children and an adjoining teacher’s house. Closed 1889.


@ @ @   B19 Newtown Newtown Row/ Cowper Street (now gone - it ran parallel to and south of Milton Street)
 Cowper Street Board School boys’ and girls’ departments were opened 1885 by Birmingham School Board, 1886 for infants; total accommodation 1 010. It was the last board school opened in the area and had the poorest children: 56% were admitted without paying fees and most of the rest did not pay the 1d a week fee anyway. Altered 1901, 1924; reorganised 1931 for juniors and infants only; renamed William Cowper County Primary School 1954; accommodation 1961 13 classrooms.


@ @ @   B19 Newtown Summer Lane
 New Jerusalem British School/ New Jerusalem Free school opened 1833 in New Church Street (now the west end of New Summer Street and was taught by the chapel minister with 180 boys on roll 1837; received annual government grants from 1852. By 1865 there were boys’ and girls’ departments. 1874 the boys’ department transferred to Birmingham School Board as Summer Lane Temporary Board School; this school and the girls’ department moved to the New Jerusalem schoolrooms 1875 as Summer Lane Temporary Board School 1875. Summer Lane Board School opened in permanent buildings 1877 with accommodation for 1 302 children; new mixed department opened 1880 accommodating 300 children in 5 classrooms (the only school built on the classroom plan prior to this was Hope Street School). 1888 the first cookery centres were built here and at Upper Highgate Street School, and one of Birmingham’s first woodwork centres opened 1892. Reorganised for boys, girls and infants 1931; infants’ department closed 1936; boys’ and girls’ amalgamated 1940; Summer Lane County Modern School number on roll 1961 560.


@ @ @   B19 Newtown Villa Street/ Old Bridge Street
 Aston Villa Temporary Board School opened 1876 with accommodation for 256, closed c1880 when Villa Street Board School opened with accommodation for 394.


@ @ @   B19 Newtown Row New Summer Street
 St Nicholas’ Church School for infants was in existence by 1869 with c90 on roll; closed after 18711. St Nicholas’ Church stood in Lower Tower Street opposite Ward Street.


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Church Hill Road/ Hamstead Road.
 Handsworth National School was built next to and north of St Mary’s Church by Handsworth Bridge Trust 1812, and united with the National Society 1816. The trustees provided boys with a set of clothes every 2 years, girls every year. By 1846 there were 2 schoolrooms and a master, mistress and assistant master and c200 children on roll. From 1869 the school was known as Old Handsworth National School. 1883 a new boys’ department was built in Church Hill Road bringing total accommodation to 489; reorganised 1892 with infants in the old building and mixed girls and boys in the new; reorganised 1931 for juniors and infants only. 2 classes had to be accommodated in Hutton Road Mission 1953. Known as St Mary’s CofE Primary School accommodation 1961 4 classrooms.


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Grove Lane
 Handsworth Grammar School was originally set up as a middle school 1862 by Handsworth Bridge Trust who had accumulated more capital from investments and tolls than they could spend on bridge maintenance. The Bridge Trust School had a hall and three classrooms for 59 pupils; it was at first intended to take boarders but this never happened. It became a grammar school in 1890. In 1906 it became a pupil-teacher centre; by 1914 there were 7 classes and two more in the hall; enlarged 1929, 1951. Architect George Bidlake of Wolverhampton designed the gothic single-storeyed front part of the school with its entrance, clock and bell turret which are listed Grade II; there are many modern additions. BSMR


@ @ @   B21 Handsworth Boulton Road
 Boulton Road Undenominational School opened 1884 accommodating 796 children; in 1892 the school transferred to Handsworth School Board as Boulton Road Board School; altered 1893, 1902, 1907. Westbourne Road Temporary Council School had been opened 1913 in the United Methodist Sunday School rooms with 146 children and closed 1915 with the opening of Boulton Road’s new infant department. 1930 the school was reorganised as a junior and infant department and senior boys department, the latter closing 1939. The school was known as Boulton County Primary School from 1954; there were 14 classrooms 1961.


@ @ @   B21 Handsworth Brewery Street (opposite the junction with Payton Road)
 St James’ Handsworth National School opened 1843 in 2 rooms; by 1846 there was a master and a mistress with 110 children on roll. Enlarged 1873, 1888; substantial improvements demanded by the Board of Education 1924; altered and reorganised for juniors and infants only 1930; became a controlled school 1949; 1961 accommodation was 6 classrooms.


@ @ @   B21 Handsworth Rookery Road/ Laurel Road
 Rookery Road Board School for infants was initially opened by Handsworth School Board in the Good Shepherd Mission Sunday School Oxhill Road (now St Andrew’s) 1898. In 1899 the new building opened with room for 1060 children built on the site of an old farm (See BIBLIOGRAPHY Drake 1998). Enlarged 1906, 1908, 1912. Altered 1930 so that the secondary department became a separate school, which was reorganised for boys only 1947, reorganised as a mixed school 1958 and renamed William Murdock County Modern School. In 1949 2 classes took place in Rookery Road Methodist Church. The junior & infant schools amalgamated 1957. The school and caretaker’s house are in red brick with terracotta dressings. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B21 Handsworth Thornhill Road/ Soho Road
 St Michael’s National School opened 1862 for boys only in a room of the former Soho Manufactory in Factory Road; the new school building opened late 1862 with accommodation for 236 children; enlarged 1870, 1882, 1895. The boys’ and girls’ departments amalgamated 1896. In 1912 and 1924 the Board of Education demanded substantial building improvements. Altered and reorganised for juniors and infants only 1932; became St Michael’s CofE Controlled School 1948. 1950 90 children were accommodated in Handsworth Congregational Church. accommodation 1961 6 classrooms.


@ @ @   B21 Handsworth Wattville Road
 Wattville Street Board School was opened 1895 by Handsworth School Board with accommodation for 1 056 children; a new junior department for 540 opened 1900; enlarged 1908; the Board of Education demanded substantial improvements 1912. The school was renamed Wattville Road Board School; reorganised 1930 for seniors, juniors and infants. The senior department became a separate school, Wattville Road County Modern School 1945, renamed Wattville County Modern School 1954; number on roll 1961 280. By 1951 the infant department was using 2 former senior classrooms; the junior and infant school became known as Wattville County Primary School 1954; accommodation 1961 14 classrooms.


@ @ @   B23 Erdington High Street
 Erdington National School opened 1813 with c120 on roll; enlarged c1824 for double the number. In 1846 there were 3 classrooms with a teacher in charge of each: boys, girls and infants. Reorganised 1935 for 310 juniors and infants; became an aided school 1952; accommodation 1961 7 classrooms. As St Barnabas Junior & Infant School it now stands at B24 Birches Green Spring Lane.


@ @ @   B23 Erdington Sutton Road (opposite Orchard Road)
 The Abbey RC Primary School dates form 1842 when Erdington RC School with one schoolmistress in one room catered for c100 children; the school was run c1856 by Sisters of the Charity of St Paul and c1865 by the Sisters of Mercy. It was enlarged 1894, the numbers doubled and classes were taught by Dominican nuns. New infant buildings were built 1910 and 1940; by 1948 classes had to be accommodated in huts. The school was divided into primary and secondary modern 1949 and new classrooms replaced the huts 1952. The school was renamed the Abbey Primary School 1954; in 1961 there were 6 classes.


@ @ @   B23 Erdington
 Erdington British School opened c1839 in a ground-floor room accommodating 159 children built with state aid with a chapel upstairs. 1870 it transferred to Aston School Board as Erdington Temporary Board School with 231 on roll. Closed 1885 as Erdington Board School in Osborne Road opened with accommodation for 470 children. Enlarged 1898 and reorganised for boys, girls and infants; renamed Osborne Road Council School 1903. The junior department was held from 1904 in the Congregational Church schoolroom and later in Erdington Wesleyan schoolroom; closed 1909 as Moor End Council School opened. Accommodation was also taken at Erdington Technical School 1924 and again at the Congregational schoolroom 1929-1931. All temporary accommodation was given up 1931 when Tedbury Crescent Council School opened now Court Farm Primary School and Osborne was reorganised for juniors and infants. Accommodation 1961 13 classrooms.


@ @ @   B24 Erdington Chester Road/ Orphanage Road
 Sir Josiah Mason’s Orphanage School opened 3 classrooms in the Orphanage 1868; enlarged 1874 to accommodate a total of 350 boys, girls and infants. 1922 became a public elementary school; reorganised 1947 for juniors and infants only; transferred to Birmingham Education Department 1950 as Chester Road County Primary School, renamed Yenton County Primary School 1952. A new junior block opened 1954; accommodation 1961 22 classrooms.


@ @ @   B25 Yardley Church Road
 Yardley Old Grammar School/ Yardley Grammar School/ Yardley Trust School/ Yardley Charity Estates School/ Yardley Free School in St Edburgha’s churchyard was formerly the 15th-century church house rebuilt 1512 as a 2-storey timber-framed building; the use of it by a school is first mentioned in a deed of 1575. In 1766 the Yardley Trust paid for a schoolmaster who was to be unmarried, given a rent-free house and teach the children of Yardley for free. By 1819 c40 children attended in summer, nearly double in winter; the master began to refuse children who could not read and girls who did not pay fees. From then on the school was for boys only. In 1846 there was one schoolroom and 69 boys on roll; enlarged 1894; by 1904 there were 2 schoolrooms and 2 classrooms one on each floor. the school building was condemned by the Board of Education 1908 and closed 1909 replaced by Worcestershire County Council with Church Road Council School. Nos.422-424 to the rear are the late-19th-century schoolmaster’s house. Although Yardley churchyard was cleared of gravestones 1959, one remaining is in the south-east corner that of schoolmaster James Chell. BSMR


@ @ @   B25 Yardley Church Road/ School Lane
 Yardley Church School was built as a Sunday school 1836; a teacher’s house was built 1845 by which time the school had become a day school; annual government grants received from 1872; by 1899 was in one department for girls and infants. Closed 1908 and the children transferred to Church Road Council School. The old school building still stands and is Grade II Listed. BSMR.


@ @ @   B25 Yardley Church Road/ Vicarage Road
 Yardley Vicarage School opened 1828 supported by the vicar and friends; 1833 there were 18 boys, 45 girls on roll. The new vicarage 1960 replaced the earlier building though the coach house and a cedar of Lebanon survive.


@ @ @   B25/ B10 Hay Mills The Fordrough/ Coventry Road
 By 1873 there was a school for the children of workers of the Webster & Horsfall wire mill; this is probably the same school that became St Cyprian’s Church School which was in existence by 1877, supported by Mr Horsfall, accommodating c74 children; the small brick building with its simple pointed gothic windows still stands. The school transferred to Yardley School Board 1892 and closed when Redhill Board School opened the same year. Also closed that year was B11/ B27 Tyseley/ Acocks Green Rushall Lane Board School (now Rushey Lane). This was opened 1858 in Acocks Green Congregational chapel but was a non-denominational school; the infants had a small schoolroom, juniors used the chapel itself. The school closed 1884 with c100 children on roll. It was reopened 1891 with one teacher for girls and infants as Rushall Lane Board School by Yardley School Board who repaired the buildings. B25 Hay Mills Redhill Road/ Francis Road - Redhill Board School opened 1892 with accommodation for 540 children; new infant department built 1894 accommodating 428. The school reorganised 1931 for juniors and infants; accommodation 1961 13 classrooms.


@ @ @   B26 Sheldon Church Road
 The first schoolmaster of Sheldon Free School was Thomas Smallbrooke, who died 1716. The next two, Samuel Butler 1717-1766) and John Field 1767-1816, spanned the next century. During the early years there were c50 pupils, boys and girls.  Half came from the neighbouring parish of Bickenhill. The original schoolhouse adjoined the chancel of the church to the north. It was a two-storeyed building with an upper room for girls while the boys were taught downstairs. In 1730 Lord Digby gave funds to support the education of the poor children of Sheldon. In 1833 all children who applied were accepted but there was disquiet about the attention they received; in that year there were 30 children from Sheldon and 10 more from the adjoining parish of Bickenhill.

The school building of Sheldon School/ Sheldon Old School at the rear of Nos.151-153 Church Road is 18th-century in appearance though an inscription reads Gift of Edward Earl of Digby 1852.’ Grade II Listed. BSMR. In 1858 the trustees ordered the demolition of this building, six years after the present Old School had been built. The school became certified efficient 1895, and a public elementary school 1920. By 1932 the school was overcrowded due to housing developments and reorganised for juniors and infants only, 1936 for infants only, other children were taken to Oldknow Road and Starbank Road schools. Closed 1937 when Stanville Road Council School opened and the children transferred; the building was used as an annexe of Stanville 1938-1939 and from 1948.


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green Stratford Road/ Petersfield Road
 The master of a new school in Hall Green, Hall Green School was left 20 shillings a year in 1721 by Joseph Fox; this is probably the same school known by 1819 as Hall Green Yardley Charity School or Cole Bank School which took free c40 children sent by the trustees. The master could accept 4 paying boarders; a playground and garden were rented for the school. In 1881 average attendance was 26 pupils. The building stood at Stratford Road/ School Road junction next to the Horse Shoes public house, a plain Georgian building in domestic style with a later extension which had gothic windows. This school closed 1898 though the building continued until 1910 as a private school, later a shop and a garage until its demolition in the 1970s. The children transferred to Hall Green Board School. Hall Green National School was in existence by 1833 with 30 girls on roll; the rented building had one schoolroom and was thoroughly repaired 1877. 1890 it transferred to the Yardley School Board as Hall Green Temporary Board School and closed 1893 when Hall Green Board School opened with a teacher’s house and accommodation for 240 girls and infants. Enlarged 1925-1929, enlarged 1930 and reorganised for juniors and infants, the seniors going to Pitmaston secondary Modern. 1961 accommodation 17 classrooms.


@ @ @   B29 Selly Oak Bristol Road/ Selly Oak High Street
 Selly Oak National School opened 1860 with accommodation for 252 children and a teacher’s house attached.; average attendance 1869 was 154.; enlarged 1872. The mixed department spilt into boys and girls 1882; when St Mary’s Bournbrook National School opened 1885 in Hubert Road with a schoolroom and a classroom the girls’ department transferred there and Selly Oak became the boys’ and infants department. From 1898 the schools were called Selly Oak and Bournbrook Schools. Selly Oak School was used from 1898 for junior girls and infants and another department opened that year in Dawlish Road for 545 senior girls; Bournbrook was used as the boys’ department. Accommodation for 200 boys was taken at Bournbrook Technical Institute 1901-1903. Selly Oak was damaged by gales 1908 and the premises condemned by the Board of Education 1912. The schools separated 1914: Selly Oak School became St Mary’s CofE School; Bournbrook in Hubert Road, and the Dawlish Road school became St Wulstan’s CofE School. St Mary’s Selly Oak took additional accommodation in the People’s Hall Oak Tree Lane 1946; reorganised 1952 as a junior and infant aided school; accommodation 1961 5 classrooms. Due to falling rolls St Wulstan’s boys’ department in Hubert Road closed 1937, the girls’ and infants’ departments in Dawlish Road closed 1939 and the buildings sold as a warehouse. In 1952 the premises were bought back and used as an annexe to Tiverton Road County Primary School.


@ @ @   B29 Selly Park Elmdon Road
 St Paul’s RC School was open by 1874 in a new building with one schoolroom and 1 classroom and the children taught by the Sisters of the Charity of St Paul; moved to new buildings 1895 accommodating 157 and renamed St Edward’s RC School. A new infant room was built 1897 to accommodate 120; altered and enlarged 1909. The Board of Education demanded substantial improvements in the building 1912; reorganised for juniors and infants only 1953; became an aided school 1954; accommodation 1961 was 7 classrooms.


@ @ @   B29 Selly Hill Warwards Lane
 Ten Acres Church School opened 1874 with one schoolroom to accommodate 125 children under one mistress; in 1875 average attendance was 34. 1884 the school was renamed Selly Hill Church School but it was also referred to as St Stephen’s Church School or Dogpool National School. Enlarged 1885, 1898 with accommodation 440 children, enlarged 1914; reorganised for juniors and infants only 1927. The school closed as Selly Hill CofE School due to falling numbers 1941. The buildings were used by Selly Park County Primary School 1951-1954, from 1954 by Raddlebarn Lane Boys County Modern School.


@ @ @   B30 Cotteridge Breedon Road/ Shirley Road
 Cotteridge Board School was opened 1900 by Kings Norton School Board with accommodation for 615 children. A new infant department opened 1911 and the school reorganised for boys, girls and infants; reorganised 1931 for senior girls, juniors and infants. In 1945 the senior girls’ department became a separate school, Cotteridge Girls County Modern School which had 160 on roll in 1961. In 1961 Cotteridge Primary School had 8 classrooms.


@ @ @   B30 Stirchley Pershore Road/ Charlotte Road
 Strutley Street Branch National School/ Stirchley Street National School first opened c1860; Stirchley Street was a district name for the area around Hazelwell Street. A house was rented by the church for c100 children; a new building opened 1863 with accommodation for 132, which was also used as a church. Government grants stopped 1877 because the school was taught by an uncertificated teacher. The school was replaced by Kings Norton School Board with Stirchley Street Board School on the Pershore Road 1879 with accommodation for 215 children and a teacher’s house attached. Enlarged 1883-1885, 1893, 1896; reorganised for boys, girls and infants 1896; accommodation for boys and girls was taken in Stirchley Street Wesleyan Chapel 1899, 1903-1911. A new infant block opened 1911 with accommodation for 400; the former infant department was used for mixed juniors. 1920 a science centre opened. Reorganised 1930 for senior boys, juniors and infants. the boys department became Stirchley Boys County Modern School with 8 classrooms; closed 1959. The junior and infant school accommodated 2 classes in Stirchley Street Methodist schoolrooms 1949. The site was enlarged 1951; school renamed Stirchley County Primary School 1954; accommodation 1961 8 classrooms. Locally Listed Grade B.


@ @ @   B32 Bartley Green Jiggins Lane/ Adams Hill
 In 1832 the trustees of Northfield Charity School (St Laurence) which had been established c1758 paid for a schoolmistress to teach children at Bartley Green; 6 girls were taught free, others were paying pupils. The hamlet of Bartley Green was located at Jiggins Lane/ Adams Hill; the school was presumably in a house nearby. This school probably closed c1844 as Bartley Green National School opened. The National school started life as a Sunday school 1840 becoming a Bartley Green CofE day school c1844 with c50 pupils taught by one untrained mistress. Children were prepared here to go on to Northfield Charity School. The school was rebuilt and enlarged 1871 with accommodation for 165 children; in 1884 the infants moved to a new school with room for 100 children north of St Michael’s Church, Field Lane. The school was reorganised for juniors and infants only 1931, infants only 1951, and the building closed 1954 when the new St Michael’s CofE Primary School opened in Nantmel Grove 1954.


@ @ @   B32 Bartley Green
 Woodgate British School opened 1891 in Woodgate Primitive Methodist chapel for non-conformists who did not want their children to attend Bartley Green CofE school. Extensive alterations were made 1893 to qualify for government grants. The school transferred to Kings Norton & Northfield Urban District Council 1906 becoming Woodgate Council School. The inadequate building closed as a school 1914 replaced by Bartley Green Council School with accommodation for 160 children. This was reorganised as a senior school 1931 and the site enlarged 1937. In 1951 the school was reorganised as a junior school with extra accommodation provided at Woodgate Methodist Church schoolrooms 1952. In 1953 the school closed and the children transferred to the new Woodgate County Primary School which had 14 classrooms in Lutley Grove.


@ @ @   B32 Quinton Hagley Road West/ Quinton Expressway
 Quinton National School was founded 1842 with accommodation for 108 children; in 1846 there were 2 classrooms and a teacher’s house; enlarged 1850, 1864, 1871, 1890; altered and reorganised 1936 for juniors and infants only. Additional accommodation was taken in the parish hall from 1937 and in the Methodist church hall 1954. The school became Quinton CofE Controlled Primary School 1949; accommodation 1961 7 classrooms.


@ @ @   B33 Stechford Albert Road/ Richmond Road
 Stechford Infants School was opened 1894 by Yardley School Board in All Saints’ Sunday School Albert Road; average attendance 1895 was 42. The new school was built at Five Ways Stechford 1896 for mixed and infants; enlarged 1906; site enlarged 1920; reorganised 1928 for juniors and infants only. accommodation was provided for 1 class in All Saints’ Sunday School 1952. Accommodation 1961 11 classrooms.


@ @ @   B38 Kings Norton The Green/ Back Road
 Kings Norton Old Grammar School/ Kings Norton Grammar School is an early 15th-century timber-framed building possibly the priest’s house for St Nicholas’ Church or guild hall. The ground floor was rebuilt on stone plinths in brick in the 16th century and is therefore more recent than the first floor. The school was probably founded by Edward III 1344, is mentioned in Edward VI’s 1549 survey of colleges and chantries and closed 1875. The school building was given to St Nicholas’ Church 1914 and restored 1951. Scheduled Ancient Monument and Grade II* Listed. BSMR. (See BIBLIOGRAPHY Goodger 1990.)

Kings Norton Village Temporary Board School opened 1876 with c60 boys on roll in the former workhouse (Union Buildings on The Green south side near Rednal Road junction - demolished c1940). It transferred to the new Kings Norton Village Board School 1878 (See below).


@ @ @   B38/ B14 Kings Norton Pershore Road South/ Wharf Road
 Except for the boys’ grammar school (Kings Norton Old Grammar School) there had been only Sunday schools at Kings Norton in 1846; by 1862 Kings Norton Church School for girls was in existence; average attendance 1865 was 49 girls, 1876 83. The school transferred to Kings Norton School Board 1875. By 1877 average attendance was 103. The school transferred to the new Kings Norton Village Board School 1878 which was built to accommodate 453 boys and girls and had a teacher’s house attached; enlarged 1882; new mixed department built 1902 to accommodate 540 children; altered and handicraft centre built 1926; reorganised for juniors and infants only 1939. The school buildings were used by the civil defence 1939-1945 and the classes were housed at other local schools. Accommodation 1961 16 classrooms. The Kings Norton School Board Offices were built adjacent to the schoolmaster’s house 1901.


@ @ @   B42/ B44 Perry Barr
 Perry Barr Church Schools: A National school was in existence in Perry Barr 1842; 1846 a school, probably the same one, is described as a CofE school with 73 children and an infant school with 40 on roll. It was reported 1847 that the schools were supported by the Honourable F Gough. In 1873 there were said to be 3 church schools in Perry Barr supported by the Calthorpe family: 
- Christ Church National School Aldridge Road aka. Perry Barr Boys Church School founded 1874 with 100 children on roll 1880, in 1883 303 infants as well as boys. The school transferred to Handsworth School Board 1894 who closed it 1895 on the opening of Birchfield Road Board School with accommodation for 660 children.
- Oscott Church School was another Perry Barr Church School; it received annual government grants from 1879; in 1884 it was known as The Honourable A C G Calthorpe’s Oscott School and had 100 children taught by a master and mistress. Closed 1900.
- The third school was Perry Barr Girls Church School in School Lane Old Oscott which received annual government grants from 1877 and closed 1897 due to falling numbers.


@ @ @   B44 Old Oscott Old Oscott Hill
 Maryvale Roman Catholic Orphanage opened 1851 with one schoolroom; as Maryvale Industrial School it is known to have received state grants 1856-1862. A new infant school accommodating 85 children opened 1895. Some two thirds of the children came from the orphanage. In 1882 the school was being run by the Sisters of Mercy and received annual government grants; accommodation 133. The school building was altered 1915; additional classes were provided in the adjacent RC club 1932, 1937, 1939. Maryvale RC School became aided 1950; two extra classrooms were built 1953; 1961 accommodation 10 classrooms.


@ @ @   B45 Rubery/ Rednal Bristol Road South/ Belton Grove
 Rubery Temporary Board School was opened by Kings Norton School Board 1879 in Rubery Congregational Chapel schoolroom Cock Hill Lane for 57 pupils. It transferred to Rubery Board School which opened 1883 with accommodation for 153; enlarged 1899. By 1935 only 2 classes were held in the permanent building, the other 12 being held in temporary huts. A new block for juniors and infants opened 1940, the assembly block of the senior department opened 1947, with more permanent buildings 1949 when the senior department became a separate school as Colmers Farm County Modern School, buildings completed 1950, practical block 1954, number on roll 1961 was 790. The primary school was renamed after the farm opposite as Colmers Farm County Primary School 1949; accommodation in 1961 was 22 classrooms. The caretaker’s cottage remains of the earlier buildings.


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Church Road
 Northfield Charity School was founded from a legacy left by Dr William Worth 1742 and established c1758; additional legacies were added by T L Soley and Thomas Lloyd by 1832. The school was held in the church vestry until 1820 when the school and Sunday school hired a room. By 1832 the school included 12 poor boys who were taught free; by 1836 there were 6 girls were on roll. A Sunday school was 1837; a teacher’s house added 1844; a new day school, Northfield National School, opened 1845 and absorbed the charity school; average attendance 81. The school received annual grants from 1872 by which time there were 2 classrooms with the teacher’s house in-between. Infant school enlarged 1890; a new girls’ school was built 1898 on a new site and the old mixed school used for boys only. A classroom was added 1904. The Board of Education demanded improvements to the playground 1912; 1925-1927 the parish hall was used for 1 class, then replaced by 2 classrooms in huts. Reorganised for juniors and infants only 11939; became CofE aided 1952; additional accommodation was taken at Northfield Institute 1953. The school was renamed St Laurence’s CofE Primary School 1954; accommodation 1961 13 classrooms. Buildings of the former school are now Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B32/ B62 Quinton College Road/ Spies Lane
 Darlaston preacher William Stringer introduced Primitive Methodism into Quinton c1820. Services were initially held in farm barns. The first chapel opened 1840 followed in 1888 by the building on the corner of College Road which was demolished 1967 as part of the M5 motorway construction. Bourne College, named after its founder, Hugh Bourne, was a large gothic-style secondary boarding school with a square central tower 1882 built for 1200 Primitive Methodist boys on c10ha much of it now underneath the M5 motorway; as state secondary provision improved the college opened 1918 to other denominations. The school closed 1928 and the buildings were altered and reopened by Birmingham Corporation as Quinton Hall, residential accommodation for elderly men (Photographs in Maxam 1997 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY). Demolished 1978 for housing development: Chantry Drive, Hickmans Close, Lombardy Croft, and Hoosen Close named after the headmaster of Bourn College, T J Stewart Hooson.


@ @ @   B72 Sutton Coldfield Mill Street/ Trinity Hill 
 Town School was established 1825 as Sutton Corporation Boys and Girls National Town School the children’s blue uniforms provided by Sutton Corporation; in 1870 a gothic-style building designed by J J Bateman was opened for c84 children. The school building was enlarged 1888, 1902 by which time there were over 200 children on roll. 1907 another building was erected on the opposite corner at Trinity Hill/ Mill Street for boys; the original building being used for the girls. The school moved to Ebrook Road 1981 and the old school buildings are now used by Sutton Baptist Church.


@ @ @   B73 Sutton Coldfield Boldmere Boldmere Road/ St Michaels Road
 Largely due to the efforts of Rev W K Riland Bedford Boldmere National School for girls and infants opened 1848; it was also used as an Anglican church until St Michael’s was built 1857 and as a community centre. By 1900 St Michael’s Parish Hall which still stands had been built on the north side of the school and two almshouses to the south. Next to the almshouses a new infant building was erected 1901 which was demolished 1990. By 1920 average attendance of girls aged 7-14 was 214, infants 144. 1938 two new school blocks were built in St Michaels Road and Cofield Road for 4 separate school: Boldmere Senior Boys, Senior Girls, Junior Mixed and Infants. During World War 2 the old Girls and Infants School was used as an ambulance station and later as an adult education centre; it now serves as a clinic. The secondary school amalgamated as Boldmere High School c1970 and later closed; the buildings remain and part is used as an adult education centre.


@ @ @   B75 Sutton Coldfield Mere Green Mere Green Road
 Mere Green Charity School was set up 1826 for 25 boys and 25 girls and built by local man Solomon Smith who also leased a pair of cottages to the first master and mistress of the school, Mr & Mrs Daniel Aulton. The building still stands but is no longer the school; a plaque reads Corporation School erected AD 1826.

@ @ @   B76 Sutton Coldfield Walmley/ Thimble End Fox Hollies Road/ Webster Way
 A charity school was opened 1826 by Sutton Corporation for 60 children with a house attached; this was also used as the village church before St John the Evangelist was built 1845. A new school was built adjacent to the church 1851 and the old school buildings were let. The Deanery 
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There was no organised provision of public utilities before the 19th century; however, increasing concentrations of large numbers of people in industrial cities such as Birmingham caused particularly health problems which could not be ignored. The town was supplied with water from wells both public and private; in the cramped town and even in newer suburbs such as Balsall Heath, cesspits were dug so close to wells that seepage occurred and diseases spread. River water was increasingly polluted. Street paving and lighting were a rarity. The cemeteries, especially in the town, were becoming full.

By the mid-century the national average death rate was 22 per 1000, in Liverpool 32 per 1000, and in Birmingham borough 26 per 1000. In rural Kings Norton manor 17 per 1000 and in middle-class Edgbaston 13 per 1000. However, in the Lower Priory slums (now around Priory Queensway) the death rate was as high as 63 per 1000.

The death rate for men was generally higher than for women, probably because of worse working conditions. For children under 5 years old the death rate was exceptionally high - 119 deaths per 1000. Young children died from such common diseases as diphtheria, dysentery, measles, scarlet fever, small pox, tuberculosis and typhoid.

Water

Water was taken from wells via public pumps or delivered by water carrier on carts around the town. Businesses and some private houses had their own wells. An example of water sold on a commercial basis was in Well Street Digbeth where an artesian well, the Digbeth Spring 125m feet deep was bored 1854 by a Mr Clark of London for Goffe’s Mineral Waters. The well supplied 360 000 litres of water a day at a constant temperature of 10(C. Another well was discovered by the company when it took possession of the old St Martin’s Ragged School; this well was connected by conduits to seven others in the immediate area.

The Birmingham Waterworks Company supplied a limited service of water from the River Tame from 1826. From 1849 Birmingham Corporation was empowered to take charge of public health and an extensive system of piped water and sewage disposal was quickly planned; Birmingham became the first large industrial town to have a proper system of piped water.
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@ @ @   B6 Aston Lichfield Road

 Aston Reservoir 1831 15 hectares (alongside Spaghetti junction) now Salford Reservoir introduced the beginnings of a piped water supply via the gothic-style Aston pumping station which stood between the Birmingham-Fazeley Canal and the Lichfield Road opposite B6 Waterworks Road. Water was soon pumped up to the reservoir at Monument Lane (Monument Road) between B16 Edgbaston/ Ladywood Waterworks Road and Reservoir Road from where it was gravity fed to consumers. Deep wells were dug at Witton and on the site of Aston Mill to supply water to the reservoir.

@ @ @   B16 Edgbaston Waterworks Road

 The tall gothic engine house, boiler house and italianate gothic chimney of Edgbaston pumping station/ Edgbaston Pumphouse designed by Martin & Chamberlain are Grade II Listed. BSMR. The site also had a deep well from which water was pumped by steam power. By 1853 water was pumped to the high level reservoir at B17 Bearwood/ Harborne Hagley Road east of Meadow Road enabling all piped water to be gravity fed. This was rebuilt underground 1964 within the old reservoir.

@ @ @   B5 Digbeth Well Street
In 1854 a 370m borehole was sunk in Well Lane off Digbeth to supply 360 000 litres of water a day. The water was carried in carts around the town from this and from other privately-owned wells nearby.

@ @ @   B45/ B31 Longbridge Bristol Road South north-west of the junction with Lickey Road and south of the River Rea

Longbridge Pumping Station designed by J H Chamberlain was built 1893 in terracotta in a gothic ecclesiastical style with a pointed tower to house the steam pumps which extracted 2.5 million litres of water a day from a borehole 150 metres deep and supplied to Birmingham. Steam was replaced by electricity 1964 and the chimney demolished in the 1960s. The pumphouse was demolished 1970 and the land used by Longbridge car factory as a car park; the well below remains and was brought into use again by the car factory c1980.

From 1875 water provision was municipalised under mayor Joseph Chamberlain; Birmingham Corporation Water Department had its offices at the Brasshouse B1 City Centre Broad Street. The department had 10 reservoirs and more were planned; areas supplied with piped water included many outside the Birmingham borough: Birmingham, Handsworth, Harborne, Kings Norton including Balsall Heath, Northfield and Yardley. The greatest source of water was Shustoke Reservoir c40 hectares built 1879 on C B Adderley’s Whitacre Lodge, part of his Hams Hall estate. Even this proved insufficient. 

The ambitious project to bring water by two pipelines over a metre in diameter the 75 miles from the Elan Valley in mid-Wales began 1874; it was opened 1904 by King Edward VII. By 1905 12 million gallons a year were piped to Frankley Reservoir B31/ B32 Frankley Lane. In 1928 Bartley Green Reservoir was made by damming the Senneleys Brook valley to give the city at least a week’s supply in case of a mains fracture. To commemorate the 50th anniversary in 1954 an ornamental fountain was built in front of Baskerville House; this was demolished when Centenary Square was laid out 1989. A fourth pipeline was completed in 1961 and a model of the Elan Valley was made in Cannon Hill Park.

@ @ @   B42 Perry Aldridge Road Perry Park

 Perry Reservoir belonged to Birmingham Waterworks 1904; by 1914 it belonged to the Parks Department. BSMR

@ @ @   B29/ B32 Frankley Lane/ Genners Lane

 Bartley Green Reservoir was built 1928-30 to provide a week’s water supply for Birmingham in case of a burst in the Elan Valley main.

@ @ @   B29 Selly Oak Bristol Road/ George Road

 Selly Oak Pumping Station 1878 housed a Boulton & Watt steam engine pumping water from a borehole under the building.
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Sewage

By the middle of the 19th century the disposal of human excrement was a serious problem in the town; there were some 20 000 ashpits in courts and yards. Refuse and excrement, known as night-soil, was collected sporadically by carts at night and taken and sold as manure to farmers or dumped at tips beyond the boundary. In some places sewage was allowed to run out on to the road: this applied equally to the worst town centre slums as to elegant Hagley Road houses. Raw sewage was also discharged into Birmingham streams and rivers. Sewage from the ashpits seeped through the soil into the porous sandstone and into the town’s wells. Water supplies became increasingly polluted and disease-ridden.

In 1842 after the influential Chadwick Report the Birmingham Streets Commissioners appointed J Piggott Smith as engineer; he designed a system which still forms the basis of Birmingham sewage disposal. The plan was for roads to be laid with 12 inch sewer pipes which would feed by gravity along river valleys to larger and larger pipes, eventually leading to either Hockley Brook Main Sewer which started at B17 Sandon Road and ran alongside Hockley Brook, or to the River Rea Main Sewer to Saltley Sewage Farm north of the River Rea before the Rea/ Tame confluence at Nechells: Gravelly Industrial Park/ Jarvis Way. By the time they reached Saltley the mains were widened to 2 metres in diameter. Financial and political problems meant the scheme was slow in implementation.

By 1884 the Birmingham Tame & Rea Drainage Board rebuilt the filtration plant at Nechells; the plant was always known as Saltley Sewage Works and was east of Spaghetti Junction. An 8-foot main to Tyburn was laid and over 12 hectares of meadows used as sewage beds from north Nechells to Tyburn which were used in rotation. All sewage from Birmingham and the surrounding districts of Aston, Balsall Heath, Handsworth, Harborne, Kings Norton, Perry Barr, Saltley, Smethwick and Sutton was gravity-fed down to the River Tame. By 1904 the sewage works were converted to bacterial filtration at Nechells and at Curdworth/ Minworth; the sewage farms were no longer needed and were sold.

@ @ @   B7 Aston Argyle Street

 sewage pumping station. Grade B Local List
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@ @ @   B1 City Centre Gas Street/ Berkeley Street
 The gas retort house was built by John Gosling’s Birmingham Gas Light & Coke Company founded 1819, one of the first provincial gas retort houses in the country 1822. It was extended 1828 by Samuel Clegg, the world’s first specialist gas engineer and an apprentice of William Murdock. The building has been altered in the late 19th century and 20th century but original brick walls survive, as do original cast-iron columns and roof trusses. This Grade II* Listed building is the oldest surviving remains of a gas plant in the world. BSMR


One of the Street Commissioners’ responsibilities was to light the streets. In 1817 John Gosling undertook a contract with them to light certain town-centre streets with gas as well supplying gas to private houses and businesses.

The Birmingham & Staffordshire Gas Light Company also began supplying gas from 1825 manufactured at the Swan Village Gasworks in West Bromwich B70 Swan Lane/ New Gas Street. Initially supply was laid on to Handsworth and Aston Manor, later throughout the Borough of Birmingham, and subsequently across Harborne, Kings Norton, Northfield, Smethwick, Sutton Coldfield and Yardley.

By 1849 the Birmingham Gas Light & Coke Company had been contracted to supply gas to 805 street lights, the Birmingham & Staffordshire Gas Light Company 1280. However, concerns were being raised about the high cost of supply, certainly due in part to the duplication of offices, officials and pipework.

Joseph Chamberlain who took office as mayor in 1873 was unhappy at the price paid for gas lighting the streets and the lack of control it had over supply. Chamberlain held that ‘all monopolies which are sustained in nay way by the State ought to be in the hands of the representatives of the people, by whom they should be administered, and to whom their profits should go.’ By this time some 50 municipalities had already taken control of their own gas supply. Under Chamberlain Birmingham corporation took powers in parliament to municipalise gas production and supply by buying out the two gas companies for £2 000 000 in 1875. In its first 10 years the Gas Department supplied over 600 000 private homes and 10 000 public lamps making £250 000 in profits which was ploughed back into municipal works. The price of gas during that time was brought down by over 30%.

@ @ @   B4 Digbeth Barn Street
 2 gasholders shown on Piggott Smith map BSMR


@ @ @   B5 City Centre/ Digbeth Coventry Street/ Oxford Street
 2 gasholders BSMR


@ @ @   B9 Bordesley Adderley Street
 gasworks BSMR


@ @ @   B19 Hockley/ Lozells Farm Street
 2 gasholders shown on Piggott Smith map BSMR


@ @ @   B23/ B44/ B73 New Oscott Chester Road/ College Road
 Oscott College gasometer - no visible remains BSMR


@ @ @   B75 Sutton Coldfield Riland Road/ Coleshill Road
 The gasworks of the Sutton Coldfield Gas, Light and Coke Company had gas retort buildings and 3 gasholders in 1887; this was a corporation yard by 1913. BSMR


****     This section is still in preparation.     ****

Cemeteries

in chronological order
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Church graveyards are included in the information on churches. See also Churches.

(See BIBLIOGRAPHY McKenna 1992.)

****     This section is still in preparation.     ****

@ @ @   B1/ B15 Lee Bank Granville Street

 The original Jews Burial Ground from the early 18th century was in The Froggery, a street which was demolished to make way for New Street Station before 1852; human remains were reinterred at the burial ground in Chequers Walk off Granville Street, west side north of the canal, which had opened 1766. This closed when a new burial ground opened known as Betholom ie. house/ place of the dead (Hebrew) 1824 in nearby Betholem Row, now Granville Street, on the east side of the street immediately north of the canal. A small chapel was built 1824; at that time the area was outside the town and made of up allotment gardens. This burial ground closed 1873 and by 1876 bodies from both burial grounds were reinterred at Witton Cemetery which had opened 1863 and had a Jewish section from 1869.

@ @ @   B6 Newtown Newtown Row/ Chilwell Croft

 Scott’s Burial Ground was opened 1779 given by Joseph Scott for Dissenters; closed 1878 and the bodies reinterred at Witton Cemetery and Key Hill Cemetery. The site on Newtown Row was built over with Cowper Street roughly now Chilwell Croft.

@ @ @   B18 Hockley/ Jewellery Quarter Key Hill/ Icknield Street
 The General Cemetery Key Hill c3ha opened 1836 by Birmingham General Cemetery Company and designed by Charles Edge was Birmingham’s first public cemetery and served for people not wishing to be buried in Anglican cemeteries. The mortuary chapel which resembled a small classical temple in the Greek Doric order was demolished 1966. Buried here are Joseph Chamberlain, and George Dawson. The cemetery was taken over by the City 1952. Gates. gate piers and railings in Icknield Street are statutorily listed Grade II. The cemetery is Grade II Listed in the English Heritage Register of Parks and Gardens of Historic Interest. Part of Key Hill Conservation Area.


@ @ @   B18 Hockley/ Jewellery Quarter Warstone Lane/ Icknield Street
 The Church of England Cemetery opened on the site of a sandpit 1848 by the Birmingham Church of England Cemetery Company, a private firm, catacombs and Cemetery Lodge designed by James Hamilton for the Church of England Cemetery Company; the Cemetery Lodge is Grade II Listed and is now used as offices. St Michael & All Angels also by Hamilton consecrated 1848 stood directly behind the catacombs on Vyse Street; it closed a few years later, reopened 1869 as the cemetery chapel. The church was badly damaged by bombs in World War 2 and demolished 1953. The city took over the cemetery 1951 and the former Key Hill Methodist chapel was then used as a non-denominational cemetery chapel. John Baskerville was reburied here after Christ Church was demolished 1898. Bought by the city 1952 and closed for burials 1982. Part of Key Hill Conservation Area.


@ @ @   B6 Witton Brookvale Road

 Birmingham City Cemetery/ Witton Cemetery 1860 c40ha opened in the country at Witton by the town council as a result of recommendations in Robert Rawlinson’s Enquiry into the Public Health of the Borough 1849 criticising town centre burial; in the third quarter of the 19th century most town centre burial grounds were closed. Until 1911 this was the Corporation’s only cemetery.

Small octagonal chapel with a steep pitched roof by R Clarke 1861. Lodges, gates, piers and railings are Grade II Listed. There are three chapels here for Anglicans, Catholics and Non-Conformists and an adjacent plot bought by the Jewish community 1869.


@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath/ Brandwood End Woodthorpe Road/ Broad Lane

 Brandwood End Cemetery opened 1899 by Kings Norton & Northfield Rural District Council; the cemetery chapel building in red brick and terracotta is an interesting design by Moseley architect Brewin Holmes consisting of a central spire with a very high archway under which the road passes and on either side elaborate symmetrical gothic chapels, one Anglican, the other non-conformist. A Jewish section opened 1919 and there is now a section for Muslims. The cemetery is laid out with wide avenues of evergreen trees around the chapels with deciduous trees planted elsewhere among the original oaks. The cemetery was taken over by Birmingham City Council 1911 when the District amalgamated with Birmingham. Extensions in 1915, 1917, 1920, 1950, 1967 and 1996 follow the original grid plan. In 1929 the Cross of Sacrifice was erected on the main driveway to commemorate those who had died in the First World War in 1952 a Memorial Garden was laid out in memory of the civilians killed in the Second World War who are buried here. The buildings are currently in need of repair and are Grade II Listed; the cemetery is Grade II on the Register of Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest in England.

@ @ @   B21 Handsworth Oxhill Road

 Handsworth Cemetery was laid out 1909 by Handsworth Urban District Council on the site of a large 18th-century house called the Leveretts; the entrance from the Holyhead Road was the original drive to the house. The Chapel by W H Bidlake is a tall slender building in gothic style fronted with two pointed spires. A variety of trees were planted, the main roads with avenues of lime and holly. The cemetery became the responsibility of Birmingham City Council when the District amalgamated 1911. Towards the end of the 20th century a Muslim section was established here. The chapel and cemetery lodge are Grade II Listed.

@ @ @   B23/ B24 Erdington Edwards Road between Orphanage Road and the High Street

 Paupers Burial Ground

@ @ @   B25 South Yardley Yardley Road

 Yardley Cemetery 4ha was opened 1883 by Yardley Rural District Council, taken over by Birmingham when the districts amalgamated 1911, extended several times to c30ha. No new graves are available; Chapel, registrar’s house and entrance gates; the new chapel by J A Swan 1934. The crematorium opened 1952.

@ @ @   B29 Selly Oak Lodge Hill

 Lodge Hill Cemetery opened 1895 by Kings Norton & Northfield Urban District Council, chapels designed by F B Andrews; the cemetery was taken over when the District amalgamated with Birmingham 1911. Extended 1925, the original c8ha is now c30ha. There are separate sections for Anglicans, Catholics, Non-Conformists, Quakers including some Cadburys and Lloyds, World War 1 soldiers and World War 1 German prisoners of war. Chapel and crematorium 1937, extended 1959.

@ @ @   B62 Quinton Hagley Road West/ Halesowen Road

 Quinton Cemetery was opened 1923 by Birmingham Corporation just beyond the city boundary on a site of c20ha since extended. The chapel designed by J A Swan is now demolished. There is a now Chinese section within the cemetery.

@ @ @   B75 Sutton Coldfield Rectory Road/ Cemetery Road

 Sutton Coldfield Cemetery c3ha was opened 1881 by Sutton Corporation through the efforts of Rev William Riland Bedford when the graveyard at Holy Trinity was full; a further 4ha was opened 1934 by Sutton Coldfield Borough Council. Sutton Crematorium is at Bassetts Pole Tamworth Road south of Hill Lane.
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The City of a Thousand Trades
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(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Skipp 1983 for a good overview, or Timmins 1866 for the horse’s mouth.)

Birmingham - The City of a Thousand Trades: Kelly’s Directory of Birmingham 1870 listed 953 distinctly different types of company.

Prominent Georgian industries continued to develop in Victorian Birmingham. The town was still famous for ‘toys’, small items with a high skill content, in the brass, jewellery, glass and button trades and for guns. These were largely made not in factories but in many workshops by ‘small masters.’

However, new technology brought new industries to the fore and many were factory-based. Entrepreneurs worked at the forefront of innovation and increased production dramatically by using manually operated machinery as well as steam power: By the end of the 19th century there were 2000 chimneys in the Birmingham area. As well as the concentration of work into larger factories, there was subdivision of labour which led to extreme monotony for many workers but greatly increased efficiency and speed of production.

Brass

Technological advances made brass quicker and cheaper to make; steam power was used and brass production and the manufacture of brass products was concentrated in factories. Brass was used for a very wide variety of products in plumbing, lighting, furniture and engineering.

Jewellery

The jewellery trade still depended very much on the skills of small craftsmen, although stamping machines allowed mass production techniques to be used for cheaper lines. Most British jewellery was Birmingham-made and a great deal was exported. The Vyse estate of large middle-class houses was built after 1850 around Vyse Street, Warstone Lane, Frederick Street B3/ B18 Jewellery Quarter/ Hockley, but because of its proximity to the town soon became industrialised and attracted a high concentration of jewellery trades as it still does.

Buttons

Almost all buttons sold in Britain were Birmingham-made and many were exported. A great variety of materials were used and the trade was very sensitive to changes in fashion. Subdivision of labour increased efficiency: it could take 14 people each doing tiny repetitive processes to make a button but enormous numbers of buttons could be made quickly and very cheaply.

Guns

Specialist guns were still made by many self-employed craftsmen each engaged in a separate skilled process in a separate workshop; a hunting gun might pass through 50 pairs of hands. However, military gun-making became more mechanised after the American pattern and guns with machine-made interchangeable parts enabled cheaper mass-production of army rifles. In 1862 sixteen separate gun firms amalgamated to form the Birmingham Small Arms Company BSA with a large mechanised steam-powered factory at B11 Armoury Road (BSA soon diversified into cycle and motor cycle production). George Kynoch began by making percussion caps in B18 Great Hampton Street, moving to the Lion Works at B6 Witton in the 1860s (later diversifying into cycles, metal casting, paper, soap, gas engines.) However, many small manufacturers remained in the Gun Quarter around St Mary’s Church B4 Whittall Street (site in front of the Dental Hospital) until building and road developments of the 1960s spilt the area.

Glass

Glass continued from Georgian times. Osler’s of Broad Street specialised in cut flint glass and in making glass eyes. Chance Brothers of Smethwick were Britain’s largest glass company producing optical glass, sheet glass, rolled plate glass and supplying one million feet of glass to cover the Crystal Palace 1851. However, by the end of the century Birmingham had lost its national importance in glass production and only a handful of firms survived.

New Industries

Electroplating invented by Birmingham surgeon John Wright was pioneered commercially by Henry & G R Elkington 1840, later with partner Josiah Mason and employing over a thousand people. Silver-plate manufacture was revolutionised. Electroplating was also used to make bronze statues, the world’s first being that of Sir Robert Peel by Peter Hollins 1855.

Steel pen nibs were put into mass production on hand presses by Joseph Gillott from 1829. With the introduction of steam power Birmingham became the world’s pen-making centre by the third quarter of the 19th century.

Bedsteads in iron and brass were produced in over 30 Birmingham factories.

The railway industry needed a very wide range of equipment. By 1866 there were 5 large factories in Saltley employing some 3000 people and producing everything from rolling stock and all its internal furnishing to railway lines and signalling equipment and everything needed on the station for home and abroad.

Wire in brass, copper, iron and steel in every thickness and size was produced using steam power and machinery to be made into bird cages, umbrellas, chains, screws, nails, pins and nuts, ships rigging, colliery ropes, needles and fish-hooks, and telegraph wire.

Other metal products manufactured in Birmingham included everything imaginable: from machine tools and machinery for industry to steam engines, from agricultural machinery to machinery for rolling mills, from weighing machines of every size to sewing machines and pumps and locks.

A wide range of foodstuffs were also produced in Birmingham including HP Sauce, Bird’s custard, Branston pickle and Cadbury’s chocolate, and brewing was done on a large-scale by scientific methods.

By 1851 Britain was producing nearly 50% of the world’s manufactured goods, and the greatest proportion of these were made in Birmingham. Birmingham products found their way to every country in the world.

During the last quarter century Birmingham industries were faced with increasing foreign competition, but most survived by specialisation and increased emphasis on precision and skill. What characterised the success of Birmingham industrial entrepreneurs large or small was inventiveness coupled with flexibility. New technology was exploited and new inventions manufactured eg. bikes, cars, electrical machinery.
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Most industry developed within the built-up borough of Birmingham or close by. Working people lived as near as possible to their workplace: the main method of public transport was walking. There was some industrial development along main roads from Birmingham and along the canals; there were a number of industrial outposts in the surrounding countryside providing employment in rural areas. A major industrial area along the Birmingham canal BCN and the two Birmingham-Wolverhampton railways lay just outside Birmingham at Smethwick: large firms established here included Tangye’s, Chance Brothers, Nettlefold & Chamberlain, Muntz Metal, etc. Due to the very nature of industry continually adapting to suit changing markets most Victorian industrial sites have been completely razed and rebuilt and often little originally Victorian survives.

The following lists cannot possibly be exhaustive - for the City of a Thousand Trades there should be a thousand references! Large-scale OS maps c1887 or the Piggott Smith maps of the contemporary built-up area make a good starting-point for locating Victorian industrial sites; the type of factory is often specified.

Commercial buildings also found in this category include commercial blocks, particularly in the city centre, with office accommodation above and retail shops below. Many fine frontages have been preserved from this period with late-20th-century rebuilding behind.

GAZETTEER

Surviving Victorian Industrial & Commercial Buildings
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NOTE

There may be overlap between buildings in this section and Surviving Victorian Public Buildings and Surviving Victorian Residential Buildings.

(BSMR = Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record)

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Broad Street
 Islington Glassworks owned by Johnson, Berry & Rice was set up behind Berry’s house built c1830 which became the Lying-in Hospital 1842 providing maternity care for the poor, from 1870 the Birmingham & Midland Free Hospital for Sick Children/ the Childrens Hospital; this had been founded 1861 in Steelhouse Lane by Dr Thomas Pretious Heslop of Temple Row; and moved to Ladywood Middleway 1917 as King Edward VII Memorial Hospital, moving to the former General Hospital 1999. After 1917 it became the Royal Cripples Hospital later the Royal Orthopaedic Hospital; it is now a night club and Grade II Listed. The glasshouse itself closed 1864 and there are no visible remains. 


@ @ @   B1 City Centre Broad Street/ Gas Street
 Alfred Arculus’s Aetna Glasshouse (Etna Glassworks) 1837 backed onto Gas Street Basin and made glass until 1926; much of the glass was transported by canal. Parts of the building survive now in use as a public house (with parts of the adjoining building which was a foundry.) The foundations of the glass cone building are known to survive underground. 


@ @ @   B1 City Centre Broad Street/ Gas Street
 No.266 c1875 by Martin & Chamberlain and No.266A in venetian gothic, handsome (from the front) commercial blocks standing partially over the Birmingham Canal, renovated late 1990s. Grade II Listed BSMR 


@ @ @   B1 City Centre/ Ladywood Edward Street
 Nos.7&8, 14 Large 3-storey houses from the first half of the 19th century with some surviving sash windows later turned to industrial use. Grade II Listed BSMR 


@ @ @   B1 City Centre King Edwards Road 
 No.32 a 3-storey 8-bay building in red brick. Grade II Listed BSMR 


@ @ @   B1 Hockley/ Jewellery Quarter Frederick Street/ Legge Lane 
 The Argent Centre/ formerly the Argent Works is a striking commercial building in renaissance florentine style in polychromatic brick with round arches and italianate towers; it was designed by J G Bland 1862 for W E Wiley as a pen factory, probably Birmingham’s first flatted factory; 250 workers were employed here. The upper floor was a luxurious Turkish baths heated by excess steam from the factory below; also available were facilities for billiards, chess and fencing. The construction was innovative in that the floors were built using hollow bricks fastened with iron ties to reduce weight and lessen the fire risk. The building is now divided into small commercial and industrial units. Grade II* Listed. 


@ @ @   B1 Hockley/ Jewellery Quarter Legge Lane 
 The Gwenda Works designed by William Doubleday built 1834 and rebuilt 1913 for Sir Henry Manton, manufacturer of jewellery and cut glass. Grade II Listed 


@ @ @   B1 Hockley/ Jewellery Quarter Vittoria Street/ Regent Place 
 The former Standard Works 1879 was, unusually for here, built with iron beams, and is an example of an early flatted factory. Although it has the appearance of a single unit such as the Argent Works, it was built as 15 separate workshops with offices. 


@ @ @   B2 City Centre Bennetts Hill 
No.7 Bennetts Hill/ 37a Waterloo Street, Britannia Building Society is a mid/late 19th-century stone faced building on the site of the News Room which had been built 1825. Grade II .

No.36 Waterloo Street 1830 is probably an extension of the News Room to house copies of public records and reference books. The columns are copied from the Tower of the Winds, Athens and the anthemion (stylised honeysuckle) decoration was inspired by John Soane’s Threadneedle Street colonnade of the Bank of England. Grade II

No.37-38 Bennetts Hill which are 3-storeyed palazzi 1868-70, by ?Yeoville Thomason with some stucco and with classical-style details such as a doorway with a shell motif and segmental and triangular pediments. Grade II

Nos.34-36 Bennetts Hill originally Parr's Bank by ?Leonard Stokes, a 5-storey building of green quarella stone c1909, the ground-floor windows have been altered and granite and mosaic fascia added. 


@ @ @   B2 City Centre New Street 
 New Street from Corporation Street upwards has many good late-19th-century commercial buildings mostly in neo-classical style which are visible above modern shop fronts. Much of the street (with Needless Alley) is within the Colmore Row Conservation Area. 
On the corner of New Street Nos.18-19 Bennets Hill/ 51-53 New Street is the former London & Lancashire Fire Insurance Company building designed by Riley & Smith at the turn of the 19th-entury in a baroque style with Ionic pilasters, broken pediments and decorative garlands. Above a shallow dome is flanked by polygonal and domed cupolas. Two female stone figures representing Security and Providence were designed by Riley & Smith and carved by Robert Bridgeman & Sons of Lichfield, a firm still in existence near Lichfield city centre. 
Needless Alley Nos. 9-15 odd are Grade II Listed; New Street Nos. 41, 42, 42A, 49-50-50A Temple Buildings, 51, 52, 53, 80-93 consecutively, 128 are also Grade II buildings; Cannon Street Nos. 17, 39-42 consecutively, 43-45 consecutively Newton Chambers:

Nos.80-82 is a mid-19th-century Venetian gothic-style 4-storey building in red brick. Only the facade remains with its pilasters, segment-headed windows and elaborate cornice, this was restored c2000. Nos.84-86 and 88-90 are also 4-storey renovated facades with new buildings behind. Nos.92-93 New Street and Nos.2-5 Ethel Street are 3-storey stuccoed buildings in late-19th-century neo-classical style. Nos.35-40 New Street were built by H R Yeoville Thomason in the 1870s are stone-faced commercial buildings in italianate style and were the headquarters of the Birmingham Post & Mail until 1965. The facades have been restored and the buildings behind demolished and rebuilt. The original shop fronts designs have been replaced. Newton Chambers 43 Cannon Street and 41-42a New Street is a buff-terracotta office block with shops by Essex, Goodman and Nicol 1899. This was the Kardomah, an Art & Crafts coffee house which still contains murals and decorative tiles and which was refurbished 1998. Temple Buildings, Nos.51-53 New Street and 20A Temple Street Grade II, are rare early 19th-century buildings by Charles Edge, rare because they still stand after later Victorian re-development.

@ @ @   B2 City Centre Temple St

 The Trocadero was built in the mid-19th century by Charles Edge originally as the Norwich Union Fire Office. In the early 1900s a yellow-glazed front in art nouveau style was added. Grade II

@ @ @   B2 City Centre Waterloo Street/ Bennetts Hill
 Waterloo Street is within Colmore Row Conservation Area and was developed in the 1830s. Nos. 26-33, Bennett's Hill Rickman & Hutchinson’s Midland Bank 1830 on the corner of Bennetts Hill was built as the headquarters of the Birmingham Banking Company later renamed the Midland now part of HSBC, the town’s first and biggest joint stock bank which collapsed in the 1860s. It is a neo-classical building whose two ranges of free-standing columns with corinthian capitals may be modelled on the temple of Vesta at Tivoli in Italy. From Waterloo Street it has the appearance of a prosperous chapel whose double chimney resembles a bellcote. Yeoville Thomason rounded the corner, provided a new entrance flanked by corinthian pilasters and added the extension down the Hill 1868.
Opposite the Midland Bank, No.8 Bennetts Hill, the former National Provincial Bank by C R Cockerell 1833 was rebuilt in neo-classical style by John Gibson 1869, as inscribed on a frieze across the top of the building. The free-standing coat-of-arms with its male and female supporters representing the arts and industry above the main entrance by Samuel Lynn 1869 is based on that of the city but before the arms were officially granted; 4 carved stone reliefs 1869 in the semi-domed porch with a coffered ceiling are also by Lynn and represent Birmingham industries - metal working, metal plating, glass blowing and gun making. The bank is designed following the corinthian order, with semi-circular-headed windows and symbolises the strength of Birmingham banking in the 19th century. The interior was refurbished by C E Bateman during the 1920s in subdued neo-Greco/Egyptian style.
Early 19th-century Grade II Listed buildings: Nos. 11, 26, 27-30 consecutively Christ Church House, 31-34 Wellington House, 35-36 Apsley House, 36A-37 Wellesley House (Grade II*), 37A, 44 (Grade II*). 
No.10 Bennetts Hill is the site of first home of the Sun Insurance Company 1710. The present building was designed by S N Cooke 1927 with the lettering and sun emblem by Birmingham-based sculptor William Bloye based on the original hanging sign.
The corinthian columns of No.36 are copied from the Tower of the Winds in Athens; this building was altered 1976 to create office accommodation surrounding a courtyard.


@ @ @   B2 City Centre Temple Row West
 Former Birmingham Joint Stock Bank 1862 in italianate style was the first bank designed by J A Chatwin. The ground floor was designed larger than the upper floor to allow for an impressive banking hall inside. Above the two storeys of columns originally stood a row of urns. The keystones of the window arches are stone heads from classical mythology. Later Lloyds Bank, now a wine bar. Grade II

No.44 Temple Row West Birmingham Midshires Building Society originally Ocean Assurance is late-19th-century by Mansell & Mansell, an office block in late flemish gothic style with detailed red brick and buff terracotta. Grade II* Listed
Portman Building Society c1880s is a neo-classical style office block with arched windows, stucco and rusticated ground floor which has been altered.

@ @ @   B2 City Centre Union Street
 City Arcade is Grade II* Listed 1898 by T W F Newton & Cheattle, decorative biff terracotta and green faience stylised heads and strange sea monsters in arts&crafts style designed by W J Neatby and carried out by Doulton’s; the gabled 3-storey facade to Union Street is the main entrance with a big central arch flanked by octagonal turrets topped with little cupolas; Union Passage entrance is very plain in comparison. The arcade was originally built with two other arms from Union Passage to the High Street and to New Street. BSMR


@ @ @   B3 City Centre Church Street
 Nos.2-8 even 3-storey brick building with stucco dressings. Grade II Listed BSMR
 No.37 Church Street by T F W Newton & Cheattle 3-storeys in arts&crafts style. Grade II Listed BSMR
 Nos.41-43 Church Street St Philips Chambers office block of 1898 by Newton & Cheatle in brick and stone in detailed arts&crafts style, note the two very large windows with ogee tops. Grade II* - within Colmore Row Conservation Area. BSMR
 No.57-59 Church Street (former Buckler & Webb) office block of 1898 by T W F Newton & Cheatle in red brick in detailed arts&crafts style thought to be influenced by Lethaby; note the round-arched arcade running through 3 storeys. Grade II* BSMR


@ @ @   B3 City Centre Colmore Row
 The Colmore estate was originally developed on 99-year leases by the Colmore family of New Hall; when these expired after 1866 Colmore Row and in particular was rebuilt in a grand style befitting a prosperous Victorian town and mostly in neo-classical styles.
There is a large number of listed buildings on the north side between Newhall Street and Snow Hill Station, and on the south side between Bennetts Hill and Victoria Square: Colmore Row Nos. 55, 61-67, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79-83 odd, 85-89 odd, 102, 104-106, 110, 112, 114-116, 118-120, 130 are all Grade II Listed buildings within Colmore Row Conservation Area.
Nos.57-73 c1870 have been gutted but the facades retained. 
Architects Edward Holmes and William Doubleday practised from Nos.61 and 67 respectively.
No.63 Barclays Bank originally the Dudley & District Bank by Yeoville Thomason 1867, was remodelled 1937 though the original grand banking hall remains. Thomason’s grandfather, Sir Edward Thomason, a pupil of Matthew Boulton had lived at No.63 on this site.
Nos.75-77 are by Yeoville Thomason 
No.81 now the Royal Bank of Scotland is by Yeoville Thomason with roundels by J A Chatwin 1872 containing the busts of Lorenzo Ghiberti and Benvenuto Cellini, medieval Italian goldsmith and sculptor respectively - the building was designed 1871 as showrooms for W Spurrier, Birmingham silversmith and cutler.
Note especially Nos.85-89 The Union Club 1869 by Yeoville Thomason held to be his best work. It is a 2-storeyed neo-classical building with a rusticated ground floor, two additional floors added 1988. 
Nos.102-106 by Charles Edge 1827 housed the offices architects Martin & Chamberlain at No.104. 
No.110 by William Henman and Thomas Cooper 1902 for the Scottish Union and National Insurance Company has two squat towers enclosing a bay, with banding of grey granite and shiny bright brick. 
No.114 by Paul Waterhouse 1912 is in Edwardian baroque in stone, the figure of Atlas originally stood over the door.
Note especially Nos.122-124 former Eagle Insurance Grade I Listed by W R Lethaby & Joseph L Ball 1900, ‘one of the most original buildings of its date in England’ (Pevsner 1966). It is something of an architectural landmark at the end of the Victorian era as Lethaby deliberately broke away from building in a true historical style by combining Tudor mullions windows with byzantine doorways, for instance. Furthermore the building was built using a post and beam construction, the forerunners of modern framed buildings. The large stone eagle in relief with outstretched wings is carved in great detail and derives from Syrian temples; the wavy lines represent clouds in Byzantine symbolism and the discs on the golden bronze doors represent the sun.
No.130 was built with a small dome 1904 in the style of Christopher Wren; it has typical Edwardian polished granite base; the interior has good plaster and marble decoration on the walls and ceiling.

Streets all or parts of which are within Colmore Row Conservation Area are Barton Passage, Barwick Street, Bennetts Hill, Burlington Arcade, Burlington Passage, Cannon Street, Chamberlain Square, Cherry Street, Christ Church Passage, Church Street, City Arcade, Colmore Row, Congreve Passage, Cornwall Street, Corporation Street, Eden Place, Edmund Street, Ethel Street, Fore Street, Great Charles Street Queensway, Great Western Arcade, Hill Street, Livery Street, Lower Temple Street, Margaret Street, Navigation Street, Needless Alley, New Street, North Western Arcade, Paradise Street, Piccadilly Arcade, Pinfold Street, St Philips Place, Stephenson Place, Stephenson Street, Union Passage, Union Street, Victoria Square, Warwick Passage, Waterloo Passage, Waterloo Street, Wellington Passage.

@ @ @   B3 City Centre Cornwall Street 
Nos.85-87 Cornwall Street was designed for Dr J E Parrott as his medical consulting rooms by W Henman and T Coope 1899. Coope, a pupil of Alfred Waterhouse was chief assistant during the construction of the Natural History Museum in Kensington and may also taken charge of William Henman's General Hospital in Steelhouse Lane 1894-7. The building is in red brick and stone in a Belgian renaissance style with two bay windows and a Belgian gable with a pedimented window. Grade II*
Nos.89-91 by C E Bateman 1904 is an asymmetrical arts&crafts building influenced by Lethaby's Eagle Insurance in Colmore Row. Grade II*
No.93 by Newton & Cheatle 1902 for Sir James Sawyer as offices designed in an earlier style to contrast with the earlier building next door. Grade II*
No.95 Cornwall Street by Newton & Cheatle 1901 for Smith Priestly in a neo-Georgian style with an asymmetrically placed doorway and metal railings. Grade II*

@ @ @   B3 City Centre Edmund Street
 Edmund Street ‘forms the best and most complete example of the local school of architecture for commercial buildings at the very end of the 19th century’ (Pevsner 1966). Most buildings are in gothic styles and a large number are Grade II Listed: Nos. 96/ Empire House, 98 (Grade II*), 100-102/ Municipal Offices, 103 (Grade I Listed building), 105-107/ former Ear Nose & Throat Hospital, 106-110 even, Scottish Mutual Assurance, 121-123, 125-131 odd, 133, 134, Nos.136-142 (only 136-138 Grade II Listed), 158. BSMR Many fall within Colmore Row Conservation Area.
The Medical Institute/ Empire House by Osborne & Reading 1875 a neo-classical style brick and stone building, the Board School Offices by Martin & Chamberlain 1875, the Parish Offices/ Municipal Offices by W H Ward 1875, a grand French renaissance-style stone building with a clock tower, cupola and lantern now gone, have been demolished to the rear and rebuilt, though the facades have been retained; the office building is now known as Louisa Ryland House. 
Nos.106-110 Edmund Street/ 29 Newhall Street by F B Osborne 1895 is a brick and terracotta block designed as medical consulting rooms now a wine bar.
No.134 was designed by Newton & Cheatle 1897 for coal merchants G L Eveson in arts&crafts-style in brick and terracotta. 
No.136 1880 is in venetian gothic style. 
 Nos.121-123 Edmund Street Chambers designed by Newton & Cheatle 1899 for G A Willetts in neo-Georgian style. 
Nos.125-131 St Edwards Chambers by Newton & Cheatle 1899 built as their own offices. 
No.133 by Mansell & Mansell 1895 for accountants T B Scattergood. 
Nos.158-160 built for J W Allen of West Bromwich 1891 of brick and stone in French renaissance style. 


@ @ @   B3 City Centre George Street
 Grade II Listed buildings include New Hall Works, Broughton House rear of No.27, Crosby Works rear of No.28, 8, 10, 12. Early 19th-century industrial premises are; No.27 3-storeys 9 bays, arched windows with small panes in cast-iron frames, originally a screw or nail factory; No.29 the roof supported by massive oak trusses. Nos.8-12 are mid-19th-century former houses. BSMR


@ @ @   B3 City Centre Ludgate Hill/ Water Street
 No.21 c1850 3-storey canalside works with loading bays onto the canal, typical of very many now gone. Grade II Listed BSMR


@ @ @   B3 City Centre Newhall Street
 Elkington’s Factory built before 1840 for cutlery, silver-plating and silver ware was where revolutionary electroplating with silver was pioneered by Henry & G R Elkington later with Josiah Mason as manager who brought silver-plate to the middle classes. Electroplating was also used to make bronze statues: the first in the world cast in one piece was that of Sir Robert Peel 1788-1850 by Birmingham sculptor Peter Hollins 1855 Grade II Listed, originally at the junction of Congreve Street and Ann Street, from 1873 in B1 Victoria Square, from 1927 in B5 Pershore Road Calthorpe Park, from 1963 to the present at Tally Ho police college B5 Pershore Road. 
The classically designed factory which stands alongside the Birmingham & Fazeley canal dates from after 1841 and may well have been designed by Josiah Mason. In its heyday before 1900 2000 people were employed here; the factory transferred production to Walsall; Mappin & Webb can claim to be its modern descendant. 
Internally reconstructed it housed Birmingham Museum of Science & Industry until 1999.


@ @ @   B3 City Centre New Market Street/ Great Charles Street 
 No.12 former Birmingham Guild of Handicrafts by Arthur Stansfield Dixon 1898, a designer of metalwork for the Guild as well as an architect. A rear courtyard is linked to New Market Street by a semi-circular arched gateway under the building. The large ground-floor windows of the metal workers' room are similarly arched. The top-floor studios have large square-headed windows beneath the eaves of the steeply pitched tile roof. Refurbished as offices. Grade II

@ @ @   B3 City Centre Newhall Street/ Edmund Street
Nos.17-19 Newhall Street former Telephone Exchange/ Telephone House, a red-brick building by Frederick Martin 1896 of Martin & Martin for the Bell Edison Company with intricate terracotta detail (much in the style of the Victoria Law Courts which were completed 1891). A good example of Birmingham terracotta; arched bays with fabulous beasts above enclose three storeys of windows whose piers rise up to form chimneys made into gables. The intricate gate is by the Bromsgrove Guild. Grade I Listed Building 
Grade II buildings in Newhall Street: Nos. 27, 29, 43-51 odd/ Cornwall Buildings c1898 in brick and buff terracotta with an oriel tower, 44-60 even, 61, 204, 206; most fall within Colmore Row Conservation Area. 
Nos.54-50 c1900 Grade II. 
Nos.56-69, 5-storeys with flemish gables designed by Newton & Cheatle 1899 are Grade II* Listed and have 4 buff terracotta panels the height of the tall windows on the 3rd storey by William Neatby who worked for Doulton’s of Lambeth; the figures represent St George & the Dragon depicted as a classical figure grappling with a large serpent.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Corporation Street
 Lewis’s department store was built 1885 at Corporation Street/ Bull Street on a site judged by David Lewis to be the busiest in Birmingham. Demolished and rebuilt 1920s, 1929 a second block in Bull Street was connected by bridges over The Minories. Closed 1990s, lower floors retail, upper floors law offices.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Cannon Street/ Cherry Street 
 Nos.10-12 Cherry Street/ 17 Cannon Street by Joseph Lancaster Ball 1881 who became the first director of Birmingham School of Architecture. Lethaby's partner on the important Eagle Insurance building, this is Ball’s first independent work and one of Birmingham's first arts&crafts buildings designed in a Queen Anne style using hand-made bricks and tiles. Grade II

@ @ @   B4 City Centre Corporation Street
 Corporation Street was the result of very early municipal planning: Joseph Chamberlain’s Improvement Scheme to aimed to build ‘a great street as broad as a Parisian boulevard’ the purpose of which was create a central shopping street of quality buildings with offices above, at the same time cutting through some of the worst city centre slums. The street started opposite Stephenson Place emphasising the importance of New Street railway station to the town (For many years distances from Birmingham to other towns were measured from Stephenson Place). 


The surveyors were Martin & Chamberlain; the scheme involved some 40 hectares of land, about half of which was bought freehold by the Council. Building began at the New Street end 1878 but construction was still underway at the northern end in 1903. Despite expressed good intentions very few poor people from the slums were ever rehoused by the Council. 


The fine Georgian Old Square was broken into by the development and eventually redeveloped at the end of the 19th century. Parts of the street were destroyed by German bombs during World War 2. The Council had let sites on 75-year leases and when these came up for renewal in the 1960s parts of the street were rebuilt south of Old Square. The Inner Ring Road cut through Corporation Street at Priory Queensway during the 1970s. However, the northern end around the Law Courts and the first block to be completed between New Street and Cherry Street c1878 survive and here good Victorian architecture remains, and, in contrast to the neo-classicism of Colmore Row largely in gothic styles. 


Queens Corner by W H Ward for Alfred Humpage was built as the end of Yeoville Thomason's renaissance palace-style buildings on New Street and was designed as the entrance to Corporation Street. Although the buildings to the rear of Nos.1-23 have been demolished, the facades have been renovated.

Grade II Listed in Corporation Street are the 5 storeys of Nos.1A-7 odd Victoria Buildings 1880. Faced with stone and with pilasters of pink sandstone, there are carved pediments and festoons of fruit in Spanish/ Elizabethan style. In its free use of earlier styles this is a forerunner to Lethaby’s Eagle Insurance. Nos.9-13 formerly the Birmingham Post & Mail 1880 are in a venetian style. Grade II 


Nos.15-17 by W H Ward 1881 was built as the Central Restaurant, later Yates’s Wine Lodge, contained the Central Arcade through to Cannon Street and was the second one built in the city. This highly decorated stone building is in French renaissance style. After a fire it was partially rebuilt by Essex & Nicol 1888. 
Fletchers Buildings Nos.19-23 1887 was the first building to be built of brick and terracotta rather than stone and is by Martin & Chamberlain. Significantly it is a frame building built around cast iron columns; it is built in a Jacobean renaissance style. On the first floor are reliefs depicting William Shakespeare and Walter Scott in terracotta painted white added by G E Pepper when he altered the shop frontage for W H Smith booksellers 1921.


The block between Fore Street and Cherry Street is of red brick with stone dressings in an English renaissance style.


At the northern end between the County Court and Old Square Nos.153A-161 Corporation Street Murdoch Chambers/ Pitman Chambers/ County Buildings/ former J Alfred Harper & Sons is a good arts&crafts building in blue brick which is Grade II* Listed and was designed by J Crouch & E Butler 1896 for A R Dean. A frieze in buff terracotta by Birmingham sculptor Benjamin Creswick is contemporary with the building. The frieze runs across the whole facade below the first-floor windows and depicts in detail carpenters at work and diners being served at table: the building was commissioned by A R Dean house furnishers and Pitman’s Vegetarian Hotel & Restaurant. Also by Cresswick are the terracotta dressings around windows and doors and the two Birmingham coats-of-arms. Above the main gable Creswick placed a free-standing group in buff terracotta of three allegorical figures: the central female figure represents Birmingham and holds her hand aloft though whatever she was holding is now missing (torch, sword, hammer, laurel branch?), the flanking male figure is similar to that shown the city coat-of-arms and held a hammer now missing, the flanking female figure represents industry, holds a distaff and stands before a spinning wheel.


Also Grade II are 9-13A odd, 175-177 Coleridge Chambers late 19th-century in red brick and buff terracotta (good mosaic floor and wall tiles in the entrance), 179-203 odd Ruskin Chambers a 5-storey red-brick and terracotta building of 13 bays by Ewan & James A Harper.

Other buildings include the County Court Grade II, and Victoria Law Courts Grade I, Methodist Central Hall Grade II*. The northern end of Corporation Street is within Steelhouse Lane Conservation Area. (See Victorian Public Buildings.) 


@ @ @   B5 Digbeth Allison Street
 Corder & Turley’s umbrella factory after 1874, an attractive 3-storey building with arched windows and terracotta detail, this was a crisp factory 1970s-80s, now warehousing.


@ @ @   B5 Digbeth Banbury Street
 Birmingham Gun Barrel Proof House/ Proofhouse 1813.

As early as 1637 the London Company of Gunmakers was established by royal charter which effectively marked the introduction of proof in England. In Birmingham there was also a flourishing gun industry: by 1767 Birmingham had 35 gun and pistol makers, 8 gun barrel makers and filers, 5 gun barrel polishers and finishers, 11 gunlock makers, forgers and finishers, and 3 gun swivel and stock makers. Most gunsmiths set high standards of workmanship and, although private proofhouses existed in Birmingham on gunmakers’ premises and available for use by others, because proof was not compulsory, they were not used by less reputable gunmakers. Many saw the need for independent proof as in London. As a result the Birmingham Proof House was established in 1813 by Act of Parliament at the request and expense of the Birmingham trade. The Proof House still performs its original function. A museum on site can be visited by arrangement. 

Designed by Deritend builder John Horton (possibly William Hollins) 1813 of brick with 2 storeys is the only official proof house outside London. A notable relief display of heraldry over 3 metres wide above the front entrance by Birmingham-based William Hollins includes the Hannoverian coat-of-arms, the Birmingham shield with the crossed swords, proof mark and a profusion of muskets, pistols, cannon balls, flags and drums. 
Grade II Listed. BSMR
(Some information here adapted from the Proof House website.)


@ @ @   B5 Digbeth Bordesley Street between New Canal Street and Pickford Street
 Showell’s Brewery 1892, later the Birmingham Syphon Company producing mineral waters and more recently Pattinson’s confectioners.


@ @ @   B5 Digbeth Digbeth High Street between Oxford Street and Milk Street
 Bonser & Co iron warehouse 1860


@ @ @   B6 Aston Tower Road
 Founded in Aston 1875 by Edwin Samson Moore, became the Midland Vinegar Company 1879 and soon branched out into pickle making and by 1905 was producing HP Sauce (HP = Houses of Parliament) using water from its own well on site, c200m in depth. The sauce was actually invented by F G Garton, a Nottingham shopkeeper who gave the recipe to Moore as repayment of a debt; it was originally sold door-to-door in small bottles, but soon became popular, including at 10 Downing Street, the name allegedly deriving from the Houses of Parliament. During World War 1 the sauce was bought by the Ministry of Defence to cheer up the soldiers' rations of bully beef. Moore sold the business 1924 which became HP Sauce Limited, acquiring Lea & Perrins 1930. 1986 the factory was almost completely rebuilt and nothing remains of older buildings. 


@ @ @   B9 Digbeth Deritend High Street/ Gibb Street
 Devonshire House/ Devonshire Works, a large imposing building with a red-brick and terracotta frontage built by Alfred Bird Junior 1902 as a custard factory, unused for some years after the 1960s the building now known as the Custard Factory was converted into an arts complex in the late 20th century. The firm of Bird’s originated in a small shop in Bell Street near the Bull Ring where chemist Alfred Bird Senior invented eggless custard based on cornflour 1837 for his wife Elizabeth who was allergic to eggs; he was also the inventor of baking powder, an agent to make bread dough rise without using yeast which was used to provide British troops with fresh bread during the Crimean War 1852-1856. Bird's was the first company to use free calendars as advertising. The company went from strength to strength especially under Alfred Bird Junior introducing new products including Bird’s Blancmange Powder c1870 and Bird’s Jelly Crystal Powder 1895. Continued expansion led to Alfred Jnr building the Devonshire Works. Bird’s became part of General Foods 1947 and left Birmingham 1963. Grade II Listed building. BSMR


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath George Street
 John Bowen was a prominent local builder responsible for the Victoria Law Courts whose premises in George Street have a good terracotta decorative gable displaying the initials JB 1882.

@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Haden Street
 The present Ryland’s factory was purpose-built for the form 1863 and the street frontage survives remarkably intact. the chimney of a rare survivor of the many hundreds which dominated the 19th-century Birmingham skyline. The business originated in Ashted in the late 18th century as suppliers and manufacturers of lacquer; their paints and varnishes are now exported all over the world. 


@ @ @   B12 Highgate Leopold Street
This brassfounding company was founded 1820 and moved here 1867. The company have produced a wide range of products including locks, bedsteads, gas and electric fittings, blow lamps, pressure stoves, paraffin heaters, coffin handles and munitions. These are classic Victorian industrial building still in use.


@ @ @   B16 Ladywood St Vincent Street/ Sheepcote Street
 The Roundhouse was built 1840 for the London & North Western Railway as a mineral and coal wharf; its distinctive circular horseshoe shape is most unusual. Grade II* Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Rose Road/ Chad Valley Close
 Originally founded c1820 by Anthony Bunn Johnson, his sons Joseph & Alfred set up in George Street as Johnson Brothers 1860, stationers, printers & bookbinders; under Joseph & his son Alfred J the firm moved to the new Chad Valley Works 1897; printing of boxes and labels was carried on in the old Harborne Village Institute building from 1904 (This had been opened as an educational venture 1878.) but the firm moved into producing board games and a widening range of toys, including quality teddy bears from 1915. The Rose Road factory was extended and new buildings added in the 1920s and the company became Chad Valley Toys. Soft toy production moved to Wellington Shropshire in 1920. During World War 2 the Chad Valley factories were used to make instrument cases, parts for anti aircraft guns, electrical coils, electric starters, auto pilots, children’s clothing, hospital tables, tent poles and charts, although some items such as jig-saws, chess sets and dominoes were still made for use by the armed forces and military hospitals. Chad Valley took over the old laundry site in Park Hill Road 1954. After the war Chad Valley bought several other toy companies, but by the 1970s the company ran into financial trouble and the Harborne factories closed 1972 when Leicester based Palitoy bought out the firm; in 1988 the chainstore Woolworth’s bought the Chad Valley trade mark. 


@ @ @   B18 Hockley George Street
 Crosby Court c1845 part of a wire works was redesigned as offices 1993. Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B18 Hockley Icknield Street/ Pitsford Street
 Birmingham Mint was founded in Slaney Street (now gone, west of and parallel with Weaman Street) by brassfounder and button-maker Ralph Heaton I in 1794 making medals; he moved into Shadwell Street 1808. Ralph Heaton II bought the Soho Manufactory minting machinery from Matthew Boulton at auction and began minting coins 1851 at his die-sinking works on the corner of Bath Street. So successful was the business minting British and foreign coins that a new site was bought in Icknield Street which came into use from 1862, the largest independent mint in the world. 
Ralph Heaton III took over in 1862; new machinery was installed 1870 giving greater capacity than the Royal Mint in London, and subcontracting work for that mint. In the late 1890s the Mint was producing over 100 million coins annually for Russia alone. Ralph Heaton III set up the Mint as a public company and Ralph Heaton IV became managing director 1891. Heaton’s monopoly of Royal Mint production was broken by Kings Norton Metal Co who also now share production. Now the IMI Birmingham Mint it is one of the foremost coin producers in the world. Birmingham Mint has the longest history of any independent mint in the world and was saved from extinction by diversification after World War 2 into button, badge- and medal-making, pressing, die-making, and electro-precision work.
The Mint is built with 3 storeys around a rectangular yard in italianate style and suffered bomb damage during World War 2. The front range is Grade II Listed and within Key Hill Conservation Area. BSMR


@ @ @   B18 Hockley/ Jewellery Quarter Frederick Street/ Vittoria Street/ Graham Street
 The Victoria Works/ Gillott’s Manufactory 1838 was built around a central courtyard designed by Charles Edge for Joseph Gillott; it is an important building here because it is an early example (certainly the earliest in the Jewellery Quarter) of a purpose-built factory. 
This was the first factory in the world to mass-produce steel pen nibs which made Gillott’s fortune. Coming from Sheffield to Birmingham in search of work during the post-war slump after Waterloo, Joseph Gillott found a job at a buckle factory. His fiancée’s brothers were in the pen-making business; each pen was made individually and the quality and thickness of their nibs was inconsistent. Gillott applied the mass-production system he had seen in action in buckle making to pen making in his attic in Cornwall Street, then to Church Street, Newhall Street and finally to Graham Street where he built his own factory employing 500+ workers by 1870. Birmingham in the mid-19th century was the pen capital of the world with 12 factories employing c2500 workers. A semi-circular pediment with a relief bust of Queen Victoria facing Graham Street commemorates her Golden Jubilee 1887. The firm left the site for a purpose-built factory near Dudley 1956. The building was restored and now comprises offices and apartments. Grade II Listed.

(Down to Next Item - Smith & Pepper)

MESSRS. GILLOTT & SONS STEEL PEN MANUFACTORY BIRMINGHAM

from The Trades and Manufactories of Great Britain 1865

The Manufactory in which sheets of steel are converted into flexible pens is a huge brick building, fronting Graham Street, at the top of New Hall-hill, so famous in the political annals of Birmingham for the monster meetings which used to be held there prior to the passing of the Reform Bill. An idea of the extents of the works may be formed from the fact that the journey through the various rooms is something like a quarter of a mile in extent. There are between five and six hundred girls, and a hundred men and boys employed in the establishment. Three steam-engines of some sixty horse-power, moreover, are required for the purposes of the works. We shall endeavour to make the subject comprehensible to our readers, by noting the process step by step, beginning with sheets of steel, and tracing the manufacture through all the stages necessary for the production of the perfect pen.

The steel used is made from the best Swedish iron, and is brought from Sheffield in sheets. It is then rolled to the necessary thinness and cut into slips of the width of two pens. In order to bring it to this state, each sheet of metal has to pass through ten or twelve rollings; the machines used in part of the process having severally a pressure of not less than twenty tons. When the metal is of the requisite size it passes to the cutting-out room, and the slip is passed under a cutting-out press, first on one side, and then reversed for the second pen. This part of the work is done entirely by girls, and one girl can cut out about two hundred gross, or nearly thirty thousand pens a day. The scraps left are melted down, so that nothing may be wasted.

In the cutting-out room is a very beautiful self-acting machine, which cuts out two pens, and performs four operations at the same time. There is also in the same room an exquisitely constructed self-acting machine, invented by two of Mr.Gillott's sons, Mr. Joseph and Mr.Henry Gillott. This is a grinding machine, and it performs the two processes of cross and straight grinding at once. This is one of the most delicate operations in the manufacture, and the machine does its work in a most effective and perfect manner. We may add here that the tools for the business are made in this room - all the things required in the manufactory being made on the premises.

The next operation is what is called side-slitting; that is, cutting the slit on each side of the pen. It is curious to see the quickness with which nimble fingers of the girls accomplish this, as well as all the other parts of their work. With the exception of the two machines already noticed, which perform more than one operation at a time, each pen has been dealt with separately, in every stage of the manufacture; and when we bear in mind the small price at which a box containing a gross of pens can be bought, the fact that each pen has to pass through the girls' hands something like a dozen times, not to mention the other processes, it is evident that it must not linger long with any of them.

After the side-slitting has been done, the little bit of flat metal which is to form the future pen has to be pierced, that is to say, the central orifice down which the ink flows through the nib has to be made. A self acting machine has been recently invented, which performs the two operations of side-slitting and piercing at once, but this has not yet been brought into general use.

Our pen having advanced thus far towards completion, the next process is that of annealing. It is next passed through a machine which at once marks the pen with the maker's name, and embosses it with the trade mark of the firm. During all these processes the future pen is simply a flat bit of steel, of a shape which merely indicates the future form it is intended to assume, but still a flat bit of metal with side-slits, the centre pierced, and marked as described. The next operation is to give the form of a pen, and this is called raising or binding. The small pens are raised at once, but the barrel pens require two operations before they are completed. This work is done as quickly as the other parts of the manufacture. A novel machine has been invented for this part of the process; a little girl places the pen on a round, moves the handle of the machine, and it falls into a box raised and ready for the next stage in its strange eventful history.

We next pass to the room where the half raised barrel pen is rounded off. The raising process above described only raises the barrel up to a point where the barrel begins; these half raised pens, therefore, are next passed through a machine which closes the barrel. And here we must note a little fact which shows the importance of the annealing process. Unless this has been done properly, and the metal is of the proper temper, the barrel will not completely close, and the pen consequently has to be annealed again.

The next two processes are, perhaps, the most important and delicate of all. These are called hardening and tempering. After being raised, the pens are put in boxes, for the purpose of hardening, and placed in a muffle, and in this state are cast into a furnace, and subjected to a red heat. From the furnace they are emptied into pots of oil about five feet deep. The effect of this is to harden them, so at this stage they are as brittle as glass. After having been submitted to the oil bath they are put in a cylinder, which being made to revolve rapidly causes the metal to throw off all the superfluous oil, and renders the pen ready for the tempering process. It need scarcely be said that in order to make a good pen a good temper is as necessary as it is to make either a good man or a good women. But now that it has been baked in a furnace, drowned in oil, and whirled round to dry, the future pen is found to be most intractable. Its temper is so bad that at the slightest touch off it flies at a tangent, and goes to pieces immediately. Nevertheless, the ingenuity of man is too much for the brittleness of the metal, and he now places the intractable article in a cylinder, and puts it over a fire, and by nicely graduating the heat destroys the previous brittleness, gives it the required temper, and turns it out with all the elasticity requisite for the discharge of its future duties to society.

Both these processes require great judgment, and much experience in the workmen. On the success of this part of the work depends, in a great measure, the future quality of the pen, its power to resist corrosion, its elasticity, as well as its ability to answer the demand which the `quick and ready writer' may afterwards make upon it. If well hardened and tempered, as those made by Messrs. Gillott invariably are, the pen will not unequal to the task imposed upon it, however fluent the ideas of the scribe may be.

Having been hardened and tempered, it is necessary that the pen should be cleaned, and this is the next process. To effect this desirable operation, the pens are placed in a cylinder containing saw-dust of either beach, box, or pine wood, and emery powder. The friction produced, as the cylinder revolves, causes the pens to lose their rough edges, smoothes the points, cleans them, and turns them out ready for the final operations. From its dusty, but effective, lavatory the pen is taken to the grinding-room. This room reminds the visitor of one of the machine-rooms of the Great Exhibition. It is of enormous length, and along either side there stretches a line of these grinding machines, in attending to which more than a hundred girls are employed. The grinding wheels are coated with emery, and this part of the work is, perhaps, the most delicate of all; indeed, it requires great skill and experience to perform it properly. The rapidity, however, with which it is done is not the least surprising part. Each machine has two wheels; one of these is for straight grinding, and during this process the pen is held length-wise as it laid on the wheel for an instant, when the work is done. The other wheel is for cross-grinding; that is to say, for grinding that part which is to form the nib; for this purpose the pen is layed cross-wise on the wheel; then, as before, in the briefest possible twinkling of the grinding wheel the operation is completed, the machines, at least, two thousand revolutions in a minute.

We next pass to the slitting- room. Here the nib is made. The machines which perform this operation have to be very carefully prepared. Two exceedingly delicate knives are fixed in the press, a pen is placed in the groove, and the handle of the press pulled, and lo! the slitting is effected with the utmost accuracy. This was to us one of the most interesting parts of the work. After the slit has been made you could write with the pen; in fact, the next two operations are required not so much for utility as for beautifying and making the article pleasant to look at. The first of these processes is called colouring. After the pen has been cut, side-slit, pierced, annealed, marked, embossed, raised, hardened, tempered, cleaned, ground, and slit, it is placed in another cylinder, and turned slowly over a fire. The operation is performed by hand, and it requires considerable experience to hit the exact moment when the desired colour is obtained. Different tints are obtained by different degrees of heat; and it is a very pleasant thing to see the pens assuming various colours as the cylinder is made gently to revolve. By this simple means every variety of hue is obtained. The first produced is the well-known bronze; the bright blue, purple, and other tints are produced by a longer application of heat. After the colouring operation, the pens are varnished and dried over a stove, to prevent them form corroding, when they are ready to be put into boxes and sent into the world to discharge their peaceful mission among men.

We now have the pen complete. But of what use is the pen without a holder? This is also made in Messrs. Gillott's manufactory. Every process is performed here. In the yard lies the timber which has been turned into the neat variform holder. This is first cut into pieces of from six to ten feet in length, and then into slips of the required width and thickness. These slips are sometimes the width of four, and sometimes seven holders. These are next passed through a machine, which at first only half completes the work, but which at the second operation turns the slip out ready for being cut up into holders of the proper length. This machine is admirably adapted for its work, and has been patented by Messrs. GILLOTT. They are then passed through a machine, to mark them, and next taken to the varnishing machine, where, after a sponge has given the necessary polish, they pass over an endless band to dry - all these operations being performed with great rapidity. When varnished, they are cut to the proper lengths by a small circular saw.

The next process is a very interesting one. The holder, which is now of the length required, but is still only a short bit of varnished wood, is placed in a self-acting machine, which, at the same time, rounds off the top end, and clips or presses the other ready for the reception of the barrel of the pen. The spiral, the serpentine, and other ornamental designs with which the holders are frequently adorned, are made by a self-acting machine, through which they are passed; the tube which works the ornament being a kind of mould that, by the force of the pressure, produces its pattern on the wood. The machine by which this is done is another admirable specimen of the inventive skill applied to the various departments of this manufactory. If a broken holder should get into the tube there is no fear of accident or injury to the machine; on the slightest irregularity occurring a spring is touched, which causes the machine to remain inactive until the impediment is removed. Both of the last-mentioned processes are effected by self-acting machines, which have only to be supplied with work, and require no attendance until each job is executed. The holders are placed in their proper position; then one after another they slide into the groove, are taken through the machine, and, when finished, are dropped into a box of exactly their own length; and thus the work goes on and on until the box is full - each box containing about fifteen gross of holders.

We have now the pen and the holder ready for each other, and they are now only to be arranged for the market. Some are placed on cards, but the greater part are sent to the world in boxes. These boxes are also made on the establishment, and the work is simple, easy, and pleasant. Every reader is familiar with the many elegant designs which render some of these boxes so attractive. The mode of manufacture is, of course, similar to that used in workshops in which such articles alone are made, and of which a full description will be given in our papers devoted to that subject. We mention the matter here simply to show the completeness with which the work is done at the establishment we are now describing.

Before we leave the workshops we must bear our willing and hearty testimony to the care which is taken of the health of the persons employed by Messrs. GILLOTT. All the rooms are airy, light, lofty, well ventilated, and scrupulously clean. The utmost order and decorum reign everywhere. The girls are neatly and cleanly dressed, and their good taste is shown in the fact that in every window there are small trees and flowering plants, which, in the spring, summer, and autumn months, make their work-rooms almost like gardens for fragrance and beauty. Nothing can exceed the good effect which such kindly care must have on the workpeople. The sense of the importance of cleanliness is seen in every department. Even in those in which oil is used, as in the tempering and in the engineering branches of the business, there is neither stench nor dirt.

We may add here that all the girls are paid by the piece, and nothing more clearly illustrates the difference in their capacities than the difference in the amount of their earnings.

Nor should any one quit these works without spending a little time examining the three large cases of pens in the warehouse. The cases are covered with glass and in each of them there are upwards of three thousand pens. The pens are arranged in a very artistic manner, so as to produce a really pleasant effect. Here are pens of every kind and description, shape and make, size and colour. In one of these cases are specimens of the largest and the smallest pens that have been ever made. Some idea of the difference between these extremes may be formed when we mention that the smallest are just discernible by the naked eye, and that upwards of three million of these Liliputian instruments would be required to form the Brobdignagian one that is placed beside them.

It would be unjust were we to close this brief account of a manufactory which produces upwards of a hundred millions of pens in the course of each year, without expressing our earnest obligations to Messrs. GILLOTT for the great readiness with which they permitted us, without reserve, to witness all the processes, and to inquire into all the mysteries of their business, or without thanking specially Mr. H. Gilbert and Mr. W. R. Ward, by whom we were accompanied on our tour of inspection, and who with a patient anxiety to give us the fullest information, pointed out every part of the manufacture, even to its minutest detail.

from The Trades and Manufactories of Great Britain 1865

@ @ @   B18 Hockley/ Jewellery Quarter Vyse Street
 Charles Smith and Edwyn Pepper, Smith & Pepper opened a large factory (by jewellery standards) 1899 which closed 1980. Remarkably all the tools and machinery, benches and paperwork were left untouched until the building was restored as a working museum by the city council as the Jewellery Quarter Discovery Centre c1990, by 2000 the Museum of the Jewellery Quarter. In the square mile of the Jewellery Quarter are over 100 businesses involved in different aspects of the trade many still operating in original Victorian buildings; after World War 2 this was the densest industrial area in the country, and very likely still is.


@ @ @   B18 Hockley/ Jewellery Quarter Vyse Street/ Warstone Lane Corner
Former London & City Bank/ Midland Bank 1892 much altered though the original doorway remains ; in the tympanum is a relief of 3 figures, a female holding the bank’s coat-of-arms, a glassblower and a blacksmith against an urban scene. Above in a niche raised like a turret is a male figure holding a money pot and with a wallet at his belt personifying banking.


@ @ @   B19 Hockley Constitution Hill
 Grade II Listed buildings include Nos.1-7 odd c1880 terrace of shops in venetian gothic, 23&25, 27&29 Hen & Chickens public house, 31-51 odd, 32-42 Derwent Works, 106 White Horse Cellars public house.

@ @ @   B19 Hockley/ Lozells George Street
 New Hall Works c1860-1870 large factory with Queen Victoria’s coat of arms on top. Grade II


@ @ @   B19 Hockley Great Hampton Street
 The Pelican Works c1871 is surmounted by a large fierce pelican in white terracotta by an unknown sculptor.
 Nos.69-70 Great Hampton Works were built 1830 with rear courtyard buildings dating from the mid-19th century for Green and Cadbury's, pearl button manufacturers. They were restored 1997 by Birmingham Conservation Trust. Grade II.

@ @ @   B20 Lozells Nos.61-65 Villa Road
 Lloyds Bank Chambers Grade II


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Grosvenor Road
 Drews Mill 1886. This was John Drew’s 3rd flour mill; Drew’s 1st was Edgbaston Mill on Edgbaston Road after which he moved to Ward End Mill off Drews Lane to make his famous self-raising flour.


@ @ @   B29 Selly Oak Elliott Road
Sturge’s phosphorous factory established 1793 later Elliott’s Metal Co, established by W Elliott 1853 alongside the Worcester & Birmingham canal. Elliotts was taken over by ICI 1928 and most of the original buildings demolished. 


@ @ @   B42 Perry Barr/ Hamstead Baltimore Road
 Perry Barr Colliery/ Hamstead Colliery, the only coal mine within the city boundary; coal was mined at Sandwell Park Pit from 1875 and at Hamstead from 1883; these were thick seams at a depth of c50m. The seams were uneconomic after World War 2. A pumping station and water shaft are now on the site and virtually no trace of former mining survives except for the line of a colliery tramway visible as a slight hollow to the south of the raised pathway at Old Walsall Road. BSMR


@ @ @   B75 Sutton Coldfield Lindridge Road
 Archaeological evidence (concentration of brick fragments) strongly suggests a brick kiln here; four depressions in the field suggest infilled claypits. BSMR
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@ @ @   B1 City Centre Broad Street/ Granville Street
 Osler’s Glassworks: F & C Osler specialised in cut flint glass and supplied the crystal fountain for the Great Exhibition in London 1851 and a candelabra the Prophet Muhammed’s tomb in Mecca. They had a virtual world monopoly making glass eyes for dolls and for humans producing millions of eyes every year. No visible remains. BSMR


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Lancaster Street
 Josiah Mason improved inventor James Perry’s pen nib increasing production from 12 workers using 1 hundredweight of steel per week 1830 to 1000 workers using 3 tones of steel a week 1875. He sold his Lancaster Street pen factory to Perry 1875 having made a vast fortune.


@ @ @   B5 City Centre/ Digbeth Moat Lane
 The moated manor house of the de Birminghams had become a derelict eyesore; in 1816 the site was bought by the Streets Commissioners and opened the following year as a cattle market. The wholesale Fish Market opened 1869 in Bell Street (between the Bull Ring and New Street Station, now gone), demolished 1958. Smithfield Market, with a wholesale market for fruit and vegetables, a farmer’s market and Rag Market on Tuesdays and Saturdays, opened 1883 designed by the borough surveyor W Spooner Till; much extended 1892 and 1903. It was in red brick with round arches and good wrought-iron gates; the roof was supported on cast-iron columns and the style was generally neo-classical. It stood between Moat lane and Jamaica Row, a street which ran from Moat Lane/ Edgbaston Street to Cheapside and is now underneath the present Wholesale Market 1974. The Cattle and Pig Market opened in Digbeth 1892 with easy access to the railway; the City Meat Market and abattoir at the city end of Bradford Street opened 1897. The large complex of the Wholesale Markets first opened 1974 taking over the roles of the various other markets which were subsequently demolished. 


 @ @ @   B5 City Centre/ Digbeth Bradford Street
 The Meat Market was built 1895 by Essex, Nicol & Goodman in red brick with yellow brick dressings; it was in a neo-classical style and had a square tower. It stood on the corner of Bradford Street/ Sherlock Street, now under the Wholesale Markets.

BACK to Birmingham Medieval Market
 BACK to Birmingham Tudor Market
@ @ @   B5 City Centre/ Digbeth Bordesley Street/ New Canal Street/ Meriden Street
 William Sumner had a grocer’s and drug-store at the top of the Bull Ring 1820. His son John Sumner sold tea from his shop at Hutton House on the High Street opposite New Street (at present Waterstone’s book shop); and his son John expanded the business. He marketed a low-tannin tea made from only the tips of a Sri Lankan variety and advertised it for its medicinal properties as Typhoo Tipps 1903. The firm transferred to Castle Street off Birmingham High Street and in 1924 to a large building alongside the Birmingham & Fazeley Canal Digbeth Branch in Bordesley Street where 3000 tea-chests a week were delivered by canal from Sri Lanka. The building was severely damaged by a German bomb 1941 but rebuilt. The company became part of Cadbury Schweppes in the 1978 and subsequently moved to Moreton on Merseyside.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Lichfield Road/ Park Road
 Ansells Brewery: Joseph Ansell began supplying his malt to local public houses who generally brewed their own beer from 1857; from 1881 he and his sons began brewing their own beer to supply to pubs; they were enormously and quickly very successful. 1934 Ansells bought out the Holt Brewery and became a major national brewery. The brewery closed 1981, although a group of former Ansells workers subsequently set the Aston Manor Brewery in nearby Thimble Mill Lane.


@ @ @   B6 Aston New Town Chester Street
 Aston Glassworks is illustrated in VCH Wa7 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY. No visible remains. BSMR


@ @ @   B6 Aston New Town/ Nechells Chester Street
 Henry Sarson & Sons, Chester Street Glassworks, flint glass manufacturers. No visible remains. BSMR


@ @ @   B6 Witton/ Aston between Electric Avenue/ Deykin Avenue and Spaghetti Junction
 Kynoch’s Percussion Cap Works (later IMI) making gun cartridges founded by George Kynoch. After he absconded to South Africa in the late 19th century to avoid debts the company expanded into the production of brass, copper and steel castings. By the time the name was changed to ICI Metals 1929, it was producing goods from bicycles, paper, soap, and gas engines, and munitions during World War I. A stone memorial to the company's employees who died at the front is built into the gatehouse wall. ICI Metals later became IMI. The site is still industrial.


@ @ @   B7 Ashted/ Vauxhall Great Brooke Street/ Lawley Street (alongside the canal south of Ashted Circus)
 Belmont Glassworks 1815 - no visible remains.


@ @ @   B7 Vauxhall Dartmouth Street Middleway/ Heneage Street (north-west corner)
 Victoria Glassworks 1839 James Stephens & Son manufactured flint, ruby and coloured glass, R Mansfield in 1845 - no visible remains. BSMR


@ @ @   B7 Vauxhall/ Nechells Dartmouth Middleway
 Union Glassworks. No visible remains. BSMR


@ @ @   B7 Vauxhall/ Nechells Windsor Street
 glassworks - no visible remains. BSMR


@ @ @   B8 Saltley north of High Street Saltley Trading Estate
 Joseph Wright was a coach-builder and stagecoach owner who set up Saltley Carriage Works 1844, by 1862 the Metropolitan Carriage & Wagon Company (later Metro-Cammell) employing 1200 workers, capitalised on the railway boom and produced rolling stock for home and for export. Wright Road commemorates him.


@ @ @   B8/ B9 Bordesley/ Saltley Arden Road
 The Britannia Works produced railway rolling stock on a site north of the Birmingham-London railway by the 1860s. No visible remains - site presently used for reclaiming building hard-core.


@ @ @   B8 Saltley/ Washwood Heath Common Lane
 The Midland Works 1860s was built between Warren Road and the Birmingham-Derby railway. 


@ @ @   B10/ B11 Small Heath Armoury Road
 Birmingham Small Arms Company/ BSA was founded 1862 initially by a group of 16 firms intent on mechanising the manufacture of guns. A large 2-3 storey building in italianate style by T W Goodman was built up covering an area of 3 hectares; Small Heath & Sparkbrook Station was built 1863 on the Birmingham & Oxford (Great Western) Railway to service the factory. From 1880 bicycles were made here. The BSA made 2500 rifles a week for the British army during the Boer War and the building was extended 1915 to allow increased production of rifles for World War 1, some 10 000 Lee Enfields a week. Before 1914 BSA produced motorcycles and then cars. The newer end of the BSA was hit twice by German bombs on 19 November 1941 and the original block was hit two nights later. 53 workers were killed and not all their bodies were recovered; they were buried beneath the new building. BSA transferred munitions manufacture to other Birmingham plants. Armoury Road was used for motorbike manufacture after the war; closed c1980 and demolished after 1983.


@ @ @   B11 Sparkhill/ Greet/ Tyseley Formans Lane
 Very extensive claypits and brickworks lay east of the River Cole between Formans Lane and Weston Road during the late 19th century; out of use by the 1920s and infilled. Burbury’s brickworks was west of the River Cole on the Riddings Field of Greet Farm; out of use by the 1950s and infilled with industrial waste. Much of Sparkbrook and Sparkhill was built of brick from these sites.

@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Mary Street/ Hollycot Gardens
 site of Balsall Heath Glassworks on OS map 1888. No visible remains. BSMR


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Mary Street/ Wenman Street
 South of the site of Heath Mount School was the Imperial Ropery owned by Watton & Sellers from c1849 until 1908. A factory building fronted Mary Street with the rope walk stretching up to Wenman Street; the firm’s offices were in Edgbaston Street. 


@ @ @   B12 Highgate Highgate Street/ Horton Square 
 Harrisons Brickworks were bought by brickmaker and builder William Charley before 1875; clay was mined at the brickworks and at other local sites and the bricks used to build new housing developments in Balsall Heath.


@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath Kings Road/ Grove Road
 Much of Kings Heath was built from local clay fired at brickworks between Kings Road and Grove Road.

@ @ @   B16 Ladywood Freeth Street
 Osler’s Icknield Glassworks were there by 1857, last known 1923. No visible remains. BSMR


@ @ @   B18 Hockley/ Newtown Great King Street
 Joseph Lucas was originally a paraffin seller who bought the patent for the Tom Bowling ship’s lamp which he began to make at a little workshop in Little King Street. In1878 he began to make cycle lamps just as the cycling craze took off, and soon moved to a new factory in Great King Street North. Joseph Lucas is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque on the front of Three Star House in Carver Street.

Will Thorne, founder of the National Union of General and Municipal Workers was commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque. However, the building was demolished in the last years of the 20th century and the plaques location is now unkown.

@ @ @   B19 Lozells Brearley Street
 site of Elkington’s electro-plating factory

@ @ @   B19 Lozells/ Handsworth Terrace Road/ Villa Road/ Soho Hill 
 A small watch-case factory stood behind properties on Terrace Road and Villa Road 1887; by 1937 the Dennison Works occupied the whole site between the three roads. BSMR


@ @ @   B21 Handsworth Booth Street/ Brewery Street
 Belle View Brewery 1887. No visible remains. BSMR


@ @ @   B21 Handsworth Soho Road/ Louise Road 
 brewery 1887. No visible remains. BSMR


@ @ @   B21 Handsworth Soho Road/ Thornhill Road
 Haines’ Rope Walk closed c1914


@ @ @   B23 Erdington Six Ways
 brickworks south-west of Six Ways on a site now cut through by the railway, shown on the 1834 OS map but not on the 1881 edition


@ @ @   B24 Erdington Holly Lane/ Woodacre Road
 Nocks Brickworks used local clay dug on site from 1878 until 1965 when the clay ran out; many local houses are built with Nocks bricks as is also Fort Dunlop.


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green Highfield Road/ Webb Lane junction (east side)
 Smithy very likely older than Victorian - operational until c1930; demolished for 2 bungalows 1956.


@ @ @   B30 Bournville Elm Road
 brickworks there certainly by 1857, substantial by 1904. No visible remains. BSMR


@ @ @   B30 Bournville/ Stirchley Clonmel Road
 brass foundry by 1904, Bournville Stamping Works by 1927. BSMR


@ @ @   B30 Kings Norton The Green
 Edwin Shephard, wheelwright/ blacksmiths business adjacent to the Bulls Head 1877-1899 transferred to Alpha Farm on Wharf Road (west end/ north side). Edwin’s son Fred continued the business until 1960 after which the farm buildings were demolished when the City Council bought the land for housing. (Illustration Caswell 1997 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY)


@ @ @   B30 Stirchley by the Worcester & Birmingham canal
 Nettlefold & Chamberlain screw works


@ @ @   B31 Longbridge Longbridge Lane

 White & Pike’s was a printing factory originally of Moor Street in the city centre; the Longbridge factory produced colour-printed tin boxes; in 1905 the buildings were bought by Herbert Austin for the manufacture of cars, now the Longbridge plant.

@ @ @   B42 Perry Barr Aldridge Road/ Wellhead Lane
 Meade’s Brewery was here until 1914 and took its water supply from the natural spring after which the lane is named.


@ @ @   B42 Hamstead Richmond Croft
 brickworks with claypits and kilns shown on 1885 OS map, greatly expanded by 1937. No visible remains. BSMR


@ @ @   B75 Sutton Coldfield Vincent Road
 brickworks with claypit and kilns 1887, still there 1913. No visible remains. BSMR


@ @ @   B75 Sutton Coldfield Withy Hill Road
 brick and tile works with claypit and kilns 1887, expanded by 1913. No visible remains. BSMR
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Railways - Introduction

In 1784 William Murdock made a working model of a self-propelled steam engine, the first in the world; it is now in Birmingham Museum. However, he was not encouraged to develop it by his employer Matthew Boulton. The first full-size steam railway locomotive was built and run by Richard Trevithick in Cornwall 1804. Short railways using horses, stationary steam engines and later, steam locomotives were used industrially especially at coal mines. But the first line to carry passengers was the Stockton-Darlington Railway 1825 which operated using a mixture of horses, stationary engines and Robert Stephenson’s ‘Locomotion.’

The first line to use only self-propelled steam locomotives was the Manchester-Liverpool line 1830 running Stephenson’s ‘Rocket.’ It was a great financial success and provoked a rush of applications to parliament for similar projects around the country. During the 1830s-40s railway-mania a great many individual lines were built and by 1850 the bulk of the mainline network of England was laid. Company amalgamations allowed more efficient through-services; the earliest important one resulted in the Midland Railway 1844 which included the Birmingham-Derby and Birmingham-Gloucester railways. The Grand Junction (Liverpool-Birmingham) and London-Birmingham railways amalgamated 1846 to form LNWR London & North-Western Railway.

Early lines were long-distance and intended largely for freight, but as the 19th century progressed commuter stations and later commuter lines were built which encouraged housing and industrial development nearby.

Because of the speed of rail travel the effect on turnpikes and canal trade was disastrous: turnpikes lost trade very quickly after the opening of competing rail routes and were often unable to meet their costs. Nationally long-distance canal traffic diminished as rapidly. However, in Birmingham successful arrangements between the Midland Railway and the Worcester & Birmingham Canal, and especially between the Birmingham Canal Navigations and the London & North-Western Railway brought goods locally by canal to canal-rail interchanges for longer-distance transportation.

Although many goods yards, sidings and factory branches have gone, Birmingham’s extensive 19th-century railway system remains largely intact. Only the Harborne line and Halesowen branch no longer exist; the rest of the system is still very much in use. All track and signalling has been renewed over the years, local signal boxes have disappeared due to centralisation and almost all station buildings have been replaced or altered, but most of the original fabric remains with little alteration, cuttings, embankments, viaducts and bridges.
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1837 The Grand Junction Railway
1838 London & Birmingham Railway
1842 Birmingham & Derby Railway
1840 Birmingham & Gloucester Railway
1852 Birmingham, Wolverhampton & Stour Valley Railway
1852 Birmingham & Oxford Railway
1854 Birmingham, Wolverhampton & Dudley Railway
1862 Sutton Coldfield Branch Line
1874 Harborne Railway
1876 Birmingham West Suburban Railway
1879 Wolverhampton & Walsall Railway to Water Orton
1882 Aston-Stechford Loop
1883 Halesowen Railway
1888 Perry Barr-Soho Loop
1907 North Warwickshire Line
The Grand Junction Railway 1837

Birmingham-Liverpool
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This railway was proposed immediately after the opening of Stephenson’s Stockton-Darlington line 1825 but due to opposition from the canal lobby the bill was not passed until 1833 and the line not opened until 1837. George Stephenson was initially the surveyor then engineer Joseph Locke. From Birmingham the route follows the Rea valley downstream, then the Tame valley upstream, its route here determined largely by opposition from the owners of Perry Hall and Aston Hall having the line cross their land. A local engineering feat is the 28-arch Vauxhall Viaduct across the Rea to Curzon Street - Grade II Listed. The Grand Junction was not only the first trunk line in the world but also the first long distance line (78 miles) to be all opened at the same time, previous routes having opened in stages. The Royal Mail was first carried between Liverpool and Manchester 1830; mail was carried on the Grand Junction from 1837 and in 1838 the world’s first mobile postal sorting began between Vauxhall and Liverpool. The Grand Junction and London-Birmingham railways amalgamated 1846 to form LNWR London & North-Western Railway.

At an early hour on Tuesday morning, the town of Birmingham was in a state of great commotion and excitement, owing to the public opening of the Grand Junction Railway. Soon after five o'clock the streets leading in the direction of Vauxhall, where the Company's temporary station is situated, were crowded with persons of all ranks anxious to be witnesses of the first public travelling on this most important line of railway communication.
On the Saturday and Monday preceding, six engines and a great number of carriages had arrived preparatory to the commencement of general business ; and on the latter day another experimental trip was made by the Directors, bringing two carriages and thirty-six passengers, the whole distance from Liverpool to Birmingham (97¼ miles) in three hours and seventeen minutes. These performances increased the curiosity of the public, and coupled with the novelty of the sight in the midland counties, drew thousands of spectators to the neighbourhood of the railway station. The Company's intended station-house and warehouses, adjoining the London and Birmingham station in the centre of the town, are not yet built, the neighbourhood of Vauxhall is therefore occupied as a mere temporary station. By six o'clock in the morning, the bridge which crosses the railway at its entrance into the station yard, and indeed, every eminence in that commanded the least view of the line, was covered with persons awaiting the starting of the carriages. The embankments of the several excavations, and even the valleys through which the railway alternately "winds its way," between Birmingham and Wolverhampton, were likewise covered with admiring spectators ; indeed in the neighbourhood of Bescot Bridge, James's Bridge, and Willenhall, adjacent to the iron and coal districts, the crowd was, if possible, still more dense than in the suburbs of Birmingham. 

At seven o'clock precisely, the bell rang, and the opening train, drawn by the Wildfire engine, commenced moving. The train consisted of eight carriages, all of the first-class, and bearing the following names: - The Greyhound, the Swallow, the Liverpool and Birmingham Mail, the Celerity, the Umpire, the Statesman, and the Birmingham and Manchester Mails. The train started slowly, but, upon emerging from the yard, speedily burst off at a rapid race. To those who for the first time witnessed such a scene, it was peculiarly exciting, and the immense multitude, as far as the eye could reach, gave expression to their admiration by loud and long-continued huzzas, and the waving of hats and handkerchiefs. Having in some degree escaped the multitude, power was laid on, and from Perry Barr to Newton-road, the speed could not be less than from thirty to thirty-five miles the hour. The carriages are of the most elegant description. Those of the first-class were divided into three compartments, each compartment accommodating six passengers. In the mails, one compartment is convertible into a bed-carriage. The whole of this class are most superbly fitted up, and equal, if not superior, to the great majority of private carriages. 

At half-past eight o'clock, a train of the second class set out amidst similar demonstrations of admiration to those called forth by the first, after the departure of which the chief object of attraction was the arrival of the first train from Liverpool.
The Birmingham Journal  4 July 1837

@ @ @   B2 City Centre New Street - New Street Station was built 1852-4 on 3 hectares of the Froggery slums by LNWR London & North-Western Railway with access for the Midland Railway and was the terminus for Liverpool and London trains. It replaced the Curzon Street stations. Its original entrance was at the junction of Navigation Street/ Lower Temple Street. When built it had the biggest roof in the world.

Queens Hotel built 1854 in italianate style by William Livock for LNWR facing Stephenson Street was enlarged early 1880s, extended 1911, 1917; demolished 1964-7.

From this time Stephenson Place was taken as the centre of Birmingham, road distances being measured from here. Its junction with New Street was named Queens Corner in commemoration of Queen Victoria’s visit 1887; a commemorative inscription can be seen high up on the corner building opposite the former Midland Bank by W H Ward 1879.

The Midland Railway side (south side) of the station was extended 1885 and the station extended and altered several times subsequently. By 1900 New Street had more trains and connections to more destinations than any other station in Britain and this is still the case. The station was hit by German bombs a number of times during World War 2. It was completely rebuilt with an innovative 4ha indoor shopping centre above linked to the Bull Ring Shopping Centre (now the Pallasades) 1964-7 which stands on more than 200 reinforced concrete columns. The new signal box by Bicknell & Hamilton 1966 replaced 64 manual boxes and covers 85 route miles; 12 below-ground platforms cater for c600 trains and c60 000 passengers a day.

@ @ @   The South Tunnels 245m (actually on the east side, though heading south to London) take the London, Liverpool and Derby lines and the Birmingham & Gloucester Railway under B2 High Street, Moor Street Queensway, Moor Street, Birmingham-Oxford line and emerge at B5 Paternoster Row, then pass under Park Street, over Fazeley Street, New Canal Street, Andover Street, by viaduct over Digbeth Branch canal to meet the line out of Curzon Street near Proof House Junction.

@ @ @   B4/ B7 Digbeth Curzon Street - Birmingham Station 1838 was the Grand Junction station for Liverpool before New Street Station was built. It fronted Curzon Street and stood alongside the Birmingham-London terminus which still stands. The last remains of railway buildings were demolished 1971, though the lower half of pilastered walls can be still seen in Curzon Street.

@ @ @   The Birmingham-London line 1838 leaves the Liverpool line at the junction after Curzon Street, Proof House Junction.

@ @ @   B5 Banbury Street Station was a temporary platform on the LNWR circular line via Soho Loop.

@ @ @   over River Rea and Digbeth Branch Canal

@ @ @   Vauxhall Viaduct/ Lawley Street Viaduct 1837 in brick over B4/ B7 Lawley Middleway, River Rea and Digbeth Branch Canal - Locke’s 1837 Birmingham Viaduct Grade II Listed, 28 arches has a viaduct built on top of it 1852 to raise it to the level of New Street Station. Lawley Street Station on the LNWR Soho Loop line opened 1854, closed 1869.

@ @ @   under B7 Vauxhall Northumberland Street

@ @ @   over B7 Vauxhall Erskine Street

@ @ @   B7 Vauxhall/ Duddeston - Vauxhall Station just south of the present station was the original temporary terminus 1837 and Birmingham’s first railway station, though visible remains of original building are doubtful. The first public train pulled by the locomotive Wildfire left Vauxhall for Liverpool on 4 July 1837 at 7 am (it had arrived from Liverpool the previous day) and arrived 4 hours later. Duddeston Station at Duddeston Mill Road a little to the south replaced it 1869.

@ @ @   Duddeston Wagon Works - the original engine sheds remain west of the present station platforms - Locally Listed Grade B.

On both sides of the line until early 1960s were goods sidings bounded by Erskine Street, Vauxhall Road, Great Francis Street, Duddeston Mill Road, Dollman Street.

@ @ @   under B7 Duddeston Great Francis Road/ Duddeston Mill Road. The stone wall running between the railway and Melvina Road is made of red sandstone dug from the cutting.

@ @ @   over B7 Nechells Green Nechells Parkway/ Saltley Road

@ @ @   under B7 Nechells Saltley Road - Bloomsbury & Nechells Station opened on the north side of Saltley Road as part of the LNWR Soho Loop 1856, closed 1869.

@ @ @   under B7 Nechells Nechells Park Road - A branch north of St Clements Road was made 1899 into Saltley gas works.

@ @ @   under B7 Nechells Long Acre (Longacre)

@ @ @   Aston Junction with Aston-Stechford Loop 1882 at B7 Nechells/ Aston Holborn Hill opposite Plume Street. Opposite Long Acre, Butlin Street, Malvern Hill Road were sidings and engine sheds.

@ @ @   former junction with LNWR Windsor Street Branch 1880 closed 1970 just south of Aston-Stechford junction. It crossed Thimble Mill Lane at Cheston Road (Walter Street goods yard lay between Cheston Road and Walter Street), crossed Rocky Lane at Walter Street (bridge abutments still exist) and Avenue Road into the goods station which lay between Avenue Close, Avenue Road and Rupert Street, with branches into Nechells gas works on a site bounded by Windsor Street, Chester Street, Avenue Road and Rupert Street.

@ @ @   Grade II Listed stone-faced Aston Viaduct 1837 4 arches by J Locke over Birmingham & Fazeley Canal

@ @ @   and over B6 Aston Lichfield Road at Holborn Hill - this bridge replaced by iron girder bridge 1906 to allow for double-deck trams; bridge replaced again when the Lichfield Road was widened for dual carriageway 1998. BSMR

@ @ @   B6 Aston Lichfield Road - Aston Station 1854

@ @ @   over B6 Aston Aston Hall Road - here was originally a small brick round-arched bridge later replaced with an iron girder bridge to allow for road widening.

@ @ @   under B6 Aston Aston Expressway A38M viaduct

@ @ @   B6 Witton Witton Lane - Witton Station
@ @ @   over B6 Witton Witton Lane

@ @ @   under B20/ B42 Perry Barr Wellhead Lane

@ @ @   under B20/ B42 Perry Barr Birchfield Road

@ @ @   B20/ B42 Perry Barr Birchfield Road - Perry Barr Station 1838. BSMR

@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Wood - Lea Hall Junction (east on the Grand Junction is Perry Barr Station Junction, west is Perry Barr North Junction) where the Perry Barr-Soho Loop 1887 joins the Grand Junction with the Birmingham, Wolverhampton & Stour Valley Railway (New Street-Wolverhampton).

@ @ @   under B20 Handsworth Wood near Bramley Drive

@ @ @   over River Tame near B20 Handsworth Wood near Austin Way between Cherry Orchard Recreation Ground and Perry Hall Playing Fields

@ @ @   B20/ B42 Hamstead Old Walsall Road/ Rocky Lane - Hamstead Station 1862. Incorrectly named Great Barr station when opened and retaining the name until the1970s when the station was rebuilt. 

@ @ @   over River Tame at B43 Newton Sandwell Valley Country Park

@ @ @   under B43 Newton Newton Road - Newton Road Station 1838, closed 1945

@ @ @   B20/ B43 Ray Hall under M5 viaduct at Junction 8

 - then via Tame Bridge Station, Bescot Station, by-passing Wolverhampton and via Stafford, Crewe and Warrington to Newton-le-Willows where the line joins the Liverpool-Manchester Railway built 1830.
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This line authorised by parliament 1833 and engineered by George and Robert Stephenson, took 20 000 men 5 years to build and includes 18 tunnels. It did not follow a river valley and required a deep cut through Saltley and Yardley ridges with embankments to Marston Green. The 100-mile journey took 5 hours. The London-Birmingham and Grand Junction (Liverpool-Birmingham) railways amalgamated 1846 to form LNWR London & North-Western Railway.

@ @ @   B2 City Centre New Street - New Street Station was built 1852-4 by the LNWR to become the terminus for London and Liverpool trains.

@ @ @   South Tunnels 245m take the London and Derby lines under B2 High Street, Moor Street Queensway, Moor Street, Birmingham-Oxford line and emerges before B5 Park Street; the line passes under Park Street, over Fazeley Street, New Canal Street, Andover Street, viaduct over Digbeth Branch canal, to meet the line out of Curzon Street near Proof House Junction.

@ @ @   B4/ B7 New Canal Street/ Curzon Street - Birmingham Station later Curzon Street Station 1838. This Grade I Listed building, hotel, offices and booking hall in neo-classical style by Philip Hardwick was designed to be impressive; it had its counterpart in the Euston Arch London also by Hardwick, now demolished. It is a 3-storey square stone-faced building fronted by four massive Ionic pillars and originally had 2-storey arched gateways on either side; inside the central hall is open to the roof. It is the oldest railway building in the world still in situ. It was built opposite the Grand Junction terminus on the other side of Curzon Street and known as Birmingham Station until New Street Station opened 1852. The station closed to passengers 1893 and was used as a goods depot until 1964. The terminal building was saved from demolition by the City Council 1978, renovated and is now offices. On the opposite side of Curzon Street (Millennium Point site) stood the North-West Goods Depot at Grosvenor Street – the railway warehouses and stables were Locally Listed Grade B but were demolished to make way for Millennium Point. BSMR

@ @ @   B5 near Banbury Street - Proof House Junction with the Grand Junction line to Liverpool

@ @ @   B7 Vauxhall Robert Stephenson’s Lawley Viaduct over Lawley Middleway Grade II Listed

@ @ @   B8/ B9 Bordesley - under Birmingham-Derby line 1842

@ @ @   junction with Birmingham-Gloucester line 1841

@ @ @   over B8/ B9 Bordesley Midland Street

@ @ @   over Saltley-Curzon Street loop 1851

@ @ @   under B8 Saltley Bordesley Green Road

@ @ @   B8 Saltley Bordesley Green Road - Adderley Park Station 1860

@ @ @   under B8/ B9 Saltley/ Little Bromwich Bridge Road/ Pretoria Road

@ @ @   under B8/ B9 Saltley/ Little Bromwich footbridge between Churchill Road and Ludlow Road

@ @ @   under B8 Alum Rock Belchers Lane

@ @ @   over River Cole

@ @ @   over B33 Stechford Albert Road

@ @ @   Stechford Junction with Aston-Stechford loop 1882

@ @ @   B33 Stechford Station Road - Stechford Station 1844

@ @ @   under B33 Stechford Station Road - this was originally a level crossing and not built as a ramp and bridge until 1865.

@ @ @   under B33 Stechford Hill House Lane

@ @ @   under B33 Stechford Church Road

@ @ @   over B33 Lea Hall Crossfield Road

@ @ @   B33 Lea Hall Lea Hall Road - Lea Hall Station 1937

@ @ @   under B33 Lea Hall Lea Hall Road/ Lea Village

@ @ @   under B33 Lea Hall Lea Village/ East Meadway

@ @ @   over B33 Tile Cross Mackadown Lane

@ @ @   over B33 Tile Cross/ Sheldon The Radleys

@ @ @   over Hatchford Brook

@ @ @   B37 Marston Green Station Road/ Elmdon Lane - Marston Green Station
@ @ @   under B37 Marston Green Land Lane

@ @ @   under B37 Marston Green Newlands Lane

@ @ @   over Low Brook

@ @ @   under B37 Elmdon Bickenhill Lane

@ @ @   Birmingham International Station/ NEC

@ @ @   under B92 Bickenhill Coventry Road near Church Lane

then via Hampton-in-Arden, Coventry and Rugby to London Euston.
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Authorised 1836 the Derby line opened 1839 into Curzon Street via Hampton-in-Arden on the London line. Due to high tolls and traffic delays the company built their own line along the Tame and Rea valleys to a new Derby Station in Lawley Street 1842. This was 15m below the level of the Curzon Street and facilities were made to hoist wagons up to the junction of the London and Liverpool lines at Curzon Street until the Saltley-Curzon Street loop was built 1851. Also known as the Tame Valley Railway, this and the Birmingham-Gloucester line became part of the Midland Railway 1846.

@ @ @   B7 Vauxhall Lawley Street Middleway (opposite Montague Street) – the site of Derby Station 1842. The Midland Railway was formed by an amalgamation of the Birmingham & Derby and the Birmingham & Gloucester whose trains ran into Curzon Street. A loop was made to take the Derby line into Curzon Street 1851 when Lawley Street Station closed to passengers and became a freight depot.

@ @ @   The line from Lawley Street joins the London line on the present route into New Street 1854 at B8/ B9 Bordesley Landor Street/ Midland Street.

@ @ @   B8 Duddeston north of Clare Avenue - at Bordesley Junction the line meets a spur from the Birmingham-Gloucester railway 1864; the two companies amalgamated 1846 as the Midland Railway.

@ @ @   under B8 Duddeston Duddeston Mill Road - This was a level crossing until 1875 when the road was lowered; flooding by the River Rea regularly caused problems until culverting 1909. In the triangle between Landor Street and Adderley Street were extensive sidings, goods yards and factory branches including Saltley gas works.

@ @ @   under B7/ B8 Saltley Saltley Viaduct 1895 (previously a level crossing)

@ @ @   B7/ B8 Saltley Saltley Viaduct - Saltley Station 1854, closed 1968. North of the station were Washwood Heath sidings 1877 between Arley Road and Heartlands Way, with access to Metro-Cammell Warren Road/ Common Lane and sidings (still extant) north and west of Common Lane. Much of this land was cleared in the late 1980s for light industry.

@ @ @   under B7/ B8 Washwood Heath Aston Church Road

@ @ @   under B8/ B24 Bromford Heartlands Way 1998

@ @ @   over River Tame at Bromford Bridge - Bromford Forge Station opened 1842, closed 1843; reopened 1896 as Bromford Bridge Station to serve Bromford Bridge Racecourse 1895 now Bromford Estate, closed 1965 with the racecourse.

@ @ @   under M6 viaduct at B36 Bromford Bridge Bromford Lane

@ @ @   under B35/ B36 Castle Vale/ Castle Bromwich Chester Road at Cadbury Drive - Castle Bromwich Station 1841 (closed). The British Industries Fair BIF exhibition centre stood alongside the railway north-west of the station; in 1933 for the BIF annual fair the first diesel train in the country arrived on its maiden run from Euston.

@ @ @   junction with Walsall-Water Orton railway 1879

then via Water Orton, Tamworth and Burton-on-Trent to Derby.
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Authorised 1836, the line engineer was Capt W S Moorsom. The line from Gloucester reached a temporary terminus at Camp Hill 1840 and Curzon Street Station 1841. From 1854 New Street Station was used. A notable feature of the line is the Lickey incline at Blackwell which rises towards Birmingham at 1:37 over 2 miles, the steepest gradient on any mainline in Britain. Extra steam engines were kept at Bromsgrove to assist trains up the incline; modern diesels have no difficulty. This was the only early railway to use American locomotives, bought in the belief that they would cope better on the steep Lickey gradient. Rowland Hill’s Penny Post was introduced 10 January 1840; one year later the B&G began to carry the Royal Mail.

The Midland Railway took over the Birmingham-Derby line and Birmingham-Gloucester railway 1844. The line was used as a circular commuter route 1885 to Lifford and back to New Street along the Birmingham West Suburban line BWSR. When the BWSR was made double-track 1885 it became the Midland Railway’s mainline route from Bristol and Gloucester, the B&G being used only for local services and freight. It is now used only for freight and diverted traffic.

@ @ @   B4/ B7 New Canal Street/ Curzon Street - Curzon Street Station
@ @ @   B8/ B9 Vauxhall Lawley Middleway/ Landor Street - the Gloucester line leaves the London and Derby lines at Grand Junction, formerly Gloucester Junction.

@ @ @   bridge over the London line

@ @ @   over B8/ B9 Vauxhall Garrison Street

@ @ @   B9 Bordesley near Wolseley Street - St Andrews Junction: a loop was built northwards to join the Derby line at Bordesley Junction (Clare Avenue) enabling Midland Railway traffic to avoid congestion at New Street Station.

@ @ @   bridge over Grand Union Canal

@ @ @   under B9 Bordesley Garrison Lane

@ @ @   under B9 Bordesley St Andrews Street West

@ @ @   under B9 Bordesley Emmeline Street

@ @ @   under B9/ B10 Bordesley Coventry Road/ Arthur Street

@ @ @   over B10 Small Heath Small Heath Highway

@ @ @   over Birmingham-Oxford line 1852

@ @ @   over Grand Union Canal

@ @ @   over B11 Sparkbrook Sampson Road North

@ @ @   over B11 Sparkbrook Stratford Street

@ @ @   over B11 Sparkbrook Stratford Road

@ @ @   B12 Camp Hill/ Highgate John Kempe Way off Camp Hill Middleway - Camp Hill Station was the temporary terminus until the line reached Curzon Street Station 1841. The old station then became a goods depot, closed 1966.

@ @ @   over B11/ B12 Highgate/ Sparkbrook Kyrwicks Lane

@ @ @   over B11/ B12 Highgate/ Sparkbrook Highgate Place

@ @ @   over B11/ B12 Highgate/ Sparkbrook Montepellier Street - Camp Hill & Balsall Heath Station 1897 (Camp Hill Station from 1904) was opened at the junction of the old line to Camp Hill goods yard and the loop to Curzon Street. Closed 1941.

@ @ @   bridge over B11/ B12 Highgate/ Balsall Heath Highgate Road - the bridge was widened and the road lowered to accommodate double-decker trams for a never-to-be-built inner-circle tram route c1900.

@ @ @   over B12 Balsall Heath Ombersley Road

@ @ @   over B12 Balsall Heath St Pauls Road

@ @ @   over B12 Balsall Heath Clifton Road

@ @ @   over B12 Balsall Heath Runcorn Road

@ @ @   bridge widened 1924 over B12 Balsall Heath Brighton Road - Brighton Road Station 1874 closed 1941

@ @ @   over B13 Moseley Woodbridge Road (The wooden bridge lasted till 1908.) - Moseley Station 1867, bomb damage 1940-1941, closed 1941.

@ @ @   B13 Moseley St Marys Row/ Wake Green Road - Moseley Tunnel 150m long was the first part of a railway to built in Birmingham. Sand and gravel from the excavation was used to make Balsall Heath embankment. Although a tunnel was specified in parliament’s authorisation to protect St Mary’s Church from vibration and noise, the directors pressed ahead with a less expensive cutting. Local people went to the Court of Chancery and the company were compelled to fill in the cutting as a tunnel; it is believed to be the first railway tunnel made in this way.

@ @ @   under B13/ B14 Kings Heath Alcester Road/ High Street - named Queensbridge in honour of Victoria’s accession 1837. Kings Heath Station 1840 was called Moseley until 1867 when Moseley Station opened. Closed 1941, buildings survived until 1970s.

@ @ @   under B13/ B14 Kings Heath Dads Lane/ Avenue Road; the original cast-iron girder bridge was replaced 1932 to double the width of the roadway underneath.

@ @ @   bridge 1928 under B13/ B14 Kings Heath Cartland Road - Hazelwell Station 1904 had a ticket office on the bridge; closed 1941. Cartland Road bridge was rebuilt to twice the size 1928.

@ @ @   under B14/ B30 Kings Heath/ Stirchley Vicarage Road/ Fordhouse Lane Pineapple Bridge; rebuilt to twice the width by 1930.

@ @ @   over B14/ B30 Lifford River Rea near Dacer Close

@ @ @   over B30 Lifford Worcester & Birmingham Canal

@ @ @   over B30 Lifford Lifford Lane - Lifford Station opened 1840, closed 1844, reopened 1885, closed 1940. There was also a Lifford Station on the BWSR Birmingham West Suburban Line at B30 Cotteridge Lifford Lane/ Melchett Road opened 1876, closed 1885 when the Birmingham & Gloucester Lifford Station reopened with access to both routes into Birmingham.

@ @ @   At Lifford East Junction a loop heads north to join the BWSR at Lifford West Junction.

@ @ @   At Kings Norton Junction a loop 1892 leaves after Lifford Lane to join the Birmingham & West Suburban Line 1876 at Rowheath Road. A circular service from New Street was provided by these two lines 1892-1941.

@ @ @   under B30/ B38 Cotteridge Pershore Road South/ Wingate Close

@ @ @   under B30/ B38 Cotteridge Station Road - Kings Norton Station 1849 - original station buildings survive with the stationmaster’s cottage nearby. There was a level crossing here until before World War 2 when a footbridge was erected.

@ @ @   over B30/ B31 Kings Norton/ Popes Lane

@ @ @   under B31 Northfield Wychall Lane

@ @ @   over B31 Northfield Church Hill/ West Heath Road

@ @ @   over B31 Northfield Station Road - Northfield Station 1869

@ @ @   over B31 Northfield Quarry Lane/ Coleys Lane

@ @ @   over the River Rea

@ @ @   over B31 Northfield Hawkesley Mill Lane/ The Mill Walk

@ @ @   under B31 Longbridge Longbridge Lane - Longbridge Station 1978. The branch to Longbridge Rover factory is the surviving remnant of the independent Halesowen Railway 1883 built primarily to supply coal to Droitwich saltworks. It became owned jointly by Great Western and Midland Railway and closed under Beeching 1963. (The original Longbridge Station on the Halesowen branch opened 1840, closed 1849, site now inside Longbridge works.)

South of Halesowen Junction platforms were built 1917 to serve the Longbridge plant but were out of use by 1929.

@ @ @   Cofton Cutting was originally built as a tunnel.

@ @ @   under B31 Longbridge Groveley Lane

@ @ @   over B45 Cofton Hackett Cofton Church Lane

and via Barnt Green to Gloucester (and Bristol).

The long haul of the Lickey Incline at Blackwell running from Bromsgrove towards Birmingham necessitated extra locomotives which were kept at Bromsgrove to assist northbound trains.
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This line was authorised by parliament 1846 and built by an independent company set up by the London & Birmingham Company and the BCN, Birmingham Canal Navigations alongside the Birmingham Canal (Main Line). Designed and engineered by Robert Stephenson it linked New Street Station with Wolverhampton High Level. Although the line was called the Stour Valley Railway the extension along the Stour Valley to Stourbridge was never built. The line was leased to LNWR London & North-Western Railway who took over the company 1867. Before the North Tunnel was made into the west end of New Street Station this line terminated at Monument Lane Station (now Ladywood Middleway). The west portal of the tunnel is Grade II Listed.

@ @ @   B2 City Centre New Street Station was tunnelled through to the present site 1852 at the east end for the Liverpool and London lines and not long afterwards at the west end for through-traffic. The station was first known as Grand Central Station, afterwards Navigation Street Station before taking its present name. It was owned by LNWR but the south platforms were leased to Midland Railway.

@ @ @   North Tunnel 700m (sometimes Monument Lane Tunnel, and actually facing west) under B2 Navigation Street, B1 Swallow Street, Suffolk Queensway, Broad Street, Old Turn Junction Birmingham Canal emerging at B1/ B16 Ladywood St Vincent Street. Engine sheds stood at the north end of the tunnel, with a goods station and extensive good yards before Monument Lane Station. The semi-circular west portal 1846 by Robert Stephenson is Grade II Listed. BSMR

@ @ @   under B16/ B18 Ladywood Ladywood Middleway (formerly Monument Lane) - Monument Lane Station 1854 for passengers and goods, closed 1958. South of Monument Lane there was a short canal arm off the Birmingham canal, canalside wharves, and rail sidings providing transhipping facilities. The railway was used for fast long-distance hauls and the canals for shorter journeys.

@ @ @   under B16/ B18 Winson Green Dudley Road - former branch of Harborne Railway 1874

@ @ @   under B16/ B18 Winson Green Winson Green Road - Winson Green Station 1876, closed 1975

@ @ @   over B18/ B66 Birmingham Canal Soho loop near Clinton Street

@ @ @   Winson Green Junction with Perry Barr-Soho loop 1889 (east to north) linking to the Grand Junction, Birmingham-Liverpool line.

@ @ @   Soho Soapworks Junction with Perry Barr-Soho loop 1889 (west to north)

@ @ @   over Birmingham Canal Main Line at B66 Smethwick Avery Road

@ @ @   under B66 Smethwick Soho Street

and via Smethwick Rolfe Street Station, Dudley Port and Tipton to Wolverhampton.
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The Birmingham & Oxford Railway company was taken over by the Great Western Railway 1848 before the Oxford line was completed. Designed by Isambard Kingdom Brunel the line was laid in dual gauge, both broad (7 feet and quarter inch) and narrow (4 feet 8 and a half inches) to Oxford; a third rail to allow for broad-gauge through-trains was added from Oxford to Paddington 1861. Broad lost to narrow as the standard gauge and from 1868 all Snow Hill trains ran on standard gauge. Snow Hill to Paddington took 2 hours 45 minutes 1852.

@ @ @   B4 City Centre Colmore Row - Snow Hill Station was originally known as Birmingham Station, a wooden building 1852, named Snow Hill 1858, rebuilt in brick 1871 and as a large neo-classical building 1901. The ornate Great Western Hotel in front of the station facing Colmore Row was built 1863, demolished 1969. It did not prove popular and the company used much of the building as its own offices. Mainline services to Snow Hill were withdrawn 1967 when the electrified New Street-Euston route opened. The 1901 station building closed 1972 and was demolished 1977, although walls survive in Livery Street and a gateway with the GWR coat-of-arms. The Sun Alliance Building 1985 was built on the site of the station frontage and a new Snow Hill station was rebuilt to the rear and opened 1987. In the middle of St Chads Circus in Kennedy Gardens is a detailed mosaic showing the history of Snow Hill; 100 metres long and over 5 metres high it is one of the largest murals in the world.

See also Birmingham, Wolverhampton & Dudley Railway.
@ @ @   Snow Hill Tunnel was built as a deep cutting 1852, roofed 1874 and the Great Western Arcade built over it 1876 by W H Ward, 2 storeys with a round-arched arcade on the first floor; this was the first and probably the best arcade in the city. The original roof was destroyed by German bombs during World War 2; this fine arcade was restored 1984 by Douglas Hickman of the John Madin Design Group with a traditional modern chiming clock with 5 bells cast at Whitechapel foundry. Large relief sculptures by Birmingham-based architect William Ward at the Temple Row end represent Birmingham arts and sciences. Grade II Listed.

Snow Hill Tunnel closed 1968 and reopened 1987. The tunnel passes under B2 City Centre Colmore Row, Great Western Arcade, Temple Row, North Western Arcade, Corporation Street, Martineau Square, High Street, Carrs Lane, Moor Street Queensway and emerges alongside old Moor Street Station closed 1987 and at the new Moor Street opened 1987. 

Moor Street Station was built 1909 on the site of the old council Public Offices - it is Locally Listed Grade A. The goods yard south of the station gave good access to the market area. Long disused the station buildings were restored in 2004.

@ @ @   B5 Digbeth - Brunel’s 58-arch Bordesley Viaduct across the Rea Valley is Grade II Listed. The viaducts from Snow Hill Tunnel and from old Moor Street station join just before passing over Allison Street, Meriden Street, Oxford Street, Trent Street, Milk Street, Floodgate Street, River Rea, B9 Bordesley/ Deritend Heath Mill Lane, Adderley Street, Coventry Road.

@ @ @   B9 Bordesley/ Deritend Upper Trinity Street - Junction with Duddeston Viaduct which passes over Lower Trinity Street, Allcock Street, Liverpool Street, Heath Mill Lane, Grand Union Canal to Montague Street. It was built from 1846 to link the Oxford line at Bordesley to the London line into Curzon Street and the new station being built in the city centre at New Street. When Great Western bought the Oxford line 1848 and Snow Hill was opened, access to New Street was unnecessary and the viaduct was abandoned. Only a small part of the viaduct near Bordesley Station was ever used and that as cattle sidings. Some arches over roads have been demolished but most remains.

@ @ @   B10 Bordesley Coventry Road - Bordesley Station
@ @ @   25m iron bridge over B10 Bordesley Bordesley Middleway (Sandy Lane) and Grand Union Canal

@ @ @   under Birmingham & Gloucester Railway 1841

@ @ @   Bordesley Junction with loop from Birmingham & Gloucester Railway

@ @ @   under B10/ B12 Small Heath/ Sparkbrook Small Heath Bridge 1904

@ @ @   under B10 Small Heath Golden Hillock Road - Small Heath Station 1863 originally Small Heath & Sparkbrook built specifically to serve the new BSA factory

@ @ @   iron bridge viaduct over Grand Union (Warwick & Birmingham) Canal and earth bank and brick culverts over the River Cole

@ @ @   Tyseley engine sheds 1908, closed and demolished 1969, Birmingham Railway Museum built on the site from 1969.

@ @ @   under B11 Tyseley Wharfdale Road - Tyseley Station 1907 stands largely as built - Locally Listed Grade A

@ @ @   The North Warwickshire line 1907 leaves the Oxford line after Tyseley.

@ @ @   under B11/ B27 Tyseley/ Acocks Green Stockfield Road - to accommodate the increasing volume motor traffic this bridge was widened 1939 when the road was made into a dual carriageway.

@ @ @   under B27 Acocks Green Rockwood Road

@ @ @   under B27 Acocks Green Sherbourne Road - Acocks Green Station 1852, demolished 1907 and replaced. The station was originally known as Acocks Green & South Yardley - however, the southernmost point in Yardley manor was actually at Yardley Wood some 3 miles away, but the railway station renamed the district.

@ @ @   under B27 Acocks Green Roberts Road

@ @ @   under B27 Acocks Green Woodcock Lane

@ @ @   under B27 Acocks Green Lincoln Road

@ @ @   over B92 Olton Richmond Road - Olton Station
then via Solihull, Warwick and Banbury to Oxford and London Paddington.

Birmingham, Wolverhampton & Dudley Railway 1854
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This line engineered by John Robinson McClean became the Great Western dual gauge line from Birmingham Snow Hill to Wolverhampton Low Level Station running roughly parallel to and north of the Birmingham, Wolverhampton & Stour Valley line and built in competition with it. The Birmingham, Wolverhampton & Dudley Railway company with the Birmingham & Oxford were merged into the Great Western Railway 1848. This was last line running from Snow Hill by 1968; it closed 1972. It was reopened from a rebuilt Snow Hill 1995 and to carry the Midland Metro from 1999.

@ @ @   B3 City Centre Colmore Row/ Livery Street - Snow Hill Station
@ @ @   viaduct over B3 Great Charles Street Queensway, Water Street, Mary Ann Street

@ @ @   B3 Hockley Cox Street/ Livery Street - St Paul’s Metro Station 1999

@ @ @   Hockley No.1 Tunnel 125m under B3 Hockley Livery Street/ Northwood Street

@ @ @   under B3/ B18 Hockley Kenyon Street

@ @ @   Hockley No.2 Tunnel 148m under B18 Hockley Hall Street/ Branston Street/ Spencer Street/ Northampton Street/ Vyse Street - Jewellery Quarter Station 1995.

@ @ @   over B18 Hockley Icknield Street - steel viaduct. Hockley Station 1854 closed 1972. Opposite Hockley Station was Hockley Goods Station running the length of Pitsford Street with a branch line to the rail-canal interchange at Hockley Port on the BCN between Brookfield Road and Bredon Croft/ Lodge Road.

@ @ @   under B18 All Saints All Saints Street

@ @ @   under B18 Gib Heath Lodge Road

@ @ @   under B18 Gib Heath Norton Street

@ @ @   over B18 Soho Musgrave Road

@ @ @   under B18 Soho Benson Road - Soho Benson Road Metro Station 1999

@ @ @   under B18 Soho Bacchus Road

@ @ @   under Perry Barr-Soho Loop 1888

@ @ @   over B18/ B20 Winson Green/ Handsworth Boulton Road/ Handsworth New Road - The original tubular bridge collapsed before the line opened and was replaced by Brunel; four others were also replaced or strengthened. Winson Green Outer Circle Metro Station 1999

@ @ @   over B21/ B66 Handsworth Rabone Lane/ Booth Street - Handsworth Booth Street Metro Station 1999, formerly the site of Handsworth & Smethwick Station (Handsworth Station) 1854 closed 1972. BSMR

@ @ @   under B21/ B66 Handsworth Wattville Road

@ @ @   under B71 West Bromwich Middlemore Road - The Hawthorns Station 1995

@ @ @   under B71 West Bromwich Halfords Lane

@ @ @   B71 West Bromwich Kenrick Way - Kenrick Park Metro Station 1999

@ @ @   under M5 near Junction 1

and via West Bromwich, Wednesbury and Bilston to Wolverhampton.
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Sutton Coldfield Branch Line 1862
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This branch ran from New Street Station along the Grand Junction Railway (Birmingham-Liverpool) leaving it after Aston Station. It was proposed by an independent company which was taken over by LNWR before building began. Built to supply cheap coal to Sutton it was also envisaged as a suburban commuter line. The line was extended to Lichfield 1884. 

A cross-city service began 1978 from Four Oaks to New Street along the Birmingham West Suburban line to Longbridge. The whole line from Lichfield to Redditch was electrified by 1993 and is now the busiest commuter route outside London.

@ @ @   B6 Aston Lichfield Road Aston Station 1854

@ @ @   over B6 Aston Aston Hall Road

@ @ @   under B6 Aston Aston Expressway viaduct A38(M)

@ @ @   under B23 Erdington/ Gravelly Hill M6 Junction 6 Gravelly Hill Interchange, Spaghetti Junction, 5-arch viaduct over the River Tame, 3-arch viaduct over Tame Valley Canal 1844.

@ @ @   over B23 Erdington/ Gravelly Hill Slade Road

@ @ @   under B23 Erdington/ Gravelly Hill Hillaries Road - Gravelly Hill Station 1862

@ @ @   under B23 Erdington/ Gravelly Hill Hunton Hill

@ @ @   under B23 Erdington Fentham Road

@ @ @   under B23 Erdington Reservoir Road

@ @ @   under B23 Erdington Summer Road

@ @ @   over B23 Erdington Station Road - Erdington Station 1862

@ @ @   over B73 Wylde Green Chester Road - Chester Road Station 1863 BSMR

@ @ @   under B73 Wylde Green Marston Road

@ @ @   over B73 Wylde Green Station Road - Wylde Green Station 1862

@ @ @   under B73 Boldmere Highbridge Road

@ @ @   under B73 Boldmere Jockey Road

@ @ @   under B73 Sutton Coldfield Driffold

@ @ @   under B73 Sutton Coldfield Manor Hill

@ @ @   under B73 Sutton Coldfield Manor Road

@ @ @   over B73 Sutton Coldfield Park Road/ Station Street - Sutton Coldfield Station is within the Sutton Conservation Area. Originally built 1862, rebuilt 1884 in neo-classical style, the ticket office and stationmaster’s house on the site of the original building when the tracks were rerouted for the Lichfield extension. Although the building has been altered the elaborately decorated plaster ceiling is still in place.

@ @ @   Sutton Coldfield Tunnel 160m under B73 Sutton Coldfield Railway Road, High Street, Westhaven Road, Walsall-Water Orton Loop 1879

@ @ @   over B75 Sutton Coldfield Tamworth Road

@ @ @   over B75 Sutton Coldfield Little Sutton Lane

@ @ @   B74/ B75 Four Oaks Station Drive - Four Oaks Station 1884

@ @ @   under B74 Four Oaks Lichfield Road

@ @ @   under B74 Ley Hill footbridge at Irnham Road

@ @ @   under B74 Ley Hill Belwell Lane

@ @ @   under B74 Mere Green/ Hill Butlers Lane - Butlers Lane Station 1884

@ @ @   under B74 Hill Hook Hill Hook Road

@ @ @   B74 Hill Hook Station Approach - Blake Street Station 1884

@ @ @   under B74 Hill Hook Blake Street

and on to Lichfield.
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Harborne Railway 1874
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The Harborne Railway/ Harborne Branch/ Harborne Line was built 1874 as a suburban commuter line by an independent company but operated by LNWR. It ran from Birmingham New Street Station along the Birmingham, Wolverhampton & Stour Valley Railway to branch off at Harborne Junction for Harborne. It was originally intended to take the line to Halesowen. Before World War 2 ‘the Harborne Express’ was something of a standing joke amongst local people. The line closed to passengers 1934 and to freight 1963 under Dr Beeching’s extensive cuts. It is one of only a few Birmingham lines to have tracks removed and was made into the Harborne Walkway by Birmingham City Council 1981.

@ @ @   B16 Rotton Park Northbrook Street - The Harborne line left the Birmingham, Wolverhampton & Stour Valley Railway at Harborne Junction crossing the Birmingham Canal where an island survives which supported the overbridge; a blocked brick arch survives on the south bank of the canal where the line went under Northbrook Street.

@ @ @   B16 Rotton Park Barford Road

@ @ @   B16 Rotton Park Icknield Port Road - Icknield Port Station 1874, rebuilt 1897, closed 1931 - some visible remains

@ @ @   across Summerfield Park the cutting has been levelled

@ @ @   under B16 Rotton Park Selwyn Road - the walkway to Harborne begins here.

@ @ @   under B16 Rotton Park Rotton Park Road - Rotton Park Station 1874, enlarged 1903, closed 1934 - visible remains. A branch 1903 left the line northwards under City Road to B67 M&B Cape Hill Brewery built 1879 by Henry Mitchell, Mitchell & Butlers 1898, at that time the biggest brewery in the world, closed 1932.

@ @ @   under B16 Rotton Park Portland Road

@ @ @   B15/ B16 Rotton Park Station Avenue - Hagley Road Station 1874, closed 1934, barely visible remains of platforms.

@ @ @   under B15/ B16 Rotton Park Hagley Road Tunnel
@ @ @   under B15/ B17 Harborne Woodbourne Road (at Gillhurst Road)

@ @ @   over Chad Brook

@ @ @   Over B17 Harborne Park Hill Road where the walkway ends

@ @ @   B17 Harborne Road Station Road - Harborne Station 1874, closed 1934 - no visible remains, Frensham Way is built on the site.
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Birmingham West Suburban Railway 1876
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From its junction with the Birmingham & Gloucester Railway (merged in Midland Railway 1846) at Cotteridge/ Kings Norton the BWSR was promoted by an independent company taken over by the Midland Railway MR 1875 one year before the line opened. It was built in co-operation with the Worcester & Birmingham Canal and followed the canal closely into Birmingham. It first opened with a terminus at Granville Street 1876 which was by-passed via a new station at Five Ways and by tunnels to New Street Station 1885; the track was also doubled and many stations rebuilt by MR. This became the main line from Bristol and Gloucester into Birmingham rather than the Birmingham-Gloucester line. The line was used as a circular commuter route to Lifford and back to New Street along the Birmingham & Gloucester line 1885-1941.

A cross-city service began 1978 from Four Oaks along the Sutton Branch line to New Street and via this line to Longbridge. The whole line from Lichfield to Redditch was electrified by 1993 and is now the busiest commuter route outside London.

@ @ @   B2 City Centre - New Street Station. Midland trains used the south platforms of the station .

@ @ @   The line leaves New Street Station at New Street Junction under B2 City Centre Navigation Street/ Suffolk Street Queensway

@ @ @   Suffolk Street Tunnel under B1 Suffolk Street Queensway

@ @ @   Holliday Street Tunnel 85m 1885 under Holliday Street - the Midland Railway rebuilt Holliday Street canal aqueduct as well as tunnelling under the canal in two places for Holliday Street Tunnel and the tunnel taking the line from Granville Street Station into the Central Goods Station, within a space of 75m.

@ @ @   Canal Tunnel under Holliday Passage/ Worcester & Birmingham Canal

@ @ @   Granville Street Tunnel
@ @ @   Bath Row Tunnel 190m under B15 Lee Bank Communication Row, Bath Row/ Islington Middleway - Five Ways Station opened 1885, closed 1944, reopened 1978.

@ @ @   under B15 Edgbaston St James Road

@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston near south end of George Road - Church Road Junction with the original line which ran parallel with the present line into Granville Street Station 1876, closed 1885. This original line was extended under the Worcester & Birmingham Canal and Holliday Passage to the south side of Holliday Street to a goods depot, opened as Worcester Wharf 1887, completed 1892 as the Birmingham Central Goods Station. Closed 1967.

@ @ @   tunnel under B15 Edgbaston Church Road - Church Road Station 1876, closed 1925, barely visible remains.

@ @ @   under B15 Edgbaston Somerset Road - Somerset Road Station 1876, closed 1930

@ @ @   under B15 Edgbaston Prichatts Road

@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston University Road West - University Station 1978

@ @ @   over Worcester & Birmingham Canal

@ @ @   over B29 Selly Oak Bristol Road (at Heely Road) - Selly Oak Station 1876, rebuilt as at present 1885.

@ @ @   over Worcester & Birmingham Canal at B29 Selly Oak Ewehurst Avenue - alongside the present two tracks a small part of the original single-track viaduct remains.

@ @ @   under B29 Selly Oak Raddlebarn Road

@ @ @   over B30 Bournville Bournville Lane - Bournville Station opened 1876 as Stirchley Street, Stirchley Street & Bournville 1880, Bournville & Stirchley Street 1888, Bournville from 1904. It was a simple wooden building until rebuilt 1885 in brick as at present.

@ @ @   under B30 Bournville Mary Vale Road

From B30 Selly Hall Croft the original route followed the Worcester & Birmingham Canal to join the Birmingham & Gloucester Railway at the present junction just before Pershore Road South at Queens Drive. It was later known as the Canal Branch, closed 1962, the track lifted and the line is now built over. The present route 1892 was known as the Stirchley Street & Bournville to Kings Norton Deviation Line, now Lifford Curve; it meets the Birmingham & Gloucester Railway northbound at Lifford West Junction B30 Cotteridge Rowheath Road. Lifford Station stood near here west of Lifford Lane 1876-1885. It closed as Lifford Station on the Birmingham & Gloucester line reopened.

@ @ @   under B30 Cotteridge Pershore Road at Breedon Road/ Frances Road

@ @ @   under B30 Cotteridge/ Pershore Road near Holly Road

@ @ @   Kings Norton Junction with Birmingham & Gloucester Railway southbound east of Pershore Road South at the north end of Sovereign Road
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Wolverhampton & Walsall Railway to Water Orton 1879
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The Wolverhampton-Walsall line 1872 was built by the Wolverhampton & Walsall Railway Company. It was worked by both LNWR London & North-Western Railway and MR Midland Railway, bought by LNWR 1875 then by MR 1876. An extension 1879 via Sutton Coldfield was built by MR to join their Birmingham-Derby line between Castle Bromwich and Water Orton. The line closed to passenger traffic 1965 but is still used for freight.

@ @ @   B46 Minworth - junction with Birmingham-Derby line and Wolverhampton-Walsall line west of Water Orton Station, lines allowing access in all directions.

@ @ @   over B35/ B36 Castle Vale/ Minworth Park Lane

@ @ @   over B35/ B36 Castle Vale/ Minworth Kingsbury Road

@ @ @   over B76 Walmley Forge Lane

@ @ @   under B76 Walmley Eachelhurst Road/ Walmley Road

@ @ @   under B76 Walmley Penns Lane - Penns Station 1879, closed 1965. Penns goods station was between Eachelhurst Road and Ashurst Road. BSMR

@ @ @   under bridge near Penns Lake Road

@ @ @   over Plants Brook

@ @ @   under B76 Wylde Green Wylde Green Road

@ @ @   over Plants Brook at B76 Maney Ebrook Road/ Jerome Road

@ @ @   over B75/ B76 Maney Victoria Road/ Coleshill Road

@ @ @   over B75 Sutton Coldfield Midland Drive - Sutton Town Station 1879, closed 1925, station buildings survive now as commercial premises.

@ @ @   over Sutton Coldfield Branch line (Lichfield) 1862

@ @ @   under B72/ B74 Sutton Coldfield High Street

@ @ @   under B72/ B74 Sutton Coldfield Anchorage Road

@ @ @   B73/ B74 Sutton Coldfield Station Approach - Sutton Park Station 1879, altered 1940s for use as a US Army postal depot, closed to passengers 1965, now a mail-sorting centre in remodelled station buildings, though parts of original buildings remain.

via north-west corner of Sutton Park

@ @ @   under B74 Sutton Coldfield Thornhill Road

@ @ @   under B74 Sutton Coldfield Hardwick Road

@ @ @   over WS9 Chester Road and via Aldridge to Walsall and Wolverhampton.

HOME
HOME to VICTORIAN CONTENTS
HOME to LIST OF RAILWAYS 

Aston-Stechford Loop 1882
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This loop was built to allow LNWR traffic from the Grand Junction Liverpool line by-pass New Street Station en route to the London line (and vice versa).

The loop leaves the Birmingham-London line at Stechford Junction west of Stechford Station 1882 B33 Stechford Station Road/ Frederick Road heading north-west.

@ @ @   over B33 Stechford Albert Road

@ @ @   over River Cole

@ @ @   over B8 Alum Rock Cotterills Lane

@ @ @   under B8 Alum Rock/ Ward End Alum Rock Road

@ @ @   under B8 Alum Rock/ Ward End Sladefield Road

@ @ @   under B8 Alum Rock/ Ward End bridge in Ward End Park

@ @ @   under B8 Washwood Heath Highfield Road

@ @ @   under B8 Washwood Heath/ Saltley Washwood Heath Road

@ @ @   under B8 Washwood Heath/ Saltley Warren Road

@ @ @   over Birmingham-Derby line 1842

@ @ @   over B7 Nechells/ Saltley Heartlands Way

@ @ @   under B7 Nechells Mount Street

@ @ @   under B7 Nechells Nechells Park Road

@ @ @   under B7 Nechells Cook Street

@ @ @   under B7 Nechells Long Acre

@ @ @   under B6/ B7 Aston Nechells Holborn Hill

and joins the Grand Junction Liverpool line 1837 at Aston Junction heading north opposite B6 Aston Plume Street. Aston engine sheds were built between the two lines. The Windsor Street Branch line was taken from here 1884 to Windsor Street Wharf to bring coal to the gas works recently acquired by Birmingham Corporation and about to be substantially extended. Aston Goods Station was on this branch at Avenue Road. Some walls at Windsor Street/ Rupert Street and bridge abutments at Rocky Lane and Avenue Road remain.
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Halesowen Railway 1883
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The independent Halesowen Railway was a branch line built from the Birmingham and Gloucester line 1840. The line into Longbridge Rover factory is the surviving remnant of the Halesowen line 1883 built largely to supply coal transhipped from the Black Country via Halesowen Canal Basin to Droitwich saltworks. It became jointly owned by Great Western and Midland Railway and closed under Dr Beeching’s cuts 1963. Passenger services ran from Halesowen to Northfield and ceased 1927, although workers’ services from Halesowen to Longbridge factory continued until 1958. Freight continued to use the line until after 1964 when the M5 was built across the line.

@ @ @   Halesowen Junction south of B31 Longbridge Longbridge Lane - Longbridge Station 1978. The original Longbridge Station on the Halesowen branch opened 1840, closed 1849, its site is now within Longbridge works.

The route continued via B45 Frankley crossing Rubery Lane south of Balaams Wood, running south of New Street; Rubery Station was south of Holly Hill shopping centre. The route passed south of Frankley School and crossed the route of the M5 motorway north of Queen Elizabeth Road, crossing B62 Halesowen Newtown Lane south of Yew Tree Lane, and via Hunnington to Halesowen Canal Basin and Halesowen.
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Perry Barr to Soho Loop 1888
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This line leaves the Grand Junction Railway to Liverpool at a junction west of Perry Barr Station 1838 at B20 Handsworth Wood/ Lea Hall. It enabled the LNWR London & North-Western Railway to create a circular commuter route (listed here clockwise) along Birmingham, Wolverhampton & Stour Valley line via Monument Lane, and Winson Green joining Soho Loop before Soho Station, via Soho Road/ Soho & Winson Green, Handsworth Wood, joining the Grand Junction Birmingham-Liverpool line via Perry Barr, Witton and Aston and Bloomsbury & Nechells, Lawley Street and Banbury Street stations. The loop closed 1941.

From Perry Barr to Soho:

At Lea Hall Junction the west junction with the Grand Junction line is known as Perry Barr North Junction, the east is Perry Barr Station Junction, the south junction of the triangle is Handsworth Junction.

@ @ @   under B20 Handsworth Wood Wood Lane at Elmwood Gardens

@ @ @   under B20 Handsworth Wood Wellington Road/ Ashleigh Drive

@ @ @   tunnel under B20 Handsworth Wood Hamstead Road, Priestley Close - Handsworth Wood Station BSMR

@ @ @   under footbridge B20 Handsworth Handsworth Park

@ @ @   under B20/ B21 Handsworth Holly Road

@ @ @   under B21 Handsworth Soho Road - Soho Station (Soho Road Station) opened 1889, closed 1941. BSMR

The LNWR branch left the loop immediately south of Soho Road with a track into Piers Road electricity generating works set up by Handsworth Urban District Council 1905. The branch passed under Factory Road and into Soho Pool goods yard 1887 which was bounded by Park Road, South Road and Goode Avenue, laid on the site of Great Hockley Pool/ Soho Pool of Boulton’s Soho Manufactory. The branch closed to all but fuel depot supplies 1974 and altogether 1982.

@ @ @   over B18 Soho Park Road

@ @ @   over B18 Soho Bacchus Road

@ @ @   over Birmingham, Wolverhampton & Dudley Railway 1854

@ @ @   over B18 Winson Green Handsworth New Road

@ @ @   over B66 Smethwick Wellington Street

@ @ @   over B66 Smethwick Perrott Street

@ @ @   B18/ B66 Soho East Junction - lines west and east to:

@ @ @   B66 Smethwick Vittoria Street - Soho Soapworks Junction westwards with Birmingham, Wolverhampton & Stour Valley Railway 1852:

@ @ @   B18 Winson Green Foundry Road/ Wellington Street - Winson Green Junction eastwards with Birmingham, Wolverhampton & Stour Valley Railway
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North Warwickshire Line 1907
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The Great Western’s North Warwickshire Line 1907 to Stratford was the last suburban line to built in Birmingham and leaves the Birmingham-Oxford line from Snow Hill at Tyseley.

From 1909 it ran into a new station at B5 City Centre Moor Street, built on the site of Birmingham Public Offices. A new viaduct was built alongside the existing one into Snow Hill Tunnel passing over Allison Street and Park Street.

@ @ @   B11 Tyseley Tyseley Hill Road - after Tyesley Station the North Warwickshire Line leaves the Oxford line.

@ @ @   under B11 Tyseley Warwick Road at Tyseley Lane

@ @ @   under B11/ B27 Tyseley/ Acocks Green Mayfield Road

@ @ @   under B11/ B27 Tyseley/ Acocks Green Spring Road - Spring Road Station was originally a halt in 1919.
@ @ @   under B11/ B27 Acocks Green Shaftmoor Lane

@ @ @   under B27/ B28 Hall Green York Road

@ @ @   B28 Hall Green Station Station Drive

@ @ @   under B28 Hall Green Stratford Road

@ @ @   under B28 Hall Green Cole Bank Road - the original bridge was replaced by a wider one 1937.

@ @ @   under footbridge at B28 Hall Green Stonerwood Avenue

@ @ @   under B28 Hall Green/ Yardley Wood Robin Hood Lane

@ @ @   under B28 Billesley/ Yardley Wood Highfield Road - Yardley Wood Station; the platforms suffered bomb damage during World War 2. The bridge was widened 1937.

@ @ @   over a narrow cattle-bridge closed 1945 from Oaklands Farm on Scribers Lane west of Tixall Road

@ @ @   over B28 Yardley Wood Scribers Lane

@ @ @   over B28 Yardley Wood Slade Lane

@ @ @   over B90 Solihull Lodge/ Haslucks Green Colebrook Lane

@ @ @   B90 Haslucks Green/ Shirley Haslucks Green Road - Shirley Station then via Henley-in-Arden to Stratford-upon-Avon.
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BIRMINGHAM CHURCHES
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(adapted and abbreviated from William Dargue University of Birmingham MA Local History Dissertation January 1998 - The Gothic Revival in Church Architecture and its Impact on the Nineteenth-Century Restoration of Ancient Churches in Birmingham. Note: The essay concentrates largely on 19th-century restoration but also has information on pre-19th-century churches and new 19th-century churches.)

In Birmingham there are ancient parish churches in the Bull Ring, at Aston, Edgbaston, Handsworth, Harborne, Kings Norton, Northfield, Sheldon, Sutton Coldfield and Yardley, all probably founded in Norman times. All had been rebuilt or extended during the 13th and early 14th centuries; some had towers and spires built or rebuilt during the 15th century. Before the Reformation chapels-of-ease were founded at Castle Bromwich, Deritend, Moseley and Ward End. In the 18th century five new churches were built to cater for the expanding town and some ancient churches were rebuilt. However, it was the large increase in urban population during the 19th century which provoked a church-building boom. In the first half-century a new church was built in Birmingham on average every two and a half years; in the second half-century this increased to one a year. At the same time all of Birmingham’s ancient churches were restored, rebuilt or enlarged. New churches were built at a prolific rate, at enormous expense and with great effort throughout the century but especially after 1850 and, with the exception of some early examples, all were in revived gothic style. So too were restorations and rebuildings: very large amounts of money were raised by incumbents and congregations to rid churches of 18th-century design and furniture and rebuild in gothic. A major concern was the widespread practice of renting pews which made it difficult for newcomers to take their place and in some churches excluded the poor altogether. Many observers allied the perceived decline in society with decline in architecture. 14th-century decorated gothic was considered the pinnacle of architectural achievement and a concrete symbol of proper religious faith, observance and ritual which led to an ordered society.

The principles of correct gothic architecture were codified by the high-church Ecclesiological Society. Their influence was such that new churches were built and restorations carried very much out in line with their thinking throughout the second half of the 19th century. Their architectural standpoint and its allied moral stance was adopted by all shades of opinion within the church.

Although by the last quarter of the century voices were raised in support of preserving church architecture irrespective of age or style, the desire to reinstate decorated gothic had reached the stage that restoration committees were keen to see old buildings completely demolished and replaced by new ones. St Martin’s-in-the-Bull Ring is a prime example.

Pre-Reformation churches were gothic in construction and layout. They were usually of stone, although Castle Bromwich survived as a timber-framed building until 1726. Few church records other than administrative ones survive and because of later alterations there is often little physical evidence of pre-Reformation churches. They would have had a nave and a chancel physically separated by a wooden screen and side or chantry chapels also screened. Services were conducted by robed clergy in the chancel largely out of sight, in Latin not understood by the congregation and not involving them. There was little seating, members of the congregation often being present for only part of the service. The inside may have been adorned with painted statues and colourful hangings, stained-glass windows and painted biblical scenes on the walls. To Reformation leaders such arrangements were idolatrous, superstitious and exclusive. To medieval churchgoers the building and the ritual seemed awful and mysterious, set apart from everyday life. Church was an emotional rather than an intellectual experience appealing to the senses and not based exclusively on the word.

Following the Reformation and especially after the Civil War there were marked changes in the conduct of services and in the appearance of churches. Some were sudden, others evolved gradually. Under Puritan influence statues were removed, pictures whitewashed and some replaced with texts. 1549 The Book of Common Prayer was in English, insisted on lay participation and required that all should be able to hear. Many chancel screens were removed to accommodate this. However, communion services became less frequent and the spoken word from the pulpit rather than ritual at the altar became the focus of the service. Many churches had a three-decker pulpit placed centrally in front of the altar. Stone altars were removed and in many churches a wooden table was brought into the nave for the celebration of communion; the chancel was used less and less. During the 18th century seats were rented by wealthy parishioners and furnished in domestic comfort. Many developed into high, enclosed box pews which took up ever more space and left little room for free seating. Pews were arranged to face the pulpit which was not necessarily near the chancel but could be half way down one of the side walls; in some cases this meant that most of the congregation were side-on or had their backs to the altar. Many medieval stone fonts were dispensed with and replaced with neo-classical marble ones often near the pulpit or small portable bowls were used.

These changes occurred within existing buildings; despite population increase there were adequate churches without the need to build new ones. During the 18th century, however, Birmingham became one of the most populous towns in England. At a time when the national population increased by 14%, the population of Birmingham increased by 900%. St Martin’s could cater for 1500 people in 1550 and possibly for 5000 in 1650 but by 1750 the town had nearly 24 000 inhabitants, and in 1801 almost 74 000. Church provision was inadequate for the expanding town and so the first post-Reformation churches were built. Well away from the town was the Church of the Ascension, Hall Green in 1703, and in the town itself St Philip in 1711, St Bartholomew, Digbeth in 1749, St Mary in 1774, St Paul in 1777, St James the Less, Ashted in 1789 and Christ Church, Colmore Row in 1805. St Martin-in-the Bull Ring, St John the Baptist, Deritend and Castle Bromwich were rebuilt in brick in neo-classical style, St John’s to provide more accommodation, St Martin’s to preserve the decaying stone fabric and Castle Bromwich probably for prestige.

These were all neo-classical designs and internally arranged in a ‘prayer-book’ layout with the focus on the pulpit and the emphasis of services spoken rather than ritual; they are often described as ‘auditory’ churches. Castle Bromwich was rebuilt in 1726 around its medieval timber frame. Because of its unusual construction it is not a typical new prayer-book church; there has also been some Victorian restoration. However, Castle Bromwich retains many prayer-book features. The church was built of red brick with stone dressings in a neo-classical style. Although it has a clearly demarcated chancel and the seating faces east, the pews are all enclosed box pews with private pews in the chancel for the lord of the manor. There is a three-decker pulpit, west gallery with organ and flat plaster ceilings. Except for the chancel 19th-century ecclesiologists would have found little in favour of such a church and would have considered it a desecration of an original gothic structure.

Every new 18th-century Birmingham church was neo-classical in style and all departed in other important respects from pre-Reformation gothic norms. The Church of the Ascension, Hall Green was of brick with galleries and no chancel; St Philip in English baroque was a stone facade on brick, had a shallow apsidal chancel, a three-tier pulpit before the altar, enclosed box pews and galleries on three sides; St Bartholomew, Digbeth was of brick with no tower but a small cupola and internally there were galleries; St Mary, Whittall St was classically styled and octagonal, a design held by John Wesley as ideal for preaching; St Paul’s had galleries, box pews and a small square apsidal chancel; and St James the Less, Ashted was a converted 18th-century house with no chancel and no free seats before 1830. Christ Church was a neo-classical stone building built by public subscription to alleviate the shortage of town centre sittings: all ground-floor seats were free with only the galleries reserved for rent. The chancel was a slight projection and the west portico was supported on Doric columns.

Some of these churches were admired by the Birmingham historian, William Hutton. Of St Paul’s he wrote: ‘plain beauty unites with strength’; of St Philip’s: this superb edifice . . . the pride of the place . . . its equal cannot be found in the British dominions . . . whether the stranger takes an external or an internal survey, the eye is met with delight, and he pronounces the whole the work of a master.’; of St Martin’s: ‘the fabric is not void of beauty . . . the bricks and workmanship are excellent’. Allowing for the exaggeration of a convinced Birminghamophile, the contemporary attitude to the neo-classical is clear. It must be said, however, that Hutton disliked the clutter of galleries and box pews and the fact that ancient monuments were hidden or removed.

In the second half of the 18th century gothic came into fashion as an exotic domestic style for the rich. gothic, however, had never died out as an ecclesiastical style. Most ancient churches still stood and were gothic, albeit rearranged internally and some with classical windows and porches. Largely, especially outside new urban areas, church architecture still meant gothic architecture.

The church-building boom of the 19th century was prompted by the need to provide places of worship for a growing population. Of England’s nine million people in 1800 two thirds were rural and catered for by churches of ancient foundation. By 1851 the urban population had grown larger than the rural and by 1901 some three quarters of the population of thirty million was urban. The growth of some towns was very rapid: the decade after 1821 saw the populations in industrial cities such as Birmingham and Manchester grow by 40%. From 1801 to 1901 the population of Birmingham grew from just under 74 000 to nearly a quarter of a million people.

In the early years of the century awareness grew that large numbers especially of the urban poor and working class were not catered for by the Established Church. At a Birmingham parish meeting in 1818 it was calculated that the churches and chapels of St Martin’s parish (St Martin, St Mary, St Paul, St Bartholomew, Christ Church) offered only 7360 seats for a population of over 60 000; if High Town, Deritend and Ashted were included, some 11 000 seats catered for over 80 000 people. Even not counting appropriated sittings this amounts to one seat per eight people.

An Act of 1818 set up a Commission with a million pounds to build churches as a thanksgiving for victory at Waterloo in 1815. The first Commissioners’ Church in Birmingham was St George, Great Hampton Row 1819 by Thomas Rickman. Although an early example of the urban ecclesiastical revival of gothic and cheaply built, it looked forward to principles espoused by the Cambridge Movement twenty years later. Rickman was a pioneer of the revival and atypical in that he was an architect who also had antiquarian interests and studied old churches extensively. Eastlake described St George’s as ‘late Middle Pointed’, ie. decorated. The church was in stone and, except for Castle Bromwich, was the first post-Reformation Birmingham church built with a gothic chancel. Eastlake’s only criticism of the church was that the window tracery was of cast-iron. This was due to the economics of building a Commissioners’ church, Rickman’s intention being to use the patterns elsewhere. Birmingham historian, Robert Dent recognised in 1880 that there were crudities in the design but that it would ‘compare favourably with any building of the same early period of the revival of Christian architecture in England.’

After Rickman’s move to Birmingham in 1821 he was responsible for other gothic churches and for the gothic restoration of Moseley Church, but he also designed two neo-classical churches: St Peter, Dale End 1825, a Commissioners’ church with a Doric portico, St Thomas 1825, also a Commissioners’ church whose Ionic colonnade still stands, as well as Greek revival secular buildings. At the consecration of St Peter’s in 1827, The Gazette wrote that ‘the interior, as well as the exterior of the edifice was much admired’ (‘which is more than can be said at the present day,’ added the popular historian Robert Dent in 1880.) The Gazette described the character of St Thomas’s as ‘of great simplicity, and in every respect consistent with the sacred purpose to which it is dedicated.’ The neo-classical designs may have been the result of a rumour in The Quarterly Review, later denied, that the Commissioners wanted no more gothic churches. The reason may have been economic, however; Commission Minute Books indicate that Rickman had produced two early English designs which would have been more expensive than the neo-classical designs finally accepted. It is ironic that this early exponent of accurate gothic and the first to build a gothic revival church in Birmingham should also have been the last 19th-century architect to build a neo-classical church in the town.

Except for Christ Church, St Thomas and St Peter, all Birmingham churches between 1800 and 1850 were built in gothic styles with varying degrees of ecclesiological accuracy. Holy Trinity, Bordesley 1823 was a Commissioners’ church modelled on King’s College Chapel, Cambridge by Francis Goodwin in perpendicular, a style not favoured by the Ecclesiological Society. It had low pews facing east, galleries and a shallow apsidal chancel. St Barnabas, Erdington was built in 1822 by Rickman for the Commission in decorated style; but he also built All Saints in 1833, a rectangular gothic-style building with no chancel and galleries on three sides. In 1840 William Thomas built St Matthew’s in early English, although it was in reality an auditory church with shallow chancel and galleries on three sides.

Nationally over 3400 new churches were built from 1801 to 1875, over 50% of them in the third quarter of the century. Some 867 churches were rebuilt, 74% of them during the third quarter of the century. Church-building in Birmingham reflected this: from 1800 to 1850 more than twenty new Anglican churches were built in Birmingham. As the urban area grew outwards and the density of inner wards increased, church building grew apace; in the second half of the century an average of one church a year was built, and no less than ten from 1865 to 1869. Especially during the last quarter of the century some 150 chapels were attached to churches. They were usually small and cheap, sometimes temporary, though sometimes they were rebuilt as permanent churches.

There is little doubt that during the 18th century the fabric of many church buildings had been allowed to decay, although the extent to which this is true is unclear: many cases can be shown where buildings were well-maintained. Dr Prattinton noted in 1826 decay in the fabric of Kings Norton Church believed to be caused by vaults under the church. The decay had existed since before 1712, that being the date on buttresses supporting the north wall. After three restorations a fourth was necessary in 1872 to address the dangerous condition of that wall and cracks in the tower. The structure of Aston Church was also said to be much decayed and had mullions cut out of the pointed windows to allow in more light. St Margaret Ward End was used as a barn. Of equal concern were the internal arrangements which were blamed on puritan influence: blocked-off chancels, pulpits positioned in front of the altar, fonts misplaced or removed, wall-paintings whitewashed, rood-screens removed, piscinas and sedilias walled up, stonework plastered, flat ceilings inserted, stained glass removed, round-headed ‘pagan’ windows inserted, gothic tracery removed and churches filled with galleries and ‘these puritanick nuisances’, high enclosed box pews.

St Martin’s, Birmingham’s parish church provides examples of many of these. Due to the poor condition of the stonework in 1690 the whole building except the spire was encased in red brick in neo-classical style ‘at a time when architecture was at a low ebb.’ Pointed gothic windows were replaced with round-headed windows, cast-iron with small frames likened in 1888 to factory windows. ‘The interior, if possible, surpassed it (the exterior) in unsightliness.’ The walls were plastered and whitewashed and three sides filled with galleries in 1781. There was a three-decker pulpit and the font was in the chancel. There were low, flat Georgian ceilings as at other Birmingham churches: Aston, Northfield and Kings Norton. At St Martin’s, Kings Norton and Yardley medieval wall paintings had been whitewashed.

Birmingham historian, J T Bunce condemned St Martin’s churchwardens who built for themselves in the chancel ‘a small sitting room, lofty, canopied, garnished with carving, shut in by festoons of drapery, and guarded with brass railings (which) arose in place of the font’. In 1884 The Harborne Magazine wrote of ‘a very remarkable family pew that was perched upon four pillars’ at Harborne twenty-five years before; ‘the tank’ was ‘exceedingly well-adapted to humour any person who might have a desire to be conspicuous.’

Rented pews were a display of status; the richer the appropriator, the larger and more comfortable the pew and the better its position. Bunce quoted an 1812 newspaper advertisement for a pew to let at St Martin’s, ‘the most distinguished pew in this church . . . in front of the gallery directly opposite the pulpit.’ It was the more desirable because it had belonged to Samuel Galton. At St Martin’s pews were ‘labelled with their owners’ names and carefully locked’ to prevent access to ‘unattached Christians.’ Pews brought ‘an ‘intrusion of human pride, and selfishness, and indolence, into the worship of God.’ and relegated the poor to parts of the church where there was no view of the pulpit. Some churches had no free seats: St James, Ashted was one.

Before the Reformation fonts were placed near the church entrance. At St Martin’s and Yardley they were in the chancel. The medieval font of Handsworth was described by The Handsworth Herald 1878 as being used for a farmyard trough.

While the fabric decayed, expenditure on internal furnishings was prevalent in the 18th century and continued into the gothic revival. Three 19th-century restorations at Kings Norton had stuccoed the walls, altered windows, and installed flat ceilings while the unstable north wall was left until 1872 before being made safe.

The impact of ecclesiological thinking was gradual. There are few examples in Birmingham by nationally known architects and these are early. Rickman contributed All Saints, consecrated in 1833 and Bishop Ryder, consecrated in 1838, both gothic-style though simple rectangular buildings. St Mark by Gilbert Scott, consecrated in 1841 was later disowned by him as unecclesiological. Although early English with a chancel, it was built before Scott’s meeting in 1841 with Benjamin Webb, one of the Ecclesiological Society’s founders. Scott regretted not meeting Webb sooner; his early churches were built with ‘no idea of ecclesiastical arrangement or ritual propriety.’ Webb introduced to Scott Pugin’s writings which, he wrote, ‘excited me almost to fury, and I suddenly found myself like a person awakened from a long feverish dream.’ His subsequent new churches and restorations closely followed ecclesiological theory. Richard Carpenter who received high praise in The Ecclesiologist built his first churches in Birmingham: St Stephen, Newtown in 1840 in early English and St Andrew, Bordesley in 1844 in decorated. The latter was commended for its ecclesiological correctness: the long, decorated chancel, high-pitched roof, low pews, and hammer-dressed walls ‘reflect considerable credit on Mr Carpenter.’

In the twenty years before 1850 many churches had chancels, but some did not: St George, Edgbaston 1838 and St James, Handsworth 1838, for example. In the decade following 1850 only two churches had no chancel, St John, Ladywood 1854 and St Barnabas, Ladywood 1860. Of the fourteen churches built between 1861 and 1870 every one had a chancel. By the 1850s most Birmingham churches were built with to ecclesiological requirements and, with few exceptions, in early English or decorated gothic; a handful were perpendicular, St Saviour, Saltley 1850 and All Saints, Kings Heath 1859, for example; St Luke 1842 unusually was Norman. Such was the influence of the Ecclesiological Society which in little more than a decade established itself as the authority on church architecture.

Throughout England almost all new churches were built in early English or decorated gothic, had a raised chancel with stalls and a nearby organ. There was an altar in a decorated sanctuary, a pulpit near the chancel arch, a font at the west end near the entrance and there were no galleries or box pews. A disappointment to ecclesiologists was the unwillingness of architects and churches to install chancel screens. Some examples of wrought-ironwork were set up but few in stone or wood of pre-Reformation style. Ceremony and ritual had increased to levels that would have been considered popish in 1800, but there was no return to a mysterious eucharist offered out of sight of the congregation. The post-Reformation auditory principle that all should see and hear had become deeply rooted especially among a middle-class that was increasingly asserting democratic principles for itself.

From the Reformation to the 18th century there can have been very few churches which had not been altered to suit ‘prayer book’ norms. The enormous impact of 19th-century church restoration is exemplified in Chatfield where every surviving prayer-book church is described. Details are given of seventy prime examples and an equal number which have only some restoration. 140 churches out of some 8000 pre-Victorian churches represents a survival of unrestored or partially restored churches of less than two per cent. Kenneth Clark believes that ‘probably there is not a church in England entirely unaffected by the gothic revival.’ Externally and internally churches as we have them today largely result from 19th-century restoration.

In the last quarter of the 19th century Ruskin’s views on conservation began to be taken up. Statistics presented to the House of Commons stated that between 1840 and 1873 in England and Wales 7144 churches and cathedrals had been restored at a cost of some £25 million. Between 1876 and 1885 2577 churches were restored and 819 rebuilt. There was concern that this great expenditure was destroying something irreplaceable, churches were being ‘robbed of great part of their historical and aesthetic value.’ William Morris believed that more damage had been done to church buildings in fifty years of restoration than in previous centuries through violence and neglect. He was scathing about restorers’ attempts to bring churches back to their best when the only guide was their ‘own individual whim’. Buildings were being stripped of their past.

In the 19th century all of Birmingham’s ancient churches except St Martin’s and St John’s, Deritend were set in rural surroundings, some until the turn of the century. However, the rural hinterland was dependent on the town for its agricultural and industrial market, most rural families would have relations who had emigrated to the town and the wealthiest Birmingham families lived in big houses often with large estates near the rural villages. Every ancient village church was restored during the course of the century.

St Bartholomew, Edgbaston was a restoration typical of those which caused the Ecclesiological Society most concern. ‘The barbarism of 'classic' improvements and sham gothic’ reflected 18th-century thinking or were poor examples of gothic. Both nave and north aisle roofs were replaced by a single low-pitched roof in 1810 which removed the inconvenient arcade down the centre of the building. Low-pitched roofs were typically neo-classical and cost less than high-pitched gothic roofs. 18th-century influence was evident when in 1845 the roof was raised by six feet, not to increase the pitch but in order to accommodate galleries, a feature of auditory churches. Galleries were a convenient way to increase accommodation while retaining a good view of the preacher without the expense of enlargement or alteration to the box pews. The wealthy population of Edgbaston was beginning to increase at this time as those who could afford to moved out of the industrial town.

Handsworth was also a rural church failing to accommodate the increased emigration of the rich from Birmingham. It was restored in 1820 in ‘modern gothic, executed at a time when church architecture was but little understood’ and much of the medieval church was rebuilt. The architect wanted to retain the gothic north arcade but with a classical regard to an open auditorium the restoration committee insisted on wide arches with narrow columns. The wealthy industrialist, James Watt reputedly said that retaining narrow archways would be like ‘pitching the word of God through a keyhole.’ When the rector was told that the tower might be unsafe, he hoped it might fall so that a completely new church could be built. Existing box pews were rearranged and new box pews built, the rent of which would pay for the work. The church was almost filled with box pews including very spacious ones in the chancel. Sixteen windows were blocked by galleries. Internal arrangements were 18th-century in style the prime consideration being for the congregation to adequately see and hear the preacher while sitting in the best-afforded comfort. The church fabric was early 19th-century gothic and later held in low esteem.

St Nicholas, Kings Norton underwent three restorations during the 19th century before 1872 which resulted in the gable windows being blocked, flat ceilings inserted into the aisles and nave, and the south aisle wall lined with lath and stucco, all 18th-century characteristics. Later surveys revealed deterioration of the fabric. The north wall had no foundation and, rather than address the underlying problem, buttresses had been built which were now pulling the north arcade out of true. The tower was held in places by iron ties.

Nothing survives of the earlier church of St Margaret, Ward End which was being used as a barn. It was completely demolished and rebuilt in 1833 by Rickman in brick with stone dressings, but in a gothic style with chancel, nave and tower. This radical approach to restoration by Rickman foreshadows J A Chatwin’s work later in the century.

With the exception of the 15th-century tower, the medieval church of St Peter, Harborne had been rebuilt circa 1820 in brick with neo-classical round-headed windows when it was praised as ‘neat and commodious.’ Typically auditory in arrangement, the nave and the chancel were filled with box pews facing the pulpit which was half-way down the south aisle. There were west and north galleries and a south gallery added later. Yeoville Thomason’s rebuilding of 1867 transformed the church into a stone building in 13th- and 14th-century gothic style strongly influenced by ecclesiological considerations. The chancel was raised and extended, the pulpit placed north-east of the chancel arch, the reading desk south-west and benches replaced the box pews. Galleries, however, were retained. The church was cheaply done: decorative features are few and the open roof timbers are thin. However, except for the galleries, this was a correct ecclesiological design.

In contrast, St Laurence, Northfield in early English and early decorated style had been structurally little altered during the 17th and 18th centuries. The fabric of the church was little changed by the c1857 restoration, although all 18th-century additions were removed. Flat ceilings were taken down and open pews replaced the ‘sleeping boxes’ some of which blocked the chancel; the west gallery was removed, the tower arch opened up and monuments removed from in front of the early English windows. The chancel was raised and a screen installed. Otherwise work was done only to ensure the building’s safety. There appears to have been no argument whatsoever against the removal of post-gothic additions. Northfield was an ancient church which fulfilled the gothic ideal with little other than internal alteration necessary. But for the addition in 1900 of a north aisle in 14th-century style the church still looks substantially as it did in the 14th century.

The decayed medieval stonework of St Martin’s-in-the-Bull Ring had been encased in neo-classical brick in 1690. The ‘hideous pile of brick and whitewash’ was blamed on ‘meddling churchwardens’ who had tastelessly altered the church allowing the structure to decay and evidence of the past to be defaced. ‘The fabric is there, buried in its ugly tomb, literally bricked up.’ J T Bunce had a vision of the church in its gothic form with all the correct parts ‘ranged in their proper order, devoted to their proper uses.’ He presumably hoped that by removing later alterations the original gothic would be revealed. The church was thought a disgrace to a town of Birmingham’s status and must be restored to its supposed original with ecclesiological propriety and a restoration of its antiquities.

The tower had been refaced in stone and the spire largely rebuilt in 1853 by Philip Hardwick, but sufficient funds were not raised to continue. In 1872 the contract to restore the body of the church was awarded to J A Chatwin, a Birmingham architect who had trained under Charles Barry and worked with him rebuilding the Houses of Parliament. Chatwin had built new churches in Birmingham but this first restoration was a prestigious one. Records state that the old church was taken down with great care and it is true that a number of archaeological discoveries were made during demolition including wall- and roof-timber paintings and crypts. The original stonework was in poor condition, although it is doubtful that it was ever intended to make use of it. The state of the brick church was also poor: roof timbers were rotten, two galleries had no foundations and vaults were causing subsidence.

Except for the tower, the whole church was demolished and rebuilt in an accurate 14th-century style and was thoroughly ecclesiological. There appears to have been only one disagreement between Chatwin and the restoration committee who wanted galleries in the transepts for extra accommodation. For Chatwin this would have been architecturally out of character and before completion his view prevailed.

Concern was regularly expressed in The Ecclesiologist and SPAB Annual Reports regarding the undue influence of architects over church design. J T Micklethwaite described an enthusiastic church committee led astray by an architect into restoration when preservation was needed. It is self-evidently in the architect’s interests to undertake the maximum work. It can further be argued that demolition and rebuilding is an easier option than restoration; and that restoration compared with preservation is more straightforward and a more dramatic demonstration of the architect’s skills. In view of the revived interest in gothic, the neglect of church buildings and the religious revival, SPAB disagreed with but understood the enthusiasm to undertake such projects:

‘What wonder, then, if the restoration of obsolete liturgical features and the more obvious aspects of a Georgian building, had precedence over the less attractive amusements of underpinning, grouting, stiffening and weather-proofing?’ Chatwin was described by G E Street, the nationally known architect who judged the competition to design St Martin’s, as the ‘facile princeps’ ie. easily the best. With such a commendation it must have been difficult for a church committee to argue with his designs.

All records show St Martin’s to have been much admired, a fitting mother-church for the town. Satisfaction was expressed that ‘as much as possible has been done to connect the present church with its predecessor’, choir stalls made from old timber, old stonework built into the walls and tombs, monuments and tablets replaced. The Post expressed great local pride in ‘a Birmingham work’ designed locally and constructed by local people.

Objections were raised regarding the speed with which the rector, Dr Wilkinson, authorised the demolition of the old church. These may have been in light of the fact that insufficient funds had been raised at that time. However, acceptance of the principle that demolishing and rebuilding the church was a restoration is borne out by a notable voice of dissent, that of J T Bunce:

‘Properly speaking, there has been no restoration at all, but an absolute demolition of an inconvenient and unsightly building, destitute of any single feature of interest, and the substitution for it of a new and larger church, on a different plan, and in a different style of architecture. The fact that the word 'restoration' has been adopted and accepted as properly describing such a work affords a curious illustration of the very wide meaning which has now become attached to that word.’

Handsworth, some miles from Birmingham and increasing in population, numbered wealthy Birmingham families among its inhabitants including J A Chatwin. By 1875 dissatisfaction was expressed about St Mary’s Church, parts of which were unsafe, the building too small and the 1820 work in poor taste. Only the medieval tower was thought to have any value and internally this was hidden by partitions and galleries. The galleries were ‘unsightly, incommodious, and out of character’ and the box pews ‘ill-adapted to the purposes of Public Worship.’ The loss of the nave arcade was bemoaned and the whole was considered ‘incongruous, undignified . . . a shapeless mass of mere masonry.’

Chatwin’s examination showed that the columns supporting the roof were being pushed outwards by the roof timbers and that the north-east corner was in imminent danger of collapse. A builder, Samuel Briggs confirmed his suspicions and recommended that work start immediately. Chatwin quoted to restore the church to a correct gothic style, to reroof the church, to extend nave and aisles by twenty feet, remove the galleries, open up the tower arch, rebuild the lost arcade and chancel arch, address subsidence caused by vaults, restore damaged mullions caused by opening up the window spaces, replace the Georgian porch, replace box pews with benches and to remove all whitewash and plaster. Chatwin was also asked against his better judgement to plan for a second north aisle; he felt the money would be better spent on ornament. In the event he was overruled.

Chatwin removed the porch and found the wall in a poorer state than suspected. ‘It was hoped that a little bit of the south wall might be retained for auld lang syne’, but the walls began to collapse as the porch was removed and this proved impossible.’ The Gazette’s assertion that only work of the last century would be removed was over-optimistic: Chatwin’s restoration was almost a rebuilding of all but the tower. However, it was considered only fitting for ‘this large and influential parish’ to have ‘a church worthy of its place, its position and history.’ As with St Martin’s there appears to have been opposition to the principle of complete rebuilding. Some box-pew holders feared a loss of privacy. The last remaining objector was convinced when Chatwin told him that to retain uniformity of height with the new bench pews he would have to lower the floor of his pew. The objector felt he would be stepping into his grave and relented.

The danger was recognised that architects might destroy everything old and interesting ‘in the fiery furnace of restoration’, but Chatwin was not thought be such an iconoclast and could be trusted to do his utmost to retain all old associations. An individual dissension is recorded by A E Everitt writing as the restoration began with the demolition of the Georgian south porch:

‘Although not in accordance with its surroundings, yet we seem to regret its recent removal, as being a landmark of the work of our more immediate forefathers.’

It is doubtful whether Everitt would have had support for its retention. Even the preservationist, J T Micklethwaite maintained that it was acceptable to remove ‘modern’ (ie. Georgian) work.

Effectively a new church was built at Handsworth which retained only the old tower and replaced old tablets and monuments. Restoration took five years and exceeded budget by more than a third. Records show universal praise of the new church’s ‘proportions and appearance, with its lofty open timbered roof, graceful pointed arches, and old historic and honoured monuments.’

Everitt’s tentative preservationism can be seen again when he wrote about St Peter & St Paul, Aston in 1872 seven years before its restoration began. The fabric was in poor condition, the church was too small for such a large parish and it had typical 18th-century alterations. Everitt was content to see removed ‘the unsightly pews and ceilings of this latter time’, but was concerned that restoration often meant destruction. Restoring old monuments ‘obliterates the mellowing tones that time alone can give.’ Better leave them as they are than renew them and thus erase their antiquity. However, writing of Handsworth before its restoration he expressed confidence in ‘such a thoroughly competent architect as Mr Chatwin.’ Chatwin restored Aston church 1879-1890 much as he had Handsworth.

Other Birmingham churches restored in the same radical way were St Mary, Moseley first by Rickman in 1823 and then in stages by Chatwin 1876-1897, and similarly St Bartholomew, Edgbaston by Chatwin 1885-1889. The only substantial remains of the pre-19th-century buildings are the towers.

St Nicholas, Kings Norton is a church far less substantially restored than those by Chatwin and yet has left a controversy which runs to the present. Parts of the church were thought unsafe and ‘the original plan of the building (had) . . . been encrusted by unsightly additions’, typical 18th-century alterations which continued into the 19th-century restorations. In 1870 W J Hopkins surveyed the church and found cracks in the tower, serious problems with all the roofs and the north arcade out of true. He recommended careful restoration ‘in accordance with the original design’. This was conjectural, but he detailed the removal of the gabled aisle roofs which were out of keeping and their replacement with lean-to roofs, raising the roof by ten feet to give a steeper pitch, demolishing a brick vestry and stripping the plaster walls. He was keen to re-use roof timber if possible and to demolish nothing, the north arcade in particular, unless absolutely necessary.

Harvey Green typified the attitude of the Restoration Committee in expressing local pride in the church, that it had been used as model gothic by contemporary architects and that it was worth every effort to see it carefully restored. He emphasised that the church was everyone’s heritage, ‘not private property, but national property.’

Internally the chancel was cleared of pews, round-headed windows were replaced with pointed lancets and the newly discovered Norman windows restored. The Georgian ceilings were removed and the box pews cut to size as bench pews. Private donations paid for the church to be later fitted out ecclesiologically with encaustic tiles in a chancel cleared of monuments, a new organ was put in place, stained glass windows, a brass eagle lectern, new font and statues for the niches in the tower.

The walls were stripped of plaster. A belief propounded regularly in The Ecclesiologist was that pre-Reformation churches had bare stone walls. During restoration the walls of ancient churches were often stripped of plaster and the joints pointed. The Ecclesiologist gave practical information on how to strip whitewash. However, examples were also given of wall paintings found in ancient churches, and these were done on plaster. In Birmingham pre-Reformation wall paintings were found during restoration at St Martin-in-the-Bull Ring and at Yardley. Indeed, the Ecclesiological Society wanted to see old paintings restored and new ones where they had not previously existed. SPAB was nicknamed ‘The Anti-Scrape’ and protested vehemently against the removal of whitewash and plaster: ‘ancient buildings from earliest times have been finished with stucco and plaster, which was invariably whitened’ The raised joints of which restorers were so proud were ‘pure barbarism.’ At Kings Norton evidence of wall paintings was also found including the Last Judgement over the chancel arch, but these were destroyed when the walls were stripped. James Holliday was appalled but felt that at least the paintings would not be subject to a renovation which was worse.

Following the restoration, church press releases and newspaper reports emphasised the urgent need for structural repair, the care taken in restoration and the appropriateness of new additions. The dangerous north aisle wall was rebuilt on concrete foundations and the leaning north arcade was carefully taken down and rebuilt using the old materials in their former positions. The gabled roof was replaced by a lean-to roof in 14th-century style with a parapet based on existing traces and by comparison with that at the top of the tower. The nave roof was built on hammer-beam principles. It may be that funds were insufficient for the south aisle gables to be replaced, and being sound they were not a priority and still remain.

The Birmingham Morning News enthused: ‘The interior now presents a very comely appearance, the embellishment of the chancel being especially characterised by artistic skill in design and perfection of workmanship . . . (it) is the beau ideal of our time-honoured parish churches.’

James Holliday, a member of SPAB from the beginning and their local correspondent argued that nothing should have been done to alter the existing church. He argued that every detail of the restoration was inaccurate anyway. The lean-to roof was not in 14th-century style but should have been a ridge, the coping of the parapet had no precedent, and the nave roof was too elaborate and 15th-century in style with 14th-century pitch. Worse was the hammer-beam nave held together with iron ties; original hammer-beam roofs were designed to be self-supporting to obviate the necessity of ties. New stone corbels supporting the roof ‘might be supposed to have been bought by the gross, so poor and mechanical are they in design and execution.’ Windows in the north aisle had been needlessly altered and a sound old doorway replaced by a modern one.

The church’s reputation did no better at the hands of A E Everitt writing in 1884 when his stance on preservation appears to have hardened. He described Kings Norton as a ‘lamentable instance of mischievous and thoughtless restoration’ maintaining that clergy and architects should be the custodians of old churches for future generations and should think of ‘an old church as a history in stone in which the handwriting of former generations should be preserved.’ He advocated greater respect towards such post-gothic work as 17th- and 18th-century altar rails and panelling and bemoaned their cheap modern replacements. These criticisms must be kept in context. They were written by a small number of highly educated observers in an academic journal, The Transactions of the Birmingham and Midland Institute Archaeological Society, and were probably not representative or influential on what most people thought. The magazine, Birmingham Faces and Places would have echoed the popular view in its description of Kings Norton village, full of local pride and interest, and the church which had been ‘restored with extreme care and thoroughness.’

Although enlargements rather than restorations interesting developments occurred at the Ascension, Hall Green and at St Philip’s, Birmingham. Hall Green was a small neo-classical church with no chancel. In 1860 a chancel and transepts were added in keeping with the building’s Queen Anne style. No attempt was made to gothicise or alter the internal decor. One can only conjecture why, when gothic was so convincingly the only ecclesiastical style. The deciding factor may have been financial: it may have been thought inappropriate to add a gothic chancel and transepts to a neo-classical building without gothicising the rest and funding may not have been available. Or could it have been that, unfashionably for that time, the building was appreciated for its neo-classical style? St Philip’s similarly was neo-classical with only an apsidal chancel. Chatwin was asked to create a full chancel with choir and make other enlargements. It was expected that he might gothicise the whole building as he had at St Martin’s, but his designs executed in 1884 were entirely in keeping with the baroque character of the church. It is unlikely that this prestigious town centre church would not have been able to raise the finance. Surely the conclusion is that Chatwin, facile princeps of gothic restorers believed that here the classical style had its place.

St Edburgha, Yardley, like Northfield, had little structural post-Reformation alteration and was late in its internal restoration . When Everitt described it in 1874 there remained many 17th- and 18th-century elements which he found ‘quaint and picturesque.’ In the chancel were the 17th-century altar rail and communion table, heraldic devices and funerary monuments, a flat ceiling and a marble font which, ‘although ecclesiastically out of place, yet aids the general effect of the whole.’ His views can have found no sympathy, however, because the church was later rendered ecclesiologically correct. It had a small amount of additional building work and that not until 1890.
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Churches of Ancient Foundation

@ @ @   B5 City Centre Bull Ring
 St Martin-in-the-Bull Ring, Birmingham Parish Church VCH 6
St Martin’s is known as ‘the Mother Church of Birmingham’.

It is not known whether there was a church here in Anglo-Saxon times. When the new town of Birmingham was developed (See Medieval Birmingham - a new town.) at the time of the Market Charter it is possible that Peter de Birmingham also moved his manor house to the Moat Lane site and built St Martin’s as new church close by. Where the original Anglo-Saxon site was, if indeed it was elsewhere, is not known.

Evidence was found in 1873 of the 12th-century building. Although the earliest recorded mention is 1263, it is almost certain that a small church existed here around the time of the Market Charter 1166; some ancient stonework survives in the Guild Chapel. The presumed earlier church was replaced by a building in local red sandstone at the end of 13th century built by one of the manorial de Bermingham family.

By 1690 the badly-worn sandstone church, except for the spire, was encased in three layers of brick in neo-classical style; the spire was rebuilt 1781 in stone by John Chesshire and internal galleries added (see Hutton 1781). In the mid-19th century the rector Dr John Miller launched an appeal to restore the church but funds were not forthcoming and only the tower and spire were restored by P C Hardwick from 1853, the final stone being placed in the presence of Prince Albert 1855.

In 1872 the rector Dr William Wilkinson began fund-raising for a complete rebuilding, and although only half the money had been raised by 1873, the whole building except the tower and spire were taken down and the whole rebuilt by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin in stone in early 14th-century decorated gothic style. The new church was 15m longer than the previous and had north and south transepts. Chatwin had originally intended to preserve what he could of the medieval building, but it was so badly decayed as to prove impossible: the ends of the chancel beams were rotten and gallery pillars were built without foundations and close to crumbling vaults. However, careful demolition ensured that as much as possible was learnt about the church before evidence was destroyed. The choir stalls were made of wood salvaged from the medieval roof timbers. The fine hammerbeam roof is a copy of that at Westminster Hall on which Chatwin had worked under Barry and Pugin. The chancel roof is barrel-vaulted and rests on corbels carved as minstrels. There is a fine chancel floor of Minton tiles. Chatwin’s sandstone reredos 1876 stretches across the full width of the east window and is made up of 7 panels under elaborate gothic arches with 45 figures in alabaster and shows scenes of Christ entering Jerusalem, casting out the money-lenders, the Last Supper, the Garden of Gethsemane, the betrayal; figures of the Apostles and of Moses and Aaron appear along the top and sides. The new church was reconsecrated 20 July 1875 by Bishop Henry Philpott of Worcester.

Serious World War 2 bomb damage at the west end 10 April 1941. All the Victorian stained glass was destroyed with the exception of the Burne-Jones south transept window which had been stored in a place of safety that same day by W E Barnes, Bishop of Birmingham. The church council had decided that the window should not be removed as it could be replaced if damaged. There are a number of war memorials in the church.

War damage was restored 1956-7 and a new parish hall built by J A’s son P B Chatwin also in red sandstone but in a sort of Tudor style.
Stone statues in medieval style on the north and west fronts designed by Chatwin and made by Robert Bridgeman’s of Lichfield depict King Richard I 1914 in commemoration of his visit c1189 confirming the market charter, and St Martin of Tours giving his cloak to a beggar 1913. Above the south porch a series of 6 roundels follow the curve of the arch also by Chatwin 1873 show scenes from St Martin’s life with a statue Saint Martin in bishop’s garb at the apex.
Badly worn effigies are early members of de Birmingham family: Sir John de Birmingham c1400, Sir William de Birmingham c1325, Sir Fulk de Birmingham c1370 all of whom must have been buried in the church. There is also an effigy of an unknown priest c1500. Stained glass window in south transept glazed by William Morris from Edward Burne-Jones’ design 1875-80; all other glass post-dates World War 2.

The external stonework was cleaned during the redevelopment of the Bull Ring 2002-2003.

There were 4 bells in 1552, 6 in 1682, 8 in 1751. When St Philip’s increased theirs to a 10-bell ring, St Martin’s brought theirs up to 12. The bells were then 7 of 1758 by Lester & Pack of London, 2 of 1769, and one each of 1771, 1772, and 1790. A number of the bells were recast and rehung over the years; all 12 were recast 1928 by Mears & Stainbank of Whitechapel. The rivalry with St Philip’s continued: in 1991 this became the only church in the world with 16 bells capable of English change-ringing. This ring in C cast by the Whitechapel Bell Foundry has the heaviest full circle tenor in the diocese weighing 39cwt 3qr 19st. It is the mother-church of Birmingham diocesan guild, St Martin’s Guild of Church Bellringers for the Diocese of Birmingham established 1755.

Burials must have taken place here from the Middle Ages; the burial registers date from 1554. The graveyard was extremely full by the late 18th century and extended; it closed 1848 when Park Street Burial Ground opened, except for burials in family graves which continued until 1915. The churchyard was laid out 1880 as a public park. The crypt was excavated by Birmingham Museum 1974 and found to be two thirds full of disarticulated human bones.
Grade II* Listed.

(Some information here adapted from Colin Hickman’s article on the St Martin’s-in-the-Bull Ring website.)

>>>     B6 Aston Witton Road/ Aston Hall Road
 St Peter & St Paul, Aston Parish Church VCH 11
Steven Bassett (Midland History 25, 2000) believes that Aston church may have been a minster church at the centre of a large Anglo-Saxon land unit. The medieval parish of Aston was a large one with chapelries at Castle, Bromwich, Deritend, Erdington, Little Bromwich (Ward End), Water Orton and Yardley. However, the name Aston means a settlement or land unit east of another. Bassett believes that this may be have been Harborne whose Anglo-Saxon extent included Smethwick, West Bromwich and the Barrs, thus making it west of Aston. Aston may have been a sub-minster in the control of the minster church of Harborne. A priest at Aston is mentioned in the Domesday Book, supporting the probability of Anglo-Saxon foundation.

14th-century stonework is reset in the south wall of south aisle; the piscina is from the original chapel of the Virgin Mary. The tower is 15th-century with a tall octagonal spire rebuilt 1776 by John Chesshire. The roof and interior were restored 1790, and most of the church rebuilt and much enlarged in 14th-century decorated gothic style 1879-90 by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin. The south aisle and porch date from 1908.
The church has many good monuments including an unknown knight 1306 and lady c1490 possibly brought here from Maxstoke Abbey; in the choir is the Ralph Arden effigy d.1360, he was the great-great-great-great-great-grandfather of William Shakespeare; in the Erdington Chapel Sir Thomas de Erdington d.1433, his wife Joan Harcourt d.1417 originally in a chantry chapel built by their son 1459, Sir Thomas shown in full armour formerly wore a collar bearing the red rose Lancastrian insignia presented by Henry V which was removed by his son when the House of York came to power; Sir William Harcourt d.1482 wears the Yorkist collar awarded by Edward IV; a number of Holtes are commemorated including in the north aisle a memorial to William Holte d.1518 and Joan his wife, of poor quality and probably by a local mason copying other tombs, a memorial Sir Thomas Holte 1571-1654 builder of Aston Hall, a memorial to Edward Holte d.1593 and wife in Elizabethan dress, and a memorial to Sir Charles Holte 1722-1782, the last of the line; Sir Edward Devereux d.1622 who built Castle Bromwich Hall and his wife Katherine d.1627, Sir Walter Devereux d 1632, five sons and four daughters also; and Sir John Bridgeman d.1710 also of Castle Bromwich Hall.

The stalls include four from the late 15th century from St Margaret Leicester; fragments of the carved 12th-century preaching cross are placed in the south chapel; the north window of the north chapel 1793 has stained glass by Francis Eginton. The eagle lectern in brass was given by the Ansell family, the pulpit paid for by local families is well carved with much marble, dated New Years Day 1885.

On the wall of the Meeting Room is the bust of John Rogers b1500 in Deritend, who was burnt at the stake in 1550. He translated the Bible into English. The bust is clothed in Victorian style; it was made in 1883 paid by public subscription and moved from its original home, St John Deritend when that church closed in 1940. World War 1 memorial and roll of honour built 1914-1918 outside the church. Stained glass windows damaged by German bombs during World War 2 were replaced in plain glass 1941.

There were 5 bells in 1552, which were made up to a ring of 8 by Pack & Chapman of Whitehall 1775/ 1776 (21cwt tenor). In 1814 two new trebles were added and the old fourth and the tenor were recast. All were recast and 2 more bells added 1935 by Taylor’s of Loughborough making a ring of 12 in D; tenor 24-3-18.

A slab in the churchyard west of the tower is the grave of William Hutton (See BIOGRAPHY) and his wife; between the church and Witton Lane is the tomb of bellringer Henry Johnson (See BIOGRAPHY) erected by ‘the Ringers of England in grateful memory of Henry Johnson, to whose ability and perseverance the art of change-ringing is widely endebted.’

Grade II* Listed


@ @ @   B8 Ward End St Margarets Road/ Church Walk
 St Margaret/ Holy Trinity/ St Mary the Virgin & St Margaret VCH 5
St Margaret’s is the only foundation of its date in Birmingham. Built 1517 by Coventry merchant Thomas Boyd, in ruins by 1730 noted as under repair. By the early 19th century it was being used as a barn. After a public appeal for funds the church was completely rebuilt in simple gothic style by Thomas Rickman (VCH) possibly by J Frith (Pevsner), rededicated 1834, consecrated 1841. It is brick-built but was rendered to simulate stone after external and internal restoration 1929. Closed due to falling numbers 2004.

A monument with bust 1848 by Peter Hollins commemorates Birmingham’s first historian William Hutton d.1815 who lived in a house (demolished) off Washwood Heath Road at Hutton Avenue. (1833 engraving in Jukes 1990 (See BIBLIOGRAPHY and BIOGRAPHY.) Grade II Listed Building.
Burials seem to have taken place here from the 16th century; the burial registers date from 1842 after the church was reconsecrated. The churchyard came under the control of the City Parks Department 1927 although burials in family graves continued until 1942. 


>>>     B13 Moseley St Mary’s Row
 St Mary, Moseley Parish Church VCH 17 - see VCH Worcs 3
Founded rather later than Birmingham’s other ancient churches, St Mary’s is first mentioned 1405 in a declaration of the church as a chapel-of-ease of Kings Norton church. The date of its foundation is possibly earlier but unknown. The oldest surviving part of church is the tower 1514 which was built using 48 wagon-loads of stone blocks from Bromsgrove's old parsonage. By 1780 the chapel was in disrepair and services could no longer be held here.

The fallen roof was repaired 1780 and the church encased in brick over 2m higher than the original stone; round-headed neo-classical windows were inserted in the nave and tower; the tower was balustraded.

In 1823 Thomas Rickman was employed to remove the 17th/ 18th-century classical alterations and to regothicise the church; he plastered the external brick-clad walls to look like stone, added cast-iron girders simulated as timber, added a gallery and put gothic-style iron frames in the windows.

Rickman’s work was all lost in further gothic restoration, rebuilding and extension which had begun by 1876 by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin. In 1886 the north aisle was added, 1897 the chancel and transept were built. The nave and south aisle were reconstructed 1910 by Chatwin’s son, P B Chatwin who also repaired 1940 World War 2 German bomb damage in 1952-4.

The chalice and paten date from 1759. The church was used for burials from before 1469.

St Mary’s original three bells, later recast, are recorded in the 1552 inventory:

Treble by Hugh Watts of Leicester inscribed ‘God save the King 1638’;
2nd by John Martin of Worcester inscribed ‘Jesus bee our good speed 1650’;
3rd by William Brooke of Bromsgrove inscribed ‘Wm Broke cast me, Samuel Smith, Junier, Churchwarden, 1740’.

In 1861 a ring of 8 steel bells made at Naylor Vickers & Company’s River Don Works in Sheffield was loaned by the firm to St Marie’s Roman Catholic church in Sheffield. This was an unusual experiment as bells have been made with a copper-tin alloy known as bell metal from time immemorial. Steel bells are very heavy for the note they produce in comparison with bell metal. In 1874 Sir John Holder of Pitmaston, Moor Green bought them for St Mary’s. The treble was first recast by Naylor Vickers, who also made the two-tier frame. In 1903 the bells were rehung by Charles Carr of Smethwick.

Treble - PATENT CAST STEEL 6046. VICKERS AND SONS LIMITED: SHEFFIELD 1874 Diameter 30 ¾ inches Weight 4cwt 1qr
2nd - NAYLOR VICKERS AND Co 1858 SHEFFIELD. E.RIEPES PATENT CAST STEEL, No.1985 Diameter 31¾ inches Weight 5cwt
3rd - NAYLOR VICKERS AND Co 1861 SHEFFIELD. E.RIEPES PATENT CAST STEEL, No.2508 Diameter 35½ inches Weight 6cwt 2qr
4th - NAYLOR VICKERS AND Co 1861 SHEFFIELD. E.RIEPES PATENT CAST STEEL, No.2515 Diameter 38½ inches Weight 7cwt 1qr
5th - NAYLOR VICKERS AND Co 1861 SHEFFIELD. E.RIEPES PATENT CAST STEEL, No.2123 Diameter 41¾ inches Weight 10cwt 2qr
6th - NAYLOR VICKERS AND Co 1861 SHEFFIELD. E.RIEPES PATENT CAST STEEL, No.2519 Diameter 44¾ inches Weight 11cwt 3qr
7th - NAYLOR VICKERS AND Co 1861 SHEFFIELD. E.RIEPES PATENT CAST STEEL, No.2486 Diameter 49½ inches Weight 13cwt 2qr
Tenor - NAYLOR VICKERS AND Co 1860 SHEFFIELD. E.RIEPES PATENT CAST STEEL, No.2085 Diameter 53½ inches Weight 16cwt 3qr 3 st


In 1874 Rebecca Anderton bought the three old bells to hang in the new St Anne’s Church with a fourth bell by James Barwell of Birmingham given by Miss Anderton and rung by a chiming apparatus given by F Elkington of Moseley Hall.
In 1909 when St Mary’s was partially rebuilt, the ringing room floor was removed; the bells were then chimed by hammers operated from an Ellacombe chiming apparatus worked by ropes pulled within a frame on the wall; the frame has been kept and is now in the clockroom. In 1937 the present clock was installed, and the weights’ cables so placed that four bells could no longer be rung. In 1979 the bell installation was found to be unsafe and it was recommended that it should be replaced. However, Jeff Webb and Simon Adams of St Edburgha Yardley suggested to the Parochial Church Council that the bells could and should be restored, this being the only surviving set of steel bells in the country. Using over 5000 hours of volunteer labour and a great deal of fund-raising, the restoration was completed by Easter 1991, when the bells were rung after morning service for the first time in over 80 years. St Mary’s steel bells now attract visiting ringers from all over the country.
Grade II Listed building.

(Some information here adapted from St Mary Moseley website).


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Church Road
 St Bartholomew, Edgbaston Parish Church/ Edgbaston Old Church VCH 2
First mentioned 1279, though an Anglo-Saxon foundation is possible, this was chapel of Edgbaston Hall. The nave is 14th-century and stands on the site of the first building here. The north aisle and arcade are late 15th-century and were paid for by lord of the manor Richard Middlemore, the tower c1500 paid for by his wife Margerie. Their son, Humphrey, became a Carthusian monk and was martyred 1535 during the Henry VIII’s persecution of Roman Catholics. Stained glass in the west window of the south arcade is a modern depiction of this.
There was severe Civil War damage 1658-1684 when the church was occupied by Parliamentary troops under Tinker Fox. The roof lead was melted for bullets, the roof timbers and stone were used to barricade Edgbaston Hall.

Ten years after the Restoration local people began to rebuild the ruined church at their own expense but were unable to finish it; in 1683 they were granted King’s Letters Patent to request charitable donations from church collections in Warwickshire, Northamptonshire, Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire, Worcestershire, Leicestershire and Shropshire, and the restoration was subsequently completed.

The remains of the house and property were sold in 1717 by Lady Falconberg, heiress to the Middlemore estates to Sir Richard Gough, who rebuilt the manor house. In 1725 Sir Richard also restored the church at his own expense. (See Dugdale 1730 BIBLIOGRAPHY and seating plans before and after 1721 in Edgbaston Parish Registers i (Dugdale Society viii) p86).

The church was enlarged 1810, 1845, 1856, 1885, and 1889, the later work by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin. In 1810 nave & north aisle were given a single low-pitched roof in a major restoration when the interior was almost totally rebuilt. In 1845 the roof was heightened by 2m to allow for galleries; 1856 the south aisle was built; 1885 the chancel was built by Middlemore descendants, brothers William, James and Richard Middlemore and chapels built, the nave widened, the clerestory raised and new roofs were built. In 1889 a second south aisle was made. The Lady Chapel was dedicated 1932.
Apart from late-15th-century work in the north and west walls of the north aisle and nave and the early-16th-century lower part of the tower, the church now is practically all Chatwin’s work. 
Three churchyard tombs of the Royalist Roman Catholic Middlemore family were destroyed during the Civil War occupation. Monuments survive to Sir Richard Gough d.1727, Sir Henry Gough d.1774, Lord Calthorpe d.1798. A notable wall monument of a snake twisted round a stick and foxglove commemorates William Withering, discoverer of digitalis by William Hollins; also a bust by William Hollins of Jean Marie de Lys, founder of the Deaf & Dumb Institute, and in the churchyard to monuments to J A Chatwin 1830-1907, William Hodinott d.1849, Jane Bellis d.1843, Catherine Chevasse d.1842.

South aisle stained glass commemorates the martyrdom of Richard’s Carthusian monk son, Humphrey, executed 1535 by Henry VIII for his Roman Catholic faith; the building of the tower is also depicted. Gravestones in the churchyard were removed c1965.
There are eight bells in Ab. An original 17th-century clapper hangs on the south wall. The bells are inscribed with the founder’s name, John Taylor of Loughborough who recast six bells and added two new trebles in 1927. They are rung for services by Birmingham University Society of Change Ringers.

Bell/Note
Diameter
Weight
Inscription
  

ft ins

cwts-qrs-lbs 
Treble Ab
2 1

4-1-6

To the Glory of God
2 G

2 2

4-3-2

To the Glory of God

Given by Members of this congregation Adeste Fideles

3 F

2 3

4-1-22
Cast by T. Pyke Bridgwater 1781 Recast 1927
4 Eb

2 4

4-1-24
To the Greater Glory of God, Recast 1927
5 Db

2 5½

4-2-26
Mathew Bagley made mee 1685 Recast 1927
6 C

2 7

5-2-0

Mathew Bagley made mee 1685 Recast 1927
7 Bb

2 10

7-1-16
Mathew Bagley made mee 1685 Recast 1927
Tenor Ab
3 2½

10-0-14
Feare God and Honour The King Recast 1927

The church is Grade II Listed.


 @ @ @   B17 Harborne Old Church Road
 St Peter, Harborne Parish Church VCH 10
Steven Bassett (Midland History 25, 2000) believes that Harborne church may have been a minster church at the centre of a large Anglo-Saxon land unit which included Smethwick, Handsworth, West Bromwich and the Barrs as well as the large parish of Aston which itself included Castle, Bromwich, Deritend, Erdington, Little Bromwich (Ward End), Water Orton and Yardley. It probably originally included the manor of Birmingham.

First mention 1279; lower part of tower 14th-century possibly on an earlier base; other 14th-century evidence on the tower includes a carved corbel for a statue on the north-west buttress, a window in the south wall and a niche in the north wall. The upper part of the embattled square tower was rebuilt in the 15th-century.

1820 all was rebuilt in classical style in brick except the tower. 1867 all but the tower was rebuilt in gothic style in rock-faced red sandstone by Yeoville Thomason; the purpose of rebuilding was largely to cater for an expanding congregation, so there is an aisled nave, transepts with galleries and an apsidal chancel. The church hall was designed K F Grice 1963.
The burial registers date from 1538 but the churchyard must have been in use from medieval times.

The east window commemorates famous Birmingham artist David Cox (1783-1859) whose grave is in the churchyard.
A ring of 6 bells was hung here cast by William Bagley of Chacombe 1691 (9cwt tenor). No.2 was recast 1799 by Mears of Whitechapel and two new trebles were added by John Warner & Sons of London 1877. The present 8 in F# (tenor 12-3-24) were cast by Taylor of Loughborough 1923 for Bishop Ryder church from the original Blews 8 in 1869. They were brought here 1962, the original Bagley tenor being kept as a chiming bell.
Grade II Listed Building.


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Hamstead Road
 St Mary, Handsworth Parish Church VCH 8
First mention 1200; late-12th-century tower rebuilt 15th century; the lower part of the tower with its square buttresses remains from the 12th-century; the upper tower is the 15th-century rebuilding. Part of an early 14th-century piscina remains. 1820 major alterations and extensions by William Hollins including rebuilding north aisle and building north transept. 1826 Thomas Rickman built the south-east chapel as a memorial to James Watt. 1876-80 most of church rebuilt and lengthened in 14th-century style decorated gothic style by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin. The Watt Chapel was strengthened 1994. 
Tombs of William Stanford d.1558 and William Wyrley d.1561, Thomas Wyrley d.1598, lords of the manor. There are a number of monuments by 19th-century Birmingham sculptor Peter Hollins.
This church is dubbed ‘The Westminster Abbey of the Industrial Revolution’.
The 1813 marble monument to Matthew Boulton d.1809 in the north aisle was commissioned by his son and executed by John Flaxman who had worked with Boulton. In neo-classical style a bust of Boulton is set in a roundel above two cherubs, one holding a torch representing immortality and the other holding a relief of the Soho Manufactory. A tablet extols his virtues.
In the Watt Chapel specially built by Thomas Rickman is Sir Francis Chantrey’s 1825 marble statue of James Watt d.1819 commissioned by his son. The statue was displayed at the Royal Academy in London before being placed here 1827. It shows Watt seated deep in thought holding a pair of dividers on a large sheet of paper. Chantrey believed this to be his finest work. The statue stands alone in the chapel on a marble pedestal carved by William and Peter Hollins and designed in gothic style to match the chapel by Rickman. The monument was cleaned 1994. Chantrey made three more statues of Watt which are in Scotland and one for Westminster Abbey.
William Murdock d.1839 is commemorated in the chancel opposite the Boulton monument by Sir Francis Chantrey’s monument 1827. A neo-classical bust in marble of Murdock probably commissioned by his son stands within a blind gothic arch above a tablet bearing the names and dates of Murdock and two sons William d.1831 and John d.1862.
There was a ring of 4 bells before 1701 when they were recast by Joseph Smith of Edgbaston and 2 more added. In 1890 2 more trebles were added by Barwell of Birmingham; all 8 were recast 1955 by Taylor of Loughborough (tenor 15-2-22 in F).

Grade II* Listed Building.
The burial registers date from 1588 although the churchyard must have been used for burials from at least the Middle Ages; buried here are Francis Eginton of stained glass fame, Kempson the medallist and forger William Booth. The churchyard closed 1909 although burials in family graves continued until 1938; the churchyard came under the control of the Parks Department 1933.


@ @ @   B25 Yardley Church Road
 St Edburgha, Yardley Parish Church VCH 14 - see VCH Worcs 3
First mention 1220, south doorway and south wall of chancel 13th-century, much of the church is decorated style c.1290-1370, chancel arch 14th-century, porch carved oak 15th century, tower 15th-century. Outside above the north aisle door are carved a Tudor rose and a pomegranate, symbols of the marriage between Henry VIII and Catherine of Aragon; Henry gave her the manor of Yardley 1533 after his divorce from her which effectively caused the break between the Roman and English churches. The chancel was lengthened 1890. 18th-century internal arrangements such as high pews were removed c1890 and the church looks much as it must have done in the Middle Ages.
Monument to Job Marston buried here who bequeathed funds for the Church of the Ascension, Hall Green. Stained glass in the north aisle commemorates Rev William Sutherns, last of the Yardley Trust schoolmasters; Yardley Old Grammar School is shown in the window.

From at least 1552 there were 2 bells at Yardley; in 1638 Hugh Watts of Leicester hung three bells here, no doubt reusing the existing bell metal; another bell cast by John Martin of Worcester was added 1653. By 1691 William Bagly had added a fifth bell. The bells were rehung in 1892 by Henry Bisseker of Birmingham; new bearings and a sixth bell were supplied by James Barwell of Birmingham 1902. All the bells were recast and 2 new trebles added and hung in a new frame by Taylor’s of Loughborough 1950.

Treble
F#
JOHN TAYLOR & CO, FOUNDERS LOUGHBOROUGH 1950 IN MEMORY OF THOMAS E HUGHES OBIIT 1949 - 3ct 3qr 27st

2
F
JOHN TAYLOR & CO, FOUNDERS LOUGHBOROUGH 1950 PRESENTED BY PAST AND PRESENT MEMBERS OF THE YARDLEY GRAMMAR SCHOOL - 4-1-3

3
D#
BARWELL FOUNDER RECAST 1950 THE GIFT OF THE PARISHIONERS IN COMMEMORATION OF THE CORONATION OF KING EDWARD THE SEVENTH JUNE 26, 1902 - 4-2-19

4
C#
THE BEQVEST OF AYLMER FOLLIOT ESQ 1638 RECAST 1950 - 5-1-20

5
B
ALL PRAISE AND GLORI BEE to GOD FOR EVER 1653 I.A. RECAST 1950

(I.A. is James Archer, priest here 1612-1679.)

6
A#
RICHARD WHITVS GEORGE BISSELL CHURCHWARDENS WILLIAM BAGLY MADE MEE 1691 RECAST 1950 - 7-0-23

7
G#
IHS NAZARENUS; REX IVDEORVM: FILI DEI: MISERERE MEI: 1638 RECAST 1950 (Jesus the Nazarene, King of the Jews, Son of God, have mercy on me.)

Tenor
F#
HVMFREY HOBDAY AND RICHARD BISSELL CHURCHWARDENS 1638 RECAST 1950

(Information on the bells adapted from St Edburgha Yardley website.)

Burial registers date from 1538 although the churchyard must have been used for burials from medieval times; the churchyard was closed 1883 although family plots continued in use until 1935; from 1927 the burial ground became the responsibility of the City Parks Committee.

8 bells. 
Grade I Listed and part of Yardley Conservation Area (Outstanding category).
The former Sunday school 1832 stands at Church Road/ School Lane corner and is Grade II Listed BSMR. Yardley Vicarage 1960 stood at Church Road/ Vicarage Road corner replacing an earlier 18th-century vicarage though the coach house and a cedar of Lebanon survive. It was demolished 2001. 


@ @ @   B26 Sheldon Church Road/ Ragley Drive
 St Giles, Sheldon Parish Church VCH 15 - see VCH Warks
A typical Warwickshire country church and largely a surviving 14th-century building. The chancel arch is the most ancient part. The nave has fine carved roof of 1330, the north aisle was added c1350; the nave extended and the embattled west tower was built 1461 probably using materials from the derelict Sheldon West Hall at Kents Moat. The timber-framed south porch is early 16th-century. The nave was partly and the chancel completely rebuilt 1867 and 18th-century internal arrangements such as high pews were removed when the church was restored by Slater & Carpenter 1867. However, the church looks much as it must have done in the Middle Ages.

The octagonal font is 15th-century. The 15th-century reredos has been reset in the north wall; although the figures of the Annunciation have been removed, their silhouette can be seen. The paten and chalice date from 1717.

There were formerly four bells here in an old wooden frame, the tenor by John Martin 1650 9cwt 3qr 13st; they were rehung with new fittings by Barwell 1911. They were remodelled as six in Ab. The old tenor was sold as a chiming bell to Hawes, North Yorkshire, two new bells were cast 1992 to make five, and a redundant bell from St Gregory the Great, Small Heath added to make six. A new steel frame was installed lower in the tower and the old wooden frame retained in place for historical interest.

Treble Charles Carr, Smethwick

 1926
  3cwt 1qr 5st

2 John Taylor & Co, Loughborough 
 1992  3-2-12

3 John Taylor & Co, Loughborough 
 1992  4-0-8

4 Joseph Smith, Edgbaston  


 1732  4-2-10

5 Unknown 




c1350  5-1-22

Tenor Thomas Newcombe, Leicester 
c1580  8-1-8

The 5 and 6 are believed to be the oldest ringing bells in Birmingham.

The church is Grade II* Listed.
The burial registers date from 1558 but evidence was found in 1867 that the churchyard was used at least from medieval times with the discovery of a 13th-century stone coffin lid carved with a plain cross; such a coffin would have belonged to a person of some wealth. Inside the church are 10 funeral monuments, the earliest dating from 1724.


 >>>     B31 Northfield Rectory Road/ Old Church Hill
 St Laurence, Northfield Parish Church (Lawrence) VCH 16 - see VCH Worcs 3
A priest is mentioned in the Domesday Book 1086; reset in north wall of 1900 is a Norman round-arched doorway of c1170 with a rather worn zig-zag pattern; also 12th-century are two plain windows with carved animal heads in the north and south faces of the tower. The 13th-century chancel replaced an earlier building and survives completely in its early English style; a new south aisle replaced an earlier added in the late 13th century, when the tower was also built, although only the lower part of this tower survives with a rebuilt 15th-century tower completing the upper stages as now seen. Also in the 15th century the chancel and nave roofs were raised and the south porch replaced by the present one with its half-timbered sides on a sandstone base. The pulpit is made of wood from the medieval rood screen. Hannoverian arms hang over the tower arch; all other 18th-century internal arrangements such as high pews and low ceilings were removed in a sensitive restoration in the late 19th century; the chancel was raised and the rood screen installed. 1900 the north aisle was built by G F Bodley in accurate 14th-century style. The church looks very much as it did in the Middle Ages. The chalice and paten date from 1604.

In 1730 a ring of 6 bells was cast and installed by Joseph Smith of Edgbaston; there had clearly been some opposition to the augmentation as the bells bore the following inscriptions:

Treble  We are six tho’ once but five

2           and against our casting some did strive

3           but when a day for meeting there was fixt

4           apeared but nine against twenty six

5           Samuel Palmer and Thomas Silk Churchwardens

Tenor   Thomas Kettle and William Jervoise did contrive To make us six that were but five.

The tower was renovated 1999 and a new ground floor ringing chamber created. The new steel frame is placed below the 1637 frame which has been retained in place for historical interest. The bells were re-hung with an addition of two new trebles making a peal of ten which new ring was blessed 20 November 1999. The tenor in F# weighs 14cwt 1qr 13st.

This is a Grade I Listed Building.
Burials must have taken place here at least from Norman times; the burial registers date from 1560; the churchyard was extended 1881 and 1899; it is now closed but family plots continue to be used.


@ @ @   B32 Frankley Church Hill

 St Leonard, Frankley Parish Church

Although dating from the 12th century, rebuilding has left very little medieval evidence; the west window is 15th-century. The church is faced in grey and red sandstone (the latter locally available from Holly Hill quarry) and consists of a nave and chancel, west tower and south porch. The tower was built of stone from the ruined Frankley Hall manor house opposite which was destroyed during the Civil War by the Royalists 1642 to prevent its use by Parliament. The single bell bears the inscription ‘Sir Iohn Littilton 1588’, lord of the manor. St Leonard’s was a chapel of Halesowen until 1866 when it became a parish church. From 1738 the church was granted permission to bury parishioners in the churchyard, rather than they be taken to the mother church at Halesowen for interment.

@ @ @   B38 Kings Norton The Green/ Back Lane
 St Nicholas, Kings Norton Parish Church VCH 18 - see VCH Worcs 3
The original Norman church on the site of the present chancel was rebuilt in late 13th- and again in the 14th century in sandstone. The west tower with embattled parapet and an unusual octagonal crocketed spire and south porch and doorway are 15th-century; 1615 the roof was raised by the addition of a clerestory and the three gabled roofs; 1872 north aisle rebuilt by W J Hopkins and other restoration carried out including removal of 18th-century high pews and low ceilings. Two round-arched Norman windows are reset in the north wall of the chancel which was partly rebuilt in the early 13th century, the north arcade was built in the late 13th century and rebuilt using the old materials by Hopkins 1872, and the south arcade in the early 14th century; the chancel arch with its ballflower ornament is also 14th-century. The chancel as now seen dates largely from Ewan Christian’s 1863 restoration. Major restoration including the addition of a north-west vestry and the removal of 18th-century box pews and low ceilings was carried out 1872 by Hopkins.

There were 8 bells by Chapman & Mears of London 1783; No.5 was recast by Mears 1826, No.1 and No.7 recast by Blews of Birmingham 1867. All were replaced by 8 cast by Taylor’s of Loughborough 1924 with the exception of No.4 cast 1905. No.6 was recast by Taylor’s c1910.

The eight are inscribed:

Treble
William Blews & Sons Birmingham Foundry, recast 1876 recast 1924. Taylor Loughborough

2
Subscription promoted by T.S.Hadley and Wm. Jordan. Mears of London fecerant (Latin = made) 1783, recast 1924. Taylor Loughborough

3
If you have a judicious ear, you’ll own my song is sweet and clear. Chapman & Mears of London, fecerant 1783, recast 1924. Taylor Loughborough

4
Our voices shall in concert ring, in honour of both God and King. Chapman & Mears of London, fecerant 1783, recast John Taylor 1905

5
T.Mears of London. Fecit 1826. Recast 1924. Taylor Loughborough

6
John Taylor & Co. Loughborough recast 1924, Taylor Loughborough

7
Wm. Blews & Sons Birmingham Foundry. Gloria in Excelsis Deo. Recast A.D.1867. J.M.L.Aston Vicar. H.S.Parkes E.A.Prichett Churchwardens. Recast 1924 Taylor Loughborough

Tenor
Chapman & Mears of London fecerant 1783. Rev. Mr.Edwards Minister. Messrs Cotterell and Dudley Churchwardens. Recast 1924 Taylor Loughborough

In 1962 the ring was augmented by the addition of two new trebles to 10 in F#.

The church is Grade I Listed.
The chalice and paten are Elizabethan. The church was a chapel of Bromsgrove until 1846 when Kings Norton parish was created; however, the burial registers date from 1546 and burials must have taken place here for many years before that. Inside the church a worn slab commemorates Humfrey Toye, chaplain d.1515. The splendid Grevis/ Greaves/ Graves tomb with effigies of Sir Richard and Lady Anne originally in the chancel was moved under the tower c1870. In the churchyard is the Middlemore family monument. 


 @ @ @   B72 Sutton Coldfield Town Centre Coleshill Street
 Holy Trinity, Sutton Parish Church - see VCH Warks 4
There was a chapel built by the Earls of Mercia dedicated to St Blaise at the Sutton manor house on Manor Hill which was effectively the parish church until Holy Trinity was built in the 13th century; the first rector Gregory Harold was appointed 1305. St Blaise was demolished in the 15th century and stone from the chapel was used by Bishop Vesey to build the bridges over the Tame at Water Orton and Curdworth.
At Holy Trinity early 13th-century plinths and buttresses can be seen in the lower part of chancel east wall; the low broad tower was built in the 15th-century. Bishop Vesey added the north and south chapels, nave, aisles and porch c1533; the chancel east window is perpendicular restored in the 19th century. Part of the nave collapsed 1759, was rebuilt and roof raised. The outer north aisle and vestries added by Yeoville Thomason 1874-79 in perpendicular style; chancel decoration by C E Bateman 1914, extensive restoration 1929 including the decoration of the nave and north chapel. The south gallery is 18th-century, the north 19th-century. The font is Norman; there is a good pulpit with tester dating from c1745; the dado of the south half of the chancel screen is Jacobean, the north chapel screen is made of wood from the 17th-century organ and stalls of Worcester Cathedral, the south chapel screen is made from a Jacobean communion table.
Stained glass in the chancel east window is by Gibbs 1863, the east window in the north aisle by Ballantine c1870. Chalice and paten c1609. The painted of effigy of Bishop Vesey d.1554 lies on top of his tomb in the north chapel; the effigy is contemporary but the tomb-chest itself was erected 1748; the iron gate in the south porch was formerly the 1748 railing round the tomb. Busts of Henry Pudsey d.1677 and wife within opened curtains.

A peal of 6 bells was hung 1787 by John Rudhall of Gloucester; these were recast 1795 by T Mears of Whitechapel, London (tenor 22cwt). The 8-bell ring in Eb was restored with a new frame and fittings supplied by Taylors of Loughborough 1972.

1 John Taylor & Co, Loughborough 
1884   5cwt 1qr 9st

2 John Taylor & Co, Loughborough 
1884   5-3-5

3 Thomas Mears, Whitechapel 

1795   7-0-22

4 Thomas Mears, Whitechapel 

1795   8-1-7

5 John Taylor & Co, Loughborough 
1884 10-1-10

6 John Taylor & Co, Loughborough 
1884 12-3-10

7 John Taylor & Co, Loughborough 
1884 16-1-19

8 John Taylor & Co, Loughborough 
1884 23-1-18

Grade A Local Listing.

The churchyard was enlarged 1832 but was full again by 1880 when a new cemetery was opened by Rev William Riland Bedford in Rectory Road; burials in family graves continued. Many of the tombstones have been removed. 1995 a new church hall, the Trinity Centre was opened on land formerly the graveyard.


@ @ @   B76 Wishaw Church Lane
 St Chad
This church was in existence by 1085. Decorated gothic chancel, 13th-century north arcade, 14th-century south arcade. Although built in the 17th century the tower is in traditional gothic. Monuments to the Hackett family, lords of Wishaw.

Burial registers date from 1688 but the churchyard must have been in use at least since Norman times.

3 bells in Bb. There were originally three bells, but one was sold 1830. The two remaining bells were rehung with new fittings c1890 and put on ball bearings 1954. The frame was strengthened and a redundant bell from St Michael’s Derby added to create a ringable three in 1997.

1 John Martin, Worcester

1650  4½cwt 
2 John Martin, Worcester

1650  5½cwt 
3 Thomas Mears, Whitechapel
1799  6-0-6

HOME
HOME to CHURCHES CONTENTS
HOME to VICTORIAN CONTENTS
GAZETTEER

Georgian Churches

This list gives brief details and is based on the Victoria County History (VCH) of Warwickshire and Pevsner 1966, also VCH Worcester and VCH Staffordshire. Chapels of ease and missions are not generally included here; these can be found in VCH.

For pre-1800 churches the first date given is of the first documentary reference or of the earliest existing architectural evidence; this is certainly later than the church’s foundation. Furthermore the building as it appears today is inevitably to a greater or lesser degree the result of later reconstruction. For post-1800 churches the first date given is usually that of consecration.

VCH numbers refer to VCH Warwickshire 7 p361ff where more details and full references can be found. I use the terms Georgian and 18th-century in loose synonomity.

@ @ @   B3 City Centre Colmore Row/ Temple Row
 St Philip’s, Birmingham Cathedral VCH 12
Designed by Thomas Archer of Umberslade Hall, Hockley Heath, this is one of only a few churches in English baroque style 1711-25, in brick faced with stone by builder William Shakespeare. This was Archer’s first big commission and was the first English church since St Paul’s in Covent Garden to be designed by a Warwickshire architect who was influenced by Sir Christopher Wren, had studied the works of Bernini and Borromini and had seen first-hand the major buildings of Europe. At the time of its building the church was surrounded to north, west and east by fields and orchards and soon by elegant town houses for the wealthy. King George I gave £600 to complete the tower 1725 at the suggestion of Sir Richard Gough (see the notice in the entrance). The facade made of stone from Archer’s own quarries near his family seat at Umberslade did not weather well and the church was refaced 1864-1869 in sandstone from Hollington Staffordshire by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin, the tower by P B & A B Chatwin 1958. In 1884 the church was enlarged and the chancel extended by J A Chatwin. Unusually extensions were carried out in the original neo-classical style: Chatwin was well-known for his regothicisation of St Martin’s-in-the-Bull Ring and had been expected to do the same to St Philip’s. The original shallow apse was replaced by a full chancel and Archer's full-height pilasters were continued by Chatwin with free-standing corinthian columns.

The church became the cathedral of the new diocese of Birmingham 1905. It is the smallest cathedral in England and the only cathedral in the country built in the English Baroque style.
Two chalices date from 1717. A number of memorials inside, including work by Peter Hollins and Williams Hollins. The state flag of Maryland USA was presented 1922 to commemorate the work done in that state by Dr Thomas Bray of Sheldon founder of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel. Of especial importance are the magnificent east and west stained-glass windows by William Morris from designs by Edward Burne-Jones, the Ascension 1884, the Crucifixion and the Nativity 1887, the Last Judgement 1897. 
The gilded boar’s head weathervane derives from the Gough family crest in recognition of Richard’s efforts to get the tower completed. 
Originally the churchyard was enclosed by walls and railings with several entrance gates; the railings were replaced in extensive churchyard renovations 2001. Bronze statue of Bishop Gore, first Bishop of Birmingham 1905-1911 in churchyard by Stirling Lee 1914 raised during Gore’s lifetime; stone obelisk with relief portrait of Frederick G Burnaby who was killed while attempting to rescue General Gordon 1882; plain marble obelisk monument by Peter Hollins to Lt Col Thomas Unett killed 1855 at the Battle of Sebastopol; memorial to John Heap aged 88 and William Badger killed during Town Hall construction 1833 is the base of a column made by them and which crushed them to death when a pulley block broke; artist Samuel Lines memorial d.1820. The iron Angel Fountain set on a stone screen beneath a neo-classical pediment made c1850 was transferred from the front of Christ Church on its demolition 1899. It was restored 1988 and is inscribed Whosever drinketh of this water shall thirst again but whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give shall never thirst. The monument is Grade II Listed.

There were originally 8 bells which were replaced in 1750 by 10 bells cast by Thomas Lester of London (29cwt tenor). The fifth and tenor were recast 1772 by Pack & Chapman of Whitechapel, the sixth 1796 by T Mears of Whitechapel and the eighth by T Mears II of Whitechapel 1823. The cathedral now has a ring of 12 in D (tenor 31-0-21 - only St Martin’s has a heavier bell). A ring of 10 was cast by Gillet & Johnston of Croydon 1937, with two new trebles 1949.

Grave of the Austrian Nanetta Stocker, died 1819, the smallest woman in Britain, 33 inches tall. The graveyard holds some 60 000 bodies and was closed to all but family burials 1859 and laid out as a garden 1910; churchyard laid out again 2000-2001.

An important Grade I Listed Building.


@ @ @   B3 City Centre/ Jewellery Quarter St Paul’s Square
 St Paul VCH 9
Built 1777-1779 in a neo-classical design by Robert Eykyn of Wolverhampton, with Samuel Wyatt of London as consultant architect, it is said to be a scaled-down version of St Martin-in-the-Fields in London’s Trafalgar Square. The Colmore family gave the land and £1000 towards building costs for the church which was at the centre of their newly laid-out New Hall building estate; a new church encouraged prospective purchasers and lent impetus to sales of plots. This is sometimes referred to as the Jewellers’ Church; Matthew Boulton and James Watt worshipped here Watt lived at Harpers Hill now Regent Place c1777; Boulton’s pew was No.23, Watt’s No.100.
This church is typical of its period, but is one of only a few neo-classical churches built in Birmingham and one of very few that survive. It is of stone with a west tower to which an octagonal spire was added 1823 by Francis Goodwin, and a square apsidal chancel. There are two tiers of windows and inside galleries on 3 sides supported by neo-classical columns. The original box pews survive. Excellent example of stained glass in the east window 1791 by Boulton’s protégé Francis Eginton after a Benjamin West picture commissioned for the purpose showing 3 scenes from the life of St Paul; West was president of the Royal Academy. The internal Adam-style window surround altar piece is by Samuel Wyatt. Some internal wall tablets by Birmingham sculptor William Hollins; south-east aisle stained glass window memorial flanked by a bust to Hollins by his son Peter Hollins 1843. Silver chalices, patens and flagons made by woman silversmith, Hester Bateman of London dating from 1780. The external building was cleaned 1991.

The graveyard was used for burials until 1861 and laid out by the Parks Department as a garden 1894.

St Paul’s was for 50 years a highly fashionable church set in the midst of an expensive development. Under its first vicar William Toy it became well known for its music. His curate was Rann Kennedy, classics master of King Edwards Grammar School. As Birmingham’s population boomed and industry thrived the surrounding area became industrial with poor overcrowded housing. In the second half of the 19th century P H C Latimer and R B Burges devoted their energies to social matters; reading and writing classes were held for 2000 people every week, with a further 2000 attending classes on Sundays. A major and frustrating concern of Burges was the abolition of freehold pews; he worked desperately to get the poor into church and had nowhere to seat them because all the pew freeholds had been sold to help finance the building in 1777. He was eventually successful. Such was his commitment that Burges and his team visited all 16 000 people in the parish four times a year. Burges devoted the remainder of his time to the parish’s church schools: St Paul’s CofE School Spencer Street opened 1846 closed 1968 and St Paul’s National School Camden Drive opened 1869 closed 1939 his main concern. 
The status of the area continued to decline and the fabric of the church building with it; after damage by German bombs during World War 2 it looked as thought he church might close. However, the life of the parish was revitalised by a vision of the church as the centre of Birmingham’s industrial community. The building itself was also extensively restored 1985-1994; as has its musical tradition. 
Grade I Listed Building at the centre of St Paul’s Conservation Area.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Whittall Street/ St Chad’s Queensway
 St Mary - demolished VCH 7
Built 1774 in neo-classical style, its octagonal shape was considered ideal for preaching and held 1700 people (see Hutton 1781 p115). Building costs were subsidised by the Weaman family laying out their estate for sale as housing plots. Closed 1925 and subsequently demolished. Site now under dual carriageway/ Dental Hospital site. The graveyard was closed 1861 although the vaults continued to be used to 1884; laid out as a garden by the Parks Department 1881; the western end sold to the General Hospital 1927 and the bodies reinterred at Witton Cemetery, the remainder removed to Warstone Lane Cemetery 1952 to make way for the Inner Ring Road. A tablet in the church recorded that Rev William Thompson was interred in the vaults. After John Wesley’s death Thompson was the first president of the Wesleyan Methodist Conference. He died 1 May 1799 aged 63. The tablet is now in St Martin’s-in-the-Bull Ring.


>>>     B5 Digbeth/ City Centre Masshouse Lane/ Bartholomew Street
 St Bartholomew - demolished VCH 1
Built 1749 probably by architects William & David Hiorne in neo-classical style, gabled ends, small clock tower with cupola, brick with stone dressings. Building costs were subsidised by the Jennens family who were laying out their estate for sale as housing plots. The site was given by William Jennens and £1000 towards the building by his mother, Anne Jennens. Being close to the Park Street burial ground, it was nicknamed ‘the paupers' church.’ The church was restored 1893, closed 1937; damaged by a German bomb during World War 2 and demolished by 1943 (see Hutton 1781 p113). 
Fazeley Street (and Park Street) public gardens 1878 were made by the town council from the closed burial ground after Witton Cemetery opened 1863; St Bartholomew’s churchyard was in use from 1752; the churchyard was closed 1861 although burials in family vaults continued until 1899. 


>>>     B7 Ashted/ Duddeston Barrack Street/ Great Brook Street east side
 St James the Less - demolished VCH 3
Founded 1789 in 18th-century house of Dr John Ash converted into chapel, opened 1791, consecrated 1810. Ashted was a rapidly developing residential area for the well-to-do moving out of the centre of town at this time. Plain rectangular brick building with semi-circular projection on one side surmounted with a cupola. The church was known as the Barrack Chapel - a regular Sunday service was held for troops from the nearby barracks. Until 1830 no free seats, all seats rented, 1830 seating arrangements rearranged to provide 150 free seats, 1835 lengthened by half to make a further 850 seats available, restored 1887-9. the building was severely damaged by a German bomb 1941 during World War 2, and demolished 1956.
Burials took place here from 1810; the churchyard closed 1873 although burials in family plots continued until 1935.


>>>     B12 Deritend High Street/ Chapel House Street
 St John the Baptist - demolished VCH 4
The Chapel of St John's, a chapel of ease of Aston church, was commenced in 1375; it was licensed in 1381 by the monks of Tickford Priory, who appointed the Vicars of Aston, in which parish Deritend then was. It is believed to be the first church in which the teachings of Wycliffe and the Reformers were allowed; the parishioners being entitled to choose their own minister. This was exercised in 1870, when the chaplain, Rev WC Badger was elected by 3800 votes against 2299 given for a rival. The chapel was repaired 1677. (Illustration in Dugdale 1730 p897) Completely rebuilt in classical style 1735 (see Hutton 1781 p113). The tower was added 1762, and clock and bells put in 1776. By the late 19th century there was accommodation for 850, of which 250 seats were free. It is believed that when the present building was erected a part of the small burial ground was taken into the site, and that pew-rents are charged only for the sittings covering the ground so occupied. Restored 1881 & 1891, closed 1939, demolished 1947.
Memorial bust of John Rogers, born in Deritend, the first protestant martyr under Queen Mary 1555. There were 8 bells cast in 1776 by Robert Wells of Aldbourne Wiltshire (11cwt tenor). The bell metal was used in the casting of the bells for Bishop Latimer Memorial Church Winson Green 1958; these bells were rehung in St John’s Perry Barr 1972. 
From 1791 Deritend Burial Ground was at B9 Liverpool Street; presumably before this burials took place at Aston. The burial ground closed 1855 and was sold 1880 initially for grazing land. Bones were discovered 1948 when foundations to support factory machinery were laid. There are no buildings currently on the site (2000).


>>>     B28 Hall Green School Road/ Fox Hollies Road
 Church of the Ascension/ Hall Green Parish Church/ Hall Green Chapel/ Job Marston Chapel/ Holy Trinity Church VCH 13 - see VCH Worcs 3
Built 1703 from a bequest by Job Marston of Hall Green Hall opposite and designed by Sir William Wilson in brick with stone dressings in Queen Anne style; external Doric pilasters, balustrade topped with stone along the top of the walls, round-arched windows with stone dressings, west tower with octagonal turret and copper cupola. This classical style of church building is rare in Birmingham. Plain interior with some original wood panelling, royal arms, and galleries.

A graveyard surrounds the church.

The chancel and transepts were added 1860s; it is unusual that extensions were in accordance with the original style - at this time it was usual to gothicise. The church was not given its own parish out of St Edburgha’s parish until 1908. Restored 1951, renamed Church of the Ascension 1954. Chatterton Hall built 1954. Grade II* Listed.
B28 Hall Green No.435 Shirley Road is the former vicarage built 1854.
All or parts of the following streets around the church form School Road Hall Green Conservation Area: Edenbridge Road, Fox Hollies Road, Lakey Lane, Miall Road, School Road, Shirley Road.


>>>     B36 Castle Bromwich Old Chester Road
 St Mary & St Margaret, Castle Bromwich Parish Church see VCH Warks 4
This was always the chapel of Castle Bromwich Hall and a chapel of Aston church, first mention 12th century. Evidence of the original Norman chapel, now encased in the chancel, from Beighton’s drawing (BIBLIOGRAPHY Dugdale 1730), worn stone foundation around the outside of the chancel may be surviving evidence. An opening wooden panel concealing the aumbry on the north wall of the sanctuary reveals a portion of wall made entirely of sandstone blocks. 1726-1731 the medieval timber-framed building was encased in brick with soft sandstone dressings in English renaissance style probably by Thomas White of Worcester; 5-bay nave, 3-bay chancel, west tower. This was discovered only during restoration 1891-1893 by C E Bateman (who lived at Millbrick opposite the church). When rebuilt 1726 the timber frame of the medieval chapel was not destroyed but encased in brick. Plaster pillars in the church conceal medieval oak supports and it is possible to view the complete medieval oak roof which is still in place. Inside the roof space above the chancel arch can also be seen the medieval chancel arch and evidence of the painted rood screen. At the west end additional supports can be seen suggesting that this was the position of the belfry. Brick encasement was widely practised in Georgian times on domestic buildings to modernise their appearance especially in town centres, but its use on a church building is unique in Birmingham and extremely rare nationally. The chapel became a parish church 1878. It is a Grade I Listed Building.
There is an unusual surviving example of 18th-century squire’s pews, vicar’s pew, box pews, gallery and 3-tiered pulpit with sounding board (only c300 examples survive nationally out of c8000 pre-Victorian churches.) Early 19th-century organ and choir gallery at the west end of wood on iron pillars; wood panelling at the west end and in the sacristy is made from the pew doors presumably by Bateman. Good wrought-iron communion rail 1745 by Benjamin Taylor with royal arms. 18th-century reredos with Lord’s Prayer and Creed; relief of Christ probably added by Bateman. The medieval parish chest which had been in the church’s possession for over 600 years was formerly on display at Blakesley Hall Museum; it was sold off in 2001. A small silver pre-Reformation paten can now be seen in Birmingham Museum, chalice 1634.
6 bells, 3 of which probably dated from before 1717 when 5 bells were re/cast by Joseph Smith of Edgbaston possibly on site, possibly at his Edgbaston foundry to the rear of the White Swan B15 Westbourne Road/ Harborne Road. The No.5 commemorates Sir John Bridgeman who was responsible for the rebuilding. It is a mystery why the bells were recast in 1717 when the church was not rebuilt until 1726. It may be that the tower was actually built first to accommodate the bells in 1717. A new 10 hundredweight tenor was cast 1893 by Charles Carr of Smethwick to celebrate the wedding of George of York (later George V) and Princess May (later Queen Mary, a regular visitor to Castle Bromwich Hall whose signed photograph hangs in the vestry). The No.3 was also replaced and the 3 bells hung in a new frame by Carr. All 6 bells were recast 1952 in Ab with the original inscriptions and new ones commemorating church trustees, churchwardens, vergers etc. Apart from the Council House bells these are the only bells in Birmingham by the noted but now defunct Croydon bellfounders Gillett & Johnstone; they are believed to be the last bells cast by the firm. Gillett & Johnstone are noted for their excellent tone. The Gillett & Johnston bells hang in the 1893 frame and many old fittings were reused. Additional iron framework was provided for two further bells above, but these have never been installed. The original third bell survives as a clock bell at Derby railway works.

Treble F 4cwt-1qr-14st
Inscribed - Iohn Thornton: Thomas Sadler: Trustees 1717. Allen Stephen Foden Verger since 1908. Recast 1952 Gillett & Johnston Croydon.
2 Eb
4-2-16

Inscribed - Iohn Banner: Roland Brawbridge: Trustees 1717. Thomas Marshall Steere Churchwardens 1946-1951. Recast 1952 Gillett & Johnston Croydon.
3 Db
5-0-0

Inscribed - William Sadler: Isaac Sadler: 1717. Clifford John Shaw Churchwarden since 1951. Recast by Charles Carr Smethwick 1893. Recast 1952 Gillett & Johnston Croydon.
4 C
5-3-12

Inscribed - Iohannes Brooke: S:T:B: Iohn Chattock Chappell Warden 1717. Kenneth James Greene Churchwarden since 1952. Recast 1952 Gillett & Johnston Croydon.
5 Bb
7-2-16

Inscribed - Sr John Bridgeman: Baronet 1717. George Ernest Tomlinson Churchwarden 1949-1952. Recast 1952 Gillett & Johnston Croydon. 
Tenor Ab 10-3-14 
Inscribed - I celebrate the Wedding Day of George of York and Princess May. Deo Laus. 18AD93. Henry Nicoll Forbes Rector since 1921. Founded by Charles Carr Smethwick. Recast 1952 Gillett & Johnston Croydon.
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For pre-1800 churches the first date given is of the first documentary reference or of the earliest existing architectural evidence; this is certainly later than the church’s foundation. Furthermore the building as it appears today is inevitably to a greater or lesser degree the result of later reconstruction. For post-1800 churches the first date given is usually that of consecration.

Numbers refer to VCH Wa 7 p361ff where more details and full references are found. See BIBLIOGRAPHY.

1381 St John the Baptist Deritend VCH 4

1405 St Mary Moseley VCH 17

1517 St Margaret Ward End VCH 5

BACK to MEDIEVAL CONTENTS
1703 Church of Ascension Hall Green VCH 13

1711 St Philip (Cathedral) VCH 12

1749 St Bartholomew Digbeth VCH 1

 1774 St Mary Whittall St VCH 7

1777 St Paul Hockley VCH 9

1789 St James the Less Ashted VCH 3 

BACK to GEORGIAN CONTENTS
1805 Christ Church VCH 29

1822 St George VCH 72

1823 Holy Trinity VCH 38

1824 St Barnabas VCH 54

1827 St Peter VCH 114

1829 St Thomas VCH 123

1833 All Saints VCH 19

1833 St John the Evangelist VCH 82

1838 Bishop Ryder Memorial VCH 28

1838 St George VCH 73

1838 St James VCH 78

1839 Immanuel VCH 39

1840 St Matthew VCH 100

1840 St Michael VCH 104

1841 Christ Church VCH 30

1841 St Mark VCH 89

1842 St Luke VCH 86

1844 Queens College Chapel VCH 40

1844 St Stephen VCH 121

1846 St Andrew VCH 46

1847 St Jude VCH 84

1849 Christ Church VCH 34

1850 St Saviour VCH 119

1852 St James VCH 77

1853 St Edward VCH 67

1853 St Paul VCH 110

1854 St John the Evangelist VCH 81

1854 St Silas VCH 120

1855 St Mathias VCH 102

1855 St Michael VCH 103

1858 St John the Baptist VCH 79

1859 All Saints VCH 21

1859 St Clement VCH 62

1860 St Barnabas VCH 53

1861 St Mary VCH 96

1863 St Mary VCH 94

1864 Holy Trinity VCH 37

1865 St David VCH 65

1866 St Mary VCH 93

1867 Christ Church VCH 31

1867 St Lawrence VCH 85

1868 St Asaph VCH 50

1868 St Augustine VCH 51

1868 St Nicholas VCH 107

1869 St Anne VCH 48

1869 St Gabriel VCH 70

1869 St Michael VCH 105

1870 St Stephen VCH 122

1872 St Cuthbert VCH 63

1873 St Cyprian VCH 64

1874 St Anne VCH 49

1874 St Saviour VCH 118

1875 All Saints VCH 23

1875 St Margaret of Antioch VCH 88

1878 St Catherine VCH 59

1880 St Paul VCH 113

1881 St Alban VCH 45

1883 St Thomas VCH 124

1884 St Agnes VCH 43

1885 Christ Church VCH 32

1888 St Chrysostom VCH 61

1889 St John the Evangelist VCH 83

1889 St Patrick VCH 109

1890 St Barnabas VCH 52

1890 St Mark VCH 92

1892 All Saints VCH 24

1892 St Paul VCH 112

1893 St Oswald VCH 108

1894 St Aidan VCH 44

1898 St Mary & St Ambrose VCH 98
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1901 All Saints VCH 20

1901 The Ascension VCH 26

1901 Emmanuel VCH 35

1901 St Agatha VCH 41

1902 St Gregory VCH 75

1902 St Peter VCH 115

1904 Bishop Latimer VCH 27

1905 St Benedict VCH 57

1906 St James VCH 76

1906 St Wulstan VCH 125

1907 All Saints VCH 25

1907 St Christopher VCH 60

1907 St Peter VCH 117

1908 St Andrew VCH 47

1912 St Michael & All Angels VCH 106

1922 St Peter VCH 116

1925 St Francis of Assisi VCH 69

1929 St Paul VCH 111

1930 St Mary VCH 95

1934 St Gabriel VCH 71

1934 St Mark VCH 91

1935 Christ Church VCH 33

1935 St Mary & St John VCH 99

1937 Holy Cross VCH 36

1937 St Faith & St Lawrence VCH 68

1937 St Luke VCH 87

1939 St Matthew VCH 101

1940 St Edmund VCH 66

1952 St Mark VCH 90

1954 All Saints VCH 22

1959 St Boniface VCH 58

1967 St John VCH 79
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19th-Century Churches
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@ @ @   B1 City Centre/ Lee Bank Bath Row/ Holloway Head
 St Thomas VCH 123
Consecrated 1829 one of a very few neo-classical churches in Birmingham St Thomas was designed by Rickman and Hutchinson in Greek Ionic style. It was Rickman’s best classical church. It was built as the largest church in Birmingham with 2600 sittings. Restored 1893. The churchyard was closed for burials 1914 and reopened 1915 as a garden. All but the fine tower and classical west portico were destroyed by German bombs 1940 and the church was never rebuilt. The grounds were laid out 1955 for the 1953 coronation of Queen Elizabeth II when the gravestones were removed and the dead reinterred at Warstone Lane Cemetery; gardens relaid as the Peace Garden c1990; the War Memorial colonnade or loggia built with the Hall of Memory from Centenary Square by Cooke & Twist 1925 was re-erected there when Centenary Square was laid out 1989. Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B1 City Centre Broad Street/ Bishopgate Street
 Immanuel/ after 1940 St Thomas & Immanuel - demolished VCH 39
Magdalen Chapel opened 1839 was rebuilt in decorated gothic with a south-west tower and spire by E Holmes and consecrated 1865 as Immanuel Church. It closed before 1966.


@ @ @   B1 City Centre St Marks Street/ King Edwards Road
 St Mark - demolished VCH 89
The second church funded by Birmingham Church Building Society was an early design of Sir Gilbert Scott built in early English gothic style. Scott, later nationally famous as a neo-gothic builder and restorer disowned this early church as inaccurate gothic. Consecrated 1841, restored 1882, spire removed 1890.


@ @ @   B1 Paradise Street
 Queens College Chapel - demolished VCH 40
A small brick decorated gothic chapel by Drury and Bateman consecrated 1844 as St James. Queens College was an Anglican training college in red brick built around an open quadrangle; the building was refronted 1904 in ornate brick and terracotta with gables and oriels and an ogee entrance arch. This facade remains and is Grade II Listed, although the rear was completely rebuilt in the late 20th century. The college moved from Paradise Street (now Paradise Circus) 1923 but the chapel continued in use until 1940. The chapel stood behind the college as the rear side of the quadrangle; it was in a Tudor style with buttresses and pinnacles and inside a hammerbeam roof and west gallery. It still stood in 1966 used as a furniture warehouse. A new college chapel by W H Hobbiss was built at \the new college premises in B15 Edgbaston Somerset Road 1939, dedicated 1947.


@ @ @   B3 City Centre Colmore Row/ New Street
 Christ Church - demolished VCH 29
Built 1805 by public subscription to alleviate the shortage of free seats in the town (most were rented); all ground-floor seats were free with only the galleries reserved for rent. It was one of only a few Birmingham churches in neo-classical style and had a Greek-style portico. Closed 1897, the proceeds from the sale of the site funded the building of St Agatha Sparkbrook. Demolished 1899; most burials from the catacombs built beneath the church were transferred to the Church of England Cemetery catacombs B18 Warstone Lane including John Baskerville who had been reburied here after his tomb was discovered in the garden of Easy Hill (B1 Baskerville House site).
The iron Angel Fountain set on a stone screen beneath a neo-classical pediment made c1850 from in front of Christ Church is now in the churchyard at St Philip’s Cathedral: inscribed Whosever drinketh of this water shall thirst again but whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give shall never thirst.

@ @ @   B4 City Centre Dale End (south side)
 St Peter - demolished VCH 114
Consecrated 1827 St Peter, one of only a few neo-classical churches in Birmingham was designed by Rickman and Hutchinson with a Greek-style portico and cupola. Gutted by fire 1831, restored 1837, demolished 1899.


@ @ @   B4 Gosta Green Gem Street now gone, the site within Aston University south of Aston Street
 Bishop Ryder Memorial Church - demolished VCH 28
Consecrated 1838 this was a red-brick gothic building designed by Rickman and Hussey in gothic style and commemorating Henry Ryder, Bishop of Lichfield. It was a scaled-down version of Kings College Chapel Cambridge, but had a tall graceful tower. The chancel was rebuilt 1894 by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin. The church closed c1960 and was subsequently demolished. The tower boasted a ring of 8 bells cast by William Blews & Sons of Birmingham 1869 (tenor c12cwt). This was the first ring of 8 ever cast in Birmingham. All were recast by Taylor’s of Loughborough 1923. In 1962 the bells were taken to replace the old bells at St Peter’s Harborne where they still hang.


@ @ @   B5 City Centre Hill Street
 St Jude - demolished VCH 84
 Built in brick 1847 by Orford & Nash in simple early English gothic, this was Birmingham’s last Commissioners’ church; restored 1873; Lady Chapel c1910; restored 1960s. Closed 1971 and demolished.


@ @ @   B5 Digbeth/ Bordesley Pickford Street/ Barn Street
 St Gabriel - demolished VCH 70
Designed in brick with stone dressings by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin in early English gothic style, consecrated 1869. Badly damaged by bombs in World War 2 the church closed 1945.


@ @ @   B5 Highgate Bissell Street (east side)
 St David - demolished VCH 65
A gothic red-brick church designed by Martin, consecrated 1865. Closed 1947.


@ @ @   B5 Lee Bank/ Belgrave Bristol Street/ Belgrave Middleway
 St Luke VCH 86
The third church funded by Birmingham Church Building Society designed by H Eginton unusually in Norman style was consecrated 1842, unsafe and demolished by 1899. The present gothic brick church designed by Edward Mansell was built 1903; the tower was never completed. The east window has local stained glass by Harvey & Ashley. Innovative internal arrangements c1980.


@ @ @   B5 Pershore Road/ Raglan Road
 St Mary & St Ambrose VCH 98
Originally a mission of St Bartholomew Edgbaston, the new red brick and red terracotta gothic church by J A Chatwin was consecrated 1898; there is a north-west tower with a spire and an apsidal baptistery. Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Brook Aston Road North/ Avenue Road (on the south side of the junction)
 St Mary - demolished VCH 94
Consecrated 1863, designed by J Murray in decorated gothic style in red brick with, square tower with steep pyramidal roof added 1882. (Photo in Price 1989 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY) Demolished c1969 as part of the preparations for the Aston Expressway.  The crucifix by W H Bidlake is now in St Alban’s Highgate.


@ @ @   B6/ B20 Birchfield Birchfield Road/ Trinity Road
 Holy Trinity VCH 37
Consecrated 1864, designed by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin in rock-faced sandstone in early English gothic style; south-west tower with spire over the porch.


@ @ @   B6 Newtown Newtown Row/ St Stephens Street (north side)
 St Stephen - demolished VCH 121
Consecrated 1844 this cruciform early English gothic church was built in stone and designed by the nationally known architect, R C Carpenter. It was extensively rebuilt 1896 and 1910, closed 1950 and subsequently demolished.


@ @ @   B7 Duddeston Nechells Parkway
 St Matthew VCH 100
Consecrated 1840 this simple early English gothic-style church designed by William Thomas of Leamington is of brick with stone dressings; this is actually a Georgian-style meeting house designed in gothic style. It was the first of 5 churches built by the Birmingham Church Society and marks an important stage in the revival of ecclesiastical gothic architecture, the more so because, unlike many of its contemporaries, the building has survived.. Galleries added 1866, restored 1883. Much of the building was let as office accommodation 1997. Grade II Listed. The churchyard was closed for burials 1873 although family graves were used until 1957.
The vicarage demolished after 1966 stood at No.84 Cato Street, three simple cottages remodelled by W H Bidlake 1908 into a Gothic-style building.


@ @ @   B7 Duddeston/ Vauxhall Cato Street/ St Annes Court
 St Anne - demolished VCH 48
A gothic-style red-brick church designed by J G Dunne, consecrated 1869, closed 1951.


@ @ @   B7 Nechells Dartmouth Middleway
 St Lawrence - demolished VCH 85
A red-brick building in gothic style by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin largely paid for by Louisa Ryland built 1867, alterations 1894-5, closed 1951.


@ @ @   B7 Nechells Nechells Park Road/ Stuart Street
 St Clement VCH 62 - demolished
Consecrated 1859 this red-brick church in gothic style was designed by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin. Demolished c1978?


@ @ @   B7 Nechells Scholefield Street (now gone - between and parallel to Cromwell Street and Bloomsbury Street)
 St Catherine VCH 59 - demolished
Designed by Osborn & Reading in perpendicular style, consecrated 1878, closed 1945, demolished c1951.


@ @ @   B8 Saltley St Saviours Road
 St Saviour VCH 119
Consecrated 1850 this is a brick church with stone dressings designed by R C Hussey in perpendicular style, a large church with seats for 800 and set within a churchyard used for burials. It was part-paid for by C B Adderley and Joseph Wright. A spire was added to the tower 1871, but now removed. Grade II Listed. The Victorian churchyard railings are a rare survival of the wartime drive to collect iron to make into armaments. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B8 Washwood Heath Washwood Heath Road near Leigh Road
 St Mark VCH 92
A red-brick building with white stone dressings and distinctive white stone south-west spire built by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin 1890 as a chapel of St Saviour’s; consecrated 1899 and assigned a parish 1907; north-west baptistery 1919; restored c1965. Similar to All Saints Stechford.


@ @ @   B9 Bordesley St Andrews Road/ Ada Road
 St Andrew - demolished VCH 46
R C Carpenter’s second Birmingham church, consecrated 1846 was the fifth and last to be built by the Birmingham Church Building Society. Built in red sandstone in decorated gothic it was considered an excellent example of its type. It closed 1984 and the parish amalgamated with that of St Aidan’s. The former vicarage building remains at B10 Small Heath No.117 Green Lane; this was an early Victorian private house and predates the church.


@ @ @   B9 Deritend/ Bordesley Heath Mill Lane
 St John & St Basil
Originating in a temporary building 1886, the new red-brick church by Arthur S Dixon is romanesque/ byzantine in style and was consecrated 1911. (The dedication to St John originates from the chapel of St John the Baptist which stood on Deritend High Street/ Chapel House Street; it was rebuilt 1735, out of use by 1939 and demolished 1947. The Bull Ring Trading Estate stands on the site.)
The building ceased to be a church as the population of Digbeth dropped after World War 2 and was used as the base of the Double Zero Hells Angels club with the blessing of Anglican priest David Collyer; it has been used since the 1970s as St Basil’s night shelter for homeless people; a mosaic in the apse of Christ flanked by St Basil and St John, the screen and the pulpit are still in place. Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B10 Small Heath Coventry Road/ St Oswalds Road
 St Oswald of Worcester VCH 108
Originally an iron mission of St Andrew’s from 1882, the new brick church was an early design of W H Bidlake in early English gothic style, consecrated 1893, west front added 1899. Note wooden ceilings throughout and carving in the chancel; altarpiece is the Crucifixion by S Meteyard 1916; statue of St Oswald 1921 by George Latham, 19-year-old parishioner. Grade II* Listed Building. The vicarage in Dora Road is also by Bidlake 1899 in arts&crafts style and Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B10 Small Heath Cooksey Road
 All Saints VCH 23 - demolished
A E Dempster designed this brick building in early English gothic style 1875. The church was destroyed by German bombs during World War 2. All Saints Shard End was considered a replacement for this church.


@ @ @   B10 Small Heath Herbert Road/ opposite Chapman Road
 St Aidan VCH 44
Originally an iron mission of All Saints from 1891, the new church was designed by F T Proud in perpendicular style in the Birmingham red-brick and terracotta style and opened 1894. The nave is large and lofty, the chancel wide; south chapel and west apsidal baptistery. This was designed as a high church, its first priest Rev James Agar-Ellis being a follower of the Oxford Movement. The rood and screens 1912 by F Bligh Bond. The font is 15th-century from St Stephen Bristol; stained glass in the south chapel is by Bertram Lamplugh 1907, in the west window by John Hardman. Grade II* Listed.

@ @ @   B11 Sparkbrook Grantham Road
 Christ Church VCH 31
Built in rock-faced stone in gothic style with many gables by Medland, Maberley & Medland with chancel, nave, aisles and tower with spire, consecrated 1867. The spire was removed 1918 and the tower demolished after World War 2 as a result of German bomb damage.


@ @ @   B11 Sparkhill Stratford Road/ St Johns Road
 St John the Evangelist VCH 83
Designed by Martin & Chamberlain in early English gothic style in red brick with terracotta dressing with a buttressed tower, shallow apsidal chancel and transepts, consecrated 1889, reredos given by Louisa Ann Ryland, enlarged 1895, spire 1905. Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Cox Street West (now gone - the site is Lincoln Street/ Clevedon Road junction
 St Thomas-in-the-Moors - demolished VCH 124
Designed in brick in gothic style by Bateman & Corser, consecrated 1883. Demolished c1970. The medieval epithet in the moors (ie. marshland) refers to the field along the River Rea here known as Long More which was swampy and always subject to flooding. (Illustration in Hart 1992 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY)


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Ladypool Road/ Clifton Road
 St Barnabas VCH 52
A red brick building with terracotta dressings designed by F T Proud in perpendicular style opened as a mission of St Paul’s Balsall Heath 1890 (the present chancel), enlarged 1894, consecrated 1904.


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Moseley Road/ St Pauls Road
 St Paul VCH 110
A gothic church in brick with stone dressings consecrated 1853 with seats for 1111 people designed by J L Pedley. It was demolished c1980 and an innovative multi-purpose brick building shared with the United Reformed Church (former Church of Christ, Moseley Road) opened in Mary Street/Edward Road. Stained glass window from the Lady Chapel, the Annunciation by Walter Camm in Burne-Jones style, and a window showing St Paul in the middle of the Moseley Road has been brought from the old church, as has the bell hanging in the external bell tower and the War Memorial now set into the wall along Edward Road. 


@ @ @   B12 Bordesley Camp Hill/ Old Camp Hill
 Holy Trinity VCH 38
Consecrated 1823 Holy Trinity was a Commissioners’ church designed by Francis Goodwin in perpendicular style after Kings College Chapel Cambridge; pinnacled side buttresses and octagonal turrets; a west-end ornate rose window of cast-iron above a deep recessed porch with ribbed vaulting. Inside are galleries on three sides supported on cast iron columns. The cast-iron pulpit is designed to look like wood, altarpiece by James & George Foggo is a copy of Murillo’s ‘Christ at the Pool of Bethesda’, good stained glass by Gerente 1855.
This is an important Birmingham church building: St George’ B19 Great Hampton Row now demolished was the first church of the gothic revival to be built in Birmingham 1822 and this was the second and thus the oldest surviving gothic revival church in the city. As it later turned out the style of gothic very much preferred during the 19th century was 14th-century decorated rather than the later perpendicular style of this church - this is an important survival from this date of this type. It was also important in reflecting the High Church movement of the Anglican Church: the first vicar was succeeded by Rev Dr Joseph Oldknow who was Birmingham’s first ritualist priest who in turn was succeeded by Rev R W Enraght 1874 who was imprisoned 1880 for his high church practices. Oldknow is buried here; Latin on the gravestones give a clue to the church’s anglo-catholic history. (See Bird 1970 BIBLIOGRAPHY); the burial ground was closed 1873 although family graves continued to be used until 1925. Some remains were removed due to the widening of Sandy Lane/ Bordesley Middleway; many gravestones were removed when the church was deconsecrated in the 1970s. The building was used as a hostel for homeless people until c1999. Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B12 Highgate B12 Highgate Frank Street (east side)
 St Patrick VCH 109 - demolished
Originally a mission of St Alban’s, the church was held at first in St Patrick’s School 1873 in Highgate Street (east end - now gone). The new church in Frank Street was consecrated 1889, a red-brick building by J L Pearson in early English gothic style; small apsidal chancel added by F L Pearson 1905. Demolished. 


@ @ @   B12 Highgate Conybere Street
 St Alban the Martyr VCH 45
Originally a mission church in Leopold Street of Holy Trinity from 1865 known as ‘the shed’, Rev James Pollock was appointed curate by the high-church Dr Oldknow of Holy Trinity. A second building was put up in 1871 as St Columba’s Mission, but served as a school during the week; it was designed so that it could be sold as a warehousing should the venture fail. The large new church was designed in brick J L Pearson in 13th century style, opened 1881 and consecrated 1899. This is an important example of Pearson’s work and was designed to allow the full expression of anglo-catholic ritual which it continues to do. Pearson was the architect of Truro Cathedral and this large church has the size and style of a small cathedral. Pollock’s younger brother Tom also arrived and the two faced considerable mob opposition to their high church practices eventually winning the love and respect of a many in the area for their outreach work. The brothers died 1895 and 1896 respectively. The tower was completed by E F Reynolds 1938 and not according to Pearson’s original concept. Tall and slender from the outside, the building is particularly impressive inside. East window stained glass by Henry Payne 1904. Grade II* Listed.


@ @ @   B13 Moseley Park Hill 
 St Anne VCH 49
St Anne’s, originally a chapel of St Mary’s, was paid for by Rebecca Anderton and built on land given by W F Taylor of Moseley Hall. It is in gothic style, of sandstone with north-west spired tower, and designed by Frederick Preedy, consecrated 1874. A choir vestry was added to the south-east of the chancel 1898; an apsidal baptistery was built at the west end and the parish hall to the rear of the church 1923. The church was badly damaged 1940 by a German bomb during World War 2. For a number of years services were held in the parish hall. Further damage was caused by storms. The church was repaired 1946-1948 and reconsecrated 1948.

All the original glass was destroyed in the 1940 bombing; during the re-building clear glass was placed in all the windows. In three of the windows stained glass was later introduced. The north aisle window is a memorial to Rev R S Lound who died 1947. Thomas William Camm of Smethwick designed and made the windows 1950. The theme of the window is, in one light, Christ the Good Shepherd, and in the other, Christ's commission to St Peter 'Feed my sheep'. Lound was known as an outstanding pastor. Noted for his work in Exeter Cathedral and Stoke Church, Devon, Christopher Webb was known to the vicar and invited to design the east window 1956. The theme is the Benedicite '0 all ye works of the Lord, bless ye the Lord'. Surrounding Christ in Majesty are portrayals of the seasons; children skating; people sowing seed and reaping of corn; a woman and child bringing firewood home; a countryman sheltering from a storm; a seated mother with a child on her knee; children gazing at a crib. Angels represent Light and Dark and the Fruits of the Earth. The west window was designed and made by Professor L C Evetts 1967 with a theme of the sanctification of men's work. A silver chalice is the central feature and represents Birmingham's metal industries. On the pedestal of the chalice are silversmith's tools surmounted by tongues of fire signifying the Holy Spirit. The seven doves represent the gifts of the Spirit. Also to be seen are the Birmingham hall-marks, the anchor and the lion. These are also Christian symbols: the anchor standing for hope and steadfastness, the lion for Resurrection and for Christ.

Rebecca Anderton bought the three old bells from Saint Mary’s Moseley, which were re-hung in the new church together with a fourth bell, cast by James Barwell of Birmingham, also given by Miss Anderton 1874. An Ellacombe chiming apparatus operated from the church porch was the gift of Mr F Elkington of Moseley Hall. The three Moseley bells recorded in a 1552 inventory and later recast, are as follows:

Treble - By Hugh of Leicester, with the inscription ‘God save the King 1638’
2nd - By John Martin of Worcester, with the inscription ‘Jesus bee our good speed 1650’
3rd - By William Brooke of Bromsgrove, with the inscription ‘Wm Broke cast me, Samuel Smith, Junier, Churchwarden, 1740’

The installation had deteriorated to the extent that the bells were dangerous to ring. They were restored 2000 and a new tenor added, formerly the tenor of three bells of the now demolished Bagworth parish church, Leicestershire. It was cast by George Oldfield of Nottingham and is inscribed ‘IHS Nazarenvs Rex Ivdeorvm 1665 ( G+O)’ (Jesus of Nazareth King of the Jews). December 2000.

The ring of five are not rung full circle, but may be chimed by ropes or electrically. The restoration was paid for in memory of Joy Simmons by her family.

Grade II Listed building.

(Some information here adapted from Sty Anne’s website.)


@ @ @   B13 Wake Green/ Moseley St Agnes Road
 St Agnes VCH 43
The original wooden building at Oxford Road/ School Road junction survives as a church hall at St Mary & St Ambrose Edgbaston. The present rock-faced church in early decorated gothic style was built on land donated by Birmingham solicitor, Francis Willmot; the church was designed by William Davis after competition. It was intended to be and was built in three stages: chancel, transepts and part of the nave completed 1884; the rest of the nave and aisles 1893, tower 1932 paid for by an anonymous donor and completed by architect C E Bateman of Castle Bromwich; stained glass in the aisle windows by Claude Price 1950s. 

St Agnes church is Grade II Listed and stands within St Agnes Conservation Area of early 20th-century upper-middle-class housing much in arts&crafts style including all or parts of Oxford Road, Billesley Lane, Colmore Crescent, Cotton Lane, Dyott Road, Mulberry Drive, St Agnes Road, Wake Green Road, Yardley Wood Road. 

Frederick and George Lanchester are commemorated by Birmingham Civic Society blue plaques at 30 Dyott Road and at 128 Oxford Road. The Lanchester brothers designed and built the first petrol-powered motor car in England. There is also a commemorative plaque on the front wall of MBC Metal Powders Montgomery Street Sparkbrook and a car sculpture on the site of the first factory by Tim Tolkien in Bloomsbury. 

@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath High Street/ Vicarage Road
 All Saints VCH 21
Built in stone 1859 by F Preedy in perpendicular style, octagonal spire added 1866. The roof was originally tiled in zig-zag diaper pattern. North aisle 1883 by J A Chatwin; elaborate wrought-iron chancel screen 1893 in memory of Mr & Mrs John Cartland; whole church enlarged at the west end 1899. The first burial was 1863; the churchyard closed 1899 when Brandwood Cemetery opened, although burials in family graves continued until 1936; burials of cremated remains only were allowed after 1940; the churchyard was laid out as a garden 1947 and the gravestones laid flat for easier churchyard maintenance 1954.


@ @ @   B14 Yardley Wood School Road
 Christ Church VCH 34
Opened 1840 with an endowment from Sarah Taylor, consecrated 1849 this small stone church in gothic style with simple lancet windows was designed by A E Perkins; it has a small square clock tower with a slim spire; chancel, nave, transepts, west gallery; 17th-century carving in the chancel of cherubs, fruit and flowers from St Bartholomew City Centre (demolished by 1943) originally given by the Earl of Denby from his house at Newnham Paddox. The lychgate commemorates the first vicar, Rev A Clifton. The churchyard was used for burials from 1849. Grade A Locally Listed.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Westbourne Road/ Calthorpe Road
 St George VCH 73
A small church with nave and aisles only, built in stone 1838 paid for by Lord Calthorpe to an early English gothic design by J J Scoles. Chancel added 1856 by C Edge; much enlarged 1885 with a new nave and chancel with elaborate details by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin, the new part completely dominated the original. Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Elvetham Road/ St James Road
 St James VCH 77
Built 1852, building costs were met by Lord Calthorpe. The church was built clad in stone by S S Teulon in French gothic style. The church was built to house a large congregation; there is a broad nave with no aisles and the transepts make a centralised preaching space much in the Georgian manner. There are rose windows in the transepts and a south-east tower with an internal buttress typical of Teulon and a low spire. The church is now closed. Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston St Augustines Road/ Hagley Road
 St Augustine of Hippo VCH 51
Initiated by pen manufacturer Joseph Gillott of Westbourne Road and designed by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin in late-13th-century geometric gothic style, this expensive church with much elaborate detail was consecrated 1868; tower 1876. The exterior is rock-faced, interior stone faced. 13 stained glass windows, 8 by internationally famous Birmingham firm of Hardman, carved Last Supper reredos after Leonardo da Vinci, richly carved pulpit and screen, painted chancel ceiling; life of St Augustine carved over west door 1898. Grade II* Listed. St Augustine’s is part of a conservation area which was developed from c1875 to the early 20th century. 


@ @ @   B15 Lee Bank Great Colmore Street/ Latimer Street (now gone, but was opposite the junction with Wynn Street)
 St Asaph - demolished VCH 50
This brick church consecrated 1868 was designed in gothic style by Yeoville Thomason and was wedge-shaped to fit in the road junction at Latimer Street. Closed 1949.


@ @ @   B16 Ladywood Ledsam Street/ Alston Street (now gone - Guild Close is on the site)
 St Margaret of Antioch - demolished VCH 88

A red-brick early English gothic-style design by Osborn & Reading consecrated 1875.


@ @ @   B16 Ladywood Monument Road/ Wood Road
 St John the Evangelist VCH 81 – now St John & St Peter 
Consecrated 1854 the small decorated gothic-style church by S S Teulon was built on the site of Ladywood House, the land being given by the Governors of King Edward VII Grammar School, the stone for building given by Lord Calthorpe. It was greatly enlarged with the addition of a chancel, aisles and transepts 1881 by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin in the same style. By the vestry door in the Chancel the foundation stone is inscribed To the Glory of God, this stone was laid by Mrs John Hopkins, April 19th 1881, to commemorate the enlargement of the Church. 
Chatwin’s chancel has an ornate roof, mosaic floor and carved choir stalls. The church is rich in memorials: an interesting one in the nave depicting a 3-funnelled warship is inscribed:-To the Glory of God and in memory of Walter Grounds, Petty officer, H.M.S. Terrible. An exemplary sailor, a good Son and the best big gunshot in the British navy. Died Hong Kong, June 2nd 1902.
Amongst the Victorian commemorative stained glass are depictions of St John & St Paul, the Good Samaritan, in the Lady Chapel is the Raising of Lazarus, and in the east windows the four Apostles 1854 and the angel appearing to Mary Magdalene and Mary. At the west end are late 20th-century trefoil windows by Kim Jarvis depicting Ladywood and the Caribbean community. 
There is good woodwork: in the Lady Chapel a fine altar 1927 and commemorative wood carvings at the end of each pew depict the four Apostles; a handsome oak screen along the passageway to the vestry. The ornate gothic stone pulpit with its carving of the saints is dated 1881, the brass lectern 1890. 
The north transept pews were removed 1993 making a flexible area for services, displays and meetings. Hanging lanterns on either side of the main aisle were given by Canon & Mrs Norman Power, in memory of their son Michael drowned in a sailing accident. Stone steps within the tower and south porch are evidence of a gallery above the main entrance. Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B16 Ladywood Ryland Street/ Grosvenor Street West
 St Barnabas - demolished VCH 53
Consecrated 1860 this simple stone church designed by W Bourne in gothic style and largely paid for by Louisa Ryland; small octagonal tower; there was a Sunday school building next to it.


@ @ @   B16 Summerfield Summerfield Crescent/ Gillott Road
 Christ Church/ Church of Christ VCH 32
A stone church, a memorial to George Lea, perpetual curate of St George Edgbaston 1864-1883, designed by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin in a spacious perpendicular style, consecrated 1885; apsidal chancel, transepts. Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B17 Harborne St Johns Road
 St John the Baptist - demolished VCH 79
Consecrated 1858 Yeoville Thomason designed this brick church in early English gothic; it was destroyed 1941 by a German bomb. (Photograph in Clarke 1994 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY) In 1960 a new church was consecrated in Harborne High Street on the site of the old church hall, formerly the church school. The schoolrooms built 1862 closed as a day school 1917 to become the church hall which was given a neo-classical facade and renamed St Johns Memorial Hall in honour of the dead of World War 1.
The new church designed by E M Marriner is a simple mid-20th-century brick building in concrete and brick with a pitched tiled roof; the main windows are engraved. The church was extended 1973 by Kelly & Surman with a stone panel by John Poole inscribed Jesus is Lord. Poole also made the steel cross 1975 made of a number of slender rods and placed on the exterior of the west wall. Poole is Birmingham- born and studied at the Birmingham School of Art.


@ @ @   B18 Gib Heath/ Handsworth Park Road
 St Chrysostom VCH 61
Opened 1888 as a mission of All Saints, designed by John Cotton in brick in early English gothic style; double transepts, south-west baptistery, nave with aisles, chancel set at an angle to the nave; the north-west tower remains unfinished; restored 1891 by W H Bidlake.


@ @ @   B18 Handsworth St Michaels Road/ Soho Hill
 St Michael VCH 103
Consecrated 1855, built in stone by W Bourne in decorated gothic style with chancel, nave, aisles and transepts; stone spire added to the south-west tower 1868. Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B18 Hockley/ Jewellery Quarter Vyse Street
 St Michael & All Angels - demolished VCH 105
Consecrated 1848 but closed a few years later, reopened 1869 as the chapel of the Church of England Cemetery 1848. The church was badly damaged by bombs in World War 2 and demolished 1953. The city took over the cemetery and the former Key Hill Methodist chapel was then used as a non-denominational cemetery chapel. Bought by the city 1952 and closed for burials 1982.


@ @ @   B18 Hockley/ Winson Green All Saints Street/ Lodge Road
 All Saints - demolished VCH 19
Built on land given by Sir Thomas Gooch to serve the new housing developments at Brookfields on the Gooch estate on Birmingham Heath, consecrated 1833, this was a Rickman & Hutchinson gothic-style church. Originally there were galleries on three sides which were later removed; small spires stood at each corner of the building; these were later removed. The shallow chancel was added 1881. The churchyard was closed for burials 1891 although burials in family graves continued until 1905. The church was demolished after 1966.


@ @ @   B18 Winson Green Cuthbert Road/ Winson Green Road
 St Cuthbert VCH 63
Opened 1863 as a mission church of All Saints, a new brick building with stone dressings designed by Bateman & Corser in decorated gothic style was consecrated 1872; apsidal chancel.


@ @ @   B19 Hockley Lower Tower Street opposite Ward Street
 St Nicholas - demolished VCH 107
Designed by Martin & Chamberlain and consecrated 1868. Closed 1947.


@ @ @   B19 Hockley/ Lozells New John Street West
 St Edward - demolished VCH 67
This brick building opened as a Presbyterian church c1853, was bought for the Church of England 1896. In 1949 the parish merged with St George and St Edward’s closed, to reopen as St George’s 1959.


@ @ @   B19 Lozells Church Street/ St Silas Square
 St Silas VCH 120
Consecrated 1854, designed in brick by J W Fiddian in gothic style; chancel, transepts, simple lancet windows. Grade II Listed Building.


@ @ @   B19 Lozells Lozells Road
 St Paul VCH 113
Built in red brick, west front faced in Bath stone by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin in perpendicular style, consecrated 1880; apsidal chancel, north-west tower. The building is now used by the Assemblies of the First Born Church of God. Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B19 Lozells Villa Street/ Old Bridge Street
 St Saviour VCH 118
Designed by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin in gothic style in red brick with darker brick patterning; vaulted aisles with gables; consecrated 1874. Closed by 1966.


@ @ @   B19 Lozells Wheeler Street
 St Matthias - VCH 102
Consecrated 1855 this brick built church was designed by J L Pedley in decorated gothic style. Closed 1948.


@ @ @   B19 Newtown Great Hampton Row/ Tower Street
 St George - demolished VCH 72
Consecrated 1822, the architect was Birmingham-based Thomas Rickman. This was a most important building, the first in Birmingham of a wave of government-funded churches known as Commissioners’ churches; the growth of the urban population in the nineteenth century led to steady decline in church attendance and many believed to a decline in morals and increasing lawlessness. Most importantly this was one of the first real attempts anywhere in England at reviving gothic church architecture. To later purists it suffered from having galleries and its columns were thin, but it was built in stone in accurate decorated gothic style. It had innovative cast iron tracery in the windows. When it was built, there were so few houses near Great Hampton Row and Tower Street, that the church was nicknamed ‘St’ George's in the Fields.’ Enlarged 1884. Demolished 1960.
The churchyard was used for burials as soon as the church opened; closed 1873 and laid out as a garden 1912. The churchyard gates and Thomas Rickman’s tomb still stand and are Grade II Listed. He was laid to rest here in the grounds of what his friends believed to be his best work. Rickman’s monument is a pointed canopied arch designed by Rickman’s architectural partner R C Hussey 1845 in sandstone which has worn badly. The site is now part of St George’s Park.


@ @ @   B21 Handsworth St James Road/ Crocketts Road
 St James VCH 78
Built 1838-1840 on a site given by John Crockett of the New Inn to an early English gothic design by R Ebbles with nave, south aisle and west tower; restored 1878 and chancel added. Greatly enlarged 1895 by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin in 14th-century gothic decorated style; in effect Chatwin added a new very much larger church to the original one at the south aisle; apsidal west baptistery added 1921 using 1895 plan. Grade A Local Listing.
Burials took place here until 1927 when the churchyard was taken over by the City Parks Committee.


@ @ @   B23/ B24 Erdington High Street/ Church Road
 St Barnabas VCH 54
A Commissioners’ church consecrated 1824 St Barnabas was designed by Thomas Rickman in decorated gothic style. It is possibly the only surviving gothic-style work of this pioneering 19th-century gothic revivalist (See also St George Newtown and St Margaret Ward End). St Barnabas was served by curates of Aston until given its own parish 1858. Enlarged 1883 with chancel and transepts by J A Chatwin also in decorated gothic; the west tower and nave remain of Rickman’s original. 8 bells. Grade II Listed. The Rev Hyla Holden Rose, the first vicar commuted from his home in Edgbaston until the vicarage was built next to the church in Church Road 1860.
In 1824 there was a single 11cwt bell here by Mears of Whitechapel. A set of Harrington’s tubular chimes were added 1890 which were sold on to Water Orton church 1904. The current 8 bells above by Taylor of Loughborough were hung on a 2-tier frame with the 5th 1903, the 6th and 7th rehung on ball bearings by Taylors 1946, the rest 1959. This was the first true-harmonic ring to be installed in Birmingham -see bells in the GLOSSARY.

1 John Taylor & Co Loughborough 1903  4-3-12 
2 John Taylor & Co Loughborough 1903  5-0-8 
3 John Taylor & Co Loughborough 1903  5-2-22 
4 John Taylor & Co Loughborough 1903  6-0-7 
5 John Taylor & Co Loughborough 1903  7-1-27 
6 John Taylor & Co Loughborough 1903  7-3-17 
7 John Taylor & Co Loughborough 1903 11-0-9 
8 John Taylor & Co Loughborough 1903 15-1-15

@ @ @   B25/ B10 Hay Mills The Fordrough/ Coventry Road
 St Cyprian with St Chad VCH 64
Begun in the schoolroom next to the present church in 1864 as a mission church of St Edburgha Yardley the new building paid for by James Horsfall, owner of adjacent Hay Mills wire-drawing factory, was designed in red and blue brick with stone dressing by Martin & Chamberlain in gothic style and consecrated 1873. It is built over a mill leat of Hay Mills which runs from the River Cole and has a chancel, south chapel and south-west spired tower. The mortuary chapel added 1877 commemorates James & Elizabeth Horsfall’s only daughter Mary who married the first chaplain Rev G H Simms; the face on the angel is believed to represent that of Mary Simms. The church bell dated 1749 came originally from Balsall Heath tannery B12 Lime Grove (demolished mid-19th-century). Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B27 Acocks Green Warwick Road/ St Mary’s Close
 St Mary the Virgin VCH 93
A large tall church designed in sandstone in 13th-century gothic style by J G Bland, consecrated 1866, enlarged 1882 by J A Chatwin; Bland’s south-west steeple was never built. 1940 the church was badly damaged at the crossing by a German bomb during World War 2 and restored during the 1950s. The east window by Burne-Jones 1895 was also damaged in 1940 and reconstructed. Burial registers date from 1867.


@ @ @   B29 Selly Hill Serpentine Road/ Selly Park Road
 St Stephen VCH 122
Designed in stone by Martin & Chamberlain in decorated gothic style with a scissor-truss roof, nave and apsidal chancel with cast-iron gothic altar rails, decorative tiled roof, south-west tower with spire; consecrated 1870. Stone outside, brick inside. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B29 Selly Oak Bristol Road/ Lodge Hill Road
 St Mary VCH 96
Two colours of sandstone, St Mary is in decorated gothic style designed by E Holmes; interesting arrangement of the clerestory windows; consecrated 1861. Burials took place here from the opening of the church; the churchyard closed 1899 when Lodge Hill Cemetery opened although burials continued in family graves until 1954. The Parks Department took control of the churchyard from 1927. A single bell by John Warner of London was hung here 1861 with five more added 1865. A new treble and 12cwt tenor were added 1887 also by Warner. All were recast in G by Gillett & Johnston of Croydon 1932 (tenor 12cwt 1qr 17st). Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B32 Bartley Green Field Lane
 St Michael & All Angels VCH 104
Built 1838, consecrated 1840 this simple red brick gothic building with sandstone dressings designed by Isaac Newry was enlarged 1876 to the north-west and south-west making a T-shaped plan. The church was not given its own parish until 1956. The first burial in the churchyard took place 1892.


@ @ @   B32 Quinton Hagley Road West
 Christ Church VCH 30
Quinton Parish Church was built 1840 on land given by Lord Cobham and given a parish out of Halesowen parish 1841. This red sandstone church is in early English gothic style with a central aisle and chancel, a small single-bell turret with a pointed spire. The church was restored 1890 by Osborn & Reading, west entrance added 1928. Good stained glass in the east windows dates from 1862. Burials took place in the churchyard until 1927 after which the ground was made into a park area. Quinton Church of England Primary School buildings next to the church were demolished 1971.


@ @ @   B33 Stechford Albert Road
 All Saints VCH 24
Founded as an iron mission church of St Edburgha’s in 1877, known as All Saints from 1892, the present building in red brick with terracotta dressings in decorated gothic style was built 1898 by J A Chatwin and consecrated 1932. 1937 apsidal baptistery and porch added from the original design. Similar to St Mark Washwood Heath.


@ @ @   B42 Hamstead Walsall Road/ Old Walsall Road
 St Paul VCH 112
A mission church of St Mary Handsworth from 1886, the new brick building was designed by W Davis in decorated gothic style and consecrated 1892. The church has a silver-gilt chalice of the 14th century, on the stem Christ and the Virgin Mary, St John, St Bartholomew and two other apostles.


@ @ @   B42 Perry Barr Church Road
 St John the Evangelist VCH 82
The church was built, endowed, and a fund left for future repairs, by ‘Squire’ Gough of Perry Hall. Foundation stone 1831, consecrated 1833, built of red sandstone ashlar in gothic style with embattled nave and west tower; chancel and transepts were added c1887. 1868 the church was supplied with a peal of eight bells in memory of the late Lord Calthorpe. The 8 bells cast in 1776 by Robert Wells of Aldbourne Wiltshire (11cwt tenor) originally hung in St John’s Deritend. When it was demolished 1947 they were used as part of the casting of bells for the Bishop Latimer Church 1958, and rehung here 1972. The tenor of this ring in F# weighs 14-0-8. Grade II Listed Building. The burial registers date from 1834. 


@ @ @   B73 Sutton Coldfield Boldmere Church Road/ Boldmere Road
 St Michael
Built 1857 by J F Wedmore faced in rock-faced stone, enlarged 1871 and the spire built, extended to the south by J A Chatwin 1895. A serious fire destroyed all but the tower 1964 and the body of the church was replaced in plain blue brick. The graveyard was extended 1914 and 1937.

There are 8 bells F# in a cast iron frame and with fittings by Barwell 1906; in the 1990s the fittings were entirely renovated by the local team under Dave Reeves.

Treble James Barwell, Birmingham 1906 4cwt-1qr-9lb
2 James Barwell, Birmingham 1906 4-1-11
3 James Barwell, Birmingham 1906 4-2-0
4 James Barwell, Birmingham 1906 5-0-24
5 James Barwell, Birmingham 1906 6-3-6
6 James Barwell, Birmingham 1906 7-2-3
7 James Barwell, Birmingham 1906 9-3-3
Tenor James Barwell, Birmingham 1906 13-3-14.

These bells are a rare complete Barwell ring.
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The following is largely based on the Victoria County History of Warwick Volume 7 1964 which is now well out-of-date. Any information to bring this section up-to-date would be much appreciated - please see FEEDBACK.

@ @ @   B6 Aston Frederick Road
 St James VCH 76
Originally a mission of Ss Peter & Paul 1891, a new building by J A Chatwin in gothic style built of grey brick with stone and red-brick dressing; chancel 1890, nave 1899; consecrated 1906; the interior was in red and grey brick and had a stained glass east window in Burne-Jones style. The old church was demolished 1979 and a new building opened 1981.


@ @ @   B8 Bordesley Green Finnemore Road/ Belchers Lane
 St Paul VCH 111
 A small mission church of St Margaret Ward End opened in 1929. It was replaced by the present blue brick building.


@ @ @   B8 Ward End Burney Lane
 Christ Church VCH 33
A large brown brick basilica-style building with stone dressing and round-headed windows designed by H W Hobbiss consecrated 1935; in the arch above the main entrance is a stone statue carved by William Bloye of Birmingham over 2 metres in height and depicting a stylised Christ as the Good Shepherd carrying a crook and lamb. Above this is a large plain cross nearly 5 metres in height with a relief panel at its centre showing a lamb and cross. Inscribed over the door INTROITE ATRIA EIUS IN HYMNIS = Enter his courts with praise; Psalm 100. Local List Grade B.


@ @ @   B10 Bordesley Green Hob Moor Road/ St Benedicts Road
 St Benedict VCH 57
Originally an iron mission church 1898 of St Oswald’s in Holman Road, the new building in red brick in romanesque/ byzantine style with round arches was designed by Nicol & Nicol 1905 and consecrated 1910; it was built on land given by Charles Wriothesley Digby. Inside the high ceiling is barrel-vaulted in timber; in the apse a byzantine-style painting of Christ in Glory with saints and angels in rich colours and gold by Henry Holliday 1912-1919. Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B10 Small Heath Coventry Road/ Oldknow Road
 St Gregory the Great VCH 75
As the Good Shepherd this was originally an iron mission church 1900 of All Saints, the present church building by C L Ball was begun 1902, dedicated 1912, consecrated 1916, but not finally completed until 1928. It is a short but tall brick byzantine-style building with round arches and an apsidal chancel. Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B11 Greet Warwick Road/ Colebrook Road
 St Bede Local List Grade C


@ @ @   B11 Sparkbrook Walford Road
 Emmanuel VCH 35
A brick and stone church in decorated gothic style by W H Bidlake consecrated 1901, enlarged 1927; it was never completed and the nave is shorter than intended. Chancel, south chapel, and north-east turret; interior of buff brick. Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B11 Tyseley Reddings Lane
 St Edmund VCH 66
Originally a mission church in 1895, rebuilt as an iron church 1913 dedicated to St Edmund, consecrated 1932. A new rectangular red-brick church with round-headed windows was built by H W Hobbis 1940. Locally Listed Grade B.


@ @ @   B12/ B10 Sparkbrook Stratford Road/ Mole Street
 St Agatha VCH 41
Largely paid for with funds from the sale of Christ Church New Street, this brick church with stone dressings was designed by William Henry Bidlake in Arts & Crafts gothic 1899-1901. It is not only Bidlake’s best church but ‘one of the most original and successful churches of c1900 in England.’ (Pevsner 1966) Interior pale cream brick with stone dressings. The foundation stone and font of Christ Church were placed in the baptistery; the clock and bell were also brought here. The chancel was built at the west rather than the traditional east end to be away from the traffic noise of the Stratford Road. During World War 2 the tower was badly damaged 1940 by German bombs but has been repaired; much of Bidlake’s internal furnishing and decoration was also destroyed 1940 and by fire 1957.
Stone carvings are original designed by Bidlake and carried out by H H Martyn’s of Cheltenham: on the tower a large statue of Christ in Majesty surrounded by angels, tympana reliefs show St Agatha in chains visited by a vision of St Peter, and being burnt rather than break her commitment to Christ; there are angel finials on the tower, cherubs around the porches and the inscription Enter into his courts with praise & Enter into his gates with thanksgiving. Inside corbels represent the heads of St Agatha and St Peter and other Bidlake designs include ceiling bosses and pillar capitals. East window stained glass Leonard Evetts 1961, altar by Wood, Kendrick & Williams 1964. This is an important Grade I Listed Building.


@ @ @   B13 Billesley Colemeadow Road/ Brigfield Road/ Beauchamp Road
 Holy Cross VCH 36
Consecrated 1937 a simple brick building typical of its date but with pointed windows by H W Hobbiss; 1964 chancel and vestries added according to the original plan. Grade C Local Listing


@ @ @   B13 Springfield Springfield Road
 St Christopher VCH 60
Consecrated 1907 this brick church with stone dressings in simple decorated gothic style was designed by Arthur Harrison. The east end has never been completed.


@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath Vicarage Road/ Priory Road
 St Mary Magdalen was originally a mission of All Saints Kings Heath 1906; a brick building in a large domestic style with a bell turret facing the road.


@ @ @   B16/ B17 Edgbaston City Road/ Portland Road
 St Germain Local List Grade A is a large church designed by E F Reynolds in romanesque style and built 1915-1917 in brick; plain nave and more elaborate chancel; it was one of only two churches built during World War 1. This new church replaced the original tin building which had opened 1895, was named St Germain’s 1907, and which continued in use as the church hall until 1958 when it was demolished and replaced with the present hall. The church almost closed in 1982 due to falling attendance but is now thriving once more. 


@ @ @   B17 Harborne High Street
 St John VCH 79
In 1960 this church was consecrated in Harborne High Street on the site of the church hall, formerly the church school. It replaced the old church in St Johns Road damaged during World War 2. This new church designed by E M Marriner is a simple mid-20th-century brick building.


@ @ @   B18 Winson Green/ Handsworth Handsworth New Road
 Bishop Latimer Memorial Church VCH 27
Designed by W H Bidlake in red brick in a perpendicular gothic style and consecrated 1904; very tall nave and massive square south-east tower with balustrade. Internally the finish is buff brick painted above the south-east to the south arcade; vaulted apsidal chancel. Restored 1938. A bell by Taylor of Loughborough was hung here 1904 with the intention of creating a ring of 10 which was never achieved. The 1776 bells of the demolished St John Deritend were recast as 7 to make a ring of 8 here by 1958. These bells were transferred to St John Perry Barr 1972. Grade II* Listed.


@ @ @   B18 Winson Green/ Hockley Spring Hill/ George Street West
 St Peter VCH 115
A large red-brick church with stone dressings and a west tower by Birmingham architect F B Osborn in a rather pointed perpendicular style, consecrated 1902.


@ @ @   B20 Witton Wenlock Road
 All Souls VCH 25
Consecrated 1907 this gothic-style red-brick church with stone dressing was designed by Philip Chatwin, son of J A Chatwin d.1907; low brick tower over the crossing.


@ @ @   B20/ B21 Handsworth Grove Lane
 St Peter VCH 117
A decorated gothic style red brick church with stone dressings designed by F B Osborn according to VCH; one of J A Chatwin’s last churches with his son P B Chatwin according to Pevsner. Consecrated 1907, the year of Chatwin’s death, but never fully completed according to the original plan. Nave, aisles vaulted transversely in wood and apsidal chancel with a square tower over the west part of the chancel. Early 20th-century painting in the chancel and on the reredos; stained glass in the chancel windows by Whitford, Yoxall and Hall, Birmingham School of Art students 1927; north chapel altarpiece shows the Stations of the Cross by John Baker 1948. Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B21 Handsworth Oxhill Road
 St Andrew VCH 47
Originally a mission of St Mary Handsworth, the Good Shepherd opened 1894. The new church was built by Arts-and-Crafts architect, W H Bidlake in 1908 in red and blue brick with stone dressings in decorated gothic style; nave, north and south transepts, chancel with north chapel and south organ loft with gallery. Notable is the arts&crafts processional cross by Edward Jones. Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B23 Gravelly Hill/ Stockland Green George Road
 All Saints VCH 20
A red-brick church in gothic style designed by Birmingham architect V S Peel as a chapel of St Barnabas 1901, consecrated 1928; west porch and east vestry added by W H Bidlake 1914.


@ @ @   B23 Stockland Green Bleak Hill Road/ Hesketh Crescent
 St Mark VCH 91
This was a mission of St Barnabas from 1908, known from 1920 as St Mark’s. A permanent brick church was consecrated 1934.


@ @ @   B24 Pype Hayes Tyburn Road/ Padstow Road
 St Mary VCH 95
A large romanesque-style building in red brick with round tile arches and sandstone dressings designed by E F Reynolds consecrated 1930. This large building has a 7-bay nave with passage aisles and a clerestory; the roof is in Roman tiles. The east end is cruciform with a chancel and chapels in the transepts. The church hall is attached to the church's north side by a cloister. Listed Grade II.


@ @ @   B26 Garretts Green Garretts Green Lane/ Sheldon Heath Road
 St Thomas was built 1960 by S T Walker in brick with reinforced-concrete frames visible inside; chancel, north-east chapel and hall beyond. Mural of Christ on the east wall by Mervyn Wright. Grade C Local Listing.


@ @ @   B26 South Yardley Rowlands Road
 St Michael & All Angels VCH 106
A red-brick church with round-headed windows built 1912 as a mission of St Edburgha Yardley, assigned a parish 1956. A new brick church by Denys Hinton replaced it 1964.


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green Highfield Road
 St Peter VCH 116
 Built as a temporary building 1922 as a mission of Christ Church Yardley Wood, it was known as St Cadoc, Gwynfa Dale until 1954 when it was assigned a conventional district and renamed St Peter’s. The church burned down in 1957 and a new reinforced concrete church by Norman Rider opened 1964; the building is based on an octagon with the main entrance through the west tower; stained glass in the east window and around the top of the church was designed by Tristan Ruhlmann and made in Strasbourg, the latter based on Persian prayer mat designs.


@ @ @   B29 Selly Oak Exeter Road/ Bournbrook Road
 St Wulstan VCH 125
St Wulstan’s was originally an iron mission of St Mary Selly Oak 1893 on the corner of Exeter Road Bournbrook; by 1900 six services were held every Sunday. The foundation stone of the new church building was laid on St Wulstan’s Day 19 January 1906 and the red- and blue-brick decorated gothic-style building with a scissors truss roof by J E K & J P Cutts was consecrated 1906 with accommodation for over 700. By the late 1970s congregation had declined and in 1980 the parish merged with that of St Stephen’s Selly Hill. In 1983 the church agreed to swap premises with that of the expanding Elim Pentecostal Church Alton Road. 


@ @ @   B29 Weoley Castle Shenley Lane
 St Gabriel VCH 71
A plain rectangular building of brown brick with round-headed windows in simple romanesque style consecrated 1934.


@ @ @   B30 Bournville Linden Road
 St Francis of Assisi VCH 69
Originally a mission church of St Mary Selly Oak from 1913, the present church is a red-brick romanesque-style building designed by Birmingham architect W A Harvey consecrated 1925. The parish hall 1913 also by Harvey is in similar style and connected to the church by an arcade. Byzantine-style carving was carried out inside by Birmingham-based sculptor William Bloye 1926. A lunette over the new south porch was carved in oak by Bloye 1933 depicting St Francis’ Sermon to the Birds; a matching lunette over the 1933 north porch was carved also in oak by Birmingham sculptor John Poole 1964 representing St Francis’ Canticle to the Sun. Church and hall are Grade II Listed. 


@ @ @   B30 Cotteridge Pershore Road South
 St Agnes VCH 42
 A large red-brick church in decorated gothic style 1903 by Cossins, Peacock & Bewlay; large interior of brick and stone; crenellated square tower; demolished 1980, the congregation amalgamated with Kings Norton Methodist as Cotteridge Church Centre.


@ @ @   B30 Stirchley Hazelwell Street
 Church of the Ascension VCH 26
A large red-brick building in decorated gothic style designed by W Hale 1901 as a chapel of St Mary Moseley; south-east tower; scissors truss roof. It became a parish church 1912. After the church burned down it was rebuilt 1973 in Pineapple Grove to the design of Romilly B Craze. Over the west door is a slightly larger-then-life fibreglass statue of Christ ascending by John Bridgeman, Head of Sculpture at Birmingham School of Art; the statue is set away from the wall, Christ gazes downwards with arms outstretched and feet turned down giving the impression of the figure slowly rising.


@ @ @   B31 Longbridge Longbridge Lane/ Turves Green
 St John the Baptist VCH 80
A brick-built church with chancel and a south-east tower by Bromilow, While & Smeaton consecrated 1967. Five stylised oak statues on the mullions of the west window by the architect G H While who designed all the internal furnishings were actually carved by Bromsgrove sculptor Robert Pancheri. The figures depict four Old Testament prophets Elijah, Isaiah, Ezekiel and Jeremiah with traditional attributes: a raven, a branch, a wheel and a scroll respectively. The prophets direct attention to the central figure of St John the Baptist holding a cross and with a lamb lying on the Bible.


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Allens Farm Road
 St Bartholomew was built by S N Cooke 1938 in red-brick romanesque style typical of this date.


@ @ @   B32 Harborne Balden Road
 St Faith & St Laurence VCH 68
Originally St Faith’s Mission of St Peter’s Harborne from 1906, the new brown-brick church in romanesque style with narrow round-headed windows was built 1937 by Philip Chatwin with generous funding by Sir Richard Hamilton Anstruther-Gough-Calthorpe; chancel, sanctuary, Lady Chapel, vestries by Chatwin & nephew, Anthony Chatwin. The style is typical of this date. Locally Listed Grade B.


@ @ @   B32 Quinton/ Ridgacre Quinton Road West
 St Boniface VCH 58
A brick church with steeply pitched roof and clerestory designed by Bromilow, While & Smeaton, consecrated 1959; gabled west front surmounted by an octagonal bell turret with a copper roof. The altar is by W H Bidlake and brought here from R C Carpenter’s demolished church of St Stephen Newtown Row/ St Stephens Street 1844.


@ @ @   B34 Shard End Ownall Road
 All Saints VCH 22
A large brown-brick building with tall narrow windows and massive tower by F J Osborne consecrated 1954. Serving the new post-war housing estate it was the first Anglican church to be built in Birmingham after World War 2 and was considered a replacement for All Saints Small Heath destroyed by German bombs. The church was opened by Queen Elizabeth II. A cloister under the tower connects the church and church hall; inside tall brick columns are patterned to give a twisted effect. A stone statue under a canopy over the main entrance by William Bloye is contemporary with the church and depicts Christ penitent in a loose coat tied at the waist with a rope.


@ @ @   B42 Perry Beeches Aldridge Road
 St Matthew VCH 101
A small rectangular brick building was consecrated 1939; replaced 1964 by Maguire & Murray’s distinctive hexagonal design with a large internal space intended to allow congregational participation.


@ @ @   B44 Kingstanding Bandywood Crescent
 St Mark VCH 90
A low-built concrete building dedicated 1952.


@ @ @   B44 Kingstanding Caversham Road
 St Luke VCH 87
 A brown brick building in romanesque style by P J Hunt was consecrated 1937. Local List Grade B.


@ @ @   B24 Rednal 
 St Stephen
Built to serve the new estate being built at Rednal this church was dedicated 1951 and given a parish out of Rubery parish 1957.The original building was built as both church and hall; a new church hall was built alongside 1962. Volunteers led by church organist G A W Jeynes completed the restoration of 450-pipe organ from the now-closed St John’s Methodist Church Selly Oak 1960.
@ @ @   B72 Sutton Coldfield Maney Maney Hill Road
 St Peter
The Iron Church was a simple corrugated iron building with a small spired bell turret built 1877 next to the Old Smithy Birmingham Road/ Manor Hill. The new church was built 1904 by Cossins, Peacock & Bewlay in brick and terracotta in perpendicular style with Arts & Craft detail; tall square south-west porch tower built 1935 to the original plan; very wide chancel window. Grade A Local Listing (including the vicarage).


@ @ @   B73 Sutton Coldfield Banners Gate Road/ Chester Road North
 St Columba by N F Cachemaille-Day 1960 is square in plan and has abstract stained glass by A E Buss.


@ @ @   B73 Sutton Coldfield Wylde Green Birmingham Road/ Little Green Lanes
 Emmanuel
1909-1916 by W H Bidlake, a tall narrow church in brick in early English gothic style; no tower; polygonal all-glass apse. Locally Listed Grade C.


@ @ @   B74 Sutton Coldfield Four Oaks Belwell Lane
 All Saints Church was consecrated 1908 with only a nave and temporary vestry; a choir vestry was built 1954; the church was completed 1965. Grade II


@ @ @   B75 Sutton Coldfield Mere Green/ Hill Mere Green Road/ St James Road
 St James
Built in simple gothic style in rendered brick with a west tower by D R Hill 1834; much enlarged by C E Bateman in red sandstone in Art & Crafts gothic 1906-1908, plaster leaf friezes around the windows and elaborate organ surround. Grade II Listed.
Burials took place here from 1836; in 1969 remains from the front of the churchyard were reinterred to the rear for the widening of Mere Green Road.


@ @ @   B75 Sutton Coldfield Reddicap Heath Hollyfield Road/ St Chads Road
 St Chad Local List Grade B


@ @ @   B76 Sutton Coldfield Walmley Walmley Road/ Eachelhurst Road
 St John the Evangelist
An unusual church built 1845 by D R Hill in Norman style of blue engineering brick with stone dressings and a patterned tiled roof; west rose window, bellcote, hammerbeam roof. A large extension was opened 1987 by the Bishop of Aston. Locally Listed Grade C.
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@ @ @   B1 City Centre Arthur Place/ Summer Hill Terrace 
 Greek Orthodox Cathedral of Dormition of Theotokos & St Andreas
This church was built 1873 by J A Chatwin in high Victorian geometric gothic style in red brick with terracotta dressings as the Catholic Apostolic Church; additions 1898 and 1900. Much original victoriana survives including the elaborate stone reredos, pulpit and font, organ chamber and timber gallery, pews and stained glass. Icons of St Andrew and pictures of the apostles have been added and a chancel screen by the Greek Orthodox church. Grade A Locally Listed building. BSMR


@ @ @   B1 City Centre Broad Street
 The Church of the Messiah was a large church with a slender spired tower built on arches over the Birmingham Canal on the north side of Broad Street 1862 by J J Bateman in decorated gothic style; a west gallery was supported on iron columns; inside a wall monument with a portrait medallion commemorated Joseph Priestley. The Sunday school stood behind the church also built over the canal. Demolished.


@ @ @   B1 City Centre Broad Street
 St Peter’s RC Church was an inconspicuous brick building, said to be deliberately so-built to avoid inflaming anti-Roman Catholic sentiment in the town. It stood in St Peter’s Place which ran along the east side of the canal off Broad Street on a site now occupied by the International Convention Centre. The church was built 1786 by Father Pacificus Nutt, one of the Franciscan Fathers of Prichatts Road Masshouse; at this time there were 16 Roman Catholic families in the town. The church was much enlarged 1802, 1825, and an overflow chapel created in Water Street.. A schoolroom was built 1826 paid for by John Hardman. The building was completely restored 1871 and an apsidal chancel added; it was consecrated only in 1933. St Peter’s was demolished 1969 as structurally unsafe. It had a plain exterior with round-arched windows ; internally a panelled gallery supported on classical wooden columns 1825. 
Over a thousand burials were found 1986 when the site was developed for the ICC and reinterred elsewhere.


@ @ @   B1 City Centre Blucher Street
 Birmingham's Jewish community was one of the oldest outside London, settlers being attracted in the early 18th century by the developing manufacturing industries; a (later poor) Jewish quarter developed around Horsefair, Hurst Street, Bristol Street and Sherlock Street. The first recorded synagogue was in the Froggery c1780, it was extended 1791, 1809, 1827, but demolished for the building of New Street Station after 1852. By 1871 c100 Jewish families were living in Edgbaston. The Froggery synagogue was replaced by Singers Hill Jewish Synagogue designed by Yeoville Thomason in Byzantine style 1856; it is of red brick with stone dressings with a rose window above the portico. A Jewish day school took place here until the opening of the Hebrew School in Hurst Street 1843. Singers Hill was internally reconstructed to create more room for the congregation 1937. This is the home of the Birmingham Hebrew Congregation. Grade II Listed.


B1 City Centre Broad Street
No 55 Second Church of Christ Scientist now a night club was built 1848 by J R Botham for Presbyterians in red brick with stone dressings. It has a grand west front onto Broad Street with a big central arch with a pediment and classical doorways; round-headed side windows and brick buttresses. Grade II


@ @ @   B1 Ladywood Edward Street/ Helena Street
 The Church of the Saviour was built 1847 as a non-sectarian Christian church; designed by Bateman & Drury in red brick with stone dressings, the front of the church was neo-classical with a very large central arch topped by a pediment and flanked by classical doorways; along the sides were round-headed windows and buttresses. The church was latterly a Methodist church; closed by 1965; demolished.
George Dawson was originally associated with Mount Zion Baptist Chapel but left there over doctrinal differences; he was an outstanding preacher and this church was effectively built for him by his followers. After his death in 1876 a statue by Thomas Woolner was placed 1881 beneath an elaborate 12-metre high gothic canopy behind the Town Hall; this was placed in the Central Library 1885, after the demolition of the Library it was placed outside the Gas Hall 1975 and from 1995 stands behind the Library.


@ @ @   B1 Hockley Graham Street opposite Vittoria Street
 This neo-classical chapel with pedimented porch and round-arched windows was built 1844 as St Andrew’s Scotch Presbyterian Church, it became an Independent Chapel and then Mount Zion Baptist Chapel with a large lecture room adjoining built 1851, and a Methodist New Connexion chapel 1879. The burial ground closed 1873 and the remains reinterred at Handsworth Cemetery 1913. It was Birmingham’s first Elim Pentecostal Tabernacle 1930 until that church moved to a new building on the corner of Newhall Hill 1970; from 1970 the Ramgharia Sikh Temple.


@ @ @   B2 City Centre Cannon Street
 The New Baptist Meeting House opened by Particular Baptists 1738, enlarged 1780, rebuilt 1806. Burials took place until 1860. When the site was compulsorily purchased for demolition 1879 as part of the Corporation Street development 142 bodies were reinterred at Witton Cemetery near the non-conformist chapel. The church was eventually rebuilt after World War 2 on Soho Road north of Rose Hill Road as Cannon Street Memorial Baptist Church.


@ @ @   B3 City Centre Newhall Street/ Lionel Street
 Zion Chapel was opened by the Swedenborgians 1791, bought by Baptists 1814 who used the churchyard for burials from 1814 until 1844. Over 300 bodies were reinterred at Witton Cemetery 1903.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Bull Street
 Friends’ Meeting House
The first meeting house was built in Bull Lane later Monmouth Street roughly on the site of the Great Western Arcade; a new meeting house was built 1703 close to the site of the present one, enlarged 1778, 1844. The graveyard was removed 1851 with the building of the Great Western railway cutting now underneath the Great Western Arcade (at Colmore Row). The graveyard facing Colmore Row and then known as Monmouth Street Burial Ground was closed 1750 and the remains reinterred on the new site nearby 1850; they included members of the Lloyd and Pemberton families. This building was demolished 1856 and rebuilt on the same site; opened for worship 1857. The present meeting house was designed 1931 by Hubert Lidbetter was soon surrounded by Lewis’s department store. Doctor Johnson House 1963 across the courtyard also belongs to the Society of Friends.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Corporation Street
 Methodist Central Hall
John Wesley founded the first Methodist congregation in Birmingham 1745. Birmingham’s first Methodist meeting house was in a house in Whittall Street, west side near the junction with Steelhouse Lane; it moved to a disused theatre Moor Street/ Park Street 1764 and to Cherry Street Chapel 1782 opened by John Wesley himself which was demolished by Chamberlain’s Corporation Street improvement 1883. The minister Rev Dr Taft was buried in a vault in front of the pulpit 1824; his remains were reinterred at Key Hill Cemetery when the building was demolished.

Central Hall 1903 is a large asymmetrical building in red brick with terracotta decoration strongly influenced by arts&crafts principles and built to complement the Victoria Law Courts by architects Ewan & James A Harper.
This is a large 3-storey building with parapets and octagonal turrets and with a very tall slender tower; on the ground floor is the main entrance facing the Law Courts, the rest of the frontage being taken up with shops. Two red terracotta reliefs above the main entrance by Gibbs & Canning of Glascote, Tamworth are allegories of Methodist teaching emphasising the centrality of the Bible, and the role of hymnody: one figure holds a Bible and reads to two cherubs, the other playing a lyre sings to two cherubs. Inside the porch are two Gibbs & Canning panels showing events in the life of John Wesley, one scene showing his rescue from the burning family home, the other has Wesley forbidden to preach in church and consequently preaching from his father’s gravestone. The main hall on the first floor is a full 2-storeys high; a gallery on 3 sides has a good wrought-iron balustrade in art nouveau. Grade II* Listed and within Steelhouse Lane Conservation Area.


B4 City Centre St Chads Circus Queensway
@ @ @   St Chad’s Roman Catholic Cathedral
St Chad’s was the first Roman Catholic cathedral to be built in England after the Reformation; it replaced a smaller St Chad’s Church in Shadwell Street, a Georgian neo-classical building of 1808. The new church was the brainchild of Bishop Walsh and was in the middle of the densely packed Gun Quarter (now largely gone). A branch from the Birmingham & Fazeley Canal now infilled brought materials to the site.
It was designed 1841 by A W N Pugin, a prime mover in the Gothic Revival and gave him an important opportunity to put into practice his beliefs about architecture and Christianity. The church is in red brick with steep roofs of Welsh slate and two slender spired towers in 14th-century Baltic German style unlike any other Birmingham church. The octagonal north-west chapel is by S Pugin Powell 1933. In the tympanum above the main entrance is a stone medieval-style Virgin & Child flanked by angels by Pugin; also on the west front are life-size statues of bishop-saints associated with the English Christianity: Saints Augustine, Chad, Swithin, Wulstan, Thomas and Hugh wearing bishop’s clothes.
The stained glass windows were made locally by Hardman’s from Pugin’s designs, those on the north wall show the making of the windows and include John Hardman himself; windows in the Chapel of St Edward tell how the relics of St Chad came to be in the cathedral. The window in the Lady Chapel is known as the Ha’penny Window, paid for by contributions from children of St Chad’s School Shadwell Street. St Chad’s thigh-bone is placed in the St Edward Chapel; his other relics in a gilded casket above the high altar.
The pulpit is early 1500s from Louvain Abbey and there were 15th-century German statues in Pugin’s rood screen; the screen was removed after the Second Vatican Council 1965 emphasised congregational participation in the Mass. The bishop’s throne incorporates 15th-century German carving from the Church of St Maria in Capitolio, Cologne; statue of the Virgin and Child in the Lady Chapel is also 15th-century German; in the north-west chapel painting attributed to Albrecht Durer c1500. The Stations of the Cross were designed by Albrecht de Vriendt 1875. An effigy lies on top of Bishop Walsh’s tomb d.1849 designed by Pugin 1850 in north transept; over the tomb is an ornate ogee arch in decorated gothic flanked by pinnacles. A fibreglass statue of St Joseph by Michael Clark was put in place 1968 after the cathedral was extensively renovated. There are some burials in the crypt.

In 1841 a single 17cwt bell was hung in the south-west tower; this was replaced by a ring of 5 cast by C & G Mears of Whitechapel 1849 (tenor 13cwt). In 1856 the bells were rehung in the north-west tower. Three new trebles were added 1877 cast by William Blews & Sons of Birmingham. A new ring of eight in F was cast by Taylor’s of Loughborough 1940, the  tenor weighing 15cwt 3qr 6st.

Grade II Listed.

In Bath Street stood the Bishops House built 1839-1841 by Pugin in a domestic brick vernacular style. Demolished 1960.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre Steelhouse Lane
 Ebenezer Chapel opened as a Congregational chapel 1818; sold to the Christian Science Church 1931; since demolished. Burials took place here from 1819 until 1873. Some of the dead were reinterred at Witton cemetery 1887 due to road widening; the remainder 1931.


@ @ @   B5 Bordesley Fazeley Street/ Floodgate Street 
 The Unitarian Chapel and Free Christian Society Sunday School now industrial premises 1865 Grade B and C Local List.


@ @ @   B5 City Centre Carrs Lane
 Carrs Lane Chapel
This Congregational chapel originally opened 1747 by worshippers seceding from the Unitarians. It had a small burial ground attached; rebuilt 1802, rebuilt and extended 1820 in neo-classical style by Thomas Whitwell over the burial ground; rebuilt by Yeoville Thomason 1876, 1884. A Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque here  commemorates Dr R W Dale, minster here and a seminal orator, preacher of the Civic Gospel. The present brick building facing Moor Street Queensway dates from the late 1960s and incorporates a variety and meeting rooms and a bookshop.


@ @ @   B5 City Centre Freeman Street
 Freeman Street Baptist Chapel opened 1729; closed 1754 and the congregation joined Cannon Street Chapel. When the building was demolished in 1856 bones from the graveyard were discovered.


@ @ @   B5 City Centre New Meeting Street
 St Michael RC
After the Old Meeting was opened for Presbyterians, later known as Unitarians, the New Meeting in Digbeth 1692, but the building vacated by 1732 (the building remained in Meeting House Yard until at least 1858.) A new New Meeting/ New Meeting House was built 1732. Joseph Priestley was appointed pastor 1780 and the building was burned down during the 1791 Riots; it was rebuilt 1802 with a school and library attached. It was consecrated 1961 as St Michael & St Joseph RC Church; all remains in the churchyard were then reinterred at Key Hill cemetery. In style it is a typical rectangular meeting house in neo-classical style with a gallery on three sides. Grade II Listed. Joseph Priestley is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque here.

@ @ @   B5 City Centre Philip Street/ Old Meeting Street (roughly New Street Station forecourt area)
 The Presbyterians later Unitarians first worshipped in a small room somewhere in Digbeth which was licensed after the 1672 Declaration of Indulgence which allowed non-conformists to build places of worship. Under James II worship had to be held in secret, but with the passing of the Act of Toleration 1689 the Old Meeting/ Old Meeting House was built; it was burnt in high-church riots 1715 and again wrecked in the 1791 Priestley Riots; rebuilt 1794 with a school and library attached. The burial ground was used from 1696, enlarged 1779, 1869, 1870; closed for burials 1873 for all but family graves. The building was demolished 1882 for the enlargement of New Street Station and the dead belonging to both the Old and New Meetings reinterred at Witton Cemetery where an obelisk marks the site..


@ @ @   B5 Deritend Bradford Street
Bradford Street Methodist Chapel opened 1786 with a small burial ground to the rear, extended 1823 and later a schoolroom built. Burials ceased 1873; the chapel closed 1936 and was subsequently used as a coke store by Harrisons brassfounders until it was destroyed by a German bomb during World War 2. 


@ @ @   B5 Edgbaston Pershore Road/ Speedwell Road 
 Birmingham Central Synagogue/ Beth Hamedrah (House of Study) began life as a breakaway from Singers Hill in Blucher Street to cater for the late-19th-century influx of Jews escaping the central European and Russian pogroms. It was originally located in Wrottesley Street 1901, moving c1928 to a disused Methodist chapel on Bristol Street which was demolished due to redevelopment in the late 1950s. The new building is a modern design in concrete and brick with community facilities and has 44 windows with sandblasted designs.

@ @ @   B5 Lee Bank/ City Centre Bristol Street
St Catherine of Sienna RC Church originally stood on the Horse Fair, built 1875 by Dunn & Hansom; chancel by Cossins & Peacock added 1893; tower added 1909; demolished c 1965. The new church was built a little further out of the city. The new circular domed church on the corner of Irving Street is by Harrison & Cox 1964 built of brick and concrete with a central altar; coloured relief stations of the cross are from the old church.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Gladstone Street
 The original Salvation Army hall stood in Victoria Street from 1904; the present one in Gladstone Street opened 1976.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Lichfield Road/ Victoria Road
Lichfield Road Wesleyan Church opened in a schoolroom 1862; a larger brick chapel was built on the site 1870, extended 1874; schoolrooms were added 1892 and further alterations took place 1917; rebuilt 1936 and demolished 1985 when the new Methodist church building was opened next to Aston Station.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Mansfield Road
Mansfield Road Wesleyan Church was built 1883 with seating for 355; it was later a Methodist church with extra accommodation added; now the Church of God of Prophecy, a church of West Indian origin.

@ @ @   B6 Aston Park Lane
 Park Lane Gospel Hall opened 1892 and was demolished in the late 1970s with the construction of the Aston Expressway; a new building at the other end of Park Lane opened 1979.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Six Ways/ Victoria Road/ Witton Road
Christ Church Baptist Chapel is a striking building designed 1864 by James Cranstone of Oxford built in venetian gothic style in polychromatic brick. The church has rounded octofoil windows; an arcaded vestibule joins the church to the tower whose stone spire is elaborately pinnacled. The hall with cast-iron pillars added 1888 by Dunn & Hopkiss. The building has been carefully restored and converted into private residences and the new baptist church built on the opposite side of the road. Grade II. BSMR


@ @ @   B6 Aston Thomas Street
Aston Christian Centre opened in a new building 1984.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Upper Sutton Street
South Aston United Reformed Church opened 1973 with the amalgamation of Aston Park and Lozells Congregational churches.


@ @ @   B6 Aston Witton Road
 The Sacred Heart & St Margaret Mary RC Church opened 1922, consecrated 1933, is a tall romanesque-style designed by George B Cox of Harrison & Cox in red brick with side aisles and transepts; there is a 5-storey tower 1922; mosaic Crucifixion over the west door. On the exterior wall is a larger-than-life terracotta traditional figure of Christ with his hand raised in blessing carved by John Evans 1934 of Gibbs & Canning to Cox’s design. Cox added the byzantine campanile 1934. 


@ @ @   B6 Aston Witton Road
Mount Beulah Apostolic Church is a tin tabernacle with pointed windows and was originally built as a mission of St James Church Frederick Road c1940.


B7 Nechells Francis Street
St Vincent de Paul RC Grade C Local List


B7 Nechells Long Acre
Church of God of Prophecy Grade B Local List - was this former Presbyterian?


@ @ @   B7 Nechells Thimble Mill Lane/ Long Acre
St Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church was built 1850 originally as the mortuary chapel for the newly opened Roman Catholic cemetery, at that time the only catholic cemetery in Birmingham. The chapel was designed by A W N Pugin as the chancel of a future church in decorated gothic style and enlarged 1872 as a parish church by his son Edward Pugin in high Victorian gothic; restored 1945 by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott.
The chancel and north Lady Chapel are the original 1850 chapel; good internal work by the Pugins and Scott survives; note especially the paintings of angels over the nave arcade and Christ in Glory over the chancel arch. Church, presbytery, churchyard wall and lychgate are Grade II Listed. BSMR

The cemetery closed c1877. 


@ @ @   B8 Saltley Bridge Road/ Parkfield Road
Our Lady of the Rosary & St Theresa of Lisieux RC Church by G Drysdale 1933 is in Italian romanesque style and massively built with as large squat tower.


B8 Washwood Heath Ward End Road
Bethel Evangelical Church Grade B Local List


@ @ @   B9 Small Heath Coventry Road opposite Jenkins Street
 Small Heath Methodist Church opened as a Wesleyan Methodist church 1876 replacing the earlier building in Green Lane. It was classically styled building with round arches and a triangular pediment; it had a square tower with a pyramidal roof. The Sunday school was held in the Conference Hall in Jenkins Street. The church building was demolished in the 1960s and replaced by shops.


@ @ @   B11 Sparkhill Evelyn Road
The English Martyrs RC Church designed by Sandy & Norris opened 1923; it is in red brick and in Italian romanesque style with small round-arched windows and three shallow apses at the east end; square south-west tower; consecrated 1946.


B11 Sparkhill Stratford Road
Salvation Army Citadel Grade A Local List


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Edward Road/ Harbury Road
Edward Road Baptist Church
A thoroughly good example of Birmingham terracotta 1899 with good detail, a combination of perpendicular and romanesque. Immersion font in front of the high pulpit. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath George Street
St John the Evangelist RC Church designed by A Vicars in a romanesque style 1896 with a stone figure of St John wearing the clothes of a monk by Robert Bridgeman & Sons of Lichfield set in the central niche; it was moved after World War 2 to the top of the north tower. Some internal arches were removed during the 1960s. 


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Moseley Road/ Lime Grove
Balsall Heath Methodist Church opened 1887 in a square-fronted building with a classical parapet and portico and school buildings to the rear (Illustration in Hart 1992 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY). It was destroyed by German bombs 1940 and the present building built on the same site 1950.


@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Moseley Road/ Runcorn Road (north side of the junction)
Balsall Heath Congregational Church was built to seat 1000 people; it was built in gothic style facing the Moseley Road and had large twin spires (Illustration in Hart 1992 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY). The church has been demolished but the school building survives in Runcorn Road. The congregation united with that of the Church of Christ which still stands by Balsall Heath Baths moved as the United Reform Church to a new multi-purpose building shared with St Pauls CofE Church opened at Mary Street/ Edward Road 1980.


@ @ @   B12 Deritend High Street
 Nos.173-174 is a small but tall church in Lombardic style with good arts&crafts brickwork; it was never consecrated or used as a church and is now industrial premises. Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B12 Highgate Alcester Street
St Anne’s Roman Catholic Church/ St Ann 1884 designed by London architects Vicars & O’Neill replaced Cardinal Newman’s original chapel. It is early English gothic in style, brick-built with stone dressing; J R R Tolkien worshipped here when he lived in Moseley. Grade A Local List


@ @ @   B12 Highgate Lombard Street (just south-west of the junction with Moseley Street)
Lombard Street Chapel opened 1785 by General (Arminian) Baptists, enlarged 1807, 1832; there was a large schoolroom attached. Burials took place from 1786 to 1873; the chapel closed 1886 and the premises let as storage for a building firm on condition that the gravestones should be respected. The chapel building was demolished in the 1960s; graves were discovered when the new premises were extended 1989.


@ @ @   B12 Highgate Moseley Road (opposite Stratford Place)
 Highgate Baptist Church was a gothic style chapel with schoolrooms attached, demolished after 1935. 


@ @ @   B12 Moseley Park Hill

The New Synagogue developed as a result of a breakaway from Singers Hill after the late-19th-century influx of Jewish refugees from the pogroms of Poland and Russia. The New Synagogue reamalgamated with Singers Hill 1995.

@ @ @   B13 Moseley Oxford Road
Oxford Road Baptist Church 1888 by J P Osborne of Birmingham; this was a design entered in the competition to build St Agnes at the other end of Oxford Road and though it did not win was considered of high merit and subsequently bought by the Baptists. It is faced in pink sandstone with limestone dressings in gothic decorated style in cruciform shape; north-west octagonal spired tower in limestone; vestry and meeting rooms at north-west corner; polychromatic encaustic-tiled chancel floor, marble immersion font, stained glass by Heaton Butler Bayne of London and A J Davis of the Bromsgrove Guild 1932. Now Calvary Church of God. Grade II. BSMR


@ @ @   B13/ B28 Sparkhill Hall Green Stratford Road/ Colgreave Avenue
Moravian/ United Reform Church was built 1933 on the site of the steam tram depot.


@ @ @   B13 Yardley Wood Trittiford Road
Our Lady of Lourdes RC Church by Harrison & Cox 1966.


@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath Cambridge Road/ School Road
Kings Heath Methodist Church originated in a cottage in Avenue Road c1870; A church schoolroom was built in School Road and also used as a church. The present building 1896 is an elaborate gothic building in red brick with terracotta. It has a large square tower topped with a tall octagonal spire.


@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath High Street
Kings Heath Baptist Church originated in a small cottage 1811 and in 1816 a small meeting house rebuilt 1972 on the site of the present church which was built 1898 in gothic style with a large rose window facing the High Street; a spire was intended but never built. Burials here date from c1848.


@ @ @   B15 Kings Heath Kingsfield Road
St Dunstan’s Roman Catholic Church originated in a corrugated iron building in Station Road before 1030s; destroyed by a German bomb 1940. Kingsfield House was subsequently used for worship; by 1956 the present building had been built on this site.


@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Hagley Road
The Oratory Church of the Immaculate Conception
The English Congregation of the Oratory of St Philip Neri, the Oratorians founded by John Henry Newman later Cardinal Newman were based first at Maryvale 1848 and then moved to the new Oratory built here 1852 by Henry Clutton, enlarged 1858, 1861 in romanesque style by J H Pollen.
The copper-domed Italian renaissance-style church was built 1906-1909 using material from Italy as a memorial to Newman designed by E Doran Webb. However, Newman’s original study was preserved and may be visited by arrangement; Newman is buried at St Mary’s Retreat Rednal. The church has relics of St Thomas More’s hair shirt and bones of the 3rd-century St Valentinus brought by Newman from Rome 1847. The church is Grade II listed, No.141 the Oratory priest’s house is Grade II* Listed.  Cardinal Newman is commemorated here by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque.

B15 Edgbaston St James Road 
Friends Meeting House Grade A Local List 


@ @ @   B16 Ladywood Sheepcote Street 
 Birmingham' Liberal Jewish Congregation was established 1935 with the Law Society's Legal Library in Bennetts Hill converted for use as their first synagogue. Birmingham Progressive Synagogue was built in Sheepcote Street 1939.

@ @ @   B17 Bearwood/ Edgbaston Sandon Road 
Methodist Church 1896 by John Lancaster Ball in a gothic style red brick with stone dressings; small north-west tower; large 6-light east window with geometric tracery and stained glass 1919 commemorating those who died during World War 1, other stained glass is c1930; with many original internal details surviving including west end galleries. Grade II. BSMR


@ @ @   B17 Harborne High Street opposite Ravenhurst Street
Harborne Baptist Church was built before 1905 in a gothic style with two small spires on either side of the main entrance; demolished before 1975.


@ @ @   B17 Harborne South Street
Harborne Methodist Church
Red-brick gothic/ romanesque church 1868 with a south-west spire standing square with a romanesque wheel window and becomes octagonal. Grade II Listed BSMR


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Vivian Road
St Mary RC Church was built 1877 by Dunn & Hansom of brick with stone dressings, squat bell turret and a variety of styles of window. Restored in the early 1960s. No.111 St Mary’s Retreat is a Grade II Listed building; attached to the house on the left is a large early 19th-century cast-iron gothic conservatory with some original stained glass remaining in the tracery. BSMR The new church was added to the old 1978. 
(The following information adapted from St Mary's extensive website.)

Dr Ullathorne OSB, first Bishop of Birmingham of the restored Roman Catholic hierarchy in England, bought a disused Methodist Chapel with a cottage on either side on Harborne High Street for the Passionist fathers 1870; the building is still in existence now used as shops. A schoolroom was built to the rear 1871. In 1873, a house called Harborne Lodge was bought with 2 hectares of land for a new church and monastery, St Mary's Retreat, now St Mary's Priory. Weekday masses were said there while Sunday masses continued in the Old Chapel House on the High Street. In 1874 the Old Chapel was turned into a school and conservatory at the rear of Harborne Lodge became a temporary chapel. This soon proved to be too small and funds were raised to build the new church where mass was first said by Bishop Ullathorne 1877. In 1884 the Retreat opened as a House of Studies and 18 students transferred from St Paul's Retreat, Mount Argus, Dublin from where the ebony, rosewood and satinwood pulpit was brought 1886. The Shrubbery Vivian Road/ Harborne Park Road was bought to extend the frontage 1890 the Servite Homes now stand on the site. The new school with two classrooms opened 1895 (site of the present Parish Centre). Stained glass windows above the main altar and three ornate wooden confessionals down the side aisle were erected 1898, two now at the rear of the old church. The stone altar was brought here from the Passionist Retreat at Wareham, Dorset which closed c1900; statues of the Sacred Heart, St Joseph and St Paul of the Cross were also set up at this time.

A new retreat was built linking the original Harborne Lodge with the present church 1911 and opened by Bishop Ilsley of Birmingham. There is a small cemetery to the rear. Stained glass in the Lady Chapel was the gift of Mr S Jewsbury 1917. The Connolly family erected a Calvary in memory of their son and other parishioners killed in World War 1; the crucifix still remains to the rear of the new church with the two War Memorials on either side. In 1938 Mr E B Aldridge paid to open up the old sacristy, the basilica, into the church by the Lady Chapel, as the Chapel of the Sacred Heart.

Two infant classrooms and the lower playground were added to the school 1936, now the site of the Priory car park. A new school block was built 1953-1955; three new classrooms and other accommodation opened 1963.

The Lady Chapel and sacristy were restored after a fire 1961 and the rest of the stained glass put in including representations of the Annunciation, Visitation, Nativity and Presentation. In line with the Second Vatican Council 1965 altar and communion rails were removed 1970, the organ and choir removed from the organ loft and the Lady Chapel transferred to the side chapel, now the Sacristy. The Passionist fathers left Harborne 1973, the Augustinian brothers taking over.

A new brick-built church with a tall slender spire was built 1978 designed by Brian A Rush and Associates to the right of the old church which was integrated internally into the new building. Above the main entrance is a Portland stone facia by Ervin Shaw, stonemason of Stafford with a heart and arrow emblem for the Augustinians by Henry Joseph of Allied Artists. Inside the entrance under the statue of St. Augustine the foundation stone of the new church is inscribed: This Foundation Stone from Clare Priory, Suffolk, the first Augustinian Monastery founded in England 1248, was carried to Harborne by the St. Mary's Scout and Guide Group. Feast of St. Augustine, 28th. August 1978. Filling the apse is a sculpture cast in fibre-glass with a bronze finish by Cauchi of the Risen Christ, an idealised figure of Jesus casting aside the funeral shroud. The stone font, lectern and altar in bath stone are by Ervin Shaw. Preserved at the altar are relics of Ss Stephen, Laurence, John and Paul from the altar in the old church with a relic of St Augustine of Hippo, spiritual father of the Augustinian Order. A ceramic of Mary, the Mother of Good Counsel, with Jesus is by Cauchi who was also responsible for the Stations of the Cross, the design of the same artist who inspired the figures of the Madonna and Risen Christ. The sanctuary in the old church was renewed, and the pews turned sideways to face into the new church building.

The two original 1895 classrooms were demolished 1990 and the new parish centre opened to the left of the old church. A new outdoor activity centre was built to the right of the playground 2000.

@ @ @   B18 Winson Green Dudley Road 
St Patrick RC was built by A E Dempster & Heaton 1895 in red brick with stone dressings in gothic style; the arcades are of red sandstone and there is an elaborate altar canopy. Grade II


@ @ @   B18/ B19 Handsworth Soho Hill
Soho Hill Congregational Chapel 1892 a large church with a square tower facing the road and topped with a pyramidal roof.


@ @ @   B19 Lozells No.98 Hunters Road
St Mary’s RC Convent/ Convent of Our Lady of Mercy
The first Roman Catholic religious house in the area since the Reformation, designed by A W N Pugin 1840 2 storeys in red brick in Tudor style with steep roofs. It was built on land given by John Hardman Senior who lived opposite; half the building cost was met by the Earl of Shrewsbury. The chapel was used as the Roman Catholic parish church until St Francis opened 1847, had much painted decoration, was hit by a German bomb 1942; a new chapel was built in the late 1950s; Hardman stained glass. Grade II* There is a small burial ground here for the nuns. 


@ @ @   B19 Lozells Hunters Road/ Wretham Road
St Francis of Assisi RC Church was built in red brick with stone dressings in early English gothic style 1894 by Canon Scoles.


B19 Lozells Gerrard Street/ Lozells Street
Methodist Church Grade II.


@ @ @   B19 Lozells Wretham Road
Swedenborgian church 1876 in decorated gothic with a steeply pitched roof and slender spire.


@ @ @   B19/ B20 Lozells Heathfield Road
 St George’s former Presbyterian church 1896 by J P Osborne in a mixture of styles.


@ @ @   B19/ B20 Handsworth Hamstead Road
Hamstead Road Baptist Church was built in gothic style in the late 1880s with seats for 800; it has a fine slender spire and is Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Somerset Road
Somerset Road Wesleyan Chapel built 1894 in a late-Victorian eclectic mixture of gothic styles.


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Westminster Road/ Livingstone Road
Westminster Road Congregational Church 1882 in gothic style with a large rose window facing Westminster Road.


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Union Row
Union Row Wesleyan Chapel was built 1789 in simple style with round-arched windows; it later became a Congregational church and in 1972 Handsworth’s first Sikh temple; now a community centre.


@ @ @   B21 Handsworth Avenue Road
St Augustine of Canterbury RC Church 1939 by G B Cox in romanesque style in a basilican design, tall square north-west tower. A low relief stone panel by Peter Bohn 1958 shows St Augustine arriving by boat in England c605; Coventry-born Bohn trained at Birmingham, School of Art from 1944.


@ @ @   B23 Erdington Sutton Road opposite Orchard Road
St Thomas & St Edmund of Canterbury Roman Catholic Church, Erdington Abbey, Abbey Hall, generally known as The Abbey.
Before 1847 Catholics had worshipped in a private house on the High Street; in 1847 Father Heneage built a Roman Catholic chapel on the High Street opposite Station Road (Edwards Road). Ss Thomas & Edmund Roman Catholic Church 1848 was designed by Charles Hansom advised by the founder of the church, a former Anglican priest, Fr Daniel Haigh who met the largest part of the costs. The church is in sandstone and in careful 14th-century decorated gothic style with elaborate internal detail and held to be a very fine example of the Gothic Revival. The exterior is red sandstone with elaborate gables and traceried windows; north-west tower with spire. The interior is cream limestone with elaborate ornamental detail. The church was consecrated 1850 by Bishop Ullathorne soon to be the first Roman Catholic Bishop of Birmingham. 
Reliquaries by Pugin hold part of the Holy Cross, the jawbone of St Thomas and a toe of St Edmund. 8 bells all inscribed with ‘Pray for England’. Fr Haigh is buried in the chapel of St Joseph; note the rare hanging rood and the monks’ seats in the sanctuary.

From 1876 Fr Haigh handed the church over to four German monks from Beuron of the Order of St Benedict who had been exiled for their faith. Initially the presbytery served as the monastery. The adjoining stone-built Priory of St Thomas designed for them by A E Dempster 1880 by which time there were 11 monks and 3 lay brothers. After Fr Haigh's death the presbytery served as the first Roman Catholic grammar school in the diocese. In 1896 the priory was made into an abbey by Pope Leo XIII, the numbers increased and a school for novitiates opened; 1896-1898 an extension was built by Harry Haigh, nephew of the founder including a tower, apartments and chapel, rooms for guests, entrance hall, parlours, novitiate, and clericate; the first abbot Dom Ansgar Hockelmann was blessed 1899 in the church by Bishop Ilsley. The buildings were further extended 1904. From 1922 the Redemptorists took over the abbey. From c1995 the abbey was bought by a private school.

The bells in F replace the ring of eight by William Blews of Birmingham 1877. They are hung in a cast iron frame with new fittings by Taylors 1950. A small service bell (3-3-10) is hung in the turret by the south door. These bells are noted for their fine tone.

Treble John Taylor & Co, Loughborough 1950  4-1-0 
2 John Taylor & Co, Loughborough 1950  4-2-21 
3 John Taylor & Co, Loughborough 1950  5-0-26 
4 John Taylor & Co, Loughborough 1950  6-0-7 
5 John Taylor & Co, Loughborough 1950  7-0-26 
6 John Taylor & Co, Loughborough 1950  8-0-27 
7 John Taylor & Co, Loughborough 1950 11-0-6 
Tenor John Taylor & Co, Loughborough 1950 15-3-16

The large churchyard has a Calvary tomb of the Genders family. Church and Abbey are Grade II Listed. BSMR


@ @ @   B23 Erdington Station Road/ Wesley Road
Methodists used the hall of Mason’s Orphanage from 1858 until 1868 when they built the neo-classical round-arched Wesleyan Chapel with a 2-storey pedimented porch; there was originally a small burial ground at the rear. Erdington Methodist Church was rebuilt 1902 in front of the old chapel in decorated gothic style; altered 1922; extended 1931 with gabled side aisles..


@ @ @   B23/ B24 Erdington Gravelly Hill
St Mary & St John RC Church A 5-metre high statue in ciment fondu of St John holding a slender cross was placed on top of G B Cox’s new tower of 1961 which was built at the same time as the south transept. The statue was sculpted by Birmingham artist Raymond Kings who trained at Moseley Road Art School. Over the south transept door is a relief also in artificial stone depicting the Madonna & Child; this was cast by Kings from a wood-carving of Cox’s designed for St Peter’s School in Bromsgrove and originally produced by Bridgeman’s of Lichfield based on a 16th-century Dutch relief.


@ @ @   B23/ B44/ B73 New Oscott Chester Road/ College Road
St Mary’s College/ Oscott College & St Mary’s Chapel
In 1793 a group of Roman Catholic gentry set out to establish an English Catholic school for their sons and for the clergy. A Roman Catholic mission founded at Oscott (now Old Oscott) at the end of the 17th century by Andrew Bromwich was earmarked as the bishop's residence. However, it was agreed that this would be the home for the new school. St Mary’s formally opened in 1794 as a college for boys and ecclesiastics. The building was extended and the number of boys rose to 35. Further additions were made including the Sacred Heart chapel which opened 1820.

Under Henry Weedall, president 1824-40 the school grew until the buildings could no longer accommodate the number of pupils, and plans for a new college, along the lines of Wadham College Oxford, were drawn up by Joseph Potter, Lichfield Cathedral’s architect. In less than three years the new gothic building was opened some two miles from the old college on the site of Holdford Farm. The new school was built on the edge of Sutton Chase and the name of Oscott transferred to the new site, previously known as Jordan's Grave, now New Oscott.

From the 1840s with the Oxford Movement and its effects, Oscott became a home for former Church of England clergy including John Henry Newman. Augustus Pugin taught and worked here. In 1846 Newman and his Oratorian community moved to the old site now known as Old Oscott; Newman called it Maryvale as it still known. They stayed there until 1849. The first Provincial Synod of the restored Westminster hierarchy took place at New Oscott 1852 when Newman preached his sermon entitled ‘The Second Spring’. The second and third synods were also held here 1855 and 1859. But outbreaks of sickness in the 1860s and the opening of the Oratory School at Edgbaston 1859 under Newman caused the number of students to decline and St Mary’s closed in 1889, to be opened following year as the Birmingham diocesan ecclesiastical seminary. In 1889 St Mary’s amalgamated with the Olton seminary established 1872 on the Oscott site with 36 students; within two years with students from elsewhere the number increased to 86. In 1897 Oscott became the central seminary for seven of the midland dioceses. However, a new policy of concentrating diocesan resources on the central seminary was put in place in 1909 and Oscott continued its earlier work as the Birmingham diocesan seminary though admitting students from other dioceses. (See Maryvale for information on the Old Oscott site.)
Joseph Potter’s original buildings in red brick with stone dressings form the main 3-storey facade with a central tower and are in a Tudor style. A W N Pugin took over the decoration of the plain Georgian-style chapel 1837 adding and furnishing it in colourful medieval gothic style and used the college as an early experiment in neo-medieval ecclesiastical furnishing and design. The stalls, pulpit, candlesticks and reredos are by Pugin, as also the stained glass mostly made by Hardman. There are number of medieval Flemish artefacts including the massive brass lectern collected by Pugin on his continental tour of 1841. Pugin added the apsidal chancel 1861. Much of the medieval collection in the museum was collected by Pugin believing that it was only possible to recreated the style with first-hand access to the original. 
A burial ground attached to the chapel holds the remains of priests, staff and students who died 1861-1946; a second circular burial ground in the wood beyond has burials from 1880 and a third accessed from Court Lane opened c1939 and has reinterred remains from the Catholic Cemetery at Boldmere; some burials also in the chapel vault.
Behind the main college block, chapel and museum is a cloister; the windows of the cloisters and refectory are emblazoned with the arms of Catholic families. The cloister is flanked on the other side by the infirmary 1920 which has the original early-19th-century stables and service block behind. The Weedall Chantry with its 4 side chapels was added by E W Pugin 1861, finally completed 1909. Northcote Hall by Pugin’s son Edward W Pugin was added 1859, finally completed 1881 by Peter Paul Pugin; gothic-style library and common rooms added 1927-30 by G B Cox. 
The theological library and especially the museum of medieval church artefacts are important collections. The walls are hung with 260 oil paintings of religious subjects, mainly the gift of John, 16th Earl of Shrewsbury. Its libraries of 30 000 volumes include the Harvington library, dating back to the 18th century, the Marini library bought in Rome 1839, a valuable collection of early printed books, early books on the English Martyrs, the Kirk collection, manuscripts and pamphlets, and the Forbes collection of Oriental and other memoirs, consisting of sixty folio volumes. Among the art treasures are the collection of 15th-, 16th- and 17th century embroidery, the silver-gilt monstrance from Antwerp 1547, and the early 16th-century bronze lectern in the chapel from St Peter's Louvain. 
The Grade II Listed statue of the Virgin Mary on the terrace in front of the tower is a copy by A W N Pugin of the late-15th-century statue in St Chad’s cathedral; the lodge and gateway Chester Road and Court Lane are Grade II Listed; the college is Grade II* Listed.


@ @ @   B23/ B24 Erdington Orphanage Road/ Edwards Road
Erdington Congregational Chapel replaced the Orphanage Road cottage next door bought from the Wesleyans 1822 and was a neo-classical building with round-arched windows; the Congregationalists moved to a new simple gothic-style building with a burial ground near the High Street/ Station Road corner 1838; this subsequently became a Greek Orthodox Church, which is currently out of use 2001. The Orphanage Road building subsequently became Erdington Police station c1900, then was used as the parochial rooms of St Barnabas which housed their Working Mens Club (A new parish hall, the Church House, which still stands was built 1911 opposite St Barnabas church). Erdington Fire Station now stands on the Orphanage Road site.


@ @ @   B23/ B24 Erdington High Street/ Wood End Road
Erdington Baptist Church was a simple gothic-style church on the corner facing the High Street, extended 1884, 1889, 1893, 1907; it closed 1958, was demolished 1961 and subsequently rebuilt facing Wood End Lane to the rear of the original building.


B23/ B24 Erdington High Street/ Newman Road


B24 Erdington/ Pype Hayes Chester Road
Pype Hayes URC Locally Listed Grade B


B27 Acocks Green Yardley Road
Baptist Church Grade II
B27 Acocks Green Alexander Road
Baptist Church Hall and caretaker’s house are Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green Stratford Road/ Hamlet Road
The Friends Meeting House and the substantial individual villas on Fox Hollies Road and Hamlet Road were a private rural development 1883-1892 known as ‘the Hamlet.’ The Friends Meeting House is Grade B on the Local List.


@ @ @   B29 Selly Park Selly Park Road/ Kensington Road
The Convent of St Paul RC was established 1864 after moving from Banbury in an existing 2-storey early 19th-century red-brick house Selly Park House, The Generalate; the entrance gate, lodge and original school buildings date from 1864 and are in red brick in a Tudor style with gables and steep roofs. Additions over the years have combined these buildings into a single H-shaped block. The convent chapel was designed 1914 by E B Norris and has a chancel, nave and west gallery, north and south chapels and choir gallery. A small cemetery here is used for resident nuns and other nuns of the order. BSMR


@ @ @   B29 Selly Park Raddlebarn Road
St Edward RC designed by H T Sandy opened 1902, apsidal chancel 1920s, the west end 1930s. The church is brick in decorated gothic style.


@ @ @   B29 Weoley Castle Gregory Avenue
Our Lady & St Rose of Lima RC Church was designed by Adrian Gilbert Scott 1959, a solid building in a 20th-century interpretation of gothic. The life-size statue of St Rose on the west wall was carved by religious sculptor Michael Clark and depicts her traditionally, contemplating a crucifix and standing on a wreath of thorns.


@ @ @   B30 Bournville Linden Road/ The Green
Bournville Friends Meeting House was designed by W Alexander Harvey 1905 in red brick with stone dressings; the main hall is rectangular with subsidiary rooms off in gabled wings. At the north-west corner stands an octagonal staircase turret with a high pointed tiled cap. Inside the roof trusses are notable being made like crucks. Grade II


@ @ @   B30 Cotteridge Watford Road/ Woodfall Avenue
Until 1901 Congregationalists met at the Friends Meeting House or at Cotteridge School; 1901 a hall later used as a schoolroom was built on this site and used for worship and meeting until 1908 when Cotteridge Congregational Church was built in brick in decorated gothic style with a square tower; known as Cotteridge United Reformed Church from c1970; demolished 1953.


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Frankley Beeches Road
Our Lady & St Brigid RC Church by E Bower Norris 1936 in red brick with concrete dressings; simple round-arched italianate style with a square south-west bell tower.


@ @ @   B31 West Heath Cropredy Road
St John Fisher RC Church was designed in a neo-romanesque style 1964 by E Bower Norris. On the west wall is a concrete statue by Jonah Jones of St John Fisher dressed as Bishop Rochester with his hand raised in blessing; in his left hand he holds a quill pen symbolising his academic writings.


@ @ @   B31 Longbridge Longbridge Lane
Longbridge Lane Friends Meeting House was built 1878 on land given by Frederick Impey who lived at nearby Longbridge Place; It was used by the Quakers until 1948 and subsequently by the Christadelphians..


@ @ @   B31 Rednal Leach Green Lane
St Mary’s Retreat/ Oratory House was built at the instigation of Cardinal Newman as a retreat and burial ground for Oratorian fathers. A cottage was built 1854 and the cemetery put into use the following year. Newman died 1890 and is buried here with the epitaph EX UMBRIS ET IMAGINIBUS IN VERITATEM, From shadows and apparitions to the truth. His epitaph reads: Ex umbris et imaginibus in veritatem a phrase used by Christian writers such as St Thomas Aquinas from Plato's 'Republic'.

At the age of 11/12 J R R Tolkien spent most of 1904 at Fern Cottage in the grounds here with his mother. 


@ @ @   B38 Kings Norton Masshouse Lane

A plaque on the front of 45-49 Masshouse Lane reads ‘The Old Masshouse stood on the site of this building from 1534 to 1934. TRANSIT GLORIA MUNDI - FIDES CATHOLICAM MANET’ (The glory of the world passes - hold to the catholic faith.); information kindly supplied by Peter Thompson of Kings Norton. 


@ @ @   B38 Kings Norton Masshouse Lane/ Redditch Road 
Providence Chapel was a small building at the road junction built as a Methodist chapel 1838, converted to a shop c1918; demolished 1978. (Illustration in Caswell 1997 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY) 


@ @ @   B38 Kings Norton Wharf Lane 
 Baptist Chapel 

@ @ @   B32/ B62 Quinton Hagley Road West/ College Road 
 Next to Quinton toll house Quinton Wesleyan Chapel opened 1878 and survived until 1935 when the Wesleyans and Primitive Methodists united in the Primitive Methodist Chapel built in College Road 1888 and demolished for the M5 motorway 1967. The new Methodist church built nearby opened 1968. (Photographs in Maxam 1997 - see BIBLIOGRAPHY) 


@ @ @   B45 Rednal Leach Green Lane/ Eachway Lane 
 Calvinistic Fathers Chapel 1841, converted into a house c1900, Woodbine Cottage. 


@ @ @   B45 Rednal Leach Green Lane 
 Our Lady of Perpetual Succour RC Church built in brick 1959, since extended a number of times. 


@ @ @   B45 Rednal Ryde Park Road/ Bristol Road South
 Longbridge Methodist Church 1977


@ @ @   B45 Rubery/ Rednal Cock Hill Lane/ Bristol Road South (east of the junction)
 Methodist Chapel built 1841, used by the Congregationalists from 1851 until it burnt down 1959.


@ @ @   B73 Sutton Coldfield Park Road
 Sutton Congregational Church opened 1880, a decorated gothic building with a tower and slender spire which was removed 1960 because of its dangerous condition. Chancel and vestries were added 1890 and a Ladies’ Parlour 1902. The stone pulpit dates from 1902; the World War 1 memorial window 1920, World War 2 plaque added after 1945. 1972 a new church centre was built adjacent. Now Sutton United Reformed Church.


@ @ @   B73 Sutton Coldfield Boldmere Boldmere Road
 Boldmere Methodist Church originated c1911 as Boldmere Brotherhood , the church being built 1912, extended after 1918. After World War 2 the Brotherhood joined the Methodist Church and Boldmere Hall was used from 1948; 1972 the building was completely rebuilt internally.


@ @ @   B73 Sutton Coldfield Boldmere Boldmere Road/ Chester Road
 Chester Road Baptist Church met originally in the late 19th century in members’ houses, later at Green Lanes School now Wylde Green School. By 1905 meetings were held in a temporary building on Boldmere Road which still exists with the Sunday School in the Post Office. The present gothic-style building was erected 1913 and has been extended considerably at various times during the 20th century.


@ @ @   B73 Sutton Coldfield Boldmere Britwell Road/ Highbridge Road
 The present gothic Wylde Green Congregational Church was built 1904 to replace an iron church of c1900; a hall was added 1933 and further accommodation 1975 on the site of the original temporary building. The church became Wylde Green United Reformed Church 1972.


@ @ @   B73 Sutton Coldfield Boldmere Boldmere Road/ Jockey Road
 St Nicholas RC Chapel was built 1840 a small chapel for 50 people and cottages to a design by A W N Pugin with services conducted by priests from New Oscott. The chapel was closed from 1870 to 1883 from which time masses were said by the Benedictine Fathers of Erdington Abbey until 1922. A school was run here and there was a burial ground to the rear; the last burial was 1893. By 1929 the chapel was too small and a temporary church for 250 was built; by 1953 a new church hall been built adjacent to the old church hall; the new larger church is in byzantine style. By 1968 St Nicholas church school had been built. Pugin’s old chapel and cottages were derelict and demolished 1961 and shops built on the site; 26 bodies were reinterred at Oscott College.


@ @ @   B74 Sutton Coldfield Lichfield Road
 Holy Trinity RC Church was built 1834 to hold 200 people; it is a small brick building with a gabled end facing the road, pointed arched windows and a statue of the Virgin Mary stands above an interesting perpendicular style doorway; the building known as the Guildhall is now in commercial use.
A much larger byzantine-style church with a massive was built in brick on the opposite side of the road 1933 built by J R Deacon of Lichfield. The tympanum stone reliefs were designed by architect G B Cox and made by Robert Bridgeman & Sons of Lichfield. Above the west door: a representation of the Holy Trinity with two seated figures and a descending dove surrounded by angel heads and with the traditional symbols of evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Above the south door: St Peter holding the key to heaven standing by an altar. Above the north door: Virgin Mary holding baby Jesus surrounded with flowers.


@ @ @   B74 Sutton Coldfield Four Oaks Lichfield Road/ Four Oaks Road
 A small group of Methodists met at Hill Hook before 1800, later building a small chapel in Belwell Lane; with increasing population especially after the building of the railway 1884 this proved too small. Four Oaks Methodist Church was designed by Crouch & Butler 1907 in perpendicular style with many arts&crafts details; a large ashlar-faced church with a big tower at the crossing. Enlarged 1969. Church and hall are Grade II Listed buildings. Parsonage House is Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B75 Sutton Coldfield Little Sutton Slade Road
 Originally independent, this chapel became Baptist 1775. The chapel’s burial ground is now occupied by the Plough & Harrow public house.


@ @ @   B76 Wiggins Hill/ Minworth Greaves Wiggins Hill Road
 Quaker Cottage is a former Friends Meeting House built c1711 and closed in the early 19th century. There is a small burial ground in the garden. Grade II Listed. BSMR
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20th CENTURY BIRMINGHAM

Key Points - **@ @ @   Section incomplete ***
After the Little Ice Age 1550-1850 the climate warmed up for over 100 years to c1950. Although the earth seems now to be in a long-term stage of cooling, this appears to be counteracted by the effects of human activity in respect of global warming.

20th Century Population

**@ @ @   Section incomplete ***

Immigration

Birmingham Jews

Attracted by the developing manufacturing industries a Jewish community settled in Birmingham from the mid-18th century, one of the earliest outside London. There was a synagogue in the Froggery from the 1780s. Birmingham became a base for numbers of Jewish pedlars plying their trade around surrounding districts.

During the 19th century the area around Horse Fair, Hurst Street, Bristol Street and Sherlock Street became a poor Jewish quarter, although by the second half of the century some 100 Jewish families had also settled in developing affluent suburb of Edgbaston. In the late 19th century Jewish refugees came from Poland and Russia to escape persecution. Between World Wars 1 and 2 Birmingham thrived as a Jewish centre: there were Jewish grocery shops, fish and chip shops and dozens of Jewish tailor's shops. Wealthier families continued to move out to Edgbaston and Moseley. In the late 1930s numbers were added to by refugees of Nazi persecution from Germany and other European countries. Bomb damage to the central areas of the city during World War 2 and the subsequent post-war redevelopment of the Jewish quarter effectively destroyed the communal life of the Jewish quarter. As families moved to the suburbs in the 1950s-60s the Jewish population became thinly spread amongst Birmingham's population of over a million. Birmingham's Jewish population in the late 1960s decreased from c10 000 to 6000 with further decline to c3000 in the 1980s. Some had left the faith, some had moved to Solihull where there is a relatively strong Jewish presence, some to the more densely populated Jewish centres of Manchester and London.

**@ @ @   Section incomplete ***

Contemporary 20th-Century Documentary Evidence

Birmingham

by Louis MacNeice 1934

Smoke from the train-gulf hid by hoardings blunders upward, the brakes of cars

Pipe as the policeman pivoting round raises his flat hand, bars

With his figure of a monolith Pharaoh the queue of fidgety machines

(Chromium dogs on the bonnet, faces behind the triplex screens).

Behind him the streets run away between the proud glass of shops,

Cubical scent-bottles artificial legs arctic foxes and electric mops,

But beyond this centre the slumward vista thins like a diagram:

There, unvisited, are Vulcan's forges who doesn't care a tinker's damn.

Splayed outwards through the suburbs houses, houses for rest

Seducingly rigged by the builder, half-timbered houses with lips pressed

So tightly and eyes staring at the traffic through bleary haws

And only a six-inch grip of the racing earth in their concrete claws;

In these houses men as in a dream pursue the Platonic Forms

With wireless and cairn terriers and gadgets approximating to the fickle norms

And endeavour to find God and score one over the neighbour

By climbing tentatively upward on jerry-built beauty and sweated labour.

The lunch hour: the shops empty, the shopgirls' faces relax

Diaphanous as green glass, empty as old almanacs

As incoherent with ticketed gewgaws tiered behind their heads

As the Burne-Jones windows in St. Philip's broken by crawling leads;

Insipid colour, patches of emotion, Saturday thrills

(This theatre is sprayed with 'June') - the gutter take our old playbills,

Next week-end it is likely in the heart's funfair we shall pull

Strong enough on the handle to get back our money; or at any rate it is possible.

On shining lines the trams like vast sarcophagi move

Into the sky, plum after sunset, merging to duck's egg, barred with mauve

Zeppelin clouds, and Pentecost-like the cars' headlights bud

Out from sideroads and the traffic signals, creme-de-menthe or bull's blood,

Tell one to stop, the engine gently breathing, or to go on

To where like black pipes of organs in the frayed and fading zone

Of the West the factory chimneys on sullen sentry will all night wait

To call, in the harsh morning, sleep-stupid faces through the daily gate.

(Louis MacNeice was a classics lecturer at Birmingham University 1930-36.)
Contemporary 20th-Century Documentary Evidence

Birmingham

from Arthur Mee 1936 Warwickshire.

Second city in the kingdom, home of 1200 trades, she is the cradle of England's industrial greatness, the birthplace of men whose genius changed the world for us.

Strangely varied is the great pageant of the city's story, there is no end to its industry. Birmingham makes the coins in our pockets and the cars in which we ride. It seems that half the little things we handle every day are from her workshops. She is the most inland city in the kingdom, yet she makes the turbines that drive our ships, our cabins while we sleep at sea are hers, the lighthouses that shine on many coasts are Birmingham-made. There is no corner of the globe in which her products are unknown; do not travellers at the end of the earth pick up small “antiquities” and find that they are made in Birmingham?

Again and again she has seen the making of industrial history. She saw the early successes of the steam engine, the spinning of cotton without the aid of human hand long before Manchester became the centre of the industry, and she saw a man walking in her streets at night with a flame from a pipe attached to a bag of gas under his arm, just to prove that he could make a light without a wick.

Moreover, Birmingham has given us all more precious things than the resources of mechanical skill which flowed from the inventive minds of Watt and Boulton and Murdock.

A great pioneer city, she gave us our first secondary school, our first Children's Court, our first municipal bank, and the first municipal orchestra in any industrial city. Her university was founded by a man who began life by selling penny cakes. Birmingham has one of the finest art galleries in the country, and her people have more parks and open spaces than any other community in the provinces. It is Birmingham's misfortune that it cradled the industrial era at a time when the artistic genius of our people was at its lowest ebb, with the result that there is much that is ugly here.

Let us run round this wonderful home of a million people, once a little station of the Romans on Icknield Street. The line of the Roman street survives, and keeps its ancient name; it runs through one of the densely populated parts of the city. The Bull Ring is another name from the distant past, and here, until recently, was the heart of what was left of Old Birmingham.

The scene is now greatly changed as a result of war damage and the subsequent redevelopment of the area. A vast new shopping centre has come into being with the contemporary type of buildings which are so characteristic of this age. Those who had not visited the Bull Ring, for several years would be unable to recognise anything apart from St Martin's Church.

Fortunately, the dark spire of St Martin's, Birmingham's mother church is still here to remind us of the past. In two niches of the tower are Richard Coeur de Lion and Martin dividing his cloak with the beggar. They are modern, but for six centuries the spire here has tumed the thoughts of men to heavenly things. Its gilded weathercock is 200 feet high. Its 12 bells send their melody into some of the meanest streets of Birmingham. Once, from the top of this spire, only green fields met the eye; now we must look miles for the sight of one. Up Deritend, by the side of the church, walked John Leland, Henry VIII's historian, listening as he passed to the clamour from the workshops of Birmingham's smiths and cutlers. Up the same hill one April day rode the troops of Prince Rupert, setting fire to the town which had made swords for the Parliamentary forces.

The church is a dignified and beautiful retreat from the turmoil of the marketplace. The nave, aisles, and chancel, all rebuilt last century, are lit with colour from fine modern windows. The open timber roof of the nave, its massive hammerbeams adorned with shields and angels, is a model of the famous roof of Westminster Hall. Near the entrance are modern screens exquisitely carved with oak leaves and Tudor roses, and here is a cenotaph-like memorial of white stone to the men of the first three Birmingham battalions of the Warwickshire Regiment who fell in the Great War.

In the chancel lie the most interesting sculptures in Birmingham, three of lords of Birmingham in the 14th and 15th centuries and one of an unknown priest. A splendid figure is Sir William Bermyngham on an altar tomb. He is believed to have been the rebuilder of the church, and wears the ringed mail he doubtless wore in the French wars of Edward 1. Near him lies a 14th century knight greatly worn.

On the opposite side of the chancel is an imposing alabaster figure in plate armour, with nearly every detail complete. He is probably Sir John Bermyngham, who represented his county in the Parliament of Richard II His head rests on a tilting helmet and his feet on a lion. Near him lies the unknown priest, beautifully carved in alabaster, wearing 15th century choir habit, with his hands crossed in prayer. In front of the tomb, set between pinnacled buttresses, are seven angels.

In the south transept is a Burne-Jones window, filled with beautiful saints and prophets, a fine little Nativity scene, and 14 angelic children playing musical instruments, all in a harmony of browns, crimsons, and blues. The window was made by William Morris and is a memorial to Mary Ryland.

Glorious with a host of figures in delicate colours is a great west window, the finest in the church. It shows the Last Judgment, with Christ surrounded by seraphim and cherubim, and at the sides the 12 Apostles. Four angels blow their trumpets to the four corners of the earth, and others hold-crowns for the redeemed. In the smaller lights are ancient British saints, and in the tracery are prophets and patriarchs.

Some of the oldest masonry in Birmingham still in its original place is in a window behind the organ, a bit of 13th century wall which has escaped successive restorations; but the interest in this fragment is greatly lessened now that it has lost its 14th century painting of St Martin dividing his cloak.

There is a tablet in the south transept to William Thompson, first president of the Wesleyan Conference after the death of John Wesley; it was brought here from St Mary's when that church was demolished. Very grim is another memorial in this south transept, a plaster monument erected in 1612 by William Colmore to the memory of his parents, painted with a skeleton wielding a scythe.

Birmingham needs a new cathedral. It dreams of one which shall be among the architectural glories of our time, but it has in St Philip's a church with a tower and dome and far-seen cross which have been an inspiring sight for 250 years. It stands on the highest land in the city, among acres of tree-shaded lawns and flowerbeds. Very beautiful is this green heart of Birmingham. David Cox loved to paint the tower when the sun's warm light enriched the harmony of its stone; and in the minds of millions it is printed, a thing of beauty. The architect of St Philip's Church was a Warwickshire man, Thomas Archer, a pupil of Sir John Vanbrugh. In the churchyard is a memorial to two workmen who were accidentally killed in assisting to raise the great columns of the nearby Town Hall; it takes the form of the base and short length of a similar column.

Though much less imposing inside, the church has four great windows which are among the unforgettable possessions of Birmingham. Here Sir Edward Burne-Jones was baptised, and it may be that in his father's house a few yards away he dreamed of one day enriching the church with these windows. They are among the finest stained glass art of modern times. William Morris bestowed. all his skill in making them, and we think of them as a memorial to these two great friends in art.

The west window shows the Last Judgment, and the figures have a marvellous sense of movement. The middle of the three east windows shows the Ascension, with the Twelve Apostles gazing upward. The north-east window is a Nativity, with the infant Jesus lying on the pebble-strewn floor of a cave. The south-east window, a masterpiece of design, depicts the Crucifixion, with the two Marys and young St John, soldiers keeping back the crowd. The windows fill the church with a harmony of colour.

St Chad's, the Roman Catholic Cathedral, designed by Pugin, has much fine modern glass and old carving. One of its windows has portraits of four workmen making the glass, one drawing the cartoons, one cutting glass, one painting it, the fourth firing it. A splendid array of small scenes is in a window to the memory of John Hardman, one of the cathedral's principal benefactors; it shows the Garden of Eden, the pillar of light on the Tabernacle, the raising of the Temple of Solomon, and many prophets, saints, and angels; while in one corner is a small portrait of John Hardman in a white cope, kneeling. Three good windows in the baptistry tell the story of St Patrick, and a memorial window to Bishop Walsh depicts the history of Thomas Becket.

In the bishop's throne is some 15th century oak carving from Cologne s owing Mary and jesus and kneeling monks. It has a painted and gilded canopy designed by A. W. Pugin, 30 feet high and running up into finials with crockets and enclosing a carved figure of St Chad. The oak pulpit came from Louvain and is nearly 400 years old; it has on it sitting figures of St Jerome, St Gregory, St Augustine, and St Ambrose. The oak choir-stalls came from the same church and are a little older; they have fine misericords, and on the ends are groups of quaint figures. The rood screen, rich with fine tracery, painted panels, and kneeling angels, is the work of old carvers of Munich, and in the lady chapel is an ancient German oak statue of the Madonna, painted.

Lying on high tombs in the nave are beautifully sculptured figures of Bishop Walsh and Bishop Ullathorne, both of white stone and in their robes, with croziers and mitres, under rich canopies.

At the Roman Catholic church of the Oratory Cardinal Newman is for ever remembered, for it was in the adjoining house that he spent so many years. There is a white marble bust of him in the courtyard, but he lies under a simple stone cross in the private graveyard of the Oratorian fathers at Rednal, near the Lickey Hills. Most of this Birmingham church was built as a memorial to him, and it is rich with mosaic pictures, in the dome and over the altar, made by. Italian craftsmen and showing the coronation of Mary, John the Baptist and John the Evangelist, and other saints and prophets.

A striking feature of this church is the group of marble pillars supporting the roof of the nave. They are 18 feet high and each pillar was made from a solid block of Italian marble; it is said they are the biggest columns in England to be cut from single blocks. The font is an impressive piece of modern work, carved with flowers and leaves in alabaster, with a massive top of wrought copper. On the walls of the nave are scenes from the New Testament in enamel.

Birmingham has over 30 churches near the centre of the city and many more in the suburbs all built in the last two centuries. Thomas Rickman, the famous' architect of the Gothic revival, built St George's in Tower Street, which has an embattled tower With eight pinnacles. St Agatha's, Sparkbrook, has a sculptured frieze by O.E. Collins, a Birmingham artist, of Christ surrounded by soldiers, sailors, and airmen, in memory of the men of the district who did not come back. St Augustine's has one of the most graceful spires in Birmingham and a fine west window showing Christ surrounded by angels, prophets, and kings. St Alban's by J. L. Pearson is typical of this distinguished Victorian architect's work with apse, ambulatory, and vaulted roofs.

St Chrysostom's, Hockley, has a rare possession in a 300-year-old organ, its oak panels beautifully carved with violins, cherubs, and floral work by Grinling Gibbons. It is believed that Handel played on it.

St Paul's is a handsome Georgian church designed by Roger Eykyn of Wolverhampton and completed in 1779. The striking steeple was added in 1823. The interior retains much of its original character; the glass in the east window, 1791, is by Francis Eginton. The Central Hall in Corporation Street is the principal Wesleyan church, and its great tower, 200 feet high, is the most striking architecture in this part of the city.

Victoria Square, the hub of Birmingham, has much that is of interest. Here is the Council House, a 19th century classical building, its pediments adorned with sculptured groups of art, science, literature, and commerce. In the centre group Britannia is rewarding figures which symbolise the city's manufactures. Above the entrance is a great mosaic panel with symbolical figures, in a corridor are oil paintings of Birmingham men, and the dome of the Council Chamber is painted with panels representing arts and sciences.

From an island in front of the Council House Edward VII and his mother look

down upon the city. The statue of the Queen, the biggest in Birmingham, stands on a huge granite pedestal and is by Sir Thomas Brock, who drew the Britannia. on her pennies; the statue has a curious error, for the sculptor forgot to give the Queen her wedding ring. The figure of Edward, by Albert Toft, has under it small bronze groups of Peace, Education, and Progress.

Dominating the whole square is the Town Hall, now a centenarian. It is in part a copy of the Temple of Jupiter Stator in Rome. The lofty pediment is supported by 42 columns 36 feet high, and the great hall inside is 150 feet long and 65 wide. Here is one of the finest organs in England, and here in 1846 Mendelssohn came to conduct his first performance of Elijah.

From Victoria Square we walk into Chamberlain Square, a little retreat made beautiful by its trees, running water, and white sculptures, the great face of the Art Gallery clock looking down on them.

In the centre is a fountain and a monument to Joseph Chamberlain, the famous Empire statesman and one of the creators of modern Birmingham.

Near the fountain are four statues in white stone, a group of famous Birmingham men. One shows the sitting figure of George Dawson, a preacher of last century; on the canopy above him are marble portraits of Shakespeare, Bunyan, Cromwell, and Carlyle. Another figure is Joseph Priestley, shown standing, with a un-glass in his hand. The third is Josiah Mason, who sits benignly within the shadow of the college he endowed, the forerunner of the University. The fourth figure is John Skirrow Wright, the Liberal leader who stepped aside for Chamberlain's first election to Parliament.

Two other statues of famous Midland men are in Calthorpe Park, one of Sir Robert Peel and one of Thomas Attwood, founder of the Birmingham Political Union. At Five Ways, in a park near Harborne Road, is a statue of Joseph Sturge, a notable Quaker and a founder of the Anti-Slavery Crusade.

In the Post Office, which faces Victoria Square, is a life-size Statue of Rowland Hill, introducer of the penny post, who was the son of a Birmingham man; a panel on the pedestal shows a postman delivering a letter to a child.

But perhaps the most interesting statue in the city is James Watt's. The great engineer stands between the Town Hall and the Library, dignified on a high pedestal, with one hand holding compasses and the other on the cylinder of an engine. It is fitting that we need take only a few steps from this monument to the Library, where the Boulton and Watt Collection is kept. Here are many fascinating things to reveal to us the inventive genius of Watt, Boulton, Murdock, and other brilliant men of their time. We see many of their drawings and manuscripts. The industrial age is here on paper. Here is a copy of the letters patent granted to Watt for his improvements in the steam engine, with the Great Seal attached. We see the leather basket in which he used to take his lunch to the Soho factory. In a little case is William Murdock's model locomotive of 1784. It is 19 inches long and 14 high, has a steering-wheel of lead, and looks very crude; but it was from this small thing that Murdock built his engines.

The Library itself is one of the best in the provinces, and it has a magnificent collection of about 1,000,000 books. The Shakespeare Library is its special pride and has been called the finest in the world. It contains 25,000 books on Shakespeare in 52 languages. In the room where they are kept are many portraits of Shakespeare. The library has also one of the finest collections of books printed by William Morris at the Kelmscott Press; and there is the Benjamin Stone collection of photographs of old customs and buildings. In Margaret Street is another fine library containing 200,000 books, greatly enlarged by the efforts of Joseph Priestley.

Next to the Central Reference Library is the Midland Institute, a centre of musical, scientific, literary, and cultural life for over a century. Its older parts were designed by Sir Charles Barry, architect of the Houses of Parliament; and Charles Dickens helped to found it by giving three readings in the town hall in aid of its building fund. Facing the Institute is Queen's College, one of the most dignified buildings in Birmingham, founded in 1828 but made new in our own century. With Mason College it formed the nucleus of the University, the main buildings of which are now at Bournbrook. One of the finest schools in the Midlands is King Edward's Grammar School, founded by Edward VI in 1552; its  main building in New Street, with a frontage of 174 feet, was designed by Sir Charles Barry.

Birmingham's Art Gallery is the best answer we can give to those who think Birmingham is concerned with only utilitarian things. A magnificent tradition has brought it from almost nothing a few generations ago to the front rank of our great provincial galleries. On the staircase as we enter is a fresco by Joseph Southall, a Birmingham artist, which has been described by Sir William Rothenstein as the finest work of its kind done in our time. It shows a scene in Corporation Street, Birmingham.

In the corridor are the famous tapestries of the Holy Grail designed by Burne-Jones and made by William Morris. They are perhaps the finest specimens from the Morris looms. In the extensive jewellery collection is an English mediaeval ring regarded as probably the most delicate example of 14th century craftsmanship that has yet come to light. There are splendid collections of sculpture, porcelain, enamels, illustrated books, Venetian glass, old furniture, and costumes, and the museum of firearms is probably the most comprehensive in the world. Among the English sculpture is a 14th century panel of the Madonna by the alabaster craftsmen of Notts.

Here in the native city of Sir Edward Burne-Jones (whom they inspired) is a splendid series by the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, while another native, David Cox, reigns over our finest collection of water-colour paintings outside London. Proserpine and Sir Galahad by Rossetti; The Blind Girl and The Enemy Sowing Tares by Millais; the Two Gentlemen of Verona and the exquisite Finding of the Saviour in the Temple by Holman Hunt, are typical paintings of the Brotherhood, while their mentor, Ford Madox Brown, is represented by The Last of England, the Death of Sir Tristram, and other great works.

Portraits and landscapes by the great Masters of the 18th century are Sir Charles Holte by Gainsborough and Lady Holte by Romney, Dr John Thomas by Reynolds and Mrs Hargreaves by Francis Cotes, The Distressed Poet by Hogarth and The Blunt Children by Zoffany, A Study of Clouds by Constable and Lake Nemi by Richard Wilson; while Old Crome is represented by the Walnut Tree Walk at Earlham.

Under the inspiration of two enthusiastic Keepers, Sir Whitworth Wallis and Mr Kaines Smith, his successor, the Art Committee have not lagged behind in acquiring modern works. Outstanding examples are: The Watcher by Sir George Clausen, King Feisal and a study of a Canadian Soldier by Augustus John, In Cornwall by A. J. Munnings, The Brown Veil by William Nicholson, The Bridge at Subbiano by Frank Brangwyn, and Blue and Silver by David Muirhead; while Dame Laura Knight, Russell Flint, Lamorna Birch, and Sir John Lavery are represented by characteristic works.

The Water-Colour Galleries illustrate the complete development of this essentially English Art from its rise in the 18th century. The collection draws visitors to Birmingham from all over the world for not only is David Cox here in his infinite variety, but every great artist in this medium is represented by his best works.

In New Hall Street is the Science Museum, built in 1837 as Elkington's electro-plating works. It contains the earliest English locomotive, buiIt by William Murdock in 1784. We should see also the impressive portico of Curzon Street station by Philip Hardwick, terminus of the oldest main line in the world.

One of the most impressive corners of the city is what is beautifully called the Hall of Memory, Birmingham's War Memorial. It was built to the memory of nearly 14,000 men who went out to the Great War and did not come back, many of them killed by guns or bullets made in Birmingham. The city spent.£24,000 in clearing a few acres of ugliness to build this tribute to her dead. Their names are written on parchment in the Book of Memory. The Book, enshrined in a casket of bronze and glass, took nearly four years to compile. The building is of white stone in Roman Doric style, was planned, built, and adorned by Birmingham men, and contains British stone, French and Italian marble, and Belgian glass.

Birmingham's truly old buildings are few. Deritend has one precious symbol of the past standing out above the streets and shops, a timbered house with gables leaning crazily over the pavement, and a quaint little porch. John Leland wrote to Henry VIII that this was a goodly piece of timber then, and so it is still.

Deritend lost one of its fine houses of the 15th or 16th century when the Golden Lion Inn was moved to the centre of Cannon Hill Park. There it stands in its new  dignity, among trees as it was of old, complete with its 18th century sign. It has three timbered gables and grouped brick chimneys.

Perhaps the most important suburb of Birmingham is Edgbaston, which has the University, Botanical Gardens and a Hall set in the midst of a beautiful estate. The Botanical Gardens in Edgbaston are among the most precious of Birmingham's possessions. Over 100 years old, they have perhaps the finest collection of trees and plants outside Kew. The rhododendrons and azaleas make a thrilling sight in early summer; there is a lovely Alpine garden, hot-houses with rare orchids, aviaries and lily ponds, an excellent palm-house, and a zoo.

The park of the 18th century Edgbaston Hall is one of the surprises of Birmingham. Here is forest scenery of the grandest kind, less than two miles from the centre of the city. In gentle slopes adorned with huge trees the land falls to a beautiful lake. Of a wonderful size are the trunks of some of the ancient oaks.

The church was rebuilt in the 19th century except the late mediaeval tower.

Birmingharn University stands on a magnificent site at Edgbaston. Joseph Chamberlain was its first Chancellor and he collected half a million pounds towards its cost. The great clock tower, 325 feet high and seen for miles, is a memorial to him. The buildings were designed by Sir Aston Webb and there have been many subsequent additions. In the vestibule is a marble statue of Edward VII, and in sculptured panels over the north entrance are Plato, Shakespeare, Newton, Beethoven, Virgil, Michaelangelo, Watt, Faraday, and Darwin.
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The city’s first slums were demolished to build New Street Station and Snow Hill Station in the early 1850s; although landlords were compensated, housing provision was not made for displaced residents. The construction of Corporation Street 1873-1903 also demolished hundreds of decayed slum dwellings. Birmingham’s first council houses were built in Ryder Street and Lawrence Street (now gone under Aston University), and a small estate in Milk Street 1890, although these small developments were totally inadequate to house the thousands of displaced poor. By the outbreak of World War I in 1914 most of the city centre had been rebuilt with business and commerce replacing poor housing. At this time in Birmingham some 200 000 people lived close to the centre in gloomy insanitary courts and yards, many consisting of  back-to-back houses: the better-off poor lived in tunnel-back terraces in long straight uniform streets.

The 1909 Housing & Town Planning Act gave councils powers to plan future development: the Town Planning Committee chaired by Neville Chamberlain immediately took the opportunity to plan housing, highways, transport, amenities and services in Quinton which had amalgamated with Birmingham that year. Between 1913 and 1931 town plans were made for most of the city’s newly-annexed districts. The city was zoned into residential, business and industrial areas, the aim being to separate factories and housing which would be set in green open space, and also to provide fast cheap public transport from the residential suburbs to the central industrial and business workplaces. Slum clearance was planned to begin as new housing estates were completed. The Housing Committee could, however, enforce its plans only where it was the landowner, and so huge purchases were made between the wars for roads, housing, schools, and parks eg. large areas of rural Yardley.

Following an act of 1919 allowing subsidised council house building, 50 000 houses were built by the City, largely intended for displaced slum dwellers. In contrast to the houses they replaced they were at low density, some 30 dwellings to the hectare, in blocks of 2, 4 or 6 dwellings in contrast to the long terraces or courts. Huge areas such as Kingstanding became, in effect, dormitory towns although they had very few amenities until after the 1950s.

Between the wars a similar number of private houses were built, usually semi-detached on straight streets in contrast to the geometrical council estates; Acocks Green has examples of both. Shopping rows eg. Hall Green Parade, and palatial pubs were built at bus terminuses and at major cross-roads eg. the Fox & Goose at Ward End. By 1939 half the population lived in houses built after World War I.

By the outbreak of World War 2 in 1939 the piecemeal replacement of poor housing was replaced by the concept of total clearance and rebuilding: a large part of Duddeston and Nechells was designated as the first Redevelopment Area. It was a crowded and decaying district,  some 200 dwellings to the hectare, interspersed with industry. Planning went on even during World War 2 and after the war the so-called 'Blitz & Blight' Act of 1944 which permitted compulsory purchase and redevelopment of both bombed and slum areas enabled the project to be carried out wholesale; bomb damage was particularly severe in the dense mixed residential and industrial areas. From 1947 the whole city was made subject to the council’s planning powers and four more new towns were designated: Highgate, Lee Bank and Ladywood stretching from the Moseley Road to the Dudley Road, and Newtown, the largest of them all. A new dual-carriageway, the Middleway would circle the city centre joining the five areas. Other areas were added from 1955, eventually totalling 13 General Improvement Areas.

From the late-1950s to the late-1970s in Duddeston and Nechells, Highgate, Lee Bank, Ladywood and Newtown clearance was almost total; only churches and the few listed buildings survived, streets became cul-de-sacs and street plans were sometimes completely changed. Districts were rebuilt with local shopping centres with all necessary amenities and services, and were separated from industry and each other by green open spaces with play areas. They were ringed by collector roads eg. Nechells Parkway, and there was limited vehicular access to estates to prevent through traffic. The estates were designed to house half the former population and the dwellings included many tower blocks, some 400 by 1970, after which no more were built.

Smaller replacements and new estates continued to be built by the council from the 1940s onwards: the Holte Estate near Salford Bridge; at Tile Cross, Shard End, and at Kingshurst (outside the city boundary); and on bombsites elsewhere. The Poolway pedestrian shopping precinct on the new eastern highway, the Meadway, was the forerunner of others at Erdington, Kingstanding, and Northfield.

By the late 1980s Redevelopment and Renewal Areas covered five square miles, surrounding Birmingham’s Central Business District. 32,000 dwellings had been demolished in the five original Redevelopment Areas, and one tenth of the city's population had been rehoused. These areas were all inner ring districts, built before 1880. The Renewal Areas were in the middle ring, largely 1880-1914, but with some older enclaves restored rather than redeveloped.

Birmingham was not permitted to build new towns in or beyond its green belt, and so built on its borders. From the late 1960s the former aerodrome of Castle Bromwich was built as Castle Vale and on agricultural land the largest estate in Europe was built at Chelmsley Wood beyond the city boundary to house some 80 000 Birmingham people. Subsequently new towns at Telford, Redditch and Tamworth were approved.

In the General Improvement Areas of the later 20th century only selected properties were demolished what remained was refurbished. The aim was to avoid destroying established communities, probably the worst feature of redevelopment. Good 19th-century houses and terraces were restored, in lower Balsall Heath, for example. Terraces of middle ring 'byelaw houses' were given new roofs and garden walls and bathrooms built on. Individual rows and streets were cleared to create open spaces. The Clean Air Act made a significant contribution to the quality of city life. Community centres, adventure playgrounds, trees, and restricted vehicular access aimed to bring the advantages of redevelopment without its drawbacks.

By the end of the 20th century some the developments from the late 1960s-1970s were refurbished or rebuilt. Tower blocks had proved to be unpopular and some innovative estate and housing designs proved unworkable in practice; the quality of building and design sometimes left much to be desired. By 2000 much of the Bloomsbury area of Nechells Green had been rebuilt, the tower blocks replaced by traditional low-rise housing, some of it private. Many of the towers on Castle Vale have been demolished, other properties systematically refurbished and the estate administered by a housing action trust in place of the council.

(Adapted from John Morris Jones 1985? Redevelopment and Renewal)
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For locations of Birmingham’s pre-urban villages see Anglo-Saxon placenames GAZETTEER.

B6 Aston
(See BIBLIOGRAPHY John Morris Jones 1978 Manors of Aston Parish.)

By the beginning of the 19th century Aston was completely built up with very little open space. It was a largely working-class area with increasingly poverty and parts developing into slums before World War 2. The first new building after World War 2 came in the mid-1950s when four 12-storey blocks and three long 3-storey blocks were built as the Holte Estate overlooking Salford Reservoir. Under the so-called ‘Blitz and Blight’ Acts 1944-1947 Newtown was designated as the largest of five Redevelopment Areas; it included all of Villa and Lozells south of the Inner Circle (Middle Ring Road), from Hockley Hill/ Hamstead Road to Newtown Row/ Aston High Street, with Lozells and James Street areas added later. The principles applied included the segregation of land into industrial areas, and self-contained neighbourhood units with a variety of housing from tower blocks to bungalows. These were laid out around local shopping centres with provision for medical services, etc. Main roads had limited access to the estates Later redevelopment areas include South Aston between High Street and Lichfield Road to the south side of Victoria Road, and the Queens Road area south and east of Aston Park, and west of the Fazeley Canal, extends from Catherine Street to the Holte Estate. After 1970, when the problems caused by wholesale redevelopment and the destruction of local communities and particularly by high-rise blocks were recognised, Renewal Areas were designated in which the best older properties were improved. The remainder of Lozells was included in this.


B6 Witton
Witton was a rural area until the building of the General Electric in 1901 spurred development of good working-class housing around the Deykin Road area. After World War 1 a municipal housing estate was developed between Gypsy Lane and The Ridgeway. Development continued after World War 2, although some fields remained as late as the 1950s. The shopping centre of Witton is at the junction of Witton Road/ Witton Lane/ Aston Lane but the district itself lies to the north between Erdington and Perry Barr.


B7 Duddeston and Nechells
(See BIBLIOGRAPHY John Morris Jones 1978 Manors of Aston Parish.)

After World War 1 there was some demolition of the worst slums but little new building: the Ashcroft Estate (which still stands) off Vauxhall Road in the early 1930s was the exception. However in 1937 over 100 hectares of Duddeston and Nechells which included many houses unfit for habitation were designated a Redevelopment Area. In the event the work had to be postponed until after the World War 2. A new into-city route, Nechells Parkway cut the area into two self-contained neighbourhoods, each with its own centre and amenities and large areas of green open space. The name ‘Nechells Green’ was chosen in a competition (although the name Duddeston continues in use) and covers the area from the Digbeth Branch Canal to the Grand Junction railway line. The worst slums were cleared first and open space provided at once. Housing was clearly segregated from industry which was zoned west of Windsor Street. With lower-density housing only half of the inhabitants could be rehoused here, and most dwellings were in multi-storey blocks. In the late 1990s many of these have been replaced with standard low-rise housing. The late 19th-century name of Bloomsbury has been reused for the redevelopment around Bloomsbury Street. The area east of the railway, including Vauxhall, was defined as St Clements Redevelopment Area; with the exception of Vauxhall it is still known as Nechells. Low-rise redevelopment here continued beyond the mid-1970s and appears markedly different from the tower-blocks of Nechells Green. industry is zoned to the west of Nechells.

B7 Nechells  See Duddeston above.

Alum Rock B8
This was a rural hamlet at the beginning of the 20th century located around B8 Alum Rock Road at its junction with Cotterills Lane. By World War 1 the area was being developed from the Saltley end as far as the Brookhill, which estate was built just after the war. At this time there were small-scale developments around the Pelham at Alum Rock Road/ Pelham Road and along Cotterills Lane. The rest of the area eastwards was subsequently developed for municipal housing and has physically changed little since World War 2.


B8 Ward End

During the early years of the 20th century private terraced development took place in an area along Washwood Heath Road towards Bromford Lane/ Stechford Lane. After 1945 the Ward End Hall estate around Washbrook Road was developed for municipal housing. Housing in the district has changed little since then. 

B9 Bordesley
By the end of the 19th century the area was a poor working class suburb with generally low-quality housing including many back-to-back courts interspersed with small factories and workshops. Much of the poor housing was demolished during the late 1970s/ early 1980s and large parts of the area zoned for light industry. Bordesley Village around B9 St Andrews Road is a late 20th-century redevelopment designed as an urban village with a mixture of social and private housing around a local shopping centre.

B9 Bordesley Green
(see BIBLIOGRAPHY Jones 1978)
This area had been urbanised by the early 20th century. Many late-Victorian streets remain in Bordesley Green and much of the area has physically changed changed little since then. Council houses were built after World War 1 between Belchers Lane and the River Rea. The road named Bordesley Green was extended to Stechford as Bordesley Green East from which this area took its name. However, local people often refer to it as Bordesley Green.


B11 Tyseley
Tyseley developed as a good working-class district along the Stratford Road in the early years of the 20th century. The opening of Tyseley Station 1907 gave added impetus. Land south of Formans Road was developed after Yardley amalgamated with Birmingham 1911. Land east of Reddings Road was subsequently developed by the council for municipal housing. However much of the area especially around Tyseley railway goods yard was developed for industry and, although there were major industrial changes during the 20th century much of it so it remains.


B12 Balsall Heath
(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Hart 1992)
By 1900 all of Balsall Heath was infilled with housing, but after World War 1 the area began to lose its status as a respectable area for the middle class and the well-to-do artisan. Industry spread outwards from Highgate began to be intersperse housing; and courts of poor quality housing were built in the large gardens of expensive Victorian houses. From the 1920s from the central city slums and immigrants from Wales and Ireland began to move in and scant attention by landlords to the housing stock led to deteriorating conditions for many people, particularly on the west side of the area. Industrial use increased after World War 2; and the area took in increasing numbers of immigrants from the West Indies. from south-east Asia and from the Yemen. After the completion of Highgate’s redevelopment in the 1960s, work began in the late 1960s on Balsall Heath’s north-west quarter which was completely razed between the River Rea, Belgrave Middleway, Moseley Road and Edward Road. New schools, Highgate, Percy Shurmer and Heath Mount were built early in the redevelopment. During the 1980s better villas and terraces were systematically refurbished across the whole area. Continuing into the 1990s demolition has taken place to lessen the density of the area east of the Moseley Road with some infilling of new housing. Efforts have been made c 2000 to improve the shopping centres on Stoney Lane, Ladypool Road and at Cannon Hill Road/ Edward Road.

B12 Highgate
Highgate was largely a Victorian development which by World War 2 had become an area of poor quality housing with many back-to-backs and slum properties intermingled with industry. After the devastation of the war the whole city was made subject to the council’s planning powers from 1947 and four new towns were designated including Highgate. The entire area was redeveloped as municipal housing from 1954 and into the 1960s. A small number of pre-1950s industrial properties remain around Leopold Street. Some of the area has been rebuilt again during the 1990s by housing associations and as private property.


B14 Brandwood End

The original hamlet was at the south end of B14 Brandwood Road near the junction with Broad Lane. This was a rural area until largely private housing development after World War 1 as Kings Heath spread outwards.

B14 Druids Heath
Formerly Drews Heath named after a local family in the mid-19th century. The name was applied to the large municipal housing developments of the 1960s.


B14 Highters Heath

was rural until the end of World Wat 2 when the area was developed with private housing.

B14 Kings Heath
By 1906 there was urban development from Kings Heath all along the Alcester Road into Birmingham. A linear shopping road grew up the length of Kings Heath High Street from Valentine Road past Addison Road. By World War 1 private housing was being developed at Alcester Lanes End around Featherstone Road. Between the wars the farmland of Haunch Farm were built on with a mixture of private and council housing, while Hollybank Farm at Wheelers Lane was a private development. Council housing was built on the fields of Woodthorpe Farm and Southern Farm during the 1950s completing the urbanisation of the district.

B14 Pineapple

Named after Pineapple Farm, Pineapple is a municipal housing estate and was laid out in the early 1930s; it lies north of Brandwood Park Road and east of Allens Croft Road.


B14 Warstock
Lying south of Chinn Brook, Warstock saw the first housing development after World War 1 on the Daisy Farm estate and adjacent Millpool Hill estate. During the 1950s the rest of the area was rapidly built up.


B14 Yardley Wood
This area had no village focus and was rural until the Billesley council estate was built in the 1920s. Remaining land around Slade Lane/ Priory Lane was used for municipal housing after World War 2, while the land at the southern end of the district adjoining Solihull was subject to the private development of the Bach Mill estate.

B15 Lee Bank
Named as such after early 1960s slum clearance and redevelopment from Lee Crescent which itself was named after the 18th-century landowner, attorney Thomas Lee. During the late 19th century and early years of the 20th the area had a very high proportion of back-to-backs and slum dwellings. After World War 2 the 'Blitz & Blight' Act of 1944 permitted compulsory purchase and redevelopment of both bombed and slum areas and enabled four new towns to be designated, one of which was Lee Bank. From the late-1950s clearance was almost total. The distrcit is again being redeveloped in the late 1990s with a new name, Attwood Green.

B17 Harborne
At the beginning of the 20th century Harborne was a rural village surrounded by farmland and separated from Edgbaston by Chad Valley and Metchley Park (east of Metchley Lane). Wider development began before World War 2. Private housing was built from the 1920s-1930s onwards on the farmlands of Hill Top Farm around Clarence Road, Upper and Lower Ravenhurst farms around Gillhurst Road, and Weymoor Farm on Northfield Road. A municipal estate was built on the land of Welsh House Farm in the 1950s. Harborne High Street has maintained itself as the social and shopping focus of the district, while Harborne has maintained itself as a desirable middle-class leafy suburb.

B18 Brookfields
Brookfields was a part of Birmingham Heath developed for housing from c1830 around Icknield Street. All Saints church was built 1833 at the west end of the development at All Saints Street/ Lodge Road and this district was subsequently named after the church. Originally a middle-class development the area was gradually industrialised from Smethwick and cheaper houses were built including many poorly-built back-to-backs. The area was completely urban by the 1870s. During the 1960s Brookfields was included as part of the Ladywood Rerdevelopment Area and the poor quality housing demolished and replaced. By this time the name of Brookfields had all but been forgotten. Some buildings survived 20th-century redevelopments and much of the 19th-century street pattern remains. Some of this 1960s housing was again replaced during the 1990s and the name of Brookfields revived.

B18 Ladywood

The area was completely urban by the end of the 19th century, early expensive villas absorbed or demolished. Industry was spread from the Jewellery Quarter and previously-fashionable streets declined as villas became factories, and the well-to-do gave place to artisan families. Canals and railways attracted industry. Industries included brass-founding, tube and tinplate manufacture and later bicycles, machine tools, and gas and electrical wares. Light engineering, metal-working and jewellery trades were carried out by dozens of small firms in converted houses and yard workshops especially around Vyse Street and Warstone Lane. With the two world wars industry continued to expand into areas of residential housing and churches, chapels, church halls, schools, shop rows, closed although pubs continued to thrive. After World War 2 Ladywood was designated a Redevelopment Area; decayed housing and industry was cleared wholesale and much of the former street pattern changed. All of Ladywood, with Brookfields, All Saints, Gibb Heath and Hockley have largely been rebuilt from the 1960s in a mixture of tower blocks and later low-rise housing. At the end of the 20th century some of the early 1960s redevelopments were again rebuilt.


B19 Newtown
During the 19th century Aston New Town lay between B6 Park Lane and Newtown Middleway; the area around the road named New Town Row was also known as New Town Row. In 1834 Newtown/ Lozells was the northernmost point of urban Birmingham, a triangle of building development bounded by Hockley Hill/ Soho Hill and New John Street; the area was largely built up by the 1850s, and by 1881 was a densely packed poor and working-class district with a close mix of industry and poor quality housing, much of it back-to-back. The 'Blitz & Blight' Act 1944 permitted compulsory purchase and redevelopment of both bombed and slum areas enabled four new towns to be designated: Highgate, Lee Bank, Ladywood, and Newtown, the largest of them all. A new dual-carriageway, the Middleway would circle the city centre joining the five areas. Although nearly all of Newtown was completely rebuilt after 1960, much of the old road pattern can still be seen. See also Aston above.

Birchfield B20

The area was developed for housing during the second half of the 19th century especially east of  Birchfield Road which was built up with working-class artisan and lower middle class housing by the end of the century. Open land remained west of Birchfield Road until the late 1950s when council housing was built around Livingstone Road. As the focus of Perry Barr moved to the area around shopping centre at B42 Birchfield Road/ Aston Lane junction, the name Birchfield fell somewhat out of use, although the concept of the Birchfield Road and its immediate surroundings as a locality has currency.

B20/ B43 Hamstead
Much of Hamstead is now in West Bromwich. In Birmingham private housing was built between Hamstead Hill and the Sandwell Valley Country Park on the estate of Hamstead Hall and the farmland of Hamstead Mill Farm; the farmland of Cherry Orchard Farm west of Hamstead Hill from c1930.

B20/ B21 Handsworth
Between 1891 and 1901 the population of Handsworth almost doubled from 52 921 and the quality of housing gradually worsened. By 1906 Handsworth was largely built up. The remaining farmland was developed much of it during the first quarter of the 20th century.

Handsworth Wood to the north had only scattered development at the end of the 19th century; beyond Friary Road/ Handsworth Wood Road was still rural. The area was developed largely with private housing between the world wars and up to the 1950s.

B20/ B42 Perry Barr
Perry Barr became an urban district in 1894 when it was actually a largely rural area. In 1928 Perry Barr was divided between West Bromwich and Birmingham, and by 1931 with the building of the Kingstanding estate its population had increased to over 20 000 from 2700  ten years earlier. 20 years later the population numbered nearly 80 000. However, many of these people lived in areas no longer known as Perry Barr, but as Hamstead, Kingstanding, Oscott, Perry Common and the Tower Hill estate. Perry Barr is now centred on B42 Birchfield Road/ Aston Lane junction and the area to the north; this may well be due to the naming of Perry Barr Station 1838.


B23/ B24 Erdington

From medieval times Erdington was a rural village centred on Erdington High Street/ Sutton Road between Six Ways and Holly Lane. By 1888 Erdington was reached by ribbon development from Salford Bridge along the Lichfield Road/ Gravelly Hill and on to Sutton Coldfield. There was also ribbon development along the Kingsbury Road from Gravelly Hill to Holly Lane, Birches Green and building between Spring Lane/ Moor End Lane/ Grane Road and Gravelly Hill/ High Street. A ribbon of housing was spreading along Slade Road to Stockland Green. When Erdington became an Urban District 1894 independent of Aston, the village became a small town with its own council house, library, fire station, police station and paved lit streets. By 1906 the area of development remained almost the same but much infilling had taken place. Many Victorian streets survive in Erdington. By World War 1 there had been building west of Gravelly Hill North, east of Six Ways and around Moor End Lane. Remaining farmland was urbanised gradually up until c1950. In 1960 the city’s then tallest blocks of flats (16 storeys) were built along the north end of Sutton Road on the Lyndhurst Estate. Erdington High Street has maintained its status as the focus of the area.


B23 Perry Common

Originally part of Perry Barr, the common land was enclosed by 1814. However, the area was rural until just before World War 2 when the land of College Farm (land south and west of Oscott College) and Witton Lodge Farm (at the Circle Playground on Witton Lodge Road) was bought by the council to build some 3000 houses. By the end of the 20th century many of these houses have suffered serious problems due to their design and have been rebuilt.


B23 Stockland Green

By the end of the 19th century a small development of terraced houses was built around the northern end of Slade Road. With the amalgamation of Erdington with Birmingham 1911 further terraces were built along and around Slade Road. Extensive municipal housing development between World Wars 1 and 2 took place north of Marsh Hill/ Reservoir Road. Slade Road developed into a busy llinear shopping street, but with the setting up of the Outer Circle the focus shifted to the junction of Marsh Hill/ Marsh Lane/ Reservoir Road where a garage, cinema and large public house were built, an arrangement seen on many Outer Circle junctions with the arterial roads from the city centre.

B24 Birches Green
Effectively part of Erdington, Birches Green was developed as a large municipal estate after World War 1. The buildings of Birches Green Farm stood at Kingsbury Road/ Hall Road.


B24 Pype Hayes

was developed west of Pype Hayes Park as a council estate just after World War 1. The park was laid out at the same time. The houses were constructed using innovative building methods which failed to last. By the end of the 20th century many were in a very poor state of repair and c2000 the whole estate was demolished and rebuilt in a partnership between a housing association and the city council. While the street pattern is essentially unchanged, few buildings remain with the exception of some shops and churches.

B26 Garretts Green
The rural area was focussed on a hamlet at Garretts Green Lane/ Sheldon Heath Road junction until building began on the Chestnut council estate in the 1950s. Building had begun on the large Kents Moat estate during the 1930s and continued after World War 2. The area was completely urban by 1960.

B26 Lyndon
Lyndon was a detached part of the manor Bickenhill until 1931 when it was amalgamated with Birmingham. House building had already begun in the area by this time as the urban area of the city expanded outwards. By the outbreak of World War 2 the district was largely built up with private housing.


B26 Sheldon
There was settlement from the Middle Ages around Sheldon church as the focus of a scattered rural community until after World War 1. In 1931 the part of Sheldon north of the Coventry Road amalgamated with Birmingham and housing development began. Work began on the Kents Moat council estate east of Yardley village and private building began around the old Sheldon village and at Wells Green. By the outbreak of World War 2 most of the area was overlaid with housing.

B28 Billesley
The medieval settlement could have been at B28 Wold Walk/ Hullbrook Road where Billesley Farm stood until demolished c1923. The urbanisation of Billesley began after World War 1 when the first municipal housing estate here was built on the land of Ivyhouse Farm at Jutland Road. Some 3000 council houses were subsequently built as Billesley Farm Estate and some of Billesley Common was built on. Most of the common, however, remains open land. The building of council houses continued across to the River Cole and included Yardley Wood. The area has changed little since that time.

B28 Hall Green
Originally at the junction of B28 School Road/ Fox Hollies Road, the name became established for the surrounding area after the enparishment of the Church of the Ascension 1908 and the opening of Hall Green station 1907. By World War 1 a cluster of terraces had been built around the Stratford Road south of the River Cole crossing. The centre of Hall Green now is considered to be along the Stratford Road either side of Hall Green railway station where the shops of Hall Green Parade had been also built. The district was urbanised between the wars when large numbers of private houses were built  at low density, as well as large municipal estates at Fox Hollies, Gospel Farm and Bushmore Farm.


B29 Weoley Castle
This was a rural area with no village focus until a large-scale municipal estate centred on Castle Square was laid out after World War 1 c1930-1935. After World War 2 the area continued to build outwards with more council housing encompassing Shenley Fields, Ley Hill and Bangham Pit.

B30 Bournville
(See BIBLIOGRAPHY Henslowe 1984)

Bournville was the creation of Richard & George Cadbury who moved their chocolate factory from Bridge Street in the crowded, smoky and unhealthy city centre to a greenfield site at Bournbrook 1879 which was conveniently near the Worcester & Birmingham canal 1815 and the Birmingham West Suburban Railway 1876. They named their factory Bournville from which the district was to take its name. Bournville Village was developed by George Cadbury from 1899 with an initial 143 houses. The Bournville Village Trust was set up in 1900 to design a garden suburb centred on the village green at Sycamore Road/ Linden Road. Here there is a school, college, quaker meeting house, church, museum and shops. The area was largely developed before World War 2 and is noted for its well-spaced traditional well-built houses in various styles set in large gardens in leafy streets. Bournville became a model for good suburban planning.


B31 Longbridge

was rural until the Austin car factory was built 1905. A 10-fold expansion of the factory for the 1914-1918 war effort led Herbert Austin to buy land off Hawkesley Farm to house his factory workers. Brick houses were built but Austin also imported some 200 prefabricated wooden houses from the USA. These houses are now the basis of the Austin village centered on Central Avenue.  This was made a conservation area in 1997. Tessall Farm was built over with private housing after World War 1 on the west side of the Bristol Road; the remaining fields of Hawkesley Farm were developed with council housing from the 1950s. Infilling by private developers led to complete urbanisation by the 1960s. The building of the village is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque on Central Avenue. 
B31 Northfield
Northfield was rapidly built up during the 20th century, in the 1930s large areas of housing were built. Allens Cross estate was built on the land of three farms, Allens Cross Farm and Upper and Lower Tinkers farms to house over 6000 people. In the 1960s housing estates were developed at Ley Hill, West Heath, Bunbury Road and Vineyard Road. There was also much private infilling and the area was completely urban by 1970. The focus of the area moved from the old village to the junction of Church Road/ Bristol Road, now a thriving shopping centre.

B31 Turves Green
After World War 2 a municipal housing estate was built on the farmland of Digbeth Farm.


B31 West Heath
Although there was a small village around Lilley Lane by World War 1, this district did not see concerted housing development until after World War 2.

B32 Bartley Green
The original hamlet was at B32 Jiggins Lane/ Genners Lane. The area was rural even after World War 1 when small-scale private and municipal housing was developed. The name came into use a district name with large-scale housing development at Kitwell from the 1970s.

B32 California
Named after the California Inn built 1842 there was a rural hamlet here until 500 municipal houses were built on the land of Stonehouse Farm before World War 2 and the number doubled after the war.
B32 Quinton
By 1901 Quinton’s population was 5200. In 1909 annexation with Birmingham was agreed. The city council planned for low-density housing development and this became the first scheme in the country accepted under the 1909 Housing and Planning Act and a model for other local authorities. Between World Wars 1 and 2 Quinton was almost completely built up, its population increasing by twenty times between 1921-1961. In the last quarter of the 20th century the area has been dramatically changed by road developments, the M5 and the Quinton Expressway 1970 cutting through the centre of the old village. Nonetheless, the shopping centre around Hagley Road/ College Road remains the focus of the district.

B32 Woodgate
Although there was a small village around the junction of Adams Hill/ Woodgate Lane/ Wood Lane by World War 1, it was not until the 1970s that large-scale council housing was built along with neighbouring Kitwell.

B33 Glebe Farm
Glebe Farm came into use as a district name as that farm’s land was developed with council housing from the 1930s. Further council development continued after World War with a spate of building as late as the 1980s around Middle Leaford. The shopping centre built around Glebe Farm Road remains an important focus.

B33 Kitts Green
The district developed before World War 2 with council housing lies around Kitts Green Road between Glebe Farm and East Meadway. It was part of the city council largest developments for over 15 000 residents north of the Meadway and between Stechford and Tile Cross.

B33 Stechford

By the end of the 19th century Victorian Stechford had developed along Station Road and Albert Road with a village centre at Five Ways Albert Road/ Yardley Fields Road. Major development began after World War 1 with a mixture of private housing (eg. around Flaxley Road) and council housing (eg. Glebe Farm estate) and continued as late as the 1960s with an estate around Red House Road. Estates were built in the 1980s on the playing fields of St Peters College/ Saltley College off Flaxley Road and also off Old Farm Road at Flaxley Close on the site of Hill House Farm.


B33 Tile Cross

Amalgamated with Birmingham 1931 as part of Sheldon and laid out largely with municipal housing after World War 2. The first post-war flats were built on Tile Cross Road to an innovative design. The 6 blocks were designed with balconies along which residents passed each others’ front doors as on a street of terraced houses. The 6 blocks were supplied from 2 central boilers with hot water for central heating and personal use and had a resident caretaker. They were built around open parkland and all had garages and gardens below. Remaining open land in Tile Cross was built on c1970.


B34 Shard End
A rural area on the fringes of the city until after World War 2 when the city council developed the district as its biggest post-war municipal estate with nearly 4000 houses. The area was built with a village centre around Shard End Crescent, the site of Shard End Farm Coneyford Road/ Shustoke Road, with shops, library, public house and a church and this remains an important focus for the district.

B35 Castle Vale

Medieval Berwood manor lay north of the River Tame and east of the Chester Road. Used by late Victorian industry on its northern fringe and the site of an early sewage farm near the river, it remained rural until the 20th century. From 1909 over 100 ha was in use a recreation ground. With the outbreak of World War 1 the War Department set up Castle Bromwich Airfield 1915 to train pilots, and later to test planes; the first squadron here was the Royal Flying Corps No.10 Squadron. After the war the airfield was used by the Midland Aero Club and Birmingham University. C1922 the aircraft hangars were let to the British Industries Fair BIF, an annual exhibition of Birmingham and national manufacturing. Close to the railway and the BIF, the airfield was considered for Birmingham’s municipal airport; however, Elmdon was chosen 1933. The flying field continued in use staging the immensely popular Birmingham Air Pageants from 1927. In 1925 land was bought by the Air Ministry as RAF 605 Squadron base, with more added 1940 for use in World War 2. Aircraft built at Vickers across the Chester Road (now the Jaguar) were tested here; over 11 000 Spitfires flying 37 000 test flights. Because of bomb damage and slum clearance priorities, in 1948 there were 65 000 names on the housing waiting list. For 20 years after the war house building remained a national priority, and large estates such as Shard End were built on the edges of the city. In the early 1960s two plans were drawn up for Castle Bromwich Airfield Estate: one to house 15 000 people in small mixed garden-city neighbourhoods, the other for 22,000 people in 5000 dwellings almost half in 34 tower blocks running in two lines the length of the estate. The latter plan was carried out by Bryants and Stubbings and complete by 1970. By the end of the 20th century high-rise had fallen out of favour, and a housing trust took over the local authority’s role as landlord and began regenerating the estate. By 2000 only a few tower blocks remained. The shopping centre on the Chester Road side of the estate was completely redeveloped into a major retail park c2000.

B36 Bromford
Bromford Bridge Racecourse was laid out 1895 along the south bank of the River Tame east of Bromford Bridge. The racecourse closed 1965 after which Bromford housing estate was built along a west-east spine road, Bromford Drive.


B36 Castle Bromwich

This was an area with scattered rural hamlets until after World War 2. In 1931 amalgamation of half the manor with Birmingham took Bromford, Hodge Hill and Shard End into the city, the western part remaining in Warwickshire. The village along the Chester Road had been built up with large Victorian properties amongst the old country cottages, but it was not until after World War 2 that the area saw widespread development. Hodge Hill and Castle Bromwich were built up largely with private housing, Shard End with council housing. The remaining fields of the east end of Castle Bromwich were developed as Smiths Wood, part of the Chelmsley Wood estate in the late 1960s. The final developments, a mixture of private and council housing, were built between the Chester Road and Water Orton Road in the 1980s. The focus moved from the old village to shopping centres at Chester Road/ Timberley  Lane and at Chester Road/ Hurst Lane. With local government reorganisation 1974 Castle Bromwich Warwickshire became part of Solihull. The district now is west of B36 Newport Road, and north of Bradford Road as far east as Smiths Wood Windward Way.


B36 Hodge Hill

was developed for private housing from the 1920s onwards. By the 1950s the whole area has been built up, with the notable exception of Hodge Hill Common. Initial housing development here was often referred to as being in Castle Bromwich as this was the western part of the manor until 1931 when it became part of Birmingham. Increasingly it became Hodge Hill to distinguish it from Castle Bromwich beyond the city boundary, although some older residents who still refer to it by its former name.


B37/ B36 Chelmsley Wood
Built for Birmingham council in the 1960s in Warwickshire beyond the eastern boundary of the city this was Europe’s largest single housing project and was to be the home of some 80 000 people. Although there was some private development on the estate, much of the housing was municipal desinged to rehouse inner-city dwellers. The town had a clear town centre focus with local shopping centres. Although there were a large number of tower blocks on the estate, there were also large numbers of 2-storey terraces. Some of the towers were demolished at the end of the 20th century. The area is now part of Solihull Metropolitan Distrcit Council.


B38 Hawkesley

was rural until 1972 when Birmingham was given permission to expand its borders and create a municipal housing estate bordered by the Redditch Road and Longdales Road.


B38 Kings Norton

was rural until after World War 1 when private housing development began west and east of the old village centre. Areas to the south were part of municipal housing developments after World War 2.


B38 Walkers Heath
This was a rural area on the edge of the city developed for municipal housing in the early 1970s at a time when there was a long waiting list for council properties.


B42/ B43/ B44 Great Barr

Most of the old manor of Great Barr lies outside the Birmingham boundary. The area around the north end of Aldridge Road was developed with both private and municipal housing largely between the two world wars and became known as Great Barr although it actually lay outside the former manor.


B44 Kingstanding

was a major municipal development built around 1930 for over 30 000 people.


 B44 Queslett

Queslett was a rural hamlet in 1860 at the junction of Aldridge Road/ Beacon Road and Queslett Road. It is now a small estate of 20th-century private housing.


B45 Rednal

Rednal lies on the northern slopes of the hill and northwards towards Longbridge along Lickey Road within the city boundary. The Rednal Hall council estate was built with nearly 600 houses after World War 2.

B45 W2
B72/ B73/ B74 Sutton Coldfield
Sutton expanded rapidly from its ancient centre during the 20th century, largely after World War 2. The majority of the housing was affluent middle-class. The borough expanded southwards linking Maney and Wylde Green; south-west below Sutton Park and around Victorian Boldmere; eastwards to encompass Reddicap Heath and Walmley; northwards into Whitehouse Common, Four Oaks and Hill. Developments from Walmley Ash northwards along the eastern edge of the town continued to the end of the 20th century. Falcon Lodge is one area of municipal housing. Sutton remains a well-to-do and desirable middle-class area.
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@ @ @   B1 City Centre Victoria Square

 Dhruva Mistry's The River and Her Companions is a large water feature installed 1993 to be the focal point of the remodelled and pedestrianised Victoria Square 1993. In front of the Council House is a wide paved area bounded by a upper pool on whose rim is carved is a quotation from the first of T S Eliot's Four Quartets 1935 (Burnt Norton I):

And the pool was filled with water out of sunlight,

And the lotos rose, quietly, quietly,

The surface glittered out of heart of light,

And they were behind us, reflected in the pool.

Then a cloud passed, and the pool was empty.
(Eliot represents the garden of the old Gloucestershire house of Burnt Norton as 'the still point of the turning world.')

Sitting in a sandstone shell in the upper pool is a massive female figure in bronze weighing almost 2 tonnes, The River, representing the life force and nicknamed the floozie in the jacuzzi, holds in her hands a ball from which the water sprays. The fountain is one of the largest in Europe and has a flow of 15 000 litres a minute. Water cascades down a series of steps to the lower pool where Mistry's sculpture of Youth has two smaller figures of a boy and a girl. Pedestrian steps lead down either side of the cascade; on the other side of the steps stand The Guardians, two sphinx-like animals made from the same Darley Dale stone as the Council House and symbolic protectors of the square. The work is completed with two abstract pillars with lamps, Object Variations.

@ @ @   B1 Broad Street opposite Centenary Square  Larger than life-size the Statue of Boulton, Watt and Murdock examining steam-engine plans stands on a pedestal of Portland stone outside Birmingham Register Office. Planned in 1938 but not unveiled until 1956 the bronze figures with gold finish are by William Bloye, formerly head of sculpture at Birmingham School of Art. Wits have nicknamed the statue The Golden Boys, and The Carpet Salesmen from the way the figures hold the large blueprint.
@ @ @   B1 Broad Street, Centenary Square  Centenary Square was laid out as part of the redevelopment of the Broad Street which included creating a feature of the canals and the building of the Repertory Theatre and ICC. It was named after the centenary of the granting of Birmingham's city charter by Queen Victoria 1889. The paving, railings and lamps of the square were designed by Tess Jaray. The design of the brick paving is based on Islamic prayer mat pattern and includes a deliberate mistake in its half a million hand-laid bricks. The square was designed as and has become an important outdoor focus for the city; a variety of events are held here including New Year celebrations.

 Paid for by public subscription to commemorate 12 320 Birmingham citizens who died as a result of conflict during World War 1, the Hall of Memory in Portland stone was opened by Prince Arthur of Connaught 4 July 1925. Also now commemorated here are the dead of World War 2, Korea, Vietnam and the Falklands. Outside are four large seated bronze figures by Albert Toft representing the Army, Navy, Air Force and the Women's Services. Inside three art-deco panels by William Bloye depict Call, Front Line and Return. At right angles to Broad Street (in front of the ICC entrance) was built a colonnade also of Portland stone; this was removed to the Peace Gardens at the former St Thomas' church, Bath Row when Centenary Square was laid out 1989. The Hall of Memory is open to the public and the pages of Book of Remembrance on display are turned daily.

 Forward 1991 by Raymond Mason in the middle of the square was cast in cream-coloured polyester resin with polymer paint at the Haligon studios, Paris; the nature and colour of the material has proved controversial. Representing the history of Birmingham, the work consists of a group of larger-than-life-size figures marching forward (Forward is the city's motto) from the industrial past into the future; some are allegorical, some represent historical personalities. Note Joseph Chamberlain wearing a monocle, Josiah Mason carrying books, the Lady of the Arts from the city's coat-of-arms blowing a kiss to the past, an actress curtseying towards the Repertory Theatre, workers representing the city's industries past and present. The leading figure has on his shoulder the formula of DNA; Birmingham-trained scientist Maurice Wilkins, received the Nobel Prize for his work on DNA. Raymond Mason, Birmingham's most famous living sculptor worked as Master of Modelling at the Birmingham School of Art with William Bloye; he moved to Paris after World War 2 and has large scale-sculptures in Canada, the United States and France; this is his first home commission. The statue was destroyed by fire 2003.

 Spirit of Enterprise 1991 by Tom Lomax is a bronze water sculpture near the Repertory Theatre and consists of three bowls at different angles in each which is an allegorical head representing Birmingham's Commerce, Industry and Enterprise.

 Monument to John Baskerville - Industry and Enterprise 1990 is a sculpture commemorating John Baskerville 1706-75 which stands in front of the former civic buildings of Baskerville House, the site of Easy Hill, Baskerville's home and workplace. Reversed bronze letters spell the name of the Roman poet, Virgil. The Poems of Virgil was the first book to be printed by Baskerville 1757 and was set in the clear typeface of his own devising named after him. A poem in his praise, entitled Industry and Genius was published in Aris's Gazette 1751 hence the name of the sculpture. The work was designed by Birmingham artist David Patten born 1954 and set in the new Centenary Square laid out 1989 funded as part of the ICC development's Percentage for Art.

@ @ @   B2 City Centre New Street

 The Piccadilly Arcade was originally built as a picture house by Nicol & Nicol 1910; it is supposed to be Birmingham's first cinema. It was converted into a shopping arcade 1926. The slope of the original building still survives as do original shop fronts and a brass handrail.

@ @ @   B3 City Centre Victoria Square/ Pinfold Street

 Anthony Gormley's controversial sculpture of the Iron Man 1993 stands at the lower end of Victoria Square, a gift of the Trustee Savings Bank whose offices were in the former Post Office. This tall leaning mummy-like figure was cast at Firth Rixon Castings, Willenhall and represents the region's traditional metal-bashing skills.

@ @ @   B7 Nechells Nechells Park Road/ Aston Church Road

 Nechells Baths 1910 were designed by Arthur Harrison. The twin-towered building seems to echo architectural features of the Villa Tavern opposite. The baths have been disused now for some years and are in some disrepair.

@ @ @   B9 Bordesley Cattell Road/ Garrison Lane/ Camp Street

 The Sleeping Iron Giant 1992 Ondre Nowakowski is one of a number of public art works commissioned by the Heartlands Development Corporation. It is a large head in cast-iron lying on its side. Being close to St Andrew's, home of Birmingham City FC, the fans, the blue noses regularly paint his nose blue.

@ @ @   B12 Moseley/ Balsall Heath Moseley Road/ Trafalgar Road

 Tram depot c1907

@ @ @   B12 Highgate Moseley Road/ Highgate Square

 Highgate Fire Station with living quarters 1911, replaced by one at the corner of Moseley Road/ Belgrave Middleway c1970, and now used as industrial premises.

@ @ @   B15 Edgbaston Park Road on the Birmingham University campus
 The Barber Institute of Fine Arts was set up by Lady Barber, wife of Henry Barber, a successful Birmingham property developer. The childless couple wanted to leave permanent memento to the city, and after Henry’s death 1927 his wife founded the Barber Institute 1932; after her own death four months later the couple’s entire fortune and art collection was bequeathed to the Institute to build a gallery, to develop the collection and to fund public concerts.

The Institute is was designed by Robert Atkinson, a leading British architect of the time; it is regarded as one of his finest achievements and is one Birmingham’s finest art-deco buildings. It was opened by Queen Mary 1939. The building is laid out around the central auditorium, surrounded by corridors with offices, lecture halls and the art and music libraries on the ground floor. The first-floor galleries are approached from a handsome marble staircase along the corridor from the main entrance. The music library was added 1965, the reserve gallery built above 1974, and the metal and glass roof added to create a top-lit gallery 1986-89.

The Barber has one of Britain’s finest small collections of European art with paintings, drawings, prints and sculpture from the 13th to the 20th century; the Old Master and Impressionist collections are particularly good. The Institute continues to collect and now has an excellent 20th-century collection of works on paper. Artists represented here include Bellini, Botticelli, Holbein, Veronese, Stom, Baschenis, Rubens, Van Dyck, Rembrandt, Poussin, Gainsborough, Turner, Delacroix, Ingres, Rossetti, Whistler, Manet, Degas, Monet, van Gogh, Rodin, Gaugin, Picasso, Mattisse, Magritte, and Schiele. There is also a collection of rare coins, seals and weights from Rome, Byzantium and the Middle East.

The gallery is open to the public. Grade II Listed building.

@ @ @   B18 Hockley Warstone Lane/ Vyse Street.
Set in the middle of the road junction at the centre of the Jewellery Quarter the Chamberlain Clock 1903 is a tribute to Joseph Chamberlain's services to South Africa; Chamberlain was the area's MP for many years. The clock was paid for by public subscription and unveiled by his wife 1904. Originally clockworked and hand-wound it was later converted to electricity but did not chime for many years. Having fallen into disrepair it was restored 1989 as part of the revitalisation of the Jewellery Quarter; a new chiming bell was installed, the lamp brackets replaced and the structure repainted.

@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Grove Lane/ Hinstock Road

 Grove Lane Baths/ Handsworth Baths designed by John Osborne were built by Handsworth Urban District Council and opened 1907; there were 2 swimming pools, Turkish and private baths. The baths closed in the late 20th century and have been converted into housing.

@ @ @   B25 Yardley/Hay Mills Coventry Road/ Holder Road

Yardley police and fire brigade shared a house on the Warwick Road opposite B27 Dudley Park Road until 1902 when Yardley Rural District Council built the police station here displaying the arms of Worcestershire, and the fire station on B27 Alexander Road/ Sherbourne Road. This police station was converted into a pub during the 1990s.

@ @ @   B45 Rednal Leach Green Lane/ Savile Close (south of the junction)

 The site for Rednal Public Library built by Kings Norton & Northfield Urban District Council 1909 was donated by Edward Cadbury and George Cadbury Jnr, the building costs met by Andrew Carnegie.

@ @ @   B45 Rednal Lickey Road

 Nazareth House was a Roman Catholic Orphanage built 1912, now an old people’s home.

@ @ @   B73/ B23 Sutton Coldfield Boldmere/ Wylde Green Chester Road/ Gravelly Lane (west side)

Victorian cottages were demolished to make way for the Wylde Green Pavilion Cinema designed by Harold Seymore Scout 1931; it was converted into a bowling alley in the late 1960s; demolished 1974 and housing built on the site.
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@ @ @   B31 Northfield West Heath Road/ Station Road

The opening of Northfield Station 1869 brought visitors from the town centre to visit the countryside. An added attraction was the skating rink opened c1900 on West Heath Road next to the Rea bridge. This was used as a munitions factory during World War 1; following an accident the rink was destroyed by fire and not rebuilt.
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@ @ @   B12 Highgate Alcester Street/ Moseley Street
 Built by London architect, Harry Measures in high Victorian gothic, Rowton House was set up by philanthropists, Lord Rowton and Sir Edward Guinness. Shocked by the poor quality of lodging houses, they aimed  to provide accommodation for working people at an affordable price, at that time one shilling a room. The foundation stone was laid 23 June 1903 by Princess Christian of Schleswig-Holstein; the building performed this function for many years, but in its latter days was effectively a hostel for the homeless. It closed in 1989 and lay empty for some time before being imaginatively reopened 1993 as the Chamberlain Hotel, named after Joseph Chamberlain. It is now the Paragon Hotel.

GAZETTEER 20th-Century Residential Buildings

**@ @ @   Section incomplete ***

20th-Century Education

GAZETTEER Colleges

HOME
BACK to Victorian Colleges Gazetteer
HOME to TWENTIETH-CENTURY CONTENTS
**@ @ @   Section incomplete ***

@ @ @   B30 Bournville Bristol Road South
 Westhill College was founded by Canadian Presbyterian George Hamilton 1907 on land given by George Cadbury. The college stands on a spacious green site of c30 hectares and now consists of a mixture of old and modern buildings. In 1947 Westhill was a founder member of the University of Birmingham Institute of Education which was formed by all the area’s teacher training colleges. In 1994 it became a fully accredited college of the University. From 1999 Westhill staff and students became staff and students of Birmingham University, though the college retains its identity and Free Church heritage.

@ @ @   B73 Sutton Coldfield Wylde Green Chester Road/ Yew Tree Road

 Anstey Physical Training College was a private fee-paying college opened by Rhoda Anstey in the large neo-classical-style Yew Tree House; by the late 1970s it catered for c200 grant-aided students, but proved too small to be economic and closed; demolished.
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@ @ @   B1 Ladywood Summer Hill Terrace
 Summerhill Receiving Homes Council School was opened by Birmingham City Council in the Receiving Homes 1921 with accommodation for 70 children; closed 1939 when the home closed.


@ @ @   B4 City Centre/ Gosta Green Staniforth Street
 Staniforth Street Temporary Council School opened 1921 for boys only in Friends’ Hall because of overcrowding at St Mary’s CofE School in Bath Street; average attendance was 185 in 1922. The premises were condemned by the Board of Education 1924 and the school closed 1931.


@ @ @   B6 Witton Deykin Avenue
 Deykin Avenue Council School was opened 1906 by Warwickshire County Council with accommodation for 430 pupils; altered and reorganised for seniors, juniors and infants 1916; altered and the junior and infant department closed 1933. Deykin Avenue County Modern School had 270 on roll 1961.


@ @ @   B8 Saltley Alum Rock Road
 Alum Rock Road Wesleyan Hall Temporary Council School opened 1905 with accommodation for c200 pupils; it closed when Leigh Road Council School opened 1909 but reopened 1910 until the opening of Sladefield Road Council School; it continued in existence until the opening of Cherrywood Council School 1912. Leigh Road became a girls’ school 1921 and closed 1923.


@ @ @   B8 Saltley George Arthur Road
 George Arthur Road Temporary Council School opened 1904 in a building behind Saltley Baptist church accommodating 200 children; closed 1909; reopened 1916; reorganised 1920 for boys; closed 1923.


@ @ @   B8 Saltley Nansen Road
 Nansen Road Council School opened 1923 with accommodation for 800 seniors and juniors; 1931 reorganised for senior girls, juniors and infants. In 1945 the senior department became Nansen Road Girls County Modern School with 470 on roll 1961. The primary school had 6 infant classes in huts in the playground 1953, was renamed Nansen County Primary School 1954 and had 14 classrooms 1961.


@ @ @   B8 Saltley Parkfield Road/ Bridge Road
 The Rosary Roman Catholic School opened 1937 accommodating 528 seniors, juniors and infants. The senior department became a separate school 1945, secondary aided 1952; altered 1950 to provide 9 classrooms, 4 more classrooms added on the roof 1953; 420 on roll 1961 taught by Marist Brothers. Primary children taught by the Irish Sisters of Charity; buildings altered 1950; the school became aided 1952; accommodation 1961 7 classrooms.


@ @ @   B8 Ward End Sladefield Road
 Sladefield Road Council School was opened by Birmingham City Council 1911 with accommodation for 1 000 children; the Methodist schoolrooms in Monk Road/ Washwood Heath Road were also used from time to time 1919-1932. Reorganised for senior mixed and infants 1932; accommodation for 160 seniors was taken in St Margaret’s Hall Sladefield Road 1933-1938 and in huts formerly used as Thornton Road Temporary Infants School. The senior department became a separate school 1945 as Sladefield Road County Modern School, renamed Sladefield County Modern School 1954; number on roll 1961 was 400. Sladefield County Primary School was so-called from 1954; 1961 accommodation 7 classrooms.


@ @ @   B8 Ward End Northleigh Road
 Ward End Hall County Modern School opened 1958; number on roll 1961 330.


@ @ @   B8 Washwood Heath Thornton Road
 Washwood Heath Road Temporary Council School opened 1918 in Ward End Primitive Methodist Chapel accommodating 100 children; the chapel burned down 1923 and the school subsequently held in Ward End Wesleyan Chapel Monk Road until rebuilt 1925 with accommodation for 140. Temporary huts were put up on the site of the proposed Thornton Road Council School with accommodation for 192 and the school reorganised for infants and juniors. The Primitive Methodist Chapel was no longer used after Thornton Road Council School opened for juniors 1930; the infant department continued to use temporary huts as Thornton Road Temporary Infants Council School; the chapel was again used 1932. The school closed 1938 with most children transferring to Sladefield Road Council School; the huts were retained as an annexe by Sladefield senior department. Thornton Road Council School opened 1930 with accommodation for 576 juniors; the school was badly damaged by a German bomb 1940; renamed Thornton County Primary School 1954; accommodation 12 classrooms 1961.


@ @ @   B8 Washwood Heath/ Saltley Leigh Road
 Leigh Road Council School opened 1909 with accommodation for 1000 pupils; reorganised 1931 for senior boys, juniors and infants. The senior department became a separate school 1945; the practical block was destroyed by a German bomb and repaired by 1948; 1954 renamed Leigh Boys County Modern School; number on roll 1961 420. The junior and infant department became Leigh County Primary School 1954; 1961 8 classrooms.


@ @ @   B8/ B9 Alum Rock Belchers Lane
 Saltley Grammar School opened 1928 with accommodation for 500 boys and girls; 1935 569 children. The buildings were damaged by a German bomb and repaired and enlarged 1949-1954. In 1961 there were 809 children on roll.


@ @ @   B9 Bordesley Green Alston Road
 Alston Road Council School infant department opened for 400 children 1926, 400 juniors 1927; reorganised 1931 with accommodation for senior boys which department became a separate school 1945, Alston Road Boys County Modern School. In 1961 the primary school accommodation was in 17 classrooms; the boys’ secondary school had 410 on roll.


@ @ @   B9 Bordesley Green Bordesley Green Road/ Drummond Road/ Marchmont Road
 Bordesley Green Board School opened 1902 by Birmingham School Board with accommodation for 1038 children; the school was reorganised for senior girls and juniors and infants 1931. The junior and infant department closed 1941 and the buildings were used by the Civil defence during World War 2, and by Blakenhale infant department 1947-1951. The senior girls’ department became Bordesley Green Girls County Modern School 1945; in 1961 there were 410 on roll. In 1950 the school reopened for 2 classes of infants in temporary accommodation at Yardley Green Methodist Church in Blake Lane., returning to Bordesley Green 1951 with juniors and infants. In 1961 Bordesley Green County Primary School had accommodation of 9 classrooms.


@ @ @   B8 Bordesley Green Bordesley Green Road
 Bordesley Green Junior Technical School opened 1937, later Bordesley Green Boys Technical School, number on roll 1961 698.


@ @ @   B9 Bordesley Green Cherrywood Road
 Cherrywood Road Council School was opened 1913 to accommodate 1000 senior and junior children replacing Prince Albert Street Temporary Council School which had opened 1911 in Prince Albert Street Sunday School accommodating 228 pupils. Reorganised 1929 and 1933 for juniors and infants and senior girls; the girls department closed 1940; in the same year the school was badly damaged by German bombs and transferred to Tilton Road Council School with which it amalgamated 1941. Cherrywood was repaired 1942-1951 and the school subsequently used by Central Grammar School for boys until 1957. Cherrywood County Modern School reopened as a mixed school 1957; in 1961 there were 410 children on roll.


@ @ @   B9 Bordesley Green/ Little Bromwich Blake Lane/ Yardley Green Road
 Blake Lane Temporary Council School opened 1910 in the Primitive Methodist mission hall with accommodation for 156 children. The school moved into the new St Benedicts Road Council School 1913 which had accommodation for 1000 children; the old building was again used 1917 to accommodate infants who moved 1922 to a new building built by the church; closed 1928. 


@ @ @   B10 Bordesley Green/ Small Heath Wright Street
 A ‘special class’ for 80 children was held in the United Methodist Sunday schoolroom from 1908; Wright Street Temporary Council School opened here 1911 with accommodation for 120 infants. The school closed and the children transferred to the new St Benedicts Road Council School 1913.


@ @ @   B10 Small Heath Coventry Road
 Coventry Road Temporary Council School for infants was opened in the Wesleyan schoolroom to relieve pressure on Jenkins Street Council School; average attendance was 78; closed 1922.


@ @ @   B10 Small Heath Oldknow Road
 Oldknow Road Council School opened 1905 to accommodate 1070 children; reorganised 1928 for senior boys, senior girls and infants, the infant department closing 1937. The school was hit by a German bomb 1940; boys’ and girls’ departments amalgamated 1941. Part of the building was used by Holy Family RC 1944-1950 after bomb damage to their building. The school was renamed Oldknow County Modern School 1954; number on roll 1961 470. The school, No.78, railings and gate piers are Grade II Listed.


@ @ @   B10 Small Heath St Benedicts Road
 St Benedicts Road Council School opened 1913 with accommodation for 1000 children; children from Blake Lane and Wright Street were transferred here. In 1931 it was reorganised for juniors and infants. From 1940-1950 two classes from Holy Family School were taught here. In 1961 there were 20 classrooms. The school is now infants only and reputedly the largest infant school in Europe.


@ @ @   B10 Small Heath/ Bordesley Green Starbank Road
 Starbank Road Council School opened 1927 with accommodation for 576 children; additional accommodation was used in Yardley Green Methodist Schoolroom. the school was renamed Starbank County Primary School 1954; accommodation 11 classrooms.


@ @ @   B10 Small Heath/ Hay Mills Oldknow Road/ Coventry Road
 Holy Family RC School opened 1904 on the ground floor of a new building with accommodation for 386 children; the presbytery was above. Extra classrooms were provided on the upper floor 1915, 1932. The school building was destroyed by a German bomb 1940 and the school transferred to Cherrywood School for a few months, subsequently to St Benedicts Road School and Oldknow Road School from 1944. Senior children transferred to St Michael’s RC Temporary Modern School 1947 B5 Floodgate Street. The school reopened in Oldknow Road 1950 for juniors and infants in temporary buildings and in Holy Family church hall; accommodation 1961 10 classrooms.


@ @ @   B11 Acocks Green Yarnfield Road/ Wandle Grove
 Yarnfield Road Council School opened 1928 by Birmingham Education Department to accommodate 432 junior and infant children; additional temporary huts were provided 1929; enlarged 1931, 1932; renamed Yarnfield County Primary School 1954; 1961 accommodation 14 classrooms.


@ @ @   B11 Sparkbrook Evelyn Road
 English Martyrs RC School opened 1911 with accommodation for 221 children. The school was destroyed by a German bomb 1941 and housed at Conway Road Council School, at Yardley Wood RC School and from 1946 at the closed Montgomery Street School. The seniors became part of St Michael’s RC Modern School. English Martyrs was rebuilt as 7 classrooms in huts on the bomb-site and reopened 1950. It became an aided school 1954; accommodation 1961 14 classrooms.


@ @ @   B11 Sparkhill Formans Road/ Reddings Lane
Formans Road Council School was opened by Worcestershire County Council with accommodation for 760 children, enlarged 1926, reorganised 1932 for senior mixed and infants. Additional accommodation was used in Tyseley Methodist church hall 1935-1940. The infant department closed 1937. The school was enlarged 1940; additional accommodation was needed in St Edmund’s church hall 1951, and Tyseley Methodist 1954. The number on roll 1961 was 350. The school is now Yardleys Lower School.


@ @ @   B11 Sparkhill/ Greet Golden Hillock Road/ Gough Road
 Golden Hillock Road Council School opened 1910 by Worcestershire County Council with accommodation for 1260 pupils. A science room was provided 1920. The school was reorganised 1930 for senior boys, juniors and infants; a nursery class was held here 1942-1949. The boys’ department became a separate county modern school 1945; in 1961 there were 430 on roll. Golden Hillock County Primary School had 13 classrooms.


@ @ @   B11 Sparkhill Stratford Road
 Sparkhill Commercial School was set up 1921 by Birmingham City Council as a mixed school; Sparkhill Institute was converted for the purpose 1929. Subjects taught included book-keeping, commercial arithmetic, economic history, languages, mechanical drawing, shorthand and typing. Number on roll 350 in 1961.


@ @ @   B11 Tyseley Warwick Road
 Tyseley Methodist Church Hall Temporary School opened 1949; became an annexe of Greet County Primary School 1954. Another building on the site was used as an annexe of Yardley Grammar School until 1954 and then of Formans Road Modern School.


@ @ @   B11 Tyseley Warwick Road/ Medina Road
 Sparkhill Secondary School was opened 1904 by Worcestershire County Council in Sparkhill Institute; opened as Yardley Council Secondary School in a new building on the Warwick Road 1910; attached to the school was a pupil-teacher centre which closed 1913. Damage from a German bomb was repaired by 1953. Number on roll 1914 was 180; 1961 592. The school closed c2000 and housing now stands on the site; the surrounding walls and gate posts still stand.


@ @ @   B13 Billesley Trittiford Road
 Billesley Council School opened 1925 for 400 juniors, 1926 for 400 seniors, 1928 for 384 infants. the school was enlarged 1938; the seniors became a separate school, Billesley County Modern School 1945, with 380 on roll in 1961. The primary school had 20 classrooms 1961 and in 1999 is now separate junior and infant schools.


@ @ @   B13 Billesley/ Yardley Wood Trittiford Road
 Yardley Wood RC School opened 1935 in a new building accommodating 192 juniors and infants; 2 classrooms were added 1953, 1954. The school became aided 1954 and changed its name to Our Lady of Lourdes RC Primary School; 1961 accommodation 9 classrooms.


@ @ @   B13 Kings Heath Brook Lane
 Swanshurst Girls County Grammar School opened 1956; number on roll 1961 520. Swanshurst Girls County Modern School opened 1958. It had been intended to also build a separate technical school on the same site, but later decided to combine the technical and modern schools as Swanshurst Girls Bilateral School 1959; number on roll 1961 680 girls.


@ @ @   B13 Kings Heath/ Billesley Hollybank Road/ Haunch Lane
 Haunch Lane Boys Technical School later Kings Heath Boys Technical School opened 1960; number on roll 1961 216.


@ @ @   B13 Kings Heath Wheelers Lane
 Kings Heath Council School closed when Wheelers Lane Council School opened 1939 with accommodation for 1128 senior boys, juniors and infants. The senior department became Wheelers Lane Boys County Modern School 1945; additional accommodation 1950 taken in Kings Heath Baptist Church; number on roll 1961 461 boys. Wheelers Lane County Primary School had 18 classrooms 1961.


@ @ @   B13 Moseley Moseley Road opposite Park Hill
 Park Hill County Primary School opened 1954 with 14 classrooms. It was built on the site of houses bombed during World War 2.


@ @ @   B13 Moseley Queensbridge Road/ Alcester Road
 Queensbridge County Modern School opened 1952; 860 on roll 1961.


@ @ @   B13 Moseley/ Wake Green College Road
 Moseley County Modern School opened 1955; 1961 860 on roll. Now part of Moseley School.


@ @ @   B13 Moseley/ Wake Green Wake Green Road
 Spring Hill Congregational College was founded in the home of the Mansfield family with 13 students at B18 Hockley Spring Hill after 1821 at the bequest of Charles Glover d.1821 to train Congregational Church ministers. By 1850 the premises were inadequate and a new green-field site was bought at Wake Green where the present decorated gothic building was constructed 1854-1857 largely paid for by the founders. The college moved to Oxford before 1889 as Mansfield College.
After 1892 the buildings were reopened by William Ross as Pine Dell Hydropathic Establishment, the baths being filled by natural springs on site (hence Spring Hill); the bath remains under the floor of the school hall in the west wing. Moseley Botanical Gardens were also opened in the grounds at Wake Green Road/ College Road. Pine Dell closed c1900. At a wedding here in 1896 the first paper confetti to be used in England was thrown.

The college buildings were used as Moseley Barracks, a recruitment and training centre for 3rd Birmingham City Battalion and as a police station from 1914 during World War 1, and later as a rehabilitation centre for ex-servicemen. Between 1918 and 1920 the building was Nazareth House run by the Sisters of Nazareth as a home for orphaned children. The buildings were used as office accommodation by the Ministry of Labour (employment) 1921-1923.

The building opened as Moseley Secondary School for Boys 1923 with 90 pupils, renamed Moseley Grammar School/ Moseley Boys County Grammar School 1939 with accommodation for 500. Damage by a German bomb 1940 (the scars can still be seen) caused the school to move to Kidderminster for 2 years; the building was repaired by 1949; enlarged 1954; 1961 number on roll 825. Now part of Moseley School. The west wing is a Grade II Listed building. College Road Board School (now Springfield) was opened 1900 by Yardley School Board with accommodation for 1130 pupils; reorganised 1934 into departments for seniors, juniors and infants, the seniors becoming a separate school 1945. Moseley County Modern School opened 1955; 1961 860 on roll. Now part of Moseley School. Moseley Secondary and Moseley Grammar amalgamated 1974 as a mixed comprehensive, Moseley School using both buildings which are on adjoining sites.

The gatehouse has been demolished but the main building with its central entrance tower, hall, library and cloister remain and this 19th-century west wing is Grade II Listed.

Designed by London architect Joseph James, Spring Hill was built to a traditional college plan in red brick with stone dressings and good detailing - carved stone gryphons, gargoyles and other ornamentation, mullioned traceried windows, crocket finials and crocket-trimmed gables; some stonework is becoming eroded. There is a prominent tower with a bell turret. Although the building has been altered internally to accommodate its changing uses, especially after 1923 for school use, externally Spring Hill has been little altered since it was built.

The original student dormitories and studies of the Wake Green Road Wing were converted into classrooms for Moseley School 1923. Note the traceried gothic windows and an elaborate oriel window. The Headmaster's House seen from Wake Green Road retains the original marble fireplaces, door and window fittings and many original doors. The library has four large decorated gothic windows with some original stained glass; the timber roof structure is decorated with carved angels. This part of the building was found to have dry rot in the 1980s, declared unsafe, evacuated and scaffolded. Money has now been found to renovate the building. The tower with its bell turret rises to c30 metres accessible via an octagonal spiral staircase from the library. The entrance hall retains much panelling. 
In the main building the original dining hall is sixth form accommodation, the caretaker's house is still occupied, the assembly hall is built on the foundations of the 1890s swimming bath and has a fine plastered ceiling depicting the four muses. To create a gymnasium this wing was gutted internally in the 1920s, although external stone details and original gothic windows remain.

(Some information here derived from Moseley School website.)

@ @ @   B14 Highters Heath Highters Heath Lane/ Warstock Road
 Highters Heath Council School was opened by Birmingham County Borough Council in temporary buildings accommodating 192 junior and infant children; permanent buildings 1931 accommodated 672 children, the old block being used by senior girls until 1936 when they transferred to Yardley Wood Council School. Accommodation in 1961 was 16 classrooms.


@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath Allenscroft Road
 Pineapple Council School opened 1923 with accommodation for 400 pupils; additional accommodation was provided for a class at Hazelwood Parish hall 1930 and the school was enlarged 1952; accommodation 1961 14 classrooms.


@ @ @   B14 Kings Norton Bells Lane/ Monyhull Hall Road
 Broadmeadow Primary School junior department opened 1955, infants 1956; accommodation 1961 16 classrooms.


@ @ @   B14 Druids Heath Bells Lane
 Bells Lane Temporary Primary School opened with 8 classrooms in temporary buildings 1948.


@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath Colmore Road/ Howard Road
 Kings Heath House Temporary Council School was opened by Kings Norton & Northfield Urban District Council 1909 in a borrowed building now in Kings Heath Park with accommodation for 366 girls and infants; it closed 1911 and the children transferred to Colmore Road Council School. Grove Road Temporary Council School was also opened 1909 in temporary buildings by Kings Norton & Northfield UDC for 300 children who had previously been for paid for to attend Birmingham schools; closed 1911 and children transferred to Colmore Road Council School opened 1911 by Kings Norton & Northfield UDC with accommodation for 1200 children. The school was used as military hospital during World War 1; it was an annex to the 1st Southern General War Hospital at Birmingham University. Reorganised 1930 for juniors and infants and senior girls. practical senior rooms were built 1936 and the senior department became a separate school 1945, Colmore Road Girls County Modern School with accommodation for 400 girls. The secondary school accommodated 105 girls in huts from 1948 and 1 class in Hazelwell Methodist schoolroom 1951. There were 12 classrooms 1955; the school closed 1959 the pupils transferring to Swanshurst Girls County Modern School. The junior and infant school became Colmore County Primary School 1954; 1961 23 classrooms.


@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath/ Brandwood End Sunderton Road
 Brandwood County Modern School opened 1955; 1961 there were 760 on roll.


@ @ @   B14 Highters Heath Grendon Road
 Grendon Road Council School opened 1938 in temporary buildings; extra accommodation was taken at the Methodist church hall in Alcester Road South 1941-1950. The school was renamed Grendon County Primary School 1954; accommodation 1961 14 classrooms.


@ @ @   B14 Kings Heath Institute Road
 Bishop Challenor RC Modern School opened 1953; in 1961 there were 400 children on roll.


@ @ @   B15 Harborne/Edgbaston Harborne Road
 Harborne Hill County Modern School opened 1952; number on roll 1961 870.


@ @ @   B16 Ladywood St Vincent Street
 Ladywood Primary School opened 1961 for infants and juniors with 8 classrooms.

@ @ @   B17 Bearwood Portland Road
 Portland County Modern School opened 1957; in 1961 there were 430 on roll. 


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Harborne Lane
 Harborne Lane Temporary Council School opened 1909 by Birmingham County Borough Council in temporary buildings accommodating 157 mixed juniors and senior boys; closed 1926.


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Hagley Road
 Lordswood Boys Technical School opened 1957; 675 on roll 1961.


@ @ @   B17 Harborne Knightlow Road
 Lordswood Girls Grammar/Technical School opened 1958; 547 on roll 1961.


@ @ @   B17 Rotton Park/ Bearwood Poplar Avenue
Cardinal Newman RC Secondary School opened 1959; 1061 number on roll 630.


@ @ @   B18 Ladywood Ladywood Middleway

 Ladywood Comprehensive School 1972
@ @ @   B20 Hamstead Craythorne Avenue
 Handsworth Junior Technical School for boys opened 1920 sharing a building with Handsworth Technical College in B21 Golds Hill Road. 75 boys a year were admitted after passing a 13+ exam for a 2-year course in building, engineering or metalwork. The school transferred to the new buildings in Craythorne Avenue 1958; 1961 number on roll 681.


@ @ @   B20 Perry Barr Canterbury Road/ Thornbury Road
 Canterbury Road Council School opened 1907 by Handsworth Urban District Council with accommodation for 1220 children. The school was reorganised 1930 for juniors and infants and for senior girls, this department becoming a separate school 1945, Canterbury Road Girls County Modern School. Accommodation for 120 girls was provided in temporary huts 1947; the school was renamed Canterbury Cross Girls County Modern 1954; in 1961 there were 520 on roll. The primary school used accommodation in All Saints church, Wenlock Road 1949 and in the former Birchfield Road Day Nursery 1952. The school was renamed Canterbury Cross Primary School 1954; accommodation 1961 11 classrooms. Grade II Listed building.


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Wood Church Lane
 Handsworth Wood Girls County Modern 1957 and Handsworth Wood Boys County Modern School 1958; number on roll 1961 380 girls, 340 boys. The boys’ school closed in the late 1990s.


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Wood Grestone Avenue
 Grestone Temporary County Primary School opened 1950 in Somerset Road Methodist church for 3 classes of infants; the permanent school buildings opened in Grestone Avenue 1953; 1961 accommodation 10 classrooms.


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Grove Lane/ Dawson Road
 Grove Junior School, a Grade II listed gothic building was built 1903 as Grove Lane Council School for Handsworth School Board with accommodation for 1010 children. It was enlarged 1913, reorganised for secondary girls and infants 1930; the infant department closed 1940. In 1945 the secondary girls’ department became a separate school which closed 1957 the pupils transferring to the new Handsworth Wood Girls School in Wood Lane opened by Birmingham LEA. Grove Lane infant department reopened 1951, junior department 1957. BSMR


@ @ @   B20/ B21 Handsworth Oxhill Road/ Church Lane
 Church Lane Temporary Council School opened 1904 by Handsworth Urban District Council in the Good Shepherd Mission Church Sunday school (now St Andrew’s) and closed 1906; Rookery Road School was enlarged that year.


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Westminster Road
 Westminster Road Temporary Council School was opened 1904 by Handsworth Urban District Council in Westminster Road Congregational Church; average attendance 1905 was 232; closed when Westminster Road Council School opened 1907. Reorganised 1930 for juniors and infants only; further accommodation was taken in Westminster Congregational Church hall 1949; accommodation 1961 12 classrooms.


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Wood Cherry Orchard Road
 Wood Lane Temporary County Primary School opened 1944 for 100 infants in the pavilion of Handsworth Wood Playing Fields. Cherry Orchard Road County Primary School opened 1947 for 300 juniors and in 1948 Wood Lane amalgamated with it. The school was enlarged 1950; 1961 there were 12 classrooms.


@ @ @   B20 Handsworth Wood Craythorne Avenue
 The Blessed John Wall Roman Catholic School opened 1961 with 18 classrooms.


@ @ @   B21 Handsworth Rose Hill Road

King Edward VI Handsworth Grammar School for Girls was built 1911 drawing pupils from Kings Edward’s schools in Aston, Summer Row and Bath Row.

@ @ @   B23 Erdington Fentham Road
 Fentham Road Council School had been planned by the Aston School Board but was opened 1904 by Warwickshire County Council with accommodation for 390 juniors and infants. It was reorganised 1932 as a senior girls’ school, renamed 1954 Fentham Girls County Modern School; number on roll 1961 500.


@ @ @   B23 Erdington Glenville Drive
 Featherstone School became a county primary school 1950 after having been previously managed by Erdington Cottage Homes. Accommodation 1961 3 classrooms.


@ @ @   B23 Erdington Gravelly Hill (north of Wheelwright Road)
 St Mary and St John RC Primary School opened 1931 in a new building accommodating 192 juniors and infants with the parish hall upstairs; became RC aided school 1954; accommodation 1961 10 classrooms.


@ @ @   B23 Erdington/ Stockland Green Slade Road/ Broomfield Road
 Slade Road Council School was opened 1904 by Warwickshire County Council with accommodation for 620; 1906 a separate boys’ department opened accommodating a further 310; 1910 a new boys’ department was built for a further 324 and the former building was used for juniors until 1915 when the school reorganised for boys, girls and infants. 1931 reorganised for senior boys, juniors and infants. The boys’ department became Slade Road Boys County Modern School 1945; 1949 2 classes were held in All Saints Parish Hall and again from 1951. The school was renamed The Slade Boys County Modern School 1954; number on roll 1961 300. The primary school used 2 classrooms in the secondary school 1949-1954 and held 2 classes in Stockland Green Methodist Sunday school 1952; 2 more classrooms were built 1954. The school was renamed The Slade County Primary School 1954; accommodation 1961 14 classrooms.


@ @ @   B23 Erdington Tedbury Crescent
 Tedbury Crescent Council School opened 1931 with accommodation for 432 juniors and infants; it replaced an annexe at Osborne Road Council School. The school was renamed Court Farm County Primary School 1954; in 1961 there were 12 classrooms.


@ @ @   B23 Erdington/ Stockland Green Marsh Hill
 Marsh Hill Council School/ Marsh Hill County Primary School opened 1930 by Birmingham County Borough Council with accommodation for 432 juniors and infants; 4 classrooms in huts added 1932, 3 classrooms in huts added 1950; 1961 accommodation was 16 classrooms.


@ @ @   B23 Erdington/ Stockland Green Marsh Hill
 Marsh Hill Girls Technical School opened 1960 with c200 on roll.


@ @ @   B23 Short Heath Turf Pits Lane
 Turfpits Lane Council School opened 1940 for juniors and infants in temporary buildings; renamed 1954 Turfpits County Primary School; accommodation 6 classrooms.


@ @ @   B23 Stockland Green Slade Road
 Stockland Green County Modern School opened 1956; number on roll 1961 470.


@ @ @   B23 Perry Common Hastings Road
 Hastings Road Council School was the successor of Perry Common Temporary Council School, Hawthorn Road and opened 1926 with accommodation for 400 infants; a new infant block opened 1927 and the old infant block was used for juniors; a 3rd block for 440 junior girls opened 1928 and the first block was then used for seniors; 5 more huts were built 1930. The seniors separated into boys and girls departments 1930 and separate schools 1945. 1954 the junior girls reorganised as junior mixed in the infant block, the infants transferring to the huts. 1961 accommodation 14 classrooms; now known as Perry Common Primary School. Hastings Road Boys County Modern School and Hastings Road Girls School each had 300 on roll 1961.


@ @ @   B23/ B44 Perry Common Hawthorn Road/ College Road
 Perry Common Temporary Council School opened 1925 in the former isolation hospital buildings accommodating 360 junior and infant children pending the building of Hastings Road Council School. As the various blocks at Hastings Road were built this school reorganised; by 1928 was used for junior boys only. 1935 the school was renamed Hawthorn Road County Primary School; 1954 reorganised for juniors and infants; 1961 accommodation 7 classrooms.


@ @ @   B24 Erdington Moor End Lane
 Moor End Council School was opened 1909 by Warwickshire County Council with accommodation for 608 pupils, reorganised 1931 for seniors, juniors and infants. Accommodation for 2 senior classes was taken in Erdington Technical School and 2 junior classes in huts 1936. The senior department became a separate school 1945 with 410 on roll 1961. The primary school closed 1954.


@ @ @   B24 Erdington Ryland Road
 Ryland Road Council School opened 1918 with accommodation for 400; a second block also accommodating 400 opened 1923 and the school subsequently reorganised as senior mixed, juniors and infants. Further accommodation for 272 children was provided in huts 1930. In 1945 the senior department became a separate school, Ryland Road County Modern School, from 1954 Erdington Hall County Modern School; 1961 250 on roll. The primary school also became known as Erdington Hall 1954; accommodation 1961 12 classrooms.


@ @ @   B24 Erdington Kingsbury Road/ Bromford Lane
 Erdington Council Secondary School for girls/ Ryland Road Council Secondary School, later Erdington Girls County Grammar School opened 1918 in temporary premises on the upper floor of Ryland Road Council School with 210 girls on roll. The school moved to its new premises on Kingsbury Road with accommodation for 316; building enlarged 1932, 1954; number on roll 1961 746. 


@ @ @   B24 Erdington/ Birches Green Birches Green Road
 Birches Green Council School opened 1929 with accommodation for 576 juniors, and in 1932 accommodation for 384 infants was provided in huts. In 1961 the school has 16 classrooms; in 1999 there are separate junior and infant schools.


@ @ @   B24 Pype Hayes/ Erdington Gunter Road
 Gunter Road Council School opened 1930 for 432 junior and infant children; 3 huts were added 1932 and St Mary’s Church hall was also used 1952-1954. The school was renamed Gunter Primary 1954; 1961 10 classrooms accommodation.


@ @ @   B24 Pype Hayes Paget Road
 Paget Road Council School opened 1928 with accommodation for 824 seniors and juniors; a further 4 classrooms were provided in huts 1929; buildings altered 1933 for senior girls and senior boys departments and a new junior and infant department was opened with accommodation for 576. Practical rooms were provided for the seniors 1940 which became separate county modern schools 1945; 21 classrooms 1955; boys’ and girls’ school amalgamated 1959; number on roll 1961 650. The primary school had 12 classrooms 1961.


@ @ @   B25 Yardley Bierton Road
 Bierton Road Council School opened 1928 with accommodation for 800 seniors and juniors; some of the classes were held in huts until the new junior and infant block opened 1929 with spaces for 576 children. The seniors from Church Road Council School moved here 1941 and the senior departments became Bierton Road County Modern Schools 1945; from 1954 the boys’ schools used classrooms at Church Road Council School; number on roll 1961 450 boys, 440 girls. The junior and infant school was renamed Bierton County Primary School 1954 and had 14 classrooms. It closed 1959 to be replaced by Blakesley Hall Primary School Yardley Green Road/ Richmond Road also with 14 classrooms.


@ @ @   B25 Yardley/ South Yardley Broadyates Road
 Broadyates Temporary Council School was opened 1906 by Worcestershire County Council in temporary iron huts with accommodation for 258 girls and infants; it was replaced 1908 by Church Road Council School Church Road/ Harvey Road which had accommodation for 1260 boys, girls and infants and had a cookery centre; reorganised 1932 into senior, junior and infant departments. Temporary extra huts were provided 1936. From 1939 almost all the building was used by the Civil Defence and seniors and juniors worked only half-time. The senior school closed 1941; by 1946 the Civil defence had left and the whole building was used for junior and infant departments 1947. !961 accommodation 22 classrooms. The school is now known as Yardley Primary School.


@ @ @   B25 South Yardley Hobmoor Road
 Hobmoor Road Council School was opened 1933 by Birmingham County Borough Council accommodating 432 juniors and infants; both site and buildings enlarged 1934, buildings enlarged 1951; renamed Hobmoor County Primary School 1954; accommodation 1961 10 classrooms.


@ @ @   B26 Cockshut Hill Cockshut Hill
 Cockshut Hill Council School opened 1937 accommodating c200 juniors and infants in two temporary huts. A permanent building opened 1938 with accommodation for 384 infants, but was also used by the juniors; a permanent junior block with accommodation for 432 juniors opened 1939, but was also used by the seniors. 1943 the junior and infant departments were separated and in 1945 the senior department became Cockshut Hill Boys County Modern School with 750 on roll 1961 and Cockshut Hill Girls County Modern School with 690 on roll 1961. 3 new primary classrooms opened 1947; in 1955 there were 21 classrooms. The infant school closed 1957, the junior school 1958. The school is now a mixed technology college for 11-18 year olds.


@ @ @   B26 Lyndon Green/ Sheldon Wychwood Crescent/ Wensley Road
 Lyndon Green County Primary School opened 1952; additional accommodation built 1953; accommodation 1955 23 classrooms.


@ @ @   B26 Sheldon Horse Shoes Lane
 St Thomas More’s RC Primary School opened 1953; accommodation 1961 9 classrooms.


@ @ @   B26 Sheldon Mapledene Road
 Mapledene County Primary School opened 1950 by Birmingham County Borough Council with 7 classes at Silvermere Road County Modern School until 1951 when the infant block opened; in 1961 there were 22 classrooms.


@ @ @   B26 Sheldon Sheldon Heath Road
 Sheldon Heath Comprehensive School opened 1955; in 1961 the number on roll was 1921.


@ @ @   B26 Sheldon Silvermere Road
 Silvermere Council School opened 1919 with accommodation for 600 senior children. The building was damaged by German bombs and closed 1941; the ground floor was used 1943-1944 for children from Stanville Road Council School. The school reopened for juniors and infants 1945; after further repairs the school opened as a secondary modern school 1950, although junior and infant classes remained here as an annexe of Mapledene Primary School until 1951.


@ @ @   B26 Sheldon Stanville Road
 Birmingham County Borough Council opened Stanville Road Council School in temporary buildings for 288 juniors and infants 1937. Sheldon CofE School Church Road closed on its opening but the Old Church School was used for 48 children until 1939 when permanent buildings to accommodate 576 children opened. Sheldon Old School was again used 1948 for 37 children; 3 new classrooms were built 1950. The school was renamed Stanville County Primary School 1954; accommodation 1961 was 18 classrooms.


@ @ @   B26 South Yardley/ Gilbertstone Clay Lane/ Gilbertstone Avenue
 Gilbertstone Temporary County Primary opened 1950 in temporary buildings; accommodation 9 classrooms.


@ @ @   B27 Acocks Green Alexander Road/ Dudley Park Road
 Alexander Road Temporary Council School for 280 primary age children opened 1930 in the Baptist church rooms and closed 1933 when Yardley Road Council School opened in Cottesbrooke Road; the latter accommodated 384 primary children in huts; 90 children were accommodated in the Baptist church 1949. The school’s name was changed 1954 to Cottesbrooke County Primary School; in 1961 there were 10 classrooms.


@ @ @   B27 Acocks Green Broad Road
 St Mary’s Church School opened 1874 with a teacher’s house attached to accommodate 402 boys, girls and infants; boys’ and girls’ departments amalgamated 1894. The school buildings were condemned by the Board of Education 1906 and repaired 1907-1910. Additional accommodation was taken in the War Memorial Hall in Summer Road by the infant department from 1930. Reorganised 1947 for juniors and infants only; accommodation 1961 5 classrooms.


@ @ @   B27 Acocks Green Dolphin Lane
 Dolphin Lane Council School opened 1929 with accommodation for 432; a new infant block in wooden buildings opened 1932; renamed Oaklands County Primary 1954; accommodation 12 classrooms 1961.


@ @ @   B27 Acocks Green Hartfield Crescent
 Hartfield Crescent Council School opened 1929 with accommodation for 800 children; 1930 a new junior and infant block opened for 576 and the school was reorganised for juniors and infants, senior boys and senior girls. The school was twice hit by German bombs 1940. 1945 the senior departments became separate schools; the 7-classroom primary school closed 1958. From 1948 the girls’ school became a grammar school, enlarged 1952, 1955; renamed the Harrison Barrow County Grammar School for Girls 1954; number on roll 1961 589. From 1948 the boys’ school took over the primary buildings and reorganised to become mixed as Hartfield Crescent County Modern School.


@ @ @   B27 Acocks Green Mallard Close
 Holy Souls RC School opened 1907 in the ground floor of a new building with a chapel above with accommodation for 103 pupils; the upper floor was converted to classrooms 1928; additional accommodation was taken for 2 classes in Wilton House adjoining the school 1929-1931. The school was enlarged 1931; Wilton House was used for 1 class 1933-1936. The school was run by nuns of Our Lady of Compassion until 1948. The school became junior and infant children; aided 1953; accommodation 1961 was 8 classrooms.


@ @ @   B27 Acocks Green Victoria Road
 Archbishop Ilsley RC School opened 1957; 1961 number on roll 520.


@ @ @   B27 Acocks Green Westley Road/ Warwick Road
 Acocks Green Primary School opened 1909 by Worcestershire County Council with accommodation for 1198 children. It was reorganised 1932 into junior and senior departments; 1961 there were 13 classes. The seniors became a separate secondary modern school 1945 and had 390 pupils 1961.


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green Chilcote Close
 Chilcote County Primary School opened 1958; in 1961 had 8 classrooms.


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green Lakey Lane
 Lakey Lane Council School opened 1935 with accommodation for 484 juniors and infants; accommodation 1961 14 classrooms.


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green Pitmaston Road
 Pitmaston Road Council School opened 1931 in temporary buildings accommodating 192 infants; permanent buildings opened the same year to accommodate 1440 senior boys, senior girls, juniors and infants. The senior departments became separate schools 1945, renamed 1954 Pitmaston Boys County Modern and Pitmaston Girls County Modern School; number on roll 1961 370 boys, 380 girls. The primary school had 12 classrooms 1955 and closed 1955.


@ @ @   B28 Hall Green
 York Road Council School opened 1937 with accommodation for 384 juniors and infants; the Methodist church was used for additional accommodation 1948, 1952; accommodation 1955 8 classrooms.


@ @ @   B29 Selly Oak Oak Tree Lane
 Selly Oak Boys County Modern School designed by A G Sheppard Fidler 1960 with 9 classrooms; reinforced concrete frame with brickwork at each end of the main block.


@ @ @   B29 Selly Oak Tiverton Road
 Tiverton Road Council School was opened 1906 by Kings Norton & Northfield Urban District Council with accommodation for 510 children; reorganised 1931 for juniors and infants only. Accommodation was provided in Bournbrook Congregational Church 1952; in the same year the former St Wulstan’s CofE School adjoining the site in Dawlish Road was taken over as an annexe. The school was renamed Tiverton County Primary School 1954; accommodation 1961 8 classrooms.


@ @ @   B29 Selly Park Pershore Road/ Selly Park Road
 Fashoda Road Temporary Council School was opened by Kings Norton and Northfield Urban District Council 1904 in a new temporary building for c276 children; it closed 1911 replaced by the new Selly Park Council School accommodating 1110 children. Reorganised 1931 for senior girls, juniors and infants. The school was damaged by a German bomb during the war, repaired 1950, and 2 classes were held in St Stephen’s Parish Hall 1947-1954. The senior girls’ department became a separate school, Selly Park Girls County Modern 1945; number on roll 1961 480. The infant department closed 1954, juniors 1955 and the children transferred to the new Moor Green County Primary School which continued to use Selly Park infant rooms as an annexe. The secondary school took over the junior rooms. Moor Green Primary designed by Norrish & Stainton 1957 stands at B13 Moor Green Lane/ Dogpool Lane; accommodation 1961 14 classrooms.


@ @ @   B29 Selly Park/ Selly Oak Raddlebarn Road/ Umberslade Road
 Selly Oak & Bournbrook Temporary Council School was opened 1903 by Kings Norton & Northfield Urban District Council in Bournbrook Technical Institute and closed the following year when Raddlebarn Lane Temporary Council School opened in temporary iron buildings; a boys’ department accommodating 126 opened 1906 in the Primitive Methodist Chapel. The school had an average attendance of 494 in 1906. Permanent buildings were opened 1909 as Raddlebarn Lane Council School with accommodation for 800. The boys’ department transferred to the main site 1910 and the school reorganised with boys’, girls’ and infants’ departments. Enlarged 1931 for senior boys, juniors and infants; the boys’ department became a separate school 1945 with additional accommodation in Raddlebarn Road Friends Meeting House 1951 and in the former St Stephen’s Selly Hill CofE School 1954; 530 boys on roll 1961. The primary school had 12 classrooms 1961.


@ @ @   B29 Shenley Greenmeadow Road
 Greenmeadow County Primary School opened 1958 with 14 classrooms.


@ @ @   B29 Weoley Castle Gregory Avenue
 Weoley Castle Roman Catholic School opened 1936 in a new building also then used as the church with accommodation for 192 juniors and infants; accommodation for a further 80 children was provided in the church hall in Weoley Park Road 1952. The school was renamed 1954 Our Lady and St Rose RC Primary School when the children were taught by the Sisters of the Holy Child Jesus; accommodation 1961 was 6 classrooms.


@ @ @   B29 Weoley Castle Ilmington Road
 Shenley Fields Temporary Council School was opened at B31 Woodcock Lane 1933 by Birmingham County Borough Council in part of Shenley Fields Cottage Homes Poor Law School to accommodate 360 senior children; effectively the Cottage Homes School upper department became the temporary council school for seniors. Cottage Homes juniors transferred to Princethorpe Road Council School; Cottage Homes infants remained as previously. The temporary school closed when Ilmington Road Council School, separate senior boys’ and girls’ schools opened 1934. This was the first Birmingham school building to have a permanent wooden structure; accommodation was 720; enlarged 1938, additional accommodation at Weoley Castle Congregational church 1947; number on roll 1961 480 boys, 470 girls.
Shenley Fields Cottage Homes Poor Law School infants department became Shenley Fields County Primary School 1950 for infants and nursery classes. Infant department closed 1954. 


@ @ @   B29 Weoley Castle Jervoise Road
 Jervoise Road Council School opened 1934 with accommodation for 432 children; infant department to accommodate 338 opened 1936; Weoley Castle Congregational Church was used 1938-1940 for 230 children. A nursery class was opened 1942. 1954 renamed Jervoise County Primary School; accommodation 1961 14 classrooms.


@ @ @   B29 Weoley Castle Paganel Road
 Weoley Castle Temporary Council School opened 1937 in Weoley Castle Congregational Church rooms with accommodation for 230 juniors and infants; closed when Paganel Road Council School opened 1938 for 720 juniors and infants. The junior department was used by the Civil Defence from 1939 and the school worked half-time until 1942 when most of the building was given back. The school was renamed Paganel County Primary School 1954; accommodation 1961 13 classrooms, 2 nursery classes.


@ @ @   B29 Weoley Castle Princethorpe Road
 Princethorpe Road Council School opened 1932 in temporary buildings accommodating 192 infants, subsequently in permanent buildings accommodating 770 children. The seniors transferred to Shenley Fields Temporary Council School 1933. The school was renamed Princethorpe County Primary 1954; accommodation 1961 24 classrooms.


@ @ @   B30 Bournville Griffins Brook Lane
 Bournville Boys Technical School and Bournville Girls Grammar Technical School opened 1955; in 1961 there were 580 boys and 556 girls on roll. The school is now known as Bournville School.


@ @ @   B30 Bournville Linden Road
 Bournville Undenominational School opened 1904 in the Ruskin Memorial Hall accommodating 278 children; new buildings paid for by George Cadbury opened 1906 accommodating 540 older children in 12 classes, the junior and infant departments staying at Ruskin Hall. Beneath the first floor bay window is a frieze of 5 stone panels by Benjamin Creswick who was a teacher at the Birmingham School of Art; the sculptures depict classical dancers in arts&crafts style. A new infant block opened 1910 and the whole school was reorganised in permanent buildings. In 1949 the school was reorganised for juniors and infants; aided status was taken 1952; in 1961 there were 21 classrooms. Both Junior and Infant School are Grade II Listed buildings. 
Bournville Junior School was built 1902-1905 by W Alexander Harvey in Tudor style influenced by art nouveau; the hall frescoes date from 1914. The main entrance is part of a large square tower whose cupola houses the Bournville Carillon 1906; it is one of the finest and largest in the country with 48 bells. It is owned by Bournville Village Trust and is generally to be heard on Saturdays.
Bournville Infant School was also built by Harvey 1910 and paid for by George and Elizabeth Cadbury. It is in a more straightforward Tudor manor-house style; the chimneys are Elizabethan in style, there are timber-framed gables and steep tiled roofs; extended 1940. Both buildings were constructed to standards in excess of those required by Kings Norton & Northfield Urban District Council according to Cadbury's wishes. BSMR

@ @ @   B30 Bournville Woodbrooke Rd
 Dame Elizabeth Cadbury County Modern School opened 1955; in 1961 there were 485 on roll.


@ @ @   B30 Cotteridge/ Kings Norton Northfield Road
 Kings Norton Council Secondary Schools were designed by Pritchard & Pritchard for Worcestershire County Council and opened 1911 by Birmingham County Borough Council to accommodate 400 boys and girls. The schools were overcrowded by 1920 and a new girls’ school opened in Selly Oak Road 1927 to accommodate 500, subsequently Kings Norton Girls Grammar School. The old building was then used as the boys’ school, subsequently Kings Norton Boys Grammar School, enlarged 1954. Number on roll 1961 763 boys. (Information from Philip Johnston: former pupils of Kings Norton Boys include Adrian Goldberg, currently of BBC Watchdog, and Alan Smith who played for Arsenal and England.)
@ @ @   B30 Cotteridge/ Kings Norton Selly Oak Road
Kings Norton School for Girls was opened in Selly Oak Road by Lord Eustace Percy October 1927 but was originally founded in 1910. The girls’ school was enlarged 1949. Number on roll 1961 745 girls. The school has over 800 students (2000) including the sixth form; it is set in spacious grounds with pitches for a variety of sports and tennis courts. A new science block was built and the library extended 2000.

@ @ @   B30 Cotteridge/ Kings Norton Station Road/ Northfield Road
 St Joseph’s RC School opened 1907 in new buildings with accommodation for 127; further accommodation was provided for 50 children in a first-floor room formerly used as the church; 1953 reorganised for juniors and infants only; 1954 became an RC aided school; 1961 accommodation 6 classrooms. (Information from Philip Johnston: St Joseph’s was relocated to Selly Oak Road next door to Kings Norton Girls School a few years ago.)


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Bristol Road South/ Bodenham Road
 The Meadows County Primary School opened 1957; 1961 accommodation was 14 classrooms.


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Middle Field/ Middlefield Road/ Staple Lodge Road
 Wychall Farm County Primary School designed by Norrish & Stainton opened for juniors 1956, infants 1957; 1961 accommodation 14 classrooms.


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Rhayader Road
 Ley Hill County Primary School opened 1954; accommodation 1961 14 classrooms.


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Tinkers Farm Road
 Tinkers Farm Road Council School opened 1930 in temporary huts for 384 infants; permanent buildings for juniors and infants opened 1931 and the huts were used for 320 seniors. 1932 the huts were replaced with permanent buildings for 800 senior boys and girls. From 1934 additional accommodation was taken in Northfield Methodist Hall and in Allens Cross Community Hall; a new infant block to accommodate 336 children opened 1937 and the former junior and infant building was used for juniors only. 1945 the senior departments became Tinkers Farm Road Boys County Modern School and Tinkers Farm Road Girls County Modern School; number on roll 1961 550 boys, 560 girls. The primary school was renamed Tinkers Farm County Primary School 1954; accommodation 1955 21 classrooms; closed 1957.


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Trescott Road
 Northfield Masonic Hall Temporary Council School opened 1929 to accommodate 230 junior children and closed 1931 when Trescott Road Council School opened with accommodation for 768 juniors and infants; classrooms in huts added 1934, 1937, building enlarged 1954 when the school was renamed Trescott County Primary School. 1961 accommodation 25 classrooms.


@ @ @   B31 Northfield Turves Green
 Hawkesley Farm County Primary School opened 1954 with 17 classrooms and included a nursery class; now Turves Green Primary School.


@ @ @   B31 Northfield/ Bartley Green Far Wood/ Farwood Road
 Woodcock Hill County Primary School opened 1954 for juniors and infants; became separate junior and infant schools 1959; accommodation 1961 15 classrooms.


@ @ @   B31 Northfield/ Frankley Beeches Frankley Beeches Road/ Hill Top Road
 St Brigid’s RC Primary School opened as an aided junior and infant school 1951 taught by the Sisters of the Charity of St Paul. Nazareth House Girls Home School became an annexe of this school 1953. Accommodation in 1961 was 20 classrooms.


@ @ @   B31 Turves Green Turves Green

 West Heath Temporary Council School opened 1921 in West Heath Mission Room for infants; reorganised 1922 for infants and juniors; average attendance 1927 was 54; additional accommodation was taken in the adjoining village hall for 100 children. Closed when Turves Green Council School opened 1938 with accommodation for 336 juniors and infants, the senior department 1939 for 400 children. 1939 the junior and infant department was enlarged and 1944 accommodation for 192 juniors and infants was provided in huts. The senior department became a separate school 1945 as Turves Green Boys County Modern School and Turves Green Girls County Modern School; 1953 new boys’ accommodation opened and the girls used all of the old. In 1961 there were 970 boys and 660 girls on roll. A new junior department opened 1952 for 480 and all the old junior and infant block was then used for infants only. Turves Green Primary School accommodation 1961 23 classrooms.


@ @ @   B31 West Heath Coleys Road
 Archbishop Masterson RC Boys School opened 1960; number on roll 1961 was 390.


@ @ @   B31 West Heath Willetts Road
 Archbishop Masterston RC Girls School opened 1958; 1961 number on roll 480.


@ @ @   B32 Bartley Green Adams Hill
 Bartley Green County Modern School was opened 1955; in 1961 there were 567 pupils; now known as Bartley Green Community School and Leisure Centre.


@ @ @   B32 Bartley Green Scotland Lane
 Bartley Green Girls County Grammar School opened 1954; the number on roll 1961 was 567.


@ @ @   B32 Harborne Woodhouse Road
 Earls Court Road Temporary Council School opened 1930 in Harborne Primitive Methodist chapel with accommodation for 150 infants and closed the following year when Woodhouse Council School opened with accommodation for 288 juniors and infants. Enlarged 1936; extra accommodation in huts and the Methodist hall 1937-1939. In 1937 the school split into separate junior and infant departments but reunited 1940 when the junior department was taken over for civil defence. Accommodation 1961 12 classrooms.


@ @ @   B32 Quinton Dwellings Lane/ Quinton Road West
 Four Dwellings Council School opened 1940 with accommodation for 648 children, seniors, juniors and infants. The senior department became a separate school 1945; a new school for girls, Four Dwellings Girls County Modern School was built 1953 and the old building became the boys’ school, Four Dwellings Boys County Modern School, 1961 number on roll 455 boys, 640 girls. The junior and infant school had 15 classrooms 1961.


@ @ @   B32 Quinton Welsh House Farm Road
 Welsh House Farm County Primary School opened 1956 with 7 classrooms.


@ @ @   B32 Quinton Worlds End Lane
 Worlds End County Primary School opened 1949; enlarged 1952; accommodation 1961 14 classrooms.


@ @ @   B33 Garretts Green Blakenhale Road/ Outmore Road
 Blakenhale Primary School opened 1947 in temporary buildings of the former Bordesley Green School with accommodation for 780 children. Permanent buildings were provided for the juniors 1950 and infants 1951; in 1961 there were 22 classrooms.


@ @ @   B33 Glebe Farm/ Kitts Green Audley Road/ Glebe Farm Road
 Audley Road Council School opened 1933 in temporary buildings for 192 juniors and infants. In 1934 the permanent block accommodating 432 children opened and the temporary huts were then used for Audley Road County Modern School until 1935 when a permanent block for seniors opened. The temporary huts were used by the infant school from 1936. Glebe Farm community centre provided extra accommodation from 1936. The senior school closed 1941 and the buildings were taken over by the Civil Defence during World War 2. During the war junior and senior departments were damaged by German bombs; repaired 1953 and 1948 respectively. The secondary school reopened 1947, was renamed Audley County Modern School 1954; in 1961 there were 400 boys and girls on roll. From 1953 Glebe Farm Baptist Church was used as additional accommodation by the juniors. In 1954 the school was renamed Audley Primary School; in 1961 there were 14 classrooms.


@ @ @   B33 Kitts Green Lea Village 
 Lea Village Council School opened 1930 for juniors and infants in temporary buildings; permanent buildings opened 1939 for juniors and seniors; more buildings opened 1941 and the school reorganised for senior boys, senior girls, juniors and infants. 1945 the senior departments became separate schools, Lea Village Boys County Modern School and Lea Village Girls County Modern School; additional accommodation for 195 in huts; number on roll 1961 570 boys, 540 girls. This became Mirfield School c1970 and closed by 1980. The junior and infant school had 20 classrooms 1955; 1958 the infant department closed replaced by Meadway County Infants School; 1961 the junior school had 8 classrooms.


@ @ @   B33 Kitts Green/ Lea Village Gossey Lane
 The Meadway County Infants School was built with 6 classrooms 1958 to replace Lea Village School infants’ department. Now Gossey Lane Junior and Infant School.


@ @ @   B33 Kitts Green Hurstcroft Road/ Ridpool Road
 Ridpool Road Council School for juniors and infants opened 1937 in temporary buildings; average attendance 1938 was 339; additional accommodation was provided 1938 in Yardley Church hall; the permanent buildings were opened 1939 to accommodate 960 juniors and infants; 18 classrooms and a nursery 1961.


@ @ @   B33 Stechford Lyttleton Road
 Corpus Christi RC School opened 1934 in chapel buildings which accommodated 240 primary children; the buildings were enlarged 1936; the school became aided 1953; accommodation 1961 was 5 classrooms.


@ @ @   B33 Stechford/ Lea Hall Whittington Oval
 Whittington Oval Council School opened 1938 with accommodation for 768 juniors and infants. The school was badly damaged by a German bomb 1940 and quickly repaired; site extended 1948; accommodation 1961 18 classrooms. Now known as The Oval Primary School.


@ @ @   B33 Tile Cross East Meadway/ St Giles Road
 Archbishop Williams RC Secondary School opened 1956; number on roll 1961 600.


@ @ @   B33 Tile Cross Tile Cross Road
 Tile Cross Temporary County Primary School opened 1949 in temporary buildings to accommodate 200 juniors and infants; additional accommodation was taken up in St Peter’s Church hall Haywood Road 1952-1954; accommodation 1961 14 classrooms.


@ @ @   B33 Sheldon Dorncliffe Avenue
 Elms Farm Infants School opened 1954; accommodation 1961 8 classrooms. The junior school opened the following year; accommodation 1961 8 classrooms.


@ @ @   B33 Tile Cross East Meadway
 Our Lady’s RC Primary School opened 1956 with 7 classrooms.


@ @ @   B33 Tile Cross Leycroft Avenue/ Gressel Lane
 Byng Kenrick Girls County Grammar School opened 1958; number on roll 1961 527; now amalgamated with Central Grammar School for boys as Byng Kenrick Central.


@ @ @   B33 Tile Cross Sheldon Hall Avenue/ Gressel Lane
 Sir Wilfred Martineau School opened in Sheldon Hall Avenue 1959; it was originally intended to open separate secondary modern and technical schools but this opened as a bilateral school. Subsequent building took place on the Byng Kenrick Central site in Gressel Lane.


@ @ @   B33 Tile Cross Shirestone Road
 Shirestone County Primary School opened 1953 in new buildings, although accommodation was also taken over from Tile Cross Temporary County Primary School in St Peter’s Church Hall in Haywood Road. A nursery building was opened on the East Meadway side of the site 1954 which subsequently became the infant department. Accommodation 1961 14 classrooms.


@ @ @   B34 Hodge Hill/ Castle Bromwich Heath Way
 The Heathlands County Primary School opened 1950 using additional accommodation in Hodge Hill Gospel church 1952; accommodation 1961 14 classrooms.


@ @ @   B34 Hodge Hill Stechford Road
 Stechford Road Council School opened 1936 in temporary buildings accommodating 96 junior and infant children; permanent buildings opened the following year accommodated 288; accommodation for a further 192 children was built 1943. the school was renamed Hodge Hill County Primary School 1954; accommodation 1961 14 classrooms. Now known as Colebourne Primary School.


@ @ @   B34 Shard End Alderpits Road
 Alderlea County Modern School for boys and girls opened by Birmingham LEA 1954; when Longmeadow Girls County Modern School opened 1956 Alderlea was reorganised for boys only; 1961 there were 700 boys on roll. Demolished.


@ @ @   B34 Shard End Bradley Road
 Timberley County Primary School opened 1952 for infants; the junior block opened 1954; 1961 accommodation 24 classrooms.


@ @ @   B34 Shard End Longmeadow Crescent
 Longmeadow Girls County Modern School opened 1956; number on roll 1961 800. Closed and demolished.


@ @ @   B34 Shard End Hillstone Road
 Hillstone County Primary School was opened 1953 by Birmingham County Borough Council for juniors and infants, enlarged the same year and again 1954. Accommodation 1961 16 classrooms.


@ @ @   B34 Shard End Hurst Lane/ Kitsland Road
 Guardian Angels RC Primary School opened 1955 with 7 classrooms.


@ @ @   B34 Shard End Pencroft Road
 Brownmead County Primary School opened 1952 in Castle Bromwich Methodist church hall School Lane/ Cat Lane accommodating 2 infant classes. 1953-1954 juniors and infants used the former Josiah Mason Orphanage until permanent buildings opened 1954; 15 classrooms.


@ @ @   B36 Hodge Hill Bromford Road/ Greystoke Avenue
 Bromford County Primary School opened for infants 1951; 2 junior classes were held in St Philip & St James church hall 1953-1954; the junior block opened 1954. 1961 15 classrooms. 


@ @ @   B36 Hodge Hill Bromford Road/ Asholme Close
 Hodge Hill County Modern School opened 1958; 1961 630 boys and girls on roll.


@ @ @   B36 Hodge Hill Bromford Road
 Hodge Hill Girls County Grammar School opened 1957; 1961 650 on roll.


@ @ @   B36 Hodge Hill Dreghorn Road
 The Firs County Primary School opened 1956 for juniors and infants; the departments became separate schools 1960 and reunited 1999. Accommodation 1961 14 classrooms.


@ @ @   B36 Hodge Hill Shawsdale Road
 St Wilfred’s RC Primary School opened 1959 with 7 classrooms.


@ @ @   B38 West Heath Rednal Road (east of Orwell Drive)
 West Heath County Primary School opened for infants 1953, for juniors and nursery children 1954; accommodation 1961 was 14 classrooms.


@ @ @   B42 Great Barr Calshot Road
 Calshot County Primary School infant department opened 1948, juniors 1951; 1961 accommodation 16 classrooms.


@ @ @   B42 Perry Barr Dorrington Road
 Dorrington Road Council School opened 1940 with accommodation for 376 children; the school separated into junior and infant departments 1947, a new junior block being built 1949. accommodation 1961 was 22 classrooms.


@ @ @   B42 Perry Beeches Beeches Road
 Beeches Road Council School opened 1935 in temporary buildings accommodating 237 junior and infant children; in 1937 more temporary huts were built as well as permanent wooden buildings with accommodation for 320 seniors; in 1938 permanent blocks were built accommodating 720 juniors and infants with the temporary huts still in use. The senior department closed 1940, the children being transferred to Aldridge Road Council School. The senior buildings were used by the Civil Defence during World War 2 and later by the primary school until 1951. The school was renamed as the Beeches County Primary School 1954 and had 27 classrooms; it is now separate infant and junior schools called Perry Beeches schools. The senior school reopened 1951 with 14 classrooms, was renamed the Beeches County Modern School 1954 and is now Perry Beeches School.


@ @ @   B43 Great Barr Birmingham Road/ Cross Lane
 Holy Name RC Primary School was opened as an aided school by Birmingham County Borough Council just inside the Staffordshire border 1954; accommodation 1961 7 classrooms.


@ @ @   B44 Great Barr Aldridge Road
 Aldridge Road Council School opened with accommodation for 384 juniors and infants 1939, 400 senior boys and 400 senior girls 1940. By 1941 the junior and infant department was overcrowded, the senior boys’ and girls’ departments became separate schools 1945, the infants transferred to Delhurst Road County Primary School 1949 and this school was used for juniors only. The school was renamed Great Barr County Primary School 1954; 1961 accommodation was 18 classrooms. The senior schools were renamed as Great Barr County modern schools 1954 and amalgamated 1955 as Great Barr Comprehensive School with accommodation of 24 classrooms; number on roll 1961 was 1661.


@ @ @   B44 Great Barr Delhurst Road
 Delhurst County Primary School opened for infants 1948, juniors 1949; accommodation 1961 was 9 classrooms. 


@ @ @   B44 Great Barr Greenholm Road
 Greenholm Road County Primary School opened 1953 with 8 classrooms.


@ @ @   B44 Great Barr Sundridge Road
 Sundridge Road Council School opened 1940 in temporary wooden buildings with accommodation for 240 juniors and infants; the school was renamed Sundridge County Primary School 1954; accommodation 1961 was 7 classrooms which with the exception of the hall and administration block were still in huts.


@ @ @   B44 Kingstanding Cranbourne Road
 Cranbourne Road Council School opened 1931 for juniors and infants in temporary buildings; permanent buildings were opened the same year with accommodation for 816 juniors and infant children. The school was renamed Kingsthorne County Primary School 1954; 1961 accommodation 21 classrooms.


@ @ @   B44 Kingstanding Dulwich Road
 Dulwich Road Council School opened 1930 in temporary huts accommodating 384 juniors and infants; permanent buildings for 768 juniors and infants opened 1931, for 800 senior boys and girls 1932. Additional accommodation was provided for 96 juniors in temporary huts and for 100 infants at the Congregational Church in Brackenbury Road 1936, and for seniors in St Luke’s Church Hall 1938. The senior blocks were enlarged 1940; additional accommodation was still needed in the Congregational Church 1943-1948. The senior departments became separate schools 1945, Dulwich Road County Modern School renamed Warren Farm Girls County Modern School and Warren Farm Boys County Boys; number on roll 1961 340 boys, 400 girls. Junior and infant schools renamed Warren Farm 1954, amalgamated as Warren Farm County Primary School 1957; accommodation 11 classrooms and nursery.

@ @ @   B44 Kingstanding Kingsland Road
 Kingsland Road Council School was opened 1935 by Birmingham County Borough Council in temporary buildings accommodating 192 juniors and infants; permanent accommodation for 816 junior girls and infants opened 1937 and the school reorganised for junior boys, junior girls and infants. Renamed 1954, Kingsland County Primary School boys and girls departments amalgamated 1957; accommodation 1961 was 23 classrooms.


@ @ @   B44 Kingstanding Peckham Road
 Peckham Road Council School opened 1931 in temporary buildings then in new blocks accommodating 776 juniors and infants; the seniors moved into the permanent junior block while the juniors remained in the huts. From 1931 the senior department used accommodation at the former Kings Vale Council School; senior girls and boys blocks for 440 were built at Peckham Road 1932 with additional accommodation being taken in Kingstanding Methodist Hall. The senior departments were again enlarged and altered 1940 becoming separate schools 1945. The junior and infant school was renamed Kings Rise County Primary School 1954; 1961 accommodation 13 classrooms. Further accommodation for the seniors was provided in huts at Warren Farm Road 1949 and for boys at St Luke’s Church hall 1951. Peckham Road County Modern Schools were renamed 1954 as Kings Rise Boys County Modern School and Kings Rise Girls County Modern School. 1961 number on roll 500 boys, 480 girls.


@ @ @   B44 Kingstanding Warren Farm Road
 Kingstanding RC School opened 1936 with accommodation for 288 children with the intention of replacing temporary accommodation at Maryvale RC School. The school was renamed Christ the King RC Primary School 1954; in 1961 the school had 7 classrooms.


@ @ @   B44 Kingstanding
 Perry Barr Council School was opened by Staffordshire County Council 1914 with accommodation for 100 children; renamed Kings Vale Council School 1915; additional accommodation in huts 1930. Closed as a separate school 1931 the building was used as an annexe to Peckham Road Council School senior department; and by 1937 as a branch of the Birmingham Art School.


@ @ @   B44 Kingstanding/ New Oscott
 Twickenham Road Council School opened 1930 in temporary huts for 384 juniors and infants; permanent buildings opened the following year to accommodate 816; the huts continued in use for senior children until Dulwich Road Council School (later Warren Farm Schools) opened 1936.. Nursery opened 1943; school renamed 1954 Twickenham County Primary School; accommodation 1961 18 classrooms.


@ @ @   B44 Old Oscott Old Oscott Hill
 Cardinal Wiseman RC Secondary School opened 1955; 1961 number on roll 570.


@ @ @   B45 Rednal Irwin Avenue
 Lickey Road County Primary School opened 1952 by Birmingham County Borough Council for juniors and infants; renamed Rednal Hill County Primary 1953; new infant block 1956; accommodation 1961 15 classrooms.


@ @ @   B45 Rubery Leach Green Lane/ Leach Heath Lane
 St James RC Primary School opened 1959 with 7 classrooms.
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@ @ @   B2 City Centre New Street

No. 135, King Edwards House by Essex & Goodman with J A Suggitt, 1936 is a large block of retail and office building on the site of Barry's King Edward's Grammar School.

@ @ @   B3 Newhall Street

 No.55 Avebury House by Marcus O Type 1911 has mannerist classical detail around a steel frame.

@ @ @   B31 Longbridge Bristol Road South/ Lickey Road/ Longbridge Lane

 Longbridge Works is still often referred to locally as the Austin. Herbert Austin set up first at the Wolseley Work Adderley Park 1901, then with partners moved to Longbridge to make cars in 1905 taking over the former White & Pike’s printing works. In the first 6 months of 1906 23 cars were made; by 1910 1000 workers were employed; by 1914 27 000 workers were making 1500 cars a year. During World War 1 over 20 000 workers here made guns and shells, planes and lorries for the war effort. By the 1930s 112 000 people were employed. Again during World War 2 a workforce of 32 000 made ammunition, and military vehicles; a new factory was built to make planes. Austin, knighted 1918, ennobled 1936, lived at Lickey Grange B60 Old Birmingham Road, and died 1941; he is buried in Lickey churchyard. Meanwhile the factory site continued to grow eventually covering an area of c150 hectares.

@ @ @   B35 Bromford/ Castle Vale Chester Road

 After World War 1 Vickers built a vehicle factory opposite Castle Bromwich Airfield. With the threat of war the Government funded rapid expansion of the military aircraft industry from 1935 and new aircraft factories were built. Known as 'shadow factories' they were run by the existing motor firms; Vickers’ Castle Bromwich Aerodrome Factory was one such. 11 000 Spitfires were built here (300 a week at the peak), pulled across the Chester Road and tested from the airfield, many by Chief Test Pilot Alex Henshaw renowned for his aerobatics. Some 37 000 test flights were carried out. After the war a Spitfire was placed in front of Castle Bromwich Airfield. It was later transferred to the Museum of Science and Industry in Newhall Street and to the Thinktank at Millennium Point in Jennens Row 2001. Vickers is now the Jaguar Castle Bromwich Body plant. B24 Spitfire Road on the Tyburn industrial estate is a late 20th-century commemoration of the nearby factory; Birmingham Civic Society blue plaques on the Jaguar factory and in the grounds of St Cuthbert's Church, Reed, Castle Vale commemorate the Spitfires.

. 
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Although the tram system began in Birmingham in the last quarter of the 19th century, it is included here in the 20th-century section.

By 1833 horse omnibuses ran between Birmingham and seven local towns, stopping wherever they were hailed. Suburban services began in 1834 along the Bristol Road, Hagley Road and Soho Road. After the removal of the tollgates in 1872 when the counties were given responsibility for highway maintenance, horse-drawn buses were run from Birmingham along the former turnpikes to surrounding villages and hamlets, such as Hall Green, which then had no railway line, or which had a railway but no station. Many were to be replaced by horse-trams, steam and then electric trams, although some horse bus routes continued into the early 1900s.
1872 - On 20 May 1872 the first (horse) tram line in the Midlands was opened by Birmingham & District Tramways running from the Birmingham boundary at Hockley Brook (B18 Hockley Flyover) along the Soho Road/ Holyhead Road through Handsworth to West Bromwich. At the main depot at B70 Carters Green the line split, with one route with to Hill Top south of Wednesbury and the other west to Dudley Port. Twelve crimson and cream open-top double-deck horse-drawn cars ran on single-track lines.

1873 - Birmingham Corporation laid a line from Monmouth Street (now B3 Colmore Row at Snow Hill Station) via Hockley Hill to meet the Birmingham & District line and the line was leased to the company. It was not a financial success and at the end of 1873 the Dudley Port branch closed. The Hill Top route was terminated at Carters Green in 1875. By 1876 the company was in financial trouble the Birmingham Tramways and Omnibus Company was set up to run the line.

1876 - The Corporation laid track from Colmore Row, via Paradise Street, Suffolk Street and along the Bristol Road to the Birmingham boundary.

1882 - Birmingham & Aston Tramways Company opened a line from B4 Aston Street in the town centre to B6 Aston Cross; from here a route was laid out to Witton Road via Park Road and Witton Lane, with a loop along Witton Road, Bevington Road and Trinity Road. Services were operated by six steam locomotives and ten open-top double-deckers. The route prospered and more vehicles were bought including some covered coaches. A branch to B23 Salford Bridge opened 1885, but this was a humped Tudor bridge unsuitable for trams and the route continued to Erdington with the company’s horse-bus; furthermore the low Grand Junction Railway bridge at Aston Station would only allow single-deckers under, a depot for which was built near Cuckoo Road. In 1906 the arched bridge was replaced with a girder bridge which allowed electric double-deckers through from the city centre across Salford Bridge (rebuilt 1904) to Erdington.

1884 - The Birmingham Central Tramway Company began an open-car horse-tram service from B4 Old Square to B7 Nechells Park Road replacing the horse bus route of the late 1870s. Subsequent steam-operated routes ran via Highgate to Balsall Heath replacing the horse trams of the 1870s, and to Lozells, Perry Barr, Saltley.

The route to Small Heath reached Victoria Park aka. Small Heath Park by 1885, crossed the Cole on a new bridge which replaced the turnpike bridge 1903 and reached The Swan Yardley by 1907. Trams to Sparkbrook reached the River Cole along the Stratford Road by 1885, reached Four Ways (B28 Fox Hollies Road/ Highfield Road) crossing the River Cole by a new stone balustraded double-arch bridge 1913 replacing the hump-back bridge, and reached the boundary with Shirley near the Robin Hood along a central reservation from Fox Hollies Road 1928.

The Warwick Road needed so much widening, straightening, raising, and draining, and rebridging before lines could be laid that the work was still in progress during World War I. Along the narrowest part of the road through Greet, only a single track could be laid, controlled by traffic lights at either end, probably the first traffic lights in Birmingham. By 1916 lines reached Broad Road and were extended to Shirley Road 1919. Because of the narrowness of the Warwick Road, trams never reached the City boundary; the terminus was on the green at Acocks Green.

Northbound routes left town from Old Square, southbound from LNWR New Street Station.

1885 - Birmingham & Midland Tramways was set up by local businessmen to link Birmingham and Dudley. Its first track leased from the Corporation opened 1885 from B3 Summer Row via the Dudley Road to the city boundary at B18/B67 Cape Hill, continuing later that year to Dudley station with two branches to West Bromwich. The fleet of steam locomotives was housed at the Spon Lane junction depot in West Smethwick. The line was not a success and the company was bought by British Electric Traction 1889 as part of their Black Country electrification scheme.

The line via Great Lister Street to Saltley now had steam trams.
By 1885 central Tramways ran steam-drawn trams along Newtown Row, Birchfield Road, Lozells Road and Witton Road, with a depot off The Broadway. At the weekends trams were overloaded with passengers visiting Aston Lower grounds.

1886 - The Birmingham Central Tramway Company bought the Birmingham Tramways & Omnibus Company’s routes outside the city, while the Corporation continued to lease the lines within the city boundary.

1887 - Aston Urban District Council laid track along Wheeler Street and Lozells Road to Soho Road, later extended by Aston Manor Borough Council along Victoria Road to the Lichfield Road.

1888 - The Colmore Row-Hockley Brook route was converted to an underground cable traction because of the steep climb up Hockley Hill and extended to Handsworth the next year. The depot was at B18 Whitmore Street, off Hockley Hill.

1890 - The Bristol Road route to Bournbrook was reconstructed and subsequently operated with double-deck open-top battery-electric cars which lasted until 1901 when they were replaced by trams using overhead electric cables.

1896 - The City of Birmingham Tramways Company took over the Birmingham Central Tramway Company.

1902 - Aston Manor Urban District Council bought up the lines within its boundary previously leased to the Birmingham & Aston Tramway Company. Aston UDC electrified the line and leased it to the City of Birmingham Tramway Company.

1903 - By now British Electric Traction had acquired a controlling interest and began expansion as part of its Black Country system. British Electric Traction formed the Birmingham & Midland Joint Tramways Committee 1903 with its subsidiaries, Birmingham & Midland, Dudley, Stourbridge & District, South Staffordshire and Wolverhampton District tramways. Common fares and through timetabling were in place by 1907. However, the company had problems with the large number of separate agreements with the many local authorities, some of whom also ran their own tramways. When West Bromwich Corporation refused to renew leases on its tracks 1924, the system was not viable and by 1930 the Birmingham & Midland Tramways Joint Committee was no more. 
At Witton Cross the Borough of Aston Manor Tram Depot was built, now the Transport Museum.

1904 - By 1904 Birmingham Corporation owned all tracks within its boundary and began its own tramway operations. When the lease on Birmingham’s section of the Birmingham & Aston Tramways expired the Corporation took over the line, electrified it and re-opened it from Steelhouse Lane to the boundary. An electrified route followed B12 Stoney Lane by 1904 as far the Barracks at Eton Road, then the city boundary. As the City of Birmingham Tramway Company’s leases expired they were taken over by the Corporation, all by 1912.

1906 - All lines were gradually electrified using overhead cables including the horse-bus route via Gooch Street, Longmore Street, Mary Street and Park Road to Moseley which had been replaced by trams and which also served Cannon Hill Park and Edward Road. This route had reached Alcester Lanes End 1904.

The Nechells route was due to be one of the first to be electrified, but due to local opposition to the overhead cables it was the last. After electrification a tram depot was built at B7 Longacre.  The steam tram route had been along Prospect Row, Ashted Row and Great Francis Street to join the earlier route along Vauxhall Road, Bloomsbury Street and Saltley Road; after electrification the line went through Nechells via a loop along Nechells Park Road and Long Acre.

The Dudley Road route was electrified 1906 and a new lines were laid along Lodge Road, Heath Street and Icknield Port Road. Trams went via Smethwick and Oldbury to termini at Dudley, Bearwood, and Soho Station via Heath Street. There was a tram depot in Rosebery Street. Another tram route went along Holloway Head, Islington Row, Ladywood Road, Monument Road, and Icknield Port Road.

1918 - After World War 1 the city’s tramway system was developed into a network of long routes from the city centre to the boundaries. Connections were made with the BET (Birmingham & Midland) Black Country network at Ladywood and with the South Staffordshire Company at Handsworth.

1922 - Although developments in the network were still being made, this year marked the beginning of the end of the tramway system. Trams were now causing hold-ups to the increasing road traffic. One of the worst causes for complaint was the tram route to Nechells where trams were abandoned and replaced by trolleybuses.

1924 - Birmingham Corporation took over the West Bromwich lease so that Birmingham trams could run to Dudley. And in 1928 the Corporation took over the mainline route to Dudley of the Birmingham & Midland Tramway Company, known as the Birmingham District Power & Traction Company from 1912.

1924 - The last major tram route opened to Stechford.

1930 -The routes to Boulton Road and along the Hagley Road were abandoned. By 1939 the Dudley, Lozells, Stratford Road, West Bromwich and Yardley routes had all been closed. Much of the system remained in use, however, throughout World War 2 until 1947 when wholesale closure started.

1953 - On 4 July 1953 the last three routes to Erdington, Short Heath and Pype Hayes closed simultaneously.
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Birmingham Trolleybuses
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1922 - By 1920 the Nechells tramway, originally opened 1884, was in poor repair; after viewing Bradford's experimental double-deck trolleybuses Birmingham Transport Committee decided to convert the tramline and 12 double-decker trolleybuses were ordered from Leeds. After the trams the smooth quiet ride on the trolleybuses attracted 50% more passengers. Birmingham's was not the first municipal trolleybus service, but it was the first to replace a tram route with trolleybuses. In 1926 No.17 came into service, the last solid-tyred bus. Most original buses were replaced in the early 1930s.

1934 - By now the Coventry Road tramway to Yardley was also in poor repair, the trams were old and the route no longer profitable. The Transport Committee ordered 50 GEC trolleybuses, the bodies of which were to be manufactured by the Metropolitan-Cammell Carriage and Wagon Company; they came into service from Coventry Road depot 1934.

1936 - Part of Sheldon amalgamated with Birmingham 1931, and the Coventry Road line was extended to Sheldon 1936 with 12 more trolleybuses the following year.

1938 - When the tram routes lease beyond Birmingham Handsworth to West Bromwich and Dudley expired 1938 West Bromwich Corporation also wanted to introduce trolleybuses. However, Birmingham's opposition prevailed and the services were replaced by buses.

1939 - With the outbreak of World War 2 1939 Nechells gas and electric works, railway yards, locomotive depot and military factories were recognised as targets for enemy action. Because of the sparks caused by trolleybuses on the overhead wires and visible from the air at night, it was decided to suspend Nechells trolleybus services until the war ended. They were replaced by motor buses 30 September 1940; the trolleybuses returned to Washwood Heath Depot and stored at Sampson Road. As a result of bomb damage sustained by the tram system in the rest of the city, overhead wiring and other parts from the Nechells system were used for repairs. With so much missing it was impossible to reintroduce trolleybuses 1945; they were scrapped and motor buses continued the service.

In 1938 Land Rover had opened a new engine manufacturing site at Lode Lane, Solihull 1939. Midland Red operated bus services outside the Birmingham boundary and providing sufficient buses to the site was a problem. Taking into account the wartime petrol shortage, it was decided that extending the Coventry Road trolleybus route would be a better than laying on extra buses. A private road to the plant opened 1941.

1951 - After the war the Nechells trolleybus route was abandoned, but the Coventry Road service continued. However, of the 74 trolleybuses 50 were due to be replaced. This was a very small proportion of Birmingham's fleet which numbered over 400 trams and 1500 buses. Furthermore, the City had been able to take advantage of its own cheap home-produced electricity, but with the advent of electricity nationalisation, the Transport Committee decided to abandon electric trolleybuses for motorbuses. On Saturday 30 June 1951 the last service trolleybus No.45 left Albert Street at 11.02 pm; trolleybus No.90 carried an official party from the depot at 10.45 pm for the last journey into the city and returning at midnight. The trolleybuses had lasted 28 years survived by over 200 trams, the vehicles they were to have replaced; the trams were replaced by buses two years later 1953. Birmingham's was the only system where the trams outlived the trolleybuses. The introduction of trolleybuses was not generally popular with passengers: motor buses in comparison were noisier, bumpier and slower. Passengers had to walk further to bus-stops when some trolleybus stops were removed because the electrically-powered trolleybuses were able to cope better with frequent stopping and starting and better acceleration.

The only Birmingham trolleybus to have survived was an ex-demonstrator which had never been painted in Birmingham livery and was converted to a motor bus when it was sold on from Birmingham.

The Walsall system survived until the 1970s when the West Midlands transport systems were amalgamated under the West Midlands Passenger Transport executive.

(Some information here from the British Bus Archives website.)
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War Memorials GAZETTEER

from World War 1, World War 2, and others

**@ @ @   Section incomplete ***

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Broad Street/ Centenary Square  Paid for by public subscription to commemorate over 12 000 Birmingham citizens who died in World War 1, the Hall of Memory in Portland stone was opened by Prince Arthur of Connaught 4 July 1925. Also now commemorated here are the dead of World War 2, Korea, Vietnam and the Falklands. Outside are four large bronze figures by Albert Toft representing the Army, Navy, Air Force and the Women's Services. Inside are three art-deco panels by William Bloye: Call, Front Line and Return. At right angles to Broad Street in front of the ICC entrance was built a colonnade also of Portland stone; this was removed to the Peace Gardens at the former St Thomas' church, Bath Row when centenary square was laid out 1989. The Hall of Memory is open to the public and the pages of Book of Remembrance on display are turned daily.

@ @ @   B1 City Centre Colmore Row/ Victoria Square
 The City Treasurer's Department World War One Memorial

On the second floor of the Council House this memorial of glazed tiles surmounted by the City's coat-of-arms is in an area not normally open to the public except by arrangement.

THIS TABLET IS ERECTED TO THE UNFADING MEMORY OF THE UNDER-MENTIONED MEN OF THE CITY TREASURER'S DEPARTMENT WHO WHILST SERVING IN HIS MAJESTY'S FORCES DURING THE GREAT WAR OF 1914 MADE THE SUPREME SACRIFICE.

F N BANWELL C H BILLINGSLEY F L FINDON ALFRED GOODE

A H MAULIN C W MOULD C H PERKINS A T PICKLES

WHO DIES IF ENGLAND LIVES?
The City Treasurer's Department World War Two Memorial

On the first floor of the Council House is a marble slab with a prominent bronze relief by Reginald A Lewis 1943 depicting St George killing the dragon. This too is in an area not normally open to the public except by arrangement.

IN MEMORY OF THOSE MEMBERS OF THE TREASURER'S DEPARTMENT WHO MADE THE SUPREME SACRIFICE

IN THE SECOND WORLD WAR 1939-45

K W ADAMS 
C T A BLOWER
R L W FERRER 
B G FLAVELL D T FOSTER 
H A HUNT 

G E JOHNSON 
H C MARTIN H W POWIS 

H K SHEASBY 
E S SMITH

R B SMITH T J R SMITH 
W. H. WALKER 
J W WHITEHOUSES H WILSON 
G N WISE
@ @ @   B1 City Centre Broad Street/ Centenary Square

 Public Works & Town Planning Department Memorial

A large bronze memorial surmounted by a full-colour enamel City coat-of-arms is to be removed from the first floor of Baskerville House which is being converted into a hotel; the memorial will be probably be removed to the Council House.

PUBLIC WORKS & TOWN PLANNING DEPARTMENT

1914 - 1918

ADCOCK A J ALLUM B C BAKER R F BALLARD A BAYLISS F HBAYLISS W F BELLAMY A BERRY J BINYON G BOND J BOND RBOUGH T BRAIN H J BROMWICH H BURGIN W R BURTON J

CASHMORE W E CHANDLER E R CLAYTON E CLEWES A E

COLE F CORNWALL W G COSGROVE A H COTTON W CROOKE C C

DIXON W E DUNKLEY J E DIXSON W E EDGWORTH W FELLOWS S

FINCH O FINLEY F FISHER G FLORENCE T FOX J H GARNER C J

GODFREY H GRIFFIN C GRIFFITHS J T GRIFFITHS W J GRIMMITT G

HARE W H HARLAND A E HEMMING G H Hill A E Hill W T

HOLLIS A HUNT G E HUNT W JIMES A JONES C H JUKES R G

KEEN H D LEWIS G H MALIN J MANSBRIDGE A E MARTIN W J

MAXFIELD T MACEWING F J MCQUAKER D MOGG C MOORE T

NASH F O C NASH S NODEN F W OWEN F G PARKER S

PARSONS C W PEACH E J PERKINS H PHILLIPS G PITTS A

POWELL E ROBERTS J ROBINSON F ROGERS H G RYAN A E

SCATTERGOOD H SCRIVENS W SEDGWICK F SMITH A B

SMITH A F SMITH A L SMITH E SMITH R J STODDARD W TALBOT H

TAYLOR GT TAYLOR H R TEALE E G TREADWELL H WALKER A J

WALKER W H WALTON F WARBURTON B WARD J H WEST L

WILKES W E WILKINS E N WILSON A H WITHERFORD C WIXLEY T

WOODCOCK A YARDLEY E YATES E H YOUNGMANLEE H B

1939 - 1945

ARKEL L G BAILEY C J BOND J S BROOKES W CLARKE W A

COLLETT A E COTTAN F C DENTON D DESBOROUGH R V

DOBBINS W DYKE L A J FARNELL J FOSTER C W GASKINS A

GLEITWITZ F HANDY W HIME A H JAMES P P JENKINS A

MUNDAY W J A NEWMAN W J ORTON G J OWEN G W PARSONS J

PATERSON C C RANSOM C T SHUTT J SMALLMAN N E

STOCKALL W TAYLOR J TEW E J WALKER W C WALL W E

WILLIAMS E G

THESE MEN DIED FOR US IN THE GREAT WARS. THEIR NAMES ARE

RECORDED HERE THAT THE LIVING MAY HONOUR AND REMEMBER.
@ @ @   B1 City Centre Colmore Row/ Victoria Square
 Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery War Memorial

A marble tablet on the staircase at the end of the Bridge Gallery commemorates damage caused by a bombing raid 22 November 1940.

THE SECOND WORLD WAR 1939-1945DURING THE NIGHT OF NOV 22ND 1940 SIX OF THE FEENEY ART GALLERIES WERE DESTROYED BY A BOMB. DAMAGE WAS ALSO DONE TO THE BRIDGE GALLERY AND THE NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM. NO HARM OCCURRED TO ANY MEMBER OF THE STAFF. THE EXHIBITS HAD ALREADY BEEN REMOVED TO PLACES OF SAFETY.

@ @ @   B3 City Centre Margaret Street

 Birmingham Education Committee World War One Memorial

On the first floor of the Education Department offices this is a large memorial in polished bronze; the memorial is in an area not normally open to the public except by arrangement.

.

TO THOSE WHO IN THE SERVICE OF THE BIRMINGHAM EDUCATION COMMITTEE WHO FELL IN THE GREAT WAR 1914 - 1918

THAT THEIR NAMES MAY BE HELD IN HONOUR AND THEIR SACRIFICE BE REMEMBERED WITH PRIDE.

ADAMS J ALLAN J S HAMPTON J H BARRATT H BARRATT J F BATESON H S

BEDDOES C J BENNETT J E F T BENNETT J W BENNETT W F BENSON W

BOLTON W G BRETT-NURSE N V BRINDLE H BUTLER F H CHRISTIE R L

CLARE C CLARKE H COOPER N I DANIELS F DIXON H I DOBSON W G

DUGARD P W EDWARDS A J ELDRIDGE J T ENOCH G T EVANS A W

EVANS FT FARMER G H FORD A H GAFFEY T GLOVER L F GOSSAGE W

GROVE F W HANDS T P HARCOURT W HOSTLER A C HULL E C

JELLEYMAN H W JEPHSON H JINKS P G KAYE A E LAWRENCE R R

LESTER E W MEACHAM A E MERRICK L S MOON S H MOORE V W

MORGAN J G MORRIS F C MOUZER F NEWMAN A OSBORN A G OVENS C L

PICKERING F S PIPER H PRICE AV PROCTOR A C RANDALL H A

RICHARDSON F RICHARDSON J F RIDER F ROBINSON A G SEDGLEY J P

SHEIL B R SLADE W J SMITH B SMITH W G STEVENS H STOKES A W

STONE I H STRICKLEY W STYLER F W SUMMERS O TONGUE J W

TREVOR J O VAUGHN L M VOYCE W C WALES L W WALKER E A

WALSH H F WARD L WARRINER J A L WATKIN A C WHATMORE L W

WILLIAMS O J WILLIS O P WITCOME R A

SEE YE TO IT THAT THESE SHALL NOT HAVE DIED IN VAIN.

Birmingham Education Committee World War Two Memorial

The World War 2 Memorial is designed to match that of World War 1 on the wall above it

.

TO THOSE WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES

IN THE SECOND GREAT WAR 1939 - 1945

ASTELL N F BELCHER M S BILNEY R T J BREAKER J

BRENNAN G V BUCKLEY H D CAVILL R J W CHAPMAN J E

CHRISTIAN F A DAVIES E DAWSON G E EDGE E T

FINERON F W GREEN G W HENDERSON T R JENKINS J I

JENKINS W H JENKINSON E A JOHNSON G A LADBURY R O

LAD J C MCBRIDE A MOODY G T MUNNE W I OWEN A E

PETTET H W REEVE F C ROACH G F ROBSON J L

SHAKESPEARE P SOUTHALL G TAYLOR H TRELOAR A L

WEBB F R WESTWOOD A T WILLIAMS T D

@ @ @   B3 City Centre Chamberlain Square/ Chamberlain Place
 Now in the Central Library the Royal Warwickshire Regiment War Memorial 1899 by an unknown sculptor stood outside the present library site opposite the Museum and Art Gallery entrance until 1951; it was originally a drinking fountain. The memorial has a bronze statue of the regimental badge, a gazelle, and lists the fallen.

IN MEMORY OF ALL RANKS OF THE ROYAL WARWICKSHIRE REGIMENT

WHO FELL IN BATTLE, DIED OF WOUNDS OR SICKNESS,

IN THE COURSE OF THE SOUDAN CAMPAIGN 1898.

DULCE ET DECORUM EST PRO PATRIA MORI

(ed. Latin: It is right and proper to die for your country.)

THIS FOUNTAIN IS ERECTED BY SUBSCRIPTION AMONGST ALL RANKS PAST AND PRESENT OF THE REGT.

@ @ @   B12 Edgbaston Cannon Hill Park
 The South African War Memorial in Cannon Hill Park is by Albert Toft and commemorates the dead of the South African 1899-1902. It was erected at the instigation of The Birmingham Mail, paid for by public subscription  and unveiled 23 January 1906.
Staffordshire-born Toft who exhibited at the Royal Academy was known for his portrait busts and later for classical nudes; a full-length female nude, Spring 1897 is now in Birmingham Art Gallery.


>>>     B12 Edgbaston Cannon Hill Park Queens Drive
 The Scouts Memorial was unveiled in 1924 by the Duke of York (later King George VI) in memory of boy scouts who died in World War 1.

@ @ @   B12 Balsall Heath Edward Road/ Mary Street

 Balsall Heath War Memorial set into the church wall on Edward Road was originally at St Paul's Church on the Moseley Road/ St Pauls Road until 1980 when the church was demolished and the new one built on Mary Street.

@ @ @   B27 Acocks Green Shirley Road

 Acocks Green War Memorial

This memorial outside Acocks Green Library was made by J White and Sons, monumental stonemasons of Yardley. It consists of a cenotaph and wall plaque; the gardens were relaid 1980.

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.

THE GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE

CREATED BY THE ACOCKS GREEN BRANCH

IN MEMORY OF FALLEN COMRADES

UNVEILED BY MR. O. F. GLOSTER (BRANCH PRESIDENT)

ON SUNDAY 8TH AUGUST 1965

DEDICATED BY REV. C. H. IBALL ST. MARY'S THE VIRGIN. CHURCH

FUNDS RAISED BY BRANCH AND WOMEN'S SECTION

TOGETHER WITH DONATIONS FROM LOCAL RESIDENTS

AND TRADESPEOPLE.

@ @ @   B33 Stechford Five Ways/ Albert Road/ Yardley Fields Road

 Stechford War Memorial

@ @ @   B35 Castle Vale Chester Road/ Tangmere Drive

 The Spitfire Sculpture. In a project co-ordinated by Castle Vale Housing Action Trust artist Tim Tolkien was commissioned to create a gateway sculpture as part of the regeneration of the housing estate. In consultation with residents Tolkien created a dramatic steel sculpture over 15 metres high depicting a flight of 3 half-size Spitfires peeling off. The project took 3 years to complete, the 62 tonnes of steelwork being made at Jaguar Cars opposite. This plant, formerly Castle Bromwich Aerodrome Factory was built 1940 to produce planes for the war effort, most significantly the Spitfire, some 12 000 of which were made here before 1945. Over 37 000 test flights were made from Castle Bromwich Aerodrome now the site of Castle Vale estate; the chief test pilot was Alex Henshaw. The work set in 400 tonnes of concrete was unveiled 14 November 2000. 
After the war a Spitfire had been placed in front of Castle Bromwich Airfield. It was later transferred to the Museum of Science and Industry in Newhall Street and to the Thinktank at Millennium Point in Jennens Row 2001.

@ @ @   B73 Sutton Coldfield King Edward Square

 Sutton Coldfield War Memorial in front of Sutton Town Hall was unveiled 1 November 1922 by Field Marshall Robertson. After a competition three shortlisted designs were put before the Sutton Coldfield Town Council. Francis William Doyle Jones' winning entry depicts a life-size soldier in full fighting kit cast in bronze standing on a granite plinth.

@ @ @   B73 Sutton Coldfield Boldmere Clifton Road

 Boldmere Swimming Club War Memorial

This memorial originally in Sutton Park now stands in the foyer of Wyndley Leisure Centre Swimming Baths and depicts an adult teaching a child to swim. Sculpted by Benjamin Creswick 1920 it was cast in the back garden of his home 'Elmwood' in Jockey Road.

THIS STATUE WHICH FORMERLY STOOD IN SUTTON PARK, WAS PRESENTED TO THE BOROUGH IN 1921 BY THE BOLDMERE SWIMMING CLUB IN MEMORY OF CLUB MEMBERS WHO FELL IN THE 1914-18 WAR

The Battle of Britain Tapestry at RAF Manston

The Battle of Britain Tapestry was conceived by Flight Lieutenant R B Crook while in hospital at RAF Halton at the end of World War II. He wanted to create an embroidered copy of Hugh Easton's 48-pane Battle of Britain window in the Royal Air Force Chapel at Westminster Abbey to give injured pilots occupational therapy and the chance to contribute practically to the RAF Benevolent Fund. However, having painted and partially sewn 2 panels he was discharged and the project was forgotten.

Forty years later Crook was living in Kings Heath and a member of the local Royal British Legion; with the Battle of Britain's 50th anniversary approaching in 1990, he made plans to bring his idea back to life. 11 artists painted the 48 tapestry panels to be sewn by members of the Embroiderers Guild. Each panel took some 100 hours for artwork and 250 hours for sewing being made up of some 48 000 stitches; the whole weighs c60 kg. Five years later on the Battle of Britain's 50th anniversary, 15 September 1990, the completed work was presented to the Queen as the RAF Benevolent Fund's patron. In 1997 it was moved from Heathrow Airport and put on display at RAF in the Manston Spitfire and Hurricane Memorial Building.

World War 2

**@ @ @   Section incomplete ***

@ @ @   B24 Erdington Montague Road

Erdington was the first suburb in Birmingham to be bombed in World War 2; on 9 August 1940 a German bomber dropped eight bombs resulting in Birmingham's first fatality, Jimmy Fry of Montague Road.
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Cross-references are shown in bold italic.

Many of the people listed here appear elsewhere in the document. Run a search to find further references.

A - Biography
Allday, Joseph 1798-1861

Better known as Joey Allday he joined his brothers in the wire-drawing business. After quarrelling and dissolving partnership in 1824, one of his brothers published a pamphlet about the affair, and Joey did likewise. This became a periodical, The Mousetrap, his own articles pseudonymed ‘Argus’. His next venture, the Argus 1828 was more popular, not to say notorious, though equally unprofitable. It was a monthly literary and theatrical miscellany which developed into something of a scandal rag attacking local public figures. Allday was frequently sued for damages. Eventually his printer was arrested for libel, his types and presses confiscated; and Allday was also found guilty and sentenced to 10 months in prison. However, credit must be given to Allday for the exposure of numerous abuses. His efforts to stop to the cruelties connected with the system of imprisonment for debt led in great part to the abolition of the local Courts of Requests. His exposure of the treatment of prisoners in the town jail led to the Gaol Atrocity Enquiry. He became a town councillor and alderman, a Poor Law Guardian and Chairman of the Board, Parish Warden for St Martin's and nonetheless an opponent of church rates and founder of the Ratepayers' Protection Society and a popular leader of the Conservative party. Though he had made many enemies during his lifetime. there were few who spoke ill of him at the time of his death, the result of a fall 2 October 1861. 

Allen, Walter 1911-1995

Walter Allen was born the son a silversmith in a working-class area of Aston 1911. He won a scholarship to King Edward's Grammar School Aston but is quoted as saying that he learned more from Birmingham Central Library’s Reference section. He read English at Birmingham University from 1929 and was associated with Henry Reed and Louis MacNeice. After graduating he wrote for the local press before becoming literary editor of The New Statesman 1960. Known in this country as a radio broadcaster, he undertook lecture tours of the USA and elsewhere from the mid-1950s. In 1967 he became Professor of English at Ulster University before leaving to teach in America. Walter Allen wrote several novels rooted in Birmingham working-class life. All in a Lifetime 1959, based on his father’s memories, is considered his best novel. The English Novel: a short critical history 1954 and Tradition and Dream 1964 became standard works of literary criticism. 

Anthony, Kenny Davis 1951-

The Honourable Dr Kenny Anthony was born 8 January 1951. An alumnus of Birmingham University, he became Labour Prime Minister of Saint Lucia 1997. 


Amos, Valerie Ann 1954-

Amos was born 13 March 1954 in Guyana, studied at Warwick University, Birmingham University and East Anglia University. She is now the Right Hon Baroness Amos of Brondesbury, a Labour life peer and Leader of the House of Lords. When appointed Secretary of State for International Development 2003 following Clare Short’s resignation, she became the first black woman to sit in the Cabinet; she was made Leader of the Lords the same year. 

Armatrading, Joan Anita Barbara 1950-

Born in Basseterre, Saint Kitts 9 December 1950 and brought up in Birmingham from 1958, Joan Armatrading is a singer, songwriter, and guitarist. Her first guitar was a gift from her mother, allegedly a pawn shop exchange for two old prams. By the early 1970s she had moved to London and released her first record, Whatever's for Us. She has had several British hit singles, but her main appeal now is as an album artist. Armatrading played for Nelson Mandela on his 70th birthday at Wembley Stadium; in 1999 she was asked to write a tribute song to the former president. She was nominated twice as Best Female Vocalist for the Brit awards and twice for the American Grammys. She received the Ivor Novello awarded for Outstanding Contemporary Song Collection 1996. In 2001 after fiv5e years of study Armatrading received her BA (Hons) Open University Degree in History. She has also been awarded an Honorary Degree from Birmingham University and Honorary Fellow of John Moores University, Liverpool. She was elected President of Women of The Year in the United Kingdom in 2005 for a 5-year term.

Armstrong, David 1946-
Born in Birmingham and leaving secondary school with no qualifications, David Armstrong later read English at the Cardiff University. While teaching at a college of further education in Shropshire he published his first book, Night's Black Agents in 1993, a novel set on the canals of Birmingham and the West Midlands which was short-listed by the Crime Writers' Association as a best first crime novel. As well as four more novels Armstrong has also published poetry, short stories, stage plays and newspaper articles. In 2003, his first non-fiction title, How Not to Write a Novel, out-sold all his other titles put together.

Armstrong, Hilary Jane 1945-

Born 30 November 1945 in Sunderland, Armstrong was educated at Monkwearmouth Comprehensive School, West Ham College of Technology and Birmingham University. The daughter of Labour MP Ernest Armstrong, she won her father's North West Durham seat on his retirement 1987; she was promoted to the Cabinet as Chief Whip at the 2001 election.

Asbury, Francis 1745-1816

Born in Handsworth of Methodist parents, Asbury became a local preacher at the age of 18 and was ordained a minister at 22. In 1771 he travelled to America; when the American War of Independence broke out 5 years later he was the only Methodist minister to remain in America. In 1784 John Wesley named Asbury and Thomas Coke as co-superintendents of the work in America. This marked the beginning of the Methodist Episcopal Church of the America of which Asbury was the head for the next 32 years. He travelled extensively and preaching in all sorts of places: courthouses, pubs, tobacco houses, fields, public squares, wherever a crowd gathered to hear him. For the rest of his life he rode on average 6000 miles a year, preaching almost every day. In his time the church grew from 1200 to 214 000 members with 700 ordained preachers. Asbury's childhood home in Sandwell is now a museum.

Aston, Francis William 1877-1945
Francis Aston was born in Harborne September 1877; he was educated at Harborne Vicarage School and at Malvern College and entered Mason College, later Birmingham University, where he studied chemistry from 1894. While working as a brewery chemist he became interested in physics and devised new pumps for evacuating vessels. Aston went to work at the Cavendish Laboratory Cambridge studying positive rays 1909 and found evidence of two neon isotopes. During World War 1 1914-1918 he worked at the Royal Aircraft Establishment, Farnborough, where he studied the effect of atmospheric conditions on aeroplane fabrics. Returning to the Cavendish 1919 Aston’s work on neon led to his invention of the mass spectrograph whose electromagnetic focussing enabled him to use the difference in mass of the two neon isotopes to separate them. This work led to his discovery of a further 212 natural isotopes. Later work provided an important basis for atomic research. He was elected a fellow of Trinity College 1920, fellow of the Royal Society 1921; in the same year he received the Nobel Prize. He died at Cambridge 20 November 1945.

Attwood, Thomas 1783-1856

Born 6 October 1783 in Halesowen, Attwood joined his father’s banking firm in Birmingham in 1800. In 1811 he was elected high bailiff of Birmingham and subsequently became concerned with fairer representation in the House of Commons; the new large industrialised towns had no separate representation in parliament and the right to vote was based on property ownership. Attwood and fifteen others met to form the Birmingham Political Union for the Protection of Public Rights 14 December 1829; the BPU united the middle- and lower-classes in the movement for fairer representation in parliament and became a major influence on the government’s passing of the Reform Act 1832. Its first meeting 25 January 1830 attracted 15,000 people and the BPU petition demanding parliamentary reform carried 30,000 signatures. Subsequent meetings on Newhall Hill attracted campaigners from across the west Midlands numbering as many as 200 000, at that time the greatest gathering ever held in England.
The BPU’s aims were set out at its inaugural meeting. The House of Commons ‘in its present state, is evidently too far removed in habits, wealth and station, from the wants and interests of the lower and middle classes of the people... The great agricultural interests of all kinds are well represented there. The landed interest, the church, the law, the monied interest - all these have engrossed, as it were, the House of Commons into their own hands ... But the interests of industry and of trade have scarcely any representatives at all! These, the most vital interests of the nation, the sources of all its of all its strength, are comparatively unrepresented.’ After the Reform Act Attwood was elected a MP for Birmingham and sat in the House of Commons ouse of coomountil 1839. He died 6 March 1856 at Great Malvern.

Auden, W H 1907-1973

Wystan Hugh Auden was born in York 21 February 1907, the third of three sons. In 1908 the family moved to Birmingham when his father became the city’s School Medical Officer and Professor of Public Health at Birmingham University. Growing up first in Solihull and later Harborne he often travelled by train to Wolverhampton. The urban and industrial landscapes of smoky chimneys, factories and warehouses, canals and furnaces were a lifelong fascination. He wrote about the view from the Birmingham-Wolverhampton train in ‘Letter To Lord Byron’:
On economic, health, or moral grounds
It hasn't got the least excuse to show:
No more than chamber pots or otter hounds:
But let me say before it has to go
It's the most lovely country that I know
Clearer than Scafell Pike, my heart has stamped on
The view from Birmingham to Wolverhampton. . . . 
Tramlines and slagheaps, pieces of machinery,
That was, and still is, my ideal scenery.

He attended St Edmund’s School Hindhead, Surrey 1915-1920 where he met Christopher Isherwood, and Gresham's School in Holt, Norfolk 1920-1925. He was primarily interested in science, especially geology, and intended to be a mining engineer, but in 1922 a classmate suggested he write poetry. In 1925 he enrolled at Christ Church College Oxford where he met such literary intellectuals as C. Day Lewis, Louis MacNeice, and Stephen Spender. After graduation 1928 Auden spent a year in Berlin before returning to become a schoolteacher in Scotland and later England for the next five years. Before World War 2 Auden became a hero of the left. He visited Iceland with MacNeice, China with Isherwood, and Spain 1937. In 1939 he settled in the USA becoming a US citizen 1946. From 1948 Auden would leave New York to spend April to October on the Italian island of Ischia; in 1957 he bought a house in Austria where he spent the summers. From 1956-1961 he was Professor of Poetry at Oxford. In 1972 in failing health Auden moved from New York to Oxford, where he was an honorary fellow at Christ Church. On the evening of 28 September 1973, he gave a poetry reading in Vienna and died that night in his hotel room. With T S Eliot and W B Yeats he was one of the major poets of the 20th century. Auden is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque on Harborne Swimming Baths on Lordswood Road, Harborne.
Austin, Albert 1881 or 1885-1953

Austin’s birth in Birmingham is recorded either as 13 December 1881 or 1885.) He was an actor, film actor, director and script writer in the era of silent films working for Charlie Chaplin's company. He can be seen in supporting roles in many of Chaplin's films, and working for him as his assistant director. He died 17 August 1953 in North Hollywood, California.

Austin, Herbert 1866-1941

Herbert Austin was born at Little Missenden in Buckinghamshire 8 November 1866. After Rotherham Grammar School and Brampton College, he emigrated at the age of 17 with his uncle to Australia where he became an engineering apprentice. He improved sheep shearing machines, and ten years later was sent by his employer Frederick Wolseley to England to supervise their manufacture. In his spare time he built a three-wheeled tiller-steered motor car 1895; the following year his first four-wheeler was exhibited at Crystal Palace. By 1906 he had founded the Longbridge factory covering just over 1 hectare which produced 120 cars a year. By 1914 Austin was producing 1500 cars a year. During World War 1 the factory made munitions; Austin was knighted 1918. After the war he was elected MP for Kings Norton serving for 6 years In 1936 he became Lord Austin of Longbridge. During the inter-war years he designed the Austin 20, the Austin 12 and the Austin 7. Again in 1939 factory production was turned over to the war effort. Lord Austin died 1941.
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Balcon, Michael 1896-1948

Born in Birmingham 19 May 1896 Balcon was educated at George Dixon Grammar School City Road Edgbaston. After World War 1 he collaborated with Birmingham-born Victor Saville forming Victory Motion Pictures in London making advertising films and later feature films. Balcon founded his own company, Gainsborough Pictures which later merged with Gaumont British. Many of his 1930s films are still remembered: eg. The Thirty-Nine Steps and A Yank at Oxford. In 1937 he became executive producer of Ealing Studios and during World War 2 produced many outstanding documentaries followed by the renowned Ealing Comedies including Kind Hearts and Coronets, Passport to Pimlico, Whisky Galore, The Lavender Hill Mob and The Titfield Thunderbolt. Also from Balcon came the classic wartime films, The Cruel Sea and Dunkirk. He was knighted in 1948.

Baldwin, James 1880-1871

Baldwin came to Birmingham in his early teens, worked at a printer's and was an employer at the age of 25 specialising in grocer's printing. He became councillor, alderman and Mayor, and settled on a farm near his own paper mills at Kings Norton where he died 10 December 1871. 

Ball, Joseph Lancaster 1852-1933 
Ball was the first director of the School of Architecture in Birmingham. With W.R. Lethaby, Professor of Architecture at the London Central School of Art & Design, he designed the renowned Eagle Insurance Building 1900 on Colmore Row. 


Bantock, Granville Ransome 1868-1946

Granville Bantock was born 7 August 1868 in Notting Hill, London, son of a Scottish surgeon. He was an eminent composer who is now largely neglected. Bantock became Principal of the Birmingham and Midland Institute BMI School of Music 1900 and lived variously at Broad Meadow, Kings Norton, Elvetham Road and Wheeleys Road Edgbaston, and finally at Metchley Lodge, Harborne which house is the only one still standing and bears a blue plaque. He created a centre of musical excellence in Birmingham: there were a students' orchestra and choir, opera and chamber music recitals and the Students' Annual Concert held in the Town Hall which began 1901 and ran for many years. In 1902 Elgar became Honorary Visitor of the School and figures such as Adrian Boult, Rutland Boughton, Joseph Holbrooke were at various times on the Institute staff. With Elgar as Peyton Professor of Music at the University 1904, Birmingham became a real force in English music. Elgar was not cut out for academia, and 8 years after becoming Principal of the School, Bantock accepted, on Elgar's retirement, the Professorship of Music at the University. Bantock founded a holistic system of musical education, providing a broadly programme: students studied a variety of styles and periods, with a stress on current modern music, but also including Bantock's current interests, whether plainsong, folksong, or even campanology. Bantock went against the received wisdom insisting on teaching staff notation rather tonic sol-fa which held sway in music schools. At the Triennial Musical Festival 1912 the Music Department welcomed Jean Sibelius, whom Bantock met in 1905; Bantock was one of the first conductors to perform Sibelius in Britain, at a time when he was unknown here. The two became friends and Sibelius dedicated to Bantock his Third Symphony 1907 which the composer conducted in London the following year.  Bantock was instrumental in founding a permanent symphony orchestra in Birmingham and played a major role in the formation of the City of Birmingham Orchestra 1919, precursor of the CBSO. The first work played was Bantock's Overture: Saul. 
Bantock was open to many influences, fascinated by exotic and heroic themes, inspired by Eastern culture. A work which achieved remarkable success was his setting of Fitzgerald's translation of The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam, Part I premiered at Birmingham Triennial Festival 1906, Parts II and III completed 1909. He was fond of Chinese influences, although Classical Antiquity was also integral to his work. The Pagan Symphony 1928 is a musical depiction of Arcadia; the Sappho Songs are amongst his finest achievements. Although not a practising Christian, Bantock wrote a number of religious pieces prior to his arrival in Birmingham: and the Bible held a continuing fascination. Similarly, classic literature and poetry supplied him with material and he wrote settings of Shakespeare, Blake, Browning, Burns and Tennyson amongst others. Bantock was very much a British composer and his ancestral Scottish home was a spiritual motivation. During the 1910s all things Scottish became a passion and the family were taken over with his new inspiration, following a Highland holiday: his sons learnt to play bagpipes and dance the Highland Fling. Bantock became a friend of Marjory Kennedy-Fraser, and her famous collections of Songs of the Hebrides became an important source. His works included the Hebridean Symphony and the Celtic Symphony. Bantock was knighted 1930 in recognition of services to British music. By the time he retired from his Birmingham appointments 1934, he was a grand old man of British music, a well-known figure of the establishment. His works were regularly played after the First World War into the 1920s, but by the 1930s concerts containing his music were much less. Music had changed; mid-century preoccupations were different from those that bred his style. For new music makers he became a figure from the past. However, in the years before the Second World War Bantock was far from inactive and remained a revered figure in the musical world. He moved to London and, aged 65, worked for Trinity College as teacher, examiner, and ambassador, touring regularly at home and abroad, including the Americas, West Indies and Australia. After the war he moved back to Birmingham to live next door to his son. Despite failing health he recorded some of his own work, and saw some, including the Celtic Symphony, issued on 78 records. He died 16 October 1946 aged 78 in All Saints Hospital, London, his musical notebook at his bedside. His ashes scattered to the wind on top of Moelwyn Mawr in north Wales where he spent many family holidays.
Barber, Henry ?-1927

Barber, Martha 1869-1932

William Henry Barber, known as Henry, was born in Birmingham; he became a solicitor but made his fortune as a successful property developer at a time when Birmingham’s suburbs were expanding apace. Martha Constance Hattie Onions, his future wife was the daughter of a wealthy Worcestershire businessman, and educated at Cheltenham Ladies College. By the time Henry was 35 the couple retired to the 18th-century estate of Culham Court, Oxfordshire. However, they kept close contact with Birmingham: Henry was an original subscriber to Joseph Chamberlain’s fund to establish Birmingham University and later endowed the chairs of Law and Jurisprudence. He was made Lord Barber 1924, and died 1927. The Barber Institute of Fine Arts was established by Lady Barber 1932 four months before she died. She bequeathed her entire fortune to build the Institute and to fund the development of its art collection. The Barber Institute of Fine Arts was opened in its fine art-deco building by Queen Mary 1939.


Baskerville, John 1706-1775

Baskerville carved tombstones and had a japanning business on the site but is best known as a printer of quality books and the inventor of the Baskerville font; he became Overseer and Surveyor of Birmingham Highways and High Bailiff of the Manor. An atheist he was buried in the conical base of a disused windmill in his own garden. Baskerville was disinterred when canal wharves, the New Wharves were built 1821, his remains transferred after some years to Christ Church catacombs (New Street/ Colmore Row) and on the church’s demolition 1893 reburied 1898 at the Church of England Cemetery Warstone Lane in a vault beneath the chapel which was demolished 1953 but with the vaults intact. Baskerville is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque on Baskerville House.
Bateman, John Jones 1817-1903

Bateman, Charles Edward 1863-1947

J J Bateman was born in Birmingham. Articled to his father, architect Joseph Bateman, he worked with him assessing damage caused by the 1835 Chartist riots; during the 1840s he was involved in a variety of railway-related work. During a long career he was responsible for a great variety of work, on his own account, with Benjamin Corser, and with his son C E Bateman from 1887. Demolished work includes the Church of the Messiah which stood on Broad Street, Birmingham Workhouse, Birmingham Fish Market, Stechford Hall, Gilbertstone House, and a variety of industrial premises. Surviving examples include St Cuthbert’s church Winson Green and Water Orton parish church. With C E Bateman he designed the Birmingham Daily Post premises in Cannon Street and much domestic architecture including The Homestead in Woodbourne Road Edgbaston, now a Grade I Listed building. Four substantial examples of the Batemans’ work survive in Castle Bromwich representing the quality of their domestic work in well-to-do outlying areas of the city: Old Walls in Kyter Lane, Castle Bromwich Rectory Grade II in Rectory Lane, and opposite, a large semi-detached pair, Birnam, home of JJ and Millbrick, home of CE. These are all brick-built with stone dressings and exercises in various older styles. JJ was a prime mover in establishing the Birmingham Architectural Association of which he was the first president; CE was president 1897-1899. It was C E Bateman who discovered the surviving medieval timber frame of Castle Bromwich church opposite which he lived. Both Batemans are buried in a family grave at Castle Bromwich close to the gate.

Bates, Nicholas James 1962-
Aka. Nick Rhodes. Born in Moseley 8 June 1962, Nick Bates is Duran Duran’s keyboard player. He and art school friend John Taylor of Hollywood founded the band 1978 at which time he changed his name to Rhodes for ‘aesthetic reasons’; the band was named after a character in the sci-fi film, Barbarella. After leaving school at 16, he worked as a DJ at ‘The Rum Runner’ night club on Broad street where Duran Duran were soon playing live. They found rapid success. Rhodes was a leading force in the band studying studio production techniques and co-producing the band's later albums. Although Duran Duran credit their song-writing as a group, it is believed that Rhodes writes most of the melodies. In 2001 the original five members of Duran Duran reunited to record and play live. 

Baskerville, John 1706-1775

Born at Wolverley, Worcestershire, Baskerville first worked as a writing master and engraver of tombstones in Birmingham. At his Easy Hill home (now the site of Baskerville House) he set up a successful japanning business (a process of black varnishing trinket boxes, trays and furniture) and with the profits founded his printing business 1750. He was little recognised in his time but is now remembered as a printer of quality books and the inventor of the Baskerville font. He was such a perfectionist that his first complete book took until 1757 to publish. Baskerville made important innovations in printing press design by devising a flatter bed; he improved printing ink, used woven rather laid paper created the font subsequently named after him. Other English printers, unsettled by his success, claimed that his printed work hurt their eyes. He was, however, admired abroad, in mainland Europe and in the USA, and by Benjamin Franklin amongst others. He became Overseer and Surveyor of Birmingham Highways and High Bailiff of the Manor. He died in Birmingham 1775. An atheist he was buried in the conical base of a disused windmill in his own garden. Baskerville was disinterred when canal wharves were built 1821, his remains transferred to Christ Church catacombs and on the church’s demolition 1893 reburied 1898 at the Church of England Cemetery Warstone Lane in a vault beneath the chapel. The revival of Baskerville font began in the 1920s, though its use had declined again by the end of the 20th century.

Belloc, Hilaire 1870-1953

Hilaire Belloc was born at St Cloud near Paris 1870, the son of French barrister, Louis Belloc, and Elizabeth (Bessie) Rayner Parkes, the daughter of Birmingham radical, Joseph Parkes and granddaughter of Joseph Priestley. The Bellocs came to England when Hilaire was two years old. From 1880 he was educated at the Oratory School, Edgbaston where he was awarded the English prize. It was while studying at the Oratory that he wrote his first work, Buzenval, which was published in 1888. He served in the French Army and studied from 1892 at Balliol College Oxford where he graduated with first class honours. Two books of his verse were published: A Bad Child's Book of Beasts 1896 and Verses and Sonnets 1896. Belloc became a naturalised British subject 1902 . His membership of the Fabian society brought him into contact with George Bernard Shaw and H G Wells who enabled him to find work writing for a number of newspapers. After moving to Sussex Belloc was elected Liberal MP 1906 but lost his seat 1910 and returned to journalism becoming editor of a political weekly. His views moved to the right, but his interests were wide-ranging and he wrote political but also historical books as well as successful novels. During World War I Belloc worked for the War Propaganda Bureau; he became the military correspondent for the war weekly, Land and Water, and regularly visited the front. After the war Belloc wrote a number of biographies on French and British historical figures. After a long illness following a stroke he died 16 July 1953.

Benson Edward White 1829-1896

Edward Benson was born 14 July 1829 in Lombard Street in Highgate where a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque marks the spot. He was educated at King Edward VI School and Trinity College Cambridge of which he became a fellow. From 1852 he taught at Rugby School moving to Wellington College 1859 where he was headmaster for 14 years. In 1872 he became the chancellor of Lincoln Cathedral. He was appointed bishop of Truro 1877, Archbishop of Canterbury 1883. He was also chaplain to Queen Victoria. Benson died 11 October 1896 at Hawarden. 
Bidlake, William Henry 1861-?

W H Bidlake was born in Wolverhampton, son of architect George Bidlake who was responsible for Sutton Town Hall and Handsworth Grammar School. Educated at Tettenhall College Wolverhampton and Christs College Cambridge, he worked in London and Edinburgh before coming to Birmingham. He was a lecturer at the Birmingham Municipal School of Art and president of Birmingham Architectural Association 1899-1900. His work is strongly arts&crafts and many good examples survive in substantial domestic buildings including The Garth in Edgbaston Park Road and Woodgate in Hartopp Road Sutton. Bidlake's prolific church work in a variety of gothic styles can be seen at St Oswald Small Heath, St Chrysostom Handsworth, Emmanuel Sparkbrook, Handsworth Cemetery Chapel and others. St Agatha Sparbrook is reckoned not only his best but  ‘one of the most original and successful churches of c1900 in England.’ (Pevsner 1966). Other commissions included Moseley Road Art School.


Bird, Alfred 1811-1878

Alfred Bird Snr was born in Digbeth. Having been apprenticed to Phillip Harris, he registered as a pharmacist 1842 and opened an his own chemist’s shop in Bull Street. His first major invention was egg-free custard 1837 using cornflour as a thickening agent instead of egg. It was intended for his wife Elizabeth who was allergic to eggs and yeast. Accidentally served to guests, Bird realised his invention had commercial potential. Bird also invented baking powder so he could make yeast-free bread for his wife. Baking powder is a mixture of sodium bicarbonate and acid crystals which, when dissolved in water, react and emit carbon dioxide, which expands existing bubbles to leaven the mixture. Alfred Bird senior died in 1878 and is buried at Key Hill Cemetery. 

Alfred Bird Jnr continued his father’s work. He invented egg-substitute powder 1890, blancmange powder and jelly powder, and was in his day the holder of the speed record for tricycling from Lands End to John O'Groats.

Bird, Kenneth George 1916-1993

Born in Gloucester in 1916 Kenneth Bird left school at age 14 to pursue a career in journalism. He worked on various local West Midlands newspapers including the Express & Star. After serving with the RAF during World War 2 he returned to journalism and also began writing plays for BBC Radio 4. He became a BBC information officer at Pebble Mill where he played an important part modernising the radio series, The Archers. In the 1960s had a number of thrillers published and his short stories were regularly featured on Radio 4’s morning story. In the 1970s Bird moved to Ludlow where he became the editor of The Ludlow Advertiser and two Herefordshire newspapers. His 13 children's books about a talking Irish dog called Himself were published around the world illustrated by one of his sons, Adrian Bird. Kenneth moved to Church Stretton in 1979 to retire and died there in 1993 at the age of 77.

Bloye, William 1890-1975

Bloye was a sculptor active in Birmingham either side of World War 2. He trained at the Birmingham School of Art and taught there from 1917 where one of his pupils was Raymond Mason. His work can be found in many places in Birmingham. 

Boot, Harry 1917-1983

Henry Albert Howard Boot was born in Birmingham and attended King Edward’s Grammar School and Birmingham University graduating 1938. He worked on a microwave detector and later on the cavity magnetron in Birmingham. In 1948, he moved to the Royal Navy Scientific Service at Baldock, Hertfordshire as principal scientific officer, where he worked until retirement on microwaves and magnetrons which eventually led to plasma physics and lasers.

Boulton, Matthew 1728-1809

Matthew Boulton, son of a silver-worker was born in Birmingham 1728. He worked with his father and after his death he bought land on Birmingham Heath at Soho where he built the Soho Manufactory minting coins amongst other many things. Boulton went into partnership with James Watt 1773 and for 11 years the factory made Watt’s steam-engines for colliery owners to pump water out of the mines, the Boulton & Watt engine being four times more powerful than Thomas Newcomen’s original design. Watt marketed his rotary-motion steam engine from 1781. The earlier steam engine’s vertical movement was ideal for operating water pumps but the new engine could be adapted to drive all sorts of machinery. Richard Arkwright pioneered its use in his cotton mills and within 15 years there were 500+ Boulton & Watt steam engines in British factories and mines. In 1786 Boulton applied steam power to minting coins at Soho. He died in 1809. See also William Murdock.

Bradbury, Malcolm Stanley 1932-2000 

Malcolm Bradbury was born in Sheffield 7 September 1932, the son of a railway worker, and brought up in Nottingham, where he passed for grammar school. He took an English degree at the Leicester University and did postgraduate work in London, Manchester and the USA before taking up an appointment at Hull University 1959. In 1961 he moved to Birmingham University’s English department where he met another recently-appointed lecturer, David Lodge, with whom he formed a long and close friendship. In 1965, he joined the University of East Anglia, and in 1970 became professor of American studies. He remained in Norwich for the rest of his life. A prolific writer of literary criticism, novels and work for television, Bradbury’s first novel, Eating People Is Wrong 1959 was an instant. His novels appeared roughly one every 10 years, including The History Man 1975. His television work included The Gravy Train 1990 and The Gravy Train Goes East 1991 satires on the politics of the EU. He was appointed CBE 1991 for services to literature and was knighted in 2000. He died 27 November 2000.

Brayne, Alan 1953 -

Brayne grew up in Blackheath in the Black Country in a traditional working-class family, his father a factory-worker, his mother a cleaner. After a grammar school education he went to university to study theatre. Jakarta Shadows, published by Tindal Press, his first novel is a thriller set in post-colonial Indonesia. 


Bray, Thomas 1656-1730

Dr Thomas Bray set up a scheme to develop a parochial library in every deanery (80 had been established by his death). This led to the founding of the Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge SPCK 1698 which is still in existence; he also founded the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts SPG 1701, from 1965 the United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel USPG. He was sent as a missionary to Maryland USA; a Maryland flag now hanging in Birmingham Cathedral was presented in recognition of his efforts in promoting Christianity in the United States. Bray was instrumental in setting up via the SPCK the National Society for the Education of the Poor in the Principles of the Established Church throughout England and Wales and its affiliated schools later known as National Schools. Amongst his other concerns was prison reform. Bray was vicar of Sheldon from 1690 and lived at Sheldon Old Rectory/ Old Rectory Farm 1690-1729. His library is now held in Birmingham Central Library.

Brindley, James 1716-1772
James Brindley born at Tunstead near Buxton, Derbyshire, was a water- and windmill builder as well as an engineer working on mine drainage schemes. He became the country’s first canal builder and was responsible for many in the Midlands. His first, and the nation’s first canal was built from within the Duke of Bridgewater’s coal mines at Wordsley to Manchester and entailed the construction of an embankment and stone aqueduct across the Irwell valley. His reputation and fortune were made; such was the demand for his services that he was often the consulting engineer for several canals at the same time as well surveyor of prospective canals. Between 1765 and his death in 1772 Brindley was supervising the construction of Trent & Mersey Canal, the Staffordshire & Worcestershire Canal, The Droitwich Canal, the Birmingham Canal, the Coventry Canal and the Oxford Canal. He was renowned for never putting anything on paper but working out problems practically by trial and error. After a protracted illness which did not stop his work Brindley died surveying a branch of the Trent & Mersey Canal in 1772. He is commemorated in Birmingham by James Brindley Walk alongside the canal near Kingston Row in the City Centre which opened 1969; and in Brindleyplace also alongside the canal near Broad street built in the late 1990s.

Bunford, Jane 1895-1922

Jane Bunford was born in Bartley Green 1895 and grew to be the tallest woman in the world at that time. She attended St Michael’s School until she was 13 when her height made it too difficult for her to continue. She grew to a height of 7ft 9ins (2.385m) and died of hyperpituitarism and gigantism 1st April 1922; her skeleton was given to Birmingham University Medical School and her remains buried in St Michael’s churchyard.

Burne-Jones, Edward 1833-1898

Edward Coley Jones (later Burne-Jones) was born at 11 Bennetts Hill 28 August 1833. After his mother’s death days later, he was brought up by his father, a picture-frame maker. He was baptised at St Philip’s Church on New Year’s Day 1834. From age 11 he attended King Edward VI Grammar School New Street where he was often top of the class excelling especially at maths and drawing including caricatures of his teachers. In 1853 he went to Exeter College Oxford to study for the priesthood; however, Burne-Jones decided to become a painter and left university without graduating. In 1856 he shared a flat with William Morris in London with whom he had become friends at Exeter College. Burne-Jones was a self-taught artist; his early work comprised pen and ink drawings and water-colours on romantic subjects. Burne-Jones helped decorate Morris’s house and became chief stained-glass designer for Morris’s firm. In drawing and painting he combined the influence of Rossetti and the pre-Raphaelites with classical painting. Increasingly he painted in oils and his Grosvenor Gallery exhibition 1877 was sensationally received. He worked in a variety of media: book illustration, jewellery, piano decoration, tapestries, tiles and theatrical costumes. Burne-Jones was made a baronet on Gladstone’s recommendation 1894; he died four years later at his Fulham home and was buried near his country retreat at Rottingdean Sussex.
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Cadbury, George 1839-1922

George Cadbury was born in Edgbaston 19 September 1839, the son of John Cadbury, a tea and coffee merchant in Bull Street. With his brother Richard took over the cocoa factory 1861. George was interested in social reform and in the provision of decent housing for working people. He was elected to the Town Council 1877 and enthusiastically supported Joseph Chamberlain’s municipal initiatives. To escape the pollution of the town George rebuilt the cocoa factory on a greenfield site at Bournville 1879 where he began to develop good quality and affordable housing for the workers, Bournville Building Estate which became Bournville Village Trust in 1900. Cadbury is is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque on the Bournville Building on Bournville Village Green. He was a prominent member of the Society of Friends. George Cadbury died at his home, the Manor House Northfield 24 November 1922 and was cremated at Perry Barr crematorium.

Carroll, Madeleine 1905-1987  See O’Carroll
Caesar, Pogus 

Caesar was born in St Kitts in the West Indies but grew up in Birmingham. He taught himself to paint during his early 20s and was influenced by the French impressionist Seurat, the foremost exponent of pointillism. Caesar developed his own technique by using pen and ink to laboriously compose paintings with thousands of tiny dots. In the early 1980s Caesar was director of West Midlands Ethnic Minority Arts Service and the first chairman of Birmingham International Film & Television Festival. He contributed to shows by black British artists including Into the Open 1984 and Caribbean Expressions in Britain 1986. During the late 1980s Caesar started working in television first as a journalist on Channel 4 then as producer and director of entertainment, sport and multi cultural programmes for Central Television, Carlton Television and BBC. As a photographer and artist Caesar has worked in Spain, India, South America and Sweden and Denmark and documented the artists, musicians, poets and politicians that he met and with whom he collaborated, including Stevie Wonder, Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Paul Robeson Jr. There are collections of his work at the Mappin Art Gallery Sheffield, Wolverhampton Art Gallery and Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery. His photographs and archives of Birmingham Black History are held in Birmingham Central Library Archives. 

Cannadine, David 1950-

Born in Birmingham, Cannadine read history at Clare College Cambridge, taking his PhD at St John's College Oxford. In 1975 he became a Fellow of Christ's College Cambridge and a university lecturer. From 1992 he was Moore Collegiate Professor of History at Columbia University. In 1998 he became director of the Institute of Historical Research at the University of London, and in 2003 the Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother Professor of British History. His books include The Decline and Fall of the British Aristocracy and Ornamentalism and Lords and Landlords: the Aristocracy and the Towns which includes a study of the development of Edgbaston; he is known as a commentator and broadcaster on British public life, especially the monarchy.

Carey, Henry Francis1772 -1844

Born in Birmingham, Carey became the vicar of Abbots Bromley in Staffordshire. Known as a poet, he translated amongst other works Dante's Inferno and the Divina Commedia. He was assistant librarian at the British Museum. He died in 1844 and was interred in Poet's Corner in Westminster Abbey.
Carrott, Jasper 1945 

Jasper Carrott OBE was born Robert Davies 14 March 1945 in Acocks Green; he was educated at Moseley School. At the age of 16 he set up his own folk club, The Boggery in Solihull where he performed and mc’ed, but he became famed for his banter with the audience known as a comedian rather than a singer. And is for his often personal anecdotal chat that he has become well-known. In 1975 his novelty record, Funky Moped was a surprise chart hit. He made it into television with Carrott's Lib, a Saturday-night comedy show which was unusually broadcast live on BBC. There followed a variety of shows, including stand-up, sketch and situation comedies. In 1998 Carrott undertook one of the longest and most successful UK tours by any comedian selling out 150 shows in all the major theatres and including a record sell-out 14 nights at the Birmingham Hippodrome and a 2-weeks season at London’s Theatre Royal. He is part owner Celador, the successful production company responsible for Who Wants To Be A Millionaire? and  a director of Birmingham City FC. He was awarded the OBE 2002 and an honorary doctorate by Birmingham University 2004.

Cartland, Mary Barbara Hamilton 1901-2000

Barbara Cartland was born in Edgbaston 9 July, the eldest child of Major Bertram Cartland and Mary Hamilton Scobell and lived in Cartland Road, now the site of King Edwards Camp Hill. Soon after grandfather, financier James Cartland committed suicide after bankruptcy, her father was in Flanders in World War I. The family were reduced from comfortable middle-class wealth to making ends meet. Her mother opened a London dress shop in London to raise Cartland and her brothers, Anthony and Ronald, both of whom were killed in World War 2 1940. After Malvern Girls' College and Abbey House, Hampshire, Cartland became a successful journalist and a gossip columnist. Her first novel, Jigsaw, was published in 1923; it was the first of 724 novels which sold over a billion copies. Cartland took an interest in the early gliding movement. Towing gliders in the air to launch them first occurred in Germany, but it was Cartland who thought of long distance tows 1931 and did a 200 mile tow in a 2-seater. Her idea was developed into troop-carrying gliders during the Second World War and she received the Bishop Wright Air Industry Award1984. She was married from 1927 to 1932 to Alexander McCorquodale, heir to a British printing fortune; their daughter, Raine McCorquodale became the stepmother of Diana, Princess of Wales. In 1936 Cartland married McCorquodale ‘s cousin, Hugh McCorquodale who died in 1963. She was awarded the OBE for services to literature 1991. Despite being rather ridiculed in later life for her striking appearance (lavish pink chiffon and excessive make-up) and position as a self-appointed expert on romance, she remains a publishing phenomenon second only to Agatha Christie. She died 21 May 2000 just before her 99th birthday.

Chad d. 672

Known also as Ceadda (pronounced Chadda), Chad was born somewhere in Northumbria at an unknown date and educated with his brother St. Cedd (pronounced Chedd) at Lindisfarne Abbey on Holy Island, Northumbria under St. Aidan. While studying with St. Egbert in Ireland he was recalled by Cedd to establish a monastery at Lastingham, North Yorkshire. On Cedd's death 664 Chad succeeded his brother as abbot. That same year he was consecrated bishop of the Northumbrians with his see at York at the request of King Oswiu (Oswy) of Northumbria. However, unbeknown to Chad, St Wilfred had already been chosen as bishop of York by Oswiu’s son Alcfrith and had travelled to France to be consecrated. When St Theodore, the new archbishop of Canterbury arrived in England 669, he held Chad’s ordination to be invalid, and on Wilfrid's return, Chad quietly returned to his monastery. Theodore, impressed with Chad's humility, asked Oswiu to appoint Chad as successor to the 4th bishop of Mercia recently died. Chad was reconsecrated by Theodore in 669 after which he established the see of Lichfield, co-terminous with the Mercian kingdom, and built St Mary’s church and monastery at Nether Stowe, Lichfield. He is famous for travelling widely during his time as bishop, humbly on foot until in old age ordered by Thedore to take to horseback. Chad died of plague at Lichfield 2 March 672, now held as his feast day. St Chad is regarded as the Apostle of the Midlands and after his death his tomb at Nether Stowe became a place of pilgrimage. A number of miracles were reported having taken place at his tomb. From 700 his shrine was transferred to the newly built Lichfield Cathedral until the Civil War when his bones were hidden. The remaining bones of St Chad are now in St Chad’s Roman Catholic Cathedral Birmingham.

Chamberlain, Joseph Austen 1863-1937

Austen Chamberlain was born 16 October 1863, eldest son of Joseph Chamberlain. He was educated at Rugby and Cambridge, and spent nine months at the École des Sciences Politiques in Paris and a year in Berlin. Returning to Birmingham 1887 he became his father’s private secretary. He won a seat in the House of Commons 1892 representing East Worcestershire. On his father’s death 1914 Austen became MP for West Birmingham until his death 1937. His career progressed quickly: 1895-1900 he was civil Lord of the Admiralty; 1900-1902 financial secretary to the Treasury; 1902-1903 postmaster general; 1903-1906 Chancellor of the Exchequer. In the World War 1 coalition government formed by Asquith Chamberlain became secretary of state for India; after the war Lloyd George made him Chancellor of the Exchequer of the coalition government until 1921. In the  in government 1924-1929 Chamberlain was secretary of state for foreign affairs. He was instrumental in the Locarno Agreements with Germany, Belgium, France, Great Britain and Italy as signatories which helped solve continuing post-war problems. Returning to London in triumph he was knighted and awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. He died 17 March 1937 of apoplexy, the same disease that killed his father.

Chamberlain, John Henry 1831-1883 
Chamberlain (no relation of the political family) came to Birmingham 1856; he went into partnership with William Martin from 1864 with whom he completed designs for Birmingham Board Schools, police stations, baths and waterworks. He was Professor of Architecture at Queens College and honorary secretary of the Birmingham & Midland Institute from 1865. A friend of William Morris and much influenced by Ruskin's ideas, a fine example of his venetian gothic can be seen at Oozells Street Board School, now the Ikon Gallery. and he was surveyor for Joseph Chamberlain’s Corporation Street Improvement Scheme 1875. The design of the Birmingham School of Art, Margaret Street 1885 of which he was chairman, was his last important work. He died aged 52. 

Chamberlain, Joseph 1836-1914

Joseph Chamberlain was born in Camberwell London, coming to Birmingham aged 18 to work for his uncle Joseph Nettlefold at his screw factory. He was elected as a Liberal town councillor 1867 and became mayor in 1873 holding the office for three successive years. He was responsible for domestic gas and electricity, the building of Corporation Street and the beginnings of slum clearance; largely thanks to Chamberlain Birmingham famously became known as ‘the best governed City in the World’. He entered Parliament 1876 and became Gladstone’s President of the Board of Trade 1880. He was largely responsible for the fall of the Liberal government following which he led the Liberal Unionists who joined a coalition with the Conservatives; Salisbury appointed him Colonial Secretary 1895 after which Chamberlain was instrumental in directing government colonial policy during the Boer War. He built and lived at Highbury in Moor Green now owned by the City; his library remains intact. Chamberlain suffered a stroke 1906 and left politics; he died 1914. He was married three times; his eldest son was Austen Chamberlain; his son by his second marriage was Neville Chamberlain, a son of his second marriage also became Lord Mayor of Birmingham and Prime Minister.

Chamberlain, Neville 1869-1940

Arthur Neville Chamberlain was born at South Bourne Edgbaston, the son of Joseph Chamberlain by Florence Kenrick, his second wife. Joseph sent him to the Bahamas to run a large sisal estate at the age of 22; when this failed he returned to join Elliott’s Metal Company Selly Oak where he eventually became chairman. He also later became chairman of Hoskins & Sons Bordesley, ships’ berth manufacturers and a board member of the BSA Birmingham Small Arms Company. In 1911 he was elected as councillor for All Saints Ward and appointed to the Town Planning, Public Health and Housing Committees. He became Lord Mayor 1915. Chamberlain was instrumental in setting up the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra CBSO and the Birmingham Municipal Bank which enabled ordinary people to have bank accounts. After World War 1 he was elected Conservative MP for Ladywood becoming Stanley  in’s Health Minister 1924 and Ramsey MacDonald’s Chancellor 1931. He became Prime Minister 1937 and negotiated the Munich Agreement, a peace settlement with Hitler. Hitler, however, ignored the treaty and invaded Poland. Chamberlain reluctantly declared war on Germany 1939. Lacking Labour and Liberal support he resigned as Prime Minister 1940. He continued in Winston Churchill’s War Cabinet for only a few months when he resigned due to ill health. He died at his country estate, Heckfield House in Hampshire 9 November 1940 and is buried in Westminster Abbey. Chamberlian is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque on Edgbaston High School. 

Chatwin, Bruce Charles 1940-1989

Chatwin, novelist and travel writer, was born in Sheffield. However, he spent his childhood in West Heath where his father had a law practice. He was educated at Marlborough College, Wiltshire. In 1958, Chatwin joined the London auction house Sotheby's and quickly became their impressionism expert. He began to suffer with eyesight problems and left Sotheby's in 1966 to enrol at Edinburgh University to study archaeology. He left without taking a degree. In 1972 he went to the Sunday Times Magazine as an art and architecture adviser, but soon turned to travel writing visiting Algeria, China, the Soviet Union and Patagonia from where he telegrammed his resignation. Locals later contradicted the events depicted in Chatwin's book of his visit. It was not the last time that this happened; his biographer, Nicholas Shakespeare wrote: 'He tells not a half truth, but a truth and a half.'. Later works included a study of the slave trade, Australian Aboriginal songs and Welsh hill farming. His last book, Utz was a novel set in Prague, the story of a obsessive porcelain collector. In the late 1980s Chatwin developed AIDS and went with his wife to the South of France. He died in Nice in 1989 aged 48. 

Chatwin, Julius Alfred 1830-1907 
An important Birmingham architect Chatwin was born in the town and educated at King Edward VI School in New Street and at Queens College. He was articled to Charles Barry 1851-1856 with whom he worked on the Houses of Parliament. He was a prolific designer of churches usually in gothic styles, and of secular buildings usually in renaissance styles. He restored/ rebuilt St Martin's-in-the-Bull Ring, Aston, Edgbaston and Handsworth parish churches, and built the Catholic Apostolic Church in Summer Hill, St Augustine and St George Edgbaston, St Mary & St Ambrose Edgbaston, St Mark Washwood Heath. The Great Western Hotel and Lloyds Bank on Colmore Row were by Chatwin, who served as architect to the governors of the King Edward VI Grammar schools, building the High School for Girls in New Street (demolished) and King Edward's Aston. His son, Philip Chatwin joined the firm 1897.


Clayton, Lisa 1958-

Lisa Clayton was educated at Rathvilly Independent School in Bunbury Road, Northfield Edgbaston Church of England School for Girls and at Birmingham University. On 17 September 1994 she achieved two world records, Fastest Sail around the World by a Woman, Single-Handed without Assistance and First Woman to Sail Single-Handed and non-Stop around The World. She returned 29 June 1995 after 285 days at sea in her 38-foot foot yacht, Spirit of Birmingham, named after her home town and the university which had contributed over £40,000 and considerable technical expertise. She had successfully travelled 31 000 miles despite capsizing seven times. The yacht was displayed at the university on her return. Clayton, now Lady Cobham is the second wife of Viscount Cobham of Hagley Hall. 

Conan Doyle, Arthur 1859-1930

Arthur Conan Doyle was born in Edinburgh 1859; he lived in Aston for several months each year 1879-1882 from the age of 19 gaining work experience as a dispensing assistant at a pharmacy and helping to fund his medical course at Edinburgh University. He lived with and worked for Dr Hoare whom Conan Doyle said treated him like a son. During his first stay he published his first story, The Mystery of Sasassa Valley and his first medical piece, Gelseminum as a Poison in the British Medical Journal. While in Birmingham Conan Doyle bought a violin from a shop in Sherlock Street; Sherlock Holmes was, of course, the name of Conan Doyle’s most famous creation. Conan Doyle left Birmingham when he graduated as a doctor. He is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque on the front of the modern commercial building which now stands on the site of his former home, 63 Aston Road. He died in 1930 at his home Windlesham Manor, Crowborough, East Sussex and is buried in Minstead churchyard.

Cossins, Jethro Anstice 1829-1917 
Born in Somerset , articled in London, Cossins came to Birmingham 1850. He designed Mason College and the Liberal Club, both now demolished, and took as partners F B Peacock 1887 and Ernest Bewlay 1900. Cossins designed the former Ear, Nose & Throat Hospital in Edmund St. The firm was responsible for the Moseley Road Library Balsall Heath and Bloomsbury Library Nechells, Birmingham Library (now BMI) Margaret Street as well as some Birmingham churches. Cossins was a member of the Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings and was keenly interested in the correct repair of old churches. 


Cox, David 1783-1859

Born 29 April 1783 in Heath Mill Lane Deritend, David Cox was apprenticed at 15 to a painter of miniatures but soon moved to theatrical scene-painting in Birmingham and London 1804. It was here that he took up the watercolour painting for which he was to become deservedly famous; he became President of the Associated Artists in Water Colour 1810. Cox lived in Hereford and in London 1817-1840 but maintained his Birmingham connections and exhibited at the Birmingham Society of Artists in New Street. He moved to Greenfield House in Greenfield Road Harborne 1841 where he died 1859. He is buried with his wife in the churchyard at St Peter’s Harborne where he is commemorated by a stained-glass window. Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery has a fine collection of both his oils but especially watercolours which may be seen on request.

Crace, Jim 1946-
Jim Crace was born in 1946 in Enfield on the outskirts of north London. His left-wing politics and his love of the natural world were acquired from his father, 'a bird-watcher, a socialist, a planter of trees who oaked the public land'. Crace's early novels deal with the problems of tight-knit communities threatened by progress. Settings range from the Judean desert to a Stone-Age village to his present home in Birmingham in Arcadia. In 1965 he came to Birmingham College of Commerce as an external student of London University graduating in English Literature. College contemporaries included novelists Gordon Burn and Patrick McGrath. After graduation he spent 5 years in Sudan with VSO before settling in Birmingham. The crisis in Birmingham's metal trades was the background for The Gift of Stones published in 1988. However, the story is not set in Birmingham but in a neolithic village when the discovery of bronze threatened the traditional way of life. Birmingham is the setting for his third novel, Arcadia 1992, in which a traditional open-air market is removed out of the city centre to make way for a shopping mall, Quarantine was the Whitbread Novel of the Year 1997, Being Dead won the National Book Critics' Circle Award 1999. That same year Crace was elected to the Royal Society of Literature and a year later received an Honorary Doctorate from the University of Central England for Distinguished Literary Achievements.


Creswick, Benjamin 1853-1946

Creswick came as the Master of Modelling and Modelled Design at Birmingham School of Art 1889- 1918. He exhibited at the Royal Birmingham Society of Arts 1914 and executed a number of sculptures on Birmingham buildings.


Curry John 1949-1994
Curry began skating at the Summerhill Ice Rink (now demolished) becoming Junior British Champion 1967, senior champion 1970. He won the European Championship 1976, a gold medal at the Innsbruck Winter Olympics and won the 1976 World Championships at Gothenburg. Curry transformed the style of dance skating into something more akin to ballet. He turned professional and formed his own skating company to pursue his ideas working with like-minded skaters and ballet choreographers. John Curry was elected to the World Figure Skating Hall of Fame in 1991. He died at Straford-upon-Avon.

Curry, Timothy James 1946-

Born 19 April 1946 in Warrington, Curry is an actor, vocalist and composer perhaps best known for his role as the mad scientist Dr Frank N Furter in The Rocky Horror Picture Show 1975. He also had an earlier career as a rock musician. He studied Drama and English at Birmingham and then at Cambridge. His list of roles is extremely extensive, in both TV and movies, live-action and voice-acting for animated features, and it is notable that he almost always plays a villain of one kind or another. He currently resides in Los Angeles, though for the past year or so has been in Chicago and New York with the current Broadway hit Monty Python's Spamalot.

Cutler, Judith 1946-
Born in 1946 in the Black Country Judith Cutler suffered badly with asthma as a child living her early years through reading and listening to the radio. She won the Critical Quarterly Short Story Prize in her late teens and was published in a number of magazines. At Birmingham University she was taught by such writers as David Lodge and Malcolm Bradbury, but produced nothing till her mid-thirties. Her life as a lecturer at Matthew Boulton College led her to set her first crime novel, Dying Fall 1995 in a college of further education. Her next four Dying novels were also set in a college background and feature such real locations as Edgbaston County Cricket Ground, the Birmingham and Midlands Institute and Soho Foundry. After leaving the college, she taught creative writing at Birmingham University later becoming secretary of the Crime Writers' Association. Cutler then developed new series featuring a female detective sergeant in the West Midlands Police, who, as a newcomer to Birmingham, sees the city with a stranger's eyes. 
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Darwen, Hugh

Darwen was employee of IBM UK 1967-2004. He was involved in the history of the relational model from the beginning. 1978-1982 he was a chief architect on Business System 12, a database management system that embraced the principles of the relational model. He represented IBM at the ISO SQL committee until his retirement from the company. Darwen is author of The Askew Wall and co-author of The Third Manifesto. He currently lectures on Relational Databases at the Department of Computer Science, University of Warwick. He has also written a book on the card game of bridge and has a locally renowned website on the subject of double dummy bridge problems. 

Davidson, Jane 1957-

Davidson studied at the University of Birmingham and took a PGCE at the University of Wales. She became an English teacher, and was elected onto Cardiff City Council. She is the Welsh Assembly Member for Pontypridd and Minister for Education and Lifelong Learning for the Welsh Assembly.

Davies, Jamelia 1981-

Known simply as Jamelia, the popstar was born in Aston 1 October 1981, growing up there and in Handsworth; she attended Brookfields Primary School and the City Technology College, Kingshurst. She started singing at a young age; her cousin took one of her tapes to Parlophone records when she was 15 and Jamelia was signed up. She came to public attention with chart-topping singles Money and Call Me. She was nominated for five MOBO Awards in 2000 and won one. She has since had further successful singles and albums. She has two daughters.

Davis, Gul Y 1973 -

Davis was born in Boston USA of Israeli parents but has lived in England from the age of 3 months. He grew up in London but now lives in Birmingham. He published a novella, A Lone Walk 2000 with Tindal Street Press which won the J B Priestley Fiction Award. For three consecutive years he won first prize in the Koestler Awards. A number of short stories and poems have been published in magazines and anthologies. 

Davies, Robert See Carrott, Jasper 1945 

Deakin, Alex 

Deakin, born at North Ferriby, near Kingston-upon-Hull, is a BBC TV and radio weatherman. He achieved a Master's at Birmingham University in Physics with Astrophysics. After university Deakin joined the British Meteorological Office working in York and Bristol. In 2000 he joined the team of Met Office staff who provide weather forecasts for the BBC. 

Dedicoat, Alan 

Dedicoat was born in Hollywood and went to King Edward VI Camp Hill School for Boys and Birmingham University. He decided against a career in law, working for BBC Radio Birmingham and BBC Radio Devon. He joined Radio 2's presentation department at Broadcasting House, London 1987, and now leads the team of continuity announcers. Dedicoat is also the "Voice of the Balls" calling out the National Lottery numbers twice a week.


Deeley, Catherine Elizabeth 1976-

Catherine Deeley was born 23 October 1976 in Sutton Coldfield. She was educated at Grove Vale Primary School, Great Barr School and was a Bishop Vesey 6th-former. Aged 14 she entered a regional BBC The Clothes Show competition. She made the final round but did not win; however she was spotted by Storm modelling agency and signed up. Storm wanted her to leave school to follow a modelling career, but she chose to continue her education achieving 9 A-grade GCSEs and 4 A-levels. Deeley travelled the world modelling for two years and became an MTV UK presenter 1997. A year later co-hosted SMTV Live Saturday children's show until 2002, the year and she won a Children's BAFTA for Best Presenter. She continued to present music show CD:UK until 2005. Other programmes she has hosted include Record Of The Year, Fame Academy, Brit Awards 2004 and Stars in Their Eyes. She now lives in North London. 
Deutsch, Oscar 1893-1941

Oscar Deutsch was the founder of the Odeon cinema chain whose name is reputedly an acronym, Oscar Deutsch Entertains Our Nation. (The word is in origin Ancient Greek deriving from ode, and used of theatres of music and poetry. The remains of the 2nd-century Odeon of Herodes Atticus can still be seen at the foot of the Acropolis in Athens.) Born in Birmingham, Deutsch was the son of a Hungarian immmigrant who had made his money dealing in scrap metal. He attended George Dixon Grammar School, Edgbaston. He entered the film industry in the 1920s with school friends Michael Balcon and Victor Saville, who went into production, while Deutsch became an exhibitor, at first shrewdly capitalising on the value of cinemas to provincial businessmen. He opened his first cinema in Perry Barr; by 1933 he had 26 cinemas; by 1937 250 with the Odeon Leicester Square as the flagship. Odeons were famously stylish inside and out and catering for increasing middle-class respectability and affluence. When Deutsch died of cancer in 1941 his widow sold the chain to J Arthur Rank. 

Dixon, Arthur Stansfield 1856-1929 
Arthur Dixon was the eldest son of Birmingham politician George Dixon. He was a friend of William Morris and an accomplished silver- and coppersmith. A prominent member of the Birmingham Guild of Handicrafts, he designed its building in Great Charles Street. 


Doyle, Arthur Conan - See Conan Doyle.


Doug, Roshan 1963-

Born in Jalandhar, India 1963 Roshan Doug came to Birmingham and studied first at Lancaster University then at Nottingham where he took an MA in English. After travelling widely in Europe and South America and teaching English at Athens University he took up the post of English lecturer and Poet in Residence at Dudley College as well as teaching part-time at Birmingham University. He was appointed Birmingham’s fifth Poet Laureate 2000 succeeding Simon Pitt, Brian Lewis, David Hart and Sybil Ruth. He is keen to use the opportunity to make poetry more readily available to Birmingham’s Asian community. Doug has published 3 volumes of poetry and is arts editor of Spice Lifestyle, a British Asian cultural magazine.

Drinkwater, John 1882-1937

John Drinkwater was born in 1882 at Leytonstone, Essex, the son of a schoolmaster who later took up acting. He was brought up in Oxfordshire and became an insurance clerk in Nottingham when he left school at 15. He moved with his company to Birmingham 1901 but grew increasingly dissatisfied with his day job and devoted his energies to writing; his poetry was published when he was 21. Drinkwater was a founder member of the Pilgrim Players and later became the first manager of Birmingham Repertory Theatre. His first full-length play was Rebellion 1914 but his first success was Abraham Lincoln 1918. He wrote other historical plays, Mary Stuart 1921, Oliver Cromwell 1921, but also comedies, children’s stories and works of literary criticism.

Dugdale, Sir William 1605-1686

William Dugdale was born at Shustoke, son of a local gentleman of Lancashire stock. Dugdale helped lay the foundations of historical methodology; his books are still important sources. Outstanding is 'Antiquities of Warwickshire', first published in 1656, the earliest detailed county history based on the study of original archives. Dugdale also worked as a herald and became Garter King of Arms. During the Civil War he served on the Royalist side and was present at the Battle of Edgehill in October 1642. His tomb can be seen in St Cuthbert's Church, Shustoke.
Dunlop, John Boyd 1840-1921

John Dunlop, born 5 February 1840 on a farm at Dreghorn, Ayrshire founded the rubber company that bears his name. He studied to be a veterinary surgeon and began practising in Belfast 1867. As a result of watching his son’s bumpy ride over cobbles on a tricycle 1887, he developed the first practical pneumatic tyre; he made canvas tubes glued them together with liquid rubber and inflated them around the wheel. He patented his idea 7 December 1888 and began commercial production two years later in Belfast. A local firm, W Edlin & Co, agreed to manufacture frames to fit the new tyre; and when, in 1889 local cyclist, Willie Hume won a race at Cherryvale using it, the product began to catch on. A factory opened at Aston Cross in Birmingham 1890. Dunlop assigned his patent to paper-manufacturer William Harvey Du Cros for £3000 and in the end did not make a great fortune from his invention. However, within 10 years solid tyres had been completely superseded by pneumatic ones. Dunlop died in Dublin 23 October 1921. 

Dunlop is now part of Goodyear Tire and Rubber Corporation with its headquarters at Tyre Fort, Birmingham, adjacent to the original Fort Dunlop. The company retains many tyre moulds from past production and is the world's largest supplier of classic and vintage tyres. It also has the world's largest dedicated motorsport division, supplying thousands of tyres every week to global motorsport events. It is at the cutting edge of technology supplying tyres for family saloons, to 4X4s and SUVs. Dunlop’s became involved in aviation in 1910 when they introduced a wire-spoked wheel with a beaded tyre specifically designed for the aeroplanes. Dunlop Aircraft Tyres is now a separate independent company and is still based at the original Fort Dunlop site. Dunlop tyres have been selected for most British built aircraft and for many international planes. Historic aircraft such as the Meteor, Typhoon, Hunter, Stirling, Mosquito, Comet, Lightning, Victor, Vulcan and Valiant were all originally fitted with Dunlop tyres and, to this day, Dunlop supply the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight's Spitfire, Hurricane and Lancaster with tyres. Current aircraft fitted with Dunlop aircraft tyres include Concorde, Tornado, Harrier, Boeing 757, BAe/Avro 146, Nimrod, Fairchild-Dornier 328Jet, Embraer ERJ170/190, Fairchild-Dornier 728, Agusta-Bell 139, CASA 295 and the Fairchild-Dornier 428. 

E - Biography
Elgar, Edward 1857-1934

Edward Elgar was born 2 June 1857 at Broadheath near Worcester where his father had a music shop and worked as a piano tuner. Elgar studied the music in the shop and taught himself to play a variety of instruments. During the 1880s and 90s he conducted and composed for local musical organisations. He played the organ at St George's RC Church Worcester from 1885 and taught the violin. In 1899 he wrote one of his greatest compositions, The Dream of Gerontius which was given its first performance at Birmingham Town Hall October 1900; it was based on Cardinal Newman's poem about the journey of a soul. This complex piece was under-rehearsed and the premiere was a failure; however, the work was critically well received and was given a second successful performance at Dusseldorf 1901. In the same year Elgar composed the Pomp and Circumstance Marches which include Land of Hope and Glory. In 1904 he was knighted by King Edward VII; from 1905-1908 Elgar was Professor of Music at Birmingham University. By now Elgar's work was widely performed at home, in Europe and in the USA. Following World War 1 Elgar's last period of composition produced three chamber pieces including his final masterpiece, the Cello Concerto. After his wife's death 1920 Elgar lost his will to compose and lived in virtual retirement as a country gentleman in Worcestershire content to walk his dogs, emerging only occasionally for a visit to London or to conduct or record. Elgar was made a baronet 1931; he died 23 February 1934.

Emerson, Hunt 1952-

Emerson attended art school as a 6th-former in his native Newcastle-upon-Tyne before coming to Birmingham University. He did not complete his first year and became active as a cartoonist with the Birmingham Arts Lab of the 1970s and with the British underground comics scene of the 1980s. In 1971 his work was first published in Street Press, an alternative Birmingham publication, but he soon launched his own title, Street Comix, published under his own Ar-Zak Press label. In the following years, he worked with among others Brian Hills and Paul Fisher on comics like Large Cow Comix. His comic strips and graphic novels are well known and have been translated into at least 10 languages. He has been acclaimed one of the European Masters of Cartooning of the 20th Century by the Centre Nationale de la Bande Dessinee et de l'Image and won many international awards. His work appears in a wide range of publications from Fiesta to The Wall Street Journal. He lives and works in Birmingham.

Eve, Trevor 1951-

Born in Birmingham and Educated at Bromsgrove School Eve studied architecture at Kingston Polytechnic, London but left to enrol at the Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts, RADA. Eve has had a long and distinguished career in TV, film and theatre playing a wide variety of roles. He is perhaps best remembered for his role as private eye, Eddie Shoestring in the 1970s, but has matched that success with the part of Boyd, leader of the cold-case team in Waking The Dead.
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Farnol, John 1878-1952

John Jeffrey Farnol was born in Aston 1878. He worked for 8 years in the USA as a theatrical scene painter, but returned to England after the success of his first novel, The Broad Highway 1910. He became known as an author of popular romantic adventure stories often set in Georgian times going on to write a book almost every year until his death in 1952. The titles hint at the content: Adam Penfeather - Buccaneer, Black Bartlemy's Treasure, High Adventure, Martin Coningsby's Vengeance. His best remembered novel is probably The Amateur Gentleman 1913. Farnol died 1952 in Eastbourne.

Field, Sid 1904-1950

Sidney Field was born in Ladywood on 1 April 1904, but he spent most of his childhood at 152 Osborn Road Sparkbrook where a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque commemorates him. He attended Conway Road School, Stratford Road School (now Ladypool School) and Golden Hillock Road School and Emmanuel Church Sunday School Walford Road. His first stage appearance was with his cousins, the Workmans at Moseley Road Baths; his first professional appearance was at the age of at the age of 12 after his mother answered a Birmingham Mail advert. After 30 years touring music halls performing comedy sketches Field appeared in London’s West End as a cockney spiv and found stardom. He subsequently appeared at top venues, in film and at the Royal Variety Performance. He died of a heart attack 3 February 1950 at home in Richmond Surrey. For Field’s biography see John Fisher 1975 What A Performance! (Sid Field’s catchphrase.)

Finch, Norman Augustus 1890-1966 
Norman Finch was born 26 December 1890 in Birmingham. He won the Victoria Cross as a lieutenant in Royal Marine Artillery while serving on HMS Vindictive during World War 1 at Zeebrugge in Belgium 22-23 April 1918. His Victoria Cross is at the Royal Marine Museum at Southsea. Finch died in Portsmouth 15 March 1966.

Fisher, Roy 1930-

Roy Fisher was born in Handsworth and educated at Handsworth Grammar School before going on to Birmingham University. He was Head of English and Drama at Bordesley College of Education 1963-1971 and left to join the Department of American Studies at Keele University until 1982. He subsequently worked as a freelance writer and played in a jazz band. However, it is for his poetry that Fisher is known. His style is strongly influenced by the Black Mountain School, deriving from that college in North Carolina in the early 1950s; however, Fisher's work is essentially English and rooted in the Midland landscape.

Forrester, Philippa 1968-
Born in Winchester, Birmingham alumnus Forrester is a television presenter, producer and author. She first worked for the BBC as a presenter on children's television and went on to present programmes including Tomorrow's World, and Robot Wars.

Fowler Sydney 1874-1965

aka Sydney Fowler Wright, Anthony Wingrave , Alan Seymour 
Fowler was born 6 January 1874 in Birmingham. After being educated at King Edward VI Grammar School he went into accountancy and successfully built up his own firm before turning to writing. With G K Chesterton he founded the Empire Poetry League in 1917 administering its Merton Press and editing the Poetry journal until 1932. In 1919, he published his own first work, Scenes From the Morte d'Arthur, a slim volume of poems. His first novel, Amphibians, published in 1925 was a work of science fiction and proved successful enough to enable Fowler to devote all his energies to writing. He was a prolific writer and produced some of the 20th century’s best science fiction. His novel, Deluge (1928) sold over a million copies. Fowler also wrote detective stories and regularly wrote for newspapers and periodicals. His popularity waned in the 1950s and he died in relative obscurity in 1965 in London. 


Freeman Edward Augustus 1823-1892

Freeman was born in Harborne and educated at Oxford, where he was a Fellow of Trinity College, and later the Regius Professor of Modern History. He became one of the most distinguished English historians of his time. His earlier interest was architecture and he was the first historian to make extensive use in his subject of the evidence and illustrations of that dsicipline. His most famous work was his History of the Norman Conquest 1879. Freeman believed passionately  in the unity of historical study. He also wrote on ancient Greece, Sicily, the Ottoman Empire, the USA and on the methodology of historical study. 
G - Biography
Galton, Francis 1822-1911

Francis Galton, a cousin of Charles Darwin, was born in Sparkbrook 16 February 1822. Although mathematics was not his best subject, his ideas had great influence on the development of statistics, in particular his proof that a normal mixture of normal distributions is itself normal. He also advanced the field of meteorology coining the term ‘anticyclone’ and publishing the world’s first weather map in The Times 1 April 1875. He was a tireless explorer and was interested in anthropology. In later life Galton investigated the importance of heredity as opposed to environmental factors in the development of intelligence. He introduced the use of fingerprints into criminal detection in Britain. He was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society 1876 and knighted 1909. He died at Grayshott House, Haslemere, Surrey 17 January 1911.

Garbett, Samuel 1717-1803 
Samuel Garbett was a wealthy merchant and a partner in Carron Ironworks and a strong advocate of Birmingham canals. He was involved in establishing the Birmingham Library, the Triennial Music Festivals, the General Hospital, and was a town magistrate. He was well acquainted with all members of the Lunar Society although he never attended their meetings.

Greaves, Richard c1630-1681

Richard Greaves, Graves, Grevis, or Greves was the 3rd son of the High Sheriff of Worcester, also named (Sir) Richard Greaves who built the old Moseley Hall and whose tomb may be seen in Kings Norton church. As a parliamentary captain in the Civil War Richard Graves defeated Prince Rupert’s Royalist troops at the battle of Birmingham 1643 killing Rupert’s favourite, the Earl of Denbigh in the process. Birmingham was subsequently torched in reprisal. Colonel Graves raised the Lord General's Own Regiment of Horse 1644. Greaves was appointed by Parliament 1646 as constable ie. jailer at Holmby (Holdenby) House, Northamptonshire where King Charles I was imprisoned; he was planning to place Charles in parliamentary custody, when Cromwell sent troops to arrest the king. Cromwell suspected Greaves, probably with good reason, by then of being sympathetic to the king. Now, as a supporter of Parliament against Cromwell’s New Model Army, Greaves incurred the Lord Protector's wrath and fled to Holland to join Charles II in exile. Greaves returned with Charles and fought as a Royalist colonel with him at the Battle of Worcester 3 September 1651. He was captured by the Roundheads and sent to the Tower of London to await trial. Surprisingly, perhaps, he was given bail but on condition he travel no further than 5 miles from Moseley Hall. After the restoration of the monarchy he ended his days peacefully at Moseley as lord of the manor after his elder brother Thomas’s death 1676 and dispensed justice as a local magistrate.

Green, Henry 1905-1973  See Yorke, Henry Vincent 
Guest, Edgar Albert 1881-1959

Eddie Guest was born in Birmingham in 1881 and taken as a young child to Michigan USA. In 1895 at the age of 13 he signed on with the Free Press in Detroit as an office boy and stayed for 60 years. Three years later Guest became a cub reporter. By 1898 he worked as assistant exchange editor culling items from newspapers with which the Free Press exchanged non-news articles as fillers. Noting that many were in verse, Guest thought he might as well write his own verse as cut that of others and submitted a homely dialect verse of his own to the Sunday editor. More contributions of verse and observations led to a weekly and and then a daily column, Breakfast Table Chat. In 1908, standing in the rain as the solitary mourner for a workaday journalist who had long since been forgotten, Guest determined to escape that fate by becoming a specialist. From that day on he wrote only in verse. Readers loved it and asked where they could find collections of his folksy verses. Guest’s younger brother Harry was a typesetter, and they bought a case of type and together they went into the book publishing business. Every evening after work Harry worked in the attic setting the type. He had only enough type to set eight pages before he had to print and break up the forms for the next eight. They printed 800 copies of a 136-page book, Home Rhymes. It quickly sold out and Guest went on to publish over twenty collections whose sales ran into millions. His most popular, It Takes a Heap o' Livin', sold more than a million copies by itself. Guest's verses, originally clipped by other exchange editors, went into syndication and were eventually carried by more than 300 newspapers. His popularity led to one of radio’s longest-running shows, appearances on television, in Hollywood and across the country. For over 30 years there was not a day that the Free Press went to press without one of Guest's verses. Shunned by the critics Guest followed a simple formula to popular success: "I take simple everyday things that happen to me and I figure it happens to a lot of other people and I make simple rhymes out of them."
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Hall, Thomas 1633-1665

Born in Worcester, the son of a cloth merchant, Thomas Hall was educated at Kings School Worcester and Pembroke College Cambridge, becoming a priest 1652. He was appointed Master of the Kings Norton Free School (Kings Norton Grammar School) by the rector of Bromsgrove, his brother, in 1629 at the age of 19, and subsequently curate at Kings Norton. He raised the standards at the school to such a degree that pupils came from not only across the Midlands but from as far as Ireland and Northumberland. He sent pupils on to Oxford University, many to be priests; he ran post-graduate theological training at the school. Sir Richard Greves of Moseley was Hall’s patron. Hall was very much a puritan and strongly pro-parliament during the Civil War. He was outspoken in his views, preached in Birmingham and around the area, and published religious and social pamphlets and books. Hall had a fine library of 300 books at the school which he bequeathed to the Library of Birmingham; they are now housed in Birmingham Central Library. At the restoration of the monarchy Hall could not accept the Act of Uniformity 1662 which restored the Book of Common Prayer to an episcopalian Church of England. He therefore lost his living and died in poverty 1665. He expressed the wish to be buried in Kings Norton churchyard; however, his grave is unknown. In 1983 a blue commemorative plaque was placed by the Birmingham Civic Society on the Old Grammar School.
Hall-Edwards, John 1858-1926

The pioneer of X-ray treatment in Britain, John Hall-Edwards lost his left arm through over-exposure to X-rays. He took the first X-ray in this country for the purposes of an operation in 1896. He became Senior Medical Officer in charge of the General Hospital X-ray department. During World War 1 he was appointed Senior Medical Officer at the Military Command Depot at Sutton Coldfield; he was later in charge of X-ray departments at Hollymoor, Monyhull and Rubery Military Hospitals. Becoming a Unionist member of the City Council at a by-election in Rotton Park Ward 1920 he served on the Public Health, Museum and Art Gallery, and Public Libraries Committees. He was a keen photographer and one of a dozen Honorary Fellows of the Royal Photographic Society. Major Hall-Edwards is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque on the Birmingham Children’s’ Hospital (formerly the General Hospital) Steelhouse Lane.

Hancock, Tony 1924-1968

Anthony Hancock was born 42 Southam Road Hall Green 12 May 1924 where a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque commemorates the fact; three years later the family moved to Bournemouth where his father kept a pub with bed & breakfast accommodation for theatrical people. During World War 2 Hancock served in the RAF and took part in forces entertainment; after the war he took up acting professionally and worked in pantomime, in seaside summer shows and sometimes in straight theatre. In 1948 he worked at the Windmill Theatre which led to parts in radio’s Educating Archie 1951. In 1954 his famous character was created in Hancock’s Half Hour on radio and on television 1956-1960. He went to Australia to work on a TV comedy series and there committed suicide 26 June 1968. A sculpture portraying Hancock stands in Old Square unveiled by Sir Harry Secombe 1996.

Harman, John - Bishop Vesey c1462-1554

John Harman, eldest son of William and Joan Harman, was born c1462 at Old Moor Hall, a farm in Sutton Coldfield. After his father’s death Harman was brought up his mother’s relations, the Veseys whose surname he adopted. He studied at Oxford, entered the priesthood and was appointed 1489 chaplain to Henry VII’s queen, Elizabeth of York. When Henry VIII became king 1509 Vesey was a close adviser. He became Bishop of Exeter 1519. On returning to Sutton for his mother’s funeral 1524 and found the town in decline, the market place deserted, the manor house demolished. Sutton had been a prosperous market under the patronage of the Earls of Warwick, but when Richard Neville Earl of Warwick died 1471, his lands were forfeit to the crown. Henry VIII agreed a charter of incorporation for Sutton 1528 placing town government in the hands of the Warden and Society of the Royal Town of Sutton Coldfield, 24 prominent local inhabitants. Vesey rebuilt the market place, built a town hall, revived local weaving, built bridges and the stone Vesey houses and founded the Bishop Vesey Grammar School still in existence. He died at Moor Hall 23 October 1554 and is buried in Holy Trinity Church commemorated by a monument.


Haworth, Walter 1883- 1950

Walter Norman Haworth was born in Chorley, Lancashire 19 March 1883 and attended the local school until, aged 14, he joined his father in linoleum manufacture. At work he was interested in the chemistry of dyes and undertook private tuition in Preston which enabled him to pass for Manchester University where he entered the Chemistry Department 1903. He graduated with a First 1906 and subsequently received his doctor's degree 1910 at Göttingen. From 1911 Haworth worked at Imperial College London, St Andrews University in Scotland and at Durham University. Haworth was appointed Professor and Director of the Department of Chemistry at Birmingham University 1925 and stayed there until his retirement 1948, becoming Dean of the Science Faculty. He was especially interested in the structures of sugars. Following his synthesis of ascorbic acid which led to cheaper commercial production, later researches helped co-ordinate the chemical, physical and biological problems concerned with bacterial polysaccharides. Haworth was awarded the Nobel Prize in Chemistry 1937, was President of the Chemical Society 1944-1946, and Fellow 1928, and Vice-President 1947-1948 of the Royal Society. He died 19 March 1950.

Haydon-Jones, Ann 1938-

Born Adrianne Shirley Haydon on 7 October 1938 in Birmingham is a table tennis and lawn tennis champion. She followed her parents as a table tennis player but soon developed as a lawn tennis player becoming 1956 Wimbledon Girls' Singles champion. She won the 1961 French Open and made the finals of the US Open. In 1962, she married P F Jones becoming known as Ann Haydon-Jones. She won the French title a second time in 1966. At both the 1967 Wimbledon Championships and the US Open she made the finals but lost to Billie Jean King. However, two years later the two met in the Wimbledon finals again, this time Haydon-Jones won, the first left-handed female player to do so. She also won the Mixed Doubles with Australian Fred Stolle and was voted BBC Sports Personality of the Year. In 1985 Ann Haydon-Jones was voted into the International Tennis Hall of Fame.

Henshaw, Frederick 1807-1891

Artist Frederick Henry Henshaw lived in Green Lane Small Heath. He was encouraged by Turner to pursue nature work and is especially noted for his woodland scenes. He was secretary of the Royal Birmingham Society of Artists RBSA and exhibited in London and Birmingham, in 1866 showing 200 of his works at the Birmingham Art Gallery which has examples of his work.

Henman, William 1846-1917
Born in London, the second son of an architect, Henman showed early promise. In Birmingham he worked on chambers in Cornwall Street but is best known for the General Hospital 1897 for which he won a competition for his neo-Jacobean design.


Heywood, Anne 1931- See Pretty, Violet Joan

Hill, Rowland 1795-1879
Rowland Hill was born 3 December 1795 in Kidderminster. His father, Thomas Wright Hill ran a fee-paying school called Hill-Top in Gough Street 1803. This transferred to the Hagley Road as Hazelwood 1819, run by Rowland and his brother Matthew as an innovative ‘democratic’ school. Pupils were taught self-discipline, self-government and self-education. There was an effective school council and an elected disciplinary committee of pupils. The school, the first to have a science laboratory and gas-lighting, also had a swimming pool, stage, library and central heating, and earned visits and the admiration of such notables as anti-slavery MP William Wilberforce, essayist Thomas De Quincey and philosopher Jeremy Bentham. The Hill brothers published Public Education 1822 based on Hazelwood proposing compulsory science and physical education and ending corporal punishment. Five years later Hill moved the school to London where he subsequently retired with ill-health. He had a wide range of interests including astronomy, mathematics, printing, tax reform and transport. He published Post Office Reform: Its Importance and Practicability 1837 showing that transport charges were the least important factor in the cost of handling letters. Complicated charging scales based on distance were calculated by hosts of clerks maintaining detailed beaurocratic accounts, and the efficiency of the whole system compromised by the collection of money from recipients on delivery of letters. Hill proposed a uniform charge of one penny per half ounce, regardless of distance, and prepayment using adhesive stamps sold by post offices. Vested-interest opposition was overcome by immense popular support for Hill’s system which was introduced by parliament 1840 with the introduction of the famous Penny Black stamp whose design principles have remained those of all subsequent British stamps. The system was gradually adopted world-wide, first by Switzerland and Brazil 1843, and remains the basis of postal services today.  Hill was secretary to the Post Office 1854-64. He was knighted by Queen Victoria 1860. Hill died 27 August 1879 in Hampstead, London and was buried in Westminster Abbey.  His statue stands outside the General Post Office in London; he is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque at 146 Hagley Road and in :ionel Street in the city centre.

Hopkins, Gerard Manley 1844-1889

Born into a prosperous middle-class family at Stratford in London 28 July 1844, Gerard Manley Hopkins was educated at Cholmondeley School, Highgate where he showed very early signs of talent. In 1863 he won a scholarship to Balliol College, Oxford to read classics. He visited John Henry Newman at the Birmingham Oratory 1866 and converted to Roman Catholicism that year. He left university and went to the Oratory to spend time with Newman; he taught at the Oratory school for a while, but found it hard - Hopkins wrote to a friend in 1868: 

‘Teaching is very burdensome, especially when you have much of it: I have. I have not much time and almost no energy - for I am always tired - to do anything on my own account.’ 

In 1868 he entered the Society of Jesus, the Jesuits; after being ordained a priest 1877 he worked in London, Oxford, Liverpool, Glasgow and Chesterfield. From 1882-1884 he taught classics at Stonyhurst College Blackburn. In 1884 he was appointed to the Chair of Classics at University College Dublin. It was here he died 8 June 1889. Hopkins’ poetry is written in an innovative and concentrated style; he is a master of the descriptive especially of the natural world and a major religious poet. However, his work was unknown to all but a few friends during his lifetime; the first collection of his poetry was not published until 1918.

Holyoake, George Jacob 1817-1906

Born in Birmingham 13 April 1817, the son of a whitesmith, Holyoake is known as a socialist, secularist and co-operator. From the age of 8 he worked with his father at the foundry and in 1836 started evening classes at Birmingham Mechanics' Institute where he came into contact with Robert Owen’s socialist ideas. The following year he joined Owen's Association of All Classes of All Nations became a member of the Birmingham Chartists. Turned down in 1840 for a post as mathematics teacher Mechanics' Institute probably because of his socialist and atheistic views, he applied and was accepted as an Owenite Social Missionary. His first post was as a lecturer at Worcester Hall of Science and the following year transferred to Sheffield. As well as lecturing to adults he established a children’s day school. Holyoake was the last person in Britain convicted of blasphemy and served 6 months in prison 1841 for saying in a public lecture that England was too poor to support a God and should consider retiring him. On his release he invented the term secularism to describe his stance and founded the The Reasoner to propagate his belief that Christianity should be replaced by a system based on reason and science. Running for over 15 years it was an important contribution to working-class politics. Holyoake joined the struggle against government attempts to censor newspapers and journals and was prosecuted for publishing without paying the punitive Stamp Tax. He devoted his later years to the promotion of the co-operative movement among the working class. He wrote the history of the Rochdale Pioneers 1857, The History of Co-operation in England 1875 and The Co-operative Movement of To-day 1891. His autobiography, Sixty Years of an Agitator's Life published 1892 was not only an account of his life but a history of 19th-century radicalism. Holyoake died in Brighton 22 January 1906 and is buried in London’s Highgate Cemetery.

Hutton, Catherine 1756-1846

Catherine Hutton was born 11 February 1756 the only daughter of William Hutton and brother of Thomas Hutton. She had a close relationship with her father and lived with him at Bennetts Hill, Washwood Heath. She never married and, though often suffering ill health, lived to the age of 90, dying 13 March 1846. Catherine Hutton was a prolific letter writer; a collection was published by her cousin Catherine Hutton Beale 1891. Her output as a novelist was not great although it was well received at the time: Oakwood Hall was published 1819, The Tour of Africa 1821, The Welsh Mountaineer 1817. She was instrumental in publishing editions of her father's work including An History of Birmingham; after William Hutton's death 1817 she edited his autobiography.

Hutton, William 1723-1815 
William Hutton, son of a wool-comber was born in Derby 30 September 1723. After 2 years schooling he went to work at the age of 7 in a silk mill. His mother died when he was 10; at the age of 15 he left his alcoholic father to work with his uncle as a stocking-maker in Nottingham. William was a keen reader and in 1746 began collecting books, after three years opening a bookshop in Southwell. By 1751 he had moved into a larger shop in Birmingham, a town beginning to expand, and within 10 years he was the most the important bookseller in town. He built Red Hill House at Bennetts Hill Washwood Heath as his country residence 1769, a spot which he had often passed en route to his home town of Derby. Hutton, a Quaker, was a victim of 1791 Birmingham Riots; his house and shop were both burned down. William Hutton write the first History of Birmingham 1782 (See William Hutton 1783 An History of Birmingham 2nd Edition) and A Narrative of the Birmingham Riots 1791. After his death 1815 his daughter, Catherine published The Life of William Hutton. See BIBLIOGRAPHY. Hutton is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque on the site of his High Street shop near the junction of New Street.
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Iommi, Tony 1948-

Born 19 February 1948 in Aston, Iommi played with several blues-based rock bands and formed Earth with three old school friends: bassist Terry "Geezer" Butler, drummer Bill Ward, and singer John ‘Ozzy’ Osbourne. He worked at a sheet metal factory where a machine sliced off the fingertips of his right hand. Depressed. He thought his guitar playing days were over until a friend told him about jazz guitarist Django Reinhardt who lost use of two fingers in a gypsy campfire accident. Earth changed their name to Black Sabbath from the Boris Karloff horror film of the same name and began to explore dark subjects. The music became repetitive and heavy and created the blueprint for heavy metal. By the mid-1970s constant touring and drug abuse began to break up the band and Osbourne left in 1979. After keeping the Sabbath name alive with several non-Osbourne tracks, Iommi shifted the band’s focus to Europe and undertook ground-breaking tours in Russia and the East. The original Sabbath line-up reunited for highly successful tours in the late 1990s. On 3 June 2002 Iommi joined Osbourne to perform in front of the Royal Family and 12 000 members of the public on Buckingham Palace lawn to celebrate the Queen’s Golden Jubilee.

Irving, Washington 1783-1859
American writer Washington Irving visited Birmingham many times from 1815 to stay with his sister Sarah. She was married to American-born businessman Henry van Wart, a naturalised Briton, the founder of the Birmingham Exchange and a director of the Birmingham Banking Company; he was  involved in local politics becoming one of Birmingham’s first aldermen. Irving stayed at the van Warts’ home in Ladywood Lane (now known as Icknield Street West) between the canal at Monument Lane and Spring Hill Library, and at Camden Hill (now Newhall Hill) on Legge Lane/ Frederick Street corner. Neither house has survived. He later stayed with them at 13 Calthorpe Street Edgbaston and at The Shrubbery on the Hagley Road. He used to entertain the van Warts’ two sons and two daughters with his story-telling. Irving wrote a collection of essays The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon 1819 in which is to be found the famous story of Rip van Winkle which he wrote overnight at Camden Hill and which he read to the family at breakfast next morning. This book was followed by The Legend of Sleepy Hollow. The setting of Bracebridge Hall was based on visits to Aston Hall where Irving met James Watt Junior; the name Bracebridge derives from an in-law of the Holtes, previous occupants of the hall. Later books included Alhambra 1832 and Mahomet and his Successors 1850 which were written on his travels but completed in Birmingham. Washington Irving is commemorated by Irving Street near B1 Holloway Head in the City Centre and by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque on the Forward Trust building in Calthorpe Road Edgbaston.

 
See Stanley T Williams 1935 The Life of Washington Irving.

Issigonis, Alexander 1906-1988

Alexander Arnold Constantine Issigonis was born in Smyrna (now Izmir) Turkey 18 November 1906; his mother was the daughter of a Bavarian brewer, his father a naturalised Briton of Greek origin who ran a marine engineering business. At the end of World War 1 1918 the British community in Turkey were evacuated by the Royal Navy; Issigonis’ father died en route in Malta and the family arrived in England 1922. He took an engineering course at Battersea Polytechnic and by 1928 was working as a draughtsman with a London engineer developing semi-automatic transmission. He moved to the drawing office of Humber Cars in Coventry and later to Morris at Cowley designing independent suspension. In the early 1940s Issigonis began work on the Morris Minor; the design team consisted only of himself and two draughtsmen to interpret his sketches. The style was influenced by the American Packard Clipper. When William Morris saw the first Minor running in 1947 he was unimpressed describing it ‘a poached egg’. However, within 11 years one million Morris Minors had been sold, a record for a British car. With the Morris-Austin merger 1952 Issigonis moved to Alvis, but returned to Austin 1955 as technical director. Here he designed the revolutionary Mini, small (3m), compact, cheap and with a uniquely positioned transverse engine. By Issigonis's death 1988 5 million Minis had been sold. The production run in Birmingham ended in October 2000 after more than 30 years. Issigonis became a fellow of the Royal Society 1967 and was knighted 1969. He died 2 October 1988.
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Jackson, Barry Vincent 1879-1961
Born in Birmingham 6 September 1879, Sir Barry Jackson is best remembered as the founder of Birmingham Repertory Theatre, first opened in 1913 in Station Street. Famous actors such Laurence Olivier, Paul Schofield and Peggy Ashcroft began their careers here. From 1919, as well as maintaining his work in Birmingham, Jackson began ten years in production in London’s West End, and founded and ran the Malvern Festival from 1929 to 1937 for which George Bernard Shaw was to write some of his most famous plays. During World War 2 Jackson produced plays to boost public morale; he also introduced ‘Plays in the Park’ in the Birmingham’s main public parks. In 1946 he directed the first of three seasons at the Shakespeare Memorial Theatre in Stratford on Avon. Knighted in 1925, Sir Barry Jackson was given the Freedom of the City of Birmingham in 1955. He died in Birmingham in 1961. The new Rep opened in 1971 in Centenary Square; a bust of Sir Barry stands in the foyer. He is also is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque on the Old Rep.


Jackson, Michael 1944-

General Sir Mike Jackson, GCB, CBE, DSO, ADC was born 21 March 1944. After being a cadet at Stamford School he entered Birmingham University 1961. He was commissioned into the Intelligence Corps aged 19 in 1963, specialising in the threat from the Soviet Union. He transferred to the Parachute Regiment 1970 serving in Northern Ireland then spent two years as Chief of Staff of the Berlin Infantry Brigade, before commanding a parachute company in Northern Ireland, later becoming commanding officer of 1 Para 1984-1986. In the 1990s Jackson served NATO as deputy to the Supreme Allied Commander Europe, General Wesley Clark. He is well known for refusing to block the runways of Russian-occupied Pristina Airport to isolate the Russian troops there. Had he complied with his orders, there was a chance that British troops could have come into armed conflict with the Russians. He was dubbed "Macho Jacko" by British tabloids. After the 2003 Iraq War, in 2005, soldiers of 1st Battalion, The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers, were found guilty of abuse of Iraqi prisoners. After they were sentenced Jackson stated on television that: ‘the incidents are in direct contradiction to the core values and standards of the British Army . . . I do apologize on behalf of the army to those Iraqis who were abused and to the people of Iraq as a whole.’ He refuses to be photographed in a suit, preferring military uniform instead, with the famous red beret of the Parachute Regiment. He is currently Chief of the General Staff. 

Jerrard, Alan 1897-1968
Born 3 December 1897 in London, Alan Jerrard was a student at Birmingham University when he volunteered for the army 1915 following the outbreak of World War 1. He joined the South Staffordshire Regiment January 1916 and transferred to the Royal Flying Corps in August. He served in France and was seriously injured when his plane crashed in August 1917; Jerrard then served in Italy 1918. On 30 March 1918 he won three victories for which he was awarded the Victoria Cross. However, Jerrard's Sopwith Camel was shot down and he was captured, although he escaped some months later. After the war he remained in the Royal Air Force and retired as a Flight Lieutenant 1933. Jerrard died at Weston-super-Mare 14 May 1968.


Johnson, Henry 1809-1890

Henry Johnson was born in Lichfield 28 February 1809, the son of a candlemaker who came to Birmingham while Henry was still young. Henry worked for his father until his mid-twenties when he took a job in a timber yard where he eventually became manager. He learnt to ring the bells at Aston church and soon became an accomplished ringer, conductor and composer. Johnson became ringing master of the revived St Martin’s Youths from 1844 and was instrumental in encouraging good relations between the rival bands of St Martin’s and St Philip’s. He rang peals at many towers locally in the west Midlands as well as taking part in ringing tours around the country. Such was his esteem that a celebration dinner held for his 80th birthday was attended by officials from societies all over the country as well as by the most prominent ringers. As a result of this meeting of eminent ringers the Central Council of Change Ringers was set up. The Henry Johnson Memorial Dinner continues to be held annually in Birmingham. Henry Johnson died 7 January 1890; ‘Whether as companion, friend, ringer, conductor, or composer it is doubtful whether the Exercise (ie. bellringing) will ever again meet with his equal.’ (John Day quoted in Ingram & Jones 2002. See BIBLIOGRAPHY)
Johnson, Samuel 1709-1784

Johnson was born in Lichfield, the son of a bookseller whose shop was in Lichfield Market Square. Aged 5 he attended Dame Oliver's School in Dam Street before going on to Lichfield Grammar School and later to Stourbridge Grammar School. At Pembroke College Oxford he suffered from mental stress aggravated by poverty and poor eyesight and left after a year. He taught in Market Bosworth before coming to Birmingham where he lived for three years; during this time he met his future wife, Elizabeth Porter, a woman 20 years older than he who had children from a previous marriage but with financial security. Johnson wrote for the Birmingham Journal and published his first book, a translation from French, Lobo’s A Voyage to Abyssinia 1735 which was published in Birmingham. The couple set up a school near Lichfield with little success. However, one of Johnson's pupils was David Garrick and together they went to London 1737, Johnson to write for The Gentleman's Magazine and Garrick to become a playwright and actor. In 1747 he began work on his influential Dictionary of the English Language which took 8 years to complete. In London Johnson published a magazine, wrote for the theatre, and wrote poetry, criticism and essays; he became known for his wit and wisdom and moved in literary society, being associated with James Boswell, Fanny Burney, Sir Joshua Reynolds and Oliver Goldsmith. He died 1784 and is buried in Westminster Abbey. Johnson’s life is well-known from his biography, The Life of Samuel Johnson 1791 by his friend James Boswell. Johnson was an expert with a well-turned phrase and is still often quoted:

A man ought to read just as inclination leads him; for what he reads as a task will do him little good.

All intellectual improvement arises from leisure.

What is written without effort is in general read without pleasure.

A cucumber should be well sliced, and dressed with pepper and vinegar, and then thrown out, as good for nothing.

He who does not mind his belly will hardly mind anything else.

No man but a blockhead ever wrote, except for money.

The Johnson Collection in the Central Library contains some 2000 volumes by and about Johnson including almost all the first editions such as the 1755 Dictionary.

Jones, William 1839-1913 
Born at Evesham 1839 Jones joined the army aged 19 in Birmingham December 1858 to serve in Mauritius, Burma and India. He was awarded the Long Service & Good Conduct Medal. Jones won the Victoria Cross during the Anglo-Zulu War at the Battle of Rorke's Drift 22-23 January 1879 when 110 British soldiers stood against 4000 Zulu warriors. The Zulus broke through the slender defences and set fire to the hospital’s thatched roof. With Private Robert Jones (also awarded the VC) William Jones moved 6 men to safety. When relief arrived the British had lost 17 killed, the Zulus 500; a record 11 Victoria Crosses were awarded to the Rorkes Drift defenders. Jones received his medal from Queen Victoria at Windsor Castle 13 January 1880. Due to chronic rheumatism he was discharged from the army the following month and moved to Birmingham. Unable to find regular employment he did some acting before touring with Buffalo Bill's Wild West Show. He later moved to Chorlton-on-Medlock, Lancashire and in 1910 was admitted to Bridge Street Workhouse in Manchester. He died 15 April 1913 and was buried in a common grave at Philips Park Cemetery, Manchester. He was forced to pawn his Victoria Cross which is now in the South Wales Borderers Museum, Brecon.
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Kenneally, John 1921-2000 
Leslie Robinson aka. Leslie Jackson aka. John Patrick Kenneally was born 15 March 1921, the illegitimate son of a wealthy Jewish textile manufacturer from Manchester. His mother was the 18-year-old unmarried daughter of a Blackpool pharmacist, consequently disowned by her family; she went to live with a friend in Birmingham where she changed her name to Jackson and had her son christened Leslie. Kenneally was brought up in a poor area of Birmingham where his mother earned enough as a hairdresser and prostitute to send him to King Edward VI Grammar School where he joined the Army Cadets. Before the outbreak of World War 2 he joined the Territorial Army as a gunner then transferred to the Honourable Artillery Company, the Gunners. In detention at Wellington Barracks for overstaying leave he was in the custody of the Irish Guards and was so impressed that he wanted to transfer to them. When his regiment refused he deserted. He joined a gang of Irish building labourers in Glasgow who acquired for him the identity card and national insurance number of one John Patrick Kenneally who had returned to Ireland. He enlisted in the Irish Guards and by March 1943 was sailing with the 1st Battalion for Tunisia. One month later, 29 April 1943, Kenneally won his VC when he spotted a company of Panzer Grenadiers preparing to assault his company. Single-handed he charged the enemy line, firing his bren gun from the hip as he ran; the enemy company broke and ran. The next day he did the same again but was hit by a bullet in the leg. However, he would not give up his bren gun or leave the position. After the war he joined the new 1st Guards Parachute Battalion to maintain peace between Arabs and Jews in Palestine. He left the Army in July 1948 and made a career for himself in the motor industry running his own garage before retiring to Worcestershire. He died 27 September 2000. 


Ketelbey, Albert W 1875-1959

Albert Ketleby (sic) was born 9 August 1875 in B19 Aston Newtown at 41 Alma Street (now demolished), the son of a jeweller, later a teacher at Vittoria Street School of Art. He became head choirboy at St Silas Church Lozells. Aged 11 he composed a piano sonata which impressed Edward Elgar, the manuscript of which is now in Central Library Archives, and attended the newly-formed Birmingham & Midland Institute School of Music. He won easily a music scholarship to Trinity College of Music; a runner-up was Gustav Holst. It was probably at college that he changed his name from Ketleby to Ketelby (emphasis on the middle syllable). He became a well-known international conductor, music editor to a number of publishing houses and the musical director of Columbia Gramophone Company. As a composer he is known for his descriptive composition and is remembered for works such as In a Monastery Garden, In a Chinese Temple Garden, and In a Persian Market. He was probably better known and more highly rated on the continent of Europe than in England. Ketelby died at his home in Cowes on the Isle of Wight. He is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque on the Birmingham and Midland Institute in Margaret Street in the city centre,

Kilroy-Silk, Robert 1942-

Kilroy-Silk was born and raised in Shard End and educated at Sparkhill Commercial School. After studying at the London School of Economics he worked as a university lecturer before becoming a Labour MP 1974 representing Ormskirk, Lancashire from 1974 and Knowsley North following the 1983 boundary review. He left parliament and became a daytime chat-show host in Kilroy first broadcast 1986 and with a run of 18 years. His show was taken off air by the BBC 2004 for Kilroy’s contentious comments in the Sunday Express about repressive Arab regimes. Kilroy-Silk was opposed to Britain's EU membership and joined the United Kingdom Independence Party in May 2004, successfully standing as the party's candidate for the East Midlands. 
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Lanchester, Frederick William 1868-1946

Frederick Lanchester was an engineer who made important contributions to automotive engineering and aerodynamics. He has a claim to having built the first British motor car 1896. Born in London 23 October 1868, Lanchester went to Hartley University College (now Southampton University) 1891 and the National School of Science at Imperial College. His first work was a theory of aerodynamics developed 1892, but he was persuaded not to publish in this outlandish field as it might ruin his reputation as an engineer. He did publish a new system for colour photography 1895. In 1889 he joined the Forward Gas Engine Company in Birmingham and in 1893 set up his own workshop where he designed and built his first engine which was fitted to a boat designed by his brothers. Launched at Oxford 1894 it was probably the first all-British powerboat. In 1895 he and his brother built the first petrol car in England, a chain-driven single cylinder 5hp internal combustion engine vehicle. Unhappy with its performance, they rebuilt the engine the following year as a 2-cylinder version using Lanchester’s new carburettor. The car completed a 1000-mile tour in 1900. Three of the eight Lanchester brothers started the Lanchester Engine Company 1900 to sell Fred’s designs. Lanchester continued to make changes: a water-cooled engine 1902, an 18hp model 1904 and a 20hp 4-cylinder design and a 38hp 6-cylinder 1907. During this period he also experimented with fuel injection, turbochargers, steering wheels and he invented the accelerator pedal. Among other firsts, he invented detachable wire wheels, pressure-fed oiled bearings, stamped steel pistons and piston rings. The cars were famous for their smooth running, due to Lanchester's unwillingness to leave well alone until he considered the design perfect. The company sold 350 cars of various designs 1900-1904, when it went bankrupt due to the financial incompetence of the directors. However, it was immediately reformed as the Lanchester Motor Company. After World War 1 they introduced the Forty, a rival for the Rolls-Royce. A 4440 cc straight-8 was launched at the 1928 Southport Rally. This was the last real Lanchester, for in 1931 the company was acquired by Daimler and Lanchesters became rebadged Daimlers. However, Lanchester's real interest remained mechanical flight. He developed a model for the vortices that occur behind wings during flight, which included the first full description of lift and drag and developed a theory of oscillations and stalls. During this work he outlined the basic layout almost all aircraft have used since then. He published Aerial Flight in 1907 and was invited to join Prime Minister Asquith's advisory committee on aeronautics 1909. An experimental aircraft co-designed by Lanchester did not survive its trial flight 1911, and he abandoned practical aviation, though he did, continue with studies in theory aviation. He died 8 March 1946. In Birmingham he is remembered by the Lanchester Car Monument, an open-air sculpture at Bloomsbury designed by Tim Tolkien, to commemorate the site where the first four-wheel petrol car was made by Frederick Lanchester.


Lapworth, Charles 1842-1920

Born at Faringdon, Berkshire 1842 Charles Lapworth trained as a teacher and took up a post in Galashiels Scotland 1864. It was in Scotland that he became interested in geology. His study of graptolite fossils in the Southern Uplands map in much greater detail than had been done previously. As a result of his amateur contribution the Geological Survey had to re-map the whole area. In 1879 Lapworth resolved the location of the boundary between the Cambrian rock system and the Silurian which had had been hotly debated for many years. He clearly demonstrated the existence of a middle system, the Ordovician by detailed examination of the fossil evidence which showed three distinct periods. His reputation led to his appointment 1881 as the first professor of geology at Mason College, forerunner Birmingham University. The following summer he began to re-examine the geological structure of the Northwest Highlands of Scotland, a source of great controversy as older metamorphic rocks apparently lay on top of younger limestone. Lapworth realised that this was due to a complex series of folding and faulting. He subsequently studied Midlands and Welsh Border geology, regularly leading field trips of students, amateur and professional geologists, and various societies. He continued his work on graptolite fossils becoming the world authority. Lapworth also contributed to work on Midlands coal, water resources and engineering. In recognition of a pre-eminent place in geology Charles Lapworth was awarded the Royal Society’s Gold Medal 1891 and the Geological Society’s Wollaston Medal 1899. He died in 1920. The complete archive of Lapworth's work is housed in the Lapworth Museum at the University of Birmingham. Mason College of Science bought them for £250 in 1880 as the beginnings of their geology museum, now known as the Lapworth Museum. The museum opened 1880 is now housed in the Aston-Webb building at Birmingham University and has the best and most extensive collection of fossils, minerals and rocks in the Midlands, over 250 000 specimens. It is open to the public.


Lavender, Ian 1946-

Lavender has had a long acting career on TV, most famously as Private Pike in Dad's Army. He has appeared in Casualty, Yes, Minister and Eastenders. 


Lewis, John 1889-1976

John Lewis, born 6 February 1889, was a Unitarian minister and Marxist philosopher, the author of works on philosophy, anthropology, and religion. His father, a successful builder and architect, came from a Welsh farming family, and was a devout Methodist. But young Lewis's views clashed with his father’s and their quarrels led to his being disinherited. Lewis attended Dulwich College and University College, London, where he gained a BSc. He left the Methodist church to become a Congregationalist, studying for the ministry at Cambridge. In 1916 he was appointed to a Presbyterian church in Gravesend, moving in 1924 to a church in Birmingham. He gained a PhD in philosophy from the Birmingham University, specialising in the philosophy of Karl Marx, and later becoming a Marxist himself. By 1929, his views were too strong for his church and he moved to Ipswich as a Unitarian minister. His political sermons attracted a large youth following, but upset older, conservative members whose complaints led Lewis to offer his resignation, to be put to a vote of the membership. In a packed meeting he received the support of the majority of members. Lewis participated in anti-war activity from 1916; he also became involved in work to support the unemployed and served on the local Trades Union Council. He was actively involved with the Boy Scout movement, running a troop, and writing training booklets. He acted as a guide for outdoor holidays organised by the Holiday Fellowship and often went to Switzerland to take parties up the Matterhorn. In the 1935 General Election he stood unsuccessfully as Labour candidate for Great Yarmouth. In 1936 the Left Book Club founded by publisher Victor Gollancz gained great popularity. Lewis left the ministry to begin building a national network of discussion groups, and soon there were groups in every town. The Left Book Club became a quasi-political party. Lewis was editor of the British Marxist journal, The Modern Quarterly 1946-1953. During World War 2 Lewis was a lecturer for the British Army, working with the Army Education Corps and the Army Bureau of Current Affairs and lecturing on, among other things, Britain's wartime ally, the Soviet Union. Lewis taught at several different schools, including a stint teaching biology at Morley College. He died 12 February 1976.

Lloyd, Charles 1775-1839

Charles Lloyd, the eldest son of the Quaker banker, was educated at home by a tutor and destined to join his father's bank. Instead he turned to writing. His first volume, Poems on various subjects, was published 1795 when he was 20. After meeting Samuel Taylor Coleridge in Birmingham the following year Lloyd became his student and friend living with him in Bristol and Nether Stowey until 1796. A year later Lloyd met Charles Lamb and that same year both had poems included in a volume by Coleridge. Lloyd and Lamb then collaborated in a volume, Blank Verse 1798. The following year Lloyd eloped with Sophia Pemberton of Birmingham. Notwithstanding, his father allowed the couple to marry and gave them a generous allowance with which they moved to a mansion at Ambleside in the Lake District where they raised a large family. It is said that Lloyd gave up being a Quaker, because traditional Quaker dress seemed out of place in the countryside. For six years from 1805 he worked on a translation of Ovid's Metamophoses. During this period Thomas De Quincy became a regular daily visitor. By 1811 earlier symptoms of mental illness and epilepsy became worse and he was taken into the care of Erasmus Darwin. At this time Lloyd wrote a novel in letter form, Edmund Oliver 1798, which includes a character unflatteringly based on Coleridge. He was admitted to an asylum near York, but escaped in 1818 to the protection of De Quincy. Certain that Lloyd was no danger to himself or to others, he reunited him with his wife in London. The couple went to live in France but mental illness returned and Lloyd died in an asylum near Versailles shortly before Sophia. 

Lodge, David 1935-

David Lodge was born in London where he attended University College. He took up a teaching post at Birmingham University 1960 and became Professor of Modern English Literature. His fiction work moves from realism to parodies of other literary styles. Nice Work 1988 is written in the style of a 19th-century industrial novel and is set in the West Midlands. Other novels include Changing Places 1975 and Small World 1984. The Language of Fiction 1966 is an important critical work.

Lodge, Oliver Joseph 1851-1940

Oliver Lodge was born at Penkull, Staffordshire. In 1894 he succeeded in transmitting wireless signals a distance of 140 metres using an instrument called a coherer to detect the presence of radio waves; he showed that these waves could be used for signalling. The potential of wireless communication was hampered by its limited range. Lodge applied the idea of electrical tuning to radio 1897. His idea of using a buried earth connection and a longer aerial 1898 was used by Italian Guglielmo Marconi to transmit signals not across metres but kilometres. (Marconi transmitted the first wireless signals in Morse code across the Atlantic Ocean 1901.) Lodge was a professor at University College Liverpool 1881 until 1900 when he was appointed the first Principal of the new University of Birmingham. He was knighted 1902 and remained at Birmingham until 1919, during which time he oversaw the move from Edmund Street to Edgbaston. He was particularly concerned to maintain high standards in the teaching of physics and also the pursuit of fundamental research. Lodge is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque on the front of the student hostels in Westbourne Road.

Loudon, John Claudius 1783-1843 See Webb, Jane
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MacNeice, Louis 1907-1963

Louis MacNeice was born in Belfast 12 September 1907. After studying at Oxford University 1926-30 he became a classics lecturer at Birmingham University 1930-36, and later lecturer in Greek at Bedford College for Women, London 1936-40. In 1941 he began to write and produce radio plays for the BBC. The Dark Tower 1947, a dramatic fantasy in verse with music by Benjamin Britten was recognised as a masterpiece. His first book of poetry, Blind Fireworks 1929, was followed by more than a dozen others until his death 1963. He belonged to a loose group of 1930s poets and wrote The New Poetry with W H Auden, C. Day-Lewis and Stephen Spender whose socially committed and topical work was a reaction to the romanticism of the previous generation. MacNeice was also known for his skilled translations of the classics, especially Horace and Aeschylus. He died 3 September 1963 in London. His autobiography, The Strings are False was published posthumously 1966.

Mahar, Alan 1949 -

Mahar was born in Liverpool, studied in London and moved to the West Midlands in 1976. He now lives in Moseley. He has worked as a freelance writer, editor and teacher in a variety of settings: universities, further education colleges and arts centres, as well as working in a graphic design studio and advertising agency. Mahar has written two novels, Flight Patterns 1999 set in Liverpool, the story of a French parachutist in the 1950s, and After the Man Before 2002, the story of a terraced house in Birmingham in 1987 during the period of Birmingham's urban renewal. His short stories have appeared in London Magazine and Critical Quarterly, and his book reviews have been published in New Statesman, Literary Review and Times Literary Supplement. Alan has recently been writer-in-residence at the The Birmingham Post. He is publishing director of Birmingham's fiction publisher, Tindal Street Press established 1997 by the Tindal Street Fiction Group. The Press has become an established publishing house and plans to publish six fiction titles with a regional focus each year. Its aim is to raise Birmingham's cultural profile, showcase new writers and build a readership for local fiction. Mahar’s novel, Huyton Suite won a Society of Authors research award and a 2002 Arts Council Writers' Award.
Mansell, Nigel Ernest James 1953-

Mansell was born 8 August 1953 in Upton-on-Severn, Worcestershire but spent his childhood and early adult years in Hall Green. He was a student at Rosslyn independent school, Stratford Road, Hall Green Bilateral Secondary, and at Matthew Boulton College where he studied engineeering. After success in kart racing, he resigned his job as an aerospace engineer, sold most of his belongings and went into car racing. Despite breaking his neck in a testing accident, being told he would be bed-ridden for 6 months and would never drive again, Mansell sneaked out of hospital en route to the toilet and went on to become 1977 British Formula Ford champion. He sold his house to move into Formula 3 1979 and drove in F1 for Lotus 1980. In 1985 he joined the Williams team to drive the famous Red 5 car. Mansell was a great favourite with British fans and popular for his aggressive all-or-nothing racing style. In 1989 he became the last driver personally selected by Enzo Ferrari and became known as il leone, the lion, by Ferrari fans. 1992 was Mansell's best season: he won the Drivers' Championship by setting the record for the most wins in one season (9) and highest number of pole positions (14). He was crowned Formula 1 Drivers' Champion at the Hungarian Grand Prix, where he finished second, adding another record to his collection by winning the Drivers' Championship in the least number of Grand Prix. He retired 1995 with 31 victories in F1, 3rd best at the time behind Prost and Senna; Schumacher has since pushed him into 4th place. He won BBC Sports Personality of the Year award twice, 1986 and 1992, one of only three people to do so; and was inducted into the International Motorsports Hall of Fame 2005. He now lives on the Isle of Man. 

Maschwitz, Eric 1901-1969 

Eric Maschwitz aka. Holt Marvell was a British entertainer, writer and broadcaster. Born in Edgbaston, the son of Lithuanian immigrants, he was educated at Repton School and Cambridge. Maschwitz wrote screenplays for several successful films of the 1930s and 1940s, but is best remembered for his lyrics to 1940s popular songs such as A Nightingale Sang in Berkeley Square and These Foolish Things. Maschwitz started acting in the 1920s, joining the BBC 1926. His first radio show was In Town Tonight and his first television show The Black and White Minstrel Show. He went to Hollywood 1939 under contract to MGM, where he worked on Goodbye, Mr. Chips (for which he shared an Academy Award nomination) and Queen of Song, among other films. During World War 2 he served with the Intelligence Corps and became Chief Broadcasting Officer with the 21st Army Group. He left the as a Lieutenant Colonel. In 1958 he rejoined the BBC as Head of Television Light Entertainment. He joined ITV 1963. Maschwitz married twice: firstly to Hermione Gingold and then to Phyllis Gordon.

Mason, Nicholas Berkeley 1944-

Nick Mason, born 27 January 1944 in Birmingham is Pink Floyd’s drummer. Brought up in Hampstead in London, he studied at Regent Street Polytechnic where he joined his first band Sigma 6 in 1964. Mason has played on every Pink Floyd album and is the only person to have remained with the band since its inception in 1965. In 2005 Mason joined Gilmour, Wright and Waters for the first time together in 24 years for the Live 8 concert in London.

Masters, Priscilla 1952-
Priscilla Masters was born in Halifax, Yorkshire, the third of seven multi-racial children adopted by a surgeon and his wife. Brought up in Bridgend in South Wales she was educated at Garw Grammar School, later Ynysawdre Comprehensive. She trained in the late 1960s as a nurse at Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham. While living in the Staffordshire Moorlands she wrote a children's book, Mr Bateman's Garden, a fantasy adventure set at Biddulph Grange. In 1991 she began work as a practice nurse in Leek, which became the setting for her seven DI Joanna Piercey novels, the first Winding up the Serpent published 1995. Masters has also written three medical mysteries and now works as a nurse in Shrewsbury.
McDonald, Paul 1961 -

Born in Walsall, McDonald left school at 16 to become an apprentice saddle-maker. In 1982 he began part-time study with the Open University until moving into full-time education at Birmingham Polytechnic 1986. In 1989 he began a PhD in American writing completed in 1993. Initially as a means of generating extra income, he began to sell fiction to women's magazines and local papers as well as submitting stories and poems to literary magazines. He taught English and American studies at the Wolverhampton University 1994 and has lectured on aspects of American culture at universities in Europe, America and the Far East. He is also interested in writing from the industrial Midlands. His first novel, Surviving Sting (Tindal Street Press 2001) is a comedy set in Walsall. McDonald was a prize-winner in the Ottakar/ Faber & Faber Poetry Competition 1998, 1999 and 2000 and his first poetry collection, The Right Suggestion, was published 1999. He still lives in Walsall.

Medawar, Peter 1915-1987
Peter Brian Medawar was born 28 February 1915 in Rio de Janeiro, the son of a Lebanese-born businessman who became a naturalized British subject. He was educated at Marlborough College and studied zoology at Magdalen College Oxford. After graduation he worked at the Oxford School of Pathology researching biology in relation to medicine. In 1946 he was elected a Fellow of Magdalen College and in 1947 was appointed Mason Professor of Zoology at Birmingham University. He was appointed Director of the National Institute for Medical Research London 1962. Medawar's research at Oxford and subsequently in Birmingham was to investigate the reasons why one person's skin will not graft permanently onto that of another. He developed theories of transplantation immunity and while working in Birmingham on cattle twins discovered that the phenomenon of actively acquired tolerance of homografts could be artificially reproduced, leading to successful human skin grafts. For this work Medawar was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society; he was awarded the Nobel Prize for Medicine 1960.

Mendelssohn-Bartholdy, Felix 1809-1847

Born in Hamburg 3 February 1809 into an intellectual banking family in Berlin, Mendelssohn studied piano and composed his first piece 1820, followed by profusion of sonatas, concertos, string symphonies, piano quartets and songs. He was a talented conductor; his 1829 performance of Bach's St Matthew Passion revived interest in that composer. He embarked on concert tours in England and Scotland, Italy and France before taking up a conducting post at Dusseldorf 1833-1835 and later as conductor of the Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra 1835-47. Mendelssohn was much sought after as a festival organiser; he was especially associated with the Lower Rhine and Birmingham music festivals; he paid ten visits to England; his Piano Concerto in D Minor was written for the 1837 Triennial Music Festival; Mendelssohn’s last visit was in 1847 to conduct the premiere of Elijah in Birmingham. He died aged 38 in Leipzig 4 November 1847.

Mogridge, George 1787-1854

George Mogridge was born in Ashted 17 February 1787. From 1833 Mogridge wrote prolifically writer for The Religious Tract Society under the pseudonym Old Humphrey or Peter Parley, writing almost two hundred stories and religious books for children. He died 2 November 1854 at Hastings.

Morrall, Clare 1952- 

Of Devon origin Morrall came to Birmingham as a student where she now lives and works teaching music. Over 20 years she wrote four novels, all of which were rejected by publishers. She had great success with her fifth novel Astonishing Splashes of Colour published by Tindal Street Press. The novel which explores the dynamics of family life, and synaesthesia, a condition in which emotions can be seen as colours, was shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize for Fiction 2003. The initial print run of 2000 copies quickly proved inadequate – 50 000 were printed in a second run. 
Morris Desmond John 1928 -

Born 24 January 1928 near Swindon, Wiltshire Morris is famous as a zoologist. He began painting seriously in his late teenage years. He began as an undergraduate in Birmingham University Zoology Department, after National Service in the army. In 1950 he shared his first London exhibition of surrealist paintings with Joan Miro. He achieved First Class Honours in Zoology at Birmingham and moved to Oxford University to research his doctorate in animal behaviour. He became known to the public in the 1960s as presenter of ITV's Zoo Time. He is still well-known for The Naked Ape 1967, a book noted for its focus on mankind's animal qualities and similarity with apes. It has been reprinted many times in many languages and continues to be a best-seller. Morris is a notable British Surrealist painter and has shown regularly. 

Morton, Henry 1892-1979
Henry Vollam Morton was born 26 July 1892 at Ashton-under-Lyne. His father was J V Morton, editor of the Birmingham Mail; H V Morton. However, he began his working life as a journalist aged 17 with the Birmingham Express and became assistant editor in just 2 years, moving to London by 1912 as a magazine editor. Having served with the Warwickshire Yeomanry in the World War I he returned and developed his skills as a descriptive writer. Following his acclaimed reporting of Howard Carter’s discovery of Tutankhamun's tomb he was asked by the Daily Express to write a series about London life which was later published as two books. Morton moved to the Daily Herald 1931; again his travel writing was published in best selling books, In the Steps of the Master which sold over half a million copies In the Steps of St Paul 1938 which sold 100 000 copies within the first month. Writing about South Africa 1946 Morton decided to settle near Cape Town and eventually became a naturalised South African. He travelled and wrote into his 70s. Henry Morton died in South Africa 18 June 1979.

Muntz, George Frederic 1794–1857 

The Muntz family originated in Lithuania, later moving to Germany and France. It was Philippe Frederic Muntz who settled in Birmingham after the French Revolution, and here he invested and prospered in a small business. In 1832 George Frederic Muntz invented a brass alloy known as Muntz metal, 60% copper and 40% zinc used to sheathe the hulls of wooden ships to protect them from damage. It was two thirds the price of the copper previously used and just as effective. The firm operated from Elliot Road, Selly Oak. Muntz became one of Birmingham's first MPs 1840. His son, George Frederick bought Umberslade Hall at Tanworth-in-Arden which had been previously rented by his father. He paid for Umberslade Baptist Church to be built and is buried there. His son, Frederick Ernest Muntz, born 1845, succeeded to the family estates 1898. A barrister, JP and Deputy Lieutenant of Warwickshire, was managing director of Horsley Iron Company noted for making the many Birmingham and Midland canal bridges. He died 1922 and is buried in Tanworth-in-Arden churchyard. 

Murdock, William 1784-1839

William Murdoch (he later anglicised it to Murdock), son of a millwright was born in Auchinleck, Ayrshire Scotland 1754. He worked for his father before joining Matthew Boulton and James Watt’s company. It is said that Boulton gave him a job when he saw the wooden hat he was wearing had been turned on his home-made lathe. He was sent to Redruth Cornwall 1784 to install Boulton & Watt steam engines to pump water from the tin mines. While there he experimented with the gas given off from burning coal, and by 1792 managed to light his living-room with a gas flame. He returned to Birmingham 1799 and was made manager of Boulton & Watt’s mechanical department working to improve precision on tools and products. He continued work on gas lighting and in 1802 the world’s first public gas lamps were lit outside the Soho Manufactory; in 1803 Soho Foundry was entirely lit by gas. Boulton & Watt began to sell lighting and heating equipment and Murdock became become a partner in the company. Murdock died in 1839 and is buried near Boulton and Watt in Handsworth church.
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Naden, Constance 1858-1889

Constance Caroline Woodhill Naden was born January 1858 at 15 Francis Road Edgbaston, an only child. Her father, an architect was later president of Birmingham Architectural Association; her mother died a fortnight after her birth and Constance was raised by grandparents, devout baptists and literary enthusiasts. Aged 8-16 she attended the local Unitarian day-school. She was a keen painter and at 16 submitted work to the Birmingham Society of Artists, but was rejected. She continued to study languages and philosophy and attended science courses at the Birmingham and Midlands Institute from 1879 and at Mason College from 1881.  She was keen member of the Birmingham Natural History Society. Inheriting a fortune on her grandmother’s death 1887 Constance travelled to Constantinople, Palestine, Egypt and India and settled in London 1888 becoming involved in scientific society life. She lectured on women's suffrage. Her health failed and she died on Christmas Eve 1889; she is buried in Key Hill Cemetery Cemetery in Warstone Lane next to her mother. Naden’s poetic output was small, two volumes, Songs and Sonnets of Springtime 1881, A Modern Apostle 1887. She came to regard poetry as ‘mere amusement’ and devoted herself to writing philosophical scientific essays: Induction and Deduction won the Heslop Gold Medal. However, her poetry was recognised after death especially after William Gladstone’s Spectator article 11 January 1890.


Neri Vela, Rodolfo 1952-

Neri Vela is a NASA payload specialist who was the first Mexican astronaut to fly in space. After studying at the Universities of Mexico and Essex, he was awarded his doctorate in electromagnetic radiation at the University of Birmingham 1979; and undertook one year of postdoctoral research in waveguides here. Neri flew on the crew of STS-61-B Atlantis 1985 being involved in launching 3 communications satellites and experimenting in space construction techniques.

Newman, John Henry 1801-1890

Born in London 21 February 1801 the eldest of six children to John Newman, a banker and Jemima Fourdrinier, a Huguenot descendant, Newman went to school at Ealing and matriculated at Trinity College Oxford 1816; in 1818 he won a scholarship but over-work caused a nervous breakdown and he gained only a third-class degree 1821. However, his abilities were recognised and he was elected a fellow of Oriel College 1822. In 1821 he had given up studying for the Bar and decided to become an Anglican priest; he was ordained 1824 and became curate of St Clement's church Oxford where he spent two years in parish work. In 1828 Oriel made him vicar of St. Mary's, the university church, but four years later he quarrelled with Dr Hawkins over the role of pastoral work as against college work. He resigned his fellowship and went on a voyage round the Mediterranean to North Africa, Italy, Greece, and Sicily. He came back to Oxford in time to hear Keble's famous Assize sermon on 'National Apostasy' 14 July 1833 which gave birth to the Oxford Movement of which Newman was a key proponent. After some ten years as a High-Church Anglican Newman was received into the Roman Catholic Church 1845. He spent some time at Oscott College Birmingham before being ordained a Roman Catholic priest in Rome 1846. The Pope agreed to his scheme to set up the Oratory of St Philip Neri in England and in 1847 he returned to found the London Oratory and the mission in Birmingham which subsequently moved to Edgbaston where the community is still situated. A school was added 1859. The Oratory church was consecrated 1909, a memorial of the forty years during which Newman made his home there. For twenty years Newman was mistrusted by Rome, but in 1878 Pope Pius IX died and the new pope, Leo XIII was approached by the Duke of Norfolk with a view to honouring Newman. Pope Leo created him Cardinal-Deacon of the Order of St. George in Velabro 12 May 1879 in Rome. He was the first simple priest of modern times without duties in the Roman Curia to have been raised to the Sacred College. In 'The Dream of Gerontius' 1865 he anticipated his death. He died in Birmingham 11 August 1890; his funeral was a great public event. His epitaph reads: Ex umbris et imaginibus in veritatem (From shadows and apparitions to the truth.), from Plato's 'Republic'.
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O’Carroll, Marie-Madeleine Bernadette 1905-1987

Born 26 February 1906 Marie-Madeleine Bernadette O'Carroll was an actress popular in the 1930s and 1940s. She was born in West Bromwich and graduated from Birmingham University. She became an American citizen 1943. During World War 2 Madeleine Carroll was an American Red Cross voluntary worker and served in a field hospital in Bari, Italy 1944. She appeared in two Hitchcock films, The 39 Steps and Secret Agent. She appeared in The Prisoner of Zenda, One Night in Lisbon, and My Favourite Blonde with Bob Hope. For her contribution to the motion picture industry Madeleine Carroll has a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame at 6707 Hollywood Boulevard. She died in Marbella, Spain aged 81, 2 October 1987.


Oddie, William Edgar

Bill Oddie was born 7 July 1941 in Rochdale, Lancashire. Brought up by his father, he spent his childhood in Birmingham and passed for King Edward VI Grammar School. He read English Literature at Pembroke College, Cambridge, where he appeared in several Footlights Club productions, one of which ran at the Edinburgh Fringe and transferred to London’s West End. While at Cambridge Oddie wrote scripts for BBC TV’s pioneering satire That Was The Week That Was. His first television appearance was in The Braden Beat 1964. He was also a member of the cult radio series I'm Sorry, I'll Read That Again 1965. Oddie has written extensively for television comedy and remembered as one of 1970s trio The Goodies with Graeme Garden and Tim Brooke-Taylor. He plays drums and saxophone. Oddie is also a noted ornithologist; he has written a number of books about birds and bird watching, as well as articles for many specialist publications. He became president of the West Midland Bird Club 1999 and is a former member of the council of the RSPB. In 2003 Oddie received the OBE for services to wildlife conservation. For the Buckingham Palace ceremony he wore his bird-watcher’s camouflage shirt. In 2005 he was awarded the British Naturalists' Association's Peter Scott Memorial Award in recognition of his great contribution to our understanding of natural history and conservation.


Osborne, Adam 1939-2003

Adam Osborne was born in Thailand to British parents 6 march 1939 and spent much of his childhood in India. He graduated from the University of Birmingham 1961 and completed his PhD at the University of Delaware. He started as a chemical engineer with Shell Oil USA, but left in the early 1970s to pursue his interest in computers and technical writing. He is best known for creating the first portable computer, the Osborne 1 released 1981, weighing 12 kg and, at $1795, half the cost of a computer from other manufacturers. At its peak, Osborne Computer Corporation shipped 10 000 Osborne 1s per month and, for a time, it was a huge success. In 1983 Osborne bragged about two advanced new computers his company was developing. This caused a crash in sales of the Osborne 1 and the company, not yet having a new machine to market, went bankrupt 1983. The phenomenon, the announcement of a new product causing a collapse in demand for older ones, became known as the Osborne effect. Osborne was a pioneer in the computer book field, founding a company in 1972 that specialized in easy-to-read computer manuals; within five years Osborne Books had 40 titles. In 1984 Osborne founded Paperback Software International Ltd, a company that specialising in inexpensive computer software. One of his products was a cheaper clone of Lotus 1-2-3, which led to legal action. Three years later a court ruled that the product, by copying Lotus's look and menu interface, violated copyright. Osborne stepped down from Paperback Software and returned to India in poor health. He died 11 years later, 18 March 2003, in Kodaikanal, India aged 64.

Osbourne, John Michael 1948- 

Aka. Ozzy Osbourne was born 3 December 1948 at 14 Lodge Road Aston, he is lead singer of Black Sabbath and more recently a reality television star. He was at school with his future guitarist Tony Iommi. In his youth he worked at the Lucas factory and the abattoir and spent a short time in Winson Green prison for theft After p;laying with a number of bands including one with future bassist Terence "Geezer" Butler. In 1968, Osbourne and Butler joined Tony Iommi and drummer Bill Ward and formed Earth. The name Black Sabbath was inspired by the 1963 Boris Karloff film of the same name as the band moved into music which took horror films as its inspiration. They were soon very successful and developed into one of the world’s leading heavy metal bands. In 1979 Osbourne was sacked because of his incessant drug-taking and alcohol abuse. He suffered depression and was divorced from his first wife. Nonetheless, Osbourne launched a solo career with the Ozzy Osbourne Band and met with some success. However, his behaviour grew more extreme. He famously allegedly bit off the head of a live dove during a meeting with his new record company, amongst many other incidents. He later underwent a number of treatments for alcoholism and drug abuse. In 1986 Osbourne was involved in alleging that his song, Suicide Solution drove two teenagers to commit suicide because of its subliminal lyrics. However, the judge finally ruled that that a singer cannot be held accountable for a listener's actions. Osbourne continued in the 1980s and 1990s to fight with drug dependency and continued to play and record with a number of different line-ups. Osbourne gained wider celebrity by the unlikely success of his own reality television show, The Osbournes, a fly-on-the-wall program featuring his family’s domestic life. In 2003 Osbourne achieved his first UK Number 1 single, Changes with daughter Kelly and broke the record of the longest period between an artists's first UK chart appearance (Black Sabbath, Paranoid, Number 4 1970) and their first Number 1. In 2005 he was inducted into the UK Hall Of Fame with Black Sabbath. 

P - Biography

Palmer, Carl Fredrick Kendall 1950- 

Carl Palmer, born in Birmingham 20 March 1950, is a rock drummer who has played with of a number of British bands, including The Crazy World of Arthur Brown and Atomic Rooster. He is perhaps best known as one of Emerson, Lake, and Palmer with whom he played until their break-up 1978. He then joined Asia with former members of Yes and King Crimson until 1992 when Emerson, Lake, and Palmer reformed as a touring band for some 5 more years. 

Parker, Charlie 1919-1980

Charles Parker was a BBC radio producer in Birmingham 1954-1972; he had a particular interest in documentary radio with the emphasis on recording the experiences and thoughts of ordinary people and minority groups; he also believed in the importance of folk music and was interested in the contemporary folk revival. As such he helped pioneer the movement to record oral history. A large archive of his material is deposited the Central Library Archives including programme tapes and scripts which give a unique insight into the culture of the 1950s, -60s and -70s from points of view not normally recorded. He founded the Banner Theatre 1974 for whom he wrote, acted and sang until his death 1980.

Parkes, Bessie Rayner 1829-1925

The daughter of the radical Unitarian lawyer Joseph Parkes, Elizabeth Rayner Parkes was born 1829, the granddaughter of Joseph Priestley. Parkes met Barbara Bodichon 1846, the head of a progressive London school; the two became friends and wrote pamphlets on women's rights. They founded The Englishwoman's Review 1858 with Parkes as the campaigning editor, as a magazine for educated women. They formed the first Women's Suffrage Committee 1866 which submitted the women's suffrage petition to parliament via John Stuart Mill. On a visit to France Parkes met Louis Belloc, a Roman Catholic older than herself and in poor health; they decided to marry against the wishes of both families. After Belloc’s death 1872 Bessie returned to London having converted to Roman Catholicism; she had also abandoned her interest in women’s suffrage. Her daughter Marie Belloc-Lowndes became a successful novelist; her son, Hilaire Belloc became a leading campaigner against votes for women. Bessie Rayner Belloc died 1925.

Parkes, Alexander 1813-1890

Alexander Parkes, born 29 December 1813 in Birmingham the son of a brass lock manufacturer, was a metallurgist and inventor who developed the first form of celluloid. Parkes was apprenticed to a brass founder before going to work for Elkingtons who had patented the electroplating process. Here he was put in charge of casting. Parkes took out his first patent 1841 on a process for electroplating delicate works of art and an improved method for electroplating fine and fragile objects, such as flowers 1843. He was to hold 66 patents on electroplate and plastic processes and products. In 1856 he developed Parkesine, the world’s first man-made plastic, a celluloid made from organic cellulose. Heated it could be moulded but retained its shape when cooled. Parkes claimed that his new material could do anything rubber could and could also be transparent, but at a lower price. He exhibited the material at the 1862 London International Exhibition. In 1866 he set up the Parkesine Company at Hackney Wick, London, for bulk low-cost production, but it was not a commercial success: Parkesine was very expensive to produce, it was prone to cracking and highly flammable. The business folded when his backers withdrew funding 1868. Parkesine was later developed in improved form as Xylonite by his associate Daniel Spill. Alexander Parkes died 29 June 1890. 


Porter, Elizabeth Jervis 1689-1752

Elizabeth Porter was the wife of Samuel Johnson. Born Elizabeth Jarvis or Jervis, she first married Birmingham merchant Henry Porter by whom she had 3 children. The couple became friends of Johnson in 1732. After Porter’s death, the couple married in Derby 1735; Johnson was 25, Porter 46. With her dowry of £600 pounds, they set up a private school near Lichfield. It failed and in 1737 Johnson moved to London where she later joined him. In later life she suffered from ill-health, aggravated by alcohol and opiate medicines. Johnson was heart-broken on her death at the age of 63. She is buried in Bromley Church. 


Powell, John Enoch 1912- 1998
Enoch Powell was born in Birmingham; he studied classics at Cambridge University and became Professor of Greek at Sydney University, Australia in 1937 aged 25. At the outbreak of World War 2 he enlisted in the Royal Warwickshire regiment rising through the ranks to brigadier. After the war he worked as a political researcher for the Conservative Party, before being elected MP for Wolverhampton South-West in 1950, a seat he held for 24 years. He spoke strongly against what he considered as disastrous immigration policies; he was sacked from the shadow cabinet after his ‘Rivers of Blood’ speech in Birmingham 1968. He opposed joining the European Common Market and left the party to re-enter Parliament as a Unionist MP for Down South in Northern Ireland, which he represented until losing his seat in 1992. He wrote four collections of poetry. 


Pretty, Violet Joan 1931

Aka Anne Heywood, Violet Pretty was born 11 December 1931 in Handsworth. Her father Harold, a former orchestral violinist, was a poorly-paid factory worker. After attending York Road School, she went to St Mary's School 1938 when the family moved from 49 Lyncroft Road to a new council house at 147 Shaftmoor Lane. During the War the family moved to 197 Bleak Hill Road, where they stayed until c1950, Pretty attending Fentham Road Secondary School. Her mother died suddenly when 13 and she left school to look after younger siblings thus frustrating her wish to go to art school. She worked for three months as an usherette at the ABC Palace cinema in Erdington at age 14. In 1947 Pretty joined Highbury Little Theatre, Sutton Coldfield. That same year she won Birmingham University's Carnival Queen title; she won the National Bathing Beauty Contest (forerunner of Miss Great Britain) in Morecambe 1950 with £1000 prize. In 1951 she had a part as a beauty queen in the film Lady Godiva Rides Again, the same year being signed by Canadian compere Carroll Levis, known for his talent-spotting. She featured in one of his Discoveries shows for four years and toured theatres around the country; she appeared on television three times with the show. In 1955 she was spotted by a Rank Organisation talent scout while playing principal boy in Aladdin at the Chelsea Palace. That year she changed her name to Anne Heywood, and in 1956 was contracted for seven years to Rank. In 1957 she played Doctor at Large, the first of a string of films. In The Very Edge 1963 she won praise for her portrayal of a wife assaulted in her own home by a psychopath. In 1964 she starred in Ninety Degrees in the Shade in which Heywood played a clerk in an intense relationship with her boss who was stealing from the business. The film won the International Critics' Prize at the Berlin Film Festival. Altogether Heywood starred in over thirty films, in Italy, Hollywood and Britain, many produced by her husband, Raymond Stross, whom she married in 1960. Anne Heywood will be remembered for two different kinds of roles: nice girls, and those exploring themes which extended the boundaries. Raymond Stross died 1988; Anne remarried, to George Druke, former Assistant Attorney General of New York State. She lives in Beverley Hills. 

Priestley, Joseph 1773-1804

Joseph Priestley was born at Fieldhead near Birstall, Yorkshire 13 March 1733. He was a brilliant scholar and studied for the church ministry at Daventry Academy. He was minister at a number of Unitarian chapels, and became professor of languages at Warrington Academy. He was an enthusiastic amateur scientist. It was probably his meeting with Benjamin Franklin in London 1766 that awakened Priestley’s interest in science; as a result Priestley began to experiment with electricity. His first discovery was that graphite can conduct electricity (carbon is the main ingredient in modern electrical resistors). As a pastor in Leeds he lived next to a brewery and was interested in the gas floating over fermenting grain. He found that brewery gas extinguished lighted wood. The gas was carbon dioxide. He devised a method to produce the gas back in his home laboratory. When the gas was dissolved in water, he found that it had a very pleasant and tangy taste. For the invention of soda water he was elected to the French Academy of Sciences 1772 and received a Royal Society medal 1773. Priestley was the inventor of pop. He discovered that graphite was an electrical conductor, he isolated and described the properties of carbon dioxide, nitrous oxide, and oxygen, invented pop, identified the gases involved in plant respiration and observed photosynthesis for the first time. He also isolated and described the properties of ammonia, sulphur dioxide, hydrogen sulphide, and carbon monoxide, and the decomposition of ammonia by electricity in 1781. And on 15 April 1770 he discovered that India gum would rub out pencil marks. He had invented the eraser and gave it its common name, the rubber. After working for Lord Shelbourne, Priestley moved to Birmingham to become minister of the New Meeting, reputedly the most liberal congregation in England. If his most important scientific work was done while employed by Shelbourne, he produced his most important theological work in Birmingham. Here he was also a prominent member of the Lunar Society, an informal group of manufacturers and professional men who shared an interest in stimulating discussions on philosophy and science; they met at full moon so there would be light to drive home by. They were nicknamed lunatics. Priestley’s support for the French and American Revolutions were not approved of by some: in July 1791 a mob destroyed Priestley’s chapel, house, library, and science laboratory and he fled for his life to London. By 1793 he received a settlement of his compensation claim and sailed with his wife to join their sons in Northumberland, Pennsylvania USA 1794. Priestley contracted pleurisy and after several years of ill health during which he never stopped work, he died aged 70 on 6 February 1804.
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Rattle, Simon 1955-

Rattle was born in Liverpool and learned piano and violin; however, his early orchestral work was on percussion. He went to the Royal Academy of Music, London 1971 and frequently conducted, winning the John Player Conductor Competition in his graduation year 1974. Later that year he was made assistant conductor of Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, and in 1977 assistant conductor of the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic. During his time with the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra 1980-1998 he became one of the world’s most recognisable conductors and the CBSO one of the finest orchestras. In 1999 Rattle was appointed principal conductor of the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra, rated the most prestigious conducting post in the world. 

Ray, John 1627-1705

John Wray, born 29 November 1627 is known as ‘the father of English natural history’. From 1670 he spelled his name Ray. He published works on plants, animals, and natural theology and his system of plant classification was an important step towards modern taxonomy in that he classified plants according to similarities and differences by observation, thus promoting scientific empiricism against deductive rationalism ie. arguments based on the evidence of earlier arguments. Born the son of a blacksmith at Black Notley in Essex, he went to Braintree School and at the age of 16 to Catharine Hall, Cambridge, and later to Trinity College. In 1673 Ray married Margaret Oakley of Launton moving in 1676 to Sutton Coldfield, in 1677 to Falborne Hall Essex, and finally, in 1679, back to Black Notley where he remained living a quiet life in poor health, but busily writing books and maintaining a wide scientific correspondence. He lived to the age of 76.

Reed, Henry 1914-1986
Reed was born in Erdington 22 February 1914 and educated at King Edward VI Grammar School, Aston and at Birmingham University, graduating with first class honours. Here he met W H Auden, Louis MacNeice and Walter Allen. He worked as a journalist and teacher before Army service 1941; for most of the war he worked in intelligence. After the war he wrote plays for BBC radio and was frequently involved in broadcasts. His only television work was a collaboration with Ken Russell on a play about composer Richard Strauss 1969. Only one volume of poetry was published in his lifetime, A Map of Verona 1946 which includes Naming of Parts, one of the best known poems of World War 2. The Henry Reed Collection at Birmingham University contains his notebooks, manuscripts, typescripts and letters.

Rhodes, Nick 1962-  See Bates, Nicholas 
Rickman, Thomas 1776-1841
Coming here from Liverpool 1821Thomas Rickman was one of the most important architects to live in Birmingham. Rickman was a pioneer of the gothic revival and atypical at that time in that he was an architect who also had antiquarian interests and had studied old churches extensively. He was responsible for defining the development of gothic styles as Norman, early English, decorated and perpendicular, a terminology in continuing use. Unfortunately little survives of Rickman's building work in Birmingham; St George's Newtown, his pioneering gothic-revival church 1822 was demolished 1960. Although much extended by Chatwin, Erdington parish church retains much of Rickman's original. His fine classical Midland Bank in Bennetts Hill is his only surviving building in Birmingham city centre. Thomas Rickman’s tomb by R C Hussey 1845 on the site of St George's may still be seen.


Roach, Patrick 1937-2004

Born in Birmingham 19 May 1937, Roach was first a wrestler and then an actor. A tall (1.95m/ 6'5") broad-shouldered man of 127 kg he fought as ‘Bomber’ Roach and held both the British and European Heavyweight titles. He made his acting debut as a bouncer in Stanley Kubrick's A Clockwork Orange 1971 and soon became a success as a muscular enforcer alongside some of Hollywood's biggest actors. He was also the only actor besides Harrison Ford to appear in all the films in the Indiana Jones trilogy. He appeared in many Hollywood films, including Never Say Never Again 1983, Conan the Destroyer 1984, Robin Hood, Prince of Thieves 1991; however, probably his most famous British role is that of Bomber Busbridge in Auf Wiedersehen, Pet. He died 17 July 2004 after a long fight against cancer. 


Roberts, Frank 1876-1912

Born in Birmingham 1876 the son of a wheelwright, Frank John Roberts married Comfort Maskell 1896 with whom he had two children. As Roberts boarded his troopship for the South African War 1901 his wife gave him her friendship ring for good luck. Roberts later sailed on the Titanic on its delivery from Belfast to Southampton 1912 and then signed on as third butcher for the inaugural transatlantic crossing. By this time he was living in Farnborough, Hampshire. Roberts died in the sinking of the Titanic 14-15 April 1912; over 1500 people drowned, with only some 700 surviving. Roberts' body was recovered by the MacKay Bennett and was buried at Fairview Cemetery, Halifax, Nova Scotia 8 May 1912. When his few effects were returned the friendship ring was among them. His wife wore it until her own death 1972.


Rogers, John c1500-1555

A memorial bust of John Rogers stood in St John the Baptist Church Deritend B12 High Street/ Chapel House Street; it is now at St Peter & St Paul Aston. He was the son of a local lorimer, born in Deritend c1500, attended the Guild School (now The Old Crown) and Cambridge University and became a priest, before taking up an appointment in Antwerp where he met William Tyndale and Bishop Miles Coverdale with whom he made a translation of the Bible into English. He was called back to London on the accession of the protestant Edward VI by the Bishop of London, Nicholas Ridley, to a post at St Paul’s Cathedral. He read the first sermon, a protestant one, after the proclamation of the Roman Catholic Mary as queen. He was arrested and executed at Smithfield by burning 4 February 1555, the first protestant martyr under Queen Mary.

Rohmer, Sax 1883-1959
Arthur Henry Ward was born in Birmingham 15 February 1883 of Irish immigrant parents who moved to London in 1886. On failing the Civil Service entrance examination he turned increasingly from his work as a clerk to writing including work for the music hall. His success in writing short stories led to his first novel, The Sins of Severac Babylon, serialised in Cassell’s Magazine 1912 under the pseudonym, Sax Rohmer. His first book featuring Fu Manchu, the leader of a Chinese secret society in London’s East End, The Mystery of Dr. Fu Manchu was serialised 1912. Fu Manchu appeared in 15 novels altogether until after World War 2 and was immensely popular. Rohmer continued to write other material and he moved to the USA 1947 writing for radio and film. He sold the rights to Fu Manchu for $4 million 1955.


Ryland, Louisa 1814-1889
Louisa Ann Ryland was the only child of Samuel Ryland and heiress to his considerable fortune. although born 14 January 1814 at The Laurels on the Hagley Road in Birmingham she lived in a country mansion, 'Barford Hill' south of Warwick. Her grandfather had made the family fortune at his wire-drawing factory in Hill Street. Her father wanted her to marry into a titled family, but she loved Henry Smith, later mayor; because of her father's opposition he married someone else, but she remained true to Smith until she died a spinster aged 75. On her father’s death she was bequeathed £1 million and estates in the city centre and at Cannon Hill, Ladywood, Northfield and Sparkhill, agricultural land worth a fortune when developed for housing. Louisa Ryland gave very generously to many causes including the Birmingham and Midland Institute, the General Hospital, the Eye Hospital, Jaffray Hospital, the School of Art, St John’s Church Sparkhill, and she laid out and gave Cannon Hill Park and Small Heath Park to the city. She died of bronchitis 28 January 1889. On her death she left all her fortune to Henry Smith's son on condition he adopt her name which he did: Charles Alston Smith-Ryland.
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Samuda-Smith, Norman 1958-

Samuda-Smith’s parents came in the early 1950s to Birmingham where he was born in Small Heath in 1958. He works at the University of Central England Art and Design Library. A founder member of Ebony Arts theatre company, he has acted in and written plays for the group. His novel, Bad Friday, published 1982 in Birmingham, was shortlisted for the Young Observer Fiction Prize; It was republished 1985. Samuda-Smith is the first British-born black novelist to be published in Britain. His story, Rasta Love features in an anthology of short stories by Birmingham black and Asian writers called Whispers in the Walls, Tindal Street Press 2001.

Sansom C J 

Sansom is a crime writer. His books are set in the 16th century,the main character a lawyer commissioned by Thomas Cromwell. Sansom was educated at Birmingham University where he took a BA and then a PhD in history. After working in a variety of jobs, he retrained as a solicitor, practising for some time in Sussex, before quitting to work full-time as a writer. Dark Fire won the 2005 Ellis Peters Historical Dagger, awarded by the Crime Writers' Association. 

Shorthouse, Joseph Henry 1834-1903

Born in Birmingham 1834 Joseph Shorthouse came from a wealthy Quaker manufacturing family. He was educated at a local Quaker school but also had private home tuition due to ill-health. Aged 16 he worked as a chemist in his father's business but his real interests were religion and literature. He married in 1857. Shorthouse worked on his first and best remembered historical novel, John Inglesant: a Romance for 10 years; he had put the manuscript aside for three more years before his wife persuaded him to have it privately printed. 100 copies were printed and given to friends 1881, one of whom sent the novel to publishers, Macmillans. The book was a great popular success. Although set at the time of Charles I the novel dealt with contemporary Victorian religious conflicts concerning the high-church Anglican movement and the Roman Catholic church. He wrote several more novels though none as successful as his first. After a protracted illness Joseph Shorthouse died at Edgbaston Park March 1903; he is buried at the west end of St Bartholomew’s churchyard, Edgbaston.

Shotton, Fredrick William 1906-1990

Fred Shotton was born in Coventry.  Even as a boy the natural world and the evidence of its history fascinated him. His lifelong interest in the Ice Age was sparked off by a childhood visit to Switzerland. He graduated with First Class Honours at Cambridge where he studied Natural Science, Geology, Mineralogy and Chemistry and taught at Birmingham and Cambridge universities 1928 to 1940.  During World War 2 he used his geological knowledge to locate water for the army in  North Africa and the Middle East, and was involved in mapping the D-Day beaches in Normandy to find the safest routes for heavy vehicles. After the war Shotton was appointed Professor of Geology at Sheffield, and was Lapworth Professor of Geology at the University of Birmingham from 1949 until his retirement in 1974.  Shotton’s major contribution was the study of the Pleistocene period (the Ice Age) in the Midlands. Working closely with both managers and quarry workmen and pioneering a multidisciplinary approach, he used geology, natural history and archaeology to reconstruct the past. His most important discovery was made in 1984 at Waverley Wood Farm Pit, a gravel quarry between Coventry and Leamington where evidence was found of the earliest human colonisation of Britain.  Handaxes found at the site are the oldest implements yet found in Britain. The Shotton Project is named after the professor and is an attempt to create a network of Pleistocene enthusiasts in the Midlands and to pool the existing knowledge about the region and the period. Shotton became Pro-Vice Chancellor and Vice Principal of the Birmingham University and President of the Geological Society of London. In 1956 he was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society.  He was a local man at heart: he was instrumental in setting up the West Midland Trust for Nature Conservation and variously President of the Coventry Natural History Society, Birmingham Natural History Society and Birmingham Archaeological Society. See STONE AGE BIRMINGHAM. The Shotton project has been set up to revitalise interest in the Ice Age Midlands under the auspices of Birmingham University. See Websites.
Skinner, Mike 1978

Born 27 November 1978, aka. The Streets, Mike Skinner is a rapper and musician from West Heath. At the age of 13 he built a recording studio in his bedroom to record his own hip hop and garage music. Skinner also spent time in north London and during the late 1990s tried to start his own record label while he working in fast food restaurants. In 2000 he had his first release, made at home by himself, Has It Come to This? with the Locked On label. The next year it reached the Top 20 and was followed by an album, Original Pirate Material, which appealed to widely varying audiences and added social commentary to the partying garage scene. 
Smith, Cyril Stanley 1903-1992

Born 4 October 1903, Smith was a renowned metallurgist and science historian. He is most famous for his work on the Manhattan Project where he was responsible for the production of fissionable metals. Born in Birmingham, he studied metallurgy at Birmingham University gaining a BSc and subsequently a ScD at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology MIT. Following his doctorate Smith took up a research post at the American Brass Company. He was called into service at the War Metallurgy Committee hosted in Washington 1942 and soon transferred to the Los Alamos National Laboratory to work on the Manhattan Project. He was awarded the Presidential Medal for these activities 1946. After the war he founded the Institute of Study of Metals at the University of Chicago. On moving to MIT he worked in both the Department of Humanities and the Department of Metallurgy, gaining the title, Institute Professor Emeritus. His focus was to transplant the techniques of metallurgy into the study of the production methods used to create artefacts discovered by archaeologists. Smith later published several works linking the arts with the sciences. He died of cancer in Cambridge aged 88, 25 August 1992. 


Stone, John Benjamin 1838-1914

Born in Aston, Benjamin Stone was educated at King Edward VI Grammar School. He was a scholar with wide interests and became an MP for the city. He represented Duddeston on the town council 1869-1878 and was the founder of Birmingham Conservative Party. Stone lived at The Grange in Erdington and became an avid photographer, traveller widely and writer. He is noted for his huge collection of photographs of everyday life in Victorian England. In 1895 he was the founder the National Photographic Record Association. Some of his pictures of Windsor Castle proved of considerable value recently when fire damaged part of the castle, his pictures including state and private apartments, the royal chapel and the library. His thirty thousand negatives are in the British Museum and Birmingham Central Library.

Sturge, Joseph 1793-1859

Joseph Sturge was born into a farming family in Elberton, Gloucestershire; at 14 he began farming with his father. He moved to Birmingham 1822 and became successful in the chemical industry. He was much involved in local politics, first as a town commissioner, and as a borough alderman by 1835. Sturge was a quaker who was active in the Anti-Slavery Society; his book The West Indies in 1837 contributed to the abolishment of slavery in Britain. Sturge earned the epithet The Apostle of Peace. In 1841 he travelled throughout the USA with poet John Greenleaf Whittier and published his observations on American slavery in A Visit to the United States in 1841. In the 1840s he devoted his energies to philanthropy. He supported famine relief and war relief causes and gave generously to the Birmingham General Hospital. Sturge was prominent in promoting Sunday schooling, the teaching of reading and writing in order to be able to read the Bible, in the campaign for universal suffrage and was vociferous against British participation in the Crimean War. 12 000 people attended the unveiling of his commemorative statue at Five Ways Edgbaston 1862.

Symonds, Andrew 1975 

Born 9 June 1975 in Birmingham, Symonds is an Australian cricketer, a powerful right-handed batsman, off-spin or medium-pace bowler and an outstanding fielder. Since his debut for the Queensland state team 1994-1995 he has scored over 10 000 runs and almost 50 centuries in first-class cricket. He made his one-day international debut for Australia 1998. He opted to represent Australia despite being eligible for both England and the West Indies (through his parents). In English county cricket he initially played for Gloucestershire before appearing for Kent; in 2005 he signed for Lancashire after finishing as part of Australia's One-Day-International squad.
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Tarrant, Christopher John 1946-

Tarrant was born in Reading, and educated at King's School, Worcester and the University of Birmingham, where he read English. He worked as a teacher for a while following his graduation. Finding himself homeless after walking out on a girlfriend, he lived for six months in his van in the grounds of his school. Tarrant wrote to television companies claiming: "I am the face of the 70s and this is your last chance to snap me up". He was invited by ATV for an audition and was offered the job of a regional newsreader becoming known for wacky stories. He became co-host of the Saturday morning children's show Tiswas. In 1984 Tarrant joined London’s commercial Capital Radio, presenting a weekday lunchtime show and then the breakfast show. His morning show ran for 17 years and became a staple of London life for many. His show ended 2004. Tarrant was also involved with many TV projects, before becoming host of Who Wants To Be A Millionaire? He is a non-executive director of Celador Radio Broadcasting and an executive and associate of Sound TV.

Taylor John 1704-1785

John Taylor was born in London 1704; he came to Birmingham where his father had lived to serve as an apprentice cabinet-maker. He made his fortune manufacturing and marketing toys ie. small metal fashion items in his factory in Corbetts Alley (now Union Street ); by 1755 he employed 500 workers. Taylor was always ahead of the market in metal buttons, japanning and patterned enamel snuff-boxes, and was always on the look-out for new products. He invested his profits in land, buying extensively in Sheldon, Birmingham, Lyndon and becoming lord of the manor when he bought the Grevis estates in Yardley. He encouraged tenants to improve the soil by spreading clay and loaned money to rebuild old watermills. Taylor married Mary Baker of Bordesley Hall 1734; he improved the hall 1757 and the couple subsequently lived there. In 1756 he became High Sheriff of Warwickshire. To usefully use his excess capital Taylor went into the banking with Sampson Lloyd II of Farm in Sparkbrook; Taylors & Lloyds Bank opened in 1765 in premises at Dale End where a blue plaque now marks the site. From 1767 Taylor was an active member of the Streets Commission both for Bordesley & Deritend and for Birmingham. On his death in 1785, although a unitarian he was buried at St Philip’s church for lack of a unitarian cemetery.

Taylor, Nigel John 1960-

John Taylor born Hollywood 20 June 1960 is Duran Duran’s bass guitarist and co-founder with Nick Rhodes. Taylor played with Duran Duran and its changing lineups from its founding in 1978 until 1997, when he left to pursue a solo recording and film career. He rejoined Duran Duran. In 2001 Taylor reunited with the original five members of Duran Duran to record new material. After two years touring, the band released the album Astronaut in 2004, and toured throughout 2005 before returning to the studio to work on a new album. 

Taylor, Roger Andrew 1960-

Born in Castle Bromwich 26 April 1960 Roger Taylor attended Castle Bromwich Junior School and Park Hall School. He was recruited via a Meolody Maker advert as Duran Duran’s drummer. He began drumming at the age of 12 playing along to his favourite records and subsequently played with school and local club bands. Taylor's first paying gig came when he joined Duran Duran in 1979. He climbed with the band to fame and fortune in the early 1980s. But after the world tour of 1984, he was burned out. He worked a little in 1985 with bandmates Simon Le Bon and Nick Rhodes on So Red The Rose and played with Duran at Live Aid Philadelphia, but at the end of that year he retired to the English countryside with his wife and children. In 2001 Taylor rejoined Duran Duran with all the original members to record new material. 

Telford, Thomas 1757-1834

Telford was born at Westerkirk in Dumfries & Galloway Scotland, the son of a shepherd. At 14 he became an apprentice stonemason working first in Edinburgh, then in London on Somerset House and later in Portsmouth rebuilding the docks. He was appointed County Surveyor for Shropshire in 1787 designing and building roads, bridges and public buildings. His first canal work involved building the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct over the River Dee from Wrexham to Chester using cast-iron troughs. From then on he worked all over England, Scotland and Wales on canals, roads and buildings. In 1820 Telford surveyed the Birmingham Canal Navigations whose deterioration was causing great concern; he designed the New Main Line cutting through the loops of Brindley’s original contour canal with a straighter route using cuttings and embankments, doubled the width of the canal and provided a towpath on each side.

Thomason, H R Yeoville 1826-1901 
Thomason was a pupil of Charles Edge who rescued the Town Hall project. He therefore worked on many important commissions and at a relatively young age managed the Birmingham borough surveyor’s architects' department. That his preference was for classical rather than gothic is clearly seen in his winning design for the Council House 1879. He was also responsible for a number of classical buildings on Colmore Row, probably the best being the Union Club on the corner of Newhall Street. He built Jaffray Hospital in Erdington, and was involved in a number of churches: he rebuilt St Peter Harborne, worked at Sutton Coldfield parish church and designed Singers Hill Jewish synagogue in Blucher Street. 

Thorne, William 1857-1946

Trade union activist and Labour Member of Parliament, Will Thorne was born in Birmingham the son of  a brickyard labourer. At age 6 he started work at a rope-works worked including work in a brickyard. He worked at Saltley Gasworks before moving to London to work at Beckton Gasworks. He joined the Canning Town branch of the Social Democratic Federation and became branch secretary; as a result he met famous socialists such as George Bernard Shaw, Friedrich Engels and Karl Marx's daughter, Eleanor who taught him to read. In 1889 he helped to found the National Union of Gasworkers & General Labourers and became general secretary retaining this position in this union and its successors, which became the GMB in 1924, until 1934. Thorne led successful negotiations for an eight hour day in the industry as opposed to the previous twelve hour shifts; union membership quickly rose to 20 000. Thorne helped organise the London Dock Strike 1889. He won the parliamentary seat for West Ham 1906. He supported Britain's involvement in World War I and joined the West Ham Volunteer Force rising to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. He was one of the MPs chosen to visit Russia during the revolution of 1917. He won the seat of Plaistow in 1918 and retained it until 1945 he retired before the 1945 election. His biography is My Life’s Battles 1925. Will Thorne died 2 January 1946.
Tolkien, J R R 1892-1973

John Ronald Reuel Tolkien (Ronald) was born in South Africa on 3 January 1892 of Birmingham parents. In 1896 while staying with his grandparents at 9 Ashville Road Kings Heath his bank manager father died in South Africa; Mabel Tolkien and her two sons moved to 264 Wake Green Rd Sarehole. Tolkien started at King Edward VI Grammar School New Street in 1900 and the family moved to 214 Alcester Road Moseley, soon to 86 Westfield Road Kings Heath near to the tram route into the city. A year later they moved to a house next to the Oratory. Because of financial constraints the brothers were taken away from King Edward’s to St Philip’s, the Oratory School 1902, but Ronald returned to King Edward’s with a scholarship in 1903. Their mother died in 1904 and the brothers moved in with her sister at 25 Stirling Road Ladywood, subsequently being placed under the guardianship of Father Francis Xavier Morgan, a priest at the Oratory. From 1908 the brothers lodged at 37 Duchess Road close to the Oratory. Tolkien’s last Birmingham address was 4 Highfield Road from where he won a scholarship to Exeter College Oxford to study classics. He worked on the Oxford English Dictionary for some time before becoming Reader in English Language at Leeds University 1920. He returned to Oxford as Professor of Anglo-Saxon 1925 and as Merton Professor of English 1945-1969. He retired to Bournemouth trying to avoid his growing number of fans, but moved back to Oxford on his wife’s death 1971. He died 1973 and is buried in Wolvercote Cemetery Oxford.

Tolkien was a noted Oxford scholar of Old and Middle English but is best known for his fantasy novels, The Hobbit 1937 and The Lord of the Rings 1954. The Hobbit was the best selling fiction book of the 20th century with over 35 million copies; The Lord of the Rings has sold over 20 million copies. The setting of his stories is rooted in his childhood homes, the village of Sarehole with its mill being the model for the Shire, home of the Hobbit; Moseley Bog is the Old Forest where Tom Bombadil lived and Perrott’s Folly and the Waterworks tower in Ladywood are the two towers of Gondor in Lord of the Rings. Frodo’s faithful friend, Sam Gamgee took his name from a Birmingham surgeon Dr Joseph Sampson Gamgee who invented a cotton wool known as Gamgee tissue. Gamgee is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque on the Repertory Theatre in Centenary Square as a noted surgeon and founder of the Birmingham Saturday Fund.

Treece, Henry 1911-1966

Born at Wednesbury 1911 Henry Treece was educated at Wednesbury High School from where he won a scholarship to Birmingham University reading English, History and Spanish. Here he wrote poetry, acted in university productions and took part in his favourite sport, boxing. Treece graduated 1933 and went into teaching, first in Leicestershire and then at Cleobury Mortimer College Shropshire where he met his future wife, Mary Woodman, a geography teacher; they married 1939. The couple moved to Tynemouth, then to Barton-on-Humber, Lincolnshire where he spent the rest of his life. Treece served as an RAF intelligence officer during World War 2 returning to Barton-on-Humber Grammar School as Senior English Master where he remained until 1959. He gave up teaching as a result of a coronary thrombosis and devoted his time to writing; he died in June 1966. Treece was a founder member of the Apocalyptic movement in poetry in the late 1930s in reaction to W H Auden’s rationalist approach. Henry Treece also wrote a large number of historical novels, many for children, set in Roman and Viking Britain including Legions of the Eagle 1954, The Horned Helmet 1963, and Oedipus 1964.

U - Biography

Ulm, Henry 15th century

A master mason and builder who designed and had built the tower and steeples of Curdworth, Coleshill, Kings Norton, Sheldon and Yardley.
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Vane, John R 1927-

John Vane, the grandson of a Russian immigrant was born at Tardebigge, Worcestershire, 29 March 1927; his mother's family were Worcestershire farmers. The family moved to Birmingham before Vane went to school; after King Edward VI Grammar School, Edgbaston he studied chemistry at Birmingham University of Birmingham and on graduating trained in pharmacology at Oxford. After a short spell in the USA he worked at the Institute of Basic Medical Sciences of the University of London in the Royal College of Surgeons of England for 18 years teaching and researching platelets and prostaglandins. In 1973 he took the post of Group Research and Development Director for The Wellcome Foundation where he continued his work on prostaglandin research. He was awarded the Nobel Prize for Medicine 1982.

Vesey, Bishop - See Harman.
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Walker, Graeme Murray 1923-

Motorsport commentator Murray Walker was born 10 October 1923 in Hall Green. He worked for the BBC until the contract for Formula 1 coverage went to ITV, commentating on F1 from its early days in the 1950s to the US Grand Prix 2001. He was famous for enthusiastic commentary style and for his gaffs: 

‘Excuse me while I interrupt myself . . .’ 

‘With half the race gone, there's half the race still to go.’ 

‘If the gloves weren't off before, and they were , they sure are now!’ 

‘Now he must not go the wrong way round the circuit and unless he can spin himself stationary through 360 degrees I fail to see how he can avoid doing so.’ 

‘I should imagine that the conditions in the cockpit are totally unimaginable.’ 

‘Martin Schanche's car is absolutely unique - except for the one following it, which is identical.’ 

‘It is so exciting you could cut the atmosphere with a cricket stump.’ 

‘Do my eyes deceive me or is Senna's Lotus sounding a bit rough?’ 

‘Tambay's hopes, which were nil before, are now absolutely zero.’ 

‘Prost can see Mansell in his earphones!’ 

Warner, Rex 1905-1986

Born in Birmingham, the son of a clergyman, Warner spent most of his childhood in Gloucestershire. He read classics and English at Oxford where he was friends with W H Auden and Cecil Day Lewis. Until World War 2 Warner worked as a schoolteacher. His novels were experiments adapting the style of Kafka to the English novel. The Aerodrome 1941 tells of a village invaded by a fascist air force, the theme being that of the individual in the face of unreasoning authority. He spent the two years following the war as director of the British Institute in Athens then lectured at several American universities before being appointed professor of English at Connecticut University 1964-1974. He retired to Oxfordshire where he died. An accomplished translator of Greek and Roman texts, Warner will be remembered for his later historical novels, psuedo-autobographies which derive from his academic studies, such as The Young Caesar 1958 and Imperial Caesar 1960.

Wassall, Samuel 1856-1927
Samuel Wassall was born at No.11 Court Alcester Street, Deritend 28 July 1856, the son of a wire-worker. He was a dyer's apprentice before joining the 80th Regiment, Staffordshire Volunteers at Dudley 1874. The regiment arrived in South Africa 1877 where Wassall joined Carrington's Mounted Infantry. At the beginning of the Anglo-Zulu War Lord Chelmsford's camp at Isandlwana was overwhelmed by the Zulu force. Wassall with no weapon escaped on a small pony, but when the Zulus cut off the route to the narrow pass to Helpmekaar via Rorke's Drift, the only hope was to swim the Buffalo River then in full spate. With the Zulus closing in, as Wassall urged his pony into the raging river, he heard Private Westwood of his regiment cry out as he was swept into a whirlpool. In the face of the enemy Wassall headed back to the bank, tied his horse to a bush and waded in to save Westwood. He pulled him onto his pony and under a hail of bullets and spears went back into the river and escaped to safety at Helpmekaar. The next day Wassall was one of the force that relieved the British defenders at Rorke's Drift. He was the only survivor of Isandlwana to be awarded a Victoria Cross which he received at Pietermaritzberg some weeks later; at that time he was, at the age of 23, the youngest-ever recipient. On leaving the Army he married and raised a family at Barrow-in-Furness, Lancashire where he died 31 January 1927; he is buried in Barrow Cemetery in an unmarked grave.


Watt, James 1736-1800
James Watt, the son of a Scottish merchant, was born in Greenock 1736. Aged 19 Watt went to Glasgow to learn the trade of a mathematical-instrument maker where he set up an instrument-making business 1757. His reputation as a skilled engineer Watt brought him work on the Forth & Clyde Canal and the Caledonian Canal. While repairing a Newcomen steam engine he realised how inefficient it was in that the whole cylinder was repeatedly heated and cooled to condense the steam which created the vacuum which drove the piston. He experimented for months to devise an engine that cooled the used steam in a separate condenser. Watt took his design to Matthew Boulton in Birmingham. For 11 years the factory made Watt’s steam-engines for colliery owners to pump water out of the mines, the Boulton & Watt engine being four times more powerful than Thomas Newcomen’s original design. Watt marketed his rotary-motion steam engine from 1781. The earlier steam engine’s vertical movement was ideal for operating water pumps but the new engine could be adapted to drive all sorts of machinery. Richard Arkwright pioneered its use in his cotton mills and within 15 years there were 500+ Boulton & Watt steam engines in British factories and mines. In 1755 Watt had been granted a patent by Parliament to prevent anyone else making a steam-engine like his. Boulton & Watt had a monopoly on steam-engines and charged an annual sum for 25 years based on one third of the savings of the cost of horses to do the same task. Watt reckoned that one horse could pull 180 lb (c80 kg) and described his engines in terms of their horse-power. James Watt died in 1800 experimenting to the last. He is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque at 17 Regent Place in the Jewellery Quarter.
Webb Jane (Loudon) 1807-1858

Loudon, John Claudius 1783-1843
Jane Webb was born at Kitwell House. Orphaned at the age of 17 on her father’s death, she sent for publication a novel written the previous year to try to secure her finances. The Mummy! published 1827 under a male pseudonym, capitalised on public interest in Egypt generated by the Napoleon’s campaigns and is the origin of later stories of the mummy’s curse, including that of the tomb of Tutankhamun. While in London Webb had seen adverts for a bizarre striptease show near Piccadilly Circus in which Egyptian mummies were unwrapped in public. The novel features a vengeful Pharaoh Cheops brought back to life in the Great Pyramid in the 22nd-century by the book's hero whom he threatens to strangle. As an early work of innovative science-fiction, the novel stands alongside Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein 1818. But it was to be Webb’s last such work. 

Shortly afterwards John Claudius Loudon, the noted Scots landscape gardener was in Birmingham designing the 6 hectares of Birmingham Botanical Gardens opened 1832. With the exception of the glasshouses, the layout is largely Loudon's. A lawn slopes down in front of the conservatory with a range of beds and shrubberies around the edge and a bandstand and fountain as focal points. He published a note in The Gardener's Magazine in 1829, referring to a steam plough which Webb had included as a hint for improvement. He was interested to meet the author of The Mummy, naturally assuming it to be a man. The couple met in February 1830 and were married the following September. At 47, John Loudon was 24 years older than Webb; he did not enjoy good health, but the couple had a remarkable marriage. Webb knew little about gardening, but learned quickly and they spent many hours together in the garden. Webb acted as secretary, copyist, researcher and note taker, assisting John with his work, Encyclopedia of Gardening, published 1834. Webb decided a gardening book was needed that could be understood by lay people, and so wrote Instructions in Gardening for Ladies in simple language: the book went through nine editions selling over 20 000 copies. Webb continued to work through pregnancy and, until the day her daughter was born 1832, she worked in the garden and helped her husband with his Arboretum Britannicum. This undertaking cost John both health and wealth. Despite financial problems and a heavy work schedule, the Loudons were a popular couple and frequently invited to society dinner parties. They were friends of Dickens and Thackeray. John died penniless at age 60 when Webb was 36. She received a small annuity of £100 from the Civil List granted in recognition of literary services rendered by herself and her husband. However, she was in debt and had with a young daughter to support. After years of financial hardship Webb died at 51 and is buried alongside her husband in Kensal Green Cemetery, London.
Widdecombe, Ann Noreen 1947-

The Right Honourable Ann Noreen Widdecombe was born 4 October 1947, in Bath, Somerset. She holds a BA Honours degrees in Latin from Birmingham University and an MA from Oxford. She was elected Conservative Member of Parliament for Maidstone in the 1987 general election. She became Home Office Minister in Charge of Prisons in John Major's government. After the fall of the Conservatives to Labour 1997 she served as shadow Health Secretary, later shadow Home Secretary under William Hague, but has since retired to the backbenches. She is famous for her outspoken traditional conservatism. She converted to Roman Catholicism 1993 after the decision to ordain women into the Church of England. Her other achievements include accomplishments being a popular novelist and briefly the Guardian's agony aunt. 

Wigan, Willard 1957-

The internationally known sculptor from Birmingham is the world's greatest micro-miniaturist, often taking months to complete a work working between heartbeats to avoid hand tremors, He uses a tiny surgical blade to carve microscopic figures out of rice, grains of sand or sugar. His works are displayed on the head of a pin, the tip of an eyelash or on a grain of sand and may be three times smaller than a full stop and visible only through a magnifying glass. Wigan, who had learning difficulties at school, often visits schools and youth groups and runs workshops for a variety of ages. He now lives on the island of Jersey. Some of his works include birds on a nest with three eggs on the tip of a hair, a ballerina dancing on a pin head, Adam and Eve carved in the lead of a pencil, the Statue of Liberty in the eye of a needle, a polar bear on a sugar ganule and Goldilocks and the Three Bears carved from cocktail sticks.
Willcox, Toyah 1958-

Toyah Willcox was born 18 May 1958 in Kings Heath and is known as an actress and singer. She became well-known during the punk rock era, her appearances in Derek Jarman's 1977 film Jubilee and Quadrophenia 1979 launched her as an anti-establishment figure. Her singing career took off with hits such as I Want to be Free and It's a Mystery. In 1983, she was voted Best Female Singer at the British Rock and Pop Awards. Since then Willcox has become a well-known on television and in the theatre. She has played straight roles, including in Quatermass 1979 and in Shakespeare plays, and has presented programmes such as Songs of Praise and Holiday.

Wilkins, Maurice 1916-

Maurice Hugh Frederick Wilkins was born at Pongaroa, New Zealand 15 December 1916 of Irish parents; his father was a doctor in the School Medical Service. Aged 6 Wilkins came to Birmingham and was educated at King Edward VI Grammar School, later studying physics at St. Johns College Cambridge. He became a research assistant at Birmingham University working on luminescent solids. His PhD 1940 was a study of phosphors which he applied for the war effort by improving the cathode ray tube for radar display screens and worked on the mass spectrograph to separate uranium isotopes for use in bombs. After the war he began to work in biophysics first at St Andrews University and then at Kings College London developing reflecting microscopes to study nucleic acids in cells. Subsequent work on deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) led to his discovery with James Watson and Francis Crick of the double helix molecular structure of DNA. He was elected Fellow of the Royal Society 1959, made a CBE 1962 and awarded the Nobel Prize for Medicine 1962.

Winwood, Stephen Laurence 1948-

Steve Winwood was born 12 May 1948 in Great Barr. He was a part of the Birmingham’s rhythm and blues scene from a young age, playing organ and guitar backing blues singers such as Muddy Waters, John Lee Hooker, T-Bone Walker, Howlin' Wolf, B B King, Sonny Boy Williamson, Chuck Berry, and Bo Diddley on their UK tours. Winwood became a member of the Spencer Davis Group aged 15 and had a hit single with Keep On Runnin. He wrote and recorded Gimme Some Lovin before leaving to form Traffic. In the late 60s he became a close friend of Jimi Hendrix. Winwood played on 5 Hendrix LPs. In 1969 he played organ on Joe Cocker's With A Little Help From My Friends. Later that year he formed Blind Faith, but the band broke up the same year after their US tour. He played again with Traffic for some time, but in 2003, Winwood released a solo studio album, About Time on his own record label, Wincraft Music. He was recently inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.


Withering William 1741-1799
Born the son of a Shropshire country doctor, Withering trained in Edinburgh before setting up practice in Stafford where he learned from a country woman of the use of foxglove leaves to cure dropsy. After years of clinical trials he published ‘An Account of the Foxglove and Some of its Medical Uses’. In 1775 he set up in Birmingham as a general practitioner, becoming Matthew Boulton’s medical advisor and a specialist at the General Hospital. He was also a botanist, minerologist, climatologist and chemist, a member of the Lunar Society, Fellow of the Royal Society and the Linnaean Society. In later years, forced by illness to give up medical practice, he moved to Edgbaston Hall where continued his scientific studies and further extended his collection of books, plants and rocks. The hall came under siege during the 1791 Birmingham Riots, when Withering hid his collections hidden in wagons covered in straw. The house was saved by the arrival of a troop of the 15th Regiment of Dragoons force-marched from Nottingham. Between Priestley Road and Larches Street stood Joseph Priestley’s country mansion, Fair Hill which was destroyed in the riots. After Priestley left for the United States 1794 never to returned, the house was rebuilt as the Larches for Withering. He is buried in St Bartholomew’s Church Edgbaston where he is commemorated by a William Hollins’ wall monument which shows a snake twisted round a stick and foxglove. is commemorated by a Withering is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque at Edgbaston Hall/ Edgbaston Golf Club.

Wood, Victoria 1953-

Victoria Wood is best known as a comedienne. Born in Bury, Lancashire, she studied drama at the University of Birmingham, beginning her showbusiness career as an undergraduate appearing on the TV talent show New Faces. Her first big break was as a novelty act on the BBC's consumer affairs programme, That's Life 1976. Her first play, Talent 1978 won an award for Most Promising New Writer. Wood is regarded as one of the top sitcom writers, her sitcom Dinnerladies a prime example of dialogue-based TV comedy. She was awarded the OBE 1997.

Worboise, Emma Jane 1825-1887

Emma Jane Worboise, born in Birmingham 1825 began a prolific writing career with the novel, Alice Cunningham published 1846 when she was just 21. She wrote more than 50 volumes of evangelical stories and novels as well as writing magazine articles, sometimes under her married name, Mrs Guyton. Her plots were considered commonplace but her books wholesome and readable. So popular was she that many of her books were reprinted several times. She died 1887 at Clevedon, Somerset where she is buried.

Wray, John 1627-1705  See Ray, John.

Wyatt, George 1886- 1964
Born in Worcester 5 September 1886 George Wyatt, a groom's son was educated at Holloway School, Droitwich. He enlisted in the Coldstream Guards in Birmingham November 1904 to serve in Egypt. Three years later Wyatt joined Barnsley Police but on the outbreak of World War 1 rejoined the Coldstream Guards and left for France. At the Battle of Mons he displayed outstanding bravery on two occasions and was awarded the Victoria Cross which was presented at Buckingham Palace 4 March 1916. After Mons he returned to France and was promoted to Lance-Sergeant. Although twice wounded he survived the war and returned to the police force retiring in 1934 to take up farming. George Wyatt died 22 January 1964 and is buried at Cadeby Cemetery near Doncaster.


Wyndham, John 1903-1969

John Wyndham Parkes Lucas Beynon Harris was born in Knowle, his father a barrister, his mother the writer Vivian Beynon Harris; he lived in Edgbaston until his parents separated 1911. He subsequently moved around the country with his mother and younger brother. On leaving school he tried several jobs including farming, the law, art and advertising. Inspired by H G Wells’ science fiction novels he began writing short science fiction stories which were published first in American magazines, by the mid-1930s in British magazines and subsequently in book form by Tales of Wonder, Britain’s first science fiction magazine. He worked as a censor during World War 2 and also saw active service in France. His first major success was The Day of the Triffids 1951. His recurrent theme of human triumph in adversity can be seen in his other well-known novels which include The Kraken Wakes 1953, The Chrysalids 1955, The Midwich Cuckoos 1957, Chocky 1968, some of which have been made into films. He continued writing until his death 1969, some of his work being published posthumously.
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Yorke, Henry Vincent 1905-1973 
The novelist is known by his pseudonym, Henry Green. Born in Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire, Green was the youngest son of a wealthy West Midlands industrialist. Educated at Eton and Magdalen College Oxford, his first novel, Blindness 1926 was published while he was still at university. However, he left without taking his degree, apparently because of his dislike of his tutor, C S Lewis. He started work on the shop-floor of his father's engineering works, H Pontifex & Co in Birmingham, which provided the setting for his novel, Living 1929. After service during World War 2 Green with the Auxiliary Fire Service in London, he returned to his father's firm as managing director and while dedicating himself to business, he published a series of taut and sparsely written novels admired by authors such as Auden, Isherwood and Updike. Although relatively unknown to this day, some hold him as one of England’s best 20th-century novelists.

Young, Francis Brett 1884-1954

Young was born in Halesowen; his father was a doctor as were members of his mother’s family. He too studied medicine at Birmingham University starting practice at Brixham, Devon 1907. During World War 1 he served in Africa with the Medical Corps but was invalided 1918, and no longer able to practice medicine. He and his wife lived on Capri until 1929, travelling widely in South Africa, USA and the English Lake District, before returning to settle at Craycombe House, Fladbury, Worcestershire 1932. After World War 2 Young moved to South Africa and died in Cape Town 1954; his ashes are interred in Worcester Cathedral. He was a prolific novelist perhaps best remembered for Portrait of Clare 1927 which won the James Tait Prize. Francis Brett Young is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque at 105 Harborne Road, Edgbaston.

Z - Biography
Zephaniah, Benjamin 1958-

Benjamin Zephaniah was born in Black River, Jamaica 1958 but at 2 years old came to England with his family who settled in Lozells. He had a troubled childhood: was expelled from school, in trouble with the police, sent to a reform school and finally serving a prison sentence. On his release 1979 he moved to London and there became involved in a workers’ co-operative which led to the publication of his first book of poetry. He moved on to performance poetry and found wide media interest. During the 1990s he acted and performed at festivals and has appeared on television and radio. He recently contributed to a government group looking at creativity in the National Curriculum for schools.
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A - GLOSSARY

adventus A Latin term meaning arrival and used to refer to the coming of the Anglo-Saxons after the final departure of the Roman army 410 AD. The term is used to avoid the contentious issue of whether their coming was an invasion, a migration, or by invitation. The earliest Anglo-Saxon kingdoms were established by 450 AD. See The Coming of the Anglo-Saxons.
alluvium See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES. See also ford below.

Ancient Monuments See below Listed building.


Anglian glaciation
An early ice age in Britain c444 thousand years ago, the only one to completely cover the Midlands south of Birmingham and as far as the Thames estuary. It was the most severe in British geological history and transformed the landscape almost beyond recognition. See Devensian and Wolstonian. See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES.
ashlar
Any type of stone that is smooth-cut, used as facing on a building. It is a common technique to reduce the cost of a stone building especially in an area such as Birmingham where local stone is not readily available. Four Oaks Methodist Church 1907 is a perpendicular-style building of brick construction but faced in ashlar.


assart

An assart was a house raised and land cleared with the permission of the manorial lord for a rent. Assarts were common in woodland areas such as the Forest of Arden and usually situated on waste, ie. uncleared land, heath or woodland for which the lord was currently receiving little if any revenue. Very many moated sites and other farms were set up in this way; many of their successors survived into the 19th century, and some, especially east of Sutton Coldfield, still operate as farms today. Swanshurst Farm stood in what is now Swanshurst Park from medieval times; it was probably an assart on land belonging to Maxstoke Priory; it was demolished 1917 for housing development.
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back-to-backs
High-density and usually shoddily-built terraced housing in which a row of houses facing one way shared their rear party wall with houses facing the opposite way. Most back-to-back houses thus had three party walls and no through ventilation. The worst were built one-(room)-up-one-down. Toilet, water and washing facilities were in a communal courtyard surrounded by other back-to-backs. Well-constructed substantial back-to-backs were built by mutual societies in Leeds, for example, and still survive, but the Birmingham houses were not generally of this quality. From the late 1870s bylaws in most areas set minimum standards for housing and back-to-back building ceased. Large numbers of poor-quality houses survived in inner-city areas such as Highgate and Hockley until the 1950s, some well into the 1970s. The only surviving Birmingham example is believed to be at the corner of Inge Street and Hurst Street in the City Centre; it is set to be restored by the National Trust 2001.


bailiff
One employed by the lord of the manor to administer the manor, collect rents, etc for the lord or during the lord’s absence. Many lords had more than one manor, and many were absentee: after the Norman Conquest William FitzAnsculf owned altogether some 100 manors in 10 different counties of England.

baptistery
The part of a church where baptisms take place, usually at the west end near the entrance door symbolising entry into the Church. The baptistery may be in a separate chapel, sometimes in an apse; St Mary & St Ambrose on the Pershore Road has an apsidal baptistery; at St Mary & St Margaret Castle Bromwich the font stands at the west end of the central aisle. The font is a usually a large stone bowl on a pillar to hold the water of baptism. From 1236 font covers were compulsory. Holy Trinity Sutton Coldfield retains its Norman font. Some Baptist churches have immersion fonts in which the baptised are completely submerged: Edward Road Baptist Church in Balsall Heath has a good example at the front of the church before the pulpit.


baulk A medieval baulk is an earthen ridge boundary between ploughlands in an open strip field. See the Yardley Charter for an example.

bay
Originally the section of a house (front elevation) between the upright pillars of the timber frame; now generally a section of the house containing a window.


bells/ bellringing

There are over 5000 churches in England with peals of bells, the oldest dating from the 13th century. Early towers had one or a small number of bells which hung mouth downwards and were rung (chimed) by pulling the rope, swinging the bell and allowing the clapper to hit the bell. It was difficult to control the bells in sequence one after another, as smaller bells ring faster, heavier bells more slowly. The result was similar to what may be heard in present-day French towers, each bell ringing irrespective of the others.

Modern English ringing developed in the mid-17th century whereby the bells are rung full circle from mouth-up. This enables the ringer to hold the bell on balance in an upturned position and so to ring more quickly or slowly in a fully controllable way. The order of the bells can then be changed by a conductor calling the new order each time (call-change ringing) or by changing the order in a predetermined pattern with every pull (method-ringing/ change-ringing). A great many methods have been (and continue to be) composed and tablets (peal boards) in ringing chambers record particular methods rung usually on special occasions with the names of the ringers. The oldest peal boards in Birmingham date from the 18th century.

Before the Reformation there was little distinction in ringing for religious or for secular reasons. In village and urban life the two were inextricably intertwined. Bells were equally rung for the village fair as for church services. At this time bells were not rung full circle but chimed. However, with the advent of change ringing, bell ringing, especially in towns and nearby, became a hobby rather than an expression of religion, and conflict arose regarding the religious and the secular use of bells. Chiming was considered appropriate for religious purposes; but the Rev H T Ellacombe ‘would quite as soon sanction foot-ball or cricket in the churchyard on a Sunday, as ringing (ie. change ringing) . . as soon give up the belfry to prize-fighting on Sunday, as prize-ringing - at all times indeed most objectionable.’ (See Ingram & Jones 2002 p82 BIBLIOGRAPHY) On a Sunday the bells were often change-rung full circle for pleasure well before the service, but then rung down to be chimed for the service, the ringers being paid for the latter. Bells were generally change-rung full circle for secular occasions, which were very varied. Bell ringers were paid to ring for weddings by the family, as they still are; ringers were paid by the church to ring for Guy Fawkes Day. In 1830 ringers were paid to ring by Beardsworth, owner of Birmingham, the horse that won the Doncaster St Leger and were consequently sacked by the rector. More controversially, when the Great Reform Bill was thrown out by the Lords in 1831, the bells of St Philip’s were tolled as for a funeral in defiance of the clergy. The ring-leader, steeple keeper Thomas Bingham was forbidden to enter the tower again; indeed he left the town never to return.

Modern practice is generally that a single bell is chimed for lesser services or for five minutes immediately before a main service; the full peal is never chimed. The bells are rung full circle either in called changes or in a method before the main Sunday service (in some towers also afterwards), the ringers performing this as a service with no payment. Bells are also rung on major feast days, Easter, Christmas, Ascension, patronal festivals etc; and also by request for funerals (single bell tolled or peal half-muffled) or on other occasions related to the life of the parishioners or the church. Bells are also rung on national occasions: almost every ringable peal in England was heard on New Year’s Day 2000 and most towers rang to celebrate the Queen’s Golden Jubilee 2002.

Ringing is still a hobby practised evenings and weekends and generally approved by the churches concerned; some ringers enjoying the challenge of ringing complicated or unusual methods or lengthy peals , others enjoying ringing in a variety of towers.

Early bells may have been cast on site by itinerant founders. The Bagleys of Chacombe (near Banbury) cast the bells of St Alphege Solihull 1683-1686, St Bartholomew Edgbaston 1685, and St Peter Harborne 1691, St Edburgha Yardley 1691, probably on site. Joseph Smith’s foundry was at Edgbaston to the rear of the White Swan B15 Westbourne Road/ Harborne Road. He may have cast bells there and transported them to local towers: St Mary Handsworth 1701, St Mary & St Margaret Castle Bromwich 1717, St Giles Sheldon 1723, St Laurence Northfield 1730.

A great many Birmingham bells were hung during the 18th century and peals augmented or recast during the 19th. Bells were cast in a traditional bell shape known to produce a particular note and tuneful effect. However, the results were often hit-and-miss. Although the dominant note could be produced by shaving metal off the circumference of the bell, subsidiary notes and harmonics produced within the bell were often out of tune with the dominant note. Some peals were notorious for their dissonance. Thomas Bingham (See Ingram & Jones 2002 p29 BIBLIOGRAPHY) described the  bells of St Philip’s thus:

The Tenor, a very good bell -The Ninth cracked -The Eighth an odd bell, not of the peal -

The Seventh a pot - The Sixth out of tune - too flat - The Fifth a bluster - The Fourth, a very weak bell, and false - The Third a middling good bell -   The Second has a false crown -    And the Treble makes shift.

The tone and condition of these bells was typical. However, during the 1890s John Taylor of Loughborough perfected the scientific tuning of bells, whereby the various notes and harmonics were in harmony with dominant note, thus giving a melodious chord. The first true harmonic ring in Birmingham was installed at St Barnabas Erdington by Taylor’s 1904. The bells of St Michael Boldmere are interesting because they are a rare complete ring by Barwell of Birmingham 1906 cast in the old way. Although reasonably tuneful and well-maintained and rung, their tonal quality is certainly 19th/ 18th century. Throughout the country there are many old bells, including medieval ones, still in use. In Birmingham, being a strong centre of bellringing, there are hardly any pre-scientific bells remaining. Most were recast during the late-19th and 20th century by Taylor’s of Loughborough or by the Whitechapel Foundry in London in accordance with scientific tuning. And a good thing too!

Of the remaining pre-scientific bells, St Mary’s Moseley has a unique steel ring of 1874, completely untypical; Holy Trinity Sutton Coldfield has Taylor bells of 1884, though retuned by Taylor’s 1973. Only St Giles Sheldon has some unrecast old bells: No.4 by Joseph Smith of Edgbaston 1723, No.6 by Thomas Newcombe of Leicester c1580, and the oldest bell in Birmingham, No.5 by an unknown founder c1400.

The St Martin’s Guild of Church Bellringers for the Diocese of Birmingham was established 1755.

berewick  See Domesday Glossary.

blade mill  See below iron making.
blast furnace  See below iron making.
bloomery  See below iron making.

borough See below burgage tenure.

bordar  See Domesday Glossary.
BSMR

Birmingham Sites and Monuments Record, is a computerised database continually updated by the City Planning Archaeologist and open to public access. Its purpose is to ensure the investigation and appropriate preservation of historic sites and buildings faced with development. For each archaeological find, site or building the BSMR gives details, original sources of information and bibliography, street locations and Ordnance Survey grid references. All statutorily Listed Buildings are to be found in the BSMR as are buildings that do not have national recognition, but are worthy of local interest. See below Conservation Area, Listed buildings, Cumulative List, Local List. See also BSMR.


Bunter pebble beds  See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES.
Bunter sandstone    See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES.
burgage tenure
In the Middle Ages land, especially house plots, rented from the lord of the manor in a town were held by burgage tenure ie. paid for by money rent and not by service, such as so many days farmwork owed on the lord’s demesne. This built-up area of burgages as known as the borough. The system released people to develop commercial enterprises within such boroughs without the obligation to work on the lord’s agricultural land for part of the year. In 1226 amongst individuals paying cash in Birmingham instead of hay-making were merchants, weavers, a tailor and a smith. A further advantage to the burgesses/ burgagees was that they did not pay market tolls to sell their good within the town as outsiders did.  Burgesses also had certain rights in the government of the borough, especially, as in Birmingham’s case, where the landlord was absentee. The manor beyond the tollbars, which were manned at every entrance to the town on market and fair days, was known as the foreign and was administered by its own manorial court. See Medieval Market Town.

burnt mounds

Birmingham burnt mounds date from c1200 BC, are always near streams and are up to 2m high and 20m across, though they would originally have been much more compact. They are not readily recognisable to the lay person. When excavated evidence only of burnt wood and heat-cracked pebbles is found. Evidence from North American Indians suggests that water may have been poured onto the hot stones inside a tent for a steam bath rather like a sauna. The burnt pebbles are referred to in older books as ‘potboilers’; it used to be thought that hot stones were dropped into pots to heat the water for cooking. In Fox Hollies Park are two burnt mounds near Broomhall Brook, one some 14 metres in diameter. See Burnt Mounds.


butts
Every manor had a site known as the butts where archery was practised. Edward IV made archery practice compulsory on Sundays and feast days to guard against the threat of invasion; all men aged 16-60 should own a longbow of their own height and each township was required to set up archery butts or targets. The statute was revived by Henry VIII 1543 for fear of French invasion but fell into abeyance in the 17th century. The targets were set up against an earth mound or bank. Stafford Street in the city centre was formerly known as The Butts. Marks near the west door of Yardley church may derive from the sharpening of arrow heads on the stonework.

The term butt or butts is also used of land in an open field which lies at right angles to the other strips; this land may well be of an irregular shape so that its strips are uneven in shape and size.
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Carboniferous
A geological period 280-345 million years ago; the coal measures were laid down during the Upper Carboniferous, the partially decayed remains of swamp forest vegetation. West of Birmingham the seams were up to 9m thick. See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES.

census
With the exception of 1941 during World War 2, a national census has been carried out every 10 years since 1801. Initially only name, address, age and occupation was recorded but increasingly census information became more and more comprehensive. Prior to 1841 only statistical information is available; thereafter the enumerators’ returns are preserved although only accessible after 100 years. The full 1901 returns are now available. The last took place in 2001, the first statistical information being published 2002. Central Library, as ever, is an excellent starting point.

chancel
The sacred part of a church, usually at the east end, where the altar stands at which the sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated; a chancel arch generally indicates the divide, though before the Reformation the chancel was separated from the nave by a screen. The upkeep of the chancel was formerly the responsibility of the owner of the tithes, usually the lord of the manor, while the parishioners were responsible for the rest of the building. See below nave.


chantry
From the 13th century a chantry was a private chapel, usually within a church, and bequeathed for the celebration of masses for the soul of the founder or his family; some chantry chapels were paid for by trade guilds for their members. Chantries were abolished by the protestant Edward VI and their funds confiscated by the Crown. In 1344 Edward III agreed to William Paas’s request to support a chantry of the Virgin Mary at Kings Norton Church; this may have been supported by a guild.


chapel
An altar other than the high altar, especially in pre-reformation and Roman Catholic churches; chapels were sometimes, though not necessarily, separated by a screen from the main part of the church. Castle Bromwich church has two chapels at the east end of the north and south aisles, the Remembrance Chapel dedicated after World War 1 and the Lady Chapel c1970.
A room consecrated for worship within a manor house or country house or built within its grounds was referred to as a chapel: there is a chapel inside Aston Hall; St Bartholomew Edgbaston had been built as the chapel of Edgbaston Hall by 1279.
A chapel, or chapel-of-ease, refers to an additional church in a parish run under the auspices of the mother church; St John the Baptist was built 1380 for the convenience of local people at Deritend because of the distance and difficulty of travel from their parish church at Aston. During the 19th-century house-building boom many chapels-of-ease were set up by parish churches to serve the new suburbs. These later became parish churches in their own right: St Mark Washwood Heath built 1890 as a chapel of St Saviour’s Saltley was assigned its own parish 1907.
Non-conformist churches were often referred to as chapels: The former Christ Church Baptist Chapel at Aston Six Ways is an elaborate example.


clay
mercia mudstone, formerly known as keuper marl See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES.
clay lane
An unmetalled parish road or track; if it was wide enough to have a strip of grass along each side it was often called a green lane. Some of these wider roads were set up as a result of enclosures; others may have been drovers’ tracks made wide by herds of cattle on their way to market. Clay Lane can be found in off the Coventry Road B26.

close

A piece of agricultural land enclosed by a hedge, fence or wall; in modern times referred to as a field. See below enclosures. In late 20th-century street names a close denotes a cul-de-sac, as at B36 Chattock Close.

coal  See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES.
coins
Until currency decimalisation 1971

240d = £1
(d = Latin denarius/ denarii  = penny/ pence) 
   12d = 1s 
(s = Latin solidus/ solidi = shilling/ shillings)
   20s = £1 
(£ = L = Latin liber/ libra = pound/ pounds)

A guinea was worth £1.1s.
common
A medieval term usually signifying land for common grazing; see green below. Commons or wastes were lands over which manorial tenants had various rights, usually that of pasture livestock. Rights varied from manor to manor: there were also rights of pannage (grazing pigs), estovers, (gathering wood), piscary (fishing), and common in the soil (digging for sand, stone, gravel etc.) The rights of commons were crucial to the local agricultural economy and were subject to the manorial court. Many commons were enclosed legally and illegally with poorer tenants tending lose out. Many commons still exist and were listed and defined subsequent to the Commons Registration Act 1965. Hodge Hill Common is one such example. See also intercommoning.

compensation pools
Compensation reservoirs had to be built by the canal companies to compensate mill owners for the loss of water taken from rivers to feed the canals. Wychall Reservoir was built to compensate Wychall Mill. Now the mill is gone a feeder joins the canal on its west bank.

Conservation Area
An area defined in law in which certainly some, though not necessarily all the buildings are Listed. The buildings will have a group identity or a geographical integrity and the area is statutorily protected in much the same way as a Listed building. The first Conservation Area in Birmingham was at Ryland Road Edgbaston created 1969; the old village centres of Harborne, Kings Norton, Northfield and Yardley were designated later that year. Some 30 Conservation Areas now include Bournville Village, Colmore Row, the Ideal Village Bordesley and the Warwick Bar.

cottar See Domesday Glossary.
court leet
From feudal times a manorial court held usually twice a year in the presence of the lord, his steward or bailiff with extensive jurisdiction over many affairs of the manor and with the power to fine and imprison offenders. Manorial appointments such as the constable, town crier and ale-taster were the responsibility of the court leet. The courts gradually died out with the rise of municipal government from the 18th century, although some have survived in an honorary capacity eg. at Bromsgrove. See below lord of the manor, and manor.

crenellations
Battlements, as on a castle. Sir Roger de Somery paid for a royal licence to crenellate his manor house of Weoley Castle which had six towers, fortified walls and a deep moat. Crenellations can be seen on some church towers and gothic revival houses of the 19th century; such buildings are sometimes referred to as embattled.


croft
From medieval times an enclosed piece of land attached to a dwelling to grow domestic vegetables. Especially during the last quarter of the 20th century the names of medieval crofts have been used as street names.

cruck

Cruck-framing was a medieval technique of building of which few examples survive in the Birmingham area. It involved sawing a curved (oak) tree lengthways (two separate trees were sometimes used) and leaning the two halves against each other to form an arch; the cruck blades were held by a tie-beam half-way up and by a collar-beam at the top. Their survival in Birmingham is rare. Handsworth Old Town Hall is a cruck-framed building of 3 bays each divided by a cruck truss.


crypt
The cellar under a church usually used for burials; few Birmingham churches have crypts, although before the Reformation burials inside the church underneath the floor were common. Also known as the undercroft. The crypt of St Martin-in-the-Bull Ring excavated by Birmingham Museum 1974 was found to be almost full of disarticulated human bones. St Philip’s Cathedral 1711 has a crypt which was converted into usable space c1980.
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deer park  See below park.


demesne
In the Middle Ages, manorial agricultural land for the lord’s own use; tenants of the lord’s other land owed labour which was used to maintain the demesne. The Domesday Book 1086 contains information about the extent of the demesne and other land. In Anglo-Saxon times the lord's land would consist of strips scattered amongst those of his tenants; in Norman times the demesne was more likely to be enclosed farmland around the home farm of the manor. The demesne was often worked from the demesne farmhouse known as the home farm. See also Domesday Glossary.
Devensian glaciation
The most recent ice age in Britain c10-116 thousand years ago, often referred to as the Great Ice Age. The north-west Midlands were covered with ice at this time; our area would have been periglacial ie permafrost tundra. See Anglian and Wolstonian. See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES.
diocese
A unit of ecclesiastical administration centred on a cathedral and under a bishop’s jurisdiction. Canterbury was the earliest English diocese founded 597 AD. Of the dioceses which covered the Birmingham area Lichfield was created 669, Worcester c680, and Chester after 1540. Birmingham was created 1905. A diocese is subdivided into parishes.

Domesday  See Norman Birmingham.
dower house
In common law a widow was entitled to a third of her husband’s estate until her death or remarriage; this may have included a house known as the dower house. Duddeston Hall was used as the dower house by the Holtes after the building of Aston Hall.

dovecote
Also pigeon house. Few survive. Introduced from Normandy during the Middle Ages, they were often attached to the manor house for the lord’s own use, and tenants forbidden to build them. They were built to ensure a supply of eggs and fresh meat especially during the winter months and the droppings incidentally used to manure the fields. Dovecotes largely fell out of use during the 18th century as the introduction of turnips to overwinter cattle decreased their importance. The 18th-century brick-built Moseley Dovecote belonged to the South Farm of Moseley Hall and is now regularly open to the public. – This latterr explanation may well not be true. It seems now that it was the young doves that were taken during the spring before they took flight.


drift, glacial  See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES.
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enclosures
The open field system of agriculture was developed from the 10th century, before the Norman Conquest. But during the Middle Ages, even as new open fields were being created, others were being enclosed, combining separate strips into blocks of land that were easier to manage. Hawthorn hedges were planted round the new fields; although initially this was time-consuming and expensive, enclosed fields had three times the value of the same land in strips. Parliamentary enclosure marked the final stages of the process, the earliest such at Radipole, Dorset 1604, the last 1914, but the majority between 1750-1830. Regular rectangular fields are a feature of parliamentary enclosures; roads between enclosed fields often run straight for long stretches within a parish, although they are not necessarily aligned with roads in neighbouring parishes. Birmingham manor’s open fields were enclosed early, probably by 1300; Yardley common fields and pasture were the final parliamentary enclosures in the Midlands 1847. Commons and wastes were also shared amongst those who had rights over them. However, a lord of the manor with large amounts of waste as in the Forest of Arden allowed assarts, ie. the setting up of private enclosures, which brought in extra rental without necessarily prejudicing the available grazing. These lands were also enclosed usually by pressure from the manorial lord and/ or major landowners. See Georgian enclosures.


end

In placenames ‘end’ may have the meaning of a locality on the edge of a land unit. Although the manor of Yardley was centred on Yardley village, this part was known as Church End. Because of the long thin nature of the manor, the church and village stand at the northern limit some 7 miles from its southern extent. ‘End’ may also have had the meaning of a site settled away from the main settlement, possibly by squatters on common land.

estovers
Many manorial tenants had the right of estovers ie. to gather wood on common land or waste.
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feeder

A canal feeder is a length of canal bringing water from a stream, river or reservoir; it may or may not be navigable. Icknield Port Loop/ Rotton Park Loop on the Birmingham Canal is a navigable feeder from Edgbaston Reservoir. See Canals.

field

In earliest Anglo-Saxon times a field signified open land as opposed to forest; the land may have been cleared by incoming settlers, cleared by previous peoples or it may have been an area of land without natural tree cover. The placename Northfield includes this meaning.

Subsequently field came to refer to one of the large open fields which was divided into separate strips and allocated to the villagers; the street name Yardley Fields Road recalls this meaning. Most of Birmingham’s villages had open fields near them; ridge and furrow can be seen probably from Kings Norton open fields in Kings Norton playing fields in Wharf Lane.

The word field is now used to refer to what was formerly called a close, an enclosed area of land belonging to an individual. See Anglo-Saxon Placenames.

fieldwalking
Archaeologists walking side by side in line usually across ploughed fields deliberately searching for objects. In Sutton Coldfield the Manorial Wood flints, 16 flints in two fields were found by this method.

finery See below iron making


font See above baptistery.

ford
A road crossing through a river or stream; almost all fords are now replaced by bridges, main roads especially from the introduction of the turnpikes in the 18th century. A rare example of a ford survives at B13/ B28 Green Road crossing the River Cole. The importance of good or even mediocre fords across rivers and even small streams cannot be over-estimated in Birmingham. Much of the area lies on heavy clay whose tiny grains of clay stick together when wet; water cannot pass through making a slimy sticky surface. Travel over clay lands in wet weather can be very difficult especially at river crossings. Furthermore along the rivers was an accumulation of thousands of years of alluvium, fertile mud or river silt washed down into the valleys. From time immemorial roads and tracks followed ridges between rivers over lighter drier soils on glacial drift wherever possible and forded rivers at points where glacial drift makes crossing easier. See also GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES. At B46 Coleshill the gravelly river bed of the former ford can clearly be seen from the bridge where the old Lichfield Road crosses the River Cole.

fordrough
A fordrough or foredrove was an unmetalled farm track. A number are recalled in street names eg. B9 Fordrough Lane.

foreign  See above burgage tenure.

freeman See Domesday Glossary.
fulling
From the Middle Ages some watermills were used for fulling rather than for grinding corn. Fulling is the process of washing woollen cloth using wooden mallets and fullers earth; it was the first industrial process to be mechanised. The cloth was subsequently stretched back to size on wooden frames. Fulling had previously been done by foot and was known as walking, hence some fulling mills were referred to as walk mills. Thimble Mill on Hockley Brook in Aston was a fulling mill before turning to blade making in the 17th century. See Watermills in the A-Z Index.
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glacial drift  See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES.
glebe
From the Middle Ages glebe was the land owned by and farmed or rented out by the parish priest; this may have consisted of strips in the open fields or, after enclosure, may have been consolidated as a farm. Glebe Farm in Kitts Green is so-named because it was once the property of the priest of Yardley.

gore
A medieval term for a triangular piece of ploughland. For an example see the Yardley Charter.
gospel oak
A place on the parish boundary (usually coterminous with the manor) where the Bible was read during the Rogationtide perambulation of the parish bounds. The tradition of beating the bounds of the parish continued from medieval to modern times in some parishes. In some cases children were actually beaten with sticks at certain significant points on the boundary or thrown into streams or ponds in order to impress upon them the limits of their parish. A cross may have been carved on a significant (oak) tree. A placename often derived from the tree as at Gospel Oak on the Yardley border B27 Gospel Lane south of Leysdown Road, where a tree believed to be the Gospel Oak was felled c1846.

gothic architecture
In church architecture gothic is typified by pointed arches. It derives from the Middle Ages. Early English gothic replaced the round-arched Norman or romanesque style from the late 12th century, through the more elaborate decorated gothic of the 14th century to the very elaborate and less pointed perpendicular style of Tudor times. St Edburgha, Yardley Parish Church is a good example of a medieval church in decorated gothic style.

By the 18th century gothic was replaced by architecture based on classical models. However, it was revived in the mid-19th century, partly as a result of the High Church movement. St Agnes Moseley is a church in revived early decorated gothic style.

The gothic revival also had an impact on domestic architecture where asymmetry, gables and pointed windows replaced the symmetrical neo-classical design of Georgian buildings. Many 19th-century public and commercial buildings in the city centre have strong gothic influences. The Victoria Law Courts are a fine example of late Victorian gothic. See also below neo-classical architecture. See Victorian Churches: the Gothic Revival.


grange
An outlying farming estate belonging to a monastery (sometimes to a lord) and run by lay rather than by religious brothers. Redhall Road Quinton is the site of Redhall Grange which belonged to Halesowen Abbey.


gravestones
Brasses, effigies and monuments commemorating the burial places of the wealthy were placed inside churches from the Middle Ages; from the 16th century stone tablets laid into the floor became fashionable. By the 17th century the yeoman class began to have gravestones outside the church; the earliest of which are likely to be on the south side near the church entrance. However, most people well into the 20th century were laid in unmarked graves. During the 20th century many ordinary people were laid in graves with headstones. From the third quarter of the 20th century increasing land prices meant that cremations became increasing popular; the burial or scattering of ashes may be marked by a small stone tablet. Increasing problems of maintenance of burial grounds and churchyards has often meant the removal of upright stones or their being laid flat to allow easier mowing of surrounding grass. Park Street public gardens were made by the town council from the closed burial grounds of St Martin’s-in-the-Bull Ring after Witton Cemetery opened 1863; here the stones have been laid flat or moved back to the wall to make an area of lawn. Yardley Cemetery is a good example of a late Victorian cemetery still in use.

green
Village greens were often focal points in nucleated villages. They may well have been used for grazing, but their purpose was also social and recreational. Some greens disappeared through illegal encroachment or enclosure. Kings Norton Green dates back to the Anglo-Saxon village. Castle Bromwich Green was created from a gift of land by Lord Bradford in 1895. However, many villages in Birmingham were not nucleated but rather a number of separate small farms spread over a wide area. What we now know as the village centres of places such as the Bull Ring, Erdington, and Moseley, for instance, are more likely medieval than Anglo-Saxon. In these cases the term green usually denotes an area of common grazing land, probably medieval. This would be poorer land not good enough for growing crops but sufficient for the local peasants to graze their livestock. The land often (sometimes on enclosure) may have come into the hands of an individual or family as in Acocks Green, Birches Green, Flint Green. ‘Green’ may also have had the meaning of a site outside the main settlement settled by landless squatters on common grazing land.
green lane
A rural unmetalled parish road wide enough to have a strip of grass along each side; green lanes were often used primarily for moving livestock . Other unmetalled roads often took the name of the exposed surface eg clay lane, gravelly hill, sandy lane, stony lane, watery lane.

guild or gild
In the Middle Ages a religious or craft association, usually urban, which acted as a mutual society for its members. Guilds would help their members in sickness and poverty; they sometimes made themselves responsible for the repair of parish highways and bridges, as did the Guild of the Holy Cross associated with St Martin's-in-the-Bull Ring. Processions and feasts were held on religious occasions and the guilds often paid for chantry chapels and priests to pray for the souls of departed members. Kings Norton Old Grammar School may have originated as a guild hall whose members supported the chantry of the Virgin Mary at Kings Norton Church.

guinea gardens
18th-century Birmingham was surrounded by working-class allotments which were found all around the outskirts of the town and traditionally cost one guinea (£1. 1 shilling = £1.05) to rent. Many are clearly seen on Westley’s 1731 map. By 1878 these gardens had all but disappeared underneath the expanding town. Westbourne Road Leisure Gardens are the remains of the last surviving example.
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hammer mill  See below iron making.


heath
Heaths are areas of less fertile soil and can be found, for instance, along the Birmingham sandstone ridge from Bromsgrove to Lichfield, and on areas of glacial drift. Heath is a common placename element and may be medieval or later: eg. Balsall Heath, Kings Heath, Druids Heath, Walkers Heath. There may have been thin birch and hazel woodland here, or it may have been land cleared by earlier peoples which had reverted to light cover of gorse, broom and heather. Heathland survives in Sutton Park. Heathland would have been fairly easy to clear and plough, although it is not especially fertile and does not retain water well; however, from the Middle Ages most heathland was valuable as common land and used for grazing. 18th-century writers such as Arthur Young (See BIBLIOGRAPHY) saw this land as waste and as a result of parliamentary enclosure most was turned over to arable farming. See above enclosures.

hedges

Fields created as a result of parliamentary enclosure from the 18th century were usually demarcated by hawthorn hedges; hawthorn, known as quickset, could be planted as cuttings and expected to grow into an impenetrable hedge relatively quickly. Hedged fields predate parliamentary enclosure, however. Closes were hedged from Anglo-Saxon times, as were deer parks from Norman times. A rough rule-of-thumb for dating a hedge is to count the number of species present in a 100 foot (c30m) stretch reckoning that a new species will establish itself naturally every 100 years. Small amounts of hedgerow (rarely 100 feet in length) survive in urban Birmingham as well as trees that have been left when the hedge was taken up. Old hedges can be seen by the River Cole in the Dingle west of Colebrook Road at Billesley. Traces of deer park boundaries can be seen in Sutton Park.

hide
A medieval unit of land measurement whose size was variable depending on the quality of the land, but considered to be the amount of land able to support a family and dependants. The hide was used as a unit of tax assessment and rent. A hide is now reckoned at c50 hectares. The Charter of (Little) Aston and (Great) Barr describes the limits of 5 hides of land granted by King ?Eadred to his minister, Wulfhelm 957 AD. A virgate or yardland was a quarter of a hide. See also Domesday Glossary.

High Church
The Oxford Movement from the second quarter of the 19th century was pioneered by such as John Henry Newman (See BIOGRAPHY.)  to restore medieval ritual to the Church of England. The high-church movement went hand in hand with the revival in gothic architecture. See above gothic architecture.

Highland and Lowland Zones
A concept used by geographical historians roughly dividing Britain into two zones, the Highland Zone north of a line from Middlesborough to Exeter, and the Lowland Zone south of it. From prehistoric times the Lowland Zone has been more populous, more intensively farmed, more technologically advanced and more prosperous than the Highland. The concept is important in understanding the development of Birmingham which lies just into the Highland Zone but in a borderland position.

hillforts

Roman written sources describe the Celts as tribally organised, mutually hostile and based on local centres of power. These were often hillforts which could house up to 1000 inhabitants and which were surrounded by farming estates; they would have been the power base of a local clan chieftain. Some hillforts are known to have been occupied for over 500 years. Classic examples are Maiden Castle and Hambledon Hill in Dorset. The majority of the population farmed in the countryside, living in tiny villages and isolated farmsteads and this must have been the case in the Birmingham area. Their wooden-framed buildings were generally round with a central post and thatched roof almost to the ground; some were enclosed by hedges or moats. There are over twenty Iron Age  hillforts within a 30-mile radius of Birmingham, although few have been excavated. The nearest is Berry Mound at Solihull Lodge; others are Wychbury Hill near Hagley, Castle Old Fort near Wall and Castle Ring on Cannock Chase. Barr Beacon, the highest point in West Midlands County may well have been a hillfort. Unlike the very old hillforts of Wessex and the Welsh Marches, however, these hillforts seem to have been built relatively quickly by local clan chieftains to fight the Romans and were probably not occupied for long. However, the number of hillforts constructed seems to indicate that the Celtic population was strong enough to offer organised resistance to the Roman advance even though this was short-lived and unsuccessful. Berry Mound stands at Solihull Lodge between Peterbrook Road and Truemans Heath Lane. This was an Iron Age hillfort built c500 BC which is oval, covers an area of some 4½ hectares and was surrounded by a ditch and bank which would have had a palisade on top. Although badly damaged by farming activity in the 19th century, both the ditch and bank remain a clear landmark. No excavations have been made in the centre of the fort, but this must have been the centre of a local chiefdom with a tribe a some hundreds contributing to its construction. It may well have been used defensively against the Roman invasion c48 AD, but resistance would have been short-lived. Small and insignificant compared with hillforts in central southern England, nonetheless this is locally an important example. 


hoarstone
A large stone used as a boundary marker: the placename Warstone derives from anglo-Saxon har stan = boundary stone, where the manors of Aston, Birmingham and Handsworth met. The hoarstone, a glacial erratic can be seen in Warstone Cemetery.


holloway
Roads descending slopes that have been worn away by centuries of traffic. Constant use wears away the plant layer binding the surface which is then eroded by rain and may become a stream in winter. Holloways may be very old: one such is referred to in Cofton Lease written in 849 where the perambulation follows land thaes Holan Weges, ‘along the holloway’, probably Groveley Lane. Some holloways in Birmingham survive in name only, as at Holloway Head in the city centre. Important local roads from Alcester, Pershore, Stratford and Warwick came into Digbeth via a notorious holloway from Camp Hill along Bordesley High Street of which a little can be imagined near Warner Street. A clearly defined holloway (originally part of Yardley Green Road) can been seen in the old Yardley Field in parkland to the rear of Blakesley Hall School and another at Scribers Lane Hall Green.

horst
A geological term describing an up-faulted area ie. raised up between two parallel faults. The areas either side are described as down-faulted. This is largely the geology of the Midlands

hundred
Hundreds originated in the 10th century as administrative land units in Anglo-Saxon lands outside the Danelaw. They were nominally areas of land represented at regular meetings by 100 householders; alternatively they may have been areas of land consisting of 100 hides. Hundreds were often named after their original meeting place; this was usually away from a settlement at a river crossing or crossroads. The name of the hundred usually derives from the original meeting place. Hundred meetings had administrative, judicial and even military functions. Hemlingford Hundred (later Coleshill Hundred) included Birmingham and met at Hemling Ford, a crossing of the River Tame just below Kingsbury. Hundred boundaries were usually defined by rivers. Hundreds in the Birmingham area tended to be large as they were sparsely populated. About 920 King Edgar created the system of shires by combining groups of hundreds. Offlow Hundred was the south-east part of Staffordshire and included Handsworth, Harborne, Perry Barr, Smethwick. With minor territorial adjustments and decreasing power over the years the system of hundreds lasted until the beginning of the 20th century; the system of shires lasted until local government reorganisation 1974. See below shires.
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icehouse
Icehouses were domed hollow brick structures built largely underground and covered with a mound of earth; winter ice was packed tightly with straw and would last until the summer and occasionally longer. Ice was used for cooling drinks, preserving food and making iced desserts. First built by the Romans in this country icehouses were also found in some medieval monasteries. Influenced by French cuisine James I had an icehouse built in Greenwich Park in London 1619. After the Restoration of the Monarchy 1660 icehouses became an essential status symbol for any family of means. To be able to serve iced desserts at the height of summer was a real coup. A good example of an icehouse survives in the private Moseley Park.

imperial measures See measures.

intercommoning
Access to common waste, pasture or woodland was shared by people of more than one parish or manor eg. for grazing pigs or collecting firewood. Highters Heath Cross at Maypole Lane/ Prince of Wales Lane/ Shirley High Street marked the meeting point of Yardley, Kings Norton and Solihull parishes in an area of intercommoning woodland in the Middle Ages.


iron making
From the 16th century watermills were used to power bellows to increase the heat in a blast furnace to smelt iron ore using charcoal; the earliest known was on the Holbrook at Perry Barr 1591.
A bloomery or hammer mill used water to power tilt hammers which removed the slag and reduced the bulky blooms or pigs of cast iron into iron bars. The process removed the slag content from the iron making for a purer product. In 1538 an bloomery forge is recorded at Perry and in 1548 a hammer mill at Handsworth.

The finery forge was a development from this, the purpose of which was to hammer the iron into wrought iron, a more malleable form of the metal. Holford fulling mill was converted into a finery forge 1591.
The iron bars were cut into rods at slitting mills and sold on to cutlers and nailmakers. Nechells Park Mill on the River Rea operated from at least 1532 was a corn grinding mill, was rebuilt as a blade mill 1672 and converted into a slitting mill in the 18th century. From the 17th century watermills were increasingly used for sharpening blades, drawing wire, grinding gun barrels and other iron trades.


J - GLOSSARY
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keuper marl, mercia mudstone, red clay  See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES.
keuper sandstone, Bromsgrove sandstone  See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES.
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labour service
From Norman times through the Middle Ages most people were obliged to work on the demesne land of the lord of the manor for various lengths of time and at certain times of the year. As people moved to Birmingham for the market trade, some tenants grew rich enough to pay cash for the lord to employ labour rather than use their own labour. In 1226 amongst individuals paying cash instead of hay-making were merchants, weavers, a tailor and a smith. The system was badly hit by the Black Death in the mid-14th century and had largely been replaced by cash rents by the 16th century. See above burgage tenure.


leasowe
A leasowe or leasow was pasture for grazing animals. A number of street names in later 20th-century housing developments were chosen to preserve old fieldnames.

leat
An artificial channel taking water from the river to the watermill or vice versa. The millrace or headrace is the narrow channel funnelling water to the wheel itself; the tailrace is where the water discharges from the wheel back to the river. At Babbs Mill on the River Cole a large lake feeds via a leat to the site of the mill; the 18th-century mill house still survives.


Listed building
Buildings which appear on the statutory Cumulative List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historical Interest have legal status as Listed buildings. They cannot be demolished or altered without permission from the planning authorities who set restrictions as to their appropriate maintenance to preserve their historical credentials.
Grade I Listed buildings are of exceptional architectural or historical interest in a national context. There are only some two dozen such in Birmingham: eg. Birmingham College of Arts & Crafts in Margaret Street.
Grade II* buildings are important buildings of more than special architectural or historical interest. There are about 80 of these in Birmingham: eg. Bells Farm in Druids Heath.
Grade II buildings are of special interest. There are over 1600 Grade II buildings of enormous variety, the 16th-century manor house of Sheldon Hall now a restaurant, the one-up-one-down High Heath Cottage is the smallest surviving Vesey house in Sutton and the 28 arches of Vauxhall Viaduct across the River Rea to Curzon Street Station on the Grand Junction railway to Liverpool.
A further category defines some buildings and but especially sites as Ancient Monuments; these have statutory protection and nothing may done to alter them without the authority of the Secretary of State. There are 12 of these in Birmingham, including Perry Packhorse Bridge, Kings Norton Guillotine Lock and the Icknield Street Roman Road in Sutton Park.
There is also a Local List of buildings, the Index to the Local List of Buildings, Structures and Features of Architectural, Archaeological or Historic Interest:
Grade A locally listed buildings are buildings of national quality but not yet listed: eg. Cromwell School in Nechells opened 1889. If threatened the local authority would apply for listed status.
Grade B are buildings important in the local historical or architectural context: eg. the Angel is a rare example of a surviving Birmingham Georgian coaching inn in a little altered state.
Grade C are buildings of local historical interest: eg. the brick-built canal aqueduct over the River Rea to the rear of Fazeley Street.
Although all the buildings within an area may not be statutorily Listed, the area may have a group integrity and be defined as a Conservation Area. Old Yardley Conservation Area includes all or some properties in Church Road, Church Terrace, Queens Road, School Lane; Yardley Church is Grade I, the Old Grammar School Grade II*, and a number of other buildings Grade II Listed; however, not all buildings in the Conservation Area are listed buildings.


lord of the manor
The feudal system dating from William I (and probably earlier) recognised the king as the owner of all land; tenants-in-chief held land directly from the king paying for it in service, cash or kind. Tenants-in-chief often owned many manors as did the king himself, most of which were sub-let. Most people rented land from the lord of the manor and paid in service, cash or kind. The lordship of the manor was not hereditary but was, and still can be, bought and sold, bequeathed or shared. Lords of the manor ranged from the king, to the nobility, to local wealthy landowners; some had a single manor, others were absentee lords owning many manors across the country and leaving the administration in the hands of a steward or bailiff. Kings Norton was a royal manor from Domesday until 1804. In 1086 William FitzAnsculf of Dudley Castle owned 100 manors in 10 counties including Warwickshire many of which he sublet; Yardley manor was owned by Pershore Abbey from as early as 972; in the 18th century button magnate John Taylor bought the manor of Bordesley amongst others and rebuilt the manor house in grand style. Many lordships are now extinct: Birmingham Council bought the remaining rights of the lord of the manor in the 19th-century. Some survive: Lord Bradford of Weston Park is lord of the manor of Castle Bromwich. See below manor.
Lowland Zone  See above Highland and Lowland Zones.
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manor
A unit of land held by a lord under the king or under a tenant-in-chief under the king; in feudal times the lord had full jurisdiction over the manor. See above lord of the manor. Parishes were generally contiguous with manors, though not always. The parish of Birmingham extended down to the River Rea; St John’s on the other side of the river was a chapel of Aston. However, the lordship of Birmingham extended across the river. Manors were not hereditary; they could and can be bought and sold. Manors were often sub-divided, especially after the death of a previous lord; separate portions of manors might be sold outside the family. The large manor of Aston was divided into a number of sub-manors including Bordesley, Castle Bromwich and Saltley, each with its own (sub-)manor house.

manor house
From Norman times the residence of the lord of the manor. In the Anglo-Saxon period the lord would more likely have lived in the village in a great hall, at the centre of his working farm; Norman manor houses tended to be set apart, the demesne lands being worked from a separate home farm. Many lords, especially those in possession of more than one manor, did not live in the manor and often never visited it. Manor houses varied greatly in size from imposing buildings such as Aston Hall to large farmsteads. Many medieval manor houses in Birmingham were moated. Many lords had more than one manor and were absentee, the manor house being let, as was Castle Bromwich Hall from 1770.

meadow  See Domesday Glossary.  See water meadow below.

measures, imperial with approximate metric equivalents:

Length

12 inches ins

= 1 foot
(1 inch in = roughly 2½cm)

3 feet 


= 1 yard 
(roughly 39 inches = 1 metre)

220 yards 

= 1 furlong

1760 yards 

= 1 mile 
(roughly 1½+ kilometres)

8 furlongs 

= 1 mile

Area

1 acre 

= 4840 square yards (220 yards x 22 yards ie. 1 furlong that is 22 yards wide)

100m x 100m 
= 1 hectare ha
(1 hectare = roughly 2½ acres)

Weight

16 ounces oz 
= 1 pound lb 
(roughly ½kg)

14 lb 


= 1 stone st
 (roughly 6½kg)

28 lb 


= 1 quarter qr

4 qr 


= 1 hundredweight cwt

20 cwt 

= 1 ton 
(roughly equivalent to a metric tonne)

Capacity

8 pints


= 1 gallon 
(roughly 5 litres)

mercia mudstone, keuper marl, red clay  See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES.
mesolithic Middle Stone Age, c10 000 - 3500 BC

millrace See above leat.


moated sites

Many farmsteads built on waste or woodland during the 13th and 14th-centuries had moats dug round them; rather than affording protection moats were a symbol of independence, wealth and status. Moats were sometimes made on three sides of the house only; a few houses had double moats. Moated sites are especially common in the west Midlands where there was much undeveloped forest for freeholders of means and determination to set up home and farm. Moats also provided fish especially during the winter when fresh meat was scarce. The practice of moat building effectively ended with the Black Death 1348.
Kents Moat off Sheldon Heath Road is now dry and tree-lined and has 20th-century housing on the platform in the middle; however the size and shape of a medieval moated site can clearly be seen. A moat surrounds New Hall, now a hotel, on Walmley Road Sutton Coldfield. The house dates from c1200 and is believed to be the oldest inhabited completely moated house in England. See Medieval Moated Sites.


motte and bailey

A medieval castle was built with two distinct parts: the motte was a hill with a fortified building on top; the bailey was the lower courtyard surrounded by a palisade. There may have been a moat or ditch around the whole site. The only motte and bailey castle in the Birmingham area was at Castle Bromwich where now only the motte survives.


mudstone, mercia, keuper marl, red clay  See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES.
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nave
The main body of a church, almost always at the west end, built for the congregation’s use and maintained by the parishioners. Until the later Middle Ages worshippers stood for services, all but the weakest who went to the wall where there were some seats. Before the Reformation the nave was separated by a wooden screen from the chancel which was the priest’s part of the church. As the only public space in the parish the nave was often used for public meetings. See above chancel.


neo-classical architecture
Influenced by the Italian renaissance, 18th-century architects drew inspiration from classical models of Ancient Greece and Rome. Older churches were restyled with round-arched windows and doors and new churches were built on an auditorium plan and sometimes with cupolas rather than towers. Few now survive in Birmingham but St Paul’s, the Jewellery Quarter church is a good example, as are the Ascension in Hall Green and St Mary & St Margaret Castle Bromwich.

Many houses of all sizes were built in neo-classical Georgian style from the 18th century and throughout the 19th: a large Georgian country house known as Farm was built by Sampson Lloyd II Farm in Sampson Road Sparkbrook. Many public and commercial buildings were built in neo-classical style: Birmingham Town Hall is modelled on the Temple of Castor & Pollux in the Forum in Rome.

The neo-classical style fell out of favour for ecclesiastical architecture during the 19th century, although its influence continued in commercial and public architecture.

neolithic New Stone Age, c3500 BC - c2000 BC.

nucleated village
The stereotypical view of the English village is that of a huddle of houses around a village green, with a church and a pub and a manor house. In the Middle Ages the village would be surrounded by three or more open fields divided into strips. In forested areas, however, settlement tended to be scattered rather than nucleated and what we now think of as Birmingham’s village centres are later medieval or later.

O - GLOSSARY

open fields
The open field system probably dates from the 10th century. Villagers’ land was pooled and redistributed so that everyone had a number of strips in each field. Traditionally there were three great fields, later there were may have been more. The fields were divided into furlongs (ie. furrow long, later standardised as 220 yards = c200m) of variable width (though later generally standardised as 10 acres) and the furlongs divided into strips, also known as lands, selions or sillions. The plough was turned on the outside of the strip to raise the level for drainage and to delineate it from neighbouring strips; this gives the distinctive appearance of ridge and furrow which is still visible in places today. The traditional rotation of crops on each field in turn was winter corn (wheat or rye), spring corn (oats, barley or peas), then fallow when the animals were allowed to graze the land and thus fertilise it. A manorial official oversaw the organisation of the open fields so that all worked them under a common system. The width of strips varied in different places at different times. Medieval ridge and furrow can be seen in Old Yardley Park behind St Edburgha’s Church close to Rents Moat/ Allestree Moat. See also field above.

Ordovician
A geological period named and defined by Charles Lapworth 1842-1920, Professor of Geology at Mason College/ Birmingham University. He resolved in 1879 the location of the boundary between the Cambrian rock system and the Silurian which had had been debated for many years by demonstrating the existence of a middle system, by detailed examination of the fossil evidence which showed three distinct periods exemplified by different types of graptolite fossils. Graptolites are marine plankton common across the world. Fossiliferous Ordovician rocks are to be found at the top of Mount Everest. See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES.
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padstone
A padstone is a stone used underneath the uprights of a timber-framed building to prevent the timber from sinking and rotting in the soil.


pagan
A term used from Roman Christian times by Christians to refer to non-Christians and non-Jews; the term heathen is also used. The Celts in Britain were Christian long before the invasion of the pagan Anglo-Saxons who were worshippers of the pantheon of Teutonic gods. A few of these deities are remembered in placenames which may indicate late survivals of paganism: Wednesbury includes the name of Woden, chief of the Anglo-Saxon gods; Tyseley may mean Tiw’s clearing - Tiw was an Anglo-Saxon war god; and Weoley may mean heathen temple clearing. Pagan burials have been excavated at Baginton near Coventry dating from c500.

In 653 Christianity came to the Midlands when Paeda son of King Penda (r.632-654) married the Christian daughter of King Oswiu (Oswy) of Northumbria. Saint Augustine who landed in Kent 597 to convert the Anglo-Saxons to Christianity was told by Pope Gregory not to destroy pagan holy places but to build Christian churches on them. There is no known evidence that this happened anywhere in the Birmingham area and perhaps unlikely in that the Anglo-Saxons may have arrived here after conversion to Christianity. However, it is possible that some of our ancient parish churches are built on pagan sites; a case has been conjectured, for instance, for Castle Bromwich which stands on a prominent hill above the Tame ford on a well used ancient route.

palaeolithic
Old Stone Age, before c10 000 BC

palstave

A type of axe shaped to fit into a split handle into which it would be bound with leather strips, rather than being perforated with a socket in the axe for the handle to fit into. The Handsworth palstave is among the first recorded references to prehistoric implements in Britain noted in Robert Plot's Natural History of Staffordshire 1686.


pannage
The grazing of pigs on common land, especially for acorns and beech mast.

park
This word, a derivative of paddock, originally referred to an enclosed piece of land, and later to land enclosed during the Middle Ages in which to keep deer for hunting. Deer parks had existed in Anglo-Saxon times but were really made viable by the introduction from Sicily c1100 of fallow deer which were more manageable than native red deer. Parks became popular after the Norman Conquest and by 1300 there were over 3000 deer parks in England, especially in wooded areas such as the Forest of Arden. Creating a park required a costly royal licence and involved enormous labour digging ditches and building banks topped with palings. Evidence of such banks remains in Sutton Park. Rotton Park belonged to the manor of Birmingham; it had fallen into decay by the 16th century and was disparked before 1553. By the end of the Middle Ages deer parks declined but were briefly revived under Henry VIII. See Medieval deer parks.
Ornamental parks around country houses were created in the 18th century by landscape gardeners such as Capability Brown sometimes with deer, or cattle or sheep which were less destructive to plants than deer, but kept the grass cut short. The grounds of the new Moseley Hall were landscaped in this style by Humphrey Repton c1796.

From the middle of the 19th century public parks were opened in or close to urban areas. Adderley Park was laid out in Saltley well beyond the town by Lord Norton 1855 at his own expense. They were planted with trees and had formal gardens. There was often a bandstand as at Cannon Hill Park and a park-keeper’s house  as at Calthorpe Park. From the 20th century the word was also used of a football pitch. 


pescary

Some manorial tenants had rights of piscary ie. the right to fish certain waters in the manor.

piece
Field - a number of street names in later 20th-century housing developments were chosen to preserve fieldnames eg. Brook Piece Walk on Castle Vale.

pigeon house  See dovecote above.

pinfold or pound
From medieval times each community had a pen for stray farm animals, this often disappeared after the open land was enclosed. Hockley pound, location uncertain, was abandoned 1805 after Birmingham Heath was enclosed 1798. Some pounds survived until Victorian times. A fine had to be paid to recover the lost animals held in the pound. Aston pinfold was at Aston Cross, at the south-east corner of the junction of Park Lane/ Rocky Lane/ Aston Road North. Northfield Village Pound is an elaborate one which survives at Northfield next to the Great Stone Inn; it is Grade II Listed.


piscina
In pre-Reformation and Roman Catholic churches a stone basin built into the wall of the chancel usually on the south side of the altar to dispose of the water used to clean the vessels during the Mass. A 14th-century piscina survives at St Mary Handsworth.


Pleistocene
A geological period c10 thousand -2 million years ago; it was during this period that successive ice ages occurred. See Anglian, Devensian, Wolstonian.
plough  See Domesday Glossary.

pound  See above pinfold.
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radman  See Domesday Glossary.

rector
A parish priest who was formerly entitled to the entitled to the tithes. A vicar was originally a priest deputising for the rector and therefore not entitled to the tithes; later a parish priest was known as a vicar if the tithes belonged to a rector or if he acted as the representative of a religious community to whom the tithes were paid, or if this was formerly the case. In general, older parishes, especially former rural ones have rectors; later parishes especially urban ones have vicars. The ancient church of Yardley has a rector, while St Clements Castle Bromwich built in the second half of the 20th century has a vicar. Their residences are known respectively as a rectory and a vicarage.

ridge and furrow  See above open fields.

roving bridge
A roving bridge also known as a turnover bridge or accommodation bridge takes the canal towpath across the canal itself or over a branch canal; the bricked surface of the pathway over the bridge was usually ridged to give the towing horses a better grip on the steep incline. They were often small round-arched brick bridges as at the rear of the International Convention Centre over the remains of the Birmingham Brewery wharf 1815. There also remain many fine cast-iron bridges, for example, Barker Bridge at Lower Loveday Street built by Horsley ironworks 1842. At Old Turn Junction near the National Indoor Arena where four canals meet, a number of roving bridges give towpath access from all canal arms to all others.

S - GLOSSARY

sandstone, Bunter   See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES.
sandstone, red or keuper  See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES.
serfs, slaves See Domesday Glossary.

shires
After King Alfred’s death 899, his son King Edmund the Elder and daughter, the Lady Aethelflaeda reconquered the Danelaw. Fortified boroughs were set up across the Anglo-Saxon lands, locally at Stafford, Tamworth, Warwick and Worcester. A system of shires was developed by King Edgar c920 by combining the land units known as hundreds around the fortress towns whose defences they financed and whose protection they received. Hundreds were areas of land represented at regular meetings nominally by 100 householders. The Birmingham area was equidistant from the fortified boroughs and therefore on the boundaries of three shires, Warwickshire, Worcestershire and Staffordshire. With minor adjustments over many years the system of hundreds lasted until the beginning of the 20th century; the system of shires lasted until local government reorganisation 1974. See above hundreds.


slaves, serfs  See Domesday Glossary.
slitting mill See above iron making


soil, rights of

Some manorial tenants had rights of common in the soil ie. they were entitled to dig for sand, stone, gravel etc on common land and wastes.
squatters’ rights

In the Forest of Arden from medieval times there was a customary squatter’s right: anyone had the right to set up home on common land if they could put up a house overnight and have smoke rising by sunrise; traditionally they were allowed to enclose as much land as far as they could throw an axe. The squatter would still, however, owe labour service to the lord of the manor.


streets commissioners
By the 18th century the mixture of administration comprising manorial courts, parish vestries and medieval corporations was failing to cater for the needs of many developing towns. It was possible to enact a bill in parliament for certain property-owners to vote for a group of officials known as Streets Commissioners or Improvement Commissioners. In 1769 ‘A Bill for laying Open and widening certain ways and Passages within the Town of Birmingham; and for Cleansing and Lighting the Streets, Lanes, Ways and Passages there; and for removing and preventing Nuisances and Obstructions therein’ was passed which set up what was effectively the predecessor of the Birmingham Town Council of 1838.
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tithes/ tithe maps
The word tithe derives from Old English ie. Anglo-Saxon meaning a tenth. In the Bible God gave the Law to Moses for the Israelites which included a command to give a tenth of their farm produce as a thanksgiving to God (Deuteronomy 12: 5-6.); by the 8th-century in Anglo-Saxon England this had become enshrined in law. Tithes were originally paid in kind but in some parishes cash payments were made. As time went on the system became very complicated, especially where priests were non-resident and appointed a vicar in their place, and after the Reformation when the Crown confiscated the tithes of parishes held by monasteries and sold them on to lay people. From the 17th century Quakers refused to pay tithes to the Church of England and by the 19th century large numbers of non-conformists strongly objected to the system.

The Tithe Commutation Act 1836 set up the Tithe Commission which assessed land use and tithe payments and converted them into rent charges.  These lasted until 1936 when a procedure was arranged to completely phase them out by 1996. The resulting paperwork is invaluable to local historians in that detailed information is available between 1836 to 1852 regarding landowners, tenants, land use, field names and detailed local maps often the earliest made of the area.

Tithe maps exist of the Birmingham manors and may be used in conjunction with the tithe apportionment, the lists of landowners and tenants: Aston 1845, Birmingham, 1848, Erdington, 1852, Elmdon 1839, Handsworth, 1843, Kings Norton 1840, Northfield 1839, Ridgacre (Quinton) 1844, Sheldon 1840, Warley 1845, Yardley 1843/ 1847.

tollhouse
Tollhouses were built alongside canals by the canal companies to collect duties; one survives at the head of Farmers Bridge locks c1789. In the case of a wide canal such as the BCN New Main Line they were built on islands in the middle of the canal; an island without its tollhouse survives at Smethwick at Bromford Junction where the Old and New Main Lines meet.
For tollhouses on roads see turnpike below.
toll road  See below turnpike.
toys
In the 18th century small fashionable items such as buckles, buttons, door handles, snuff boxes ornaments and jewellery made of gold, silver, brass and various alloys were known as toys. They required small investment but a high degree of skill; being small they were easy to transport from an inland town. See The Toyshop of Europe.


turnover bridge  See above roving bridge.

turnpike

A toll road authorised by Parliament during the 18th century, known as a turnpike from a word originally used to describe a movable spiked defensive barrier across a road. The first parliamentary act was passed as early as 1663 for a stretch of the Great North Road. By 1750 most major roads had been turnpiked; by 1820 some 22 000 miles of British roads were controlled by 1000 trusts at 7000 tollgates. However, the turnpikes could not compete with increasing competition from the railways. During the 1870s-80s most trusts were dissolved and all were finally abolished 1888 when responsibility for trunk roads went to the newly established county councils. The Stratford Road was the first Birmingham turnpike and followed an existing route; the New Walsall Road 1831 was the last and as a trunk road was largely a new creation. At intervals along the roads were gates at which a tollhouse was built; resident keepers collected the dues. Colletts Brook Farm is the only such surviving building in Birmingham; more typical would be the tollhouse in Smethwick High Street 1818. See Turnpikes.


V - GLOSSARY

vicar  See above rector.

villein  See Domesday Glossary
virgate  See hide above.  See also hide in Domesday Glossary.
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water meadows
Rich pasture on alluvial river flood plains. Birmingham’s rivers Cole, Rea and Tame and some of their tributaries wander through wide shallow valleys which were prone to winter floods until the late 19th and early 20th centuries when balancing lakes and culverts were made to counteract this. These were especially valuable as flooding made for lusher grass the next season. Not only did the long grass provide summer grazing but also winter hay. Boundaries between the territories of settlements usually followed the middles of rivers and streams wherever possible. However earlier settlements were able to claim both banks to the disadvantage of later settlers. The manor of Birmingham owned the land on both banks of the River Rea.

watermill
Water power was harnessed from Anglo-Saxon times. The investment of time and labour was such that only the lord of the manor was able to afford to build a watermill; his tenants then had to grind their corn at the manorial mill for which privilege they had to pay. Early millwheels were driven directly by the river; later mills were built further away from the river to avoid the risk of flooding and the water supplied by mill leats. Mill pools were later built to ensure a more even supply of water. All early mills were built for grinding corn; from the 16th century they were increasingly put to industrial use. See above iron making. Sarehole Mill, now a City Museum was Birmingham’s only surviving working watermill until the restoration of New Hall Mill in Sutton Coldfield. See Watermills in the A-Z Index.


windmill

Windmills were built in England from the 12th century onwards and used exclusively to grind corn. By their size and high position they would have been significant local landmarks many being taller even than the parish church. The earliest were post mills which consisted of a movable wooden structure holding the sails and internal grinding mechanism all of which could be rotated on massive central post on a bearing at the top. They needed constant maintenance and repair and were generally replaced by tower mills. These were fixed brick or stone buildings often built on a raised mound of which only a wooden cap holding the sails rotated. Smock mills similarly constructed but of wood are found from late Tudor times. During the 18th century as watermills were turned to other industrial uses, so windmills were sometimes built nearby to take over the corn grinding. There are no visible traces of any Birmingham windmills although ample documentary evidence exists: Lyndon Green Mill does not appear on early 18th-century maps but is evidenced by Windmill Close on the 1840 Sheldon tithe map. Photographs were taken of some: Bach Mill is shown in Marks 1992. See BIBLIOGRAPHY. Some few windmills were not used for corn but for industrial use: Tower Mill or Huttons Mill B7 Lozells Johnstone Street was built by Birmingham historian and bookseller/ stationer, William Hutton for paper making 1759. See Windmills in the A-Z Index.
Wolstonian glaciation
An ice age in Britain c128-367 thousand years ago which may have covered some of the Midlands. If not actually under ice our area would have been periglacial ie permafrost tundra. See Anglian and Devensian. See GEOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & NATURAL RESOURCES.
woodland  See Domesday Glossary.
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Beware! West Midlands may mean the region, ie. the counties of the western Midlands, usually Herefordshire, Staffordshire, Shropshire, Warwickshire, Worcestershire, or it may refer to the County of West Midlands from 1974 comprising the metropolitan district council areas of Birmingham, Coventry, Dudley, Sandwell, Solihull, Walsall, Wolverhampton.

Staffordshire
Della Hooke 1983 The Landscape of Anglo-Saxon Staffordshire: the Charter Evidence
Original versions, with translations, of Anglo-Saxon charters including that of (Great) Barr and (Little) Aston identifying perambulation landmarks where possible. Full references.


Staffordshire - Contemporary Stuart Source
R Plot 1686 Natural History of Staffordshire
Not much about Birmingham but it contains the first British reference to a pre-historic implement, ie. the Handsworth neolithic palstave.


Warwickshire/ Worcestershire
ed. T R Slater & P J Jarvis 1982 Field and Forest: An Historical Geography of Warwickshire and Worcestershire
16 essays by leading academics in chronological order including pre-history, Romans, placenames, Anglo-Saxon landscape, Domesday, village forms, deserted villages, town development, parochial benefices, taxes, fishponds, Tudor agriculture, Victorian agriculture, Warwickshire coalfield and Victorian Board of Health town plans. Maps, graphs, some photographs, fully referenced and indexed.


Warwickshire - Contemporary Tudor Source
William Dugdale 1730 The Antiquities of Warwickshire (original Latin edition 1656 and various later editions)
Early authoritative and trend-setting county history; Dugdale used early documents many of which no longer survive and observed much from fieldwork rather than from hearsay and dubious secondary sources. His interests led to great emphasis on nobility and genealogy and evidence in churches and stately homes. However, he omitted references to people who did not subscribe to his publication. Information on manors in Hemlingford Hundred includes Aston, Berwood, Birmingham, Bordesley, Coleshill, Curdworth, Deritend, Duddeston, Edgbaston, Elmdon, Heybarnes, Hill (Sutton), Kingshurst, Langley, Little Sutton, Maney, Minworth, Nechells, New Hall (Sutton), Olton, Park Hall (Castle Bromwich), Peddimore, Pipe (Erdington), Saltley, Sheldon, Solihull, Sutton Coldfield, Walmley, Ward End/ Little Bromwich, Water Orton, Wiggins Hill, Wishaw, Witton. Illustrations of coats-of-arms and church monuments; editions from 1725 have Beighton’s maps of Warwickshire, Hemlingford Hundred and semi-aerial views of Aston Hall, Edgbaston Hall, Four Oaks Hall, Castle Bromwich Hall; south-east prospect of Birmingham; tombs and stained glass heraldry from St Martin-in-the-Bull Ring and Aston church.


Warwickshire - Contemporary late 19th-/ early 20th-Century Photographic Evidence
William Jerome Harrison  Harrison’s Warwickshire: Photographs of the County 1890-1908
Includes rural Warwickshire some of it now suburban Birmingham and Birmingham City Centre. 56 pp 70 photos. Birmingham Library Services publication


Warwickshire
Peter Lavery 1974 Warwickshire in 1790
1790 was chosen as an unexceptional perhaps typical year. Chapters include landscape, agriculture, commerce, industry, entertainment, Birmingham and other towns. Many contemporary illustrations. Bibliography and a list of places to visit.


Warwickshire
Nikolaus Pevsner & Alexandra Wedgwood 1966 The Buildings of England: Warwickshire
One of the classic series and absolutely essential reading. The section on Birmingham has a brief but clear introduction to city’s history. Written at a time of great change in central and inner-ring Birmingham; suburban developments are also described. Gazetteer with details of buildings, architecture and history, especially but certainly not exclusively churches. See separate section on Sutton Coldfield not then part of Birmingham. Photographs and illustrations and very useful 22pp glossary of architectural terms.


Warwickshire
Transactions of the Birmingham and Warwickshire Archaeological Society (TBWAS) Volume 100
This volume deals with Warwickshire: prehistoric, Roman, Anglo-Saxon, medieval, 17th-/ 18th century. See Periodicals below for contents of the essential TBWAS series.


The West Midlands
H C Darby & I B Terrett eds 1954 The Domesday Geography of Midland England
Detailed, scholarly, authoritative analysis by county of settlements, population, wealth, woodland, meadow, mills, fisheries etc. Each chapter concludes with summaries of the regions within each county. 159 maps of relief, geology, placenames, ploughteams, woodland, population etc. Bibliography for each county.


The West Midlands
Margaret Gelling 1992 The West Midlands in the Early Middle Ages
Scholarly, authoritative and readable account of the Anglo-Saxons from the end of the Romans to Domesday, with a strong emphasis on placename evidence and fieldwork. The book covers west Midland counties of Cheshire, Herefordshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire, Warwickshire but not Worcestershire. Many maps, photographs, illustrations and full references.


The West Midlands
Della Hooke 1981 Anglo-Saxon Landscapes of the West Midlands: the Charter Evidence (British Archaeological Report No.95)
Detailed scholarly and authoritative descriptions of the west Midland counties based on Anglo-Saxon charter and placename evidence. Full references.


West Midlands
Julie Meech 1993 Curiosities of West Midlands: A County Guide to the Unusual
Historical information on 80 sites of interest in the County of West Midlands from Birmingham Town Hall to the Warstone, from West Bromwich Manor House to Wolverhampton Bargain Stone; with photographs and A-Z references. Bibliography.


The West Midlands
Marie B Rowlands 1987 The West Midlands from AD 1000
Scholarly overview largely of Warwickshire and Staffordshire rather than all the west Midland counties, but also including the West Midlands county and with many references to Birmingham. Comprehensive bibliography of c800 references.


The West Midlands - Contemporary Norman Source
pub Phillimore 1976 The Domesday Book: Warwickshire, Worcestershire, Staffordshire volumes
The standard modern text of the Domesday Book; gives a transcription of the original abbreviated Latin text with English translation. Tenancy of land is given for each county, manor by manor, in order from the king downwards. Pre-Conquest owners are named and details given of land area, number of heads of households, mills, woodland and taxable value.

An older translation can be found in relevant volumes of the Victoria County Histories VCH.
Also a new series published by Alecto with Warwickshire, Worcestershire, Staffordshire county volumes ed A Williams & R W H Erskine 1991, 1988, 1991 respectively.


West Midlands
West Midlands Federation of Women’s Institutes 1989 The West Midlands Village Book
Largely historical gazetteer of rural and urban West Midlands County with 2-3 interesting pages on each village by local people.


Worcestershire - Contemporary Tudor Source
Thomas Habington edited by John Amphlett 1899 A Survey of Worcestershire Volume 2
Edited version of Habington’s notes including short sections on 16th-century Frankley, Kings Norton and Northfield largely giving information on heraldry in parish churches but also the descent of Kings Norton manor. A county history similar to Dugdale’s Antiquities.


Worcestershire
Della Hooke 1985 The Anglo-Saxon Landscape: the Kingdom of the Hwicce
Authoritative, detailed and readable account by a leading scholar of the Saxon Hwicce whose territory covered modern Worcestershire and parts of Warwickshire.


Worcestershire
Della Hooke 1990 Worcestershire Anglo-Saxon Charters
Scholarly presentation of all known charters with translations, maps and present locations.
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BIBLIOGRAPHY - Birmingham - General

(alphabetical order of author)
HOME
HOME to BIBLIOGRAPHY CONTENTS
This section includes earlier material on the town of Birmingham - ie. the present city centre.

Birmingham General - Contemporary Victorian/ 20th-century Sources
History of the Corporation of Birmingham
Volume 1 to 1851 John Bunce 1878
Volume 2 1852-1884 John Bunce 1885
Volume 3 1885-1899 John Bunce 1902
Volume 4 1900-1915 Charles Vince 1923
Volume 5 1915-1935 (2 parts) Joseph Jones 1940
Volume 6 1936-1950 (2 parts) Harold Black 1957
This is the official history of the Corporation, commissioned by the Town Council with Joseph Chamberlain in the chair, covering in detail all Council involvements: public works, housing, town planning, baths, parks, libraries, education, police etc. Vols 1-3 500pp, Vols 4-6 300pp. Illustrations, many tables of figures, chronology of Council decisions.


Birmingham General - Contemporary Civil War Source
F A Bates 1927 Graves Memoirs of the Civil War Compiled from 17th Century Records
Biography of Colonel Graves (Grevis/ Greaves) of Moseley Hall including his involvement in the Civil War Battle of Birmingham. 400pp, 40 photographs and copies of manuscripts, family trees and many original quotes.


Birmingham General - Contemporary Victorian Source
Beilby, Knot & Beilby 1830 An Historical & Descriptive Sketch of Birmingham with some Account of its Environs

Birmingham General
Jonathan Berg 1994 Positively Birmingham also 1997 edition
An excellent collection of superb photographs showing the best face of late 20th-century Birmingham, especially the City Centre but also notable suburban buildings, with a very readable potted history including much on the modern city. Bibliography.


Birmingham General - Contemporary Medieval Source
trans William Bickley Lay Subsidy Rolls 1327 in Midland Record Society vol 6


Birmingham General
Vivian Bird 1970 Portrait of Birmingham
A very readable, informative, anecdotal history with many fascinating snippets. Bird is keen on the origins of street names and is good on information about people and family histories. Unfortunately no bibliography.


Birmingham General - Contemporary 20th-Century Film Evidence
Video published by Birmingham Library Services Birmingham: A Journey Through Time
Film from the Reference Library Archives 1932-45 of street parties, VE Day, student rag day, etc.
Video published by Birmingham Library Services Birmingham: A Journey Through Time Part 2
Film from the Reference Library Archives 1940s-1960s, trams, car and chocolate factories, Bull Ring development, etc.


Birmingham General - Contemporary Civil War Documentary Evidence
Published by Birmingham School of Printing 1931 Four Tracts relative to The Battle of Birmingham Anno Domini 1643
A reprint of four letters by witnesses of the Battle of Birmingham and that at Kings Norton; inevitably partisan, but valuable contemporary evidence.


Birmingham General
British Association for the Advancement of Science 1950 Birmingham and Its Regional Setting
This is one of the classic sources for Birmingham history although it’s 50 years old: invaluable authoritative scholarly collection of essays on Birmingham history and other Birmingham topics arranged chronologically by leading scholars of the day published to coincide with the meeting in Birmingham of the British Association; Birmingham history in a regional context. A good selection of maps and full references are given. Surely time for an update?


Birmingham General
Brumtrails: 
1 City Centre 1973
2 Outer Circle Bus Route 1975
3 An Urban Trail through Perry 1975
4 Projects 1976
5 Geology above the Ground in Birmingham City Centre 1979
6 The Jewellery Quarter 1981
7 A Canal Walk from Gas Street Basin 1984
8 The Moseley Trail 1988
9 Northfield 1987
Guided easily-walkable walk booklets with much informative historical information, easy-to-follow maps and illustrations. I believe they’re all out of print now - pity!


Birmingham General
Published by Cadbury 1943 Our Birmingham: The Birmingham of Our Forefathers and the Birmingham of Our Grandsons
This is the classic and highly influential Birmingham history booklet prepared for Birmingham secondary school children, and running into a number of editions. Many illustrations and maps showing the growth and industrialisation of Birmingham and how municipalisation tackled subsequent problems of health and housing. There is a chapter on Bournville Village and a final section shows current new housing developments and visions for the future.
This was my first encounter with Birmingham history and the prime inspiration for me to produce this present document. It’s a book that needs bringing up to date and republishing.


Birmingham General - Contemporary Victorian Source
Andrew Carnegie 1833 reprinted 1933 An American Four-in-Hand in Britain
Includes a description of a visit to Victorian Birmingham 1881 by the ‘richest man in America’. Quoted above.


Birmingham General - Contemporary Tudor Source
William Camden 1586 Britannia
First edition in Latin, then 11 subsequent editions including posthumously. Antiquarian information arranged by county; material earlier than contemporary is very dubious and often incorrect. Camden visited the town c1586 and gives a famous short description of Birmingham’s metal bashing. Quoted above.


Birmingham General
Gordon E Cherry 1994 Birmingham: a Study in Geography, History & Planning (Belhaven World Cities series)

Authoritative, with a useful concise summary of pre-industrial Birmingham and thorough analysis from 1760 to the present. Full bibliography.


Birmingham General
Carl Chinn 1999 One Thousand Years of Birmingham
A popular but authoritative history of Birmingham told in alphabetical order of the suburbs and published by the Evening Mail to celebrate the year 2000 - an excellent starting point for local area studies.


Birmingham General
Carl Chinn 1997 Our Brum
Carl Chinn 1998 Our Brum Volume 2
Carl Chinn 1999 Our Brum Volume 3
Taken from articles in his Evening Mail series these books focus on a wide variety of subjects, all given a proper historical context, described in Carl Chinn’s famous colloquial style and thronging with people and places; eg Percy Shurmer the miskin king, Prince Rupert at Camp Hill, the Cartland family of Kings Heath, Summer Lane, music halls and theatres, trams, days out, New Year, Cregoe Street, libraries, dance halls etc, etc. Lots of contemporary photographs and a wealth of information, much of it detailed and unavailable elsewhere. These articles are models of local history writing. These are not books written for researchers but for ordinary Brummies to enjoy perusing; however without an index it’s not easy to look up anything specific.


Birmingham General
Discovery Films 1999 Birmingham and its Secret Beauty

An unnarrated video showing Birmingham's historic buildings, modern developments and parks and countryside with a detailed scene register identifying all locations.

Birmingham General
Discovery Films 2000 Round the Circle

A narrated trip on the No.11 Outer Circle bus route with stops of historical interest.


Birmingham General - Contemporary Victorian Evidence

Everitt ed. S Price 1985 Town and Country in the Victorian West Midlands: The Watercolours and Drawings of A E Everitt of Birmingham 1824-1882

Birmingham General
Cooke Fenoughty & Pounce 1993 The Child’s Vanishing Landscape: a Storybook about Listed Buildings
A really good collection of Birmingham children’s imaginative writing based on local listed buildings with lots of incidental information. Children’s illustrations and photographs, bibliography and information on well over a hundred listed buildings.


Birmingham General - Contemporary Victorian Source
Robert Dent 1880 Old and New Birmingham (3 volumes) reprinted 1973
Victorian historical miscellany featuring famous people, buildings, well-known episodes and curious stories. Dent was a Birmingham librarian and this book remains a standard source of reference especially on the 19th century. Well illustrated.

Robert Dent 1880 ed Dawn Robinson-Walsh 1994 Stories and Tales of Old Birmingham
A popular selection of selected snippets from Dent’s Old and New Birmingham with illustrations from the original.


Birmingham General - Contemporary Victorian Source
R K Dent 1894 The Making of Birmingham: being a History of the Rise and Growth of the Midland Metropolis
583 pages with many articles especially about the 18th and 19th centuries, many direct quotes from letters, poems, songs etc. Some 200 illustrations, photographs and engravings. Full index


Birmingham General - Contemporary Photographic Sources

Alton Douglas

1982 Birmingham At War Volume 1
1983 Birmingham At War Volume 2
1986 Memories of Birmingham
1988 Birmingham Remembered: A Centenary Celebration 1889-1989
1992 Birmingham Shops
1993 Birmingham at Work
1994 Birmingham at Play

and more . . .
Good collections mostly of c200 photographs with captions, but also newspaper cuttings, posters, adverts, reminiscences, maps.


Birmingham General - Contemporary Victorian Source
J Drake 1831 The Picture of Birmingham

Birmingham General - Contemporary Victorian Source
Eliezer Edwards 1877 Personal Recollections of Birmingham and Birmingham Men
Articles reprinted from the Birmingham Daily Mail, includes personal and detailed descriptions of Victorian Birmingham, the town centre in 1837, Bull Ring Riots 1839, Joseph Gillott, Henry van Wart, William Sands Cox. Quoted above.


Birmingham General - Contemporary Georgian Source
trans. ed. Sir Archibald Geikie; B Faujas De Saint Fond 1907 A Journey Through England and Scotland to the Hebrides in 1784
Volume 2 Chapter 20 is a description of the French nobleman’s visit to Georgian Birmingham including meetings with Watt and Priestley. Quoted above.


Birmingham General
Patricia Frost 1983? The Bristol & West’s Look at Changing Birmingham
Some 20 black and white drawings with a brief but informative text by Judith Cook.


Birmingham General
Conrad Gill & Charles Grant Robertson 1938 A Short History of Birmingham from its Origin to the Present Day
A short of version of Gill’s History (see below) published to commemorate the centenary of Birmingham’s municipal charter. This is an excellent summary of Birmingham’s development in less than 100pp.


Birmingham General
History of Birmingham in 3 volumes
Volume 1 Conrad Gill 1952 Manor and Borough to 1865
Volume 2 Asa Briggs 1952 Borough and City 1865-1938
Volume 3 Anthony Sutcliffe & Roger Smith 1974 1939-1970
Volume 1: one of the standard histories published for the City Council, originated as a celebration of the centenary of the municipal charter: 450pp with 57 illustrations of places and notable people, conjectural 1553 map, Westley’s map 1731, Kempson’s map 1810. End of chapter bibliographies with informative annotations. Table of events.
Volume 2: a classic sequel, includes the index to both volumes, 49 illustrations and maps of Birmingham’s expansion 1870-1938, Corporation Street Improvement Scheme 1875. Bibliography included as footnotes. Table of events.
Volume 3: follows the same format as Briggs & Gill and has some before-and-after photographs.


Birmingham General
Richard Holt 1985 Early History of the Town of Birmingham 1166-1600 Dugdale Society Occasional Paper No.30
A slender booklet giving an explanation of Birmingham’s development from a scattered rural settlement in Norman times to a thriving medieval market town. This is an important paper in that it gave an explanation in terms of national trends for Birmingham’s rise. Full references given, plus some Tudor will inventories.


Birmingham General - Contemporary Victorian Source
Harry Howells Horton 1853 Birmingham: a Poem
100pp poem but also a useful 200pp appendix with notes on a range of Birmingham subjects. Includes a good engraving of St Martin’s against a background of industrial chimneys.


Birmingham General - Contemporary Georgian Source
Catherine Hutton ed Catherine Hutton Beale 1891 Reminiscences of a Gentlewoman of the Last Century: Letters of Catherine Hutton, Daughter of William Hutton, Historian of Birmingham
A selection of writings relating to Georgian Birmingham by Catherine Hutton (1756-1846), the earliest when she was 13 years old (1769), the last when she was 90. Includes her eye-witness account of the Priestley Riots 1791. Catherine Hutton was the daughter of Birmingham's first historian William Hutton. 


Birmingham General - Contemporary Georgian Source
Catherine Hutton ed Catherine Hutton Beale 1895 Catherine Hutton and Her Friends
A selection of Georgian letters, diaries, quotations and articles.


Birmingham General - Contemporary Georgian Source
William Hutton 1781 An History of Birmingham to the end of the Year 1780
This is the first history of Birmingham by Birmingham’s first historian, one of the best English early town histories: very dubious on history but excellent on contemporary 18th-century scene and immediate past. Some references to outlying villages now suburbs. Various editions and reprints.


Birmingham General
William Hutton 1791 A Narrative Of The Riots In Birmingham, July 14, 1791, Particularly As They Affected The Author

See edited extract above.
Birmingham General 
William Hutton 1799 The Life of William Hutton and the History of the Hutton Family 
William Hutton ed Catherine Hutton 1817 The Life of William Hutton and the History of the Hutton Family 
William Hutton ed Llewellynn Jewitt 1872 The Life of William Hutton and the History of the Hutton Family 
Hutton's autobiography published posthumously first by his daughter: later by Jewitt who was a friend of William Hutton's grandnephew, William Hutton of Ward End Hall, with access to the original manuscript; probably a less edited version than that of his daughter (above).

Birmingham General
John Morris Jones 1979 Birmingham Manors and Manorial Families
A good summary of the published information in typically thorough Morris Jones style.


Birmingham General
John Morris Jones 1975 Maps of Birmingham
Valuable collection of Jones’ own maps of Birmingham at various times from prehistoric to 20th century with useful potted information for each map on historical geography.


Birmingham General - Contemporary Georgian/ Victorian Source
ed J A Langford 1873/ 1877 Modern Birmingham and Its Institutions: A Chronicle of Local Events
Volume 1 1741-1791
Volume 2 1791-1841
A very wide variety of extracts especially from newspapers giving an insight into Georgian and Victorian Birmingham.



Birmingham General

Peter Leather 2001 A Brief History of Birmingham

A book from a man who has worked hard to promote popular appreciation of the city’s history, a man who can tell the whole history of Birmingham in a one hour lecture or make it last for two years in evening classes!

Birmingham General - Contemporary Tudor Source 
John Leland 1535 ed L Toulmin Smith 1907 Itinerary in England and Wales in or about the Years 1535-1543
Henry VIII’s Royal Antiquary charged with the task of searching monastic, cathedral and college libraries left a collection of notes, a personal account of his travels; he visited Kings Norton, Birmingham and Sutton Coldfield. Quoted above.


Birmingham General

Macmorran 1972 Municipal Public Works & Planning in Birmingham

Birmingham General - Contemporary 20th-Century Photographic Evidence
Joseph McKenna Birmingham Between the Wars
Descriptions and photos of Birmingham in the 1920s and 1930s. 60pp 64 photographs. Published by Birmingham Library Services


Birmingham General - Contemporary 20th-Century Photographic Evidence
John Marks 1982 Birmingham on Old Postcards Volume 1
John Marks 1983 Birmingham on Old Postcards Volume 2
John Marks 1990 Birmingham on Old Postcards Volume 3

Birmingham General - Contemporary Victorian Documentary Evidence
Hugh Miller 1847 First Impressions of England and Its People
A vivid description of Victorian industrial Birmingham. Quoted above.


Birmingham General - Contemporary Victorian Source
Bessie Rayner Parkes 1855 Poems
Includes To Birmingham - at least it’s short.


Birmingham General
Victor J Price 1991 Birmingham Yesterday: Its Places and People
Miscellany mostly 19th century up to World War 2, many contemporary photographs, c1850 sketches of Birmingham buildings; potted biographies of Birmingham notables. Bibliography.


Birmingham General - Contemporary Medieval/ Tudor Sources
R C Rhodes trans Ancient Charters of Birmingham


Birmingham General - Contemporary Georgian Source
ed Lord Edmond Fitzmaurice 1875 Life of William, Earl of Shelburne, afterwards First Marquess of Lansdowne, with Extracts from his Papers and Correspondence Volume 1 (1737-1766)
Includes an extract from Lady Shelburne’s diary detailing visits to Birmingham factories including Taylor’s buttons. Quoted above.


Birmingham General - Contemporary Victorian Source
Showell’s Dictionary of Birmingham 1885
341pp Victorian guide alphabetically listing all sorts of local subjects


Birmingham General - 19th century
Victor Skipp 1983 The Making of Victorian Birmingham
Concise but thorough history of the great expansion of the city; many contemporary illustrations and photographs, maps and contemporary quotes. Full of information about people and places. 192pp. Select bibliography.


Birmingham General
J T Smith 1863 Memorials of Old Birmingham

Birmingham General - Contemporary Tudor Source
William Smith 1588 The Particuler Description of England with the portratures of certaine of the cheiffest citties & townes ed H B Wheatley & E W Ashbee 1879
An early gazetteer of England with lots of heraldry, and some drawings/ plans of towns - unfortunately not Birmingham. Contains a well-known short description of early Birmingham metal-bashing. Quoted above.


Birmingham General - Contemporary Georgian/ Victorian Source
Alexis de Tocqueville 1835 Journeys to England and Ireland trans G Lawrence & K P Mayer ed K P Mayer 1958
From his 1835 Notebooks commentaries on Victorian Birmingham law and politics, notes on industry, wages, notes from Hutton’s History, a famous description of Birmingham workers and a comparison with Manchester. Quoted above.


Birmingham General - Contemporary Georgian Source
The Torrington Diaries ed C Bruyn Adams 1934-8 Volume 3
The Honourable John Byng 5th Viscount wrote copious diaries of his travels through England and Wales; he visited Birmingham 18 July 1793 and gives brief description of the expanding industrialising town, includes menu and price of a meal he ate at the Swan Inn.


Birmingham General
Chris Upton 1993 A History of Birmingham
A humorous, anecdotal but thorough history by an author with a wide range of knowledge and interests - largely city centre and especially from the 18th century. 101 illustrations and a large number of contemporary quotes. Unfortunately the lack of references and bibliography preclude further investigation.


Birmingham General
Victoria County History of Warwickshire (VCH WA7)
The Victoria History of the Counties of England A History of the County of Warwickshire: Volume 7 The City of Birmingham ed. W B Stevens 1964  This is essential reading for anyone researching Birmingham history. It is particularly useful because it cites all the original references. There are, however, copyright restrictions and it may not be reproduced here. It is available at no cost for personal use and may be accessed by clicking this outside link to British History Online.

Victoria County Histories A History of the County of Warwick: Volume 4 Hemlingford Hundred ed L F Salzman 1947 includes Castle Bromwich, Sheldon, Solihull, Sutton Coldfield, Water Orton 

Victoria County History of Worcestershire Volume 3 Halfshire Hundred ed J W Willis-Bund 1913 has Frankley, Kings Norton, Northfield, Yardley. Available online.

Also available online is History of the County of Warwickshire: Volume 2 ed William Page 1908 covering the religious houses of Warwickshire
Birmingham General
ed John Whybrow 1972 How Does Your Birmingham Grow?
Photographs from the Whybrow Collections 1871-1930 compared with the same scene in 1972, many changed since. Good potted history of Birmingham by Martin Hedges. Endpiece: photos of Birmingham, Alabama.


Birmingham General
John Whybrow and Rachel Waterhouse 1976 How Birmingham Became a Great City
Abundant photographs from Victorian times onwards, with commentaries. Bibliography.


Birmingham Genera
Stephen L Wright 1997 With Guns and Drums: Civil War Birmingham 1642-1645
A very useful 42pp summary of the known facts about the Civil War in Birmingham and nearby; illustrated. Bibliography.


Birmingham General - Contemporary Georgian Source
Arthur Young 1800 Tours in England & Wales c1770-1800 - LSE reprint 14 (selection from The Annals of Agriculture) 1932
Interesting collection of observations especially but not all about agriculture, description of booming Georgian Birmingham, Priestley’s burnt house, canals, Sutton Coldfield waste. 

It contains the famous quote that Birmingham is ‘the first manufacturing town in the world.’ See p140, p253ff. Quoted above.


Birmingham General
Joan Zuckerman and Geoffrey Eley 1979 Birmingham Heritage
Largely 18th- and 19th-century history. Well illustrated with select bibliography.


HOME
HOME to BIBLIOGRAPHY CONTENTS
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City Centre - Contemporary Film Evidence

Birmingham - A Journey Through Time 
A video containing film from 1932-1945 including street parties, a centenary pageant, VE Day celebrations and a student Rag Parade.

Birmingham - A Journey Through Time Part 2
A video with films of Birmingham in the 1940s-1960s showing trams, automobiles and chocolate factories and the redevelopment of the Bull Ring.

City Centre

Richard Albutt, Martin Flynn and Philippa Bassett  Contrasts in a Victorian City

Sources and notes for a study of Victorian Birmingham available as a book or resource pack for schools. It contrasts the lives of people in two geographically close but socially different parts of the city towards the end of the 19th-century. Designed for Key Stage 2 National Curriculum History this is a book of general local interest. The pack includes a set of guidance notes, five fold-out maps and twenty-seven laminated contemporary documents and photographs.


City Centre
Birmingham Cathedral
Historical guidebook to St Philip’s Anglican Cathedral with colour photographs.


City Centre
Conrad Gill 1930 Studies in Midland History
Article on 16th-century Birmingham including early industry. (Also Coventry and Handsworth)


City Centre
Peter Groves 1987 Exploring Birmingham
Historical guided walk of the City Centre with maps and illustrations modern and contemporary.


City Centre
Joseph Hill & Robert K Dent 1897 Memorials of Old Square
Some history of the medieval Priory of St Thomas and 18th-century town centre development; details and genealogies of inhabitants (and friends including Dr Johnson) of the 16 houses in Old Square. Illustrated with photographs and drawings.


City Centre
Joe Holyoake 1989 All About Victoria Square
Well-illustrated historical guide.


City Centre
Dorothy McCulla 1973 Victorian and Edwardian Birmingham
Old photographs mostly of the City Centre, some suburbs, with place details and dates.


City Centre - Bull Ring
Victor J Price The Bull Ring Remembered

City Centre
Michael J Thompson 1994 The Old Crown Inn at Deritend
An individual history of one of Birmingham’s oldest buildings 1368 to the present. Illustrated.


City Centre
Keith Turner The Old Photographs Series Central Birmingham 1870-1920
Keith Turner The Archive Photographs Series Central Birmingham 1920-1970
Published by Birmingham Library Services 200 photographs from the Reference Library archives with history. This is an exceptionally good series variously entitled Old photographs/ Archive Photographs/ Images of England series with photographs from the late 19th-century usually up to the 1950s, occasionally later that are unpublished elsewhere, of buildings often demolished, streets, trades, people, transport etc. See below for volumes on Acocks Green, Edgbaston, Erdington, Hall Green, Harborne, Kings Norton, Moseley Balsall Heath & Highgate, Northfield, Sutton Coldfield, Yardley.
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Greater Birmingham
Victor Skipp 1980 A History of Greater Birmingham down to 1830
Less than 100pp but an excellent overview of the Birmingham area. It covers Greater Birmingham; most histories concentrate on the City Centre and only on the suburbs when they join the City. Much topography, strong on Anglo-Saxons and Middle Ages. Contemporary maps, illustrations and modern photographs of surviving history.



Acocks Green
Michael Byrne Acocks Green The Archive Photographs Series
Published by Birmingham Library Services 200 photographs of the area with local history.



Acocks Green

Joseph McKenna 1997 Acocks Green
Short history with maps and illustrations.


Acocks Green

John Morris Jones Acocks Green and All Around
All John Morris Jones’ booklets are classics of local history/ geography.



Acocks Green

John Marks 1995 Acocks Green on Old Picture Postcards: Reflections of a Bygone Age
A selection of postcards with captions

Acocks Green/ Sparkhill

Frances Wilmot 1994 Around 4 o’clock: Memories of Sparkhill and Acocks Green
History from the 19th century and oral and documentary evidence of the 1920s-40s by a Birmingham librarian.



Aston

Eric Armstrong Old Aston, Erdington, Kingstanding & Great Barr
Old photographs with informative captions of these districts including a herd of sheep being taken down Gravelly Hill. Also Birmingham industries such as the Midland Vinegar Company (HP sauce), the Dunlop factory and Hamstead Colliery.

Aston

N Borg 1969 Aston Expressway

Aston

H A Bottwood 1889 The History of Aston Manor

Aston

G L Davies  The Parish Church of Ss Peter & Paul

Aston

Oliver Fairclough 1984 The Grand Old Mansion
Well-illustrated authoritative account of Aston Hall, the Holtes and later owners. Bibliography and full annotation


Aston
John Morris Jones 1978 Manors of Aston Parish: an introduction to the historical geography of Aston Manor, Bordesley & Deritend, Duddeston & Nechells, Saltley & Little Bromwich
Thorough detailed work linking topography, geography and history from earliest times to the present with plentiful maps, bibliography and mapography. Local work doesn’t get much better than this.


Aston
Ronald K Moore  Up the Terrace: Down Aston & Lozells
Pre-World War 1 autobiography with illustrations.


Aston
Peter Morris 1974 Aston Villa: the First Hundred Years
Ian Johnson 1981 The Aston Villa Story
Derrick Spinks 1991 Aston Villa: a Portrait in Old Picture Postcards


Aston
Victor J Price 1989 Aston Remembered
100 pp with very many photographs with very informative captions.


Aston
J Rutherford 1882 Manuscripts of Aston Red Book

Aston
Louise Wright 1975 The Road from Aston Cross
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Balsall Heath
Marian Baxter & Peter Drake Moseley, Balsall Heath and Highgate The Archive Photographs Series
Published by Birmingham Library Services 200 photographs of the area with local history.


Balsall Heath
Valerie M Hart 1992 Balsall Heath: A History
From the 18th century onwards, particularly strong on 19th-century urban development and the early 20th century. Many references to particular places and people. Well illustrated with photographs and maps. Full references and bibliography.


Balsall Heath
John Morris Jones Bygone Balsall Heath
A typically good Jones presentation by the local lad.


Balsall Heath
ed Alan Mahar/ Tindal Memory Writing Group 1984 Writing It Down Before It’s All Gone: Working Class Life in Balsall Heath Between the Wars
Memories of life in the home, in the street, shops, parks, churches and schools by an oral history group. Photographs and maps


Bartley Green 
Donald Wright 1977 Bygone Bartley Green
Includes an imaginary walk c1880.


Boldmere
K J Williams A History of Boldmere

Bordesley & Deritend
John Morris Jones Bordesley & Deritend - see Manors of Aston Parish


Bordesley/ Camp Hill
T Turner 1863 History of the Old Ship Inn

Bournville
Philip Henslowe 1984 Ninety Years On: An Account of the Bournville Village Trust
with photographs, maps and bibliography.
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Camp Hill

Joan Stoker The Angel of Camp Hill
Biography of Deirdre McDowell, headmistress of Holy Trinity CofE School Camp Hill.


Castle Bromwich/ Hodge Hill
Christopher Chattock 1884 Antiquities: consisting of translations of some three hundred inedited charters and deeds dating from AD 1171 having many autographs and seals and containing reference to the Marmion, Montfort, Devereux and other families; origin of Stonehenge and similar remains; tumuli or grave mounds recently discovered in the Midlands; royal castle of Castle Bromwich; visits of Shakespeare to Park Hall, Castle Bromwich; Moderay Shackspeare and Catherine Sadler; Wager of Battle; early Anglo-Hebrew Christians; occupancy and ownership of land from the Conquest; Roman coins recently discovered; hoarstones; survey of some Roman roads; with maps and fac-simile of an ancient charter and deed, &c.
Some title! Some fanciful Victorian antiquarianism here; however, the deeds relating especially to Chattock’s home at Hay Hall now in Hodge Hill are invaluable - many such originals were lost in the Reference Library fire 1879; description of Hodge Hill Common earthworks.


Castle Bromwich

Peter Drake and Marian Baxter 2000 Castle Bromwich, Castle Vale and Shard End Images of England Series 
A collection of photographs from the Central Library archive, with introduction and captions. Published by Birmingham Libraries. 


Castle Bromwich
Colin Green 1984 Castle Bromwich in Times Past
A good collection of 50 photographs from late 19th century to 1960 with informative captions.


Castle Bromwich
Colin Green and Jerry Dutton 1989 The Everchanging Village
A very readable history of Castle Bromwich with previously unpublished photographs.


Castle Bromwich
Colin Green and Jerry Dutton 1994 Tales from the Village Green
From 1894 to late 1950s, many extracts from newspapers and oral history, old OS maps.
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Duddeston
Valerie A Preece Duddeston & Vauxhall Gardens

Edgbaston
David Cannandine 1980 Lords and Landlords: the Aristocracy and the Towns 1774-1967
Authoritative and scholarly study which includes 150pp on the development of Edgbaston by the Calthorpes. Illustrations, maps and tables. Fully referenced.


Edgbaston
Philip B Chatwin 1914 History of Edgbaston
General history with much on St Bartholomew’s church. Includes 1701 tithe map showing Middlemore land with all tenants named. Many illustrations especially churches.


Edgbaston - Contemporary Stuart/ Georgian Source
Dugdale Society 1928 Registers of Edgbaston Church 1636-1812

Edgbaston
Martin Hampson 1999 Edgbaston Images of England Series
A collection of over 200 photographs from the Central Library archive, good introduction and informative captions. Published by Birmingham Libraries.


Edgbaston
Douglas V Jones 1986 Edgbaston As It Was
Much detail of people and places especially 19th and 20th century. Illustrated with old photographs.


Edgbaston - Contemporary Victorian Source
Thomas Ragg 1847 Scenes and Sketches from Life and Nature; Edgbaston; & other poems
50pp poem on Edgbaston from which you will be hard-pressed to find useful snippets, but 20 pages useful notes; engravings of St Bartholomew’s 1810 and St George’s before the spire was added.



Erdington

Eric Armstrong Old Aston, Erdington, Kingstanding & Great Barr
Old photographs with informative captions of these districts, including a herd of sheep being taken down Gravelly Hill. Also Birmingham industries such as the Midland Vinegar Company (HP sauce), the Dunlop factory and Hamstead Colliery.


Erdington
Marian Baxter & Peter Drake 1995 Erdington The Archive Photographs Series
Published by Birmingham Library Services 200 photographs of the area with local history; short but good introduction; good selection of photographs of Mason Orphanage and of famous early pioneering photographer Sir Benjamin Stone who died 1914 leaving his priceless collection of 10 000 glass negatives to Birmingham Central Library; many of these form the basis of this wonderful series of books.

Erdington
D B Camm  Erdington Abbey and Church 1850-1900

Erdington
Douglas V Jones 1985 The Story of Erdington: From Sleepy Hamlet to Thriving Suburb
Early history, especially manor houses, but mostly 19th and 20th century. Many old photographs and a map of 1880.


Erdington
A H Saxton 1928 Bygone Erdington
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Great Barr

Eric Armstrong Old Aston, Erdington, Kingstanding & Great Barr
Old photographs with informative captions of these districts including a herd of sheep being taken down Gravelly Hill. Also Birmingham industries such as the Midland Vinegar Company (HP sauce), the Dunlop factory and Hamstead Colliery.

Great Barr
L Bracken 1860 History of the Forest & Chase of Sutton Coldfield, including the border districts of Great Barr, Perry Barr, Erdington, etc (with Genealogical Tables)


Great Barr

Elisabeth Chattell 1982 A Short History of Holy Name Church, Great Barr


Great Barr

Jim Gould 1978-9 Settlement and Farming in the Parish of Aldridge, West Midlands prior to 1650 in South Staffordshire Archaeological and Historical Society Transactions Volume XX

15 page article with maps which includes Great Barr from Anglo-Saxon settlement to early modern times.

Great Barr

Norman A Tector 1951 The Barr Story - A Short History of Great Barr

BACK to Bibliography Birmingham Districts

Hall Green
Michael Byrne 1996 Hall Green The Archive Photographs Series
Published by Birmingham Library Services 200 photographs of the area with particularly informative local history.

Hall Green

Films 2001 Let's Look at . . . Hall Green

A video which focuses especially on the history of the area.

Hall Green
John Morris Jones 1979 Hall Green and Hereabout
Historical/ geographical account from Middle Ages, includes an imaginative historical description, identifies precise sites of buildings.


Hall Green

John Morris Jones 1989 The Cole Valley South (The Millstream Way): the history of a Birmingham River
Historical/ geographical walk along the River Cole through Hay Mills, Tyseley, Sparkhill, Acocks Green, Wake Green Hall Green, Yardley Wood, Solihull Lodge. The River Cole & Chinn Brook Conservation Society has named the walk from Brook Lane to Cole Bank Road the John Morris Jones Way.



Hall Green
John Marks 1992 Hall Green and Yardley Wood on old Picture Postcards

61 pre-war photographs with captions.


Hamstead
Roger Meachem Victorian Hamstead

Handsworth


Eric Armstrong 1999 Old Handsworth, Lozells, Birchfield & Perry Barr
A collection of 50 pre-World War 2 photographs with short informative captions, some of them supplemented by extracts from the author’s schooldays diary. Short bibliography.



Handsworth

Simon Baddeley 1996 The Founding of Handsworth Park 1882-1898

Handsworth
Peter Drake 1998 Images of England: Handsworth, Hockley and Handsworth Wood
One of an excellent series published by Birmingham Libraries with 200 photographs from Central Library’s huge collection; mostly Victorian and early 20th-century.


Handsworth
Conrad Gill 1930 Studies in Midland History
The Manor of Handsworth from Norman times to the Enclosure Act of 1791 (also Coventry and 16th-century Birmingham)


Handsworth 
John Morris Jones 1983 The Manor of Handsworth revised
Introduction to its historical geography.



Harborne
Roy Clarke Old Harborne The Old Photographs Series
Published by Birmingham Library Services 200 photographs of the area with local history captions; two maps 1834.

Harborne
Michael Counsell 1977 A History of Harborne Parish Church
A slender but useful volume.

Harborne
Michael Counsell 1989 A History of Harborne
A slender but useful volume.

Harborne - Contemporary Victorian Source
J Kenward 1885 Harborne and Its Surroundings

Harborne

Mould M W 1886 Peeps into the Past

Reprinted from The Harborne Herald
Harborne
Frances Wilmot 1991 The History of Harborne Hall
Stories of occupants and friends, including some of Birmingham’s famous: Simcox family, George Dawson, David Cox, Chamberlains, Nettlefolds.


Harborne
Donald Wright 1981 An Account of Harborne
From Domesday to 1891, Harborne institutions and people. Map of 1834.


Hawkesley
S J Price & R H Langhorne 1974 North Worcestershire Development: Hawkesley and Walkers Heath: an interim report


Highgate
Marian Baxter & Peter Drake Moseley, Balsall Heath and Highgate The Archive Photographs Series
Published by Birmingham Library Services 200 photographs of the area with local history.


Highgate
Harjinder Kaur 1992 Stratford House Camp Hill Birmingham
An excellent of example of local history work from St Albans School.


Highgate - Contemporary Victorian Source
J S Pollock 1890 Vaughton’s Hole: Twenty-five Years in it
Autobiography of the priest of St Alban’s Church


Highgate
J W Simcox 1896 Some Memorials of an Old House
The story of Stratford House with personal reminiscences by its owner. Illustrated.


Hockley - Contemporary Source - Early 20th Century
Kathleen Dayus 1982 Her People
Autobiography set in early years of 20th century in back-to-back slums, Camden Street, a story of poverty, hardship and hunger. Some old family snaps and photographs of Birmingham. Afterword by John Rudd with references, on pre-World War 1 housing and employment in Birmingham.


Hockley/ Jewellery Quarter
Alison Gledhill 1988 Birmingham’s Jewellery Quarter
A clear exposition of the history of Birmingham jewellery from the end of the 18th century, developed by the author from a school project. Illustrated. Bibliography
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Kings Heath
Margaret D Green 1998 Kings Heath Images of England Series
Published by Birmingham Library Services 200 photographs of the area with local history; particularly good on housing development, the transformation from rural to urban.


Kings Norton
Pauline Caswell  Kings Norton The Archive Photographs Series
Published by Birmingham Library Services 200 photographs of the area with local history.


Kings Norton
Arthur B Locke (undated) The History of Kings Norton and Northfield Wards

Kings Norton
Helen Goodger 1990 Kings Norton
History of the ancient manor to the 19th century. Much detail of medieval times and separate chapters on St Nicholas’ Church and the Grammar School. Some Tudor/ Stuart wills and inventories with glossary. Bibliography.


Kings Norton

J V Melling 1992 St Nicholas Kings Norton: an Illustrated Guide

Everything a church guide should be!

Kings Norton

J E Vaughan 1973 The Parish Church and Ancient Grammar School of Kings Norton
Kingstanding

Eric Armstrong Old Aston, Erdington, Kingstanding & Great Barr
Old photographs with informative captions of these districts including a herd of sheep being taken down Gravelly Hill. Also Birmingham industries such as the Midland Vinegar Company (HP sauce), the Dunlop factory and Hamstead Colliery.

Kingstanding
Birmingham Library 1984 Kingstanding Past and Present
Information on Kingstanding Mound, Maryvale and Oscott College, tithe map of 1840 and 20th-century development especially schools and churches.
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Ladywood
Winifred C Cheong 1993 Victorian Terrace
Study of Linden Terrace: a good example of how to present local history research.


Ladywood
Victor J Price 1987 Old Ladywood Remembered
80 pp with many photographs with informative captions of Ladywood before the redevelopments of the 1960s.



Lickey Hills
Joe & Frances Brannan 1990 A Postcard from the Lickeys


Lozells

Patrick Hughes My Mother's Son: The Story Of Lozells The author reflects on his working-class childhood in post-war Lozells.

Lozells
Ronald K Moore Up the Terrace: Down Aston & Lozells
Pre-World War 2 autobiography with illustrations.
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Moseley
Marian Baxter & Peter Drake 1996 Moseley, Balsall Heath and Highgate The Archive Photographs Series
Published by Birmingham Library Services 200 photographs of the area with local history; an invaluable collection in that of Balsall Heath & Highgate before the 1960s virtually nothing on the ground survives.


Moseley
Alison Fairn 1973 A History of Moseley
Development from 15th century but especially urbanisation of 19th century. Conjectural maps and bibliography.


Moseley
John Innes 1991 The History of Moseley Hall
A useful booklet published by Moseley Local History Society giving the history of the hall and its residents from the 16th century to the present. Illustrated, includes Grevis and Taylor family trees. Bibliography.


Moseley
Moseley Local History Society 1989 The Listed Buildings of Moseley
26 photographs mostly Victorian buildings, with architectural notes, historical information and details of associated people.


Moseley and Kings Heath
John Marks 1991 Moseley and Kings Heath on Old Postcards
60 postcards 1900-1920 with details of their locations.


Moseley
John Morris Jones Mainly about Moseley

Moseley Wake Green
John Morris Jones The Historical & Geographical Environs of St Bernard’s RC School
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Northfield
Pauline Caswell Northfield The Archive Photographs Series
Published by Birmingham Library Services 200 photographs of the area with local history.

Northfield
R P Hastings 1966/ 1987 Discovering Northfield
Fits local developments into the national pattern especially pre-urbanisation. Topography and land use, precise locations of sites. Many maps.


Northfield
Arthur B Locke The History of Kings Norton and Northfield Wards


Northfield - some Contemporary Sources
Publications of the Northfield Society by various authors:
 1 Northfield’s Turnpike Roads
 2 Inscriptions at Northfield Church
 3 Urban Conservation in the West Midlands
 4 Manor and Vestry in Northfield
 5 Birmingham Civic Society Plan for Northfield 1920
 6 Parish Government in Northfield
 7 Nailmakers of Northfield
 8 Northfield in Old Directories
 9 Parish Church of St Laurence Northfield
10 Northfield Village Pound
11 Noake on Northfield
12 Weoley Castle and its Families
13 A Yeoman’s Diary in Northfield
14 Victorian and Edwardian Northfield
15 Waseley Hill Country Park
16 The Rector’s Tithes
17 The Great Stone Inn
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Olton

Jean Powrie, Margaret Jordan, Carol Andrews Olton Heritage


Perry Barr

From Domesday to One Stop A short history of Perry Barr and surrounding areas 20pp. (Walsall Local History Centre)


Quinton

Andrew Maxam 1997 Quinton on old picture postcards Yesterday’s Warwickshire series

57 mostly pre-war pictures with captions of an area rather neglected by local historians.

Rednal

R E Tupling 1983 The Story of Rednal

This is a good example of local history writing; it has lots of local detail set solidly within a national framework. Illustrations by the author and short bibliography.

Rotton Park
John Morris Jones 1980 Rotton Park and Round About
Historical geography of Rotton Park and good potted history of Birmingham town centre written for his school pupils at George Dixon. Good list of sources for Birmingham history especially maps.


Rubery

Martin Hampson Around Rubery and the Lickey Hills Images of England Series 
This book charts the history of the Lickey Hills and adjacent former country villages of Barnt Green, Cofton Hackett, Rednal, Rubery and Bartley Green.
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Saltley
J G Adderley 1910 Sixty Years of Saltley Parish

Saltley
Saltley College Centenary Booklet

Sarehole
Anna E Meredith 1970 Sarehole Mill Guide
History of the buildings and machinery with photographs and diagrams. Bibliography.


Sheldon/ Yardley
Ann Dornier 1967 Kents Moat
Reprint from Transactions of the Birmingham and Warwickshire Archaeological Society gives historical setting and details of the Kents Moat dig. Map of the excavation.


Sheldon
Victor Skipp 1960 Discovering Sheldon
Historical geography, importance of topography to settlement and rural development. Much on pre-urbanisation. Precise identification of sites. Anything by Skipp is thorough.


Sheldon
Victor Skipp 1978 Crisis and Development: an ecological case study of the Forest of Arden 1570-1674
An important demographic study undertaken with local amateur historians under Skipp’s guidance using techniques of family reconstitution from parish registers of Bickenhill, Elmdon, Sheldon, Solihull and Yardley.


Small Heath
Bob Marsden 1988 Small Heath Remembered: a pictorial journey around the Small Heath area in yesteryear
An early and creditable attempt by a local history enthusiast to show before-and-after with some good material though sadly badly copied and many useful snippets. There is not much else on Small Heath so it’s well worth a look.

Sparkbrook

R Lowe 1883 Farm and its Inhabitants
ie. the Lloyd family


Sparkbrook

Les Robinson 1997 Reflections of Sparkbrook 1940s-1950s

Sparkhill

Sparkhill Methodist Church 1992 Centenary Celebrations 1892-1992

Sparkhill
John Morris Jones All Around the Ackers


Sparkhill

Peter J Long 1984 A Hundred Years in Sparkhill 1884-1984

Sparkhill and Greet
John Morris Jones 1981 Sparkhill and Greet
Historical geography with many detailed references to sites.


Sparkhill/ Acocks Green
Frances Wilmot 1994 Around 4 o’clock: Memories of Sparkhill and Acocks Green
History from the 19th century and oral and documentary evidence of the 1920s-40s by a Birmingham librarian.
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Sutton Coldfield - Contemporary Film Evidence 
Sutton Coldfield - A Journey Through Time 
A video showing wartime Sutton Coldfield including Civil Defence, the Home Guard, fund raising and victory celebrations.


Sutton Coldfield - Contemporary Photographic Evidence
 Sue Bates 1997 Sutton Coldfield: A Pictorial History
175 photographs of Sutton town and borough with many snippets of local history information. Bibliography and maps.



Sutton Coldfield - Contemporary Photographic Evidence
Marian Baxter 1994 Sutton Coldfield The Old Photographs Series
Marian Baxter 1997 Sutton Coldfield: the Second Selection The Archive Photographs Series
Published by Birmingham Library Services 200 photographs of Sutton town and borough with many snippets of local history.


Sutton Coldfield - Contemporary Film evidence

Video published by Birmingham Library Services Sutton Coldfield: A Journey Through Time
From Birmingham Reference Library archives, includes Sutton at war, civil defence, home guard, victory celebrations, etc

Sutton Coldfield
Agnes A Bracken 1860 History of the Forest and Chase of Sutton Coldfield
An early history of the town; Agnes Bracken 1800-1877 was a teacher who lived in Sutton High Street and has also left a number of sketches of the town and park.


Sutton Coldfield
Douglas V Jones 1973 The Royal Town of Sutton Coldfield: a Commemorative History
A thorough and interesting history with photographs, bibliography and chronology and conjectural map of 1800. 198 pp. Particularly good at setting the local scene in the context of national developments. There is a good chapter on Bishop Vesey.


Sutton Coldfield
Douglas V Jones 1984 Sutton Coldfield 1974-1984: The Story of a Decade
Illustrated history since merger with Birmingham.


Sutton Coldfield
Scenes from Sutton’s Past: a Closer Look at Aspects of the History of Sutton Coldfield
From Domesday to 1900. Illustrated.


Sutton Coldfield
Hilda Moss 1973 A Royal Town and Its Park: a History for Junior Citizens
A slim volume of 40 pp also of interest to older citizens with some nice line drawings by Sue Beeson.



Sutton Coldfield - Boldmere
K J Williams 1994 A History of Boldmere
A very readable and informative history with many photographs and line drawings by the author; chronology and bibliography.


Sutton Park
Douglas V Jones Sutton Park: Its History and Wildlife
Illustrated with old and new photos, map and suggested walks.


Sutton Park
City of Birmingham Publicity Section 1980 Sutton Park
Guide book giving geology, natural history and history of the park. Map and bibliography.


Swanshurst
John Morris Jones 1979 Swanshurst Quarter
Historical geography with detailed references to sites.
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Wake Green/ Sparkhill/ Yardley Wood
John Morris Jones 1989 The Cole Valley South (the Millstream Way): the History of a Birmingham River
Guided historical walk along the River Cole between Haslucks Green and Tyseley with photographs and detailed maps with numbered references to the text.


Walmley
Douglas V Jones Walmley and Its Surroundings
including Curdworth, Minworth, Water Orton. Illustrated.



Ward End - Contemporary early 20th-Century Oral Evidence
Jose Jukes 1990 Memories of Old Ward End
A fascinating collection of transcribed oral history from pre -World War 2 Ward End with contemporary photographs.


Winson Green
Gloria Jenkins Mind the Horse Road: Memories of Winson Green
Autobiographical account of the 1920s-1930s; a good example of written ‘oral’ history.

BACK to Bibliography Birmingham Districts


Yardley
John V Abbott 1993 Raiders Past - Contemporary 20th-century Source
Air-raid warden’s account of war in Yardley



Yardley
Michael Byrne Yardley The Archive Photographs Series

Published by Birmingham Library Services 200 photographs of the area with local history.



Yardley

Discovery Films 2000 Yardley: the Life and Times of Great School

The video covers the school's history to 1974, the June 2000 reunion plus anecdotes from old Yardleians, pupils and staff.


Yardley

A J Lambert 1972 A short survey of railways through the old Manor of Yardley
This was produced for the celebrations of 1000 Years of Yardley.


Yardley - Contemporary Victorian Source
Richard Langhorne 1972 Yardley Through the Camera 1890-1900
Collection of photographs by George Wilkes of rural Yardley, many farming activities. Most photographs have precise locations and are plotted on the 1883 Ordnance Survey map. Short introduction.


Yardley
John Morris Jones The Boundaries, Manor and Urbanisation of Yardley

Yardley
John Morris Jones Yardley Church End

Yardley
John Morris Jones 1985 The Waters of Yardley
Detailed topography of rivers, fishponds, canals, water supply, sewage disposal, old manorial boundaries.


Yardley
Victor Skipp 1970 Medieval Yardley: the origin and growth of a West Midland community
This is a classic of local history writing and presentation researched by an amateur group led by Victor Skipp and under the auspices of Birmingham University Extramural Department. Maps showing relief, geology, Anglo-Saxon boundaries and parish perambulation, full references and bibliography


Yardley Wood
John Morris Jones Walks in Yardley Wood

BACK to Bibliography Birmingham Districts
HOME
HOME to BIBLIOGRAPHY CONTENTS
BIBLIOGRAPHY - Subjects

HOME
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Subjects - autobiography, bellringing, biography, baths, buildings, burial grounds, charities, cinemas, health, enclosures, gilds/ guilds, hospitals, housing, industry, institutions, judaism, labour, local history research, maps, music, newspapers, people, photography, placenames, police, politics, pubs, railways, religion, riots, rivers, science & technology, sport, stagecoaches, statues, street names, theatre, town planning, trams, transport, Tudor wills, turnpikes, war, watermills, windmills, women, work.
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A BIBLIOGRAPHY - Subjects


Autobiography
Frank Downes Around the Horn
Personal account of life as the CBSO principal french horn player. 133 pp 32 photos. Published by Birmingham Library Services


Autobiography
Douglas V Jones Round About the Rotunda: Four Decades of Life In and Around Birmingham 1945-1987

Autobiography
William Hutton ed Catherine Hutton 1817 The Life of William Hutton and the History of the Hutton Family
William Hutton ed Llewellynn Jewitt 1872 The Life of William Hutton and the History of the Hutton Family


Autobiography
Lily Need Struggling Manor: Inner City Birmingham in the 1920s
The story of a machine operator during the Depression. 79pp. Birmingham Library Services publication


Autobiography

Ray Tennant  Last Tram Down the Village & Other Memories of Yesterday’s Birmingham

Autobiography 1930s-40s
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Bellringing

ed. David Ingram & Richard Jones 2002 Belfry Life in Birmingham c1780-1860: The Recollections of John Day

C Lynam 1889 The Church Bells of the County of Stafford

Tilley & Walters 1910 The Church Bells of Warwickshire

H B Walters 1924-1931 The Church Bells of Worcestershire

Biography

(Search the Bibliography for other auto/biographies which may be listed under district or subject headings.)

Adderley
 - W S Childe-Pemberton 1909 The Life of Lord Norton

Boulton
 - Samuel Smiles 1874 Boulton and Watt

Boulton
 - H W Dickinson 1937 Matthew Boulton (including James Watt’s Memoir of Boulton)
Bright

 - Keith Robbins 1979 John Bright, Victorian Birmingham’s MP for 30 years

Cadbury
 - A G Gardiner 1923 Life of George Cadbury

300+pp with 10 photographs.

Cadbury
 - Tom Insull 1979 John Cadbury 1810-1889
A slender 56 pp with illustrations and family tree published for private circulation by Bournville’s archivist.

Chamberlain
 - Julian Amery 1951 Life of Joseph Chamberlain

Chamberlain
 - Peter T Marsh 1994 Joseph Chamberlain, Entrepreneur in Politics

Chatwin
 - P B Chatwin 1952 Life Story of J A Chatwin 1830-1907
Johnson
 - James Boswell 1791 The Life of Samuel Johnson 1791
Holte

 - A Davidson 1854 A History of the Holtes of Aston

Irving

 - Stanley T Williams 1935 The Life of Washington Irving

Ketelby
 - John Sant 2000 Albert William Ketelby 1875-1959.

Lloyd

 - S Lloyd 1907 The Lloyds of Birmingham

Naden
 - William R Hughes 1890 Constance Naden: A Memoir
A slim volume by the Birmingham City Treasurer with contributions from other friends, including a note from the noted social philosopher Herbert Spencer, who compared her philosophical capability with that of George Eliot.

Rickman
 - ed. T M Rickman 1901 Notes on the Life and on the Several Imprints of the Work of Thomas Rickman FSA Architect
Thompson
 - Maggie Burns George Thomson in Birmingham and the Blaskets

George Thomson, Professor of Greek at Birmingham University lived for part of his life on the Blasket Islands, in Dublin and in Galway, Ireland becoming an enthusiast for the Irish Gaelic; he dedicated his later life to the working-class culture. This biography is well illustrated with photos from Ireland, Birmingham, China and Greece.

Tolkien
 - Humphrey Carpenter 1977 J R R Tolkien: a Biography
Watt

 - Samuel Smiles 1874 Boulton and Watt

Baths

J Moth 1951 City of Birmingham Baths Department 1851-1951

Commemorative volume giving information on all public baths with photographs and line drawings. Bylaws of 1925, table of attendances 1946.

Buildings

Department of the Environment 1982 List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest

The official list - 2 volumes giving details of Birmingham’s Listed Buildings.


Buildings

B Little 1971 Birmingham Buildings: the Architectural Story of a Midland City

Burial Grounds

Joseph McKenna 1992 In the Midst of Life: a History of the Burial Grounds of Birmingham

Based on the research of Robert Hetherington published by Birmingham Library Services this provides a good record of all the burial grounds in Birmingham. 55pp 38 photographs & illustrations. Bibliography.
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Canals

Historical Map of the Birmingham Canals

A map based on successive Ordnance Survey maps from 1816 supplemented by Tithe Maps (Walsall Local History Centre)

Canals

J R G Beavon Along the Birmingham Canals: a boating and walking guide

Detailed guide to the BCN, 32 maps, 16 sketches, canal songs.

Canals

S R Broadbridge 1974 The Birmingham Canal Navigations Volume 1 1768-1846

An informative book with plates and maps taking the story up to the coming of the railways.

Canals

Brumtrails: 7 1984 A Canal Walk from Gas Street Basin

Contains maps and photographs old and new and detailed text giving exact locations and histories based on original research.

Canals

Peter Groves The Navigation Way: a Hundred Mile Towpath Walk
Around Birmingham and the West Midlands. Maps and sketches.

Canals

Charles Hadfield 1966/ 1985 The Canals of the West Midlands: The Canals of the British Isles Volume 5

Canals

H Hodges 1984 A Guide to the Worcester-Birmingham Canal: Diglis Basin to Gas Street Birmingham.
Short guide for boaters with historical snippets and maps.

Canals
Michael Pearson 1998 Canal City Souvenir

Describes all of the BCN system and includes canals to Stourbridge and the northern Grand Union, primarily for people in boats. Well illustrated with excellent photographs, maps. Received a good review from the BCN Society.

Canals

David Perrott ed 1987 Nicholson’s Ordnance Survey Guide to the Waterways

Book 1 South: Birmingham & Warwick Canal, Stratford Canal, Worcester & Birmingham Canal, Grand Union Canal

Book 2 Central: Birmingham & Fazeley Canal, Birmingham Canal Navigations

Thoroughly useful guide for boaters, introductory histories of each canal and guides along the canal with detailed OS maps showing bridges, locks, winding holes as well as tourist information on pubs, shops, and sights.

Canals

Ray Shill 1994 A Gas Street Trail

An excellent guide to city centre canals centred on Gas Street with much precisely located historical and contemporary detail. This is very good local history writing with a definite sense of place and period located in a local, regional and national context by an author who writes enthusiastically on a subject about which he clearly knows much. Maps, photographs old and new, chronology, directory of canal carriers, bibliography.

Canals Ray Shill The Industrial Canal Volume 1 - The Coal Trade This book examines the importance of trade on the Birmingham Canal Navigations. 166pp illustrated with photographs and maps.

Charities

Arthur Musgrove 1926 The History of Lench’s Trust Birmingham 1525-1925

Includes William Lench’s will and a translation of the document which founded Birmingham’s oldest surviving charity. Maps of almshouses drawn from 18th century plans. Four almshouse photographs from the 1920s.


Cinemas

Chris & Rosemary Clegg 1983 The Dream Palaces of Birmingham


Cinemas

Victor J Price 1988 Birmingham Cinemas: a Nostalgic Journey

A book to commemorate the first Birmingham film show given in Aston 1888. Illustrated
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Enclosures

Roger J P Kain & Hugh C Prince 1985 The Tithe Surveys of England and Wales

Roger J P Kain 1986 An Atlas and Index of the Tithe Files of Mid-19th Century England and Wales

- not only but including the west Midlands

F BIBLIOGRAPHY - Subjects
Folklore

Richard S Brown Folklore and Superstitions of Birmingham and the West Midlands

Interesting, but not a lot for Birmingham.
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G BIBLIOGRAPHY - Subjects
Geology

T Eastwood, T H Whitehead, T Robertson 1925 Geological Survey of Great Britain: The Geology of the Country Round Birmingham: Explanation of One-Inch Sheet 168 England

Rather technical but authoritative and thorough description of Birmingham geology which refers to the OS Geological Survey Map.

Gilds/ Guilds - Contemporary Medieval/ Tudor Sources

Early English Text Society 1870 Vol 40 English Gilds: Lenche’s Trust 1525 xiii p231; Gild of the Holy Cross 1383 xiii p239; Gild of St John the Baptist xiii p258

Gilds/ Guilds

L T Smith 1894 The Gild of the Holy Cross
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Health

June Glover 1979 Health and Disease in Birmingham 1770-1830

Article in Warwickshire History Volume IV No.2 1978/ 9

Housing

Carl Chinn Homes for People: 100 Years of Council Housing in Birmingham

A unique combination of academic thoroughness and popular history with a very strong emphasis on oral and written contributions by people who were there. Many photographs.


Hospitals

Collette Clifford  Q E Nurse: The Queen Elizabeth Hospital Birmingham and its Role as a Teaching Hospital Midland Hospital series


Hospitals

Fay Crofts 1998 History of Hollymoor Hospital: Hollymoor’s History from 1904 to 1994 Midland Hospital series


Hospitals

Deborah Hutchings 1999 Monyhull 1908-1998: A History of the Monyhull Colony and Monyhull Hall Midland Hospital series


Hospitals

Maurice White  Years of Caring: A History of the Royal Orthopaedic Hospital Birmingham Midland Hospital series

I BIBLIOGRAPHY - Subjects
Institutions

Jon Glasby 1999 Poverty and Opportunity: 100 years of the Birmingham Settlement

An illustrated history of the Birmingham Settlement founded 1899

Industry

Church 1995 The Rise and Decline of British Motor Industry

Industry

Eric Hopkins 1989 Birmingham: the First Manufacturing Town in the World 1760-1840

An important exposition of the prime position of Birmingham in world industrial development. Scholarly and readable detailing unique and early industrial development, includes not only technology and industry but economics and effects on people. 16 contemporary illustrations including portraits, townscapes, industry and house plans. Extensive bibliography.

 BACK to Bibliography Subjects

Industry

John Horsfall 1972 The Iron Masters of Penns

Industry

Joseph McKenna 1988 Watch & Clock-makers of Warwickshire 1436-1900

Industry

Marie B Rowlands 1977 A History of Industry in Birmingham

Published for the City of Birmingham Education Department and intended to support school projects, but good for the general reader. History of industry from the first market to the present day; many contemporary quotes.


Industry

Ed Barbara Tilson 1990 Made in Birmingham 1889-1989


Industry

Iolo A Williams 1931 The Firm of Cadbury 1831-1931
A celebration of Cadbury’s centenary. 300pp. 16 photographs.

Industry - Contemporary Victorian Source

Ed Samuel Timmins 1866 The Resources, Products and Industrial History of Birmingham and the Midland Hardware District

A set of some 100 reports collected by the Local Industries Committee of the British Association meeting at Birmingham: with details of the manufacturing processes of eg. artificial manures, bells, brassware, buttons, coins, electro-plate, guns, jewellery, pins, railway rolling stock, rope, rulers, soap. Also articles on the industrial history of Birmingham, the Assay Office, Coventry, South Staffordshire coalfield, Walsall, Wolverhampton.

Industry - Contemporary Victorian Source

Trans S C Davison C G Carus 1846 The King of Saxony’s Journey Through England and Scotland in the Year 1844

Describes visits to Matthew Boulton’s Soho Manufactory, a papier mache factory, button making, the Town Hall, nail-making, Elkington’s electroplating, gun- and pin-making.

Institutions/ Education

F W Burstall & C G Burton 1930 Souvenir History of the Foundation and Development of the Mason Science College and University of Birmingham

Institutions

ed J H Muirhead 1911 Birmingham Institutions

Transcription of Birmingham University lectures by various authors on the Art Gallery, the Art School, BMI, the City Council, education, hospitals, libraries, Birmingham University with some history and forecast for the future.

BACK to Bibliography Subjects
J BIBLIOGRAPHY - Subjects

Judaism

ed. Zoe Stephens  Birmingham Jewry: More Aspects 1740-1930 
Factual account based on surviving documentary evidence.

L BIBLIOGRAPHY - Subjects
Labour

The Nine Days in Birmingham: The General Strike 1926

Local History Research

Andrew Blizzard and Patrick Baird 1989 Five Ways in Birmingham’s Past

Thoroughly useful guide for anyone interested in Birmingham local history research, includes common-sense hints as well as detailed information on using sources: manuscript and published documents, census returns, cemetery records, parish registers, buildings, photographs, etc. Lists of Local History Societies and museums. General bibliography on local history research and bibliography of Birmingham local history.

Local History Research

John West 1983 Town Records

366pp not specifically about Birmingham but using Birmingham as an example throughout; details of where to find information about English and Welsh towns with comprehensive gazetteers on Anglo-Saxon references, Domesday, medieval charters, guilds, plans and maps, improvement acts, municipal incorporations, commercial directories, newspapers, censuses, photographic collections. Many illustrations and full bibliography. Invaluable.

BACK to Bibliography Subjects
M BIBLIOGRAPHY - Subjects
Maps - Contemporary Georgian/ Victorian Sources

Plans of Birmingham 1884 Plans of Birmingham and Vicinity, Ancient and Modern

This is an excellent large-book collection of the classic Birmingham maps in reduced-scale including Westley, Bradford, Hanson, Snape, Kempson, Piggott Smith and Till.

Maps

Barry Bruff 1989 The Village Atlas

An excellent collection of Ordnance Survey maps of Birmingham and West Midlands allowing exact comparison of areas from the earliest OS maps of 1834 and editions of the 1880s and early 20th century. There is a useful introduction on suburban development. Hours of interest here - fascinating.


Music

Kevin Duffy Mothers 1968-1971 the home of good sounds

Mothers Club on Erdington High Street was a nationally known rock venue in the late 1960s; Pink Floyd recorded Ummagumma, The Who performed Tommy, Traffic made their debut here. 34pp psychedelically illustrated.


Music

Anne Elliott The Music Makers - a Brief History of the Birmingham Triennial Music Festivals 1784-1912
Using Birmingham Central Library illustrations to explore a major international festival of its day.

N BIBLIOGRAPHY - Subjects
Newspapers

Asa Briggs 1985 Press and Public in the early 19th Century in Birmingham in Briggs’ Collected Essays Vol 1
One of the authorities on Birmingham history.

BACK to Bibliography Subjects
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People

Peter L Edmead The Divisive Decade: a History of Caribbean Immigration to Birmingham in the 1950s
The immigration of Caribbean people in Birmingham during the 1950s is examined in this book through personal memories and contemporary newspaper accounts. Well illustrated with photographs.


People

ed. Lucy Harland from interviews by Helen Lloyd The Century Speaks - Birmingham VoicesA variety of people describe their life in Birmingham. Originally broadcast on BBC radio to mark the Millennium, the stories are illustrated with photographs borrowed from the interviewees and from the Central Library.

People

Doreen Hopwood & Margaret Dilloway Bella Brum: a History of Birmingham’s Italian Community
Seasonal Italian immigration from the Southern Italian region of Lazio was a feature of Birmingham life. An Italian quarter developed around Bartholomew Street which gradually dispersed after World War II. Based on interviews, photographs and official documents. 75 pp 55 photos. Birmingham Library Services

People

ed J H Muirhead 1909 Nine Famous Birmingham Men

Transcription of Birmingham University lectures by various authors on Bright, Burne-Jones, Dale, Dawson, Dixon, Newman, Priestley, Watt, Westcott with portraits.

Photography

Peter James Coming to Light

Birmingham's Photographic Collections introduced by 
An outline of Birmingham's the important role in the history of photography with a survey of the Birmingham Central Library and Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery photographic collections.


Photography

ed. Peter James, Tessa Sidey and John Taylor Sunlight and Shadow: The Photographs of Emma Barton 1872-1938
From a 19th-century working-class Birmingham Emma Barton became an internationally famous photographer before World War 1. Illustrated with colour and black and white photographs.

Placenames

W H Duignan 1902 Notes on Staffordshire Placenames

Beware! Placename studies have come a very long way since 1902; however, the English Place-Name Society EPNS Staffordshire volumes have not yet appeared.

Placenames

Eilert Ekwall 1960 Concise Oxford Dictionary of Place Names

A classic reference, but a national dictionary.

Placenames

Margaret Gelling 1978 Signposts to the Past

Margaret Gelling 1984 Place-Names in the Landscape

Neither are specifically local but both include west midland names and are essential placename reading. Margaret Gelling is a national expert on placenames and is based at Birmingham University.

Placenames

J E B Gover, A Mawer & F M Stenton 1970 The Place Names of Warwickshire The English Place Name Society (EPNS)

A Mawer & F M Stenton 1927 The Place Names of Worcestershire (EPNS)

Sometimes superseded by Gelling, but these are the classic references.

Placenames

William Hamper 1880 An Historical Curiosity: 141 Ways of Spelling Birmingham

Spellings of Birmingham from old documents. See above How to Spell Birmingham.

Placenames

Joseph McKenna Birmingham Placenames

A very good collection of placename meanings with additional interesting information; also includes names now out of use; it is rather wider than the classic sources which are very Anglo-Saxon biased. Bibliography.

Placenames

Jeffrey Spittall & John Field ed 1990 A Reader’s Guide to the Place-Names of the United Kingdom: A Bibliography of Publications (1920-1989) on the Place-Names of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, The Isle of Man and The Channel Islands
340pp comprehensive bibliography: sections include Staffordshire, Warwickshire (including Birmingham) and Worcestershire.

Placenames

J Woodall & M Varley 1979 Solihull Place Names

Origins of placenames with some background information.

Police

John W Reilly 1989 Policing Birmingham

150 years of policing Birmingham: some early beginnings, but mostly from 1839 and especially 20th century. Bibliography.

Politics

Carlos Flick 1979 The Birmingham Political Union and the Movements for Reform in Britain 1830-1839

Politics

Alan Mayne 1993 The Imagined Slum: Newspaper Representation in Three Cities 1870-1914

Includes Chamberlain’s Corporation Street improvement scheme for Victorian Birmingham.

Politics

John Money Experience and Identity

Development of local political consciousness to 1800

Pubs

A Crawford, M Dunn & R Thorne Birmingham Pubs 1880-1939


Pubs

Keith Turner Birmingham Pubs Images of England series
The story of some of 1500 hotels, inns, taverns and public houses from Birmingham's past. which also contains a guide to the remaining old traditional pubs in the city centre.

BACK to Bibliography Subjects
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RailwaysA Century of Railways Volume 1900-1947 Railways around Birmingham and the West Midlands during the 20th Century. 99pp, illustrated.

Railways

John Bassett 1991 Cross-City Connections

History with photographs of Birmingham-Sutton Coldfield-Lichfield line with emphasis on people as well as trains and tracks. Details of 1955 Sutton disaster.

Railways

John Boynton 1993 Rails Across the City: the Story of the Birmingham Cross-City Line: Lichfield-Birmingham-Redditch

Detailed history to the present. Bibliography

Railways

Rex Christiansen 1973 A Regional History of the Railways of Great Britain Volume 7 The West Midlands

Railways

Rex Christiansen 1985 Forgotten Railways Volume 10 The West Midlands

Railways

Richard Foster 1990 Birmingham New Street: the Story of Great Station, including Curzon Street - 4 vols

1 Background and Beginnings; the years up to 1860 - this volume has a good introduction dealing with the relationship between canals and railways.

2 Expansion and Improvement 1860-1923

3 LMS and Nationalisation 1923-1955

4 Rebuilding and the New Era 1955 to the Present Day

Very detailed and thorough account of New Street/ Curzon Street and lines feeding into it; many photographs and maps.

Altogether 4 very detailed and thorough volumes.

Railways

Derek Harrison 1978 Salute to Snow Hill: The Rise & Fall of Birmingham’s Snow Hill Railway Station 1852-1977

Chronological account up to 1977 demolition with abundant photographs.

Railways

Derek Harrison 1986 Birmingham Snow Hill: a First-Class Return

History of Birmingham’s Great Western station up to demolition 1978 with very many photographs and extensive captions.

Railways

Mike Hitches 1992 British Railways in Old Photographs

Well-captioned photos of the steam age with concise introductions to history of Birmingham railways.


Railways

Philip Jarvis Steam on the Birmingham-Gloucester Loop

Includes many contemporary photographs of stations and locomotives and rolling stock.

Railways

Roger Lea 1984 Steaming up Sutton: How the Birmingham to Sutton Coldfield Railway Line was Built in 1862

Based on detailed work by the Sutton Coldfield History Research Group, well illustrated with maps and photographs past and present. Bibliography and full references.

Railways

PJ Long & Rev W V Awdry 1987 The Birmingham & Gloucester Railway

Early history 1836-1846 of the line that runs Kings Heath co-written by Thomas the Tank’s dad, W V Awdry, some detail of Birmingham, and particularly interesting on Lickey Incline. Bibliography

Railways

Donald J Smith 1984 New Street Remembered: The Story of Birmingham’s New Street Station 1854-1967

Detailed chronological account up to the 1967 rebuilding, abundant photographs.

Railways

Donald J M Smith & Derek Harrison 1995 The Harborne Express

History of the now-closed New Street-Harborne line with many before-and-after photos.

Railways

Keith Turner 1991 The Lost Railways of Birmingham

Interesting details of lines and stations that have disappeared with much background information on the development of Birmingham railways.

Railways

Norman W Webster 1972 Britain’s First Trunk Line: The Grand Junction Railway

The history of the world’s first trunk line.

Railways

John Whitehouse & Geoff Dowling 1994 British Railways Past & Present: the West Midlands

Over 200 fascinating then-and-now (1994) photographs with informative captions.

Religion

Thomas King 1985? Places of Worship in Birmingham

84pp of information including historical on places of worship of Buddhists, Christians, Hindus, Jains, Jews, Muslims and Sikhs: many black-and-white photographs, addresses with A-to-Z references, public transport information, contact telephone numbers, times of worship and appendix of useful addresses.

Religion

B Mulvey St Mary in the Valley: a History of Maryvale House (Old Oscott)

Riots

J Belcher c1795 The Church and King Riots

ie. the 1791 Priestley Riots/ Birmingham Riots

Riots

Vivian Bird 1991 The Priestley Riots 1791 and The Lunar Society

Concise useful summary of standard information on two separate but related subjects.

Rivers

John Morris Jones The Waters of Birmingham

Booklet with detailed topography of rivers, canals, water supply, mills, sewage disposal, old manorial boundaries. Typically good John Morris Jones’ historical geography.

BACK to Bibliography Subjects
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Schools

Dugdale Society - Contemporary Sources - Tudor onwards

Volume 4 1924 Records of King Edward’s School Birmingham Volume 1 King Edward’s School Miscellany

Volume 7 1928 Records of King Edward’s School Volume 2

Volume 12 1933 Records of King Edward’s School Volume 3

Volume 20 1948 Records of King Edward’s School Volume 4

Volume 25 1963 Records of King Edward’s School Volume 5

Volume 30 1978 Records of King Edward’s School Volume 6 A Supplementary Miscellany

Science and Technology

Paul S Cadbury 1966 The Lunar Society of Birmingham: Bicentenary

Potted biographies of Birmingham lunatics and their lasting influence: Matthew Boulton, Erasmus Darwin, Josiah Wedgwood, William Withering, Samuel Galton, Joseph Priestley, et al. Illustrations, portraits.

Science and Technology - Contemporary Victorian Source

R B Prosser 1881 Birmingham Inventors and Inventions republished 1971


Sport - cricket

Alex E Davies 1988 First in the Field: a Centenary of the Birmingham & District Cricket League 1888-1988

Stagecoaches

Brian Haughton 1997 Coaching Days in the Midlands

Detailed readable account of the golden age of the stagecoach 1820s-30s in the west Midlands with modern photographs, contemporary drawings, glossary, bibliography.


Statues

George T Noszlopy 1998 Public Sculpture of Birmingham including Sutton Coldfield
Published by the Public Monuments and Sculpture Association National Recording Project and based on the University of Central England’s Sculpture Project this thorough and scholarly volume lists and details nearly 300 works of public sculpture most of which are illustrated; These not only include conventional statues but for instance sculpted keystones, reliefs and relief pub signs. The raison d’etre and interpretation of the sculptures is given with background and history. References to original sources are included throughout; glossary, biographies of sculptors and architects, extensive bibliography and good index. 229 pp. An excellent introduction gives a positive assessment of Birmingham’s history of sculpture. A really fascinating book.

Statues

Bridget Pugh & Anne Irby Crews Solid Citizens: Statues in Birmingham

Birmingham had no great history of statuary until late Victorian times and again in the late 20th century; some Birmingham statues have travelled about a bit! Brief details of the personalities and their statues.

Street Names

Vivian Bird 1991 Streetwise: Street Names In and Around Birmingham

History and associations of 400 street names in the Birmingham area and beyond, based on his Evening Mail series. Bird is excellent on people and family histories - and very readable.

Street Names

Joseph McKenna 1986 Birmingham Street Names

Interesting history of street names of central Birmingham including many now gone, with a brief introduction on the development of the city centre. A number of historical maps using a grid-reference system enable you to locate the streets; bibliography. Birmingham Library Services publication

BACK to Bibliography Subjects
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Theatres

Victor J Price Birmingham Theatres, Concert Hall and Music Halls

Town Planning

Birmingham Civic Society 1934 The Work of the Birmingham Civic Society 1918-1934

Information on schemes and proposals: many never happened, but some can still be seen, includes plans for Aston Hall, Lickey, Northfield, Sutton Park. Illustrated with maps and plans, drawings and photographs and some pictorial maps in Arts-&-Crafts style.

Town Planning

Birmingham Public Works Committee 1968 Birmingham: Public Works Planning

Some history of urban development but mainly details of 1960s; high-rise solutions to housing problems, traffic management solutions such as expressways and flyovers, pedestrianisation. Many maps and photographs

Town Planning

Gordon E Charry 1994 Birmingham: A Study in Geography, History and Planning

Town Planning

J L Macmorran 1973 Municipal Public Works and Planning in Birmingham

Trams

David Harvey 1993 1994 1995 A Nostalgic Look at Birmingham Trams 1933-1953 3 vols

Volume 1 Northern Routes

Volume 2 Southern Routes: Bristol Road routes, Cotteridge & Moseley Road routes

Volume 3 Eastern & Western routes: including the Stechford routes, the West Bromwich, Wednesbury & Dudley routes & the Smethwick, Oldbury & Dudley routes

Extremely detailed text with many precise maps and an abundance of well annotated photographs with lots of snippets of local information. Includes brief history of early trams in Birmingham, appendices of garages, trams and route numbers.


Trams

P L Hardy and P Jacques 1971 A Short Review of Birmingham Corporation Tramways


Trams

Alec G. Jensen 1978 Birmingham Transport

Transport

W A Camwell 1950 ABC of Birmingham City Transport


Transport

Keeley, Russell and Gray 1977 Birmingham City Transport


Transport

Keith Turner Birmingham Transport Images of England series
A look Birmingham's crucial role at the geographical and industrial heart of England's canal, road and railway networks.


Trolleybuses

David Harvey 1997 A Nostalgic Look at Birmingham Trolleybuses 1922-1951

Tudor Wills - Contemporary Tudor Sources

Holt, Ingram & Jarman 1985 Birmingham Wills and Inventories 1551-1600 - Birmingham University Department of Extra-Mural Studies

Selection of transcribed wills and inventories of the rich and poor with a very useful glossary.

Turnpikes

C G Harper 1902 The Holyhead Road

Two volumes of detailed fairly chatty description of the road including its route through Birmingham at the end of Volume 1 and beginning of Volume 2. Includes some background to Birmingham history.

BACK to Bibliography Subjects
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War

Terry Carter 1997 Birmingham Pals
Tells of the raising and the war history of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Birmingham Battalions raised for Kitchener’s New Army in September 1914.
Terry Carter Birmingham Pals: 14th, 15th & 16th (Service) Battalions of the Royal Warwickshire Regiment 
During World War 1 new army units were raised from working-class neighbourhoods of the industrial cities; they were known as the 'Pals' battalions. Made up of friends, relatives and neighbours they suffered fearfully at the front, but the survivors maintained strong ties with each other for the rest of their lives. 264 pp, illustrated 

War

Carl Chinn 1996 Brum Undaunted: Birmingham During the Blitz

A unique combination of academic thoroughness and popular history with a very strong emphasis on oral and written contributions by people who were there. 143 pp 98 photographs.

War

J P Lethbridge 1993 Birmingham in the First World War

J P Lethbridge 1993 More About Birmingham in the First World War

Watermills

Booth Warwickshire Watermills

Watermills

Douglas Dilworth 1976 The Tame Mills of Staffordshire

Watermills

John Morris Jones  Watermills of the Cole Valley

Watermills

John Morris Jones 1963 Local Rivers As Sources Of Power From the Proceedings of the Birmingham Natural History and Philosophical Society Volume 20 1963 No.2

Windmills

Joseph McKenna 1986 Windmills of Birmingham and the Black Country

Details all known windmills and the little that is known about them. Sketches and some photographs, full references given.

Windmills

Wilfred A Seaby & Arthur C Smith 1977 Windmills in Warwickshire: a Contemporary Survey

Women/ Work

Carl Chinn 1988 They Worked all their Lives: Women of the Urban Poor in England 1880-1939

Focuses especially on Victorian Sparkbrook; a unique combination of academic thoroughness and popular history with a very strong emphasis on oral and written contributions by people who were there.

Women/ Work

Margaret D Green Birmingham Women

A book charting the changing status of women in society from the largely domestic role before World War 1 through the necessity of women working in traditionally male occupations during that war.


Work

Carl Chinn Birmingham: the Great Working City
A thoroughly academic and thoroughly popular history tracing the origins of Birmingham’s industrial development to the present looking at the great variety of trades. Includes contemporary quotes and contributions by people who were there. A good section on immigration to Birmingham. Altogether an excellent book. Many many illustrations. Bibliography. Published by Birmingham Library Services.

Work

ed Anthony Wright and Richard Shackleton 1983 Essays in Birmingham Labour History

Set of essays written by a Birmingham University extra-mural class including working women, child labour, labour movement. Full references.
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Find Birmingham placenames and articles on Birmingham by subject below:

 A   B   C   D   E   F   G   H   I   J   K   L   M 
 N   O   P  Q  R   S   T   U   V   W  X  Y  Z

Abbreviations:

BH 

The Birmingham Historian

MH 

Midland History

TBWAS 
Transactions of the Birmingham & Warwickshire Archaeological Society

UBHJ 
University of Birmingham Historical Journal

TSSAHS
Transactions of the South Staffordshire Archaeological & Historical Society

VCH Wa4 
Victoria County History of Warwickshire Vol 4

VCH Wa7 
Victoria County History of Warwickshire Vol 7 Birmingham

VCH Wo3 
Victoria County History of Worcestershire Vol 3

WMA 
West Midlands Archaeology

WMS 
West Midlands Studies

All articles refer to Birmingham unless otherwise stated. Articles are listed by district where possible. Numbers are volume numbers.

A - Periodicals Index
Acocks Green Broomhall VCH Wo3

Acocks Green Foxhollies Hall/ Fox Hollies Hall VCH Wo3

Acocks Green TBWAS 51

Acocks Green, Fieldhouse Farm Yardley Road WMA 21

agriculture during Napoleonic War, Warwickshire TBWAS 68

agriculture VCH Wa7

Aldridge neolithic flints TBWAS 73

Anacreonotic Society TBWAS 63

ancient monuments, Warwickshire & Staffordshire TBWAS 68

Anglo-Saxon Birmingham MH 25

archaeological chance finds, Birmingham Museum TBWAS 82 87

Arden, Forest of, historical geography TBWAS 56

Arden, Forest of, woodland economy of later Middle Ages MH 18

Arden, medieval Forest of MH 18

artisans, Victorian & culture UBHJ 4

Aston Church TBWAS 3

Aston Church, Arden family tomb TBWAS 64

Aston Church, Thomas Holte brass TBWAS 54

Aston Cross clock BH 8 9 11

Aston Hall excavation TBWAS 68

Aston Lower Grounds BH 11

Aston Villa BH 11

Aston, Domesday Book TBWAS 10

atom bomb MH 27

Attwood, Thomas BH 8

Austin Village BH 15
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back-to-backs Inge Street BH 18

Barton, Mrs G A, early photographer BH 10

Baskerville, John TBWAS 18

Bedlam Wood BH 8

bibliography of Birmingham books and newspaper articles - all volumes of BH

bibliography of theses on West Midlands since 1800 WMS 15

Birmingham 1800 TBWAS 15

Birmingham 1889 BH 5

Birmingham Daily Gazette WMS 13

Birmingham History, Reference Library materials TBWAS 66

Birmingham manor, 1553 Survey TBWAS 14

Birmingham Manor House & Rectory, letters 1704/ 1713 UBHJ 5

Birmingham Manor House moat TBWAS 89

Birmingham men, famous 1482 TBWAS 1

Birmingham moat archaeological finds TBWAS 67

Birmingham Post & Anglo-German relations 1933-35 UBHJ 11

Birmingham Priory stone TBWAS 48

Birmingham views TBWAS 9 36 54 59 63

Birmingham, Domesday Book TBWAS 10

Birmingham, growth of VCH Wa7

Birmingham-Worcester canal UBHJ 5

Blakesley Hall tumulus TBWAS 52

books TBWAS 11 23

Bordesley, Dowell’s Retreat, Warner Street TBWAS 65

Boulton & Fothergill UBHJ 7

Boulton before Watt MH 9

Boulton, Matthew & wives BH 13

Boulton, Matthew TBWAS 2 75 86

Bournville, Bronze Age burnt mounds WMA 24

boxing BH 15

Bradford Street No.178 BH 1

bread making BH 17

Bright, John BH 7

building societies TBWAS 2

burnt mounds WMA 25

buttons
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Camp Hill Ravenhurst TBWAS 55

canal carriers, West Midlands BH 11

Castle Bromwich area WMA 19

Castle Bromwich castle WMA 12

Castle Bromwich church TBWAS 19

Castle Bromwich church VCH Wa4

Castle Bromwich Hall brickmakers’ tally marks TBWAS 95

Castle Bromwich Hall gardens BH 4 5

Castle Bromwich Hall gardens TBWAS 97

Castle Bromwich Hall gardens WMA 32 33 34 35 36

Castle Bromwich Hall VCH Wa4

Castle Bromwich manor VCH Wa4

Castle Bromwich Park Hall moat WMA 19 22

Castle Bromwich toll gate TBWAS 68

Castle Bromwich wheelwrights BH 6

Chamberlain Memorial Tower Birmingham University UBHJ 4

charities VCH Wa7

Chelmsley Wood area WMA 19

chimney pieces 18th century TBWAS 57

church plate in Birmingham diocese TBWAS 81

churches, Anglican VCH Wa7

City Centre High Street naval cannon TBWAS 65

City Centre Ladywell TBWAS 27

City Centre New Street TBWAS 40

civic gospel & women 1870-1914 MH 25

Civil War letters TBWAS 4

cloth markets in medieval Warwickshire TBWAS 66

coat-of-arms VCH Wa7

Cofton Hackett VCH Wo3

Coleshill area WMA 19

Coleshill Roman villa/ temple WMA 21 22 23

communications VCH Wa7

Co-op BH 12

Cumberland Works Park Street BH 2
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Dawson, George BHH 5

Deritend Bridge TBWAS 42

Deritend excavation TBWAS 73

Deritend Heath Mill 1533 document TBWAS 52

Deritend WMA 27

dialect BH 4

Digbeth Old Crown WMA 19

directories TBWAS 58

dog shows BH 15

Duddeston Hall BH 8

Dudley Road Hospital BH 1

Dugdale, William & Aston Hall UBHJ 5

Dugdale, William & the Civil War TBWAS 86
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early documents TBWAS 14 18 55

Edgbaston church TBWAS 47

Edgbaston survey 1701 TBWAS 39

Edgbaston TBWAS 39

Edgbaston, Domesday Book TBWAS 10

electricity municipalisation WMS 13

Elkington’s BH 17

Elmdon St Nicholas’ Church VCH Wa4

Elmdon VCH Wa4

enclosures TBWAS 41 65

Erdington Civil War hoard TBWAS
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families, old TBWAS 12

Fire, Great Fire of Birmingham TBWAS 88

Frankley Hall VCH Wo3

Frankley St Leonard’s church VCH Wo3

Frankley VCH Wo3

G - Periodicals Index

gas works, earliest BH 12

General Strike 1926 MH 2:4

gilds/ guilds TBWAS 13 18

Gravelly Hill dwarf holes TBWAS 49

Great Barr & Sutton Coldfield early earthworks TBWAS 32

Great Barr and Aldridge TSSAHS 20

Great Barr Hall BH 2

Great Barr Roman phalera TBWAS 60

Greethurst manor VCH Wo3

gun making, Napoleonic Wars BH 15
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Hall Green church BH 1

Hall Green church VCH Wo3

Hall Green Hall VCH Wo3

Hall Green VCH Wo3

Hall, Rev Thomas of Kings Norton TBWAS 14

Hamper, William TBWAS 23 46 68

Handsworth 1835 TBWAS 56

Handsworth Bridge Trust TBWAS 42

Handsworth Church TBWAS 7

Handsworth Soho House WMA 33

Harborne Field House Harborne Park Road WMA 22

Harborne Greenfield House BH 1

Harborne nail making BH 2

Harborne St Peter’s church excavation WMA 25

Harrison, Percy, impresario BH 18

Hatherton, Lord, 19th-century philanthropist BH 18

Hawkesley VCH Wo3

Hazelwell manor VCH Wo3

Henshaw, F H, painter BH 5

heraldry TBWAS 10

high-status neighbourhoods WMS 9

Hockley back-to-backs, Great Hampton Row BH 12

Hockley Black Patch BH 16

Hodge Hill hoarstone TBWAS 52

Hodge Hill, Castle Bromwich VCH Wa4

houses and occupants 18th-century including Baskerville, Boulton, Hutton, Murdock, Priestley, Watt TBWAS 56

houses, old TBWAS 2

Hutton, William TBWAS 62 64

Hutton’s Windmill TBWAS 88
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Abbreviations:

BH 

The Birmingham Historian

MH 

Midland History

TBWAS 
Transactions of the Birmingham & Warwickshire Archaeological Society

UBHJ 

University of Birmingham Historical Journal

TSSAHS
Transactions of the South Staffordshire Archaeological & Historical Society

VCH Wa4 
Victoria County History of Warwickshire Vol 4

VCH Wa7 
Victoria County History of Warwickshire Vol 7 Birmingham

VCH Wo3 
Victoria County History of Worcestershire Vol 3

WMA 

West Midlands Archaeology

WMS 

West Midlands Studies
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Websites

There is an increasing amount of information available from a host of websites. Where I have referred to websites I have said so in the text, but I have not usually given the website address. It is my experience that addresses change so frequently (including this one!) that they are of limited use. I recommend using your search engine to trace sites.

All website addresses were correct at the time of going to press - see  CURRENT VERSION.

Birmingham City Council www.birmingham.gov.uk The City Council's large official website, formerly Birmingham Assist, which has a lot of local history and heritage material of its own and also many links to other history websites.

Birmingham Grid for Learning www.bgfl.org is Birmingham Education Department’s site which includes this present document. There are many history links and the most of the collected works of John Morris Jones.

Birmingham Heritage www.birminghamheritage.org.uk compiled by a voluntary association of public and private groups and individuals interested in the heritage of Birmingham and its surroundings. Details of sites to visit in and around Birmingham.

Birmingham & Warwickshire Archaeological Society www.bwas.org.uk Founded in 1870 the society promotes the study of archaeology and history in Birmingham, Warwickshire and West Midlands County by the investigation, preservation and restoration of local antiquities and historic buildings and by the publication of these activities in its Transactions. Particularly interesting are the reports of the Field Group’s studies of Barston and East Sutton.

Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs www.defra.gov.uk/erdp/docs/wmchapter/wmcontentsindex has an good overview of the West Midlands counties with sections on topography, geology, climate, land use, population, environment, landscape, plant and wild-life, history, culture, air, soil and water.

Domesday Book On-line www.domesdaybook.co.uk
Heart of England www.cv81pl.freeserve.co.uk  John Webb’s website is about Warwickshire excluding Birmingham. It contains a good précis of the geological history of the area accessible from the home page menu.

Hutton, William www.geocities.com/Nashville/Opry/2848/hutton/riots This site is eventually intended to contain all Hutton’s published work. It has his Narrative of the Birmingham Riots but not yet his History of Birmingham.
Pubs & Breweries of the Midlands Past and Present www.midlandspubs.co.uk gives historical information on pubs.

University of Birmingham www.bham.ac.uk
Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit www.arch-ant.bham.ac.uk/bufau BUFAU is one of the leading independent archaeological contractors in the country.

University of Birmingham Institute of Archaeology & Antiquity 
www.arch-ant.bham.ac.uk/wmrrfa/" 

www.arch-ant.bham.ac.uk/wmrrfa
 which includes the Shotton Project investigating the Ice Age Midlands.

University of Birmingham Ironbridge Institute www.ironbridge.bham.ac.uk Heritage Management and Industrial Archaeology

University of Birmingham School of Geography, Earth & Environmental Sciences GEES www.gees.bham.ac.uk
University of Birmingham School of Geography, Earth & Environmental Sciences Lapworth Museum www.gees.bham.ac.uk/collections/museum
University of Birmingham School of Historical Studies Departments of Medieval and Modern History www.history.bham.ac.uk
Roman Britain www.roman-britain.org, an excellent site by Kevan W White giving details of all Roman sites, including Metchley. Lots of background information and comprehensive extraxcts from Roman authors concerning Britain.

Vintage Trains www.vintagetrains.co.uk runs steam trains on the national railway system to places of interest.  The regular summer steam train service is the Shakespeare Express.  Locomotives are based at Tyseley Locomotive Works, Birmingham. The website give details and also describes the other activities of the Birmingham Railway Museum Trust.

Virtual Brum www.virtualbrum.co.uk  is an excellent though unofficial independent Birmingham UK website constructed owned and maintained by Peter Gamble.

Also

Acocks Green Local History Society

Aston University

Birmingham & District Local History Association

Birmingham & Midland Institute, BMI

Birmingham & Midland Society for Genealogy & Heraldry

British Bus Archives

Castle Bromwich Hall Gardens

Castle Vale - Jeff Bateman

Co-op History Group

Dugdale Society

Gillott - Pen Manufactory

Save Handsworth Park

Jewry, Birmingham and Midland, article by Arthur Chesses

Moseley School

Proof House

Pub and Beer Guide, Midlands

Quinton Local History Society - Bernard J Taylor

Roman Roads Project, Birmingham, Peter Leather

St Edburgha Yardley

St Martin-in-the-Bull Ring

St Mary RC Church Harborne

St Mary & St Margaret Castle Bromwich

St Mary Moseley

Smethwick Local History Society

Soho Foundry and Museum, Avery Berkell

Solihull Archaeological Group

Titanica, Encyclopedia

Victorian Society

Wythall History Society
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BSMR    

The BIRMINGHAM SITES & MONUMENTS RECORD
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The BSMR, the Birmingham Sites and Monuments Record, is a computer database kept by the Birmingham City Planning Archaeologist; it is open to public access. Its purpose is to ensure the investigation and appropriate preservation of historic sites and buildings faced with development.

For each archaeological find, site or building the BSMR gives details, original sources of information and bibliography, street locations and Ordnance Survey grid references. Some items have extensive information, others are very short, but the original sources are always given which enable further investigation. The BSMR is continually updated.

All statutorily Listed Buildings are to be found in the BSMR. The BSMR also contains buildings that do not have national recognition, but are worthy of local interest. Birmingham Department of Planning & Architecture can supply a Consolidated Cumulative List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historical Interest as well as the Index to the Local List of Buildings, Structures and Features of Architectural, Archaeological or Historic Interest. These are only lists but they give precise locations of buildings.

Grade I buildings are of exceptional architectural or historical interest in a national context.

Grade II* buildings are important buildings of more than special architectural or historical interest.

Grade II buildings are of special interest.

Grade A locally listed buildings are buildings of national quality but not yet listed.

Grade B are buildings important in the local historical or architectural context.

Grade C are buildings of local historical interest.

A Conservation Area covers a group of important buildings and may well include other properties.

DISCLAIMER The fact that I cite a building as Listed in this document or state that a building or that street falls within a Conservation Area must not be taken as infallible; I do my best, but I DO MAKE MISTAKES!. Furthermore, the status of buildings changes from time to time, as does the extent of conservation areas. Therefore, readers are advised to contact The Director, City of Birmingham Department of Planning & Architecture Conservation Group at Alpha Tower (address as below) for the correct and current legal status of sites and buildings.

The City Planning Archaeologist will discuss the provision of BSMR information.

Contact during office hours on 0121-303 3161;

or by post:

City Planning Archaeologist

Birmingham City Council Department of Planning and Architecture
Alpha Tower

PO Box 28

Suffolk Street Queensway

Birmingham B1 1TU

FEEDBACK
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Contact the author
by email:  bill.dargue@bgfl.org
FEEDBACK
Although this document is written initially for use by teachers, I am delighted that anyone should want to use it. I well know that the bulk of local history expertise and knowledge lies outside the teaching profession. I am very keen, therefore, to hear from any reader who would like to help make this document an accurate and thorough work of real value to local teachers and children, and indeed anyone interested in our local history.

If you find mistakes large or small, and there must be very many, or if you know something that I haven’t included, and there must be much, - please do let me know. I want to include as many sites and buildings as possible; I want to flesh out entries which are thinner than they should be; and I am keen to give precise locations of buildings and sites. The information here is heavily dependent on the Birmingham Sites & Monuments Record which itself owes much to the Consolidated Cumulative List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest and to the Local List of Buildings, Structures and Features of Architectural, Archaeological or Historic Interest. There must be buildings or sites known to readers which are not in these lists, perhaps through oversight, perhaps because they have been too radically altered to be included; I am keen to hear about them. I am also well aware that residents are sensitive about which Birmingham district they live in; if I have wrongly attributed your street, please tell me.

There is no doubt too that the information here is geographically patchy: where researchers such as Skipp or Jones have been at work there is a large amount of precise and detailed local information available, but this is not so for all parts of Birmingham. The document is also inevitably lopsided according to my own interests: but it is weak on information about people; there’s not a lot on science and invention, little on the Lunar Society, for example; not much about the Civic Gospel and the development of local government, for instance. If you can fill gaps, please do. Please quote sources where possible. If your contribution is included I promise full acknowledgement.

I am also happy to consider articles for inclusion, on the following basis:

- Work must be concise and address the purposes set out in the INTRODUCTION;

- I retain editorial control of contributions, generally in the cause of conciseness, but in consultation with the author;

- Authors will be fully acknowledged and their work clearly attributed;

- Authors retain the copyright of their work, but on the basis that it forms part of this free educational resource which may be copied from this document by others in whole or in part for educational purposes, though not for profit. See COPYRIGHT.
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 Thanks to the ever-enthusiastic Val Hart at St Paul’s Ventures who knows more about Balsall Heath than anyone.
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See also Websites and BIBLIOGRAPHY.
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AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

William Edwin Dargue

I was born in 1947 and brought up in Southport, Lancashire now Merseyside; my paternal family originates from Dufton near Appleby-in-Westmoreland. I attended Linaker Street County Primary School and KGV, King George V Grammar School Southport.

Having trained as a teacher at St Peter’s College of Education Saltley Birmingham 1965-1968, I was captured by a native, Joan Mary Kennedy, and have lived and worked in Birmingham ever since. I have worked at Shirestone Primary School Tile Cross, St Andrews Primary School Bordesley, with Birmingham Educational Computing Centre, and I served a long term as deputy head of Heath Mount Primary School Balsall Heath. I am currently training on the job as a Reading Recovery teacher at Chandos School. 

In 1975 I completed an Open University BA in Humanities and Education, and in 1998 a part-time MA in West Midlands Local History at Birmingham University. I have also written two primary school assembly books, Assembly Stories from Around the World 1983 Oxford University Press and Heroes of the Faiths 1985 OUP. 
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Permission to reproduce the material here has been kindly given by the authors, who nonetheless retain the copyright of their work. They have, however, agreed that their material forms part of this free educational resource which may be copied by others in whole or in part for educational purposes, though not for profit. The source must be acknowledged. See COPYRIGHT.
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The Civil War around Birmingham 1642-1646
contributed by James M Hyland

July 2001
"Roundheads right but repulsive " " Cavaliers wrong but romantic"

 - quote from W C Sellars & R J Yeatman c1930 1066 and All That.

Orange scarves for Parliament, red scarves Royalist.

August 1642

Charles I unsuccessfully besieged Coventry and moved off to Nottingham. He left a garrison at Kenilworth Castle. Parliamentary troops from Coventry and Warwick moved on Kenilworth Castle and Charles I was forced to move his troops to Tamworth.

August 1642

The Battle of Curdworth Bridge Lichfield Road/ Marsh Lane Curdworth B46.

Sir Richard Willys (cavalier/Royalist) sent to escort 2 troops of horse, one of dragoons, 500 footsoldiers and baggage from Kenilworth Castle to Tamworth Castle. The Royalists left Kenilworth travelling via Berkswell, Meriden, Packington and Coleshill, Warwickshire.

1200 Parliamentary troops plus Birmingham men tried to head off the Royalists via Fillongley, Maxstoke and Coleshill. Willys formed his men in battle formation north of Curdworth Bridge. He attacked the Parliamentarians who were hemmed in by boggy ground south of the bridge. The Parliamentarians retreated and Willys moved on to Tamworth Castle.

20 men were killed and buried by the south wall of the chancel of Curdworth Church.

17th October 1642

Charles I marched towards Birmingham,

17th October 1642

The Battle of Kings Norton. Prince Rupert the king's nephew marched from Stourbridge to Solihull to meet Charles.

A Parliamentary group under Lord Willoughby of Parham (88 horsemen and footsoldiers) on the way to Worcester surprised Rupert's men (300 foot and nine troops of horse) resting on Kings Norton Green; a skirmish took place. 50 cavaliers killed, 20 taken prisoner and 20 Parliamentary forces killed.

18th October 1642

The records of Parliament report the skirmish at Kings Norton Worcestershire south of Birmingham.

18th October 1642

King Charles stayed at Aston Hall with Sir Thomas Holte.

Charles army plundered Birmingham while passing through. There was some looting and Charles had two captains hung for this. Birmingham was an important source of weapons giving the Parliamentarians 15,000 swords and the Royalists none. In revenge Charles’ baggage train was captured in the manor.

18th October 1642

A clash occurred at Hawkesley Farm the day after the skirmish at Kings Norton.

19th October 1642

The royal baggage train was taken to Warwick Castle by Parliamentarians. Captured troops were sent to St John’s Church Coventry.

19th October 1642

King Charles allegedly addressed recruits at a clump of trees later known as the Kingstanding, north of Birmingham.

3rd April 1643 Easter Monday am.

The Battle of Birmingham

Prince Rupert known as "Prince Robber Duke of Plunderland' approached Birmingham with 2000 men and asked for lodgings; he was refused. He promised no reprisals for the previous years baggage train robbery but he was not believed. Rupert's German mercenary dragoons were not trusted. Rupert made his headquarters at the Ship Inn. His men camped at Kemp's Hill now Camp Hill. (The Ship Inn was demolished in 1974.)

The Parliamentarians only had 200 muskets and 140 musketeers from Lichfield, no artillery and no fortifications. They tried to barricade Deritend High Street near the River Rea. Two Royalist dragoon charges were repulsed. The Royalists led by the Earl of Denbigh outflanked the barricades to the south, forded the Rea and came up Lower Mill Street and High Street Deritend, past the Old Crown Inn (still exists) and the Golden Lion (still exists but moved, now in Cannon Hill Park) - a skeleton complete with Civil War helmet is supposed to have been found here in 1815.

3rd April 1643 pm.

A group of Parliamentary horsemen led by captain Richard Graves (Grevis/Greves) squire of Kings Norton /Moseley of Moseley Hall were chased by Royalists towards Cape Hill Smethwick Staffordshire.

(Graves was in 1646 the gaoler of Charles I at Holmby House, Northamptonshire and was then a colonel, but he was suspected of being a Royalist sympathiser and fled to France to join Charles II in exile.)

Robert Porter the owner of Birmingham's Town Mill rode with Graves. The Earl of Denbigh in his 60s who had led the charge at Deritend earlier in the day, was wounded by a Parliamentary officer allegedly Captain Graves whom he was chasing along Shireland Lane (now Shireland Road) near Cape Hill. Denbigh died on 8th April 1643. He was a favourite of Prince Rupert who, it is claimed, then ordered the burning of Birmingham as a reprisal. According to Hutton 1782, the fire was started at No.12 Bull Street. But as the town was fired on the 4th April four days before Denbigh died this is unlikely. This act was used as propaganda by the Parliamentarians.1/3 of houses were burnt (80); some sources say immediately, but probably next day. There were approximately 5300 residents in Birmingham.

4th April 1643

Robert Porter's Town Mill, Lower Mill Street, which made 15,000 swords for Parliament was pulled down by Royalists possibly because of the earlier wounding of Denbigh.

10th July 1643

Queen Henrietta Maria, Charles I’s wife marched from Walsall to Kings Norton and stayed at The Saracen's Head (still exists) on The Green at Kings Norton. She had an escort of cavaliers, 3000 horsemen and 30 companies of foot soldiers. They camped by the River Rea, the area is still called The Camp and Camp Lane.

11th July 1643

Henrietta Maria met up Prince Rupert at Stratford-on-Avon.

28th August 1643

Sir Thomas Holte's son Edward died of the plague while working for the king at Oxford.

18th December 1643

Thomas Holte of Aston Hall borrowed 40 musketeers from Colonel Leveson of Dudley Castle.

26th December 1643

1200 Parliamentary supporters from Birmingham attacked Aston Hall held by Sir Thomas Holte a Royalist. Royalist musketeers could not compete with Parliamentary artillery. (Aston Hall was restored after Charles II restoration in 1660.)

28th December 1643

After a 3 day siege against artillery Holte had to surrender. He was imprisoned and the house plundered. 12 cavaliers were killed and 60 roundheads. Five soldiers were buried in Aston churchyard according to church records. Aston Hall has Civil War damage from cannonball still evident.

April 1644

Prince Rupert and Prince Maurice, Rupert's brother, the king's nephews, stole as many sheep and cattle as they could from Birmingham, probably when Colonel Fox was at Hawkesley. 1644 pillage by Royalist troops from Dudley Castle and Lichfield.

April 1644

Parliamentary troops from Edgbaston Hall under Colonel Fox besieged Hawkesley Farm and drove out the owner Mr Middlemore, a Royalist. Thomas Fox was Fox was the self-appointed colonel of Parliamentary irregulars and known as "Tinker " Fox because his father was a Walsall tinker, and sometimes as "the jovial tinker ", ironically, as he rarely smiled.

Fox desecrated Edgbaston parish church and built fortifications in the hall grounds. The lead from the church roof was melted down to make bullets. Roof timbers and stone were used to barricade the hall.

He also fortified Hazelwell Hall in Stirchley (Strutley), before the 18th-century turnpike this was on the main route from Birmingham to south and west.

From Edgbaston Hall Fox’s troops sallied forth and captured Bewdley, took Stourton Castle but was repulsed by a large Royalist force under Colonel Gerard from Worcester.

From October 1643 until April 1645 £2544 18s was spent on the garrison. Fox was accused of profiteering from the war. Porter, the tenant of Edgbaston manor, reported Fox for profiteering and was awarded the manor from Fox. A newer house built 1718 stands on the site on Edgbaston golf course.

January 1645

Further Royalist pillage by 400 cavaliers from Dudley Castle led by Sgt. Major Henningham.

Prince Rupert arrived to besiege the Parliamentarians in Hawkesley Farm. The next day Charles I arrived with more soldiers. The Parliamentarians surrendered and the house was pillaged and gutted. (Hawkesley Farm Longbridge was rebuilt 1654.)

There have been find of ammunition in neighbouring fields. There are fragments of a moat, excavations in 1957/58 revealed a large barn-like building. Hawkesley Farm Longbridge - this should not be confused with Hawkesley Hall in West Heath.

17th May 1645

The destruction of Lyttleton's house at Frankley by Prince Rupert to stop it falling into Parliamentary hands. The house was opposite the present Westminster farmhouse. The platform can still be seen, and a moat is marked on map.

Rupert moved on via (allegedly) Cannon Hill to Naseby.

14th June 1645

The Battle of Naseby

1648 Scottish Royalists commit further pillage but are defeated at Warwick.

Media

Maps of Birmingham/Edgbaston/ West Midlands in Civil War

Book D.R. Guttery The Great Civil War in Midland Parishes

Book Civil Strife in the Midlands R E .Sherwood

Floor 6 Birmingham Reference Library 942.06:

Pamphlet 1 showing Prince Rupert and his dog "Boy" which was killed at the Battle of Marston Moor, Birmingham burns in background, but is geographically incorrect as Daventry is east of Birmingham not west.

Pamphlet 2 is a Parliamentary propaganda sheet produced 10 days after the Birmingham skirmish - it quotes 80 houses destroyed.


Locations

Curdworth Bridge

Kings Norton Green (site of skirmish)

Ship Inn Camp Hill (demolished)

High Street Deritend where the old bridge was

The Old Crown inn and the Golden Lion

Mill Lane Deritend (Town Mill site)

View up towards Digbeth

St Martins, Bull Ring

Civil War mosaic Colmore Circus (near 12 Bull Street, seat of fire started by Royalists)

Shireland Lane Cape Hill Smethwick, site of skirmish and Denbigh's fatal wounding

Saracens Head Kings Norton (Queen Henrietta Maria slept here)

Camp Lane Kings Norton (site of Royalist camp) The Camp pub

Aston Hall exterior

Aston Hall main staircase

Aston churchyard

Edgbaston Hall

Edgbaston church

Bewdley Bridge

Stourton Castle

Hawkesley House Longbridge (site of two sieges)
Cofton Hall (site of old hall)

Frankley Hall, site of

Frankley church

Cannon Hill Edgbaston

Saltley Hall, site of

Rupert Street Nechells

Prince Rupert pub Nechells

Cromwell Lane Bartley Green
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The Selly Oak

contributed by James M Hyland

December 2000

ITS NO OAK

There had been several attempts to remove the oak tree that had stood near the junction of Oak Tree Lane for as long as anyone could remember and a further attempt in 1894 led to a stirring of an early environmental feeling and it was retained. A contemporary ballad lamented-

Down at Selly,

Splendid joke;

Bout an Oak Tree-

‘Sarah’s’ Oak.

Peaceful folk

Of Selly Oak,

Would preserve it -

Same Old Oak.

Northfield Highway

Board so gay,

Would uproot it -

In their way.

Men of Selly

Oak say ‘No,’

Tree won’t part with,

Here’s a ‘go’

Good on Selly,

Good old Oak,

Good old Northfield,

Splendid joke!

‘Selly Oak’s Oak’

Little did the balladeer know that big brother, Northfield Highway Board would soon be dwarfed by Birmingham City Council’s Highways Department. Perhaps it’s better the devil you know!

The area of Selly Oak has a long history since at least Roman times. Its borders were probably Merritts Brook and the River Bourn plus Ryknild Street (the old Roman road, later named Icknield Street of which Ryknild was a corruption, it linked the Fosse Way and Watling Street). Rivers were handy boundaries as they were difficult to move or hide. The areas mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1085, as ‘Escelie or Eschelli’. It was owned by Fitz Ansculf who lived in Dudley Castle. The entry says ‘Held of William by Fitz Ansculf and held by Wilbert. Wulferine had held it, Comprised 4 hides and held Berewick at Berchelei (Bartley) Worth 60/-‘.

There is no mention of common waste or woodland so we can surmise that Escelie was mostly arable land surrounded by wooded areas such as Weoh-lea (Weoley) ‘the clearing in which there is a temple’. A hide is an area of land that can be cultivated by a plough drawn by a team of 8 oxen, roughly 120 acres. ‘Worth 60/-‘(sixty shillings or £3.00) was the taxable value of the manor to the King, King William the Conqueror (Known as William the Bastard, Duke of Normandy, the illegitimate son of an earlier Duke until he conquered Saxon England). William FitzAnsculf had overall ownership under a fee of service to the King, i.e. he had to fight for the monarch and Wilbert, a Norman, managed the manor for him, he as Bailiff or Steward also had a fee of service to Fitz Ansculf. Wulferine or Ulwin was the Saxon who held the manor before the Norman Conquest, he had also owned the Manor of Birmingham. Wulferine had wanted his land to go to his wife and on her death to the Church. Unfortunately William the Conqueror had other ideas. Virtually all Saxon lords were replaced by William’s Norman friends in gratitude for supporting his English expedition and as the means of overawing the Saxon population. A good analogy would be the U.S. cavalry in their forts surrounded by the dispossessed and angry Native American peoples.

There are many theories how Selly Oak received its name, they range from ‘salt ley’ or saltway through the meadow because of salt traffic from Droitwich to the North Sea :to ‘Sele leage’ or clearing with a hall on it or a clearing on a shelf of land. Others claim that it results from the Saxon word ‘ley’ meaning clearing in the forest, because of its position in the Forest of Arden. Some later sources claim that the name refers to Sarah’s oak (later Sally’s oak) after a local witch who was either-hanged from it or was buried under it with an oak stake through her heart, which later it was claimed grew into an oak tree. It has been claimed that the name refers to a sacred oak of the Druids. A more likely explanation is that the Saxon name of Eschelli or Eschilli became corrupted to Selly. When the tithing (consisting of ten farmsteads, a tithe was also a form of church tax of 10%) was given certain judiciary powers in the 14th century it would have been called a soke hence Selly Soke or Sellys Oak. Gervaise de Barnack, a Norman, took over the Manor in 1166 and took the name de Selly (of Selly). A descendant, Geoffrey de Selly was given a pension of £40 by Edward II for service at the Battle of Stirling in 1297. It is claimed that the Duke of Richmond, King Henry VII to be, passed through the area on his way to the Battle of Bosworth in 1485. The name Selly Oak predates the local oak tree by some years but there may have been an earlier example. The 'Oak' part of the name is found in two canal survey maps of the 1790s although one does call It Sally Oak The oak tree itself was planted in the grounds of Selly Oak House around 1830, possibly to celebrate the coronation of King William IV in that year by John Rodway, who bought the house in 1822 and sold it in 1833. Interestingly it was another John Rodway, his grandson who in 1864 sold Selly Hall in Selly Park to the Catholic Church as a convent. An oak tree is marked on an 1841 tithe map of the area.

Some historians think that Oak Tree Lane is a remnant of the Roman. Ryknield or Ryknild Street. Others surmise that it was an Ancient British trackway leading to Metchley, later developed by the Romans, who had a 14½ acre camp at Metchley that could house 1500 men. It is known that the oak tree was located on the comer of Oak Tree Lane and Bristol Road at a site called Oak Tree Place, a blue Victorian sign (1880) is still attached to a shop on the north side of Oak Tree Lane. The tree was damaged by the construction of houses nearby, now used as shops, which damaged the roots resulting in changing the tree Into a stag oak. It is possible to exactly locate the missing tree by the difference in roof levels on contemporary photographs. By May 1909, the state of the tree, fears about its safety, its lopped branches and the demands of road traffic and pedestrians led to its removal around the 21st of May. The stump was then saved and removed to Selly Oak Park. A brass plaque recorded that it had been put there by Kings Norton and Northfield Urban District Council.

Selly Oak did not become part of Birmingham until 1911. The plaque read ‘Butt of Old Oak Tree from which the name of Selly Oak was derived. Removed from Oak Tree Lane, Selly Oak 1909’ By 1976 it was reported that the stump was mostly rotten, but in 2000 the remains of stump and plaque can still be found, covered in Ivy. A contemporary photograph shows a replacement tree alongside the stag oak but this seems to have disappeared also. A lime tree was planted near the site of the original oak tree in the 1950s. A pub called The Oak Inn, an M&B house stood opposite the tree. The licensee was ‘Hawkeye Lewis’, a Warwickshire and England cricketer. It was knocked down and replaced by a newer pub called The Great Oak in the 1980s, which has in turn been demolished to make way for a Sainsbury’s car park. There was a marble horse trough available outside the Oak Inn until 1924. In 1931 Mary’s School stood opposite; before this it was the site of a farm. The tree originally stood near a small village green that was surrounded by railings, the green was not featured on a map of 1849. The railings can be seen in a photograph of around 1910. Soon after the site of the small village green became an underground public convenience. These conveniences were removed when the junction was widened in the 1980s and new ones built on the opposite side of Bristol Road. A large green cast iron breather column still towers over the middle of Oak Tree Lane. It was manufactured by Macfarlane of Glasgow. It seems strange that they went so far to purchase one when Birmingham had such a metal working tradition but perhaps not in the cast iron field. A new oak tree was planted this year outside Blockbuster on Oak Tree Lane, a plaque notes that it is a replacement for the old oak but does not repeat the canard that the area is named after its predecessors.

Sources

Frank W Leonard 1933 Selly Oak Birmingham

G Dowling, B D Giles, C Hayfield 1987 Selly Oak Past and Present Kingate Press Birmingham

P H Thomas The Story of Selly Oak Typescript Selly Oak Library
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by Clinton Davies, contributed May 2001, and Bill Dargue
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Streetnames

This Gazetteer of street names was started by Clinton Davies and continued by Bill Dargue initially using information from Vivian Bird 1970 Portrait of Birmingham, Vivian Bird 1991 Streetwise, Joseph McKenna 1986 Birmingham Street Names, and anything by John Morris Jones.

Within the main entries there are references to other street names - eg. Oak Tree Lane is listed under Selly Oak Road. So if the name you want to find does not appear alphabetically, start from here and run a search. Entries may also have fuller references elsewhere in the text. Run a search. (For easier searching, apostrophes are omitted in names eg. Kings Heath, except in church names eg. St Martin’s.)
Many streets are named from the places they go to - see also the Placenames GAZETTEER.

See also    Georgian suburbs
 

Victorian suburbs 
   

Victorian suburbs GAZETTEER

   

20th-century suburbs
   

20th-century suburbs GAZETTEER
For locations of Birmingham’s pre-urban villages see Anglo-Saxon placenames GAZETTEER.

A - Streetnames

A B Row B4 
A-B = Aston-Birmingham; this 19th-century street stood on the boundary between the boroughs of Aston Manor and Birmingham as they were prior to the Greater Birmingham Act of 1911 when Aston amalgamated with Birmingham.


Adderley Road B8 
The name Adderley derives from local 17th-century landowners whose family name may be originally taken from a placename (or vice versa): possibly Anglo-Saxon Aldred's leage = clearing. A public park, Adderley Park was offered to Birmingham town council 1855 by Charles Bowyer Adderley, Lord Norton, but ignored. Norton opened it himself 1855, it was named Adderley Park 1862 and only in 1865 did the council take it over on a 999-year lease for 5 shillings a year. Edmund Road, Ralph Road, Reginald Road are taken from Adderley family forenames. Arden Road is named after the wife of Sir Charles Adderley, equerry to Charles I, who married Anne Arden of Park Hall 1636. A later Charles Adderley married Mary Bowyer 1703 hence Bowyer Road. Hartopp Road is named after Anna Maria Bowyer who married Charles Clement Adderley 1803 and was to be the mother of Lord Norton. Lord Norton married Julia Leigh 1842 hence Leigh Road. Hams Road is named after Hams Hall, a country house built near Lea Marston by the Adderleys 1780. The building was dismantled after World War 1 by shipping magnate Oswald Harrison and re-erected at Coates near Cirencester where as Bledisloe Lodge, it serves as a student residence of the Royal Agricultural College.

All Saints Street B18 
All Saints Church was consecrated 1833; it was a Rickman & Hutchinson gothic-style church. Originally there were galleries on three sides which were later removed; small spires stood at each corner of the building; these were also later removed. The shallow chancel was added 1881. The church was demolished after 1966. See Churches.
Albany Road B17 
Queen Victoria's 4th son, Leopold was Duke of Albany & Clarence; Clarence Road and Regent Road are nearby.

Albert Road B6 B14 B17 B21 B23 B33 
Many roads are named after Queen Victoria's husband, Prince Albert 1819-1901; they married 1840 and Albert was made Prince Consort 1857. 
Albert Road Stechford B33 was originally a boundary road around the medieval Stichford Field.

Albert Street B5 
Birmingham Station in Curzon Street was built 1838 inconveniently away from the town centre. The planned road into town, Albert Street, named after Queen Victoria’s prince consort was so slow in the building that New Street Station was built first 1852 thus rendering the road unnecessary.

Alcester Street  Alcester Road B13/ B14 B47/ B48/ B98 
The Alcester Turnpike to Spernal Ash 1767 was created as a through route where none had previously existed giving access from the countryside to the market of the booming town of Birmingham. As with all the former-turnpikes it tends still to be known as 'the' Alcester Road. See Turnpikes. 
Alexandra Road B5
This building development in the north-eastern corner of Edgbaston took its name from the Danish Princess Alexandra 1844-1925) who married the Prince of Wales, later King Edward VII in 1863; also Princess Road.

Alma Street B19
Commemorates a Franco-British victory 1854 on the River Alma in the Crimean War against Russia; similarly Inkerman Street after the Battle of Inkerman 1854.

Alwold Road B29

The large-scale municipal estate centred on Castle Square was laid out between World Wars 1 and 2. This street was named after the Anglo-Saxon lord of Northfield manor whose hall was Weoley Castle. See Moated Sites.

Armoury Road B11
Sixteen separate gun firms amalgamated 1862 as the Birmingham Small Arms Company, the BSA, with a large mechanised steam-powered factory at Armoury Road The BSA soon diversified into cycle and motor cycle production. The factory closed 1980 and was demolished after 1983.

Anderton Park Road B13
The Anderton family were important in the area during the 19th century: Rebecca Anderton had St Annes Church Moseley built 1874. See Churches.
Ashleigh Grove B13
This is a 20th-century development on the site of Ashleigh Grange which was probably a 15th-century hall timbered in pad-and-panel style; it was demolished c1930.

Ashted Circus  Ashted Row  Ashted Walk B7
The district of Ashted, a late 18th-century development, was named after Dr John Ash founder of the General Hospital whose estate this was until 1788. His house later became the church of St James the Less 1791. See Churches. The main road through the estate, Ashted Row, running parallel to and north of Great Brook Street, almost disappeared in the redevelopments of the 1960s, though a tiny stretch remains off Nechells Parkway south-west of Ashted Circus. Great Lister Street was named after Sir Lister Holte of Aston Hall who originally leased the land to Dr Ash; Great Brook Street is named after attorney John Brook who bought the lease from Ash; after the latter went bankrupt and the estate was sold and developed for good quality housing.

Aston Brook Street B6
Aston Brook, also known as Hockley Brook and, nearer its source as The Bourn or River Bourn, runs from Hockley east-west to join the Rea and Tame; it was culverted from the 19th century and is only visible in one or two places including its confluence near Spaghetti Junction. Aston Brook Mill was a fulling mill from at least 1532 until the late 18th century when it became a corn mill operating until c1914. The millpool was in the Pool Street/ Phillips Street area. See Mills.

Aston Church Road B7/ B8
The route across the River Rea from the Saltley side to the parish church of Aston, Ss Peter & Paul. This was a churchway which had to be maintained by local parishioners. The ford across the River Rea was never an easy one. Also Church Lane B6. See Churches.

Aston Expressway B6 
The A38M Aston Expressway built 1972, the only British motorway to go right into a city centre. Spaghetti Junction is the nickname given shortly after its construction to Junction 6 of the M6 where the A38M joins it, at the time of construction the most complicated multi-level junction in the world.

Aston Hall Road B6 
Aston Hall was built for Sir Thomas Holte probably replacing a moated medieval manor house nearer the river. Building started 1618, Holte moved in 1631 but the house was not completed until 1635. The road was renamed from Aston Lane c1930. Lister Street B7 is named after the last but one of the Holte baronets, also remembered in Holt Street, originally Holte Street. Heneage Legge inherited the Holte estates and is remembered in Heaneage Street B7 and Legge Street B4. Bagot Street B4 commemorates another Holte heir. See Moated Sites.

Aston Street B4 
The road from Birmingham Steelhouse Lane via Gosta Green to Aston was developed with housing in the mid-18th century.
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B - Streetnames

Baker Street B10 
Following Joseph Chamberlain’s election as an MP he was replaced as mayor by George Baker 1875, 1876.

 ins Lane B28 
Known from 1540 and named after the moated site known as  yn east of Kedleston Road, now built over. See Moated Sites.

Balsall Heath Road B12 
A street named from the placename, Balsall Heath Road was built from the Moseley Road to the Pershore Road 1829 as a speculative building investment with large plots of land laid out for Birmingham’s upper middle class.

Barn Lane B13
Named after an 19th-century barn built in Italianate style by one of the ladies of the Taylor family.

Barrows Lane B25

was recorded as Bate Lane 1575, possibly a family name. A field name east of the lane Bayt fields is recorded 1495.

Bartholomew Row Bartholomew Street B5 
With Chapel Street, named after St Bartholomew's Church which stood between Masshouse Lane and Bartholomew Row. Building costs were subsidised by the Jennens family (See below: Jennens Road.) who were laying out their estate for sale as housing plots; a church increased the attraction to prospective residents. The church was closed 1937 and demolished by 1943. See Churches.

Bath Passage B5  Bath Row B15 
Bath Row and Bath Passage led to baths at the Lady Well. This was originally a natural spring used by water carriers to supply the town and became the site of Birmingham’s first swimming baths from c1720. The site of the baths is now beneath the Arcadian Centre.

Bath Street B4 
A street laid out c1760 where a spring ran to the Great Pool of the Colmore estate. Shadwell Street dates from about the same time; ‘shadwell’ signifies a shallow stream.

Bath Walk B12 
The first Balsall Heath Baths off George Street/ Edward Road was operating by 1851 using fresh spring water; it had an 30m open-air pool as well as private baths and. This was a high-class establishment, but by 1878 the baths had been condemned and filled in by order of the local health board, wells and springs polluted by nearby cesspits being an increasing problem.

Beak Street B1 
Hinckley Street derives from Hinckley Field on this site in the Middle Ages; Hinckley in turn derives from Hink’s leage ie clearing. The Hinckley family were so-named by 1300. In the 19th century this became one of Birmingham’s worst slum areas and was known as The Inkleys. Later the Hinckley family home was The Beake at B17 Harborne/ Bearwood Willow Avenue/ Hickory Drive after which Beak Street is named. Beaks Farm/ The Beaks dates from after the enclosure of Rotton Park; it disappeared towards the end of the 19th century. Also B67 Beakes Road. A beak may have been a geographical feature, the particular shape of a hill, or possibly a family name.

Bell Lane B33

The Bell Inn is well over a hundred years old and has given its name to the lane which leads to Marston Green from Mackadown, the original settlement of Sheldon, and from Sheldon Hall known as East Hall (in contrast to Sheldon’s West Hall at Kents Moat). The bridge over Hatchford Brook is marked on the First Edition OS map as East Hall Bridge, presumably the responsibility of the lord of the manor.


Bell Lane/ Bell Hill/ Bell Holloway B31

Predating the 1727 Bromsgrove Turnpike, the Bell & Bluebell at Bell Lane/ Bell Holloway was a coaching inn until a new Bell Inn was built on the Bristol Road 1803. This was rebuilt in the second half of the 20th century. There may be a connection with the de Belne family - see Bells Lane B14 below.

Bells Lane B14

The earliest reference to the de Belne family is found in the grant of the manor of Blackgrave to William de Belne by King Henry III. Bells Lane took its name from the family and the 16th-century timber-framed Bells Farm took its name from the lane.

Bennetts Hill B2 
The street was laid out c1800 and named after the Hill so-called from the family who previously farmed the land. Edward Burne-Jones was born on the site of the buildings now numbered Nos.11-12.

Berwood Lane B24 
Berwood was the name of the manor now covered by Castle Vale. It derives from Anglo-Saxon baer wudu = pigs’ pasture wood; the housing development on Castle Bromwich aerodrome was named Castle Vale with reference to Castle Bromwich in the late 1960s by a schoolgirl in a competition.

Billesley Lane B13

Renamed by association with its apparent destination ie. Billesley Common to the south, but originally this was Bulley Lane 1495 (including Belle Walk) named after the medieval settlement, now the site of Moseley golf club house, of Bulley = bull clearing. Bullan Wyllan ie. Bull’s Spring is mentioned at Billesley Lane/ Blenheim Road in the Yardley Charter of 972 AD.

Biggin Croft B35
Castle Vale was formerly the site of Castle Bromwich aerodrome developed as a housing estate in the late 1960s. Many roads are named after RAF bases: Biggin Hill is an RAF base, also Padgate Close, Tangmere Croft, Upavon Close. Dyce Croft is named after Aberdeen airport, Renfrew Croft after Glasgow airport, Stornaway Road after the Isle of Lewis airport, Sumburgh Croft after the airport of Shetland, Turnhouse Croft after Edinburgh airport. The original tower blocks bore the names of aircraft.

Birchall Street B5/ B12

Derives from Birch Hole Street, probably a medieval topographical name = birch(tree) + hole/ holm deriving from Anglo-Saxon holm = flood meadow.


Blake Lane B9

Probably derived from a medieval name meaning bleak; presumably after deforestation this heathy area degenerated to open scrubland.

Birchfield Road B20

Derived from birch trees or possibly a family name, the hamlet’s name was spelled Birchsfields until c1850. At the end of the 19th century Birchfield House stood at B20 Birchfield Road/ Trinity Road north-east corner. In 1831 Birchfield Road became part of New Walsall Road turnpike, the modern Walsall Road, being more direct than the Old Walsall Road turnpike of 1727. The new road not a highway as such but made into one a using a combination of local lanes. See Turnpikes.

Blake Street B74 
Mentioned as the Street though not so-named in the Charter of (Little) Aston and (Great) Barr in which King ?Eadred granted land to one of his ministers, Wulfhelm 957 AD. The Anglo-Saxon implication of street is that this was a Roman road. Blake Street is so-named by 1290 and may derive from Blaca, a personal name, or from black, the implication of this being that the lands had already been cultivated when the new owners came to farm them: Anglo-Saxon or medieval farmers reusing Roman fields?

Blakesley Road B25

Blakeley Lone is recorded 1427, named either after the area or after Blakesley Hall which itself was named after the area. Blakleistoles is recorded in 1316 and appears to mean bleak clearing of withy pollards; these were willows cut regularly at c2m in height to provide long slender branches for fencing or basket-making.

Bleak Hill Road B23
Derives from the self-explanatory topographical name, Bleak Hills. The land here is a mixture of sand and pebbles (Bunter sandstone and Bunter pebble beds) formerly heathland.

Blucher Street B1 
Dating from c1823 this street commemorates the Prussian Marshal Gebhard von Blucher whose troops fought alongside Wellington in the defeat of Napoleon at the Battle of Waterloo 1815. Nearby Marshall Street was also named after Blucher.

Boldmere Road B73

This late 19th-century streetname derives from a lake between B23 Chester Road and Court Lane north end and known variously as Bowen Pool, Baldmoor, Baldmoor Lake, Bolemore Lake. Moor means boggy land. The area took its name from the road name.

Bond Drive B35 
While most street names on Castle Vale derive from aviation (this was an aerodrome until after World War 2), some commemorate members of the City Council during the 1970s when the estate was being built: Bond Drive from Alderman Ernest Bond chairman of the Housing Committee, Thomas Walk after Alderman Dennis Thomas chairman of the Public Works Committee, Watton Green named after the leader of the council, Alderman Harry Watton.

Booths Lane B42 
Booths Farm was a c1700 farmhouse incorporating timber-framing from an earlier building. The farm was the centre of William Booth’s forgery industry in the early 19th century; Booth was hanged for his crimes at Stafford Jail 1812. By 1974 the house was in ruins and demolished.

Bordesley Green B9 
A medieval name, la Grene de Bordeslei, Bordesley’s demesne pasture ie. belonging to the lord of the manor. The road was extended as Bordesley Green East across the River Cole to enable trams to reach Stuarts Road 1928. It was further extended to Station Road and the Meadway built in the early 1960s to Tile Cross and via Bacons End on to Coleshill.

Bordesley Middleway B10 
Part of the Middle Ring Road opened c1990, formerly had the ancient topographical name Sandy Lane.

Bordesley Park Road B10 
A 19th-century street name after Bordesley Hall which was built c1750 by wealthy button magnate John Taylor I with c15ha of parkland. The hall was burned down in the 1791 Birmingham Riots, rebuilt but demolished 1840 when the estate was sold for housing development.

Bournville Lane B30 
Bournville was originally part of Bournbrook but renamed in fashionable French style by Cadbury Brothers when they moved their factory 1879 to a greenfield site off Bournville Lane/ Linden Road. (See Bournville and Bournbrook in the Placenames GAZETTEER above.) Bournville Village was developed from 1900 as a garden suburb initially for Cadbury employees by George Cadbury and centred on the village green Sycamore Road/ Linden Road. The names of these roads may take their inspiration from Camp Wood/ Stock Wood in Acacia Road/ Maple Road. Also part of the original village are Elm Road, Laburnum Road and Willow Road. Ironically Bournville Lane was known until at least 1878 as Oak Lane.

Bow Street B1 
C1760, Probably borrowed from the London name.

Bowcroft Grove B24 
The Earl of Warwick, lord of Sutton manor provided a stone cottage, Bow Bearers Lodge for two retainers to escort travellers across Sutton Chase which was then a desolate and dangerous area renowned for robbers. The lodge survived until it was demolished 1828; Bowcroft Grove is a modern road on the site of a field called Bow Bearers Croft.

Bracebridge Road B74 
Bracebridge Pool was made before 1419 specifically for bream and leased by Richard Earl of Warwick to Sir Ralph Bracebridge of Kingsbury as part of Sutton manor.

Bradford Road B36 
Built in the 1930s with Newport Road to bypass Mill Hill on the Old Chester Road at Castle Bromwich, it is named after the Bridgeman family, Earls of Bradford who bought the manor 1657. The title of Newport is that of the Bradford heir.

Bradford Street B5/ B12 
Named c1760 after speculator Henry Bradford who offered plots here free of charge in order to encourage development on his estate. Nonetheless development was very slow. The street provided a new bridge over the River Rea in addition to the old crossing at Digbeth.

Brandwood Road B14

Takes its names from a hamlet at the south end of B14 Brandwood Road near the junction with Broad Lane. The name derives from Anglo-Saxon brende wudu = burnt wood, woodland cleared for farming. This is an old road from Kings Heath to Kings Norton running on higher ground between the valleys of the River Rea and the River Cole/ Chinn Brook from Grove Road, via Monyhull Hall Road and Parsons Hill. Also Brandwood Park Road. Brandwood Grove is a 20th-century development named after Brandwood House, first recorded 1638 but likely to be of older foundation. The house is now a Territorial Army barracks.

Brasshouse Passage B1

The Brasshouse was built 1781 by the Birmingham Metal Company alongside the Birmingham Canal. The office building is now public house.

Brays Road B26 
Dr Thomas Bray, rector of Sheldon 1696 founded both the Society for the Propagation of Christian Knowledge SPCK and the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel; he was also instrumental in establishing the episcopalian church in Maryland USA.

Bridge Road B8 
A bridge over the 1838 London & Birmingham Railway across the Pretoria Road c1900.

Bridge Street B1 
The Birmingham Canal reached what later became Gas Street Basin by 1771 and this road was built over it probably by 1778. See Canals.

Brindleyplace B1
Named 1999 after canal engineer James Brindley 1716-1772 by the property company who developed the project to revitalise this dilapidated area alongside the Birmingham Canal near the city centre. See Canals.

Bristol Road B15/ B29/ B31 
In 1727 the Bromsgrove Turnpike was set up from Birmingham went via B5 Smallbrook (Street) Queensway, B1 Holloway Head, B15 Wheeleys Lane, Wheeleys Road, Arthur Road, Church Road, Priory Road, then via a lost road skirting Edgbaston Park, across Lower Pool dam to cross Bourn Brook at the bridge on B15/ B29 Bristol Road near Bournbrook Road. The route is then B29/ B31 Bristol Road, and over Lickey following the Roman road. In the 1770s a straighter route was made from Smallbrook Queensway via the Horsefair, Bristol Street, and then Bristol Road to join the old road before Bournbrook Bridge.


Bristol Street B15

In the 18th century this was Bath Road, ie. the road to Bath.
Broad Street B1 
This was a field track until the development on St Martin’s glebe land of the high-class Islington estate around Islington Row, Bishopsgate Street, Tennant Street and William Street from c1790. The estate was given a London name to add to its prestige. At this time the street was widened from the town to the Birmingham Canal as Broad Street and as a planned development was much the widest in the town. Before the turn of the century the street was widened as far as Five Ways Edgbaston and known as Islington from the 1780s to the mid-19th century.

Bromford Drive B36 
Bromford Drive and estate were built after 1965 on the site of Birmingham or Bromford (Bridge) Racecourse which had opened 1895. Some streets are named after famous racehorses: Hyperion Road after the 1933 Derby winner, Papyrus Way the 1923 Derby winner, Reynoldstown Road after the 1935 Grand National winner, Tipperary Close after Tipperary Tim the 100-to-1 1928 Grand National winner; Trigo Croft and Ayala Croft are also named after horses. Other roads are named after racecourses: e.g. Newmarket Way, Redcar Croft.
Bromford Lane B8 
A very old road name, Bromford derives from Anglo-Saxon brom ford = broom (ie. the shrub) ford; the ford across the River Tame was where Bromford Lane crosses the river just north of the junction with Bromford Road.

Brompton Pool Road B28 
Colebrook Priory Mill/ Bach Mill/ Bates Mill/ Bamptons Mill on Yardley wood Brook is first recorded 1495 and belonged to Colebrook Priory nearby. Priory Road was the dam of Bamptons Pool. The name of Brompton Pool Road is a map misreading of Bampton, the name of the one-time owners. 'Bach' means ' a small stream'. See Mills.

Bromsgrove Street B5 
Certainly a medieval road which was the start of the road to Bromsgrove originally by way of Holloway Head, Wheeleys Lane and Church Road Edgbaston before following the Bristol Road. See Turnpikes.

Brookhill Road B8

The hill here is recorded as Brokhill (Brookhill) on Tomlinson’s 1759 survey of Little Bromwich manor. The Brookhill estate, including this road, was laid out by the Sutton Trust 1919.

Brook Piece Walk B35

Named after an old field name (piece = field) and one of few street names on Castle Vale not derived from aeronautical connections; Plants Brook original ran alongside this field. Also derived from field names are Long Close Walk, Orchard Meadow Walk, Round Moor Walk, Rough Coppice Walk.

Brookvale Road B6/ B23 
After Brookvale Park which was so-named with no historical basis by Erdington Council when Lower Witton Lake and surroundings was bought as a public park c1904. Hawthorn Brook flows into the lake. Also Brookvale Park Road, and Park Road and North Park Road, late 20th-century developments.

Broom Hall Crescent B27 
Broom Hall Crescent is a modern road which stands on the site of Broom Hall, a medieval building on a moated site, rebuilt in Georgian times, demolished 1951. See Moated Sites. The name derives from Anglo-Saxon brom halas = broom nook and is mentioned in 972 AD in the perambulation of the Anglo Saxon Charter of Yardley above. Also Broom Hall Grove.

Buckland End B34 
From Bokenholt, Anglo-Saxon bocen holt = beech wood. The hamlet centred on this road until the development of the Municipal housing estate of Shard End after World War 2. This road led to the Cole ford and was formerly known as Black Mire/s Lane, presumably because of poor conditions underfoot. Formerly known as Maggotty Lane Buckland End Lane which leads to the hamlet. Local usage inserts an s - Bucklands End. It was probably renamed with the new housing development.

Bull Ring B5 
The original heart of Birmingham where markets have taken place from Norman times. It is believed that bulls were tethered to a ring and baited in the belief that this tenderised the meat before they were killed. The Shambles where the slaughter houses/ butchers’ shops were was north of the Bull Ring. The upper part of the Bull Ring leading to the High Street was known as High Town.

Bull Street B2/ B4 
Until Tudor times this was Chappell Street named after the chapel of St Thomas's Priory. After the dissolution of the monasteries the street was renamed from the Old Red Bull Tavern.


Bushmore Road B28 
Bushmore Farm with 12 ha of land was sold 1910; at that time there was a race-course on the site of Bushmore Road with a grandstand on Shirley Road. The name Bushmore is medieval, more denoting marshland.
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California Way B32
Derives its name from Isaac Flavell who returned from the USA 1842 and bought Stonehouse Farm, set up a brick-making business and built the California Inn after which the district is named.

Calthorpe Road B15
Sir Henry Gough of Edgbaston Hall inherited his uncle Henry Calthorpe's Norfolk and Suffolk estates 1788 changing his surname to Gough-Calthorpe, subsequently the first Lord Calthorpe, hence also Suffolk Street Queensway B1 (See Queensway.) and Norfolk Road B15; Ampton Road and Pakenham Road are named after villages on the Calthorpe Suffolk estates near Bury St Edmunds, Elvetham Road from their seat at Elvetham Hall in Hampshire. Carpenter Road is named after his wife Frances Carpenter, Sir Harrys Road after his father. George Road is named after the third Lord Calthorpe, Frederick Road after his brother who married Lady Charlotte Somerset daughter of Lord Beaufort, hence Charlotte Road and Beaufort Road c1855, and Duchess Road after his mother-in-law. Arthur Road was named after their second son who died aged 16. Fitzroy Avenue B17 and Hamilton Avenue derive from the Beaufort connection. Balden Road is named after E H Balden, the Calthorpe Estate agent until the mid-1920s. Blakeney Avenue B17 is named after a village on the Norfolk estate. Augustus Road B15 comes from the 6th Lord Calthorpe, Somerset Road from the 7th baronet, John Somerset Gough-Calthorpe, later just Gough. Sir Richard's Drive B17 derives from Sir Richard Hamilton Anstruther Gough-Calthorpe and Malcolmson Close B15 from his wife’s maiden name, Niall Close B15, the name of his eldest son.


Camden Street B1 B18

Named after Camden House, Newhall Hill/ George Street corner which formerly on this site. It was the van Warts’ house where American novelist Irving Washington wrote ‘Rip Van Winkle’ 1818.

Camp Hill B12
Kempe Hill is recorded in 1511, so-called from a family name, but possibly renamed by association with Prince Rupert’s camp there during the Civil War 1643. Rupert’s headquarters were set up at the Old Ship Inn whose site was c100 metres south of Holy Trinity Church on Old Camp Hill. Also late 20th-century B12 Camp Hill Middleway and John Kempe Way. See CIVIL WAR.

Camp Lane B38
Queen Henrietta Maria, wife of Charles I returning from Holland had with her 3000 horsemen, 30 companies of foot soldiers, a train of artillery and the accompanying baggage train. On 10 July 1643 all camped on Kings Norton Green and surrounding fields, the Queen sleeping that night at The Saracens Head. Next morning the army set off for Oxford. See CIVIL WAR.

Camp Road B75
During the Napoleonic Wars a military camp was built 1811 to house the Edinburgh Militia, the Sussex Militia, the 7th Dragoon Guards and an artillery brigade; after British victory at the Battle of Waterloo 1815 the militias were disbanded.

Cannon Hill Road B12
Cannon Hill Fields on which Cannon Hill Park was laid out 1873 are believed to be so named after royalist troops camped there 1645 before the Battle of Naseby. The road dates from a little later than the park and with Court Road and Clevedon Road marks the eastern boundary of Long More (ie. marsh) field, which was undrained swamp at the time of enclosure 1774. See CIVIL WAR.

Cannon Street B2
This street whose name was a London borrowing was laid out from New Street as access to the Baptist chapel built on land in Guest's cherry orchard 1738.

Cantlow Road B14
From the village of Aston Cantlow in Warwickshire where Shakespeare's parents married.

Capern Grove B32
Edward Capern 1819-1894 was a Devon postman who came to live in Harborne to live with his son 1868. He became the friend of Abraham Lincoln’s American consul in Birmingham Elihu Burritt. He wrote a book of local Birmingham poetry Sungleams and Shadows before returning to Devon 1884.

Cardigan Street B4
Named after Harriet Brudenell, daughter of the 6th Earl Cardigan, whose husband, Viscount Curzon inherited much of Duddeston 1820.

Carless Avenue B17
From a landowning family recorded by 1538, they later lived at ‘Ravenhurst’ in Ravenhurst Road. In 1651 William Carless was hiding with Charles II in the Boscobel Oak tree.

Carrs Lane B4
Uncertain, though supposed to possibly derive from Goddes Carte Lane. This may have been a cart to carry the sacraments to St Martin's-in-the-Bull Ring, or a mobile stage for mystery plays, though  no evidence survives of them.

Cartland Road B14
The Priory was the home of the Cartland family for 100 years. In 1940 the house was sold and Kings Edward VI Grammar Camp Hill was built on the site.

Carver Street B1
The Carver family estate lay north of Colmore lands in the mid-18th century.

Cassowary Road B20
Handsworth College was built as a Wesleyan Methodist theological college 1881 whose coat-of-arms included a cassowary, an ostrich-like bird native to the East Indies. This building is now a residential hall of Aston University.

Castle Street B4
A tiny street off the High Street south of Carrs Lane was originally the coachyard of the early 17th-century Castle Inn. It later ran through to Moor Street, but was blocked off during the redevelopment of the early 1960s.

Cateswell Road B28
Named after Cateswell, a large Georgian house on the Stratford Road demolished in the 1980s; shops now stand on the site. This road with Tynedale Road was built c1918 as a direct link from Hall Green to Tyseley.

The Causeway B25
The church way across the clayland north of the Coventry Road became so worn and wet that it had to be raised on a long (possibly paved) causeway, whose name is recalled in a Victorian cul-de-sac off Church Road. The Long Causeway is recorded 1660 as that stretch of Church Church Road between Stoney Lane and the Coventry Road.

Cecil Road B29

In 1898 General Kitchener, hence Kitchener Road, confronted the expedition of French explorer Colonel Marchand at Fashoda, hence Fashoda Road, on the Upper Nile. The incident was settled by foreign secretary Robert Cecil Lord Salisbury, hence Cecil Road. In the same year the US Navy destroyed the Spanish fleet at Manilla Bay in the Philippines, hence Manilla Road.

Cemetery Road B75 
Sutton Coldfield Cemetery was opened 1881 by Sutton Corporation through the efforts of Rev William Riland Bedford when the graveyard at Holy Trinity in the town centre was full.

Central Avenue B31

A 10-fold expansion of Herbert Austin’s  1905 Longbridge car factory for the 1914-1918 war effort led to the pruchase of land from Hawkesley Farm to house some of the increased workforce. Brick houses were built but Austin also imported some 200 prefabricated wooden houses from the USA. These houses are now the basis of the Austin village around on Central Avenue.  The village was made a conservation area in 1997. Many other streets on the estate were given tree names: Cedar Way, Cypress Way, Laburnam Way, Maple Way, Rowan Way, Walnut Way.

Chamberlain Square B3 
Named after the Joseph Chamberlain Memorial erected 1880 when Chamberlain was aged 44 to commemorate his work as councillor and mayor 1869-1876. The pools were rebuilt 1978 and the monument cleaned 1994.

Chad Road B15

From Chad Brook whose name possibly derives from Saint Chad, more likely from shadwell = shallow/ boundary brook. Also Chad Square and B17 Chad Valley Close named after the toy company of Johnson Brothers in Harborne in the late 19th century.
Chantry Road B13 
Taken from a house named after an unauthenticated Cistercian chantry here.

Chapel House Street B12 
St John the Baptist c1381 was founded as chapel of Aston church; in 1735 it was completely rebuilt in classical style; it closed 1939 and was demolished by 1961. See Churches.

Charles Street B10 
The wealthy Digby family had lands in Small Heath which were sold for development by Charles Wriothesley Digby of Meriden Hall. In 1881 he had married Dora Featherstonehaugh-Frampton after whom Dora Road is named. The Revd Charles Digby married Mary Somerville 1775 after whom Somerville Road B10 and B73 ; she was the daughter of Hugh Somerville, hence Hugh Road. Aubrey John, Lord Somerville died 1870 is commemorated in Aubrey Road. Bankes Road, Floyer Road and Mansel Road are also named after families into whom the Digbys married. Digby Road B73 is named in this connection, and Kenelm Road B10 and B73 are named after Admiral Sir Kenelm Digby who died 1665, forename passed down to some of the his heirs. Venetia Road B9 is named after his wife Venetia Stanley; Tilton Road after the family seat at Tilton-on-the-Hill in Leicestershire. Swanage Road is a modern Digby connection.

Cheapside B5/ B12 
A name borrowed from London c1790.

Cherry Street B2 
Laid out by 1750 along an original footpath through Walker’s extensive cherry orchard which stretched from High Street to Temple Row.

Chester Road B92/ B46/ B37/ B36/ B35/ B24/ B23/ B73/ B74 
The Chester Road was an important route certainly from medieval times running past Birmingham linking London via Coventry and Stonebridge to the port of Chester. Indeed Bronze Age and Roman evidence have been found near the crossing of the River Tame at Castle Bromwich. The Chester Road was turnpiked as part of the Broughton-Chester-Stonebridge Turnpike 1759. As with all the former-turnpikes it tends still to be known as 'the' Chester Road. See Turnpikes.
Church Roads - Streets named after church dedications tend to indicate 19th-century churches or later. Church Lane or Church Road tends to indicate a church of ancient foundation; Church Street may be 19th-century. See Churches.

Church Hill B32 
St Leonard, Frankley Parish Church dates from the 12th century, though rebuilding has left very little medieval evidence; the west window is 15th-century. The church is faced in grey and red sandstone locally available from Holly Hill quarry. The tower was built of stone from the ruined Frankley Hall manor house opposite which was destroyed during the Civil War by the Royalists 1642 to prevent its use by Parliament.

Church Lane B20 
St Mary, Handsworth Parish Church is first mentioned 1200; the late-12th-century tower rebuilt 15th century. In 1820 major alterations were made, and in 1826 Thomas Rickman built the south-east chapel as a memorial to James Watt. 1876-80 most of church rebuilt and lengthened in 14th-century style decorated gothic style by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin. Also Church Hill Road.

Church Lane B76 
St Chad’s in Wishaw was in existence by 1085. It is 13th- and -14th-century except for the tower, which, although built in the 17th century, is traditional gothic.

Church Road B13 
Church Road was formerly Ladypool Lane. St Mary’s, Moseley Parish Church is first mentioned 1405 when it made a chapel-of-ease of Kings Norton church. The oldest surviving part of church is the tower 1514 built using stone blocks from Bromsgrove's old Parsonage. The church was much rebuilt and extended by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin from 1876. See Churches.
Church Road B15 
St Bartholomew, Edgbaston Parish Church/ Edgbaston Old Church is first mentioned 1279, though an Anglo-Saxon foundation is certainly possible, this was chapel of Edgbaston Hall. The nave is 14th-century and stands on the site of the first building here. There was severe Civil War damage 1658-1684. In 1725 Sir Richard Gough restored the church at his own expense. The building was enlarged in the 19th century and extensively restored by J A Chatwin.

Church Road B23/ B24 
St Barnabas was consecrated 1824 and is possibly the only surviving gothic-style work of this pioneering 19th-century gothic revivalist; it was enlarged 1883 with chancel and transepts by J A Chatwin also in decorated gothic; the west tower and nave remain of Rickman’s original.

Church Road B25 
St Edburgha, Yardley Parish Church is first mentioned 1220, though likely of Anglo-Saxon foundation. The road is recorded as the Church Way 1294; at this time is marked the eastern boundary of Churchfeld open field. Also St Edburghas Road and Church Lane B33 recorded as Chirchelone 1431.

Church Road B26 
Sheldon parish church, St Giles is a typical Warwickshire country church with much surviving 14th-century work. The church looks much as it must have done in the Middle Ages. Also St Giles Road B33.

Church Road B31 
 St Laurence, Northfield Parish Church: a priest is mentioned in the Domesday Book 1086 and reset into the north wall of 1900 is an original Norman round-arched doorway of c1170. The 13th-century chancel replaced an earlier building and survives completely in its early English style. The church looks very much as it did in the Middle Ages. Also Church Hill, Rectory Road, St Laurence Road. See Churches.

Church Road B42 
St John the Evangelist in Perry Barr was consecrated 1833, built of red sandstone ashlar in gothic style with embattled nave and west tower; chancel and transepts were added c1887.

Church Road B72 
St Michael was built 1857 and enlarged 1871 and the spire built. A serious fire destroyed all but the tower 1964 and the body of the church was replaced in plain blue brick. Also New Church Road.

Church Road B73 
St Peter: the Iron Church was a simple corrugated iron building with a small spired bell turret built 1877 next to the Old Smithy Birmingham Road/ Manor Hill. The new church was built 1904 by Cossins, Peacock & Bewlay in brick and terracotta in perpendicular style. Also St Peters Close.

Church Street B3 
First appearing on a map 1750 this street is named from St Phillip's church.

Church Street B19 
St Silas was consecrated 1854, designed in brick by J W Fiddian in gothic style with simple lancet windows. Also St Silas Square. See Churches.

City Road B16
Built in 1889 when Birmingham was granted city status by Queen Victoria; it is a 1½ mile straight stretch of road, the longest in the city at the time. It was one of the first streets in the city to be planted with trees.

Clay Lane B26 
Not a topographical name, but named after Henry Clay, the Birmingham inventor of papier mache patented 1772 for the manufacture of a wide variety of products from snuff boxes to sedan chairs.  This was recorded 1640 as Breach Lane.

Clayton Drive B36

Built on the site of The Cedars, hence Cedar Avenue, home of Alderman Thomas Clayton, of the major canal carriers Fellows, Morton & Clayton.

Clodeshall Road B8 
Surname of the medieval lords of Saltley manor, sometimes Clodeshale. Walter de Clodeshall bought the manor of Saltley in 1343; he was the richest man in Birmingham paying four times more tax than the manorial lord. The source of his wealth is not known.

Cockshutt Hill B26 
Anglo-Saxon cock sceste hyll = woodcock trap Hill. Cockshutt Field was one of the medieval open fields associated with Sheldon West Hall and lay around B26 Sheldon Heath Road north end and Garretts Green Lane. It was probably enclosed by the 16th century.

Coldbath Road B13 
Coldbath Brook runs through Moseley Golf Course via Coldbath Pool through Moseley Bog into the River Cole; bath derives from Anglo-Saxon or Middle English meaning a spring with the implication that it is large enough to bathe in; however, coldbath is a word commonly used for stream.

Cole Bank Road B28 
Cole Bank Farm stood on the site of Hall Green College. The name of the River Cole is one of Birmingham’s few Celtic survivals and means hazel trees. The 1726 Stratford Turnpike (Edgehill), the modern Stratford Road, was set up 1726, disturnpiked 1872. There was a tollgate at Cole Bank Road/ School Road known as the Colebank Gate where there was a blacksmith’s and wheelwright’s.

Cole Hall Lane B34 
Cole Hall was a medieval moated site between the River Cole and Cole Hall Farm recorded as Moat and Moat Meadow 1833. Cole Hall Farm, now a pub and restaurant, probably replaced the moated house. See Moated Sites. The ford here is not documented until 1405 when Collebregge, a wooden footbridge was built. However, it may well be very much older as it would take travellers from the Church Road Yardley ridgeway to the Chester Road, both likely pre-Anglo-Saxon routes. It was recorded in 1352 as Dead Lane, the highway from Bokenholt (Buckland End) to the Church of Yardley. The lane was improved as a result of the enclosure of Yardley Fields after 1843. A road bridge was built c1960, damaged in floods during the late 1970s? and replaced by the present bridge.

Colenso Road B16

At the beginning of the South African War 1899-1902 the Boers took the offensive. Being local people familiar with the territory and facing the outdated tactics and poor leadership of the British generals, the Boers defeated the British at a number of battles including at Colenso in KwaZulu/ Natal province in December 1899. Sir Redvers Buller arrived early the following year with additional troops and British fortunes subsequently improved.

Coleridge Passage B4
Commemorates Judge David Coleridge.

Coleside Avenue B13
Named after World War 2 when prefabricated houses/ prefabs were built as part of the drive to quickly rehouse people whose houses had been bombed.

College Road B8
Saltley College was built 1847-1852 in Tudor style around a quadrangle. Largely paid for by C B Adderley it initially catered for 30 male Anglican student teachers. The college closed 198? and is now used for a variety of community activities.
College Road B13
This was an early track improved during the final enclosures of Yardley manor c1840. It was named from Spring Hill Congregational College built 1854 to train church ministers. The original buildings are now part of Moseley School.

College Street B18
Named from the original Spring Hill Congregational College set up in the house of the Mansfield family with 13 students c1821. It moved to Wake Green 1854 and the original buildings are now part of Moseley School. at B18 Hockley. The college moved to Oxford before 1889 as Mansfield College.

College Road B23/ B44/ B73
St Mary’s College/ Oscott College was first set up at Old Oscott 1793 by a group of Roman Catholic gentry as an English Catholic school for their sons and for the clergy. A new gothic building was opened some two miles from the old college c1840 at New Oscott. This later became a training college for Roman Catholic priests.

College Road B32/ B62
Bourne College was a secondary boarding school 1882 built for Primitive Methodist boys; the school closed c1930 and demolished 1978 for housing development.

Colmore Crescent B13
Commemorates Canon William Colmore, for 30 years vicar of Moseley and a local councillor.

Colmore Row B3 Colmore Street B15
Formerly Bewdley Street, at one time Haymarket, later Ann Street. The Colmore family originated in France and speculatively bought a large amount of formerly belonging to St Thomas Priory when it was dissolved 1536. Land between Sandpits and Livery Street was sold for building by Ann Colmore from 1747. Ann Street was formerly at the Council House end of Colmore Row. Newhall Street is named from New Hall c1630, the family home there; Edmund Street (formerly Harlow Street) is named from Ann's husband's youngest brother, Rev Edmund Colmore, Great Charles Street Queensway after her son and heir (See Queensway.), and after his children are named Lionel Street, Mary Ann Street, and Caroline Street. Much of the estate finally descended to Caroline's friend Frind Cregoe on condition he adopt her surname. Cregoe Street B15 on the Colmore's Bell Barn 18th-century estate development, now Lee Bank, is named after him. (Bell Barn Road is shown on Pye’s map to be laid out as the southern limit of the development by 1792 but may well predate the estate.) Cornwall Street B3 is named after Cregoe’s county of origin; Margaret Street laid out 1885 is named after Cregoe's daughter Mrs Margaret Radcliffe. After Cregoe's grandson and heir, William Barwick Cregoe-Colmore born 1860 is named Barwick Street B3. Eden Place was cut 1867 named after Dr Thomas Eden, a Colmore in-law.

Coleshill Street B5 Coleshill Road B36
The road from Birmingham via Castle Bromwich to Coleshill probably dates from Norman times; it was turnpiked 1760. As with all the former-turnpikes it tends still to be known as 'the' Coleshill Road. See Turnpikes.
Constitution Hill B19
This was the original route into the city from the Black Country bringing in coal and iron. This London name was adopted c1700. Which constitution?
Conybere Street B12
Coney = rabbits, bere = barley. Presumably from a fieldname.

Congreve Street B3

No longer a street, but a pedestrianised passage between the Central Library and the Museum & Art Gallery. Until the building of Central Library 1973 Congreve Street ran from the Colmore Row opposite Hill Street to Summer Row. It was renamed from Friday Street 1795 and took its name from St Thomas’s Priory conygree or rabbit warren which lay at the westernmost end of the priory estate in the area around the Town Hall and Central Library. Rabbits were introduced by the Normans from the Mediterranean in the 1100s. At that time they were only half-hardy and mounds of soft earth had to be dug to allow them to make burrows. Their meat and fur were luxury items. By the 1300s there were many warrens and rabbits were an established species providing a ready and cheaply maintained supply of meat throughout the year. Until the 18th century Steelhouse Lane/ Colmore Row was known as Priors Conygre Lane.


Cope Street B18

Laid out in the 1840s this street is named after John Cope, a governor of King Edward VI Grammar School who lived in nearby Summer Hill Terrace in 1818.

Corporation Street B2/ B4
Corporation Street was the result of very early municipal planning: Joseph Chamberlain’s Improvement Scheme to aimed to build ‘a great street as broad as a Parisian boulevard’ the purpose of which was create a central shopping street of quality buildings with offices above, at the same time cutting through some of the worst city centre slums.

Coventry Road B10/ B25/ B26/ B92
This road first recorded 1226 (though probably much older) and mentioned in an Elmdon deed as the highway leading from Burmyngham towards Coventre 1346 leads from the Digbeth crossing of the River Rea to Coventry. In the Middle Ages when Birmingham was a small market town Coventry was a major city of national importance. In 1745 the Coventry Turnpike was created. See Turnpikes. 

Cranemore Close B7 
A mid-1970s name taken from the 19th-century Cranemore Street which took its name from the meadow, probably medieval, in which the canal reservoir was made nearby. Crane + crane/ heron; more = boggy ground.


Cuckoo Lane B6 
Named after the pub which stood on Aston Road.
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Dale End B4 
Leading from the High Street out of the town towards Coleshill, this is one of Birmingham’s oldest streets. The Welch Cross at Welch End at the junction of High street and Bull Street was where Welsh drovers sold their cattle. Known from the 15th century as Broad Street, by 1784 re/ named Dale End, very likely an older topographical name meaning the end of the town or the end of the street beyond which is a dale/ valley.

Daniels Road B9 
Originally a schoolteacher from Ebley near Stroud, Francis Daniels came to Birmingham 1891 with a wish to provide affordable social security for ordinary people. With Alderman William Kenrick as president and himself as general secretary, the Ideal Benefit Society was formed. By 1910 the society had moved into housing provision by building the Ideal Village at Bordesley Green, where Finnemore Road also commemorates an early chairman of the society, William Finnemore. Other Ideal Benefit housing was built Cherry Orchard estate in Handsworth Wood where Ebley Road B20 recalls the village of Daniels birth, and Inverclyde Road and Cooper Road are named from society officials.

Deakins Road B25

was recorded as Rudding Lane 1647. This derives from a medieval term from Anglo-Saxon hryding meaning land cleared of trees. A field called the Rudding lay west of the road in the Allerton Road area

Denbigh Street B9 
Commemorates Basil Feilding, 1st Earl of Denbigh, the royalist commander who broke through the Digbeth barricades into the town at the Battle of Birmingham on Easter Monday 1643. The Birmingham parliamentarians retreated up New Street with the royalists in hot pursuit. At Cape Hill the parliamentary troop turned on the royalists and Denbigh was mortally wounded. The royalists fled and Denbigh died 5 days later.

Derby Street B7 
The Birmingham & Derby Junction Railway opened 1842 with its terminus near Lawley Street Middleway (opposite Montague Street), the site of Derby Station. The Midland Railway was formed by an amalgamation of the Birmingham & Derby and the Birmingham & Gloucester whose trains ran into Curzon Street. A loop was made to take the Derby line into Curzon Street 1851 when the Lawley Street Station closed to passengers and became a freight depot.

Deritend B5/ B12 
First recorded as Duryzatehende, the origin is far from certain; it may derive from Anglo-Saxon deor geat end= deer/ wild animals gate end. Celtic survivals in placenames near Birmingham are rare, but der possibly derives from Ancient British Celtic dwr = water. Deritend is a district name and, as High Street Deritend is also the name of the road south of the River Rea crossing and running north via Digbeth to the Bull Ring.
Digbeth B5 
Uncertain, but possibly Anglo-Saxon dic bath = dyke pools (ie. pools at the side of the dyke), possibly dyke path, or even duck bath. Bath meant a spring with the implication that it was large enough to bathe in. Digbeth is a district name and also is the name of the road north of the River Rea crossing and running up to the Bull Ring. The lower part was formerly known as Cawsey Street ie. a built causey or causeway raised up out of the marshy land alongside the River Rea and probably paved. The upper part was at one time known as Cock Street or Well Street.

Drews Lane B8
15th-century mill Ward End Mill was taken over by John Drew 1886 to make his famous self-raising flour; it was demolished when Drews Lane was widened 1920s and council houses were built.

Driffold B73
Driff from drit = dirt, thus 'dirt enclosure for cattle'; alternatively ‘drive fold’, the site of the medieval fold where animals left to pasture on Sutton Chase were gathered and identified.

Druids Lane B14
Named after the local Drews family of the mid-19th century. However, when the Druids Heath estate was developed in the mid-1960s the name Stonehenge Road relating to druids was used as were other Wiltshire names: Baverstock Road, Bulford Close, Idmiston Croft , Larkhill Close, Manningford Road, Stapleford Croft, Netheravon Close, Winterbourne Close.

Duddeston Manor Road B7
A 1960s streetname commemorating Duddeston Hall, the medieval moated manor house of the Holte family prior to their move to Aston Hall.  The grounds were used as pleasure gardens from c1750, named Vauxhall Gardens after the London gardens from 1758, hence Vauxhall Road. See Moated Sites. The name Duddeston derives from Anglo-Saxon Dudd’s tun = Dudd’s farm.

Duddeston Mill Road B7/ B8
Duddeston Mill on the River Rea was the Holte’s manorial cornmill and close to their Duddeston Hall manor house. The mill was rebuilt c1570 and again in the early 19th century. It ran until 1888. See Mills.

Dudley Street  Dudley Road B16/ B18 
The Dudley Turnpike was created along an existing route 1761. As with all the former-turnpikes it tends still to be known as 'the' Dudley Road. See Turnpikes. Dudley Street was formerly known as Dudwall Lane.

Dwellings Lane B32

Named before 1834 named after 4 houses standing in close proximity in an otherwise unpopulated area known as Worlds End; Four Dwellings Farm B32 Quinton Dwellings Lane/ Quinton Road West was demolished c1940 to make way for Four Dwellings School.
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Eachelhurst Road B24/ B76 
From Echelhurst, Anglo-Saxon echels hyrst = land added on (to an estate or manor) + wooded Hill.
Eddish Road B33 
A post-World War 2 name after the medieval Rye-eddish field through which ran a 'sling' or narrow path.

Edgbaston Road B12

A lane of some antiquity, it ran down from the Alcester Road to ford the River Rea by the Edgbaston cricket ground opposite which was the site of Edgbaston Mill, certainly from 1231. A dam here would have made crossing easier. See Mills.

Edgbaston Park Road B15 
The name Edgbaston derives from Edgbaston, Celboldestone. This Domesday Book spelling is probably due incorrect copying: Egebaldestone is more likely. Anglo-Saxon Ecgbeald’s tun = Ecgbeald’s farm. Edgbaston Hall medieval moated manor house may be the site of Ecgbeald’s farm. The medieval hall was replaced in the 15th-century by the Middlemores with a timber-framed building. See Moated Sites. During the Civil War it was commandeered by the parliamentarian Colonel Tinker Fox. Burned in anti-papist riots 1688 on the accession of William & Mary. After the Middlemores sold up the hall was completely rebuilt in neo-classical style 1718 by Sir Richard Gough of Perry Hall Edgbaston Park was landscaped by Lancelot Capability Brown c1776 and was made into a golf course from 1936.

Edward Road/ Vincent Parade/ Vincent Street B12 
The estate of Rev Vincent Edwards was sold off after his death 1833 and laid out in sizeable building plots. For no good reason Edward Road was initially known as Edwardes Street and went only as far as from the Moseley Road to the River Rea. In 1899 it joined with the road from the Pershore Road on the Edgbaston side of the river which coincidentally was called Edward Road, and that name was applied to the whole road. Mary Street, Wenman Street, George Street originate from the names of his relations.

Elliott Road B29 
Named after Elliotts metal works originally established by Sturge 1793, taken over 1928 by ICI.

Erdington Hall Road B24 
Built in the Middle Ages near the Bromford crossing of the River Tame Erdington Hall was the fortified manor house of the de Erdington family. It was rebuilt c1650 in brick by ironmaster John Jennens;. by 1858 it was occupied by farmer William Wheelwright who built Wheelwright Road as an access road. The hall was demolished 1912. The road is mid-20th-century.

Este Road B26 
Named after the Este family who came to Hay Hall 1423.

Eversley Dale B24 
Eversley stood in Farthing Lane until it was demolished 1952 after being empty for some years. It was certainly there as a farm in 1762 and probably much earlier; the house was probably rebuilt in the 19th-century.
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Factory Road B18 
The site of Mathew Boulton’s Soho Manufactory 1757 for rolling metal for toys, small metal products.

Falcon Lodge Crescent B75 
Falcon Lodge was a large Georgian-style house with mock crenellation and stood on the north side of the stream; it had extensive outbuildings and grounds. The estate was developed for housing after the end of World War 2.

Farnol Road B26 
Laid out before 1931 and named after local Birmingham author Jeffrey Farnol 1878-1952. Vibart Road is named after a character from one of his novels. The roads stop where they do because this was formerly the Birmingham boundary with Sheldon.

Fast Pits Road B26 
Fast Pits is recorded 1649; these may be flooded marlpits from which fertile clay was dug to spread on sandier soil; they could well be the holes left from extracting clay for tilemaking, in which case there would have been kilns close by. There were 10 kilns were at work in Tudor Yardley period, five of them in Church End. Ffaste Greene is recorded 1620 at junction of Holder Road, Deakins Road and Fast Pits Roads and may have been a small common pasture. Fields called Little Fast and Greate Faste are recorded south and north respectively of Fast Pits Road

Fazeley Street B9 
Named after the Digbeth Branch of the Birmingham & Fazeley Canal 1799 which leaves the Birmingham & Fazeley Canal at Aston Junction (Mill Street) to Warwick Bar where it joins the Warwick & Birmingham Canal (now the Grand Union Canal). See Canals.

Fentham Road B6 B23 
George Fentham 1630-1698 was a country boy who became a rich Birmingham mercer; he established several charities for the local needy.

Fernwood Road/ Fernwood Close B73 
Named after Fernwood Grange which was built well back from the Chester Road on a c5 hectare site by Birmingham jeweller Alfred Antrobus. The lodge survives at the corner of Chester Road and Antrobus Road; Fernwood Road roughly follows the route of the drive up to the house.

Fieldhouse Road B25
Originally continued on to the present Richmond Road to Stechford Five Ways at Yardley Fields Road/ Albert Road/ Stuarts Road/ Yardley Fields Road where Field House Farm stood between Stuarts Road and Richmond Road junction. The farm may well have dated from Anglo-Saxon times.
Five Ways Edgbaston B15
This crossroads was so-named when it had 5 roads, but should have been renamed when Calthorpe Road was added 1820.

Five Ways Stechford B33

Stechford Five Ways is at Yardley Fields Road/ Albert Road/ Richmond Road/ Stuarts Road/ Yardley Fields Road; the name, now out of use, dates from the Victorian development here after the opening of Stechford station 1844.
Flaxley Road B33 
Flaxleye (flax leage = flax clearing) is recorded 1327. Flax was grown on lighter land of glacial drift.

Fleet Street B3 
Laid out 1773, a London borrowing.

Flint Green Road B27 
Flint Green was that part of Acocks Green focussed on Warwick Road/ Flint Green Road named after a medieval family still there by 1661; a green was common pasture land.  This road formed part of the ancient Yardley ridgeway running from the Cole ford at B28 Highfield Road via Yardley Road and Church Road to the Cole ford at B33 Cole Hall Lane.

Floodgate Street B5 
Originally known as Water Street it runs alongside and over the River Rea. There used to be a gate here to control the water flow.

Folliott Road B33 
Named after Aylmer Folliott of Blakesley Hall who bequeathed the income from three fields for the use of the poor of Yardley parish in the early 17th century. Similarly a property known as Deepmores (ie. deep boggy ground), hence Deepmoor Road. Loeless Road is named after Loeless, the house of John Cotterill, hence Cottrells Close B14. He bequeathed it 1715 to house two poor widows. Loeless was demolished c1772, replaced by the almshouses at 152-154 School Road B14 which now bear the original plaque.

Ford Street B18 
Hockley Abbey, hence Abbey Road, was a folly built c1770 in a monastic style as a home for wealthy industrialist Richard Ford; it had no religious connections. It was built using waste from Aston Furnace and nicknamed Cinder House. Disused after 1860, it fell into ruins and was demolished.

Fordrough Lane B9 
A fordrough or foredrove was a rural term used to describe a rough or unmade passageway or road, a farm track; this one is shown on Tomlinson’s 1760 map. Also Fordrough B25, The Fordrough B31, B74, B90.

Fore Street B2 
Fore means ‘leading to’ Corporation Street and was laid out c1887.

Forge Lane B76 
Plants Brook Forge/ Plants Forge on the Ebrook aka. Plants Brook replaced the original corn mill 1727; Joseph Webster used it from 1760 to supplement Penns Mill. The forge was out of use by 1859.

Formans Lane B11

From medieval times this was Foulmoreslone, a more being an area of boggy ground; in 1562 it is recorded as Folmur Lane. It led to the ‘foul ford’ crossing of the River Cole which must have been a difficult one until a bridge was built in the early 18th century. There was a timber footbridge at here by 1777 when it was swept away by floods and rebuilt; this was rebuilt as a road bridge 1914. Fulford Hall was the home of the Fulford family first recorded 1275, later Grove Farm demolished 1897, hence Grove Road.

Four Ways B28

The junction in Hall Green of the Stratford Road, Fox Hollies Road and Highfield Road is first documented in 1550, though this usage probably much older. The Bulls Head public house is medieval in origin, but was rebuilt as a coaching inn mid-18th-century, rebuilt 1840.
Foundry Road B18 
Leading to B66 Foundry Lane in Smethwick, the site of Soho Foundry, a development from Soho Manufactory and close to the Birmingham Canal. Boulton & Watt and their sons built the foundry from 1796 specifically to manufacture steam engines as the Manufactory site could not cope with further expansion.

Fox Hollies Road B27/ B28 
A medieval topographical name deriving from Anglo-Saxon atte Holies recorded 1275 = at the hollies. The Fox family bought the farm from the atte Holies family in the mid-15th century, hence also Fox Green Crescent and Fox Grove. Fox Green Farm stood at  the top of Westley Road opposite Broad Road in the 19th century. 
There are a number of Holly streetnames in Birmingham, the older ones certainly being topographical; similarly older streetname references to foxes likely derive from fox dens in the area.

Franchise Street B42

Th streets around Wellhead Lane were the first in the Birmingham area to be laid out by a freehold land society. The 1832 Reform Act had widened the franchise of people eligible to vote, but had determined eligibility on the basis of the value of an individual’s property, which effectively excluded the working class. However, the threshold was much lower in the shires than in boroughs, £2 rateable value as against £10. The Birmingham Freehold Land Society bought up rural land cheaply and sold it on at cost to the mutual building societies in Birmingham. The Wellhead Lane estate was bought by the Investment and Permanent Benefit Building Society 1848 giving its members the right to vote in Staffordshire county elections.

Freeman Street B5 
Named after a landowner, this street was in existence by 1731.

Freer Road B6 
The Freers were wealthy local landowners; Canon Freer was instrumental in establishing the diocese of Birmingham 1902.
Freeth Street B16 
Named after John Freeth born 1731, a local balladeer. When he took over his mother's coffee house in Bell Street (now gone under the Bull Ring Centre) it became a centre for political thought in the town. Freeth is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque on the site of Bell Street near the Bull Ring shopping centre. 
Frogmill Road B45 
Frog Mill on the River Rea was there in the early 19th century.

Furnace Lane B19 
Aston Furnace on Hockley Brook is first documented 1615 owned by William Cowper. The water was used to power the furnace bellows. In the early 19th century it was a steam-operated Paper Mill, 1845 it was used for drawing wire. By 1888 it had gone with no visible traces.
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Gannow Green Lane B45

The road name drives from the placename Anglo-Saxon gamen ho = game/ play, ridge that sticks out; the implication is of a recreation area on a Hill. The medieval term green usually denoted common grazing land. Gannow Green medieval moated site is at B45 Devon Road/ Boleyn Road; it  is now dry and grassed. See Moated Sites.
Garretts Green Lane B26

Garretts Green would have been an area of medieval pasture and lay in the area north of Downsfield Road/ Kenmure Road. It was named after a family recorded 1622.

Garrison Lane B9 
Garrison Farm is shown on Beighton’s 1725 map. The ancient manor boundary zig-zagged here around the glacial drift on which its farmland was laid out; the site is almost certainly medieval. The farm may be so-named after Civil War troops on one side or the other were billeted there. The farm stood until the 19th century. After the Birmingham Riots 1791 troops were billeted in pubs and private houses to the annoyance of the residents; permanent barracks were built the next year between Great Brooke Street and Windsor Street, hence Barrack Street B7. The barracks were demolished in the 1930s when the area was redeveloped. Nearby Victorian streetnames using the military connection are B9 Camp Street, with Gordon Street and Wolseley Street being named after generals, Charles Gordon 1833-1885 who was killed after a 10-month siege at Khartoum in Sudan, and Viscount Wolseley 1833-1913 who led the rescue expedition.

Gas Street B1 
Birmingham Gas Light & Coke Company founded 1818 built one of the first provincial gas retort houses in the country 1822; original brick walls, cast-iron columns and roof trusses survive making these the oldest remains of a gas plant in the world.

Gate Street B8

Named after the Saltley Gate at Saltley High Street on the 1760 Castle Bromwich (Coleshill) Turnpike; it was disturnpiked 1877.

Gilbertstone Avenue B26 
An erratic glacial boulder marking the meeting point of the parishes of Sheldon, Bickenhill (Lyndon Quarter) and Yardley; the stone is now at Blakesley Hall. It was probably named after the Gilbert/ Gilbard family recorded in the area 1220-1410.

Gillott Road B15 
Named after Joseph Gillott who made his fortune in the mid-19th century by mechanising pen-nib manufacture. He bought the Rotton Park estate 1852 and laid it out as a middle-class suburb along the lines of neighbouring Edgbaston. One of his grandchildren is commemorated in Algernon Road, and Algernon’s son in Bernard Road. Stanmore Road is named from Stanmore, Middlesex where Joseph lived and died at The Grove.

Glebe Farm Road B33 
A farm here was bought by Matthew Boulton in the late 18th century and sold on to the vicar of Yardley whence the name, glebe being land owned by the priest.

Golden Hillock Road B11 
A fieldname recorded 1760 but certainly much earlier, and named after land covered with broom and/ or gorse, plants typical of heathland. It was later the name of a farm.

Gooch Street B5 
Formerly part of the medieval de Birmingham’s Holme Park was inherited by Sir Thomas Gooch from his speculative uncle, Thomas Sherlock. When Gooch began to develop the land for building from 1766 he used his own family name and that of his uncle in nearby Sherlock Street. Thomas Sherlock was Dean of Chichester hence Dean Street, Bishop of Bangor and later Bishop of London, hence Bishop Street. Vere Street and Hope Street commemorate Harriet Hope Vere who married Sir Edward Sherlock Gooch 1839.

Goodrest Lane B38 
A cropmark at Goodrest Farm and fishponds may be the remains of the moat. See Moated Sites.

Gospel Lane B27 
Gospel Oak is a probably a medieval name, possibly earlier, a site where the gospel was read at the Rogationtide beating of the parish bounds on the Yardley border, probably at Gospel Lane south of Leysdown Road. The oak tree was felled c1846. Gospel Farm stood close to the site of the Gospel Oak public house; owned by the Severne family of Hall Green Hall in late Victorian times, it was bought by the city council for housing development, hence Severne Road. This road was named as Langley Lane 1609 after Longley, the long clearing recorded 1495 in the Westley Close area off Redstone Farm Road. See Langley Hall Road below.
Gough Street B1 
Harry Gough was a son of wealthy Wolverhampton wool-merchant Sir Henry Gough of Perry Hall. Harry made his own fortune in the East and bought the Middlemore estate and Mansells Farm in 1717, which later became the site of Gough Road. Harry was cousin to Sir Harry whose son bought Edgbaston Hall.

Grange Road B14 
The Grange was the home of Birmingham historian William Hamper until c1869; it was demolished for housing 1895. Properly a grange is an outlying farming estate run by lay brothers belonging to a monastery (sometimes to a lord). It was used in the 19th century as a romantic medieval name.

Grange Road B24 
Wealthy industrialist Benjamin Stone (1838-1914) bought The Grange 1877 and extended the grounds to c3ha and the house in a Tudor style, brick with stone dressings, now the John Taylor Hospice.

Gravelly Hill/ Gravelly Lane B23 
A self-explanatory name explaining the reason for the route of this ancient road to Lichfield; glacial drift made for easier travel than the claylands so common in the Birmingham area. The name may be medieval or older. The Lichfield Road itself is of great antiquity leading as it does to a good crossing of the River Tame at Salford Bridge. In medieval times this route from Worcester to Lichfield was known as ‘one of the four great roads of England’. Also Gravelly Lane B23.

Great Brooke Street B7

After the death of Dr John Ash, one of the prime movers of the the General Hospital, his newly developing estate of Ashted was bought by a Temple Row magistrate by the name of Brookes. He converted Ash’s house into the church of St James the Less at the centre of an elegant Georgian estate for the upper middle class. Brookes died in 1801 having lost a fortune in building speculation.

Great Colmore Street B15 
This was a new road built in the 18th century across the Colmore family’s Bell Barn estate to bypass the congestion of incoming market traffic along Holloway Head. It leads to Bromsgrove Street and the market.

Great Hampton Row B19

Formerly Hangmans Lane or Hay Barns Lane.

Great Stone Road B31 
Named after a glacial erratic boulder from north Wales that now stands in the old stray animal pound stands opposite Northfield Church; before the 1950s it was on the corner of Church Hill/ Church Road.

Great Western Arcade B4 
Snow Hill Tunnel was built as a deep cutting from Snow Hill Station to Moor Street Station 1852, roofed 1874 and the Great Western Arcade named after the railway company was built over it 1876, the first arcade in the city.


The Green Kings Norton B38

Greens were often focal points in nucleated villages, and although they may well have been used for grazing, their purpose was surely social and recreational. Kings Norton Green dates back to the Anglo-Saxon village.


The Green Castle Bromwich B36

Castle Bromwich developed as a linear village along the Chester Road and had no central focus.  The green, created by a gift of 3 acres of land by Lord Bradford 1895, was christened Seven Acre Green. 50 trees were planted around it by Thomas Clayton to commemorate King George V's coronation 1910.

Green Bank Avenue B28
A 20th-century development taking its topographical name from the slope on the Stratford Road up from Greet Mill to Hall Green, known as such after the introduction of the turnpike (formerly Greet Mill Hill). The meaning of bank here = a slope up from the river. The road here was a steep and narrow holloway and became a watercourse in rain.

Green Lane B9, B21, B32, B36, B38, B43, B61 Green Lanes B73

Green lanes were rural unmetalled parish road wide enough to have a strip of grass along each side primarily used for moving livestock. In Castle Bromwich B36 the road is variously called Green Lane or Green Lanes.

Gressel Lane B33
A name derived from the family name Greswolde who owned much land on this side of the city. The lane leads Lea Ford Road and the good River Cole crossing at Lea Ford to Shard End. Greswolde Meadow is documented on the site of Wychbold Crescent 1545 but the name is likely rather earlier.

Griffins Brook Lane B30 
Griffins Hill and Griffins Brook are so-called from a pre-1800 family name.

Grove Lane B17 
The Grove was the home Birmingham’s first MP, Thomas Attwood; it became the home of the Kenrick family who presented the house and grounds to the City in the 1930s as Grove Park. The Lodge stands at the park entrance but the house itself which stood directly behind the lodge was demolished in the 1960s.

Grove Lane B20 
The Grove was a large Georgian house, demolished 1968. Handsworth Park 1889 was made from its parkland.

Grove Lane B76 
Named after The Grove, a medieval cruck-framed house and probably Sutton’s oldest building.

Gumbleberries Close B8

A building development c1970 named after a large house of that name built here 1874.
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Haden Way B12 
A late 20th-century road built to link the Moseley Road with the Middle Ring Road, it was named after wealthy button-maker Henry Haden who lived at Highgate House in an estate of 10 hectares at Belgrave Road/ Moseley Road (south-west corner) 1791-1837. He and his wife are buried at St Mary's Church Moseley.

Hagley Road B16 B17

The road to Hagley was originally Grindlestone Lane until it was adopted as part of the Halesowen/ Stourbridge Turnpike 1753.

Hall Road B8 
Saltley Hall was built before 1360 on a nearby moated site and rebuilt in the 17th century west of that previous hall and outside the moat. lord of the manor, Sir Charles Adderley was a royalist supporter and Prince Rupert is said to have lodged here during the Civil War. The hall was a farmhouse by 1760 and demolished by 1913. See Moated Sites.

Hall Road B36
Laid out as part of the 1950s building development around Southfield Avenue on one of the old open fields of Castle Bromwich, this road linking the 1930s Bradford Road with the old village on the Chester Road was named after Castle Bromwich Hall, which was built/ rebuilt? south of the church  by Sir Edward Devereux in the mid-16th century and remodelled to its present neo-classical appearance by Sir John Bridgeman at the end of the 17th century and his son, Sir John II in 1719.
Hamlet Road B28 
The road leading from the Stratford Road to the hamlet of Hall Green then centred on the Church of the Ascension and Hawe Hall.

Hamstead Road/ Hamstead Hill B20 
Part of the Old Walsall Turnpike 1727 from Birmingham Bull Street via Constitution Hill, Hockley Hill. The River Tame was forded north of Beauchamp Avenue. Hamstead Mill was a very early mill and is mentioned as Handsworth Mill in the Domesday Book.. See Mills. The first Hamstead Bridge would therefore have been built here at an early date. There is also a B43 Hamstead Road running from the north-west to Hamstead.
Hamstead Hall Avenue B20 
Hamstead Hall was a medieval moated manor house at Hamstead Hall Avenue/ Beauchamp Avenue from the mid-12th until the 18th century when it was demolished to be replaced by a new hall Hamstead Hall Avenue/ Acfold Road/ Parkside. This was demolished 1935. Its ruined icehouse can be found near the River Tame. See Moated Sites.

Handsworth New Road B18

Was new in 1885 built to improve access to Soho Road from the Dudley Road.
Hannon Road B14
Named after Sir Patrick Hannon MP for the Moseley constituency 1922-45.

Harborne Park Road B17
Harborne House was at one time Harborne manor house; the private park surrounding it gave the road its name. The 18th-century building became Bishops Croft 1911, residence of the bishops of Birmingham.


Harts Green Road B17

Named after Harts Green Farm which survived as a dairy farm until the early 1930s; the farm house was demolished 1934 with the building of Harts Green Estate.

Hartopp Road B74

Four Oaks Hall Luttrell Road was designed by William Wilson for Lord Ffolliot c1680 on land formerly part of Sutton Park; a statute of King Henry VIII was invoked allowing anyone to enclose 30 hectares of waste land and to construct a house on Sutton Chase. It was owned by the Luttrell family from 1744, by the Hartopp family from 1792. The estate was sold by Sir John Hartopp after 1870 to a company to build a Four Oaks racecourse; this failed to attract sufficient racegoers and in 1890 the hall and estate was sold to the Marquis of Clanrikarde who sold the land for residential development with restrictions on building and use similar to those imposed by the Calthorpes in Edgbaston. The hall was demolished 1898.

Hay Hall Road B11 
Hay Hall Lane was so known at least from the early 18th century. Hay Hall was a moated medieval house probably built by Robert de la Hay c1300. The hall came into the Este family 1423. The 15th-century hall was extended in Tudor times and the front (originally the rear) rebuilt in Georgian neo-classical style after a fire c1810. It was restored 1948 and is now used as offices. See Moated Sites. Kings Road B11 is named after the family who lived at Hay Hall in the 19th century.

Haye House Grove B36 
Haye House was held by the Chattocks probably from medieval times until the end of the 19th century. Hay Hall was rebuilt 1603 probably for the third time and the site is now built over. The original moated site was abandoned and Haye House built to replace it at Ermington Crescent/ Haye House Grove. See Moated Sites.


Hawkes Street B10 
Henry Hawkes was mayor of Birmingham 1852.

Hawkesley End B38 
A pond may be the remains of the moat surrounding Hawkesley Hall West Heath. See Moated Sites. The large housing estate was named after this hall.

Hawkesley Drive/ Hawkesley Crescent B31 
Hawkesley House Longbridge was a great hall built in the 13th century but with excavated evidence from the 11th century. It was occupied for Parliament 1644/ 5 during the Civil War, surrendered to the Royalists and burned. The hall rebuilt 1654, was replaced in the mid-19th-century by a house/ farm which was demolished to make way for 3 municipal blocks of flats 1958.

Hawkesley Mill Lane B31 
Hawkesley Mill was the top mill on the River Rea and is known to have existed in 1255. It survived as a corn mill until c1890. See Mills. Also Mill Lane and The Mill Walk.

Hazelwell Fordrough  Hazelwell Lane  Hazelwell Road  Hazelwell Street B29 
Hazelwell is a topographical name - a well/ spring near hazel trees. Hazelwell Hall manor house stood near Hazelwell Recreation Ground. Parliamentary commander Colonel Tinker Fox fortified the hall during the Civil War c1644 which was rebuilt as a neo-classical house in the 17th century. By 1840 it was a farmhouse which was demolished for The Hazelwell public house in the 1930s.

Heartlands Way B8/ B24
The Heartlands Development Corporation was set up in the 1990s to revitalise a long swathe of decayed industrial land along the Rea and Tame valleys. The Heartlands Spine Road opened in the late 1990s and was renamed Heartlands Way from Saltley to Bromford Bridge; from Bromford Bridge to the Chester Road it is Fort Parkway B24/ B36/ B35 named after the Fort Dunlop tyre factory, now partly the site of the Fort shopping centre, although tyres are still produced close by.

Heath Road South/ Heath Road B31/ B30

Leads across Row Heath ie. rough heath. The heath is also commemorated in High Heath Close. Similarly Rowheath Road: the barn of Rowheath Farm/ Row Heath Farm still stands. It is an 18th-century timber-framed barn of 7 bays with 2 wagon entrances to the threshing floor. It is now converted into dwellings.
Heath Street B18

Named after Birmingham Heath, a large area of uncultivated land now Winson Green.

Heath Mill Lane B9 
Formerly Coopers Mill Lane. Heath Mill used the dammed waters of the River Rea which often caused problems at Deritend ford by making the river too deep to cross. See Mills. There is also a record of a windmill known as Deritend Heath Windmill at Heath Mill Lane/ Fazeley Street from the mid-18th- to the mid-19th century.

Heathfield Road B19 
Handsworth Heath lay north of Hockley Brook. It was poor undeveloped agricultural land which was all enclosed by 1790. Heathfield House was a large Georgian house designed c1790 for James Watt who died here 1819. The house stood in a 20ha park between North Drive and West Drive.


Heath Way B34

The original route of the Heath Way ran from Shard End to Buckland End. It was extended to Hodge Hill Common to give access to the municipal housing development of Shard End after World War 2. It was named from the Heath which lay between Cat Lane and Heath Way.

Heaton Street B18 
Named from the Heatons of Birmingham Mint fame. Ralph Heaton founded a brass foundry in Shadwell Street 1794 which became the Birmingham Mint 1889.


Heeley Road B29

Bournbrook Mills were built by Henry Cambden 1707 for blade making; by 1816 gunmakers Heeley & Co were using the premises. The mill site at the north end of Dale Road is now occupied by industrial premises. See Mills.

Henshaw Road B10 
Named from Frederick Henry Henshaw 1807-1891 the artist who lived in Green Lane Small Heath. Turner encouraged his nature work and he is especially noted for his woodland scenes. Birmingham Art Gallery has examples of his work.

Heybarnes Road B10/ B25

First recorded as Haybern 1370 derives from Anglo-Saxon geheag bernes or geheag burna = barley-house enclosure/ close, or enclosure by the brook, ie. the River Cole.


High Street B5

With Digbeth, this is one of Birmingham oldest streets. The section adjoining New Street was known in the Middle Ages as the Beast Market or the English Market or Rother Market; the Welch End or Welch Market between the junction with Bull St and Dale End was where Welsh drovers brought their stock for sale.

Highfield Road B8 
This road was laid out after enclosure and named after the High Field which it crossed, one of the medieval open fields of Saltley and the last in Aston manor to be enclosed 1817.

Highgate Road B11/ B12 
This may derive from medieval heyne gate = high way, but is more probably a London import borrowed to add prestige to late-18th-century housing development in the area. Henry Haden's Highgate House was so-named by 1791. Highgate Road runs between the manors of Bordesley and Kings Norton and may have developed as a perambulation track marking the boundary. Highgate Middleway was constructed in the late 20th century as part of the Middle Ring Road scheme.

Hill Street B1 
This street was laid out after 1750 and given a topographical name.

Hill Hook Road B74

Derives from Anglo-Saxon hyll = Hill + huc = a pointed piece of land. Hill Hook Mill stood on the stream west of Netherstone Grove and is recorded on the 1st Edition OS map as Hill Oak Mill. The village of Hill to which Hill Hook presumably refers lies along B75 Hill Village Road and B74 the Lichfield Road.


Holborn Hill B7 
With Long Acre this is a 19th century borrowing from London; it was formerly Pool Lane named after the mill pool of Park Mill. The mill, also known as Bentons Mill, had two pools, one on Aston Brook, the other on a leat whose dam was crossed by Pool Lane. It was a blade mill 1725, rebuilt by Richard Benton to make blades by 1774.  From 1829 it was a rolling mill, and later a sandpaper factory. The water rights were sold to allow Aston Brook to be culverted in 1892.  In 1900 the mill buildings were incorporated into Plume Works, demolished 1941. No visible traces. See Mills.

Holder Road B25
Named after brewer Sir John Holder who owned land here; Flora Road, Geraldine Road, Gladys Road, Kathleen Road are named after his daughters. Holders Lane B13 and Sir Johns Road B29 commemorate him near his home at Pitmaston, hence Pitmaston Court demolished 1923 by the Ideal Benefit Society for their offices. The road is recorded as Burdenslone 1647


Hole Lane B31
Named after Hole Farm which stood just south of the river crossing certainly until the 1860s, by Hole Farm Road. The term holm later hole denoted flood meadows; it came to be used for a large deep pool on a river.

Holford Drive/ Holford Way B6/ B42 
Holdford/ Holford/ Oldford recorded 1591 probably derives from old ford. It is likely that this was the crossing point of the Roman Icknield Street across the River Tame. The ford was some 200m east of B42 Aldridge Road and replaced by Perry Bridge on Aldridge Road 1612. Holdford Farm stood west of B6 Holford Drive/ Pavilion Road.

Holliday Street B1 
Named after William Holliday, mayor 1863.

Holloway Head B1 
The old road to Bromsgrove and Worcester worn down to a hollow way; the head is the summit of the Hill. See Turnpikes. 
Holly Bush Grove B32
The Holly Bush Inn stood on this site on Beech Lanes which was renamed Hagley Road West 1926. A new Hollybush/ Holly Bush, now Jeffersons was built further up the Hill, towards Birmingham.
Holte Street B6 
Named after the Holte family: Sir Thomas Holte built Aston Hall c1631. Bracebridge Street is named from the Aston Hall connection: the Bracebridges of Atherstone Hall were related to the Holtes. The last of the line, Charles Holte Bracebridge died 1872, is buried at Mancetter. Great/ Lister Street B7 is named after Sir Lister Holte of Aston Hall who originally leased the land, later to become Ashted, to Dr Ash.

Holyhead Road B21 
The 1727 Wednesbury Turnpike was laid out largely as a new road via existing villages. The road was further improved by Thomas Telford 1801 as part of the London-Holyhead Mail Road after the Act of Union to allow Irish MPs easier access to the port of Holyhead. As with all the former-turnpikes it tends still to be known as 'the' Holyhead Road. See Turnpikes. 
Homer Street B12
Named after the Homer family who owned the tannery on the site of Lime Grove.

Horse Fair B1
The Horse Fair is a short stretch of road from Smallbrook Queensway as far as Essex Street; thereafter the road is named Bristol Street. This was Brick Kiln Lane until the end of the 18th century when the horse fair was moved here from the town centre to the outskirts. The markets, including those for livestock used to stretch from the Bull Ring the length of the High Street and Dale End.

Hospital Street B19
Opposite the General Hospital in Summer Lane began 1765 by Dr John Ash but not finally opened until 1779. It was replaced with a new building in Steelhouse Lane 1897.

Hurst Street B5
Formerly Hurst Hill, the name derives from Anglo-Saxon or Middle English and means wooded Hill. It became Hurst Street c1785.

Hurst Green Lane B76 
Hurst Green Farm is built on a medieval moated site; a hurst was a wooded Hill. See Moated Sites.

Hutton Road B8
Named in the 19th century after Birmingham’s first historian William Hutton who lived at Red Hill opposite this street on Washwood Heath in the second half of the 18th century. Bennetts Hill was his son’s house opposite, hence Bennetts Road.  See BIOGRAPHY.
I - Streetnames

Icknield Street B18
Icknield (or Ryknield) Street is the name of the Roman road from Bourton-on-the-Water to Wall; William Hutton incorrectly believed that the course of the Roman road from Metchley fort to Sutton Park ran through Hockley. See Roman Roads.
Icknield Port Road B18
Laid out from Ladywood to Winson Green c1850 it took its name from the canal wharves on the Ladywood Loop of the Birmingham Canal which it crosses near Rotton Park Street.
Inge Street B5
A mid-19th-century development, Inge Street was part of the wealthy Inge family’s estate. Nearby Thorp Street is named after the family home at Thorpe Hall, Thorpe Constantine, Staffordshire. Wrottesley Street 1844 is named after Henrietta Wrottesley who married Theodore Inge in the mid-18th century.

Ingleby Street B18

Laid out in the 1840s this street is named after Clement Ingleby, a lawyer of Welsh extraction who founded the Birmingham St David’s Society 1824.
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Jaffray Crescent B24
Jaffray Suburban Hospital 1884 was opened by the Prince of Wales 1885 to relieve pressure on the General Hospital in Steelhouse Lane and had 56 beds for chronic cases; it was largely funded by John Jaffray, business partner of John Feeney of the Birmingham Journal. It was demolished towards the end of the 20th century and housing and a medical centre built on the site.
James Watt Street James Watt Queensway B4 
Originally known as Thomas Street until 1882. (See Queensway.)

Jenkins Street B10 
In 1845 the Jenkins family owned Small Heath Meadow and Small Heath Fields later developed as Jenkins Street.

Jennens Road B4 
Named from the Jennens family; John Jennens had a very large town house on the High Street, owned iron furnaces at Bromford and Aston. His son Charles was a close friend to Handel. Andover Street is named after a Jennens’ descendant, Mary Viscountess of Andover c1800 who inherited much of the family fortune and land in this area. Howe Street is named from Admiral Earl Howe’s daughter, the niece of Charles Jennens; she married the Honourable Penn Assheton Curzon 1787, hence Curzon Street, and they inherited most of the Jennens estate.

Jesson Road B75 
Thomas Jesson was a silk merchant who founded the Jesson Charity 1707 to help with apprenticeships and education of Sutton children. The charity is still in existence.

John Bright Street B1 
A Birmingham Liberal MP from 1857 until his death 1889.


Jutland Road B13

One of the roads of a new council estate built c1920 commemorates the naval Battle of Jutland against Germany during World War 1 1916. Nearby Vimy Road  commemorates the Battle of Vimy Ridge 1917.

K - Streetnames

Kents Moat B26
Kents Moat off Sheldon Heath Road is complete and retains a substantial depth although it is now dry and has 20th-century housing in the middle. This sub-manor house of Sheldon was known as West Hall (Sheldon Hall was the East Hall) and dates from the 12th century. See Moated Sites.
Key Hill B18 
Corrupted from Kaye Hill named after Sir Arthur Kaye in the 18th century.

King Edward Square B73
Sutton Town Hall was originally built 1863 as the Royal Hotel for railway travellers on the line from Birmingham which had opened the previous year. It was bought as municipal offices for Sutton Coldfield 1902 and the square named after the new king, Edward VII.

King Edwards Road B1

This was formerly Crescent Street named after a large and finally unsuccessful building venture modelled on Bath’s famous example. It was built on land belonging to the King Edwards School Foundation.

Kingsbury Road B23/ B24/ B35/ B76. 
The Kingsbury Turnpike was created 1826. As with all the former-turnpikes it tends still to be known as 'the' Kingsbury Road. See Turnpikes. 
Kyotts Lake Road B11
Between Henley Street and Kyotts Lake Road, Foullake is recorded in the early 18th century. The land was later bought by the Kyott family who renamed the lake.
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Ladypool Road B11/ B12
Revenue from fish caught in the pool at the corner of Brighton Road, Balsall Heath Park, was given to Our Lady’s, St Mary’s Church, Moseley. (See Churches.) The use of ‘Our Lady’ indicates that this was a pre-reformation name. This was Ladypool Lane until building development in the second half of the 19th century.

Langley Hall Road B92
Langley Anglo-Saxon lang leage = long field/ clearing; Langley Hall Farm buildings stood certainly up to c1970 where Hall Green Social Club is now. The area was Bromhale in 972 = 'heath where broom grows'. There was an earthwork here known as Clay Walls, but its origin and purpose are known. See Gospel Lane above.

Langley Road B10
Named after Birmingham artist Walter Langley who moved to Newlyn in Cornwall. He was known for his paintings of people, some of which are in Birmingham Art Gallery. He died in 1922.

Larches Street B11
After Joseph Priestley’s Fair Hill house was burned down in the 1791 Riots, Dr William Withering had a new mansion built named The Larches after two trees he planted on the site. He moved here from Edgbaston Hall 1799. Birmingham’s first MP Thomas Attwood also lived here for a time as did the banking family, the Galtons. Sir Francis Galton was born here 1822 whose mother was the daughter of Erasmus Darwin whose grandson was Charles Darwin of The Origin of Species fame. Two of his brothers were named Erasmus and Darwin, hence Erasmus Road and Darwin Street B12. The Larches was demolished 1874 for housing development.
Lawley Middleway B4
Lawley Street was named in the 19th century after Sir Robert Lawley, from 1780 MP for Warwickshire which then included Birmingham.

Lea Ford Road B33/ B34

The road is documented 1356. A ford here, Coleford/ Cole Ford, en route from Gressel Lane and Sheldon Hall is first documented here 1544 though certainly much older (Anglo-Saxon?); there was a good  river crossing here on sand and gravel. It was subsequently supplemented with a wooden footbridge. A bailey road bridge was erected soon after World War 2; the present bridge was built c1960.

Lea Hall Road B20 
Lea Hall B20 Handsworth Wood Lane/ Lea Hall Road is a 3-storey neo-classical house built c1790 for the Muntz family. See Surviving Georgian Buildings. The stone-built Lea Hall Farm stood on Wood Lane and is the likely origin of the name. The railway junction here is known as Lea Hall Junction built 1887; it joins the Grand Junction Railway Birmingham-Liverpool via the Perry Barr-Soho Loop with the Birmingham, Wolverhampton & Stour Valley Railway.


Lea Hall Road B33

Lea Hall manor house (sub-manor of Yardley) was built on a moated site south of Lea Hall Station at B33 Lea Village/ Folliott Road and is evidenced by 19th-century fieldnames, Pool Field and Moat Leasow; it was demolished 1937 with the building of Lea Hall railway station. Lea derives from the Anglo-Saxon word for a clearing. See Moated Sites. This road was called Somerlone (Summer Lane) in 1402. Somerlone Mdw is recorded 1444 east of Cole Hall Lane, north of Kitts Green Road. A small stream ran down to the River Cole here; presumably the land here was too waterlogged in winter and only usable as grazing in summer.

Lea Village 1275 from Anglo-Saxon leage = forest clearing, = hall. The village stretched from Lea Hall along the road now called Lea Village down to the junction of Gressell Lane and Lea Ford Road.

Lench Street B4
Lench’s Trust founded 1525 is Birmingham’s oldest charity named after its benefactor William Lench whose bequest is used mainly to maintain almshouses.

Ley Hill Road B74

Ley Hill is first recorded as atte Leye 1275, la Lee, Anglo-Saxon leage hyll = forest clearing Hill. The Hill is between B74 Lichfield Road and Four Oaks Road in the area of The Fordrough. Ley Hill Road is a little way from the Hill itself.

Ley Hill Farm Road B31

Ley Hill
Lichfield Road B6/ B23/ B72/ B74
The Lichfield Road is of great antiquity leading as it does to a crossing of the river Tame at Salford Bridge. Lichfield Street was the northern end of what is now Corporation Street. In 1807 it became a toll road, the Lichfield Turnpike. As with all the former-turnpikes it tends still to be known as 'the' Lichfield Road. See Turnpikes.
Lifford Lane B30
Lifford = la Ford, ie. the ford across the River Rea. The ford where B30 Lifford Lane now bridges the river may be pre-Roman, but was certainly in use on the Roman Icknield Street, the road from Alcester to Metchley fort. The road runs via Stirchley whose name means ‘(Roman) road clearing’. Its route follows the Pershore Road to Bournville Lane after which it is unknown. See Roman Roads. The present Lifford Hall was built 1604 on the site of a medieval building; Adam de la Ford is recorded as living at Lifford Hall 1275. It was the home of James Hewitt, Viscount Lifford who became the Chancellor of Ireland.

Lincoln Road/ Lincoln Road North B27
is recorded as Shawley Lane 1495. The placename Shawley / Shirley refers to a site in the Bosworth Road area and may mean shire clearing. The Worcestershire/ Warwickshire county boundary crossed the Coventry Road east of B26 Clay Lane.
Little Bromwich Road B8
Little Bromwich; Bramewice, Anglo-Saxon brom wic = broom (ie. the shrub) dairy farm (Little was added to distinguish it from West Bromwich and Castle Bromwich) 13th century Parva Bromwich (Latin = little); by 1658 was also being called Ward End. Alum Rock covers much of the former manor.

Little Heath Croft B34

On 18th century maps the area around School Lane/ Heathway is shown as Little Heath; the name of the road was given in the post-World War 2 housing development of Buckland End and Shard End. Similarly The Heathway and Heathland Avenue was named after the Heath west of Buckland End and Heathland Avenue

Livery Street B3
Laid out in 1745 taking its name from Swann’s Riding Academy at the junction of Cornwall Street, at the time this was the longest street in Birmingham. It gave rise to one of few Birmingham expressions, ‘a face as long as Livery Street.’
Lodge Road B18
A house at Lodge Hill is shown on Kempson’s 1810 map as The Lodge at Harmer Street/ Bredon Croft. It may have derived its name from the medieval lodge of the keeper of the lords of Birmingham’s rabbit warren on Birmingham Heath. Lodge Road ran along the dam of Little Hockley Pool.

Longmore Street B12
Named after Longmoors Farm and estate along the River Rea. The name is probably medieval, a field name meaning 'long marsh'; until the Rea was culverted at the end of the 19th century land here was regularly subject to flooding. Longmoors was owned by the chaplain of Deritend, Dr John Cox, and was finally sold for building development 1869.

Louise Lorne Road B13 
Named after Louise 1848-1939, 8th child of Queen Victoria; she married the Marquis of Lorne, later to be the Duke of Argyll. She became a noted sculptor; the statue of her mother with the monarchs on the front of Lichfield Cathedral is hers.

Loveday Street B4 
Named after Loveday Croft on this site belonging to St Martin’s-in-the-Bull Ring whose rent paid provided for entertainment on ‘loveday’, a mediaeval church festival when the parish priest encouraged people to settle disputes.

Lozells Road Lozells Street B19 
Streets named from the placename whose origin is uncertain. In 1546 it is recorded as Lorres Hill or Lowsill - it may be a personal name ie. Lor’s wood? Bird 1991 believes it derives from Lowes Hill after Lowe’s Farm by Hockley Brook.

Ludgate Hill B3 
An 18th-century London borrowing.

Luttrell Road B74 
Named after the Luttrell family. Simon Luttrell of Four Oaks who became the first Earl of Carhampton benefited from the Corporation’s generosity by being granted in 1757 some 17 hectares of Sutton Park for his own estate.
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Macdonald Street B5 
Named after a family from Scotland in the early 19th century; Angelina Street and Emily Street are named after two daughters.

Mackadown Lane B33 
An Anglo-Saxon road, derived from Machitone, Anglo-Saxon Macca’s tun = Macca’s farm, the original manor of Sheldon in the Domesday Book. Prior to Sheldon Hall being built probably in the 12th century the Anglo-Saxon manor house and village stood at the corner of Mackadown Lane and Tile Cross Road. Tile Cross Road and Mackadown Lane were tracks giving access around the great open field of Rye-Eddish and on towards Sheldon parish church, St Giles.

Magdala Street B18 
Named after the Battle of Magdala in Abyssinia/ Ethiopia 1868 at which Sir Robert Napier defeated the army of Emperor Theodore of Abyssinia.

Maitland Road B8
Named after Sir Arthur Steel-Maitland  1918-1929 Conservative MP for Erdington which included Alum Rock at that time.

Maney Corner B72

The name Maney is first recorded 1285 and derives from Anglo-Saxon Manna eg  = Manna’s well-watered land; or maene eg = common well-watered land. The land is well watered by Plantsbrook which flows from Sutton Park via Mill Street, is now culverted under Sutton town centre, to reappear at Upper Holland Road.

Maney Hill Road B72

Maney Hill rises south of Maney. Monkseaton Road is believed to be the site of a standing stone of unknown origin taken for use as a padstone for the 14th-century windmill that stood here. Maney Mill is Birmingham’s earliest record of a windmill 1309.
Manor Drive/ Manor Hill B73 
Sutton Manor House is documented 1315, built by the Earls of Warwick, demolished c1510. The hall was rebuilt early in the 16th century, in poor condition by 1762 and demolished. By 1860 a new house was built which still stands.

Manor House Lane B26 
The original lane to Lyndon manor house was made into a private drive to the house known as Old Gilbertstone in 1846; this lane replaced it as a route to the manor house, which survived in a derelict state until c1970 when it was demolished.

Manor Farm Road B11 
Greet manor house was a timbered building which stood close to the River Cole from medieval times; it was rebuilt in late Georgian times and known as Manor Farm. Demolished by 1930 Greet Inn stands on the site.


Manor Road B33

A fanciful name for a late-Victorian/ Edwardian development. There is no manor house nearby.

Mansfield Road B25 
Mansfield Road commemorates the family which owned Pinfold House and 25 hectares of farmland here in the 18th century.

Margaret Road B17 
From Margaret Nettlefold who ceremonially inaugurated the building of Moor Pool Estate. Her husband John Sutton Nettlefold was an influential chairman of the Housing Committee and very interested in the garden-city concept.

Marsh Hill/ Marsh Lane B23
These are self-explanatory topographical names and certainly in use by 1804, though undoubtedly much older. The west end of Marsh Lane is the source of a small tributary which runs westwards through Bleak Hills recreation ground to Hawthorn Brook at Witton Lakes. Was this the marsh?

Martineau Square B2
Martineau Street was built as part of the Corporation Street development from the 1870s onwards, taking its name from Thomas Martineau, Lord Mayor 1884-1885-1886. Martineau Square was developed c1970 as a pedestrian shopping precinct and redeveloped 2000.

Mason Road B24

Cut in the 1880s this road is name after local philanthropist Josiah Mason.

Masshouse Circus Queensway B4/  Masshouse Lane B5
Named after the church of Ste Marie Magdelene & St Francis, Birmingham’s first Roman Catholic church since the Reformation. It was destroyed by an anti-papist mob 1688. The road became part of the Inner Ring Road in the late 1960s. (See Queensway.) See Churches.

Maypole Lane B14
The May Pole is believed to have been a tall pole which stood here to direct travellers, later also used as a maypole.

Metchley Lane B15

Derives from Anglo-Saxon micel gehaeg = small hedged/ fenced field/ enclosure, earliest record Michelhaye 1350. Metchley Park lay east of Metchley Lane around Metchley Park Road and was a medieval deer park belonging to the de Birmingham family, which may be the original site of the small hedged enclosure. Metchley Lane is an old route running from the Harborne Lane river crossing of Bournbrook up to Harborne. Metchley Drive is 20th-century development. Metchley Abbey at Metchley Lane/ Abbey Road is an early 19th-century house in gothic style. The name is a romantic association typical of the period, for there never was an abbey here.

Middlemore Road B31 
Named from the Middlemore family who held the Manor of Edgbaston from the 14th century for c300 years.

Middleton Hall Road B30

The name derives from Anglo-Saxon middle tun = middle farm (between Kings Norton and Northfield), first recorded as Middeltune. Middleton Hall which may have stood on a moated site at was at Northfield Road/ Middleton Hall Road junction. The former road was an old route along Cotta’s ridge ie. Cotteridge from Northfield; Middleton Hall Road is a 20th-century development.

Mill Lane B5
Town Mill was built by William Ash 1549 as a blade mill; it was destroyed by royalist troops 1643. Rebuilt as a corn mill it was converted c1750 to slitting iron for nail making by Sampson Lloyd II. The mill was gone by 1839. See Mills.

Mill Lane B3
Named after Digbeth Mill/ Cotterills Mill/ Northfield Mill on the River Rea which was still was working as a corn mill in 1908; it was demolished in the 1930s. See Mills.

Mill Lane B32
Connops Mill on Stonehouse Brook was probably Weoley Castle’s mill, site at the north end of Senneleys Park from at least the 15th century. It takes its name from Benjamin Connop, miller, farmer and beer retailer in 1873. The mill house became the Mill Inn by 1900. See Mills.
Mill Street B72
Sutton Mill on Plantsbrook is reputed to have been the manorial mill since the time of King Athelstan (r.924-939) and was certainly there in 1298. During the early 15th century five millpools lay between the church and the manor house (Manor Road), the dam serving as a roadway, present Mill Street. The pool outlet flowed through an arch under the dam to the mill on the east side of Mill Street. The dam was breached in 1668 causing serious flooding in the town; the mill was ruined and never rebuilt and the pool was subsequently drained.

Millhouse Road B25
Wash Mill on the River Cole was restored by Richard Bradewell 1385. This was Yardley’s mill and until 1914 remained a twin-wheel corn mill. It was demolished in the late 1920s when the area was developed for municipal housing. The road follows the course of the mill’s headrace. See Mills.
Millpool Hill Alcester Road South B14
Mill Pool Hill has been so-called since the 18th century; Mill Pool Hill Farm stood on the site of Meadfoot Avenue but other than the name no documentary or archaeological evidence of the mill here has been found. See Mills.

The Minories B4
This passage was made from Bull Street into The Square, Old Square c1697 and named from the friars minor of St Thomas’s Priory which stood close by. It was maintained as a right of way when Lewis’s store was built over it.

Moat Coppice B32
Before it was demolished Moat Farm had visible signs of a medieval moat. See Moated Sites.

Moat Lane B5
Formerly Court Lane, the road leading to Birmingham Manor House, occupied by the de Berminghams from the 12th century where the manorial court took place. The moat was dug in the 14th century; it was filled and all buildings demolished 1815 to make way for the open market. See Moated Sites.

Moat Lane B26
A moated site 45m square at Gilbertstone Recreation Ground is now covered by a car park and electricity substation. See Moated Sites.

Moat House Road B8
Little Bromwich Hall was the manor house of Little Bromwich, later known as Alum Rock. It is a moated site known as the Moat House by 1911, though no visible trace of a moat survives. By the 18th century it had become a farmhouse and an Anglican convent in 1911. See Moated Sites.

Moilliet Street B18
Named after Jean Louis Moilliet who founded Moilliet & Sons Bank after 1815 which joined with Lloyds Bank in 1877. The Moilliet family bought and rebuilt Abberley Lodge at Great Witley 1836, hence Abberley Street.

Mole Street B12

A handsome estate was built on the land of Thomas Mole after his death 1831. Highgate Road was formerly known as Thomas Street. Mole’s mansion lay off B11 Anderton Road.

Monument Lane B45

Lord Plymouth’s Monument 1834 is a granite obelisk erected by the Worcester Yeomanry Cavalry commemorating his role as colonel: Plymouth had raised the yeomanry against the threat of rural rebellion during the depression after the Napoleonic Wars. Artillery practice took place on Plymouth’s Lickey estate.

Monument Road B16
Perrotts Folly or the Monument stands c30m high and has 139 steps. It was built as a gothic viewing tower 1758 by John Perrott on his country estate, the old manorial park of Rotton Park. The folly was used from 1884 as one of the world’s first weather stations by Abraham Follet Osler.

Monyhull Hall Road B14
Monyhull Hall manor house is a likely a medieval moated site. The present hall, built in the 16th century, rebuilt 1750 in neo-classical style, became a City Mental Hospital 1905 and, much altered with many additions, survives in its Georgian form. See Moated Sites.

Moor Street,  Moor Street Queensway B5
Moor Street was formerly Mole Street possibly from Latin moldendum = mill; by 1731 both names were cited.

Moor End Lane B24

Moor End Green originates from Anglo-Saxon mor green = marshy common pasture. End usually signifies a location at the extremity of a unit of land eg. a parish, manor or quarter.

Moor Green Lane B13

Derives from 13th century Mora, Anglo-Saxon mor green = marshy common pasture. The lane was the southern limit of the park belonging to Moseley Hall; the park wall ran along its northern side in the 18th century. Prior to the Pershore Turnpike 1825 the old road followed Moseley Road/ Alcester Road via Moor Green Lane after which it forded the River Rea at Dogpool Lane.

Moor Hall Drive B75
Old Moor Hall/ Old Moor Hall Farm/ Old Farm/ Moor Hall Farm/ the Moat House is not to be confused with nearby Moor Hall built by Bishop Vesey and since demolished and rebuilt. Old Moor Hall is recorded 1434 owned by Roger Harewell and is traditionally Bishop Vesey’s birthplace 1462?. This sandstone building has surviving 14th-century roof timbers. See Moated Sites.

Moorsom Street B6
Captain W S Moorsom was not only one of the earliest Birmingham town councillors but the engineer responsible for the Birmingham & Gloucester Railway 1840, a line famous for the steep and long Lickey Incline; Moorsom bought in some American locomotives to assist trains up the slope. See Railways.

Muntz Street B10 
Industrialist George Frederick Muntz was a Birmingham MP 1840-57, his son Philip Henry Muntz was also an MP and Lord Mayor 1839-41. The street was named by the end of the 19th century. Umberslade Road B29 is named after the Muntz family home in Hockley Heath from the 1850s. The hall was built 1700 for Thomas Archer, architect of St Philip’s Cathedral.
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Navigation Street B2 
Named after the canal navigation, the Birmingham canal cut nearby 1769. See Canals.

Nechells Park Road B7 
There is no documentary evidence of Nechells Hall but Nechells Park is shown on Beighton’s 1725 map; Nechells Park Farm may well have been the successor of an earlier manor house.

Needless Alley B2 
Dating from the early 18th century the name is probably a corruption of ‘Needlers’ Alley’.


Newbridge Road B9 
The ford through the River Cole at Yardley Green Road was a difficult on clay. It was referred to as Blakeley Ford 1383 but as Rotyford 1435 ie slippery ford. A footbridge was built alongside the ford c1464, and the present brick New Bridge 1810, after which the road was then named.


New Hall Drive B75 
New Hall originally dates to c1200 and believed to be the oldest inhabited completely moated house in England. The original house was rebuilt hence its name by Sir John de Lizours 1341. It was extended by Thomas Gibbons 1542 and extended again in the 16th- and 17th century. Much altered 1796 and again 1870 by the Chadwick family to its present form. See Moated Sites.

New Meeting Street B5 
 With the passing of the Act of Toleration 1689 the Old Meeting House was built on a site now under the forecourt of New Street Station (formerly Grub Street, later Old Meeting Street) and demolished 1882 for the enlargement of the station. A new New Meeting House was built 1732. Joseph Priestley was appointed pastor 1780 and the building was burned down during the 1791 Riots; it was rebuilt 1802 and consecrated 1961 as St Michael & St Joseph RC Church.

New Street B2 
New Street is famously one of Birmingham’s oldest streets first recorded 1397. It was probably laid out by the lord of the manor during the 12th century with new burgage plots as the medieval town around the Bull Ring prospered. The top end of New Street was later known as Swinford Street after its destination, Swinford, ie. Stourbridge.

Newton Street B4 
Laid out c1710 by John Pemberton, the builder of Old Square, and named after his friend Stephen Newton.
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Oakfield Road B12
Named after Oakfield House, a large mansion built by brassfounder Thomas Cooke at the end of the 18th century; its name may derive from a fieldname.

Old Church Road B17
St Peter, Harborne Parish Church is first mentioned 1279; the lower part of tower is 14th-century possibly on an earlier base; the upper part was rebuilt in the 15th-century. In 1820 all but the tower rebuilt in classical style in brick and in 1867 all but the tower rebuilt in gothic style stone by Yeoville Thomason. Also St Peters Road.


Old Croft Lane B34

Known as Hawcroft Lane until the 19th century, a name that derives from the word haw, probably from medieval haga = hedge, enclosure, enclosed property.

Old Farm Road B33
The old farm was either Fir Tree Farm/ Firtree Farm which stood on a site between Flaxley Road and Old Farm Road, or it may refer to Hill House Farm formerly at at Flaxley Close, a three-storeyed gabled Victorian house pebble-dashed in the 20th century. As Flaxley or Flaxleys Farm it is believed to have been recorded as early as 1218 and had 17th-century timber framing in the building. After World War 2 the house was used asd the manse for the pastor of |Stechford Baptist Church in Victoria Road Stechford. It was subsequently long abandoned as a dwelling but still stood c1980 in use as a coal merchant’s; the site is now covered by the houses of Flaxley Close. This site very likely dates from the early Saxon settlement of Yardley. Also Hill House Lane.

Old Moat Drive B31
The original Northfield manor house may have stood here from the 11th until the 14th century when Weoley Castle took its place. The moat at Moat Farm was filled in 1930 and houses built 1965. See Moated Sites.

Old Square B4
Originally The Square, a high-class development 1697 consisting of an elegant square of 16 houses built by John Pemberton who lived there.

Old Walsall Road B42
The Walsall Turnpike of 1727 became the 'Old' Walsall Road when the New Walsall Road, the modern Walsall Road offered a more direct route from 1831. As with all the former-turnpikes it tends still to be known as 'the' Old Walsall Road. See Turnpikes.
Oldknow Road B10
Commemorates Dr Joseph Oldknow, Birmingham’s first High-Church Anglican, vicar of Holy Trinity, Camp Hill 1841.

Olton Boulevard B11 B27
Olton Boulevard from the River Cole crossing on the Warwick Road at Greet to the boundary at Olton via Fox Hollies was designed as an Acocks Green by-pass in the 1920s. With the outbreak of World War 2 1939 work was abandoned and the scheme has never been completed.

Ombersley Road B12

This area was one of the last to be built up in Balsall Heath. It was developed after the death in 1890 of the estate’s owner, John Gregory Watkins, who lived at Woodfield House at Ombersley near Worcester. Hence also Woodfield Road.

Oozells Street B1/ B16 
Takes its name from Oozels Farm which was in existence by the 18th century; it may be the name of an earlier landowner. The street was cut 1837.

Orphanage Road B23 
Formerly Bell Lane, named from Josiah Mason's orphanage 1869-1964.

Osler Street B16 
From Abraham Follett Osler, meteorologist and horologist who gave Big Brum, the Art Gallery clock to the city 1885.

Oxford Street B5 
Runs underneath the Birmingham & Oxford Railway 1852 which is carried from Snow Hill Station high above on Brunel’s 58-arch Bordesley Viaduct across the Rea Valley.
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Paper Mill End B44 
Paper Mill on Hol Brook was in existence in the 17th century and gone by the 1880s. See Mills.
Paradise Circus Paradise Street B1/ B3 
Paradise is quite a common land or farm name. The word came into Middle English from the Greek translation of the Bible where the word is used of the Garden of Eden (Book of Genesis). It had a variety of related meanings from enclosure to park to garden and was used for such until the 18th century. Paradise Close was a field south of Paradise Street, which was Paradise Row by 1785 and Paradise Street by 1792. (See also Queensway.)

Paradise Lane B28 
Paradise Farm was rebuilt in Georgian times and demolished c1960.

Park Hill B13 
Laid out 1865 and named after the park of Moseley Hall which it ran alongside. Also Park Road.

Park Lane B6 
Originally Park Wall Lane or Wall Lane this road was renamed in the mid-19th century after the private parkland belonging to Aston Hall whose boundary it marked.

Park Road B11

Sparkhill Park was opened by Yardley Rural District Council 1904.
Park Road B18
Park Road was laid out along a path beside Soho Pool c1850 and was named after the park surrounding Soho House bought 1761 by Matthew Boulton built and rebuilt in neo-classical style.

Park Street B5 
Named in the 1553 Survey of the manor, this was originally Little Park Street and ran along the northern edge of the parkland belonging to the lords of the manor of Birmingham. Rotton Park would have been the main hunting ground.

Pebble Mill Road B5 
This 20th-century road is named after Pebble Mill, a fulling mill in the 16th century, used for blade grinding in the mid-17th century and a corn mill again by the mid-19th century. Bourne Brook here has a stony bed. See Mills.
Peck Lane B2 
Running from New Street to Dudley Street by 1731 and the site of the town jail, Peck Lane disappeared under New Street Station 1852; in 1862 the town council tried unsuccessfully to have the right of way reinstated, but in a gesture of goodwill the railway company built a bridge over the station along the line of the old road. Through continual use over nearly a hundred years this became a right of way and when New Street Station was rebuilt 1967 the passage (though not the name) was maintained through what is now the Pavilions shopping centre.

Peddimore Lane B76 
Peddimore Hall is a 17th-century hall built for William Wood, the Warden of Sutton Corporation on a 13th-century site. The timber-framed barn dates from 1385. Peddimore derives from Anglo-Saxon Pede’s or Peoda’s mor = marshland.

Peel Street B18 
Sir Robert Peel was prime minister 1834, 1841-1850. Aberdeen Street is named after Lord Aberdeen, prime minister 1852-1855; Lord Carlisle and Lord Lansdowne were members of his government, hence Carlisle Street and Lansdowne Street.

Pemberton Street B18 
Thomas Pemberton who came from a family of goldsmiths built a mansion on Colmore Row/ Bennetts Hill corner. It was his son John Pemberton who built Old Square.

Penns Lane B72 
Named from Joseph Penn’s mill recorded 1618; Penns Hall is first recorded 1759 leased by Joseph Webster. See Mills.
Pershore Street/ Pershore Road/ Pershore Road South B5/ B29/ B30 
Pershore Street was only a track until the Pershore Turnpike was created as a new route from Birmingham town centre1825. As with all the former-turnpikes it tends still to be known as 'the' Pershore Road. See Turnpikes. Pershore Street was originally called Wellington Street to commemorate the Duke of Wellington's victory at the Battle of Waterloo 1815; During the 1830s in recognition of Thomas Attwood’s efforts for wider electoral franchise, it was known as Attwood Street; Wellington was noted for his opposition to this. The street subsequently took its name from the Pershore Road into which it ran directly.

Pineapple Road B30 
Pineapple Farm is first recorded 1678. Posts topped with a stone carved in a pinecone design were fashionable at this time and were known as pineapples. Presumably there were such at here. Pineapple Estate was named after the farm and was laid out in the early 1930s. See Placenames GAZETTEER.
Pinfold Street B2 
The pinfold or pound for stray farm animals; owners could claim their livestock on payment of a fine. The street was in existence by 1731, but the pinfold probably dates back to the 17th century.

Pitts Farm Road B24 
Pitts farm/ Little Pitts Farm on the Chester Road was named after holes left by excavating sand and gravel for commercial use; a hollow still remains visible nearby in Pype Hayes Park. The farm was demolished in 1961 for housing development. Also Little Pitts Close.

Pitsford Street B18 
Named from a sandpit which supplied sand especially to Birmingham brassfounders; the pit was later used to lay out the Church of England Cemetery in Warstone Lane 1848.

Plants Brook Road B76

Named after the stream also known as East Brook or Ebrook which runs southwards from Sutton Park, west of Reddicap Heath and Walmley, through Pype Hayes and into the River Tame at Castle Vale.

Pool Farm Road B28 
Pool Farm stood near the Round Pool in Fox Hollies Park.

Pool Way/ Poolway B33
Named in the second half of the 20th century from Pool Lane, this is a topographical name. Clay known as marl was dug and spread on crop fields especially on lighter soils to increase the fertility. The marlpits filled with water and were used to water cattle and as fish ponds. There were also kilns at work in Yardley, five of them at Church End using clay from local pits for tile-making. Pool Lane was originally Parklone, Park Lane, so-called because it gave access to the park of Sheldon’s west hall at Kents Moat. Dagarding Way is B26/ B33 Broadstone Road/ Pool Way and the continuation as a footpath in Kents Moat Park was formerly Dagarding Weg, Dagard’s Folks’ Way, one of very few roads named from Anglo-Saxon times and presumably leading to the settlement of Dagarding’s people close by. The road here marked the boundary between the manors and parishes of Yardley and Sheldon. See the Yardley charter.
Pretoria Road B9 
Streets here built not long after the Boer War at the end of the 19th century include Pretoria Road capital of the Boer republic of the Transvaal; Churchill Road, Winston Churchill fought in the Boer War, was captured but escaped; Botha Road, named after the Boer general who became the first prime minister of the Union of South Africa; and Colonial Road.

Priestley Road B11 
A plaque marks the site of Joseph Priestley’s country mansion, Fair Hill, destroyed in the 1791 Birmingham Riots. The house was rebuilt as the Larches, home of Dr William Withering which was demolished c1871. See BIOGRAPHY. Auckland Road is named after William Eden, Lord Auckland, a government ambassador and friend of Priestley.

Princip Street B4

Or Princep Street was laid out by 1792 and named by 1820 after the family who owned the land from the early 18th century.

Priory Queensway B4 
Formerly Upper Priory and Lower Priory named after the medieval Priory of St Thomas which disappeared during the dissolution of the monasteries. It became part of the Inner Ring Road in the mid-1960s. (See Queensway.)

Priory Road B6 
Aston Priory is believed to have stood within a small moated site here. See Moated Sites.

Priory Road B28 
Believed to be the site of Colebrook Priory.

HOME
BACK to Street Names A-Z
Placenames GAZETTEER
Q - Streetnames

Quarry Lane B31
A self-explanatory name probably dating from the Middle Ages. The Birmingham Ridge is a strip of red sandstone (Bromsgrove sandstone, formerly known as keuper sandstone) which runs from Lichfield, through Birmingham city centre, via Northfield and down to Bromsgrove. Although it is a soft sandstone and wears easily it was used locally for building. Northfield church is built of stone very likely quarried from here.

Queens Road B6

A ¾ mile drive from Aston Hall flanked by chestnut trees along the line of Queens Road is shown on Tomlinson’s map from the Lichfield Road to Aston Hall. This was a development across the south and east of Aston Park in the 1850s which included Park Road, Victoria Road, Vicarage Road, Sycamore Road, Pugh Road, Clifton Road, Tower Road and Whitehead Road. The road is named after Queen Victoria.

Queens Road B26
Named after Queen Victoria when Old Yardley Park was opened by Yardley Rural District Council on land given by Yardley Great Trust c1900. Probably from medieval times this was Back Lane around the rear of the village centre; then Grove Lane named after a large mid-19th-century mansion, The Grove (later The Poplars) at Vibart Road/ Farnol Road and the home of the Ashmore family.

Queens Park Road B17 
Queens Park 1898 was paid for by funds raised at Queen Victoria’s Jubilee 187l; Turks Lane was then renamed Queens Park Road.

Queensbridge Road B13 
Named after the road bridge over the Birmingham & Gloucester Railway completed 1840 at Alcester Road/ High Street which was named Queensbridge in honour of Victoria’s accession 1837.

Queensway B1/ B2/ B3/ B4/ B5/ 
In 1971 when Queen Elizabeth II opened the Inner Ring Road, then called the Ringway, she was invited to name as The Queensway the tunnel between Great Charles Street and Suffolk Street. After driving round the Ring Road she named all of it The Queensway: hence Suffolk Street Queensway, Paradise Circus Queensway, Great Charles Street Queensway, St Chad’s Circus Queensway, St Chads Queensway, Lancaster Circus Queensway, James Watt Queensway, Masshouse Circus Queensway, Moor Street Queensway, St Martins Circus Queensway, Smallbrook Queensway, Holloway Circus Queensway.

Queslett Road/ Queslett Road East B43/ B74

Derives from the name of a rural hamlet at the junction of Aldridge Road/ Beacon Road and Queslett Road. The name is Anglo-Saxon queest slade = wood pigeon, small (boggy) valley.
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The Radleys/ Radley Walk B33
Named after Radley Moor which is recorded 1176 as Radelega = red fields, from the sandy soil. The moor was a strip of boggy land along Platt Brook which has still not been built on.

Raglan Road B12 and B21
Lord Raglan was Commander-in-Chief in the Crimean War 1854-1856.

Rea Street B5
This road alongside the River Rea was first called Bridge Lane, then Long Bridge Street until it took its present name c1800.

Rectory Road B31
Named after Rectory of Northfield church; the outhouses here are 16th-century timber-framed with an 18th century brick wing, and now converted into garages.

Rectory Road B75
Sutton Coldfield Rectory was a large Georgian-style building built 1710 by William Wilson for John Riland in extensive grounds; demolished 1936. Many old park trees still stand in Rectory Park.

Redhall Road B32
Is the former site of Redhall Grange, a farming estate run by lay brothers belonging to Halesowen Abbey.

Redhill Road B25 and B38
A topographical name based on the clay soil colour. In the Birmingham area there must have been many red fields, but this probably denotes the track up the red hill. Through-routes tried to find the best ways of travelling ie. across sand and gravel country, but this was not always possible. The clay on the red hill on the Coventry Road made this a notoriously slippery spot in wet weather. See also Coventry Road.

Reddicap Heath B75/ B76

In 1763 there was a farm here known as Mother Red-Cap Farm which may be the origin of the name; cap may indicate a look-out or beacon. The district centres on the junction of Reddicap Heath Road and Hollyfield Road. Reddicap Hill runs up from the valley of Plantsbrook (East Brook/ Ebrook) to Reddicap Heath.

Reddings Lane B13
originates from a fieldname: Anglo-Saxon hryding ie. cleared woodland, and medieval. When Moseley Hall was rebuilt 1796 a ha-ha 250m long was dug along the north side of the track north of which the land was known as the Riddings. The track became Reddings Road some 100 years later. Also The Reddings B47 Reddings Lane B11/ B28 (Yardley Tithe Map 1843 shows 3 fields of that name between Reddings Lane and Spring Road, although the lane itself was known as Scotteslone in 1360) and The Riddings B33 B76.

Redstone Farm Road B28
Formerly Langley Lane (see Langley Hall Road above), the present name is misplaced: the farm was on the Warwick Road on the Birmingham boundary.

Rickman Drive B15
Named in the early 1960s development after famous architect Thomas Rickman who designed nearby St Thomas's Church, Bath Row 1825. See Churches. Born in Liverpool Rickman was based in Birmingham and is remembered for description of the phases of gothic architecture as well as being an early exponent of its reintroduction.  See BIOGRAPHY.
Robin Hood Lane B28
Robin Wood covered an area around Highfield Road between the Stratford Road and Trittiford. At some time in the 19th century the name was misread/ miswritten as Robin Hood. Robin Hood Crescent, Sherwood Road and Marion Way are 20th-century additions. See Six Ways. 
Rocky Lane B6
A topographical name of the lane worn down into the sandstone of the Birmingham ridge, a holloway in solid rock.

Rocky Lane B42
A topographical name. Rock Farm lay on this road until the 1940s.

Rotton Park Road B16
Rotton was first recorded 1275; Parc de Rotton juxta (near) Birmingham 1307; Anglo-Saxon rot tun = cheerful farm. The medieval park was a private deer park of lords of the manor, the de Birminghams. Rotton Park Road is itself of medieval origin and may be earlier.

Royal Mail Street B1 
Made during redevelopment in the late 1960s to give access to the new Central Post Office after abandoning the sorting facilities behind the Post Office in Victoria Square. The Sorting Office moved again 2000 to New Town Row, the former building being converted into expensive apartments and a prestigious shopping centre, The Mailbox.

Ryder Street B4
Named after Bishop Ryder of Lichfield who was very concerned with the poor of Birmingham. He instigated the building of a church in Gem Street now demolished, site under Aston University South side. He died before its completion and it was named in his honour 1828. Ryder Street was originally the site of The Butts. Edward IV made archery practice compulsory on Sundays and feast days to guard against the threat of invasion; all men aged 16-60 should own a longbow of their own height and each township was required to set up archery butts or targets; the statute was revived by Henry VIII 1543 for fear of French invasion but fell into abeyance in the 17th century. Every manor had a site where archery was practised. The Butts became Butts Lane by 1750, Tanter Butts by 1770 after the landowner,and by 1778 Tanter Street.

Ryland Street B16
John Ryland lived at the end of the 18th century at Easy Hill, later the home of John Baskerville. He married Martha whose maiden name is commemorated in nearby Ruston Street. Their philanthropic spinster grand-daughter Louisa Ann Ryland left her fortune and Sherbourne estate near Warwick to the son of the man she had loved and lost, provided he adopt her surname, which he did: Charles Alston Smith-Ryland. Charles is commemorated in Alston Street and names from the estate are to be found on former Ryland land in Ladywood: Sherborne Street, Coplow Street after Coplow Hill, Marroway Street after Marroway Farm, Northbrook Street after Northbrook Farm. Other members of the family are commemorated in Sparkbrook B11: Adria Road, Dennis Road, Doris Road, Esme Road, Evelyn Road, Ivor Road, Phipson Road.  See BIOGRAPHY for Louisa Ann Ryland.
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Saints - The Saints are out of alphabetical order and are listed here first.

Streets named after church dedications tend to indicate 19th-century churches or later. Church Road tends to indicate a church of ancient foundation.

(For easier searching, apostrophes are omitted in names eg. Kings Heath, except in church names eg. St Martin’s.)
St Agnes Road B13 
This stone church in early decorated gothic style was built on land donated by Birmingham solicitor, Francis Willmot and designed by William Davis after competition. It was intended to be built in three stages: chancel, transepts and part of the nave completed 1884; the rest of the nave and aisles 1893, tower 1932. See Churches.

St Aidans Walk B10 
St Aidan’s church was designed by F T Proud in perpendicular style in the Birmingham red-brick and terracotta style and opened 1894. It was designed as a high church, its first priest Rev James Agar-Ellis being a follower of the Oxford Movement. See Churches.

St Andrews Road B9 
This church was consecrated 1846, the fifth and last to be built by the Birmingham Church Building Society. Built in red sandstone in decorated gothic, it was considered an excellent example of its type. It was closed 1984 and subsequently demolished.

St Annes Court B7 
St Anne’s on Cato Street was a gothic-style red-brick church designed by J G Dunne, consecrated 1869, closed 1951.

St Annes Court B13 Moseley 
St Anne’s was paid for by Rebecca Anderton and built on land given by W F Taylor of Moseley Hall by Frederick Preedy; it was consecrated 1874. The church was badly damaged 1940 by a German bomb during World War 2 and for a number of years services were held in the parish hall. Further damage was caused by storms. The church was repaired 1946-1948 and reconsecrated 1948. See Churches.

St Augustines Road B15 
The building of the church of St Augustine of Hippo was initiated by pen manufacturer Joseph Gillott of Westbourne Road and designed by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin in late-13th-century geometric gothic style, this expensive church with much elaborate detail was consecrated 1868; tower 1876. It has 8 windows by the internationally famous Birmingham firm of Hardman.

St Benedicts Road B10 
@ @ @   B10 Bordesley Green Hob Moor Road/ St Benedicts Road
Originally an iron mission church 1898 of St Oswald’s in Holman Road, the new building was built on land given by Charles Wriothesley Digby 1905 and consecrated 1910.

St Blaise Road B75 
A 20th-century name commemorating the a chapel built by the Earls of Mercia dedicated to St Blaise at Sutton manor house on Manor Hill; This was effectively the parish church until Holy Trinity was built in the 13th century. St Blaise was demolished in the 15th century and stone was used by Bishop Vesey to build the bridges over the Tame at Water Orton and Curdworth.

St Chads Circus/ St Chads Queensway B4 
St Chad’s was the first Roman Catholic cathedral to be built in England after the Reformation; it was designed 1841 by A W N Pugin, a prime mover in the Gothic Revival.

St Clements Road B7 
St Clement’s church stood in Nechells Park Road and was consecrated 1859; it was designed by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin. Demolished c1978?. See Churches.

St Edwards Road B29 
St Edward’s Roman Catholic church 1902.

St Georges St B19 
Commemorates St George’s church, architect Thomas Rickman. This important building was the first in Birmingham of the government’s Commissioners’ churches and one of the first real attempts anywhere in England at reviving gothic church architecture. It was demolished 1960, though Thomas Rickman’s tomb still stands in Great Hampton Street.

St James Place B7 
St James the Less was founded 1789 in 18th-century house of Dr John Ash converted into chapel, opened 1791. The church was known as the Barrack Chapel - a regular Sunday service was held for troops from the nearby barracks. The building was severely damaged by a German bomb 1941 during World War 2, and demolished 1956. See Churches.

St James Road B15 
St James was built 1852 with building costs met by Lord Calthorpe. The church is now closed.

St James Road B21 
St James was built 1840 on a site given by John Crockett of the New Inn to an early English gothic design and greatly enlarged 1895 by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin in 14th-century gothic decorated style.

St Johns Road B11 
St John the Evangelist was designed by Martin & Chamberlain in early English gothic style in red brick with terracotta dressing with a buttressed tower. The church was enlarged 1895 and the spire added 1905. This was originally Sturge Street commemorating Joseph Sturge 1793-1859, a quaker industrialist known as the Apostle of Peace who campaigned against slavery and promoted Sunday schooling to teach children to read in order to be able to read the Bible. See BIBLIOGRAPHY.

St Johns Road B17 
St John the Baptist was consecrated 1858 which was destroyed 1941 by a German bomb. In 1960 a new church was consecrated on Harborne High Street on the site of the old church hall, formerly the church school.

St Judes Passage B5 
St Jude was built in brick 1847 by Orford & Nash in simple early English gothic, this was Birmingham’s last Commissioners’ church; it closed 1971 and was demolished. See Churches.

St Lukes Road B5 
St Luke’s was the third church funded by Birmingham Church Building Society designed by H Eginton unusually in Norman style was consecrated 1842, unsafe and demolished by 1899. The present gothic brick church was built 1903; the tower was never completed.

St Margarets Avenue B8 
St Margaret’s church was built 1517 by Coventry merchant Thomas Boyd, in ruins by 1730 and being repaired; in the early 19th century it was being used as a barn. After a public appeal for funds the church was completely rebuilt in simple gothic style and rededicated 1834. It has a monument commemorating Birmingham’s first historian William Hutton d.1815 who lived nearby. This was formerly Black Pit Lane until the early 20th century. Also St Margarets Road and Church Walk.

St Marks Street B1 
St Mark’s was the second church funded by Birmingham Church Building Society 1841 and an early design of Sir Gilbert Scott built in early English gothic style. Scott, later nationally famous as a neo-gothic builder and restorer disowned this early church as inaccurate gothic. See Churches.

St Martin’s Circus Queensway B5 
St Martin-in-the-Bull Ring, Birmingham Parish Church is ‘the Mother Church of Birmingham’. There is evidence of a 12th-century building, and, although the earliest recorded mention is 1263, it is almost certain that a small church existed here at the time of the Market Charter 1166. The earlier church was replaced by a building in local red sandstone at the end of 13th century but by 1690 the badly worn sandstone church except for the spire was encased in three layers of brick. In 1873 the whole building except tower and spire taken down and rebuilt by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin in stone in early 14th-century decorated gothic style.

St Marys Close B27 
The street is a 20th-century development named after St Mary the Virgin which was designed in 13th-century gothic style and consecrated 1866. In 1940 the church was badly damaged at the crossing by a German bomb during World War 2 and restored during the 1950s.

St Marys Road B17 
St Mary RC Church was built 1877. A new church was added to the old 1978.

St Marys Row B13 
St Mary, Moseley Parish Church is first mentioned 1405 declaring the church a chapel-of-ease of Kings Norton church; the oldest surviving part of church is the tower 1514. The restoration was undertaken by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin 1876.

St Michaels Hill St Michaels Road B18 
St Michael was consecrated 1855; it is built in stone in decorated gothic style; a stone spire was added 1868. See Churches.

St Oswalds Road B10 
Named from St Oswald’s Church of 1893.

St Pauls Road B12 
St Paul's church was built 1852 and demolished c1980. A new church was built at the corner of Edward Road and Mary Street.

St Pauls Square B3 
Built around St Paul’s church of 1777 said to be a smaller version of St Martin-in-the-Fields, London. The Colmore family gave the land and £1000 towards building costs for the church which was at the centre of their newly laid-out New Hall building estate; a new church encouraged prospective purchasers and lent impetus to sales of plots.

St Peters Road B20 
St Peter is a decorated gothic style church, one of J A Chatwin’s last churches consecrated 1907, the year of Chatwin’s death, but never fully completed according to the original plan. See Churches.

St Peters Close B28 
St Peter’s was built as a temporary building 1922; a new reinforced concrete church opened 1964 based on an octagon with the main entrance through the west tower.

St Philips Place B3 named from St Philip’s Church, now Birmingham Cathedral designed by Thomas Archer in English baroque style 1711-25.

St Saviours Road B8 
St Saviour’s was consecrated 1850; it is a large church with seats for 800 and set within a churchyard used for burials and now a conservation area. It was part-paid for by C B Adderley and Joseph Wright.

St Stephens Road B29 
St Stephen was designed in stone by Martin & Chamberlain in decorated gothic style and consecrated 1870.

St Stephens Street B6 
St Stephen was consecrated 1844. This is an early English gothic church by the nationally known architect, R C Carpenter. It was extensively rebuilt 1896 and 1910, closed 1950 and subsequently demolished. See Churches.

St Thomas Road B23 
St Thomas & St Edmund of Canterbury Roman Catholic Church, Erdington Abbey was designed 1848 by Charles Hansom in careful 14th-century decorated gothic style with elaborate internal detail and held to be a very fine example of the Gothic Revival. See Churches.

Salisbury Road B13 
Built c1896 and named after Lord Salisbury, Conservative prime minister 1885-1892, 1895-1902.

Saltley Viaduct B8 
In 1895 Saltley Viaduct was built over the River Rea, the Birmingham & Warwick Junction Canal, and the Birmingham & Derby Junction Railway replacing the 1842 level crossing. See Canals. See Railways.

Sampson Road B11 
In 1661 Sampson Lort’s daughter married Charles Lloyd II of Llwydiarth, Montgomery; they moved to Birmingham 1698 to set up as iron merchants. His son Sampson Lloyd II established Lloyd's Bank 1765 in Dale End where he is commemorated by a Birmingham Civic Society blue plaque. It was he who bought Farm in Sampson Road, hence Farm Road. Dolobran Road recalls the original family house and estate, as does Montgomery Road. Braithwaite Road is named from Rachel Braithwaite who married Samuel Lloyd I 1791; Kendal Road the town where she was born. Samuel & Rachel’s son married George Braithwaite Lloyd married Mary Dearman hence Dearman Road.

Sandhill Farm Close B6

The area here used to be known as Sandhills; much of the sand was used for building Aston New Town from the 1850s. Sandhill farm stood opposite Alma Street at its junction with Newbury Road.

Sandpits B1

Recorded in 1390; there was a sandstone quarry here, much of the stone was later used in canal building.

Sandy Hill Road B28/ B90 
Sandy Hill Farm is known from Georgian times, though it was probably older. The underlying soil here is glacial drift of sand and gravel.

Sarehole Road B28
The local area name Sarehole is believed to derive from Sare + Anglo-Saxon holm = flood meadow (medieval); the origin of the first part is unknown - Sare? Searu? a personal name?. Sarehole Road was extended north and south and Cole Valley Road and Bromyard Road created in 1918 as part of a plan to create a north-south road along River Cole from Yardley Wood to north of the Warwick Road; the scheme was never completed with Sarehole Road reaching only as far as the Stratford Road.
School Lane B33 
Yardley Church School was built as a Sunday school 1836; the teacher’s house was built 1845 by which time the school had become a day school; it closed 1908 but the old school building still stands. See Victorian schools.
School Road B13 
A Church of England school was founded 1828 at Moseley built on the site of a large 18th-century house previously used for The Woodroughs School, a private school for boys which was demolished to make way for it. School Road was formerly known as Lett Lane. Also Woodrough Drive, a late 20th-century development. See Victorian schools.

School Road B28
This was formerly Chapel Lane named after Job Marston’s Chapel, now the Church of the Ascension 1703. Hall Green Yardley Charity School was founded 1721 and stood at Stratford Road/ School Road junction next to the Horse Shoes public house; it was a plain Georgian building in domestic style with a later extension which had gothic windows. This school closed 1898 though the building continued until 1910 as a private school, later a shop and a garage until its demolition in the 1970s. The children transferred to Hall Green Board School. See Victorian schools.


Scott Road B43

The manor of Great Barr passed to the Scott family 1618. They lived at (Great) Barr Hall north of Queslett Road until 1911 when it was sold to become St Margarets Hospital.

Selly Hill Road B29

Selly Hill is the location of a medieval moated site at Bournbrook Road/ Rookery Road which may indicate the original settlement site of Escelie, Anglo-Saxon scylf leage = shelf (of land) clearing which is listed as a manor in the Domesday Book. Selly Manor or Bournbrook Hall stood here, a 14th-century half-timbered manor house rebuilt/ extended in the late 15th century. It was re-erected on Bournville Green 1916 where it may be visited as a museum.
Selly Oak Road B30

Leads from Cotteridge to Selly Oak. The centre of the district of Selly Oak is around Oak Tree Lane/ Bristol Road where the ‘original’ oak was felled after it became dangerous 1909. For another likely derivation of the name see the Appendix - James Hyland’s The Selly Oak.
Selly Park Road B29
Selly Park Road recalls Selly Hall sold by John Rodway in 1864 to the Roman Catholic church as a convent.

Selly Wick Road B29

Derives either from Anglo-Saxon scylf leage = shelf (of land) clearing + wic = dairy farm, or from a very rare (for Birmingham) Latin survival vicus = settlement. In view of its proximity to Metchley Roman fort this is a possibility. Archaeological evidence from c2000 shows that outside the fort’s west gate (Vincent Drive c200m west of the roundabout) was indeed a vicus, a civilian settlement occupied by camp followers and traders. The buildings would have been timber-framed and linked by gravel paths within the settlement. Evidence has been unearthed of hearths and ovens. It is not certain, however, that the name derives from this settlement. On 19th-century maps Selly Wick is shown somewhat to the east of Metchley at Selly Park Road/ Selly Wick Road.
Serpentine Road B6 
The name derives from the Serpentine Ground now partly covered the Aston Expressway. The Onion Fair was held here, so-named because the first onions of the season were sold here and people would buy other vegetables which would last the winter. The fair originated from Henry III’s charter 1250 granting William de Bermingham the right to hold a 4-day fair starting on Ascension eve. The fair originally held in the town centre was soon moved to Michaelmas, 29 September, and later to the last Saturday in September. By 1875 the town council felt the fun aspect of the fair had become too riotous and it was restricted to onions; the fun aspect transferred outside the council boundary to the Old Pleck (meaning open land), later the Serpentine Ground, a name borrowed 1820 from the lake in London’s Hyde Park. The fun fair lasted until the Expressway was built over the site in the 1960s.

Severn Street B1 
Laid out c1792 it led to the Worcester Wharf (Gas Street Basin) of the Worcester & Birmingham Canal which gives access to the River Severn.

Seymour Street B5 
Laid out 1851 is named after Edward Seymour, 12th Duke of Somerset.

Shadwell Street B4

This is an old name an derives from medieval shadwell = shallow/ boundary brook. Also nearby Bath Street: bath derives from Anglo-Saxon or Middle English meaning a spring with the implication that it is large enough to bathe in, (cold)bath is a word commonly used for stream.

Shaftmoor Lane B27/ B28 
Shaftmoor Farm was a medieval moated site; by the 16th-century there was a large timber-framed building here with tall brick chimneys. Sold to Birmingham City Council 1925 for housing development. See Moated Sites.

Shard End Crescent B34 
This post-World War 2 council estate was named after Shard End Farm which derived its name from le Sherd, Anglo-Saxon sceard = gap (in a hedge).

Shaw Hill Road B8
Shaw Hill may take its name from Anglo-Saxon sceaga ie. a little wood or from a family in the area in the early 18th century named after the little wood. Nos.22&24 Naseby Road are now industrial premises at the rear of St Mary & St John’s church hall and are the remains of the 3-storey Shaw Hill House which dates from before 1760. Grade II Listed BSMR

Shaws Passage B5 
Came into being c1888 and took its name named from Henry & Frank Shaw’s Nail Manufactory.

Sheldon Hall Avenue B33 
Sheldon Hall, now a pub and restaurant is an early 16th-century timber-framed manor house with brick wings added c1600 built on the site of its 12th-century predecessor and partly on its moat. See Moated Sites.

Shenley Lane B29 
Derives from Shenley Fields, Anglo-Saxon scene leage = bright clearing + fields, one of the large common fields of Northfield.

Shireland Road B17

The boundary between Worcestershire and Staffordshire crossed Shireland Road immediately north of Selsey Road, following Shireland Brook which runs roughly from the Bear Inn at Bearwood Road/ Three Shires Oak Road to Cape Hill/ Grove Lane.) Three Shires Oak Road is so named because Halesowen and Warley were annexed as detached parts of Shropshire soon after 1086 by the Earl of Shrewsbury.)


Shirestone Road B33
Boulders were used to mark points along boundaries: the Shire Stone on Sedgemere Road marked a point on the boundary between Yardley in Worcestershire and Sheldon in Warwickshire. A line running north-south just east of Tile Cross Road was the shire boundary here. Tile Cross is a post-World War 2 development and it is not certain which shire stone the name of the road had in mind.

Shorters Avenue B14 
Named 1951 at the request of Yardley Wood British Legion to commemorate World War 1 veteran Arthur Shorter who worked tirelessly to support ex-servicemen.

Showell Green Lane B11
Derives from Anglo-Saxon se' weles =seven wells or springs; Showell Green House was a large Georgian country residence north of Philip Sidney Road used as the Women’s Hospital annexe until c1970. The lane was improved during the final enclosures of Yardley manor c1840.

Six Ways Aston B6

The junction of Birchfield Road, Witton Road, Victoria Road, High Street Aston, Lozells Road dates from c1850.


Six Ways Nechells B7

The junction of Rocky Lane, Charles Arthur Street, Thimble Mill Lane, Nechells Park Road, Nechells Place and Bloomsbury Street, a name probably dating from the late 19th century.

Six Ways Erdington B23/ B24
The junction of Gravelly Hill North, Reservoir Road, Summer Road, High Street, Wood End Lane and Wood End Road was known as Erdington Six Ways after the cutting of the latter in the 1880s.


Six Ways B28

Now known as the Robin Hood Island, Six Weyes was recorded in 1382. The six ways are the Stratford Road (north and south), Robin Hood Lane, Shirley Road, Solihull Lane and  ins Lane.  See Robin Hood Lane. 

Slade Lane B28

Slade derives from Anglo-Saxon slaed = a little valley. The lane crossed the River Cole here running down to the river south of and parallel to Yardley Wood Brook.

Slade Lane B75

Slade derives from Anglo-Saxon slaed = a little valley; the valley here is that of Colletts Brook. Slade Lane runs north-south along the west side of the brook. Slade Farm stands between the lane and the brook. Also B75 Slade Road.

Slade Road B23
Slade derives from Anglo-Saxon slaed = a little valley; Slade Waste is recorded 1620, Slade Common 1633. The valley between Over Witton (ie. Upper Witton) and Lower Witton was known as Witton Slade ie. Witton Valley.

Small Heath Bridge B10/ B11
Known as New Bridge when it opened in 1904, Small Heath Bridge crosses the Warwick & Birmingham Canal 1799 now the Grand Union and the Birmingham & Oxford Railway 1852 with a span of 200 metres joining Jenkins Street and Kendal Road. The bridge was opened by Lord Mayor Sir Hallewell Rogers.

Small Heath Highway B11
Built as a by-pass of the congested Coventry Road c1990. The Small Hethe is first recorded 1461 and was originally at the junction of Green Lane/ Coventry Road.

Smallbrook Queensway B5
Smalbroke/ Smallbrook Street dates from at least the 18th century and is named from landowning Smalbroke family who in turn took their name in the Middle Ages from a stream running through their lands in Yardley near Blakesley Hall. As Smallbrook Ringway it became the first part of the Inner Ring Road 1960. (See Queensway.)

Snow Hill Queensway B4
This road was originally topographically called was Sandy Lane but 1745 was changed to this London name, probably thought more appropriate for the building development on that side of the town. It became part of the Inner Ring Road in the late 1960s.

Soho Avenue Soho Road B18 
The district of Soho and Soho Road were named after an inn on Soho Hill which was nicknamed after its inn sign which depicted a hunstman from whose mouth came the word Soho = Tally ho!. Soho Avenue was named from Soho House bought 1761 by industrialist Matthew Boulton rebuilt in Georgian style.

Speedwell Road B5/ B12

Speedwell Mill on the River Rea was making scythes in the 16th century, grinding blades in the 17th and 18th centuries and metal rolling in the 19th. It was demolished 1864. The streetname is 19th-century; note also Fitters Mill Close and Rolling Mill Close, 20th-century names, on the site of the millpool. See Mills. Speedwell Windmill is recorded with Speedwell Watermill in 1810 when John Heeley was paying rent for both mills. The windmill appears on a map of 1814 but had gone by 1834. This road was part of a building development in the north-eastern corner of Edgbaston dating from c1870.

Springfield Street B18
Named after the late-18th-century mansion from the name of the mansion built by George Hollington Barker, a successful lawyer formerly of Old Square. Spring Hill and Springfield are topographical names. A holy well believed to have healing properties for eye problems emerged near Spring Hill Library but had disappeared by 1880 (late-20th-century Holy Well Close). Holy wells often predate Christianity and may well be of Celtic origin. They were often dedicated to a goddess to whom people made offerings thrown into the water. The Anglo-Saxon Christian church rededicated the wells in the name of a female Christian saint. The water, which was believed to have curative properties, was used for baptisms. Baptisms may have taken place in the well itself.

Springfield Road B13
A streetname derived from a fieldname: there was a medieval holy well/ spring said to be a cure for eye ailments between Springfield Road and the River Cole. See the previous entry.

Station Avenue B15 Hagley Road Station 1874 on the Harborne Railway closed 1934. There are barely visible remains of platforms on the Harborne Walkway established 1981.

Station Road B6 B14 B17 B21 B23 B27 B30 B31 B33
B6 Aston Station was built 1854 on the Birmingham-Liverpool Grand Junction railway. See Railways.
B14 Kings Heath Station was built on the Birmingham & Gloucester Railway 1840; it was called Moseley until 1867 when Moseley Station in Moseley opened. It closed 1941 with buildings surviving until the 1970s.
B17 Harborne Station, the terminus of the Harborne line, opened 1874, closed 1934. Frensham Way is built on the site.
B21 Handsworth & Smethwick Station was built 1854 Birmingham, Wolverhampton & Dudley Railway 1854; now Handsworth Booth Street on the Metro line.

B23 Erdington Station 1862 on the Sutton Coldfield Branch line.
B27 Acocks Green Station was an original station on the Birmingham & Oxford Railway 1852; it was demolished 1907 and replaced.
B30 Kings Norton Station 1849 on the Birmingham & Gloucester Railway; some original station buildings survive with the stationmaster’s cottage nearby.
B31 Northfield Station Station 1869 on the Birmingham & Gloucester Railway.
B33 Stechford Station was built 1844 on the London & Birmingham Railway of 1838. The spelling of Stechford derives from the way the railway company spelt the name of the station; previously it had been Stitchford.
B73 Station Road - Wylde Green Station on the Sutton Branch Line 1862. See Railways.

Station Street B5 B73 
B5 New Street Station was built 1852-4 on 3 hectares of slums by the London & North-Western Railway with access for the Midland Railway and was the terminus for Liverpool and London trains to replace the Curzon Street stations. Its original entrance was at the junction of Navigation Street/ Lower Temple Street. When built it had the biggest roof in the world. 
B73 Sutton Coldfield Station was first 1862, rebuilt 1884; although altered the still exists. It was originally the terminus of the Sutton Coldfield Branch line. See Railways.


Stechford Lane B8/ B33
The name Stechford derives from Anglo-Saxon styfic ford = stump ford (across the River Cole); it became Stechford when the railway company misspelt the station name 1844. The first reference to the ford is in 1249, however this river crossing forms part of an ancient ridgeway B13 Trittiford and is certainly of prehistoric origin. A footbridge, Stycheford Bridge is known 1497; the present Stechford Bridge was rebuilt jointly by Warwickshire, Worcestershire and Birmingham 1894.
Steelhouse Lane B4
Formerly Priors Conigree Lane named after the rabbit warren of St Thomas’s Priory which must have been near here. It was later Witealls Lane (See below Whittall Street.). The present name derives from Kettle's Steel Houses which refined Swedish steel throughout the 18th century; they stood on the site of the General (now the Children's) Hospital.. This street is one 18 listed in the 1553 Survey of Birmingham, though it is likely to be much older.

Stephenson Place  Stephenson Street B2
From father and son George & Robert Stephenson who engineered the London & Birmingham Railway 1838. See Railways. Hackney carriage fares were charged from the stand here, and it subsequently became regarded as the centre of Birmingham.

Stockfield Road B25/ B27
Stock field = stile field, medieval, signifying an enclosed field for livestock, hence the stile. Stock field was originally one of great open fields of Tenchley, originally known as Heyne Field ie. high field, and lay between Arden Road, Stockfield Road, Mansfield Road and Wynford Road.


Stone Yard B12
Walter Bannocks established his stonemasonry business here in the 1880s later moving to B91 Streetsbrook Road Solihull from where the firms still trades.

Stonehouse Lane B32 
Stonehouse Farm, part built in Elizabethan brick; the older part in stone a metre thick, may have originally been a watchtower. Named a stone house because this was a fairly unusual building material in these timber-rich parts.

Stoney Lane B11/ B12
recorded in 1495 as Low Lane. A topographical name; the road developed from the earliest times on the gravel subsoil which gives a passable route away from the clay and the river silt but still following the valley of the Spark Brook. The name dates from medieval times, but could well be older. Stoney Lane has always marked the boundary between Yardley and Kings Norton.

Stoney Lane B25/ B33
Recorded as le Stoneystret 1352, it follows the course of Stich Brook (now wholly culverted) which rises near the Yew Tree and runs into the River Cole a mile to the north. The lane was improved as a thoroughfare as a result of the enclosure of Yardley Fields after 1843.

Stratford Road B11/ B28/ B90/ B94
The road from the Digbeth crossing of the River Rea to the crossing of the River Avon at Stratford is of great antiquity; it is first recorded in the Yardley Charter 972 as Leommannincg Weg = Leommann’s Folk’s Way; there must have been a settlement nearby. In 1350 it is recorded as the highway leading towards Heneleye and Bermyngham. It was later known as the London Road. With the Warwick Road it became Birmingham's first toll road as the Stratford Turnpike 1726. The name 'Stratford Road' became more usual after 1816 when Stratford became a canal terminus . As with all the former-turnpikes it tends still to be known as 'the' Stratford Road. See Turnpikes.
Streetly Lane B74 Streetly Road B23

The placename Streetley derives (as does Stirchley) from Anglo-Saxon strete leage = Roman road clearing (ie. Icknield Street).

Stuarts Road B33
This lane originated as a boundary track on the west of Stycheforde Felde. Named Stewards Lane after Margaret Steward who owned a long strip of land north-south west of the River Cole at Bachelors Farm in the mid-19th century.

Stud Lane B33
Named after Mr Graham’s Yardley Stud Farm for racehorses on Flaxley Road opposite, there in 1820, Stud Lane was Jones Lane in 1481.

Summer Row B3
Laid out by 1778, and named from 1782 from nearby Summerfields estate. This in turn took its name from the Summerfield in Lloyd & Summerfield’s Glassworks on Birmingham Heath. The name may be medieval and derive from pasture flooded in winter, used for summer grazing. Also Summerfield Road and Summerfield Crescent B16. Summerfield Park is the remains of the parkland surrounding Summerfield House.

Swanshurst Lane B13
Swanshurst Farm stood in what is now Swanshurst Park from medieval times; it was added to c1600 and a brick wing built in Stuart times. The house was demolished c1920 when Swanshurst Lane housing was about to be developed. Swanshurst is Anglo-Saxon swan (or swann) hyrst = swain, peasant (possibly swan) Hill.

Sycamore Road B21
The topographical name of a timber-framed farmhouse, Sycamore Farm. William Murdock moved from Soho Foundry 1817 to a new neo-classical house built for him here, named Sycamore Hill which became a children’s home in the early 20th century. It is now demolished.
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Tamworth Road B74
The road from Sutton Coldfield to Bassetts Pole for Tamworth was turnpiked 1807. As with many former-turnpikes it tends still to be known as 'the' Tamworth Road. See Turnpikes.

Taunton Road B12

Named after J R C Taunton, the last chairman of the Balsall Heath Local Board of Health. The local health board was set up 1862 and effectively operated as a town council independently of KingsNorton until the district voted to amalgamate with Birmingham 1891.
Taylor Road B14
Commemorates lord of the manor, James Taylor who paid monies for charity to Yardley Parish in the late 18th-/ early 19th century.

Temple Ave B28
A summer house called The Temple stood in the grounds of Robin Hood House before it became a licensed public house.

Temple Row/ Temple Street B2
Laid out 1715 at the time St Philip’s was being built, these streets were named after the Temple, a late-17th-century wooden building on the future site of Temple Street; this was used by travelling bands of players and known as the Temple of Thespis (Thespis was an Ancient Greek playwright, hence the use of the term ‘thespians’ for actors. Temple Passage was made 1875.

Thimble Mill Lane B6
Named after the mill on Hockley Brook aka. Aston Brook which is recorded as Brodemore Mill 1532. The mill’s name derives from broad more, ie. a wide area of marshy land around the river. From 1758 the mill was known as Thimble Mill; it was demolished by 1918. See Mills.
Three Shires Oak Road B67

The Three Shires 0ak once stood at the west end of the road named after it at the junction of the county boundaries of Warwickshire, Worcestershire and Staffordshire.

Tile Cross Road B33
A cross is shown in the 18th-century on Dugdale’s map at Tyle Cross or Tylers Cross; presumably tiles were made here using the plentiful local clay. This road and Mackadown Lane formed the boundary from Anglo-Saxon times of Rye-Eddish Field, one of Sheldon's great open fields.

Tinkers Farm Road B31
Tinkers Farm was probably a medieval moated site - a school now stands on the site. See Moated Sites.

Tollgate Drive B20
A late 20th-century name commemorating the tollgate here on the (Old) Walsall Turnpike; the gates were removed 1872 and the toll house subsequently used as a private girls’ school. See Turnpikes.

Tower Hill B42

Tower Hill is of unknown origin; it may be named after a watchtower, or windmill? although there is no evidence of a windmill here. The name derives from Tower Hill Farm on whose land an estate of private housing was c1950 and is recalled now only in the street name.

Treaford Lane B8
Treaford Hall was a large moated Georgian house on a medieval site demolished in the early 20th century to make way for housing. The Trafford family were living there 1485 when the house was known as Traffords Hall. See Moated Sites.

Trinity Hill B72
Holy Trinity, Sutton Parish Church was built in the 13th century; early 13th-century plinths and buttresses can be seen in the lower part of chancel east wall; the low broad tower was built in the 15th-century. Bishop Vesey added the north and south chapels, nave, aisles and porch c1533 and is buried here.

Trinity Road B6/ B20
Named after Holy Trinity church, designed by Birmingham architect J A Chatwin in rock-faced sandstone in early English gothic style and consecrated 1864.


Trittiford Road B13
Trittiford derives from Anglo-Saxon Titta’s or Tyda’s ford where Highfield Road crosses the River Cole. Sometimes known as Titterford, the road was renamed Trittiford by the corporation 1913 when the area round the pool was made into a public park. This is certainly an Anglo-Saxon, probably prehistoric crossing point being part of the ridgeway from here to Stechford, and the church way to Yardley. A road bridge was first built in the early 19th century; the ford alongside it subsequently disappeared under silt deposits. Earth ramps for a new bridge were made just before the outbreak of World War 2; the new Trittiford bridge was completed by 1990.


Tunnel Lane B30

Designed by Josiah Clowes the Stratford-upon-Avon Canal opened in 1816 after 15 years in the making. Brandwood Tunnel was one of the first sections of the waterway to be built c1800.

Turfpits Lane B23/ Turf Pitts Lane B75
Turf has the implication of good grassland; the former was in use by 1817, but is likely much older.

Turves Green B31
Of medieval origin meaning good-grass green.

Tyburn Road B23
c1730 taken from London's Tyburn, a place of execution from Norman times until the late 18th century. The implication is that this was also a place where a gallows stood, but of that there is no evidence.

Tyseley Lane B11
Tyseley Anglo-Saxon Tyssa’s leage = Tyssa’s forest clearing. This may be a rare and late pagan survival. Tiw’s clearing - Tiw was an Anglo-Saxon god of war.
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Union Street B2
Known at one time as Withering Street after the great doctor, it was named from the Union Tavern and laid out along the route of Corbetts Alley which was itself named after Robert Corbett whose house stood on the High Street here 1728.

Unett Street B19
Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Unett fought in the Crimean War where he died 1855 leading his regiment at the Battle of Sebastopol. There is a marble obelisk to his memory in St Philip's churchyard. See Churches.

V - Streetnames

Vaughton Street B12
A 19th-century development named after Vaughtons Hole, a large pool in the River Rea used by people from Birmingham for country outings. It was known a place for bathing, but also for vice and for suicides. Robert Darwin Vaughton, hence Darwin Street, married Mary Ann Dymoke, hence Dymoke Street and their son Robert Dymoke Vaughton married Emily Boultbee, hence Emily Street.


Vauxhall Road B7
Duddeston Hall Road is a 1960s development named after the medieval moated manor house on the future site of Hindlow Close which belonged to the Holte family. The grounds were used as pleasure gardens from c1750 and for various pursuits including bowling and cock-fighting, and named Vauxhall Gardens c1758 after the London pleasure gardens. Fairs, concerts, balloon ascents, fireworks and balls took place here. The hall was demolished c1781, the gardens closed 1850, the land sold to the Victoria Land Society for housing. The area was built up in the 19th century and rebuilt with a largely new road system in the 1960s. See Moated Sites.

Vesey Street B4
John Vesey was a trustee of Lench's Trust in the 16th century.

Viaduct Street B7
Vauxhall Viaduct 1837 took the Grand Junction Railway from Birmingham to Liverpool over the Rea Valley on 28 arches; another viaduct was built on top of it 1852 to raise it to the level of New Street Station.

Vicarage Road B14

Formerly Bleak Lane or Black Lane. These are two contrasting names: bleak implies poor quality land typical of heath (Kings Heath), whereas black was used of land that had been previously cultivated. The name must have been changed after the building of All Saints church 1859 at the corner of Kings Heath High Street.
Vicarage Road B25

Recorded 1346 as Bromilone, the present name derives from Yardley Vicarage 1960 which stood at Church Road/ Vicarage Road corner replacing an earlier 18th-century vicarage. It was demolished 2001, though the coach house and a contemporary cedar of Lebanon still survive.

Victoria Square B1
Previously known as Council House Square, it was renamed in honour of the queen 1901. The statue of Queen Victoria was carved in Sicilian marble by Thomas Brock paid for by Sir Henry Barber and unveiled by Lord Mayor Samuel Edwards 10 January 1901, 12 days before the queen's death. Also named after the queen are Victoria Avenue B21, Victoria Grove B18, Victoria Road B6 B17 B21 B23 B27 B30 B33, Victoria Street B9. There are various occasions which these streets may commemorate: Victoria’s accession to the throne was 1837, the silver jubilee 1862, golden jubilee 1887, diamond jubilee 1897; she married 1840 and died 1901.

Vincent Drive B15
Sir Harry Vincent 1874-1952 made his fortune making Blue Bird Toffee finally at Hunnington near Halesowen. He gave generously to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital.

Vittoria Street B1
Named after a victory won by the Duke of Wellington at Vittoria in Spain 1813 against Napoleon’s army. Nearby Graham Street is named after one of Wellington's generals who fought in the battle.

Vyse Street B6 B18
The Vyse family owned land in central Birmingham, in the Jewellery Quarter and elsewhere from the 19th century.
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Wake Green Road B13
Wake Green may signify a green where wakes ie. medieval fairs were held, or derive from an Anglo-Saxon personal name, Waca. This lane was improved as a result of the final Yardley field enclosures c1840.

Walkers Heath Road B38
Walkers Heath recorded as le Walkerishethe from the family name 1314

Walmley Road B76
Walmley, first recorded as Warmelegh, Anglo-Saxon warm leage = warm forest clearing; the original site must have been sheltered and south-facing.

Walsall Road B42
The New Walsall Road Turnpike was created 1831 as a more direct route than the Old Walsall Road of 1727. As with all the former-turnpikes it tends still to be known as 'the' Walsall Road. See Turnpikes.
Ward End Park Road B8
Ward End Park 1903 was opened in the grounds of Ward End House. Ward is recorded as a family name 1315 and the name Ward End was subsequently used for part of Little Bromwich.

Warstock Lane B14
Named from Whorstock Farm. Warstock, le Harstok, derives from Anglo-Saxon har stocc = boundary post, where the manors of Kings Norton, Solihull and Yardley met.

Warstone Lane B18
From Anglo-Saxon har + stan = boundary stone (hoarstone), where the manors of Aston, Birmingham and Handsworth met; the hoarstone, a glacial erratic can still be seen in Warstone Cemetery. This was formerly known as Deadmans Lane.

Warwick Road B11/ B27/ B92/ B91/ B93
This ancient route to the county town from the Digbeth crossing of the River Rea was listed as the highway leading from Burmyngeham towards Solyhull in 1436, though it is likely much older. It became, with the Stratford Road, Birmingham's first toll road as the Warwick Turnpike 1726. As with all the former-turnpikes it tends still to be known as 'the' Warwick Road. See Turnpikes.
Wash Lane B25
A topographical name probably medieval or older, the lane ran along the edge of land that is washed over by water, the flood meadows of the River Cole; Anglo-Saxon gewaesc.
Washwood Heath Road B8
Washwood Heath, Wasshewode, Anglo-Saxon gewaesc wudu = ground that is washed over by water, ie. land on the flood plain + wood; the stream that runs through Ward End Park is called Wash Brook.

Water Street B3
Dating from 1813 is named after a stream known as Bourn Brook which ran alongside it draining the Carver and Colmore estates into the Great Pool north of Livery Street. The Bourn Brook derives its name from Anglo-Saxon bourn broc. Bourn is an early word also meaning brook which also has the implication of boundary.

Watery Lane B62
A topographical name; this lane led down to a ford through Bourn Brook to Highfield Lane. The land around the stream was certainly marshy especially in winter. The name of Moor Farm (Wilderness Farm) north of Clapgate Lane/ roughly opposite Bell Heath Way denotes boggy land.

Watery Lane Middleway B9

A topographical name suggesting that this route became a water course during the winter; the lane ran down from Camp Hill via Sandy Lane now Bordesley Middleway to the ford across the River Rea at B4 Lawley Middleway/ Montague Street. It was renamed Middleway as part of the Middle Ring Road built round the city from the 1970s to the 1990s.

Waterloo Road B25
Named after Waterloo Farm built in the 1820s between Hilderstone Road and Forest Road, its name derived from the Duke of Wellington's victory at the Battle of Waterloo 1815.

Waterloo Street B2
Was laid out c1800 with Bennetts Hill and commemorates the Duke of Wellington's victory at the Battle of Waterloo 1815.

Watermill Close B17
A late 20th-century name commemorating Harborne Mill on Bourn Brook which stood here in the 16th century. See Mills.

Waterworks Road B6
Aston Reservoir 1831 15 hectares (alongside Spaghetti junction), now Salford Reservoir, introduced the beginnings of a piped water supply for Birmingham via the gothic-style Aston pumping station which stood between the Birmingham-Fazeley Canal and the Lichfield Road opposite B6 Waterworks Road. Water was soon pumped up to the reservoir at Monument Lane (Monument Road) between B16 Edgbaston/ Ladywood Waterworks Road and Reservoir Road from where it was gravity fed to most of Birmingham borough and beyond.

Waterworks Road B16
The tall gothic engine house, boiler house and italianate gothic chimney of Edgbaston pumping station was designed by Martin & Chamberlain; the site also had a deep well from which water was pumped by steam power.

Weaman Street B4
Named after the wealthy Weaman family who developed the estate. Mary Weaman paid for St Mary’s church to be built after which St Marys Row is named, as part of the attraction of the housing development. Built 1774 in neo-classical style, its octagonal shape was considered ideal for preaching and held 1700 people. Closed 1925 and subsequently demolished, the site is now under the St Chads Queensway/ Dental Hospital site. See Churches.

Webb Lane B28
Named after the family at Little Sarehole on the west bank of the River Cole, Webb Lane crossed the river by a ford. Due to the building of the North Warwickshire Railway embankment 1906 Webb Lane was joined with Robin Hood Lane so that a single arch could be made over a new central lane, instead of two arches close together. A few years later a wide road bridge replaced both the nearby fords, joining the new lane to the Old Wake Green Road.

Well Street B5
In 1854 a 370m borehole was sunk in Well Lane off Digbeth to supply 72,000 gallons/ c360 000 litres a day from an artesian well. The water was carried in carts around the town from this and other privately-owned wells nearby.
Weoley Castle Road B29
Weoley Castle was occupied from Anglo-Saxon times and rebuilt c1100-1200; when it burnt down, it was rebuilt, moated and fortified 1264 by Roger de Somery of Dudley Castle. Everything was demolished c1380 and rebuilt again partly in stone. Weoley Castle was subsequently altered and added to over the years. For hundreds of years this was the manor house of Northfield. It had fallen into ruins by the 17th century. See Moated Sites. The placename Weoley derives from Anglo-Saxon weoh leage = heathen temple clearing - and is a rare reference to paganism. The housing estate and this street name date from just before World War 2.

Westley Road B27
An 18th-century corruption of Whistley Brook or Whisley Brook, nearby.

Wharf Road B30
Refers to the Worcester & Birmingham Canal 1815 wharf near Kings Norton Junction with the Stratford Canal. See Canals.

Wharf Street B6
On the Birmingham & Fazeley canal 1789.

Wharfdale Road B11
Originally Wharf Lane as the Warwick & Birmingham Canal 1799 (now the Grand Union Canal) was being built, but after 1795 Wharfdale Road. Also Wharf Road.

Wheeleys Lane B15
From Wheeleys Farm; the Wheeleys were a family of some standing during the 18th century.

Whittall Street B4
Formerly Catherine Street, the land here was owned by Lench’s Trust and leased to Edward Whittall in the early 17th century.

Whitehouse Common Road B75
A self-explanatory name in use by 1725.

Wiggins Hill Road B76
Wiggins Hill Farm as it now stands is 17th-century, but the name was recorded at Domesday as Wicgingahyll, from Anglo-Saxon Wicga’s, ing = people/ family, hyll = Hill.

Windmill Road B28
Bach Mill was a wooden post windmill belonging to Colebrook Priory. It was replaced by 1644 by a brick mill in Coton Grove which ground corn until c1890. See Mills.

Windmill Street B1
Named after the 18th-century brick windmill at the top of Holloway Head, Holloway Hill Windmill or Chapmans Windmill which replaced an earlier wooden mill. It was demolished 1973. Also Chapmans Passage.

Winson Green Road B18
Winson Green, Wynesdon recorded 1327, Anglo-Saxon Wine’s dun = Wine’s Hill; may derive from winn dun = meadow Hill.

Wishaw Lane B76 B78
The placename is first recorded as Witscaga, Anglo-Saxon wiht sceaga = curved thicket/ small wood.

Witton Road B6
Witton, the placename first recorded as Witone, derives from Anglo-Saxon wic tun = dairy farm. The Witton crossing of the River Tame is recorded as ‘the foul ford’ 1460, though it probably dates from earliest times; presumably it was a difficult one on clay and a crossing of necessity not preference. There was a timber bridge here from 1358. Witton Road was a churchway to Aston maintained by the parishioners, Erdington and Witton being part of Aston parish until the 19th century. Witton Lane of equal antiquity runs via Aston Lane to a better river crossing on the Lichfield Road at Salford Bridge.

Wood End Lane/ Wood End Road B24
Pype Hall (not to be confused with Pype Hayes Hall) was a medieval moated manor house (sub-manor of Erdington) rebuilt outside the moat by Humphrey Holden 1543. It stood at the south end of Wood End Lane. It was altered and enlarged 1622 as a large 6-gabled timber-framed building, known as Wood End House by the 19th century and demolished 1932. See Moated Sites. Although Wood End Lane is probably an old farm track, Wood End Road was cut for prospective housing development with streets up to Church Road. 

Woodbridge Road B13
This road was formerly Blayney Street, probably named from a local family. Woodbridge Road was named after the wooden bridge built across railway cutting of the Birmingham & Gloucester Railway completed 1840. The wooden bridge lasted until 1908.

Woodbrooke Road B30

One of the roads in the original development of Bournville Village 1900 named after the stream, Wood Brook  which runs from Weoley Castle north of Middle Park Road and into The Bourn west of Woodbrooke Road.

Woodgate Drive B32
From the placename Woodgate Valley used of the housing estate developed c1980. This is probably a medieval name: the valley is that of the Bournbrook; what the significance of the gate in the wood is not known; gate may derive from the medieval word meaning road.

Woodlands Road B11
Woodlands Farm stood half-way along Woodlands Road on the north side until its demolition c1900.

Worcester Street B2
Now a tiny street at the foot of the Rotunda, it was widened by the Streets Commissioners from a number of alleys c1820 and was the beginning of the road to Worcester via Holloway Head.

Wordsworth Road B10
Named c1876 after Rev Christopher Wordsworth who owned land west of Wordsworth Road in the mid-19th century. Byron Road and Tennyson Road were named somewhat later to continue the believed literary theme; also Waverley Road after Sir Walter Scott’s novel. Keats Avenue and Byron Close are late 20th-century additions. The roundabout on Golden Hillock Road/ Small Heath Highway has been known as Poets’ Corner from c1990; the real Poets’ Corner is in Westminster Abbey.

Worlds End Lane B32
Worlds End denotes land at the edge of normal settlement.

Wright Road B8
Named after Joseph Wright who founded the Metropolitan-Cammell Carriage & Waggon Company near here 1845.


Wright Street B10
Commemorates John Skirrow Wright 1822-1880, industrialist, philanthropist, social reformer who died at a council meeting 1880. His statue stands in the Council House.

Wychall Lane B38
Wychall Farm was originally a medieval moated timber-framed farm rebuilt in brick at a later date, demolished after 1952 for housing and St Thomas Aquinas School. See Moated Sites.

Wylde Green Road B72/ B76

From the placename: wylde may derive from wild meaning uncultivated, or possibly from an Anglo-Saxon word meaning machinery of some kind, a windmill?

X There are no Birmingham Xs . . .

Y - Streetnames

Yardley Road B25

leading to Yardley which originated as the eastern boundary track around Tenchley’s Heynefield (high field), later known as Stockfield. It became the main road as a result of the enclosures of the open fields c1850,
Yardley Fields Road B33
Originally Rotyford Lane, ie. slippery ford, it is named after medieval Yardley’s open fields, Stichford Field and Church Field which lay west of Yardley village down to the River Cole and north to Flaxley Road. The lane was improved as a result of the enclosure of Yardley Fields after 1843. Yardley is first recorded as Gyrdleahe, Anglo-Saxon gyrd leage; leage = clearing/ fields; gyrd may mean stick or twig, it also has the meaning of yard as a measure of area (at one time a yard denoted ¼ acre); the implication may be that this was small clearing.

Yardley Green Road B9

known from at least 1383 leading to the green ie. the unenclosed grazing land of Yardley.

Yardley Wood Road B13
leading from Stoney Lane (formerly Wildays Lane), refers to the woodland belonging to Yardley at the extreme south end of the manor. This was a drovers' track from at least the Middle Ages if not earlier linking all the commons from Showell Green to Yardley and Kings Norton Woods and Berry Mound.


York Street B17
was named by builder Josiah Bull York as the first housing estate development in Harborne c1850. Similarly Bull Street  and Josiah Street later renamed South Street.

Z . . . and no Birmingham Zs.
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Now, if you want any more, you must write it yourself! 

And when you do, please send a copy to bill.dargue@bgfl.org. Thanks.


William Dargue’s  History of Birmingham on your Doorstep 2005

